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FOREU,IORD

There has been a lack ofup to date descriptive grammals ofZambian languages

suitable for uso, either as teaching or as leaming aids, at all Ìevels of úe Zambian

education system. This lack has been keenly felt by teache$ and leamers alike.
Mâny of the grâÌÌnnals that are available could be said to be inadequate or
inappropriate ú several rcspects. The oldest ones were $,.itten at a time when Latin

or Euopean languages generally were considered to be the protot)?e of all
grâfimars, and úus they tended to be pattemed in their anaÌìgement, description

and úe terminology employed on Latin-based gramrnaticaÌ rules. Others were

written in a stj,le and language which presented serious problems ofcomprehension

even to teachers. In a good many cases, the actual €xamples cited were unnâtuÌal,

forced or not in accord with accept€d usage. At úe present moment marÌy ofthese

works have long been out ofprint-

In oÌder to put in the hands ofúe teachers and leamers gÌaamatical descriptions

which reflected more nearly the shlctual facts ofthefu laryuagq dudng 1970-
71, the Suvey of Language Use and Language Teaching in Zambia attempted to
proüde comprehmsible gralÌúnatical descriptions of the sevenZambian

languages ofrcially prescribed for use in education, broadcasting atrd literacy
programmes. The authon who volunteered or werc approached to wrìte tlìem

were specifically instructed to employ a comprehensible sq,le and to keep

techíical terminology to the absolute minimum. The geneÌal reader was cleaÍly
m miod. It is hoped that üth úe publishing now ofúe graÍnmatical outlines of

iciBemb4 sil,ozi, ciNyanja and iciTonga the original intention ofFoviditrg

grammatical desüiptions of appeâl



to â wide âudience, boú Ìay and professional, will have been achieved.

As Òrigjnally conceived, seven grammatjcal sketches Íepresenting â11 úe seven

ofËcially approved Zambian languages, plus sketches of Town Bemba and Town

Tonga, were to have been published as Part One iÌì a proj€cted three-paÍ volume of

Language in Zambiâ, incorporating the findings ofthe Zambia Languag.. Sur,,,ey.

In the event, it was found necessâry in the interest of ÍedÌrcing bulk and cost to

abandon the original plân and to arrange to publish the sketches separately. Tndeed,

publìshìng them sepantely has the advantage of making them âvailable in a

convenient, less bulky size $ritable foÌ boú teacher and student handling.

The Institute for AÊ:ican Studies (now the Institute of Economic and Social

Research), Univelsiry of Zambiâ, published in 1977 Language in zambia:

GÌammatical Sketches, Volume 1 , containìng graÍÌÍÌÌatical sketches oÍ outl ines of

iciBemba and kiKaonde by Michael Mânn and JL WÍight respectively, plus a sketch

ofthe maìn characteristics ofTown Bemba by Mubanga E Kashokì. The plan at the

time was to publish sìrbseqÌrentÌy two follo\ì,-up voiumes: fiÌst, Volume 2, to

contain sketches ofsiloá and Lunda and Luvale and secon4 Volume 3, to contain

sketches of ciNyanja and iciTonga. ln the event this plan was not adhered to. Only

one volume was published iì accordarce with the original plan and úis has been

out ofprint for some time now

It ìs in part for these reasons that it has been consid€red necessaÍy to attend to

the unfinished büsiness inìtiated some two decâdes ago. Also, ând more

peÌlinently, úe need for pedagogicâl and reference graÍÌìmars of Zambian

t
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languages continues to be keenly felt. The matteÌ has now been made more úgent
following úe recent (1996) decision ofthe ZambiâD GoveÌìnent to rcveÍ to úe
earÌier policy of using locaÌ (i.e. Zambian) languages plus English âs a mealia of
inshìrcdon. As no$ re-arÍaÌged. in order lo achier e whar i. felt lo be a more logicâl
arangemmt, toul graÌÌÌmatical sketches of iciBemba, sil-ozi, ciNyanja and
iciTonga Ìvill be pubÌished sepamtely beginning with the first volume containing a
gÉmmatical outÌine of iciBemba.

Co-sponsored by the Institute for Aftican Studies, (úe present Institute of
Economic and Social Research University ofzambia), the main volume Languag€
in Zâmbiâ, was published in 1978 by the InremationaÌAfÍjcanÌnsritute (IAl) pâÌ1ly
subsidised by tunds from rhe Ford Foundation. The Institut€ gâtetully
acknowledges the pemission granted by the Foundâtion, the sponsors of the
langüàge suNey ofwhich the matedal published herein is a partial outcome, to have
the sketches published separately. Gratitude is aÌso due to the authom of the
sketches foí theiÌ co.tribution in a field in which much remâins to be done.

f) lher âcLnowledgemcnls are due lo Booku orld pubìi"her. for publishtng rhe
sketches in coÌlaboration with the Institute; to the editors ofLanguage in
Zâmbiâ, SiraÌli Ohannesssian and Mubanga E Kashoki, for carying out th€
buÌk ofthe necessâry initial editoÍial work; to Dr. Tom Corman who was
detailed to bring a general stylistic consjstency to úe sketches; and to úe
secretarial Instìtute staff for prepâring the tlpescript. Above all. the eventüal
publication ofthe sketches owes müch to the ZambiaÌÌ Government, in partìcülaÌ
the Ministry of Education, and to the University ofzambia for their interest and
supporf and Íòr providing a condücive enviÌorÌment in which



fruitful Ìesearch work could iake place dúing the life of the Survey of Language Ls:

Langìrage Teâching in Zambia.

MubatrgaE Kâshoki

Professor ofAfÌicân Lànguages

INSTITUT[, OF ECONOMTCAND SOCIALRESEARCII

UNIVERSITYOFZÀMBIA

EDITOR



I Use ad
INTRODUCTION

The home of silozi is úe Westem Ptovince ofzambia, but it is far fiom being the

oÍly language spoken úere. TheÍe are three gÌoups of laüguages spoken ìn tho

province ofmuch longer stânding úan sil-ozi, namely Luyânâ, Tonga and Nkoya.

These groups of languages arc spoken in the east-central and west, in the souúwest

ând souú, and in the noúheast ofthe province respectively. Silozi is the la[guage

ofthe central plain. Odginally a form of Southem Sotho, it was brought iÌlto the

country by the Kololo conquerors who, undeÍ their chief, Sebitwane, oveÍcame the

Luyi in 1840. As a Sotho langÌrage it may have been somewhat modifiedby the time

úe invaders reached the Zambezi owing to their wandedngs and úeir contacts with

the peoples on their way whom they met or absorbed. The Kololo we.e the

dominant tribe in what is now the Westem Province for three successive reigns,

those of theh chiefs Sebitwane, Sekeletu and Mbololo, but in 1864, Sipopa, a

descendant ofthe old Luyi chiefs, re-established himself in power on the Barotse

floodplain.

In the rcstoútion, most ofthe Kololo men were killed. They had âlready been Ínüch

reduced in number by fev€r aÍÌd civil strife. The women and chilalren becaÌne the

property ofthe Luyi chiefs, and ii must have been due to their inÍ]uence, and thdt of

úe âdmìnishative changes ofthe preceding twenty_five years, that the language of

the Kololo sun ived under the name ofsil-oá. Though much ìnfluenced by Luyaa4

it is still corectìy classified âs a language ofthe Sotho gÍoup and is unde$tood iú

neighbouring Botswana.

Sil-ozi is spoken almost exclüsively in úe centoal Barotse plain to the north and

south ofMongu, and on either side of the Zambezi to a considerable distance



inland. lt is also spokcn along the dver. in varying degrees, all the \ray to

Livingstone, where it is the majn 
^f.ican 

langlagc in use. Ìn âddition. silozi is

spoken as a linguâ lranca all over the Western provjnce and is thc languôgc of

adminisÍation, cducation and gcnclal communication where English is notused.In

the 1990 Census of Population, Housing and 
^grìcuhure 

the Lozispeúing

populâtion was cnumelôtcd under the "Barotse Group" (\lhich included thc

Nyengo. Lozi, Subiya, Nkova and others). Thc group iotâlled 527,410, ofwhich

447.852 constituted thc numbel of speakers termed "Lozi" in thc ccnsus- As a

lÌngua franca, siloziwas placcd in fourdl position behind iciBemba. ciNyanja and

iciTongâ in the I9il0 Census ot' Popuìation and Housing. A decade lâtet the I990

Census ofPopulation showed the situation âs remâìning largely unchanged, oncc

agajn silozi coming in Íourth place, thc applicable slatistics being 29.9 percent

(ìciBembà), I i peÌcent (iciTonga).7.8 percent (ciNyanja) and 6.4 pcrccnt (siÌ-ozi)-

Ovcmli, to bc rcgarded as of lhe greâtesl relevânce is the Íàct that u'ithin ZambÌa

siLoTi at present is counted among the five major languages, along *,ith English.

iciBembâ. ciNyanjâand iciTonga, which are spoken predonìinantÌy by thc nâtional

popunüon.

UNITS OF SOUND AND UNTTS OF GMMMÂR

Spoken Ìanguages,like coins. hâvc a twofold aspectând Ìnâyb€ regârded, analysed

and described from eìther side. They have t phanologk:al aspect àncl a

notphologiutl aspcci. From the phonologjcâl aspect we find that silozi hâs â

certain inventory of sound units which a1c combined in ceftain regular and

Iecunent ways. The teÍn Lrsecl lbrtheseunits olsotndisthcphonena.

From the moryhoìogical aspect we flnd that silozi is also a structure ol

"t-



glaÍÌmaticâl Ìmits which are also combined in ceftain ways. The telm used for these
grammatical Luìits is the mo?lrerxe.

