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List of Abbreviations

Overall, we follow the Leipzig glossing conventions and abbreviations. Nliuu-
ki proper names are phonetically transcribed, but appear in Nluuki orthography
in the gloss and the translation. Deviations from the Leipzig glossing conven-
tions will be noted in the grammar. The most frequent deviation is when two
morphemes are written together with no morpheme boundary and given a single
word gloss (e.g., for some idiomatic or frequently used expressions). On a
number of occasions in the stories, we used “??” to gloss an unknown mor-
pheme.

1 first person MANN manner

2 second person NEG negation

3 third person NH non-human
APPL  applicative NMLZ nominalizer
COND  conditional PFV perfective
DAT dative PL plural
DECL  declarative POSS  possessive
DIM diminutive PST past

EXCL exclusive Q question particle
FOC focus RECP reciprocal
HAB habitual REL relative
INCL inclusive REP repetitive
IRR irrealis SG singular
LK linker STAT  stative

LOC locative

1 Introduction

Nluuki is a Khoisan language spoken by a few elderly people in and around
the town of Upington, South Africa in the Northern Cape. The word Nluu is a
verb meaning to speak the language described in this grammar. The nominal
form of Nluu is Nluuki. In the past, the language and the group of people were
often referred to as ¥Khomani (e.g., MAINGARD 1937). Nowadays, both Nluu

and Nluuki are used to refer to the language. This grammar is largely based on
the western Nluuki dialect.

The primary field work for this grammatical sketch was carried out in the
summers of 2004, 2005, and 2007. In addition, Levi NAMASEB has made yearly
field trips for the purposes of recording oral texts and teaching the language to
the youth since 1998. We hope to continue working on Nluuki and produce a
much larger reference grammar in the future. Since the present document is
meant to be a grammatical sketch, and not a full grammar, we point out areas
where more work is needed.
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Nluuki is a tonal language. Each word must be pronounced with a particular
tone (e.g., high, low, rising). Tone levels are not indicated in this grammar, be-
cause the tonal system has not been worked out yet. We anticipate adding the
tonal levels in a future expanded version of this grammar. Similarly, there has
been no phonological study of vowel length in Nluuki, and so indications of
vowel length must be taken as very preliminary.

We used broad IPA phonetic transcriptions in the grammar, since no
standard orthography has been developed yet (for a preliminary proposal, see
Appendix 2). There are a few minor deviations from strict IPA to keep the text
less cluttered: First, nasalization and pharyngealization are only indicated on the
first vowel in diphthongs and long vowels. Second, click accompaniments are
not superscripted, but left on the same level as the click symbol, so that /4 and /?
are the aspirated and glottal releases respectively. Third, contextual nasalization
on a vowel from a preceding or following nasal consonant is not indicated.
Fourth, word-initial glottal stops are omitted (including for the pronouns). Fifth,
[A] is systematically written as “h”. Further information about the phonology
and phonetics of Nluuki can be found in MILLER et al. (2009).

In order to illustrate various aspects of Nluuki grammar, we include four
transcribed stories at the end of the grammatical sketch in Appendix 1. One of
those stories is presented in Appendix 2 in a preliminary orthography. Each oral
text was checked with the speaker who produced it, sometimes leading to minor
changes (mostly undoing fast speech pronunciations). Loan words from Affi-
kaans and Khoekhoe are not indicated in the grammar or the texts. Examples in
the grammar taken from texts have an abbreviated form of the story name fol-
lowing them (e.g., “Jackal”).

The recordings of all the phrases (9,416 short sound files) and stories (four
sound files) used to prepare this grammatical sketch are posted online at the
NYU Faculty Digital Archive on a password protected site. For researchers
interested in accessing this material, please send a request to Professor Chris
CoLLINS (cc116@nyu.edu).

The grammar of Nluuki shares a number of properties with the other Khoisan
languages. For example, all non-central Khoisan languages make use of the link-
er described in chapter 12, and serial verbs described in chapter 15. See COLLINS
(2001, 2002, 2003, 2004) for general background on the syntax of the non-
central Khoisan languages and NAMASEB (2006) for background on Nluuki oral
traditions. See also GULDEMANN (2004b) for a short overview of the grammar of
Nluuki.

2 Basic Sentences

This chapter presents the basic structure of a Nluuki sentence, including the
declarative marker, the position of subjects and direct objects, and sentential
negation.
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2.1 The declarative marker

In a Nluuki sentence, the subject precedes the verb, as shown in the following
example:

(1) a  nglangusi ke #qgheeke
Nlangusi DECL sing
“Nlangusi is singing.”

b.  npthau ke I2ee loo

dungbeetle DECL enter hole
“The dungbeetle is entering the hole.”

In this example, the declarative marker ke appears between the subject
Nhangusi and the verb. ke only appears in declarative sentences, and never in
questions, relative clauses, or imperatives. Furthermore, the declarative marker
is mostly absent in complement clauses (see section 17.2). For a similar mor-
pheme ke in Khoekhoegowab, see HAGMAN (1977: 53-54).

When the subject is a pronoun, the declarative marker ke can be optionally
replaced by -a.

2) a 1 ke Slisen
1SG DECL work

“I am working.”
b. n-a Siisen
1SG-DECL  work

“I am working.”
3) a ku ke Ighd®o
3SG DECL dance

“He is dancing.”
b. ku-a Ighg‘o
3SG-DECL dance

“He is dancing.”

A pronoun plus the following -a is called the A-form of the pronoun. See
chapter 8 for a detailed discussion of pronouns.

The declarative markers ke and -a are often dropped, for example with nega-
tion and also in stories. We have not studied this dropping systematically, and
we will not indicate dropped alternatives in the grammar.

2.2 Transitive and intransitive verbs

A noun phrase immediately following the verb is called the direct object. A
verb that has a direct object is referred to as a transitive verb. Some examples of
transitive verbs are given below:

4 a ku-a Ix¥’o0 Ooo-ke

3SG-DECL chop  wood-PL
“He is chopping wood.”
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b.  tharuxu ke i Ooe
tHaruxu DECL eat meat
“$Haruxu is eating meat.”
A verb without a direct object is called an intransitive verb. The examples in

7 &

(1-3) involving “sing”, “work” and “dance” above are intransitive verbs.

2.3 Negation

When a sentence is negated, negation is placed between the declarative mark-

er and the verb.

(5) a na lu siisen
1SG-DECL NEG work
“I am not working.”

b.  tharuxu ke lu @ Ooe

tHaraxu DECL NEG eat meat
“$Haruxu is not eating meat.”

There are three other negative morphemes in Nluuki. /am is for past tense
sentences, and it is discussed in section 3.4. /ae is for identificational sentences,
and it is discussed in section 14.2. Lastly, negative imperatives are formed with
#, which is discussed in chapter 16.

3 Tense and Aspect
3.1 Future

The future is expressed with the irrealis marker si, which is placed between
the declarative marker and the verb.
(1) a.  plaggusi ke si  *gheeke
Nlangusi DECL IRR sing
“Nlangusi will sing.”

b.  ku-a si hoo ku apki
3SG-DECL IRR find 3SG father
“He will find his father.”

c. n-a si  siisen
1SG-DECL IRR work
“T will work.”

The irrealis marker si has a broader range of meaning than just future time
reference. For example, it can also be used to express an obligation, as “should”
does in English:

(2) ku-a si  lthaekin [?ae

3SG-DECL IRR now  go
“He should go now.”
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3B) a si  gereki thoa
2SG IRR sofily speak
“You should speak softly.”

When the sentence is negated, the negation precedes the irrealis marker:

4) a. n-a lu si siisen
1SG-DECL NEG IRR work
“T will not work.”
b.  plapgusi ke lu si  #qheeke
Nlangusi DECL NEG IRR sing
“Nlangusi will not sing.”

c. ku-a lu si hoo ku apki
3SG-DECL NEG IRR find 3SG father
“He will not find his father.”

Another very common way to form the negation is by adding the verb ku
“say” in addition to the negation morpheme /, as shown in (5). The meaning of
this sentence is “I will not work™ even though the verb “say” is used.

(5) a. na lu si ku 1p Siisen
1SG-DECL NEG IRR say 1SG work
“T will not work.”
b a lu si ku a thoa pla

2SG NEGIRR say 2SG speak with 1SG
“You shouldn’t speak to me.” (“Hyena and Jackal”)

3.2 Perfective and past

For action verbs, the addition of the perfective suffix -a gives rise to a past
tense interpretation:

(6) a.  nplaggusi ke ¥qheeke-a
Nlangusi DECL sing-PFV
“Nlangusi sang.”

b. n-a siisen-a
1SG-DECL  work-PFV
“I worked.”

c. kua hoo-a ku apki
3SG-DECL find-PFV 3SG father
“He found his father.”

In talking about the past, it is often the case that the past tense marker xa is
inserted between the subject and the verb, even when the perfective marker is
already present. The past tense marker can also be pronounced xz or xe.

