
Light Horse – Draft Horse – Warmblood Information Sheet 
 
From infoplease.com: 
 
A light horse is any breed of horse that is used primarily for 
riding or for light work such as pulling buggies. Light horses have 
their origin in the Middle East and North Africa. All modern 
breeds of light horse trace their origins to the Arabian horse, 
usually through the Thoroughbred. Light horses are classified 
according to training, e.g., racers, trotters, riding horses, and cow 
horses 
 
From Wikipedia: 

 

A draft horse, draught horse or dray horse (from the Anglo-
Saxon dragan meaning to draw or haul) is a large horse bred for 
hard, heavy tasks such as ploughing and farm labor. There are a 
number of different breeds, with varying characteristics but all 
share common traits of strength, patience and a docile 
temperament which made them indispensable to generations of 
pre-industrial farmers. Draft horses and draft crossbreds are 
versatile breeds used today for a multitude of purposes, including 
farming, show, and other recreational uses. They are also 
commonly used for crossbreeding, especially to light riding 
breeds such as the Thoroughbred. While most draft horses are 
used for driving, they can be ridden and some of the lighter draft 
breeds are capable performers under saddle. 

A number of horse breeds are used as draft horses, with the 
popularity of a given breed often closely linked to geographic 
location. Examples include: 
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 American Cream  
 Ardennes  
 Belgian  
 Boulonnais  
 Breton  
 Clydesdale  
 Dole Gudbrandsdal  
 Irish Draught  
 Percheron  
 Shire  
 Suffolk Punch  
 Gypsy Vanner horse  

 
 
Warmbloods are a group of middle-weight horse types and 
breeds, primarily originating in Europe, registered with 
organizations that are characterized by open studbook policy, 
studbook selection, and the aim of breeding for equestrian sport. 
The term distinguishes these horses from both heavy draft 
horses ("cold bloods") and refined light saddle horses such as the 
Thoroughbred and Arabian ("hot bloods"). Though modern 
Warmbloods are descended from heavier agricultural types 
systematically upgraded by hotblood influence, the term does not 
imply that Warmbloods are direct crosses of "cold" and "hot". It 
is thought that the Warmblood type, which originated in 
continental Europe, descended from a landrace of wild, native 
proto-warmblood ancestors, and possibly trace back to a wild 
prototype called the Forest Horse. 
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Reference http://www.4hhorse.umd.edu/resources/breeds.html 
for more information concerning horse breeds. 
 

The following pages provide information on various Light horse 
breeds. For Level 3 and 4, you should be able to describe the 
difference between a light breed, a draft breed, and a warm 
blood. In addition, you should be able to name two breed 
characteristics of Arabians, Quarter Horses, Morgans, 
Thoroughbreds, Appaloosas, and Saaddlebreds.
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