Under the heâding PllONOZOGts we shall give a very condensed accoÌmt of the
phoneme. olsiLozi and oflherr combinarions into úe laÍger unjl  ofúe syìlable.
UndeÍ úeheadrJJg MORPHOLOGFWo shall give a somevr'hat more extended. but
still very condense4 accoÌmt ofthe classes ofmorpheme in silozi and the way they
combine into larger units which we shall callgram matìcal constt ctíons.

ACKNOIt I.EDGEMEITÍS

In wdting this 'Outline" I have relied heavily on the works cited in the
Bibliogaphy, paÍiculârly on úe two morphological studies by MÌ., now Dr., D.F.
Gowlett. The examples cited have been checked with Mr. R. Sitali, a sil-ozi-
speaking infomant whose help has been invaluable. The method of presentation
follows the constituent stÌucture model of analysis and description. fhe treabneDt
of úe phonology is deficient in that tone and lengú of voweÌs have not been
âdequately treated. Loüg and geminate vowels are spelt in the same way by
dÌÌplication ofúe same letter, but length has been indicated only in the relative
prcfixes. The cÌrrrent orthogÌaphy marks nejther letrgih nor tone. In MÌ. D.F.
Gowlett's artìcles, I ,te lectio oí Lozi Foltúales and Riddtes, Aíric.rn Studíes, 30,
Nos. I and 2, long vowels w€rc maÍ_ked with a ÍÌÌacron. Iinally I am gatefirl to
Professor Mubanga E. Kashoki for additions to this Introduction which bring it up
to dâte.



Syltables in sil-ozi normally consist of a oo[soÍrtr|. or a m]lt(,nâtrt chsteÌ,

follolved by â vorel. Less oorÌunonly, syllables may çonsist ofa vo\tr'el alon€,

oÍ ofa nâld coBo|||nt alone. These three tlpes ofsyllable may be syÍnbolised

as follows:

(D Consonant + vowel

ConsonarÍt cluster + vovrel

(ii) Vowel âlone

(iii) Nasal alone (only at tbe begiúing ôÍ ênd ofa

Each syllâble câÍries a unit of to.e and lengtb nornally by means of its nuolear

vowel. Syltabic nasal consonants. being Íesonants like vowels. may cârry toDe

and feneÉ! il the absence ofa nuclear.vowel,

e.g. rrr-tu (person) (lt is syllabically CV-CV

,-r3 (which one?) ( I)

m-me \mollÊr) (la) " - N-CV

VOUrElrt

ïhere are five vowêl phonemes in silozi. Two are high, one beinS articulated

wiú the fÌont ofthe tongue high up.in the ftoÍt ofthe mouth, and the other wiú

the back of úe toncue hiú uo at the back of the mouth. The hrí is oronounced.

with spr€âd lips and the second with round€d lips'These two vovels âre speh /i/

'A numb€r iÍì brâck€ts aÊeÍ a word refers to the class of that nom. Noun clâss€s âIe
discuss€d orì pag€s l1-20.

'I



Two other voweÌs are of medium height, being articulatcd ìn the front and at

the bâck of the mouth, and again with spread and rounded ìjps Ìespectively.

These vowels are spelt /e/ and /ol

The fifth vowel is articuÌated with the tongue in a low and central posit;on, and

with the lips held neutrally betwe€n a spread and rounded. position. This vowel

;s spelÍ /a/.

e.g. mtna (you - plural)

(we)

(you)

(it) (3)

CONSONANTS

The consorÌânt phonemes of silozi aÌe listed in the following tâbie- Their

manner and place of articulation are indicated by the terms ofthe horizontal and

vertical columns respectively.

Ltbial P3lâtâl
GlottÂl

Stops

c

Spirânts

!

ny ,



The symbols used for úe phonemes in the chaÍt are also úose employed iú tlie

stândard spefling of sil,o2i today s ve ú^t /ì/, wheÌr it oi:curs as a syllabic

margin- is spelt õ. tn this study úe letter (r) v,ill be used in ord€r lo spell úe

phoneme /t/ when il is a single syllabic maÌgin.

e.g. te\i (there)

or uhen/il cluslers wiú 4,,.

e.g. Uúwi (one) (C)

Vlhen A cÂcuts before the velar so{Js /k/ oÍ /g/, it úll be spelt as in th€

standard spelling, that is as (nÈ) &!d (rA),

e.g. mìongu(ihorremically,lmìoiJgul) (puúpkins) (4)

The phoneme /ryl is also spelt (r) when it coÍnes before úe palatsl

or ,;, thâl is. as (nc) and (rrr.

The follouing consonant cluíeÍs combine wiú vowels lo form syllables:

úopis /c/

(c) srops + Árl | /pw, tw, cw, kte, bt /

(d) spirants + Áí,/ i /Í1r, sre, shw, hw, z

(a) Íasals + stops

(b) nâsals + spirants

(e) 
'rd'sa.ls 

+ /d

(0 nasâls + stops +Árl

(g) nasals l- spinÍÌts + Á.r,/

(h) labials + r/

: /np, nt, nc, nl mb, nd, nj, ng/

: /ns, MJ

: /nw, nw n w. rJw/

: /trW ni| ncw nkri, mbw, hdy xjg ngw/

a /nsw, izu,/

: /py, by, tt4t, npy, mby/
(i) afveofar approximaat J /y/t 4y'

TONE AND LENGTH

Syllables, which âre otlìerwis€ identicâl in regard to their consona.ÍÍts ând



vowels, may differ in two other different but Ìelated wâys. They may differ in

tone, one being higJl indicated as t! aúd the other low' indicated as L. They

may also differ in lengtll one being long and the otheÍ shoÍ Syllables may be

either short or tong. ShoÌt sllabl€s carry only one tone which is eith€r high

(marked ( )) orlow (marked( )),

e.g. mü4ü (person,

nü1ú ìFf? (which person?)

o)
( Ì )

e.g. l-'ìba (dove) (5) cp-' nò-ìbà

n-únà (úom) (l) cp. nì-útwa

Long syllables carry a sequence of two tones which may be either both high

both low, or highJow. Tftese sequences may be symbolised as HH, LL and HL.

Syllables carrying HH may contrast with similar syllables carrying HL so these

sequences muí be regarded as phoíemically distinct dld, further, not simply as

two variants of H linked to th€ occuÌrence of long vowels. where it is necessary

to mark tones on Ìvords the thÌee s€quelìces can be indicated as follows: lÌH

as /'/, HL as /"/ and LL as f/. Tone v,iill not be marked on the examples in the

sections dealing rvith úe morphology.

Syllables acquire lellgth arìd sequences oftones in úe following conlortsi

i) Wlen a nominal (oÍ noun) stem beginnbg úth a vowel occuÍs with a

prefix consisting of a consoÍanl (C) or a colìsonant_cluster of the Cw_ or

Cy- tlpe, usüally as ar âltemative to a poÉsible CV- prefix, the initial vowel

ofúe stem is lengthened aíd caÌries a sequ€nce of tones. These may be

either LL or fIlI, the sequence LH becoming HH,

(doves) (6)

(thoms) (4)

ii) Wh€n foÍms with initiâl syllabic nasals are initially infl€ct€d by an



inflecti.g morpheÍne with a short vowel' the vowel of the laú€Í È

lengthened and assumes úe tone ofúe syllabic nasal The nasal which is

otherwise syllâbic, b€com€s paÍ of úe syllabic Ínargin of the following

syllable. Such forms may be either nominal oÍ verbal

e.g. ttí- + -rtjà

t,ì- + -/ìàl
kü- + -úgd

ní-njà (with a dog)

nì-rrâ (l am taking out)

ki-ngà (to take)

kí-mè (it is mother)

n il at â-nt è (Í lov e molhú)

iii) The same effect is brought about when such forms ocour in the middle ofa

phrase e.g. as an objeo complemmt in a verb phrase

e.g. àúìlàtí + ìjà > anìlàtì - nià (I don't want a dog)

i!) Syllâbic nasals occurring in sequences ofidentical shape.

e.g. ,t nè (motheD (la)

ìnà 0)
disappear in these coÍÌtexts but nevertheless pass their tôn€ to the Feceding

syllable.

e.g. kí + nìüè

nìlà + rìnè

Long vowels rcsult from contÍaction of vovr'els. This happens uden vowels

without consonantal margins follow one another in the bÍìeclion of v€íb

phÌases. Opportunities for contraction are ÍlumeÍous as several of the subject

prefixes, object prefixes.aúl tense signs arc V in form and many of the verb

radicals are vowel-commencing. Contracted and úeÍefor€ long vowels with

lone sequences usually have altemalives in uncontracted forms l

e.g. Njàì,Ìè íhükilà - ìne'hüúlà (the dog was baÌking)'

I This s€ction on tone üld lüìgth is a $mmâry of the clear aeatn€nt ofihe Èexldnena
oftone ard lengú in Silozi in Govrlett 1964, pp. &9; 1967, pp 5-ll' 88-98-



MORPHOLOGY

The grammatical conshuctions of silozi are of thÌee kinds, sübstâütivâI,
verbal and ideophonic. They are each based upon a specific t'?e of base or
nucleus. In the case of the substantival constructions úis nucleus is the
substântival stem- i

e.g. -lu in /mu-tu/ (person) ( r )
lrÌ the case ofthe verbal constructions the nucleus is the verb râdicâ! (or verb
root,

€.9. -lat- ]n /a-ni-lat-il (I don'twant)

In the case ofúe ideophonic constructions the nucleus is the ideophone itseÌf,
e.e. (being soür, of liquids)

The substantive stems, the verb radicals and the ideophones between them
account for most ofïhe entries in the lexicon or dictioÍrary. A good numbeÌ of
the remainder are class or affix morphemes, i.e. prefixes, sufiixes or infixes,
which aÌe needed to form constructions with úe stems and radicals.
e.g, Ír''u- irr /mu-tu/ ( Ì )(person)

a-, ,ti-, -i jt ld-nïlaí-ì (I don,t want)

Chapter I

SUBSTANTIVAL CONSTRUCTIONS

The nÌaìn types of substantiv€ are the nouns, the pronouns, the demonstratives,
the enumemtives, the selectors and the relatives. In this study the morphology



of síLozi is presented as three hierarchies of constructio.s based, as alr€ady

state4 on each of the thÌee t)?es of root morpheme, substantival, verbal and

ideophonic. For €xample the description of the subíantival hierarchy

commences with the simplest constnrctions formed by combining alïx

morphemes with substantival stems as constituents. These constructions,

nâmely the substantiv€s, represent the first level of sübstânlival constructions.