(7) a.  nplaggusi ke xn *qheeke-a
Nlangusi DECL PST sing-PFV
“Nlangusi sang.”
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b. n-a xa  Siisen-a
1SG-DECL PST work-PFV
“I worked.”

c. kua xy  hoo-a ku apki
3SG-DECL PST see-PFV  3SG father
“He found his father.”

There are a number of ways of distinguishing past perfective and past imper-
fective in Nluuki. The following sentence is a reply to somebody who has asked
you to wash the baby, not knowing that you had already washed it today.

() n-a gluni  Ix’am-a  loba
1SG-DECL finished wash-PFV baby
“I already washed the baby.”

While (8) is past perfective, the following sentence is interpreted as past im-
perfective. Suppose that you worked for somebody a year ago. When asked what
your job was, you reply that you washed the baby (as your job). No perfective
marker appears in the reply.

9 na xa Ix’am loba
1SG-DECL PST wash  child
“I washed the baby.”

Another minimal pair shows the same contrast between past perfective and
past imperfective. (10) describes a situation where Siso left yesterday.

(10) siso ke I26i-1?ana can-a
Siso DECL day-go walk-PFV
“Siso left yesterday.”

In (10), ca ' is glossed as “walk” following SANDS et al. (2006). However, it
is often the case that the most natural translation into English is “leave” or “go”.
A lexical study of the distinction between ca 1 “walk” (Afrikaans loop) and /7ae
“go” (Afrikaans gaan) is needed.

In the second example, Siso was still going while the others with him have
stopped:

(11) siso ke xa noxofa ca’n
Siso DECL PST still walk
“Siso was still going.”
Both (10) and (11) are past, but only (10) is past perfective.
The adverb /Mghaa “first” forces perfectivity. The following example describes
a situation where you first worked (then you took a rest):
(12) n-a Ighaa  siisen-a
1SG-DECL first work-PFV
“T first worked.”

In the next example, somebody asks why you were not at a concert yesterday,
and you reply that you wanted to go, but you were still working.
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(13) ...maar 1y xe noxofa siisen

... but 1SG PST still working
... but I was still working.”

In the above examples (8), (10) and (12), there is a perfective suffix, but no past
tense marker. The reason for this is that an action verb in the perfective is inter-
preted as taking place in the past, so no past tense marker xe is needed.

However, as already noted in (7), there are examples that show that it is
possible to have both the past tense marker xe and the perfective suffix -a at the
same time, such as the following, which are alternatives to (12):

(14) a. 1 ke xe lIghaa siisen-a
1SG DECL PST first work-PFV

“I first worked.”

b. n-a xe Ighaa siisen-a
1SG-DECL PST first work-PFV
“I first worked.”

We leave for future work a detailed examination of how the various tense and
aspect markers are used in stories, such as those found at the end of the gram-
matical sketch.

3.3 Stative verbs and the perfective

Stative verbs can be divided into two classes with respect to the perfective
suffix. In the first class, the stative verb takes the perfective suffix even when no
past tense is implied:

(15) a. ku-a $a0-a lhaike
3SG-DECL want-PFV milk
“He wants milk.”

b. n-a lhae-a a kalii

1SG-DECL  know-PFV 2SG name
“I know your name.”

In the second larger class, the stative verb never takes the perfective suffix,
even in the past tense. Some examples of such stative verbs are given below.
The following examples are of the form V-7i, and correspond semantically to
adjectives in English. However, we do not classify them as adjectives because
no copula verb is used (unlike predicate adjectives in English, “John was sick”™).
We gloss the final - 7i as STAT for stative, although it must be kept in mind that
(a) not all stative verbs end in - i (e.g., ki “have” is stative) and (b) the V part of
V- 7ii does not appear independently (in our materials).

(16) ku-a O?ui-ii

3SG-DECL sick-STAT
“He is sick.”
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(17) pfhau ke chaa-?ii
honey DECL delicious-STAT
“The honey is delicious.”

(18) #*ghoe ke kiri-?ii
wind DECL cold-STAT
“The wind is cold.”

(19) sol?6a ke Ix’a'a-?ii
medicine DECL bitter-STAT
“The medicine is bitter.”

Other stative verbs which do not take the perfective suffix include “have”,

“feel” and “look like™:

(20) ku-a ki  maari
3SG-DECL have money
“He has money.”

(21) n-a chin Iqan
1SG-DECL feel hunger
“I am hungry.”

(22) siso ke chin 1?di
Siso DECL feel sun
“Siso is thirsty.”

(23) ka-lq’oeke ke ku thoe
PL-coal DECL looklike black
“The coals are black.”

(24) ka-lq’oeke ke ku laa
PL-coal DECL looklike night
“The coals are black.”

(25) ku-a ku i 1au
3SG-DECL look.like 1SG brother
“He looks like my brother.”

(26) ply ke ku ¥qii [alternative: glp ke Ix 'affa]
house DECL looks.like red
“The house is red.”

(27) iy ke ku Ihauke

house DECL looks.like blood
“The house is red.”

As mentioned, stative verbs in this class (all examples from (16) to (27)) do
not take the perfective suffix -a. Rather the past tense is indicated using xa, the
past tense marker.

(28) ku-a xa  OTui-?ii
3SG-DECL PST sick-STAT
“He was sick.”
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(29) ku-a xa ki  maari
3SG-DECL PST have money
“He had money.”
(30) nou, lee ke xa ki leeki

now, blue.wildebeest DECL PST have wife

“Now the Blue Wildebeest had a wife.” (“Blue Wildebeest™)
(31) siso ke xa chin [?di

Siso DECL PST feel sun

“Siso was thirsty.”
(32) ku-a xa ku 1 lau

3SG-DECL PST look.like 1SG brother

“He looked like my brother.”

Sometimes the past tense of stative verbs is formed with #on:

(33) a. ku-a ton Oui-?ii

3SG-DECL PST sick-STAT
“He was sick.”

b. ku-a fon ki  maari
3SG-DECL PST have money
“He had money.”

c. n-a fon chin Iq’an
1SG-DECL PST feel stomach
“I felt hungry.”

d na ton %ao-a 5 l?ae

1SG-DECL PST want-PFV 1SG go
“T wanted to go.”

The use of the past tense marker 7on needs further research. For example, we

have not investigated whether there are any semantic differences between (33a)
and (28), nor whether #on could also appear in the past tense for non-stative

verbs used imperfectively.

3.4 Negation in the past tense
A verb in the past tense is usually negated with Jam.

(34) a. n-a lam siisen

1SG-DECL NEG.PST work
“I did not work.”

b.  ku-a lam hoo ku apki
3SG-DECL NEG.PST find 3SG father
“He did not find his father.”

c. nplangusi ke lam tqheeke

Nlangusi DECL NEG.PST sing
“Nlangusi did not sing.”
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Occurrences of the following sequences are also found: /am xa (NEG PST)
and M« xa (NEG PST). In the above examples, there is no perfective suffix.
Whether or not the perfective suffix can appear with a negated verb remains to
be investigated.

3.5 Progressive and habitual

If a verb is not in the past or future, and does not end in the perfective suffix,
then it is interpreted as progressive (35) or habitual (36), depending on the con-
text and on adverbs present in the sentence.

(35) a. cui xae a  kx’uu [glottal stop of 7a often dropped]
what Q 2SG do
“What are you doing?”
b. n-a Siisen, xuu-a |
1SG-DECL  work, leave-2SG 1SG
“I am working, leave me alone.”
(36) ku-a ilaa §iisen [alternative: laa]

3SG-DECL always work
“He always works.”

4 Nouns

This chapter discusses how nouns are put into the plural, as well as a couple
of other noun suffixes including the singular suffix, the nominalizing suffix, and
the diminutive suffix.

4.1 Noun plurals

To put a noun into the plural, one of three basic strategies is followed: supple-
tion (an idiosyncratic change to the noun stem), ka-prefix, and ke-suffix. These
strategies are also combined in certain cases. The way that a noun forms its plu-
ral must be memorized for each noun.

First, some nouns have suppletive plurals, where a change in the noun stem
indicates plurality.

(1) a  #hun  “dog” thii  “dogs”
b. iy “house” plai “houses”
c.  plg-lui “person” pip-te “people”

The second class of nouns form their plurals with a ke-suffix. These nouns are
called ke-plurals. Note that in the case of nouns ending in the singular suffix si,
the plural suffix replaces the singular suffix.

2) a gom “cow” gom-ke  “cattle”
b.  +hii “tree” thii-ke “trees”
c. blom-si “flower” blom-ke  “flowers”
d.  dogki-si “donkey” donki-ke  “donkeys”
e.  beker-si “cup” beker-ke  “cups”
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f hda-si  “horse” haa-ke “horses”

There are many examples that combine a ke-suffix with an accompanying
change in the noun stem:

(3) a  xapki “mother” xau-ke “mothers”
b. %00 “man” cuu-ke “men”
c. loPa  “child” loe-ke “children”
d gao “thing” guu-ke “things”

In general, a plural such as cuu-ke should be glossed as “man(PL)-PL”, where
“man(PL)” indicates that the form of the stem is not the same in the plural as in
the singular. However, to simplify glossing, we will gloss cuuke (without the
hyphen) as “men” in English. Similarly, loeke will be glossed “children”.

The [uu] of cuuke is consistently shorter than the [00] of 700, and it may turn
out that writing it as a short vowel is more appropriate. Similar remarks hold for
other singular-plural pairs. Clearly, a systematic phonological study of vowel
length in Nluuki is needed.

The third class of nouns form their plurals with the ka-prefix. These nouns are
called ka-plurals.

4 a mOsa “cat” ka-mOda “cats”
b. #qhii  “hat” ka-*qhii “hats”
c.  kulqg’@a “his stomach”  kinka-lg’aa  “their stomachs”

[alternative: km ka-lq'ane]
. kuxuu “his face” kin ka-xuu  “their faces”
e.  ku#quu “his neck” kin ka-¥fquu  “their necks”

Note that (4c,d,e) are inalienable body part nouns. This is why we include the
pronominal possessor in the examples.
It is often the case that ke-plurals take an optional ka-prefix, and that ka-plu-
rals take an optional ke-suffix (on double plurals in tHoan, see COLLINS 2001).
(5) (ka-)gom-ke
PL-cow-PL
“cows”
(6) ka-mOda(-ke)
PL-cat-PL
“cats”

A near minimal pair showing the difference between ke-plurals and ka-plurals
is “hat” #ghii (ka-plural) and “tree” #hii (ke-plural).

(7) a  ka*ghii “hats”
b.  hii-ke “trees”

In general, in the use of the ka-prefix and ke-suffix there is a great deal of
variation between speakers. Speakers differ from each other as to the kind of
plural a noun takes, and whether or not both a ka-prefix and a ke-suffix may be
used simultaneously. Individual speakers change the form from time to time
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(even seconds apart). Therefore, the three classes established (suppletion, ka-
prefix, ke-suffix) above should be seen as guidelines, not as strict rules.

4.2 Other suffixes

In the use of the singular form a noun is unmarked. However, there are nouns
where the singular is regularly marked with the si-suffix (glossed SG), including
all borrowed nouns, and other nouns as well.

(8) a  Nama-si “aNamaperson” (ka-)Nama-ke “Namas”
b. plhuu-si  “a white person”  plhuu “white people”
c. ldfa-si “snake” ka-l@*n “snakes”
d. Iqhui-si  “bird” Ighui-ke “birds”
e. tuu-si “fly” tuu-ke “flies”

There is a suffix in Nluuki that changes a verb into a noun:

(9) a  pluu  “to speak the Bushman language”
pluu-ki “the Bushman language”

b. 3a “to eat”
da-ki  “food”
c. x’da  “to hunt”

Ix’Ga-ki “hunting”
d. +hoa  “to speak”
thoa-ki “language”

(10) n-a thoa 1p  xagki +hoa-ki
1SG-DECL speak 1SG mother speak-NMLZ
“I speak my mother’s language.”

(11) a si xuu koake-ki
2SG IRR stop gossip-NMLZ
“You should stop gossiping.”

We have not yet investigated how verbs with direct objects are nominalized,
nor the issue of how nominalized verbs are modified (by demonstratives, posses-
sors, etc.).

The suffix O is used to form diminutives. It is homophonous with the word

for “son”.
(12) a.  p-Oi
1SG-son
(‘my son’?
b.  p-Ounuke
1SG-sons
“my sons”
(13) a.  pluw-Oi “small dune”
b. plp-Oi “small house”
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c.  ?0akerasi-Oii  “young girl”
d.  Ooe-Oi “a little piece of meat”

The plural of the diminutives uses the suffix Cone. Note that for ke-plurals

the diminutive plural suffix comes after the plural suffix -ke. For suppletive plu-
rals, the diminutive plural suffix follows the suppletive plural (see (14d)).

(14) a.  !?oakekera-ke-Oone

girls-PL-DIM.PL
“young girls”

b.  (ka)-lao-ke-Oone
PL-rock-PL-DIM.PL
“small rocks”

c.  ka-#?ao-ke-Oone
PL-rip-PL-DIM.PL
“small rips”

d. plai-Oone

houses-DIM.PL
“small houses”

The diminutive plural suffix also appears following mass nouns to mean a
small quantity:

(15) a.  !ghaa-Oone
water-DIM.PL
“a little water”
b.  tii-Oone

tea-DIM.PL
“a little tea”

A last suffix is xe, which is used at the end of some nouns indicating female
relatives. The plural form of this suffix is xuke.

(16) a. Ooa-xe b. Ooa-xuke
“daughter” “daughters”

(17) a.  laa-xe b. laa-xuke
“sister” “sisters”

(18) a. laa-xe b. laa-xuke
“niece” “nieces”

5 Verbs

In section 3.2, we saw that some verbs take a perfective suffix -a. This chap-
ter discusses other kinds of verbal morphology, including suppletive verbal plu-
rals, the ka-prefix and stem vowel changes.
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5.1 Suppletive plurals

There are two verbs whose form changes depending on whether or not the
subject of the sentence is plural. The plural form of the verb is called a supple-
tive plural. For example, for the verb “sit”, the form of the verb depends on
whether one person is sitting, or more than one person is sitting.

(1) a.  *oo ke si  sii
man DECL IRR sit
“The man will sit down.”

b. cuuke ke si  !qhdu

men DECL IRR sit.PL
“The men will sit down.”

The other example is the verb “go” when it is used before another verb. In this
case, it changes form to /7p if the subject is plural. Note that /7y independently

means “to go out”.

(2) a  *o00 ke si l?aa 3a
man DECL IRR go eat
“The man will go eat.”
b. cuuke ke si. I?p da

men DECL IRR goPL eat
“The men will go eat.”

We have found no other examples of suppletive plural verbs. For example,
consider the verb “go” when it is not followed by another verb. Here the form of
the verb is the same no matter whether the subject is singular or plural. See
CoLLINS (2001) and GRUBER (1975) for a discussion of suppletive verbs in
tHoan.

(3) a  too ke si I?ae
man DECL IRR go
“The man will go.”
b. cuuke ke si Iae

men DECL IRR go
“The men will go.”

5.2 The ka-prefix

The ka-prefix is sometimes used to indicate a repetitive action:
(4) ku ka-lqora ka-lqora ka-lqora ka-!qora
3SG REP-play REP-play REP-play REP-play
“She played and played and played and played.” (“Jackal)
(5) #*qhaeke ke ka-thiiu-cii
boys DECL REP-jump-lie
“The boys are jumping around.”
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Although the ka-prefix can be used to show an iterated action, it also forms a
part of the stem of some verbs. For example, the locative verb “to be” is plaa,

whereas the verb “to stay” or “to live” is kaplaa. In such cases, no morpheme
boundaries are indicated.

(6) lofa ke plaa ki a
child DECL be.LOC place this
“The child is here.”

(7) lala’e ke kaplaa glari
IAlage DECL stay Upington
“lAlaqe stays in Upington.”

®) a kija a kanlaa

where 2SG stay
“Where do you stay?”
b. gla kaplaa kija
2SG stay where
“Where do you stay?”

5.3 Stem vowel changes

For a small number of verbs, there are two variants that differ only with
respect to a final vowel. The second member of the pairs below involves either
the front vowel [e] or the front vowel [i]. The pairs are given below.

9 a na si I?aa
1SG-DECL IRR go

“T will go.”
b. n-a si l?ae
1SG-DECL IRR go

“T will go.”

In the recordings of utterances, /7ae is much more frequent than /7aa (except
when “go” is used as a helping verb, as in “go hunt”).

(10) a. kama ku saa pla a ku Ix’ee s-a
when 3SG come LK and 3SG tell 1PL-DAT
“When he comes, he will tell us.”
b. kama ja xae ku si  see pla
when which Q 3SG IRR come LK
“When will she come?”
(11) a.  kin ke plaa ku
3PL DECL see 3SG
“They see him.”
b. ki ke pli  ku

3PL DECL see 3SG
“They see him.”
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(12) a.  kin ke si  da
3PL DECL IRR eat

“They will eat.”

b. ki ke si @
3PL DECL IRR eat
“They will eat.”

Even though the two verbs in each pair seem to be identical in meaning, they
may be distinguished morphologically. For example, there are no attested exam-
ples of pfi “see” or ai “eat” with the perfective suffix -a (although there are
examples of /7ae “go” in the perfective, see section 19.1, example (5)). We have
not examined the behavior of the stem vowel changes with other verbal suffixes
such as the imperative suffix and the applicative suffix. Nor have we investi-
gated stem vowel changes within serial verb constructions.