(person)e.g. mu-,u (r)
The noun prefix of class I is one constihrent and the noun stem /-ttrl is another.

Compare the following all ftom Class I. Each exemplifies â diffflent q?e of

substantive, butall share a similaÌ constructional pattem, namely affL.< + stem as

two constrtuents,

e.g. (l) mu-tu (person) (1) noun

(2) ye-na (he) (1) pronoun

(3) y-ale (that yonder) (1) demonstrative

(4) mu)lv,í (one) (l) enumerativc

(5) u-f? (which?) (i) selector

(6.1) yo-mu-hulu (big, glown up) (l) adjective

(6.2) yaa-bütalì (clever) (l) relâtive

The constructions at the first and simplest level are also constituents in more

complex constructions at the serond leyel For example single substaÌltives

combine to foÌm substantive phr8es in which they are constrained to agÌee by

means of affixes ofthe same class.

e.e. mutx yot uhulu (an aduÌt person) (l)

The noun headword, and the adjective ageeing with it in class, are the

constìtuents ofthis coÌrstruction. Other examDles aÌe:-



yna ìfr:
musali yorrluhulu (an âdult woman) (1) noun + adjective

(which one?) (9) pronoun + selector

yaabutalí yo

(úis person) (1) noun + demorìstrative

(which adult?) (1) âdjective + selecÌor

(this clever one) (1) relative +demonstrative

Constructions at úe second level of complexity act as constituents at a third

Ievel of construction, namely thât of the inflecÍed sulrstântive phrase. H€re

the constituents are the inflection on the on€ hand and the substantive phrase on

the other. lnflections are of very differcnt kinds, but th€y agree in the type of

construction th€y form. They comprise the copulative inflection, which forms

predicates: the possessive inflection which forms qualifying phmses; the

adverbial inÍlection whìch forms adveÍbial complements in verb phrases; and

subjectival inflections vr'hich also form pÍedicates.

e.g. kì-mutu yomuhula (it is an adult person)

nì-mutu yomuhulu (with ân adult person)

wa-mutu yomuhulu (ofan adult peÍson)

(by means of úis fire)

(it is tbis percon)

(mwa d) wa-mutu yo (the child) of üis peNon) (l)

nïmutu yomuhulu (I am an adult person)

A subsection ofthjs level consists of subjectivally inflected relative stems,

(he is clever)

cop. inÍlection

adv. inflection

poss. inflection

adv. inflection

cop. jnflection

poss. inllection

subj. iÌúlection

e.g. u-butali

ba-teúi (they are there)

One of thes€ inflected substantival constnrctions, namely that with the

copulative or predicative ìnflectìon /*i-l, acts as const;tuent aÍ a íourth leYêl oÍ



constructioú, namely as.the predicâte in the sub6tântivâl clâüse. The other

constitüent ofthe clâuse is the subject. Other inflected substantive phrases, e.g.

those inflected by lnï/, or by the possessive inflection, e.g. /rd,/, are

constiÌuents in olheÍ types ol'consnuclion.

e.g. Mubanga kìmutu yomuhulu (Mubanga is an adult poson)

'Mxbanga' is the subject and 'kìmutu yomuhulu' is the Fedicate of this
sub5tanti.vêlclause.

Mutu)n um td This person is kiúd

'Muto yo' is the sttbject and tÌnura ' is the predicate of this substantival clâus€.

A 6fth level of subta[tival coústructiorÌs fu that of tbe setrtetrce. In such a
construction there is a principal clause which is substantival. It is accompaniêd

by one or more clauses, either principal or subordinate.

lhis sysrem of anaìysing construclions in lerÍÍìs of their constituenrs.

constructions $àich become in tum constifuents in more coÍnplex constructions

at highef and higher levels, is applied to the verbal constructions based on veú

râdicals an4 to â lesser extent, to úose based on ideophones. Such a description

affords an insight into the way in which sil,ozi speaiers form their clauses and

sentences which are the impoúant units ofcommunication.

LEVEII:THESUBÍANTIVE

THE NOUN

(a) Typically nouns aÌe constructed according to th€ following patt€m:

class prefix + noun stem



(b) Ther€ are l? class prefl\€s iÍ silozi which combine with noun stems to

form nouns. These class prelxes are given below. They are numbered

accoÍding to the system used in the comparâtive study of Bantu languâges

which shows the extent to which silozi fÍts in with the geneÍaì Bantu

Ìtatt€m and vr'hat is its own individual character'

Siígular

la. O- (zúo lJefix)

3. mu-

5. l ì-

7. sï

9. 1{-

No Number

(person); and

Plural

2. ha-

2a. bo-

4. mi-

6. ma-

8. bi-

10.9 rilú-

10. li-

13. tu-
11. lu-

14. hu'

I ). KU-

t6. (fa-)

11. ku-

18. (-")

(c) Nouns vr'ith the same class p.€fix in corÌìmon form a noìrn class Thus, for

exampÌq

e.g. mu-tú

arc both nouns ofclass I, having the plefl\ /ìn rJ ofclass I in common



(d) The prefix of class la is /A-l or zero. Nouns in this class share in common

the feature of having no prefl\. In a system where the nouÍs of all other

(faúer)

(mother)

( la)

( l  a)

The pÍefix is /tt1rr-l before some stefis cornmencing wiú.vowels.

(child)

(visiíor)

e.g. mw-ama

(woÍÌan.) (l)

( l )

(1)

u

classes do have oveÌt class prefxes, úis absgrce fu significâú and serves as

a class ÍÌrark.

e.g. ndãte

(e) Most plefxes convey either singular numbeÍ or plural. As listed they are

paircE unevenly numbered prefixes up to ll being singular and the

corresponding evenly numbered prefixes beìng plural,

e.g. mu-ttr (person) ( Ì )

ba-tu (persons, people) (2)

Howevet the plural prefix coresponding to tlÌât of class lt is /md-l (6) and

class 12 prefix /Âa-l aüd clâss 13 píefrx /lu-/ are singular and plural

respectively. The plural ofclass 9 nouns is formed by adding class l0 prefix to

that of class 9, not substituting it as is the general rule. Class l0 preÍix is usually

substituted for that ofclâss 7 to form its plurals. The cÌass pÌefrxes ofclasses 16

and l8 are nol constituenls ofnouns but ofoúer substántivâlcoosructions,

The Noun Clarses

Class preíix | ;s /nr,J before consonant commencing stems.

e.g. mu-sali



It is singulaÍ in number. Ils regular coreÌative plüral is class prefl-{ 2' /ód-l i

some cases class I nouns form plurals with class prefix 6.

e.g. rrd-I,ozt (the Lozi peopÌe) (6) cp. mu-Lozì (â Lozi person) ( I

Nouns in class I all indicate singuìar humân b€ings ofvarious kinds, tÍibes anr

conditions.

Class

e.g.

Prefrr" 2 is lba-|. lt 1s lb-lbefore some stems commcncing in /a/

(women) (2)

(childÌen) (2)

Clâss 2 nouns indicate the plural ofthe correlative class 1 forms.

clâss prefix 1à is //-/. ovcrtly, noüns ofclass la consist only ofâ stem'

mne (mother) (la)

Nouns with class la pÍefix indicate kinship terms, personâl names' some names

of animals and personitìcations.

Clâ5'3 prefix 2a is lbo-:. Substituted for class la prefix it forms pluraÌs oÍ

number.

e.g. b.'-ndate (fatheÌs) (2à)

bo-mme (motheÍs) (24) cp. ho-mma (my mother) (24)

Wlen prefixed to some class I nouns, honorific plurals aÍe fomed-

e.g. Bo-Mukwae (Honourâblc Princess) (2a)

Wlìen pÍefixed to personâl names, the plu.al meaning may be either honorific or

numerical.

e.g. ho-\it(ii (the Sitalis, or MÍ. SitaÌi)

e.g. ndatc (father) (1a)

t2



Clrss prefrx 3 is /mrr-/ before consoÍÌant-commencing stems.

e.g. mtrnwmút (finger) (3)

It is /mwJ ot ltb-l before certair stems commencing wiú vowêls.

e.g. mw4ha (yeat (3)

mw-endano (Ìace) (3)

mv-ila (taboo) (3)

m-oyo (h€aÍ) (3)

nt-üít,.t (thom) (3)

Noum with class prefix 3 aÌe singulâr ând

4, lmiJ.

form plurals with class prefx

Class 3 nouns with primary pteEx lmuJ indicate the names of Íìany tre€s and
\

plants, some animals, pìrts of úe body and misceltanea. When used as a

secondary prefix, viz. vr'hen substituted for prefÌxes other úan their correlôtive

plurals, it is augmentative and pejorative.

e.g. mu-lmda (stq, ditrtcult hill) (3) cp. li-lwtdu (hill) (5)

The primary prefxes ofa noun stem âre those with which it is used to indicate

items as noÍmal sp€cìmens oftheir kind- Prefix€s become s€condary when they

are substituted for pÌimary prelxes in order to convey implicatiors \rhioh

poÍray items as abnorÍnal or out of the ordinary in some specific way, foí

example as largg small, awkwar4 unpleâsaÌÍ and so on.