In two cases, “sit” and “lie”, the change in vowel gives rise to a change in
meaning. In both cases the form ending in [i] takes on a non-stative meaning:

(13) a.  thun ke caa

dog DECL lie

“The dog is lying.”

b.  +thun ke cii
dog DECL lie.down

“The dog is lying down.”
(14) a. n-a S00
ISG-DECL it

“I am (already) sitting.”

b. n-a st
1SG-DECL it
“I am sitting down.”

The topic of the interaction of the stem vowel changes with aspect needs
much further research. For example, do the contrasts in (13) and (14) hold even
when “sit” and “lie” are used internal to verbal compounds?

6 Adverbs

Adverbs modify the verb by adding further information about the manner in
which an event took place (well, slowly, quickly) or the time at which it took
place. Adverbs appear in between the declarative marker ke and the verb. If the
A-form of the pronoun is used instead of the declarative marker, the adverb
appears between the A-form of the pronoun and the verb.

Some manner adverbs are given below. Note that gereki has a variety of uses
that would be translated into English as “softly”, “a little”, or “slowly”.

(1) takase ke gereki thoa
Takase DECL softly speak
“Takase is speaking softly.”
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(2) ku-a gereki fqheeke
3SG-DECL softly sing
“He is singing softly.”

(3) nlangusi ke lu gereki I|ha‘oka
Nlangusi DECL NEG alittle beautiful
“Nlangusi is very beautiful.”

4 a si  gereki plari
2SG IRR slowly drive
“You should drive slowly.”

(5) siso ke xn gereki Iqh&'o
Siso DECL PST slowly dance
“Siso danced slowly.”

(6) ku-a xa *qhii lai-a
3SG-DECL PST fast run-PFV
“He ran fast.”

(7) ku-a si #ghii kx'uu
3SG-DECL IRR quick do
“He will do (it) quickly.”

The following adverb “well” is a borrowing from Khoekhoe that some speak-
ers use. As can be seen, it occupies the preverbal position:
(8) a la'ese ca'n-a
well  walk-2SG
“Go well!”
b. ku-a la'ese  siisen

3SG-DECL well work
“She works well.”

Some examples of temporal adverbs are given below:

(9) ku-a si  !haeka Ighs®o
3SG-DECL IRR tomorrow dance
“He will dance tomorrow.”

(10) kin ke si lhaeka  gereki Iqhd%o
3PL DECL IRR tomorrow slowly dance
“They will dance slowly tomorrow.”

(11) I|halhau ke si  'hae ca’n
[Halhau DECL IRR soon walk
“|Halhau will soon go.”

(12) nplangusi ke xy Iii-I?ana Iqhd*o-a
Niangusi DECL PST sun-go dance-PFV
“Nlangusi danced yesterday.”

(13) kin ke plai khul?n
3PL DECL then get.up
“Then they (the dungbeetles) stood up.”  (“Dungbeetles”)
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(14) leeki pla I?aa

woman then die
“The woman then died.” (“Jackal™)

When a temporal adverb follows the verb, it must be preceded by a linker (see
chapter 12 for more on linkers):

(15) ku-a si Ighd'o p  'haeka

3SG-DECL IRR dance LK tomorrow
“He will dance tomorrow.”

Some other adverbs including “first”, “again” and “alone” are illustrated
below:
(16) n-a si  Ighaa siisen
1SG-DECL IRR first work
“T will first work.”

(17) n-a si  gloe siisen
1SG-DECL IRR again work
“I will work again.”

(18) n-a si  gloe 1?0i sisen

1SG-DECL IRR again alone work
“I will work alone again.”

Adverbs usually follow the past tense marker and the irrealis marker, as illus-
trated in the above examples. However, occasionally the adverb appears preced-
ing the past tense marker, as shown in (20) below. Such orders merit further
investigation.

(19) siso ke xy gloe siisen-a
Siso DECL PST again work-PFV
“Siso worked again.”

(20) siso ke gloe  xp siisen-a
Siso DECL again PST work-PFV
“Siso worked again.”

In some cases, a concept expressed by an adverb in English is expressed with
a serial verb construction in Nluuki:
(21) ku ke si  siisen-lhaa ku

3SG DECL IRR work-kill 3SG
“He will work hard.”  (literally: “He will work and kill himself ")

7 Prepositions and Postpositions

A preposition comes before a noun. Nluuki has three prepositions, the linker
1, the preposition pk “with” and the preposition /& “like”.

The following example illustrates the linker. In this example, the linker could
be glossed as “about”, but as shown in chapter 12, it is impossible to assign it
such a specific meaning. Note that the word neti is from Afrikaans.
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1) a kua neti ¥ p gao a
and 3SG only think LK thing this
“and he just thinks about this thing” (“Wildebeest™)

The following example illustrates the instrumental preposition:

2) a na si. laa Ooe pla ptona
1SG-DECL IRR cut meat with knife
“T will cut the meat with a knife.”
b. n-a si  Ix’oo#hii pla !?00
1SG-DECL IRR chop tree with axe
“I will chop the tree with an axe.”

c.  Griet ke kuru-a nly pla Ighee
Griet DECL make-PFV house with grass
“Griet built a house with grass.”

The comitative preposition is also pi:

(3) a lalae ke siisen pla plaggusi
IAlage DECL work with Nlangusi
“lAlage works with Nlangusi.”

b. n-a siisen pla a
1SG-DECL work  with 28G
“I work with you.”

The following example illustrates the preposition “like”:

4 a ku ke thao-a P la p
3SG DECL light-PFV fire like 1SG
“He made a fire like me.”
b.  ku-a si  Iqhd*o ku-a la coe

3SG-DECL IRR dance 3SG-DAT like ostrich
“He will dance for him like an ostrich.”

In addition to these three prepositions, there are locative postpositions, which
come after the noun. Some examples are: /72 “in”, xuu “in front of”, ts4i “be-

hind” and fghaa “next to”.

(5) a na xy lhoo-a maari 1 lao Ighaa
1SG-DECL PST put-PFV  money LK rock next.to
“I put the money next to the rock.”

b. maari ke plaa lao Ighaa
money DECL be.LOC rock next.to
“The money is next to the rock.”
6) a a ke si  hoo maari 1 lao ts?ii

2SG DECL IRR find money LK rock behind
“You will find the money behind the rock.”
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b.  thun ke plaa  lao ts?i
dog DECL beLOC rock behind
“The dog is behind the rock.”
(7) K’esi 1?aa siii lofa xuu
necklace go sit.down child front
“The necklace fell in front of the child.” (“Dungbeetles”)
B a na I?ee iy FYC]
1SG-DECL go.in house in
“I am going into the house.”
b. siso ke plaa  ha 1plp 1378

Siso DECL be.LOC 3SG house in
“Siso is inside his house.”

Nluuki has no specific prepositions or postpositions for “on”, “under” and

“across”. Some locative relations are expressed using serial verbs, as described
in chapter 15.

8 Pronouns

There are three series of pronouns in Nluuki: the simple forms, the A-forms
and the click forms (see GULDEMANN 2004b for a preliminary description).
There are no gender distinctions in Nluuki, although in the third person singular
a distinction is made between human and non-human. The three series of pro-
nouns are shown below. A preliminary indication of the tones is also given, as
high (H), low (L), mid (M), rising (R):

(1) Summary of pronouns

Pronouns Simple Click A-Form
1SG n (H) nip (L)  n-a (H)
2SG a (H) gla ) a H

3SG

human ku (H) ku-a (H)
non-human ki (H) ki-a (H)
H-form ha (R) ha (R)

1PL

incl i (H gli (L) c-al[ki-a] (H)
excl si (H) s-a (H)
2PL u (H) gl (L) b-a[u-a] (H)
3PL

general kin (H) kmm-a (H)
object kike (HM) kik-a (HM)
H-form hn (L) hn-a (L)

Indefinite # (H) fa (H)
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8.1 Simple pronouns
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The simple subject pronouns appear in subject position (for non-questions),
object position, possessor position and sentence-initial focus position (see chap-
ter 20). They are illustrated below:

2) a 1 ke si

1SG DECL IRR
“T will go.”
b. a ke si

2SG DECL IRR

c. ku ke si
3SG DECL IRR
d ki ke
3SGNH DECL
e. i ke si
IPL DECL IRR
f si ke si

IPL DECL IRR
g u ke si

2PL DECL IRR
h. ki ke si

3PL DECL IRR

I1?ae
g0

12ae

go
12ae

g0

1?ae

The simple subject pronouns are not “weak” in the traditional sense of the
term, since they can appear in coordinate structures (chapter 18), they can be
modified by numerals and “only” (chapter 11), and they can be focused (chapter

20). Hence there does not appear to be a distinction between “weak” and
“strong” pronominal forms, conforming with the traditional use of these terms.

There are two first person plural pronouns: i and si. GULDEMANN (2004b)
claims these are inclusive and exclusive respectively (see also MAINGARD 1937:
244). The data we have are consistent with this claim. In sentences that force an
inclusive interpretation i is used, and in sentences that force an exclusive inter-

pretation si is used:

(3) a  sii-a i

“Let’s go!”
b. u iy ke

2PL house itis NEG

I2ae
come-2SG 1PL.INCL go

lae

si nly
IPLEXCL house

“It is not your house, it is ours.”

c. Xuu-a si

leave-2SG 1PL.EXCL

“Leave us alone!”

d.  gla nplaa si

2PL see 1PL.EXCL?