Class preÍx 4 is /rúi-l.

e.g. mi-n\|ana (fingers) (a)

It is /rry-l before some stems commencing in vowels



I

Class 4 nouÌÌs indicate the plural ofthe correlative class 3 forms.

Class prefix 5 is //i-l.

e.g. lì-cwe (stone)

It is //-/ before some stems commencing with /i/, and //1,-/ before some stems

commencing with /o, ,l/.

e.g. l-ino

my-oyo

l-ito

ly-omba

(yeârs) (4)

(heârts) (4)

(thoms) (4)

- lì-íno (tooth) (5)

- li-ito (eye) (5)

- li-onb.t (kind offishing net) (5)

CÌass 5 contains the nam€s of many thirgs fiound in pâirs. e.g. parts ofthe body,

or in plenty, e.g. the animâls that go in herds, fruit lòund in abundance. As a

secondâry prefix it is augmentative.

e.g. li-salí (bìg woman)

Clâss pr€fix ó is /rÍr-l

e.g. ma-í\ee (stones)

The vowel of the prefix coalesces wìth the ìnitial vowel of sÍems commencing

in /d/ ând tÌìe stems /-rrol (tooth). /-itol (eye)

(teeth) (6)

(eyes) (6)

(bundles) (6)

t4



Nouns ofclâss 5 and I I have corr€lative Dlurals in class 6.

e,g. ma-naka (homsì (6) cp. lu-naÀa (hornì (l l)

In addition to containing plural nouns with the general meanings of classes 5

and I I , cÌass 6 contains a number of nouns of no number indicating the names

of liquids. A number of class I nouns indicating tdbal, national or Ìaciat

affiliation form plurals of class 6-

(the Lozi people) (6)

(a member ofthe Lozi people) (l)

e.g.

cp-

A number ofclass 9 nouns form plurals in class 6.

e.g. nli-símu (ÍieÌds)

cp. simu (field)

Class prefix 7 is /srU

e.g. si-íuba (chest)

si-olí (island)

si-ulwi (Íed ant)

It is /s-/ with certâin vowel-commencing st€ms.

(piece of iron)

(6)

(e)

(7)e.g. s-ongo

e.g. si-saka

si-ongolo

Class 7 contains the ÍÌames of ÍÌany material objects, sicknesses, things o.

pssons that are imperfect and fall short, styles of acting and speaking. As a

secondary prehxt it is pejorative and often augmentative.

(rough old sack) (7) cp, sa*a (sack) (9)

(big insect)

As a rule primary class 7 noum form correlative pluÌals in class 10. Secondary

'Secondary prefixes are úo6e whió are substituted for prúìary pÍefixes wherì it is
designed to convey inplications that jndicate iteÍns as âbnomal oÌ out oflhe ordinary.



rl class 7 nouns foÍm plumls in clsss E.

e.g, si-h],arm

Iïhwana

but sì-zeve

bi-zeye

(caìabash)

(catabashes)

(biC €ar)

(big ea.s)

(7)

o0)
0)
(8)

Cl,ss prêtrx 8 is /óil

e.g. bi-ongolo Oig irsects)

bi-uíu Oig clumsy feet)

It is /ó}/ with certain vowel-commencing stems.

e.g. by-ongo (piec€s of iron)

a
This class provides correlative plurals for secondary nouns of clâsses 7 and 1 I .

Clals prêfir 9 is /N-l, a homorganic nasal.

e.g. n-ja

The prefx /a/ is only found overtly with monosyllabic stems. In all other cases

its presence is hidden, but its influence is shown by úe sound changes it caus€s

when prefxed to certain consonaüt-commetrcing stems.

a.g. pina (sotrg) (9) cp. -rirr- (sing)

ía1t (lion) (9)

tlqrnoni (calD (9)

( lass 9 contains many names of aniÍÍÌals and of many objecls of eveÍyday life.

The plurals of class 9 nouns are usualÌy in class 10.9 though some form their

pluals in class 6.

e.g. Ii-n-ja (docg (10.9)



ma-nana i (calves) (6.9)

With mono€yffabic stems /Àf-l is homorganic bemg /m, n, try and t1/ bef<ne

labial, alveolar, palatâl and velar commencing stems respectively.

c.g. t 1-pye

n-Cu VJ-Cv)

(osftich) (9)

(Ìrouse) (9)

(doc) (9)

(sheôp) (9)

In the case of certain consonants at the beginning of stems, úe prcfixing of /N-l

caüses a morphophonemic changg that is a change in úe phonemic shape ofúe

morpheme. When the steÍÍÌ,ís monosyllabic /N-l also âpp€ars as a syllabic nasal.

In the case of longer stems /N-l cotrsists of the sound change. These changes,

which seem confined to nominal constÍuctions based on verb radicals. may be

suúmarised as follows:

Stern commencing consanants ,OJ, /f-/, /l-/, ,tb/ and. lyll b@ome /p-/, /p-/, /

t-/, /k-/ alrd lkv-/ t€fpe'tively.

e.g. N+ -buz- (a*) + -o

N+ í- (give) + -o

N+ -luï (teach) + -o

N+ -han- (deny) + -o

/r'+ -alaá- (answer) + -o

bocome pwo (question)

" 
-po 

(cift)

" tuto (lesson)

" kano (deÍial)

" kalabo (answef\

Clâss prefx 10 is //rl-l:

Class l0 prelx //r-l is substituted for the class 7 prefix kÊl when th€ latteÍ is a

primaÌy prefix in order to form correlative plurals.

e.g. li-fuba (10)(chests)



Togeúer with class

e.g. u n-ga

tbn-gu

lím-po,

(islands) ( t0)

prefix 9 /IÍ-l, it forms correlative plurâls ofclass g nouns.
(dogs) (10.9)

(ì ions) (10.9)

(osrriches) (t 0.9)

(sheep) (10.9)

(questions) (t 0.9)

Gìfls) (10.9)

(ìessons) (10.9)

(denials) (10.9)

(answers) (10.9)

Clâss pÍelix lt is //n-l.

e.g. lu-naka (horn)

It occurs as //r-l before certain stems commencingin/a. e, i/
e.g. lw-au (reed mat for bottom ofcaÍoe) (l I)

ln-enge (white ofegg)

and as //-/ before certain stems commencing i /o, ?l/.
e.g. l-oy(j (single soft hair)

(11)

(11)
Class I I is singular and contains the nâmes ofthings characteris€d by length as
well âs many miscellânea. Secondary nouns are charact€rìsed by implications of
length or thìnness. Plurals of seconrlary class I I nouns are in cìass g.
e.g. /a-rgo (shârp, pointed nose) ( I 1 )

lu-zehe (long ear)

Prefix 1l with stems indicating grains,

òl-rgo (sharp noses) (8)

óúere (long ears) (8)( )

cp.

cp.

planfs and crops indicates ooe single

Ì8



st€m or sp@imen.

e.g. fu-cvlr Ji (one blade ofgÍass) (1 I)

Cla-ca prefix 12 is /Àd-l,

e.g. ka-banze (scorpion)

It is /tr-l before stems commencing with /a/.

e.g. (small child)

(r2)

(12)

Nouns in class 12 are singular dnd include a number of miscellaneous drings,

sometimes with unpleasant connotatioÌÌs. Secondary nouns in class 12 iÍdicâte

diminutives and things which are unpleasant or â nuisance.

e.g. ka-nbuki (young feeble dìviner) (12)

ka-loyawe (old garden curs€d long ago and which people will not

cultivate)

Class pÌefix 13 is /1ít

e.g. tu-htïEe (scorpions) ( l  l )

tu-ungu (undüsizÃ pumpkins) (13) cp. katmgu

It is /rn-l before stems commencing in /.Ì/

e.g. tw-ana (small child.en)

(undersiz€d

pumpkin) (12)

Noüns in class 13 are plural and convey the meânings of theìÌ correÌative

singular.

Clâss pr€fir 14 is /ó,r-l

e.g. bu-sihu (nigh0

19



It is /ápl before stems commencing in /a, e, /

(grassJ

e.g. bwanyu

and /b/ before lo, ul

e.8. boya

e.g. bu-nunu

bu-Lozí

bulu

CÌass 14 contains úe names of substances or things found in mâss. Secondary

nouns ofclass 14 indicat€ names ofcounhies or âbstÍact oualities.

(good luck, e.g. in spearing offish) (14)

(hâir, wool, down)

(many fleas)

(Lozi-land)

(humanity)

Class 15 pÌeíi! is //ía-l

This prefix is used along with terminal vowel /a-l in the infinitive inflection of

verb phÌâses,

e.g. ku-bon-abatu (to see people)

ku-f-a mpo (to give a gift)

Clâss 17 prefix is /i .-/

This prefix is used with nouns and pronouns to forft locativo nouns or nominal

constructioÍs in which â place is designâted with general reference to the pe$on

oÍ object to which /ftr-l is prefixed.

e.g. ku-mulena (where the chief is)

(where they are)

The class prelixes of class 16 and clâss lE, lfa-/ and /muJ, txotr in

substantival constructions other than nouns and nominal constructions,



NOMINAL CONSTRUCTIONS

The noun class pÌefxes combine witì stems other than simple noun stems

consisting of one morpheme- Such stems may be complex and rnade up of

combinations of substantival, verbal or ideophonic morphemes. They Ínay also

be simple)( (i.e. wúhout aftxes) yet tâken from â class other tharÌ tlÌat of the

noun stems.