“Did you see us?”

[pronounced: sii /7ae)

ke
it.is
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e a kaplaa, s-a 1?aa
2PL stay, 1PL.EXCL-DECL go
“You stay, we are going.”

However, we have not investigated the distinction been inclusive and exclu-
sive systematically. For example, we do not know if the first person plural click
pronoun g/ also contrasts with si, the way that i does. Henceforth, both i and si
will be glossed as 1PL.

In the third person singular, a distinction is made between the human and the
non-human pronouns. No such distinction is made in the third person plural. We
have not systematically investigated non-human animates, although preliminary
evidence (for #un “dog”) shows that they take the pronoun ki in the third person
singular. Some examples are given below:

4) a lao kee, gla nli ki
rock it.is, 2SG see it
“This is a rock, do you see it?”
b. loba kee, gla pli ku
child it.is, 2SG see him
“This is a child, do you see him?”
(5) a  lao-ke kee, gla plii kike
rock-PL it.is, 2SG see 3PL
“These are rocks, do you see them?”
b. loeke kee, gla pli kike

children it.is, 2SG see 3PL
“These are children, do you see them?”

The H-form of the third person pronouns is very common in stories. It is also
used as a resumptive pronoun when a dative noun phrase is extracted, as shown
in chapter 13. All of the following examples are from stories. In each example,
the referent of ha 3SG or An 3PL has been mentioned earlier in the sentence or
story.

(6) koro npla ha leeki
Jackal and 3SG wife
“Jackal and his wife”  (“The Jackal”)
(7) hn gluru hn gluru hn gluru
3PL groan 3PL groan 3PL groan
“They groaned and groaned and groaned.” (“The Dungbeetles”)
(8 hn 'hau hn Ix’afle
3PL sitPL  3PL plan
“They were sitting and planning.” (“The Dungbeetles”)
(9 ha M hoo gao

3SG NEG find thing
“He did not find anything.”  (“The Jackal”)
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We do not have any data showing Aa and An following a linker and so the H-
forms may correspond to the simple first and second person pronouns (which
cannot follow the linker). Much more work is needed to distinguish the prop-
erties of the H-forms from the other third person pronouns.

Object pronouns are the same morphologically as subject pronouns. The one
exception is the third person plural, where the subject pronoun is kin and the
object pronoun is kike. The full paradigm of object pronouns is given below:

(10) a. lala’e ke Rai 1

lAlage DECL call 1SG
“lAlage is calling me.”

b. lala’e ke 12ai a
DECL call 2SG
c. lalafe ke 12ai ku
DECL call 3SG
d. lalafe ke 12ai ki
DECL call 3SG.NH
e. lala'e ke 1Pai i
DECL call 1PL
f  lala’e ke 12ai si
DECL call 1PL
g lala'e ke ?ai u
DECL call 2PL
h. lala’e ke 12ai  kike

DECL call 3PL

In this context, the vowel-initial pronouns and 7 1SG are preceded by a glottal
stop: 77. We systematically leave this glottal stop out of our broad phonetic tran-
scriptions.

In the chart, the general form of 3PL is kin, and the object form is kike. kin is
called the general form because it appears in all positions except as a (unmod-
ified) direct object. First, kin can be used as a possessor (we have no attested
examples of kike as a possessor in our corpus of examples), and in the -a form as
an indirect object (see chapter 13). Second, when the object 3PL pronoun is
modified by a numeral or “all”, then km is used:

(11) a. n-a gli  kike
1SG-DECL see 3PL
“I see them.”
b. n-a pli kmn !?uu-ko

1SG-DECL see 3PL two-PL
“I see them two.”
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c. na pli kmn plona
1SG-DECL see 3PL three
“I see them three.”

d na pli kin huniki
1SG-DECL see 3PL all
“I see them all.”

The indefinite pronoun, which is usually translated as “one” in English, is
illustrated below:

(12) a4 jee kaa n mOoa p mana

one how say LK cat LK Afrikaans
“How does one say ‘cat’ in Afrikaans?”

b. +# @ !'hofasi
one eats hoodia
“Does one eat hoodia?”

c. *#a i 'hofasi
one-DECL eat hoodia
“One eats hoodia.”

8.2 Click pronouns

The click forms of the pronouns appear obligatorily in a limited number of
contexts. This rule is so important in Nluuki grammar, that we give it a name
(cases (a) and (b) are unified in COLLINS 2010).

(13) 1/2 Person Pronoun Rule

a. If a question starts with a first or second person pronoun, the pronoun must take
the click form.

b. If a first or second person pronoun immediately follows a linker, the pronoun must
take the click form.

Since the subject of a yes-no question is the initial noun phrase of a question,
it will take the click form if it is a first or second person pronoun. But it is im-
portant to note that if a non-subject pronoun is in the initial position in a ques-
tion (e.g., the possessor of a subject), it will take the click form as well (see sec-
tion 19.1). It is also important to note that (13) governs all questions types, not
just yes-no questions (see chapter 19 for discussion). The paradigm of the click
forms of the pronouns in the subject position of a yes-no question is given
below.
(14) a. plp si  [?ae
1SG IRR go
“Will I go?”
b. gla si Iae
2SG IRR go

c. ku si Iae
3SG IRR go
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d ki si I?ae
3SGNH IRR go

e. gh siI?ae
IPL IRR go

f glu si [?ae
2PL IRR go

g. ki si I?ae
3PL IRR go

Note that the third person pronouns (ku, ki, km) do not have a distinct click

form that is used in yes-no questions. The use of a click pronoun following the
linker is shown below:

(15) a.  ku-a i p 1y

3SG-DECL think LK 1SG
“He is thinking about me.”

b. ku-a i g gla
3SG-DECL think LK 2SG

c. ku-a i g ku
3SG-DECL think LK 3SG

d  ku-a i n ki
3SG-DECL think LK 3SG.NH

e. kua i g gl
3SG-DECL think LK 1PL

f  ku-a i g gl
3SG-DECL think LK 2PL

g kua i p  kike

3SG-DECL think LK 3PL

We do not have data on the occurrence of si 1PL in the contexts shown in (14)
and (15).

8.3 The A-form of simple pronouns

The A-form of the simple pronouns appears as the subject of declarative
clauses, and also as the first object of a double object construction (see chapter
13). As discussed in section 2.1, in a declarative clause, the simple subject pro-
noun can be followed by the ke declarative marker. An alterative way of forming
a declarative clause is to delete ke, and use the A-form of the pronoun instead:
(16) a. n-a xn l?ae-a glari

1SG-DECL PST go-PFV Upington
“I went to Upington.”
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b. 1§ ke xn l?ae-a glari
1SG DECL PST go-PFV Upington
“I went to Upington.”
(17) a. n-a si. Oun
1SG-DECL IRR sleep
“T will sleep.”
b. 1 ke si. Oun

1SG DECL IRR sleep
“T will sleep.”

Neither the declarative ke nor the A-form can be used in imperatives, ques-
tions, or relative clauses. The full set of A-form subject pronouns is given
below.

(18) a. n-a si IRae
1SG-DECL IRR go
“I will go.”
b. a si l?ae
2SG-DECL IRR go
c. ku-a si  I?ae
3SG-DECL IRR go
d. ki-a si 12ae
3SG.NH-DECL IRR go
e. c-a si  I?ae
IPL-DECL IRR go
f s-a si I2ae
IPL-DECL IRR go
g b-a si I?ae

2PL-DECL IRR go

h. kmn ke si 1?ae
3PL DECL IRR go

The A-forms are derived from the simple pronouns by adding the declarative
suffix -a. Putting aside the third person pronouns, the simple pronoun is syllab-
ified as the onset of the A-form. In (18a), the velar nasal of the simple pronoun
becomes a dental nasal. This is the result of the fact that there are no velar nasal
onsets (preceding a vowel) in the language. In (18¢) the simple pronoun [i] be-
comes the onset of the A-form [ca], being realized as a palatal (perhaps because
there are no initial glides in Nluuki). In (18g), the simple pronoun [u] becomes
the onset of the A-form [ba].

While ke can appear following all subject types (pronouns, proper names, full
DPs), the use of the A-form as subject is restricted to pronouns. Furthermore, the
A-form of the pronoun km 3PL is avoided in subject position, with many speak-
ers using kin ke instead.
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The paradigm for the A-form of the indirect object pronoun is given below.
We did not test kin-a in the paradigm below, but we have other examples of
dative kin-a (see (20)).