Complex Nominal Stems

!Ìems and diminúi\e suffi\es /-n!o^a. anol(a)

e.g. k)u-nyand (little lion) (9)

silepe-ny.rnã (liÍtleãxe) {7)

musalì'nyana (little ìvoman) (l)

(b) stems and augm€ntati''/e s,rffix l-toíal

e.g. munna-tota (a real man)

taulotd (a huge Ìion)

(c) reduplicated stems

e.g. nuflí-Jìli

kacirna-cima

síco seo sinlnúlïnatí

(trouble) (3)

(irritablen€ss) (12)

(that food is very pleasant) (3)

cp.

cp.

cp.

tau (lion) (9)

silepe (^xe\ (7)

n 6dli (v,'oman) (l)

Nominal Conttructioni baJed on Verb RadicalÍ

In lhese constÍuctions the prefl\ appears to combine wiú terminal vowels to

form one constituenl the verb mdicals being úe other.

muJim-i (farmer) 0) cp. -lim- (cultivate)

bu-pil-o (health) (14) cp. -pil- (live)



sïtahw-a (drunkard) (7) -lalrÌv- (becomedrunk)

(ringing)

(report of gun)

Nominal ConJtructions baJed on ldeoPhonet

e.g. ngele-ng?le (hând bell) cp. ngele

sikwakwakwa (machine gun) cP. l a

Nominal ConJtructiont of, Clatt la with prefixal formatives /Ë/ (often

masculine) and /ra-l (oft€n feÍninine) ar€ common in the dictionary.

imatala (someone who never has enough food) (1a)

inutuka (one who does not take caÌe ofhis belongings) (la)

namukur.ã (untidy woman) (lâ)

nãmulomo (talkative woÌnan) (la)

Nominal ConJtructions

constituent with a PhÌase.

e.g. bo-nddl'amina

bo-ndat' aluna

bo-ndat' abona

of Class 2â occur when úe prefix /óo-l is used âs

o/oul fathers)

(our fatheÍs)

(their fathers)

Nomìnal constructions âre formed by the use of secondary prefixes with

complex stems made up ofthe morpheme /ttgal and nouns ofclass 1a or 24.

e.g. ka- ga-SiÍalí (the little Sitali)

tu-nga-bositali (thelittlesitâlis)

THE PRONOUN

Constructional pafem:

22



Persoil or class amx (+ -o-,'classes 2 to 18 only) + stabiliser '/"4-l The

, íabiliser /-t!í firlfits a maiÍÍly phonological role in enabting therpronoun to

function âs a phonologicál rtoÌd of two syllables with the accent on

penultitiútë lerigth.

The forms of the person and cla.is affxes in plonouís with iÍcidence of /-o-l

and the stabiliser are shoìtn it-lhe folÌowiúg table'

I

II

'

No trumb€r Plürrl

Iu-na

mt-na

cÌass l. ye-na

3. w-o-tu)

5. \-o:na - '

7. s-o-nd

'g ' i'a:na'

11. I-o'na

12. k<nm

4. y-o-na

6.' tii-na

8. bya-nd

10.: z-o-na:

13. t-o-na

14. b-o- a

15. k'o' a '

16. Ín-*

17. k-o-no

lE. m-o-na

The pronouú oontribut€s emphasis or prominence especially ìir'hen it is usêd in

appositionat phrases or iI| cÕntrast. Whên inflectáü pronouns iose tlpir

emphatic refeÍences.

e.g. Luna lufttile futnaka, bottd (We aÍrived in time' they were late)

nebaliehile

I i.e. Firú sacoÍìd and third peÍson



but

Miena yena vtabulela

Nenisabuleli nirYna

mi a ntaLozi

bona bucvali

fonafoo

THE DEMONSTRÂTIVES

(our foo4)

(The chief is ralking; it is the

who is talking)

(I was not speaking with him)

(yoü Lozi) (n, 6)
(my fatb€r himselD O)
(the village itself) (3)

(the grass itself) (14)

(thatveryplace) (16)

chief

Thãe are

pattems:

Series I

Series 3

Series 4

fouÍ series of demonstratives with the followins constructional

Demonstrâtive class affix + a secondâly vowel /-o/,l-e/ or l-a/,

depending on whaher the class has vowel /-nl, /-i/ or /-al in Íts

noun prefix (h€re)

Dernonstrative class affx + secondary vowel + /-ol (there)

DeÌnonstrative class affix + stems l-alel oÍ /-nni/ (yonder).

Class I

2

3

4

2

b-a-o

1

y-o

b-a

y-e

4

b-ani

y-ant

7-ak

b-ale

y-ale
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12

by-e

y-e

k-a

hy-e-o

l-ale

byale

y-ale

k-ale

bw-ale

1

U)-ahi

k-aní

5

6

7

I

9

l0

Ì t

12

Ì3

l4

t5

t6

t7

t8

r-o t-o-o

b-o b-o-o

k-o k-o-o

.f-a Í-o-o
lcw-ana k-o-o

Note that the first position demonstrative ofclass l7 is irregulaÍ and that in thô

3rd and 4th positioü, alteÌnative forms ofthe class aIfix of classes 11, 13, 14,

Ì 5, | 7 and I E occur of Cry' shape, úis being required as a margin to úe Í€ms

which commence in /d/.

The demonstrâtive of first position indicat€s objects near to ú€ speaker, those

of second position objects near the hearer, and those of the thid and fouÍú

posìtions, which have no difference in meaning, objects at a distance from both

speakea and hearer.

eg. yo (this ooe)

(these ones)

(l) e.c.

( l0)

mutu (person) (1)

Imja (does) (10)

I i.e. CoíÌsonant followed by w
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)Eo (rhat one) (9)

yani (úat one yonde.) (9)

vale (that one yonder) (3)

THE ENUMERATIVE

buka

kola

(book) (9)

(tree) (9)

(villase) (3)

The corÌstÌuctional pattem:

enumorative prefix + enumeÌative stem
Th€ forms ofthe class affixes âs enumerative prefixes are as follows:

L mu-
3. hu-

5. li-

7. sí-
9. 4-
Ì l .  lu-

12. ke- t3.
14. bu-
15. ku_
r7. hu_

The enumerative stems are:

-Awt (one)

-Uí? (ofwhat kind?) (cÌasses Ì and 6 only)
Stem /-rlril does not occur with the class afrx€s ofpluml class€s, save with that
ofclass 2 wiú honorific meaniflg.

e.g. bondate bali baryi (father on his own)

Enumeratives wrth ste'r|' /-7wi/ (one)

verb /-/r7 (be) in paúicipialt phrases.

are always used as compleínents of the

' i.e. phrases involving a participìe

2. ba-
4. mi-

6. na-

8. bi-
ì0. ti-



e.g- bttsihu bulì burywi

muÍu ali mqwi

kotnu ili Uúwi

(only one night)

(only one person)

(only orc ox)

The enumerative stem /-rd?/ is commonly only used in clâsses I and 6 and, as

selector steÍÍL in cla5s 9.

THE SELECTOR

Constructional pattem:

selecror prefu + seleclor stem

The forms ofthe class amxes as selector prefixes are as follows:

l- u-

3. u-

5. li-

f. i-

l l .  lu-

12. ka-

The sel€ctor stems are:

-úi?

-ri/i

e.g. muíu art?

t4.

15.

17.

(which one?)

(of what kind?)

(differen0

(which person?)

(class 9 only)

( l )

2.
4.
6.
8.
10.

13.

ba-

i-

bi-

lí-

bu-
lar-
ku-

27



múEi usili

üa iAi?

THE RELATIVES

(a differ€nt village) (l)

(a dog of what sex?) (9)

Sil-ozi, like other Sotho languages, has a numbeÌ of relatively inflected

constructions which occur in substântive phÌâses eitheÍ âs headwords or

qualfiers. As constuctions the relatives belong to the anal)'tical level of the

irúÌected substantives or substantive phÍas€s. Sincg howev€r, these

constrüctions are normally mnÌshifted as s€condary members ofúe constitüent

class of substantive in sübstantive phÍases, and since it is customary to treat

relatives and adjectives among the substantives, their heatment is anticipated

h€re to some extent.

There aÍe thÌee lpes of Íelative construction distinguished âccording to the set

ofrelative inflecting morphemes which are used. These arc:

(i) relative inflected adj€ctives

(ii) relative inflected stems and verb phrases

(iii)relative inflected verbaì claus€s.

R,EI.ATIVE INFLECTED ADJECTIVES

Constructional pattem:

relative pr€lx (l) + adjective

The constructional pattern ofúe adjective ls:

adjectival prefix + adjectival stem-
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The adjectival prefixes are the sâme in form as úe noun prefìxes save that cÌass

l0 prefix does nú occur, that ofclass 9 being us€d for boú class 9 and 10.

cp. -ü'ri (another)

cp. -óelt (two)

cp. -nde (pleasant)

e.g. tau ye-l,ui (anoth€r lion) (9)

liíau ze-peli (two lions) (r0.e)
nduye-nde (a pleâsart house) (9)

lipalisa ze-nde (pleasaít flowets) (10.9)

FuÍther, the adjectival preftxes ofclasses 16 and 18 are not use4 that ofclass l?

being used instead with the relative prefx€s of classes l 6 and I E

e.g. fo-hrnde (at â nice place)

mo-ku-níle (in a nice place)

fo-ku-nsu (at úe black part)

no-kufubelu (in the red paÍt)

Apart fiom their use in nominal constructions sometimes used as pmise nadres,

e.g. üalirnabi (bad luck) cp. mali amaswe (bad blood)

adjectives are used only in an inflected foÍrÌ! the iÍlflection being the relative

ch3s amx,

e.g. yomunde (one who is pleasant (a relative inflected adj€ctive))

The relative class affixes wbich infle€t adjectiv€s are called seÌies (l) and they

arc the same in fc'rm as the demonshativ€s lst position save in the cas€s of

classes 3, 16 and 17.