(19) a.  Andries ke Xxa da n-a ha maari

Andries DECL PST give 1SG-DAT 3SG money
“Andries gave me his money.”

b.  Andries ke xa da a ha maari
DECL PST give 2SG-DAT 3SG money
c.  Andries ke xa da ku-a ha maari
DECL PST give 3SG-DAT 3SG money
d.  Andries ke xa da ki-a ha  maari
DECL PST give 3SG-DAT 3SG money
e.  Andries ke Xxa @da c-a ha maari
DECL PST give 1PL-DAT 3SG money
f Andries ke Xa @da sa ha maari
DECL PST give 1PL-DAT 3SG money
g.  Andries ke xa da b-a ha  maari
DECL PST give 2PL-DAT 3SG money
h.  Andries ke xa da kik-a ha maari

DECL PST give 3PL-DAT 3SG money

(20) cui xae sini xa da km-a
what Q  Sini PST give 3PL-DAT
“What did Sini give to them?”

8.4 Reflexive pronouns

Nluuki does not have a morphologically distinctive reflexive pronoun. Rather,
a non-reflexive simple pronoun is used (see also MAINGARD 1937: 246):

(21) a.  ku ke xa laa-a ku
3SG DECL PST cut-PFV3SG

“He cut himself.”

b. n-a si  ta'e |
1SG-DECL IRR look.at 1SG
“T will look at myself.”

c. ku-a si  siisen-lhaa ku

3SG-DECL IRR work-kill 3SG
“He will work himself to death.”

d n-a fii n gy
1SG-DECL think LK 1SG
“I am thinking about myself.”

e. kmn ke si hui kike
2PL DECL IRR help 3PL
“They will help themselves.”
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We have not investigated whether the H-forms can serve as reflexive pro-
nouns.

8.5 Reciprocal pronouns

Reciprocal pronouns are illustrated below. They have the form of a possessed
noun /#ii, where the simple pronoun is the possessor (see section 9.3 on posses-
sed nouns).

(22) a.  kin ke pli km di
3PL DECL see 3PL RECP
“They see each other.”

b. b-a si hui u 1
2PL-DECL IRR help 2PL RECP
“You will help each other.”

c. kmn ke si. pluu kin i
3PL DECL IRR visit 3PL RECP
“They will visit each other.”

d s-a I78a si G
IPL-DECL love 1PL RECP
“We love each other.”

9 Noun Phrases

This chapter discusses the structure of the noun phrase, including demonstra-
tives and possession.

9.1 Definite versus indefinite

A noun can in general be understood as definite (“the man™) or indefinite (“a
man”). There are no definite and indefinite articles like “the” and “a” as are
found in English.

(1) a %00 ke plaa  plp 13
man DECL be.LOC house in
“There is a man in the house.”
b. siso ke ku-a too plaa gl EYG
Siso DECL say-PFV  man be.LOC house in
“Siso said there is a man in the house.”
(2) n-a lu hoo gao
1SG-DECL NEG find thing
“I don’t find anything.”  (“The Jackal”)
3) glai 12ana pla lao
Hyena stand with rock
“Hyena stood with the rock.”  (“Hyena”)

Whether or not a noun is understood definitely (“the man™) or indefinitely (“a
man”) is determined by the context in which the sentence is used. For example,
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in (2), the Jackal is hunting for food, and nothing in particular has been men-
tioned in the story that gao “thing” could refer back to, so a definite interpreta-
tion would not make sense. In (3), the rock has already been mentioned in the
story so only the definite interpretation is appropriate. A definite interpretation
can be signaled overtly with the proximal demonstrative (see (17) below).

9.2 Demonstratives

Most demonstratives follow the noun that they modify. There is no morpho-
logical difference between demonstratives that modify human nouns (“man”
and those that modify non-human nouns (“shoe”).

(4) 'uuke a ke #xii
shoe this DECL ugly
“This shoe is ugly.”

(5) %o a ke #xii
man this DECL ugly
“This man is ugly.”

(6) n-a fao-a luuke plaaha
1SG-DECL like-PFV shoe  that
“I like that shoe.”

(7) #oo nplaa ke #xii
man that DECL ugly
“That man is ugly.”

(8) ka-luu pke ke #xii
PL-shoe these DECL ugly
“These shoes are ugly.”

(9) cuuke npke ke #x{i
men these DECL ugly
“These men are ugly.”

(10) ka-luu plaake ke #xii
PL-shoe those DECL ugly
“Those shoes are ugly.”

(11) n-a ts?a?a cuuke plaake

1SG-DECL like men those
“I like those men.”

If an object is found at a great distance away, this is indicated with vowel
length:
(12) ka-luu nlaaake
shoes those
“those shoes way over there”
(13) cuuke plaaake

men  those
“those men way over there”
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The only exception to the generalization that demonstratives follow the noun
that they modify is that the frequently used kea “that” or “those” precedes the
noun it modifies.

(14) a.  kea luuke b. kea ka-luu

that shoe those PL-shoe
“that shoe” “those shoes”
(15) a.  kea %oo b. kea cuuke
that man those men
“that man” “those men”

The following chart summarizes all the preceding examples of demonstratives
(NP stands for noun phrase). Alternative pronunciations are indicated in the
chart:

(16) Summary of demonstratives

Singular Plural
Proximal this these
NP a NP 1p-ke
[alternative: a ha] [alternative: hz-ke)
Distal that those
kea NP kea NP
NP plaa NP plaa-ke

[alternative: phaa ha]

The ha in the alternative for “this” and “that” and the h» in the alternative for
“these” are identical (segmentally) to the H-forms of the third person pronouns.
This suggests that ha should be glossed 3SG and A# could be glossed 3PL when
they occur in demonstratives. Therefore, hp-ke would be glossed 3PL-PL, and

translated as “these”. To simplify glossing, we write all the demonstratives (sin-
gular or plural) as one word: aha “this”, plaaha “that”, pke “these” hpke

“these”, plaake “those”.

We have not investigated whether these demonstratives can be used without a
noun phrase, as in the English: “I like these” or “I need that™.

Sometimes demonstratives are used in stories where one would expect the
definite article in English. In the story that the following example is from, Jackal
is talking to his mother, while his child is listening to their conversation. In this
context, the definite article would be used in English, whereas the demonstrative
“this” was used in the story:

(17) lofa a ke cum?ii

child this DECL listens
“The child listens.” (“The Jackal”)

The locative adverbs “here” and “there” are formed using the demonstratives:
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(18) lofa ke ka-lgora p ki a
child DECL REP-play LK place this
“The child is playing here.”

(19) loPa ke ka-lgora 1n ki plaa
child DECL REP-play LK place that
“The child is playing there.”

To express “other” and “another”, the morpheme koo is combined with a de-

monstrative:

(20) a. na pli cuuke 1  koo-ke
1SG-DECL see men 3PL other-PL
“I see the other men.”
b. n-a gli +oo a
1SG-DECL see man this
“I see this man.
maarny lu glii foo a koo

But 1SG NEG see man this other
But, I don’t see the other man.”

9.3 Possessors

To indicate a relation of possession between two noun phrases, a possessor

noun is placed before the possessed noun:

(21) a.  #hun pjucu
dog nose
“the dog’s nose”
b. loPa lIq’da
child stomach
“the child’s stomach”
c. siso ptfona
Siso knife
“Siso’s knife”
d.  thae xapki
boy mother
“the boy’s mother”
e. lafa lao
child rock
“the child’s rock”
f.  foo thun

man dog
“the man’s dog”

An optional particle si or se can be used between the two NP. This particle

was probably borrowed from Afrikaans se:
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(22) a. a  xapki 7plaa
2SG mother head
“your mother’s head”

b. ku xagki se plaa

3SG mother POSS head
“his mother’s head”

The order of the possessor and the possessed noun is the same when the pos-
sessor is a pronoun. The simple forms of the pronouns can be used as posses-
sors.

(23) a. p xapki i/si 7l
1SG mother 1PL house
“my mother” “our house”
b. a $hun u fhun
2SG dog 2PL dog
“your dog” “your dog”

c. ku ptona kin  xapki

3SG knife 3PL mother
“his knife” “their mother”

There are no special possessive pronouns like “mine” in English. Rather, a
full noun has to be used:

24) 1 gao kee
1SG thing it.is
“It’s mine.”
The H-forms ha (3SG) and hn (3PL) are often used as possessors, especially
in stories:
(25) a.  ha laaxe

3SG sister
“her sister”

b. hn laaxe si Qoaxe

3PL sister POSS daughter
“their sisters’” daughter”

The click forms of the pronouns are used as possessors of the subject noun
phrases in questions (when the subject is sentence-initial) and following linkers:

(26) plp ptona jee
1SG knife  where
“Where is my knife?”
(27) a. n-a i p gla xapki
1SG-DECL think LK 2SG mother
“T am thinking about your mother.”
b. n-a lauke-a 7 gla thun

1SG-DECL afraid LK 2SG dog
“I am afraid of your dog.”
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10 Relative Clauses

A relative clause follows the noun it modifies. The relative clause is intro-
duced by a complementizer. In the English example “the shoe that Sini bought”,
the noun that is modified is “shoe” and the relative clause is “that Sini bought”.
The complementizer is “that”.