The following table of forms illustÌates the forms of dìe relâtive class affixes

and the adjectival prefix€s âs used with the adjective stem /-ndel (nicg good).
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Siígulâr

3. o-mu-nde

5. le-li- de

9. lei-nde
I1. lo-lu-nde

12. ka-ka-nde

No Dumber Plural

2. ba-ba-nde

8. hye-bi-nde

10. ze-a-nde

13. tolu-nde

14. bo-bu-nde

15. *.o'ku-nde

16. ío-k -nde

l'7. ko-ku-nde

18. mo-ku- de

The adjective stems in silozi number some thirty ofwhìch over halfrefer to the

colours and patterns on markings ofcattle.

e.g. -nca (younB new) -hulu

-f6rdri (shofi) -telele

-sísmi (tfiin, slender, lean) -kitna

-nyinyaní (small,few) -Uata

-kana (so many) -k!ti?

-sihíiì (female) -tuna

-nde (nice, good)

-beli (t*o)

-ne (four)

(adult, old)

(tall, long)

(stout, thìck)

(much, many)

(how many?, how much?)

(big, male)

(homless)

(homless)

(tffee)

(another, others)

-cupys

-suwLr

lalu

-tlrri

The adjective stems may be freely used with any ofthe class aÍfixes.
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[!ârÍples of ÌelaÍive inflectêd adjectives

yo-mu-tule' (a good one) (l) e.g. muÍu

ba-ba-nm (young ones) (2) e.g. batu

mínzì

sikolo

biemba

litapi

(pemon) (1)

(people) (2)

(road) (3)

(vilÌages) (4)

(villages) (4)

(aÌm) (5)

(doyg (6)

(school) (7)

(fÌagments) (8)

(crocodiÌe) (9)

(fish) (10)

o-mu-telele (a long one) (3) e.g.

(small ones) (4) €.9.ye-mi-hyWdÍti

ye-mí-Uwi

bye-bì-beli

(a thin one) (5) e.C.

(howmany?) (ó) e,g.

(a nice one) (7) e.C.

(rwo)

(4) e.g.

(8) e.g.

(an old one) (9) e.S.

(otben)

(three) (10,9)e.s.

The adjectives indicating coloür have complex forÍns with sufEx /-ondl rvhen

applied to female animals.

e.g. te-sva a (a black fernale one) (9)

cp. ye-r$u (a black male one) (9)

vtz.

yiz.

komu (cow) (9)

ko ü (cow) (9)

The construction adjectil€ stem + lattal is accompanied by a number of

mofphophonemic changes (cp. Jalla, 1937, p. 2l\.

REIATII.'E INFLECTED STEMS

Constructional pattern:

relative prefix (2) + Íelative stem

The relâtive stems in question h€re may be inflected principally or relatively by

the addition ofthe correct inflecting persoÍ or class affix.



e-g. ba-buzvJa (they are lazy, e.g. baúo (people)) (2) (principally)

baba-buzwa (they who are lazy) (2) (relatively)

lïboi (úey are cowardly, e.g.linja (cn,g:)') (10) (principany)

zee-boí (úey wllo are cowardly) (10) (relatively)

Many ofthe stems rvhich are inflected in this way are nouns,

e.g. buzwt (laziness) (14)

The follorÀ,,ing table shows the relative prefixes $'ÍÌich aÌe used with Ìelative

steÍìs. They constitute seúes (2) ofth€ relative class affixes.

Singülâr

1. yaa-

3. woo-

5. leli-
'1. sesì-

9. yee-

lf .  lolu

12. kake-

No nümb€r Plural

2. bãbã-

4. yee-

6. aa-

8. byebi-

I0. zee-

13. totu-

bobu-

koku-

kohr

14.

15.

17.

Tìese prefixes are also used to inflect verb phÌâses.

linja zee-zuma hande

linj.r zi-zuma hande

batho baba-bona hrÌnde

batho ba-bona hande

mucaha yaa-seha hahulu

muatha useha hahulu

(dogs which hunt well)

(dogs hunt well)

(people who see well)

(people see w€ll)

(a young nÌan who laughs loudly)

(the young man is laughing loudly)

e.g.

cp.

e.g.

cp.

e.g.

cp.



The follov,,ins is a list ofrelative stems in common use:

-boi (cowardly) cp.

-bakíti (heavy)

-btmolo (soft, easy)

-bxhali Gngy)

-bu4ala Gtubbom)

-cwalo (like thât)

boi (cowardice) (14)

bukìíi (weight) (14)

órÍolo (softne,ss) (14)

buhali (anger) (14)

àqala (stubbomness) (14)

cwalo (in that way) (adv)

cvana (lhns) (adv.)

-lìíì

-íuíu

-koopo

-lubilo

-sipalct

-taba

lubilo

mezi

(spê€d)

(nakedness)

(evil)

Gtr€ngth)

(waler)

(good tâste)

(mercy)

(like this)

(blun0

(cÌooked, dishonest)

(fast)

(naked)

(bad)

(strong)

(wet)

(delicious)

(kind, good)

(broad)

{wild)
(har4 difficult)

0l)
(6)

(6)

(6)

(6)

(3)

(3)

tata (difficulty) (e)

e.g. linja zee-buhali

mucaha yaa-r ata

pizi yeeJubìlo

(savage dogs) (10)

(a strong young man) (l)

(a swift horse) (9)

(at a wet place) (17)



Negâtive forms of the Ìelative infleated stems are formed by prefixing the

negative sign /-si-l to the relativ€ stem.

€.g. mucaha yaa-si-cwalo (a yoÌÌng man who is not like that)

Where, however, the r€lative stems aÌe nouns they become compleÍnents of a

verb phrase wiú radical /-nal (be with) which is negativ€ly inflected.

e.g. lwa zee-si-na brhali

pizi yee-si-na lubilo

(dogs which are úot fierce; lit. which do not

have fierceness).

(a horse which does not hâve swiftness).

(the person whoú Í was seeing)

(I v,'as seeing the person)

(úe dogs you saw)

(you saw the dogs)

Negativ€ relative foÍms of all substantives are formed by prefixing this negative

relâtive inflectior\ viz. rclative prefix (2) + /-rt-l.

e-g. mwana yaa-si-yomunde (a child who is not good)

(people who aÍe not úose on€s)

(meat which is not yours)

RELÀTIVE INFLECTED CLÀUsES

Participial verbal clauses aÌe inÍlected to eúâble them to refer to substantives.

batu baba-sì-bao

namo yee-si-ytÍhnlt

e.g. mutu yebenibona

cp. ne ibona mulu

e.g. linja ze-muboni

cp. muboni lìnja

The constructional pattem ofthese constructions is as follows:

Relâtive aÍfix (3) + clause



The following table shows the r€lative affixe€ which aÌe used to inflect verbal

clauses. Th€y constitute seri€s (3) ofthe relative class affixes.

Singular

ye-

lo-

ke-

No number Plürel

t .

3.

5.

7.

9.

11.

t2.

2.

4.

6.

8.

10.

be-

,'e-

bye'
le-

bo-

ko-

ío-

ko-

14.

15.

16.

17.

1E.

The vowels of these affixes are elided before the subject prefixes of class I or

ctass 6, la-l .

e.g. b-abona (those whom he sees) (2) e.g

ye-mubona (th€ one you s€€) (l) e.g.

ye-neniúola (the one I was wÌiting) (9) e.g

ío4iyahile (where I dwell) (16) e e.

kinna ye-uziba (lt ls I whom you know) (1)

Kihmabao (wearethosewhom (2)

be-muziba you know)

batu (p€ople) (2)

m íu (p6rson) (t)

bukq (book) (9)

fasibaka (atthe (16)

place)



LEVEL ll : THE SUBSTANTIVE PHRA5ES

SubstaÍtives of all kinds combine to foÍm constructions at the next level of

complexity, viz. substantive phrases. Constructioiìal pattem:

nuclear substantrve + substantiv{s) in agreement

The two aspects mentioned in the conÍructional patteÍn are of impoÍtarÌce. A

phrase must consist of at least two substântives and these must be in agr€ement.

The term substantive is the nam€ of a constituent class whose primary membors

are the varioìrs twes of substântivg i.e. noum, pÌonouns, demonstratives,

enumeratives and selectors and which has secondary rnembers as well e.g. the

relative constructions. Secondary members arc those constructions which

belong as constructions to levels other than that of the substantivg but which

function as substantives by Íank-shifting.

f,râmpl€s of substantive phÌases

liíabazeo

nja iUi?

nja iJì?

bao basili

bana babanca

(that same animal) (7) (pronoun, noun,

demonstrative (2))

(that very dog) (9) (noun, pronoun, demonsfiative

@)
(úose matters) (10) (noun, demonstrative (2))

(a dog of what sex?) (9) (noun, selector)

(which dog?) (9) (noün, selectoÌ)

(those different ones) (2) (demonstrative (2),

selector)

(young chiìdreÍr) (2) (nouq relative adjective)

(many yeaÍs) (4) (noun, relative adjective)
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I
I

sipulumüki sesifubelu (a red butteÍfly) (7) (nouÍL relative adjective)

tipa yeebaliÍi (â blunì knife) (9) (noun, relative inflected stem)

mut ta ya.onala (a stong ÍÌÌan) (l) (noun, .€lative inflected stem)

hona mo (in th€re) (17, l8) (FonouÍ! demonstrative (l))

While it is necessary to d€fme a substantive phÌase (SP) as substantiv€ +

substaútive in agreemeÌÌt at the level of the SP, it is usefirl for reasons of

economy in description to d€ime it a little more widely when it occurs as a

coníituent in larger constructions, viz. as substantive +/- subst ntive in

agr€€ment. This mesns úat the terÍn SP âs a constituent includ€s both

substantives ând substântive phrases. For example in the construction "inflected

SP", !r'lÌo6e constructional patt€r:n is:

irílection + SP

the term SP may include both phrases and iadividual substântives as members

ofthe constitueÍrt class ofSP.

e.g. nim íu tomuhula (with a seÍÌior pqson)

nim nt (with a p€rson)

Both these constructioÍr5 aÌe inflected SPs. ln the first example thç SP is a

phrase consisting of two sutìstantival constructions in agre€m€nt. ln the second

the SP is a single substadtiv€ without accompanyiÍtg substarúiv€s in agaoemeÍrt.