The form of the complementizer in Nluuki depends on the plurality of the
modified noun. It also depends on whether the subject or the object becomes the
head of the relative clause. The relative clause complementizer shows no dis-
tinction for human (“child”) versus non-human (“shoe”). A summary of the rela-
tive clause complementizers is given below:

(1) Summary of relative complementizer

Subject  Object
Singular  he he
Plural ne he
(alternative pronunciation of subject plural form: ni)

In the following examples, the head noun is singular. Furthermore, it is under-
stood as the object of the relative clause verb.

(2) 'uuke he sini xy I?ama-a

shoe  REL Sini PST buy-PFV
“the shoe that Sini bought”

(3) loBa he ku xp plaa-a

child REL 3SG PST see-PFV
“the child that he saw”

In the following examples, the head noun is plural. Furthermore, it is under-
stood as the object of the relative clause verb.

(4) ka-luu he sini xy I?ama-a
PL-shoe REL Sini PST bought-PFV
“the shoes that Sini bought”

(5) loeke he ku xn§ Dplaa-a
children REL 3SG PST see-PFV
“the children that he saw”

(6) Ooo-ke he griet si IX’oon luu

wood-PL REL Griet IRR chop LK veld
“the wood that Griet will chop in the veld”

In the following examples, the head noun is singular, and it is understood as
the subject of the relative clause.

(7) 'uuke he xy tqau-cii-a
shoe  REL PST drop-lie-PFV
“the shoe that dropped”

(8) loPa he xp I?ama-a  ka-luu
child REL PST buy-PFV  PL-shoe
“the child who bought the shoes”
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In the following examples, the head noun is plural, and it is understood as the
subject of the relative clause. Only in this case is ne used as the relative clause
complementizer.

(9) ka-luu ne xn  *qau-cii-a
PL-shoe REL.PLPST fall-lie-PFV
“the shoes that dropped”

(10) loeke ne xn |?ama-a  ka-luu

children REL.PL PST buy-PFV PL-shoe
“the children who bought the shoes”

11 Adjectives, Numerals and Quantifiers

In this chapter, we show how a noun is modified by adjectives, numerals and
quantifiers.

11.1 Adjectives

Most examples where an adjective modifies a noun in English, such as “a sick
man” or “black cow” are expressed in Nluuki as relative clauses with a stative
main verb:

(1) a  *oo he Oui-?i
man REL sick-STAT
“the sick man”

b. gom he ku 'hoe
cow REL look black
“the black cow”

c. 1l he 'hoo-a
house REL big-PFV
“a big house”

d. %00 plaa he #xii

man that REL ugly
“that ugly man”

For example, in (1d), #ii “ugly” is a verb, since it appears without a copula.
Therefore, a more accurate gloss would be “be.ugly”. However, to simplify
glosses, we gloss #ii as “ugly”, and similarly for other stative verbs in Nluuki
that denote properties (e.g., “fat”, “beautiful”, etc.).

There are a small number of cases of direct adjectival modification in Nluuki
where a relative clause complementizer is not used. The three examples we have
found where four informants agree that a relative clause complementizer is not
needed are presented below. We are still searching for examples of this type of
modification:

(2) a  foo +tia

man unknown
“an unknown man”
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b. cuuke #3a
men unknown
“unknown men”

c. foo thuu
man good
“a good man”

d. %oo plai
man adult
“the adult man”

The word #ja also means “other”, but we have not investigated how it differs
from -a ko (see section 9.2). SANDS et al. (2006) give “big” as the literal mean-
ing of ylai.

We have not yet investigated whether the forms in (2) can be used predica-

tively (e.g., to translate “I am good”). Nor have we investigated degree modi-
fiers (“a very good man”).

11.2 Numerals

To combine a noun and a numeral, a relative clause complementizer must be
used:
(3) a 1y he I20e
house REL one
“one house”
b. %00 he [?0e

man REL one
“one man”

The numerals “two” and “three” are illustrated below. There are no further
numerals in Nluuki. Note that the form of the complementizer is ni because the
modified noun is plural and it is understood as the subject of the numeral.

(4) a  plai ni 1?uu
houses REL.PL two
“two houses”
b. cuuke ni 1?uu
men REL.PL two
“two men”
(5) a  nplai ni plona

houses REL.PL three
“three houses”

b. cuuke ni plona
men REL.PL three
“three men”

All three numerals can be used as the main predicate of a clause:
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6) a 1pg ke 120e
1SG DECL alone
“I am alone.”

b. s-a neti !?uu
1PL only two
“We are two.”

c. ki ke plona
3PL DECL three
“They are three.”

A numeral can modify a pronoun directly (without the use of a relative com-
plementizer):

(7) a. si  !?uuko si  plona

i 2uu-ko i nlona
1PL two-PL 1PL three
“we two” “we three”
b. u I2uu-ko  u  plona
2PL two-PL  2PL three
“you two” “you three”

c. kin !?uu-ko kin plona

3PL two-PL 3PL three
“them two” “them three”

In the above examples, it is often possible to hear [kho] and [ke] instead of
[ko] following the numeral “two”. Some further examples of “two” in sentences
are given below:
® a u I?uu-ko ke si  kaplaa ki a

2PL two-PL DECL IRR stay place  this
“You two will stay here.”
b. ku-a 12ai u 1?uu-ko
3SG-DECL call 2PL two-PL
“He is calling you two.”

Although the object form of the third plural pronoun is kike, when it is modi-
fied by a numeral or “all”, only kin (not kike) is used.
% a kua 1?ai  kike
3SG-DECL call 3PL
“He is calling them.”

b. ku-a 12ai kin  1?uu-ko
3SG-DECL call 3PL two-PL
“He is calling them two.”

c. kua ?2ai kin huniki
3PL-DECL call 3PL all
“He is calling them all.”

Click pronouns can also be modified by numerals in the appropriate context
(e.g., following a linker or as the subject of a yes-no question):
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(10) a.

ku-a #ii n gl ?uu-ko
3SG-DECL think LK 1PL two-PL
“He is thinking of us two.”

ku-a #i g glu !?uu-ko
3SG-DECL think LK 2PL two-PL
“He is thinking of you two.”

glu '?uu-ko (xae) si  kanlaa ki
2PL two-PL Q IRR stay place
“Will you two stay?”

43

this

There are no ordinals modifying nouns in Nluuki. There is an adverb /ghaa
“first” (see chapter 6).

11.3 Quantifiers

The quantifier “many” is expressed with a relative clause in Nluuki:

(11) loeke

ni  kefeke

children REL many
“many children”

A number of quantificational modifiers modify the noun directly (without a
relative complementizer). These include “all” and “only”.

(12) a.

(13) a.

(14) a.

thii-ke huniki
tree-PL all
“all the trees”

cuuke  huniki
men all
“all the men”

i/si  huniki
IPL all
“us all”

ku-a si da i huniki-a
3SG-DECL IRR give 1PL all-DAT
“He will give us all money.”

i huniki ke si IRae

1PL all DECL IRR go

“We all will go.”

ku-a 2ai u  huniki
3SG-DECL call 2PL all

“He is calling you all.”

siso I?00ke ke si ca'n

Siso only DECL IRR walk
“Only Siso will go.”

maari
money
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b. 1n  I?ooke ke si. ca'n
1SG only DECL IRR walk
“Only I will go.”

c. 1 I2o0ke ke si. Oun
1SG only DECL IRR sleep
“Only I will sleep.”

d a 1?200ke ke si  I?aa Ix’6a
2SG only DECL IRR go hunt
“Only you will go hunting.”

Click pronouns can also be modified by “only” and “all” in the appropriate
context (e.g., following a linker or as the subject of a yes-no question):

(15) a.  ku-a i 7 gli  huniki
3SG-DECL think LK 1PL all
“He is thinking of us all.”
b. gli huniki xae si [?ae

1PL all Q 1IRR go

“Will we all go?”

c. gla [Pooke xae si I?aa Ix’0a
2SG only Q IRR go hunt
“Will only you go hunting?”

11.4 Combinations

The following examples illustrate various combinations of the modifiers dis-
cussed above. Note that numerals, quantifiers and demonstratives are closer to
the noun than relative clauses expressing properties like “big”, “black”, “beauti-

ful”, etc.