COMPOUND PHRASES

Phrases may

conjunctives.

e.s. (D

be combined either (i) in apposition oÌ (ii) as formed by

basalí kaüíela

likomu kaufela

(aÌÌ the women)

(all the oxen)



nu\ízanandíala (a girì orphan)

bonme ni-honclate (úother aud father)

bomme kapa bofidate (mother or fâther)

LEVEL lll : THE INFLECTED SUBSTANTIVE PHRASES

Substantive phÌâses âre inflected as such by prellxing the following inflecting

morphemes,

( I ) copulative //.!/ (it is), dsi (it is not)

(2) subjective, e.g. /&l-l (l)

(3) adverbial, e.g. /ial (by means oÍ);

(4)

lnì-/ (,"ith)

possessive cÌass aÍ1ìx + /-d-l (of)

The result is a substantival construction of level lll with constructional pattem:

inflecting morpheme + SP

COPULATIVE PHRASES

CopuÌâtive phrases inÍlêcted by /Á,ì-/ (it is)

(iD

(a) Affirmativ€ copulative phrases âre formed by

morpheme /*ÌJ to substantive phras€s, €.9.

kímutu yomuhulu (it is a senioÍ person)

(it is thjs one himself)

(it is those bjack ones)

(ìt is the only one)

prefixing the inÍìecting

cP. mutu )iomuhulu (l)

cp. lend yo (l)

cp. hao babunsu (2)

cp. aÌi nalwìJëla (1)
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ki-uJì?

kí-zeebuhdli

zenynyant

(it ìs which one?)

(it is that pÌeasant one)

(it is the big black ones)

(it is the kind one)

(it is the small angry

ones)

cp.uf? ( l)

cp. romunde yoo (l)

sp. zetuna zefisu ( 10)

cp.yaamusa (t)

cp. zeehuhali (10)

(b) Copulative phftses belong to the constituent class of adjuncts in verb

phrases. [n passive extended verb phÍases they indicate the agents by which

the action was done. See p. 62 foÍ a description of adjuncts as constituents

in verb phrases.

e.g. Ne íshwezi kïkaizeli yaka

Ne itabilwe líkomu yeíuia

Nenìlatehez i ki-rrali ! enaÍfl

(I was bereaved ofmy sister)

(Í was gored by a big ox)

(I suffer€d the loss of a large sum

of money)

Nenìnatìbre ki-ndate yomuhulü (I was beaten by my father's elder

brother)

(c) The negative inflection of SPs is /úreril.

e.g. hasi t\üluyomuhulu (it is not a senior peÌson)

(d) SPs consisting of an ìnfinitive idlected verb phÌase are among those

copulatively inflected, by /*it.

e.g. Hasi kuhalifa. Kïkubapalafela (lt is not anger. It is only play)

Kïkuti akaìpulukela lia zahae (Is it that he can keep all his food

anosí? to himselfl)
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€opqlativ€ Phrõr6 lnfle<t€d by Subject Prefix6

Affirmative copulative pbmses are formed by prefixing the âffixes ofúe f1Ìst

(l) and second (tr) peÍsons (subject prefixes) to substantive phmses and, when

úe SP is locative adv€rbiaÌ, those ofthe third (III) persons as weÌl.t

e.g. ni-mul.Eí

u-mutu yaatmusa

lu-batu babansu

fiu-batu babamusa

u-teúi íona íoo

ba-kwasishanjo kwanu

u-kamulena

ba-tubosirali

(I am a Losi) (Is)

(you aro a kind person) ( 0
(we are black people) (l pl)

(you are kind peopì€) (II pl)

(he is at that same place) (1)

(they are at the wet-garden here) (2)

(he is with the chieo (1)

(they are with the Sitali9 (2)

The afiiÍmative inflection is chânged to úe negative by prefrxing /ha- * aJ
(not).

Copulatives Conristing of Súbjectiuâtly Infiected Relative Stems2

Relative stems are affirmatively inflected, by prefixing subject afiixes of all

persons and cÌasses. These constructions aÍe a principal inflectiolì of úese

stems \',/hich nìay act as F€dicates in substantival clauses. The stems are also

inflected relatively and tle resulting corÌstructions are substantival.

e.g. Síktwo si-tata

Ì The subject prefixes are discrl\sed on pp. 74-76.
' Relative stems âre discussql and ìisted on pp. 3l-34.
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(English is difficuft) (7)

(This p€rson is kind) (l)

Batu bao bd-masvre (Tbese peoplc are bad) (2)

Lico li-munati (Tïe food is deljcious) (10)



The aÍfirmative inflection is changed to the negative by prefrxjng /ha- - .t-/
(no0.

ADVERBIAL PHRASES

Adyerbiâl phras€s inÍlected by /id-l (by rneaÉ o0

SPs inflected by /*a-l are adverbial instrumental in meaning. They also belong
to the constituent class of adjuncts in verb plüâses and indicate the means by
which, or the material in Ìeference to which, an action is done.

e.g. Neninatible fubkota yetund (l was beâten ìi,,ith a big stick)

Nizamqlìle ka-moÍa le/estrzd (I have travelled in this big caÌ)

Neniutvile k t-Éaüoli lttka (I heard about my sister by úis lefter)

ka-ürJolo Ie

Niftile ka-nako yabtcih,, (Ì arrived at night)

Neniutuile kü-kaizeli yaka Ãa- (I heard lìom my sister by this letter)

li|olo le

Nenitutil\|e ka-likoma ki-ndate (l was t^üghÍ about cattle by my fatheÍ)

Nenìtile ka-ngila ye

Nenibulela ka-tabú yeo

Una dshtatíle ka-puso

yaLewoniÉa

ubulezi ho-zamasirnü

Batile ka-bubeli

(I came by this path)

(I was speaking about that affair)

(He died in úe Íeign of Lewanika)

(He spok€ about gardening âffairs)

(They came two by two)

Adverbial phrâs€s in0ect€d by /nÈl (with)

(a) SPs infl€cted by /ni-/ arc adv€rbial associative in meaning. Tlì€y aÌso

beÌong to the constituent class of âdjunct in verb phrases and indicate the



persons or things associated with the action.

e.g. Unã apil.t ni-bana bdhae (He was living with his children)

(b)

e.g.

Utile ni-bdbalvi batu

Zamãya ,ri-puli yani

Nitile nïbaÍu bali ba|vri

Nizibona ni-mulu lo

(c) Associative phÌases are used

aflmnative infl ections.

e.g. Nirut i-celete yeuata

but Hanina celete yeúãtã

Note: Jakaulì ní-ndu

hwhale ni-ndu

(He came with some other people)

(Go with thât g(mt yonder)

(l câme with the same people)

(He and the strang€Í Ìove eâch other;

lit. They love each other Ìviú the

strang€r)

(Í ând this person know one another)

(I have a lot ofmoney)

(l have not much money)

(neâr the house)

(far from the hous€)

(adjectival stem)

(reÌative stem)

(ten) (s)

They are frequently used in ÍecipÌocal extended verb phrases

Bolatana ni-rnuenlri

after the verb /-ríÌl (be with) only in

Adverbiâls consistitrg of inllected stems

Adverbials of manner and degree are foÌmed by prefixing /idJ to adjectival and

reìatìve stems as well as ceÍain noüns.

e.g. ha-,lakt (often) cp. -úata

ha-munaíi (sweetly) -mtmeti

haJishumi (ten times) lishumi



POSSESSIVE PHRASE'

SPs inflected by the possessive inflectioÍs are substaÍÌtival coíìstructions

belonging, as secondary members, to the corÌstituent class€s of nuclear

substantive and substântive in agreement in subúantive phrases

e.g. libizo la-mushimani yo (the name ofthis boy) (5)

The possessive inflections are made up ofa class affix and the morpheme /-4-l

of relationship. The class aflx indicates the possessee or object of the

relationship.

e-g. lÌbinl-a-rrrushinwri (the name it-ofúe boy) (5)

(a pot it-ofclaD (9)piza !-a-lizupa

The class affixes occur in the following forrns.

Singül|r

t-

v-
bw-

k-

14.

15.

16.

11.

18.

No Íumber PluÌrl

b-l .

3.

5.

7.

9.

11.

12.

2.

4.

6.

8.

10.

13.

v-
o-
by-

bw-

kvì-

í-
he-



e.g. likom za-mulena 'opili N,abulozi (the cattle ofthe former (10)

chi€f of Lozi-land)

buka ya-bubeli (the second book) (9)

Possessive inflections are used as constituents not only wiú SPs but also with

pronominal stems and pronouns which refer to them. Possessive stems exist

which refer to poss€ssors of Ìs; lts and class L Prcnouns are used to indicate

possesso.s of other persons and clâsses (se€ pp. 22-24.)

Is.

IIs.