(16) plai ni 1?2uu ni thoo-a
houses RELPL two REL.PL big-PFV
“two big houses”

(17) gum-ke ni 2uu ne ku thoe
cow-PL REL.PL two REL.PL look.like black
“two black cows”

(18) rokesi he I20e he Iha'oka
dress REL one REL beautiful
“one beautiful dress”

(19) ¥0o0 he [?0e he !qghiii-a
man REL one REL fat-PFV
“one fat man”

(20) cuuke huniki ni Ighdi-a
men all REL.PL fat-PFV
“all the fat men”
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(21) fo0 a he  #xii
man this REL ugly
“this ugly man”

(22) foo nplaa he xii
man that REL ugly
“that ugly man”

(23) cuuke hpke ni +xii
men these REL.PL ugly
“these ugly men”

(24) cuuke plaake ni +xii
men  those REL.PL ugly
“those ugly men”

12 The Linker

This chapter describes the role of the linker in introducing locative expres-
sions and other types of expressions. When an intransitive verb is followed by a
locative, the locative must be introduced by the linker. The following examples
illustrate a locative following an intransitive verb:

(1) a ku lGu ke xa [?aa §  glar
3SG grandfather DECL PST die LK Upington
“His grandfather died in Upington.”

b.  l&n-si ke si I | loo

snake-SG DECL IRR go.out LK hole
“The snake will go out of the hole.”

c. ku-a lghéc n  ku 1l 1378
3SG-DECL dance LK 3SG house in
“He is dancing in his house.”

d  ku-a tqheeke 1y ku 1gly 1378
3SG-DECL sing LK 3SG house in
“He is singing in his house.”

A locative can also be added to a verb that has a direct object. In this case, the
locative follows the direct object, and the locative is introduced by a linker.

2) a kua sii hoo ku apki 1p glar
3SG-DECL IRR find 3SG father LK Upington
“He will find his father in Upington.”

b. ku-a si. IXoo Ooo-ke 1p luu
2SG-DECL IRR chop wood-PL LK veld
“He will chop wood in the veld.”

c. kunisi ke si  fam lao 1 lan

wagon DECL IRR hit rock LK road
“The wagon will hit the rock in the road.”
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The following examples show that the linker introduces various kinds of non-
locative expressions as well:

(3) a kua si  Ighd'o p  lhaeka
3SG-DECL IRR dance LK tomorrow
“He will dance tomorrow.”
b. ku-a si  Ixama @aki 1) thaeka
2SG-DECL IRR cook food LK tomorrow
“He will cook food tomorrow.”
(4) a na si nplhuia maari 1 ku
1SG-DECL IRR ask money LK 3SG
“I will ask him for money.”
b. n-a si  gaake maari 1 ku

1SG-DECL IRR steal money LK 3SG
“I will steal money from him.”

c. gla %ao-a a thoapnp ku maari (!?ama)

2SG want-PFV 2SG talk LK 3SG money about
“Do you want to talk about his money?”

Temporal expressions also appear in the preverbal position, in which case
they are not preceded by a linker (see also chapter 6):
5) a ku-a si Ighd'o p  'haeka
3SG-DECL IRR dance LK tomorrow
“He will dance tomorrow.”
b. ku-a si lhaecka  Ighd'o

3SG-DECL IRR tomorrow dance
“He will dance tomorrow.”

When a locative is placed at the beginning of the clause, as in questions and
relative clauses, the linker 7 must be replaced by mkr which is homophonous
with the locative verb “to be”. We assume that the linker has two forms, a clitic
form 7 and a non-clitic form y/.

(6) a  kija xae ku liu xy [?aa pla
where Q  3SG grandfather PST die LK
“Where did his grandfather die?”
b. 'hoe he ku !iu xy [?aa pla
place REL 3SG grandfather PST die LK
“the place where his grandfather died”
(7) a  kija  xae ku Ighé'o pla
where Q 3SG dance LK
“Where is he dancing?”
b. thoe he ku Ighé'o pla

place REL 3SG dance LK
“the place where he is dancing”
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(8) a 'uu a he gretsi IxXoo Ooo-ke pla
veld this REL Griet IRR chop wood-PL LK
“the veld where Griet will chop wood”

b. kija  xae griet si Ixoo Qoo-ke pla

where Q  Griet IRR chop wood-PL LK
“Where will Griet chop wood?”

As noted in section 8.2, when a first or second person pronoun follows the
linker, the click form must be used. As the examples in (9b,c) show, even if the
pronoun is modified, the click form must be used:

(9) a ku xa plhuia daki p iy
3SG PST ask food LK 1SG

“She asked me for food.”

b. n-a #ii g glu ?uu-ko
1SG-DECL think LK 2PL two-PL
“I am thinking of you two.”

c. ku-a ¥ n gl huniki
3SG-DECL think LK 1PL all
“He is thinking of us all.”

Similarly, if the first and second person pronoun is the possessor of a noun
phrase immediately following the linker, the pronoun must appear in the click
form.

(10) a. n-a i p gla xapki

1SG-DECL think LK 2SG mother
“I am thinking about your mother.”

b. n-a lauke-a 1 gla thun
1SG-DECL afraid-PFV LK 2SG dog
“I am afraid of your dog.”

c. ku-a # p plp xapki se thun

3SG-DECL think LK 1SG mother POSS dog
“He is thinking about my mother’s dog.”
As noted in section 14.1 below, the linker is also used for the nominal copula
verb “be”. In this case too, a following first or second person pronoun must take
the click form:

(11) too nplaa ke g gla lau
man that DECL LK 2SG brother
“That man is your brother.”

13 Double Object Constructions and Applicatives

Double object constructions are defined as a verb followed by two noun
phrases. In Nluu, the first noun phrase bears a dative marker. By convention, we
will call the dative marked object the indirect object, and the second object the
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direct object. The indirect object must precede the direct object. Some examples
are given below:

M

@

©))

“)

®)

a.

ku-a si 3 ku apki-a kea maari
3SG-DECL IRR give 3SG father-DAT that money
“He will give his father that money.”

griet ke si. g kua dopki-si

Griet DECL IRR give 3SG-DAT donkey-SG

“Griet will give him the donkey.”

da  ku-a ku xapki ka-lh@i

give 3SG-DAT 3SG mother PL-breasts

“Give her her mother’s breasts.”  (“The Jackal”)

da ku-a maar ku xapki se plaa

give 3SG-DAT but 3SG mother POSS head
“Give her her mother’s head.” (“The Jackal”)

griet ke si  kajama ku-a si  donki-si
Griet DECL IRR show 3SG-DAT 1PL donkey-SG
“Griet will show him our donkey.”

ku-a si  kajama plangusi-a Ooe
3SG-DECL IRR show Nlangusi-DAT meat

“He will show Nlangusi the meat.”

The benefactive is expressed with the verbal suffix -a, glossed as APPL
(applicative). It is plausible that the benefactive suffix is a reduced form of the
verb “give” (cf. (1a,b)):

a.

ku-a si kura-a n-a Ix’aike
3SG-DECL IRR make-APPL 1SG-DAT beads
“He will make beads for me.”

n-a si lee-a ku-a ki
1SG-DECL IRR send-APPL  3SG-DAT 3SG.NH
“I will send it to him.”

kin ke n'hau-a ku-a Ooe

3PL DECL roast-APPL 3SG-DAT meat
“They are roasting meat for him.”

It is also possible to add an applicative suffix to an intransitive verb:

a.

n-a si  gluu-a ku-a
1SG-DECL IRR lie-APPL 3SG-DAT
“T will lie to him.”

n-a si  siisen-a ku-a
1SG-DECL IRR work-APPL 3SG-DAT
“I will work for him.”

n-a si Ighd*o-a griet-a
1SG-DECL IRR dance-APPL Griet-DAT
“I will dance for Griet.”
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For some speakers, a particle [i] follows the indirect object. Since this particle
always follows the indirect object when it occurs, it is also glossed as DAT,
dative (with the consequence that in some examples there are two separate mor-
phemes glossed DAT).

(6) n-a si  kajama simon-a (i) Ooe
1SG-DECL IRR show Simon-DAT DAT meat
“I will show Simon the meat.”

(7) a. hn Ix’ee hn xauke-a i
3PL tell 3PL mothers-DAT DAT
“They told their mothers.”  (“The Dungbeetles”)

b. ku klaar gluu-a glai i
3SG finish lie-APPL  hyena DAT
“He lied to Hyena.”  (“Hyena”)

When the indirect object is moved to the front of the clause, as in questions
and relative clauses, it must leave behind the H-form of the 3SG pronoun. In this
context, the pronoun is being used resumptively:

(8) a leeki he griet si @ ha si  dopki-si
woman REL Griet IRR give 3SG.DAT IPL donkey-SG
“the woman Griet will give our donkey to”

b. cuu xae griet si @ ha si  dopki-si
who Q  Griet IRR give 3SG.DAT 1PL donkey-SG
“Who will Griet give our donkey to?”

(9) a leeki he griet si kajama ha si  dopgki-si
woman REL Griet IRR show 3SG.DAT 1PL donkey-SG
“the woman Griet will show our donkey to”

b. cuu xae griet si  kajama ha si  dopki-si

who Q Griet IRR show 3SG.DAT 1PL donkey-SG
“Who will Griet show our donkey to?”

In contrast, there is no resumptive pronoun when the second object of a
double object construction is extracted:

(10) a. dopki-si he griet si 3 ku-a
donkey-SGREL Griet IRR give 3SG-DAT
“the donkey that Griet will give him”

b. cui xae griet si da ku-a<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>