I.  I

e.g. nja ya-ka

mukolo wa-hao

lip lí za-hae

but bana ba-bona

-tuj

(my dog)

(your canoe)

(his cattle)

(their children)

(e)
(3)

(10)

Q)

Common oossessive consFuctions ar€ abbreviated.

e-9. m1u ãmxnzi

mt'tú'akq

ía-taíule yani

ÍataÍüle Íani

kwa-likamba leo

(owner ofthe village) (l)

(mychild) (l)

(on that table)

(oD that table)

(in that house)

(in that house)

(ât that shore)

lE; possessive and

(16) an inflected SP

(ló) an SP

(18) ân infl€cted SP

(18) an SP

(17) an inflected SP

Locstives based on SPs are possessive in classes 16 and

sometimes nominal in class 17.

€.9.

cp.

e.g.

cp.

e.g.
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e.g.

lcwalikamba kolubata

lora-mulaho wamota

(to the Ìiver bank where

we want to go)

(in lìont ofúe car)

(at úe back ofthe car)

(inside the car)

(17) an SP

(16)

(r7)
(18)

The noun prefÌx /tü-l of class

prefixed to phÌases.

e.g. ht-mulma yaa

LlErgile ku-zofia zeo

l7 forms complex nomiÌìal consfiuctioÍÌs when

(the chiefhimsel0 (17)

(We have come fÌom those (17)

over th€re)

SUBÍANTIVE CTÂUSEs

ConstÍüctional pattem:

+/- Subj€ct + Predicate

The constituent class of subject includes every kind of substantive phras€ or

substantive. lts presence is optional in the clause ìir'hose nucleâÌ element is úe

predicate. The class of predicates is made up of copulative phÌases and

copulativ€s.

The following are examples of affirmative inflected clauses:

e.g. (a) Kelezo kinulyani (Advice is m€dicine)

M&reme woo kiwo tncle hahulu (fl|â'tmat is a very good one)

Munna yani kibondate (Thât nan is Íny father)

Musebesi vãhìuía kívonmde (The work of teaching is a

good one)



$) Mwan'aka ukwamawi wam lena

Musal'ahau ukae?

(c) Pìl yahae itata .-wale kàlicwe

Mmna yani uüusa

Kuzwapaula batu kumaswe

(My child is at úe chiefs

vilÌage)

(Where js your wife?)

(IIis heart is.as hard as a stone)

(That man is kind)

(To despise people is bad)

The foÌlowing aÌe exampl€s of negative itrflected clauses.

e.g. (ã) Bdtu ba hasí babahma (These peopleare not stÌorìg

(b)

(c)

Museme vroo hasí nromuiÌde

Mwan'ãka ha-a-hwmunzi

Lico ze ha-li-mtnati

ones)

(That Íìat is not a good one)

(My child is not at the village)

(This food is nôt iÌiòe)

(Although he prides hiÍnsef a

greât deal, he is only a commonor)

(Ifhe is cryiüg it is my chiÌd)

(If'he is angry it is because úey

have giv€Ìì bim gaüse for aÍger

time and again)

SUBSTANTIVAL SENTENCES

Substantival sentences consist of â substantival clause which may be
accompanied by participial vflbal clauses,

e.g. Nìha aipahqmisa hakankafiq

kimutuíela

Ha alila, kimwan'aka

Ha ahalifle, kìkr/li bamahawsize

hape ihape
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Chapter 2

VERBAL CONÍRUCTIONS

The Verb Radical

The constÍuctions of the verbal hierarchy are based on the verb radical as

nucl@r elemenL

e.g. -laí- (lovq want)

The verb radical, of course, Írevff appeaÌs by itsolf, bú always in an inÍlected

form. The simplest inflection of a verb radical is that of the imperative which

consists of the terminal vowel /-al and an associated tone pâttem (not marked

here). The infinitive inflection /l -...-úíl is also â simple one.

e.g. lata! (love)

(to love, loving)

Another inflection is that ofthe negative principal present.

e.g. Anïlatí (I don't love)

Th€ verb mdical is the nuclear element in all ofthese examples. They show that

the termìnal vowels /-úl and /-il are part of the inflection imposed on the verb

mdìcal and âre distinct as morphemes fÍom it. Verb radicals are phonologically

incomplete since they lack a final vowel. This is always supplied by úe

inflection.

Simplex and Complex Verb Radicals

Verb radicals ÍÌay be simplex or complex. Simplex radicals consist ofa single

morpheÍne,

e.g. -lat-

-lek-

(Ìove)

(buy)



-zìb-

-til-

(know)

(cryJ

Complex radicals are coÍstr|rctiom coÍsisting of simplex râdicals + extensions

or verbalisers. Simplex radicals + ext€Ílsions are called exteúded radicals'

Extensions arc affrx morphemes which eÉend the relations of the verb radical

to complements and adjuncts in the verb phÌase in ways beyond the power of

the simplex radical.

e.g. -ziò-drr- (loow one anothq) Yiz. /-zib/ {know) + /-an-/ the tecrptc,; l

extensio;

y'el-tz- (finish) viz. /'fel-/ (come to an end) + /-iz'/ lhe caÌd'sative

ext€nsion

-tltÌt-iris- (hear well, ündsrstand) viz. /-utw-/ (ÌÌ€aÍ) + /-iris-l the

intensive exlension.

Simplex radicals with verbalisers are called derived Yerb rsdicals' Verbalisers

arc amx morphemcs wher€by verb mdicals arc formed fiom notì-verbal stems

such as nouns and ideophones.

e.g. -hali-Í- (be angty) cp. /hali/ (anger) (9) + verbaliser /-y'1

-yukuJ- (paddle fast) cp /vuhl/ (paddling fast), an id€ophone +

'r'úba'lisü /-l-/.

Both €xtend€d and derived verb radicals are constructions and occupy the first

level ofthe verbal mnstructions.

The Verb Phrase

The second level of the verbal constuctions is that of the verb phrase lt

ì
,

I

I
I
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consists, in its fullest form, ofverb mdicals, both simpl€x and complex, together

with their complem€nts, both objects aod âdverbs, and with adjuncts which are

normally adverbial. ln verb phrases only the nuclear constituent of the verb

radical is compulsory, while the presence of the oth€r constituents, namely the

object prefix, the object and adverbial compleínents and the adjuncts is opúonal.

The constructional pattem ofúe vob phrase is therefore defmed as:

/+/- object plefix + verb mdical +/- complements +/- adjuncts/

e.g. -lat nja (waít a dõg) - 'r€rb radicaÌ + object complement

-lek- nama (b\y meat) - verb radical + obj€ct cômplement

-yakul- mukolo (paddle canoe faso - derived verb mdical + object

compÌement

-pil- nibana bahae (live with his children) - verb radical + adjunct

'bítl hawmatì (smg sweetly) - verb radicaÌ + adve.bial complement

Jatan- nìmuerÌyí (love and be loved by a stuanger) - extended verb

radical + adjunct

-nu-hãlí1ìzis- (gl're hjdn cause for anger) - object prefix + extend€d veÍb

radical

'i-pahãmis- (p de oneself) - reflexive obj€ct prefix + exlended verb

radical

The lnflected Verb Phrase

The thiÍd level of the verbal hierarchy of constructions is that of úe inflected

verb phÌase. The constituents ofthe verb phÌase are (l) the inflection, and (2)

the verb phrase. Both constitu€rìts are compulsory.

Thus the constructional pattem ofthe inflected verb phmse is:

I
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/+ inflecÌion + \ erb phÌasd.

The inflection consists of combitratiolìs of iníeúing affix morphdnes

indicatirg affirmation oí negationr úe subject, the tense, the motle ând so on,

e.g. Nì-lek-a nana (l zm ll|0yiÍrg m€ât) - the sÌrbject pre{ix /ttt-l (I) and the

termiúal vowel /d/constitute the inflectioo-

A-ni-l.tt-i nja (I futr't'ríant a dog) - the negative prefix /a-l, the subject

prefix /ri and the teíminal vowel /-il constitute the inflectiol

Bd-nuhalifsiz-e (TttÊy gêve him cause for anger) - the subject plefix

/ód-l (úey) and úe terminal vowel /-el coÍlstitute the inflection.

verbal ClauJe

The fourth level of the veÍbal constructions is that of the verbal cìaüse. This

consists of a subject and predicate. The predicâte of verbal clauses is an

(As for me, I am buying úeat)

(ïhose p€ople are paddling th€

canoe fast)

In the clause the subject is usually a subsÍântive or substantive plrase and is an

optìonal constituenl.

Verbal Sentei|cê

A fifth level of the verbal constructions is that of the verbal sentence lú a

verbal sentence theÍe is a principâl claüse which is verbal accompanied by one

or more clauses, either principal or subordinate.

€.g. Níhaiba mezi abtúela kwahu,talto (Although the úver is running

knngta, b.iu bao bat'trkularn ttolo strongly against them, those peopìe

inflected verb plúâse.

e.g. Nna ílekt dma

Batho bao bayrfula ukolo
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are pâddling the canoe fâst)

Kahli hoüma bahia kacen4 (Because my mother is sick today,

I am buying meat)

The above then aÍe the lev€ls of verbal constructions. The most complex unit is

the setrtence (level V). Its constituents axe clsus€s (leveÌ tV). Th€ constituents

ofthe clause a.e subject and pledicâtg an iíÍlected verb phÌâse (levelItr). The

constitueds ofthe inflected vob phrase are the verbal inflections ând the verb

phrase (level II). The verb Íedical (level I) is the nuclear constituent of the

veib phrase.

THE VERB RADICAL

Radicals may be simple& adoplive, derived, extended or rFdüplicated.

Simplex Íâdicals

These consist ofa single morpheme,

e.g. -hul- (grow) cp. ku-hul-.|

-lim- (cultivate) cp. ka-lim-.1

(to gow)

(to cultivate)

Commonly simplex radicals consist phonologically of consonant-vowe!

consonant (CVC) but exahples of radicals which are phonoÌogically CV, VC,

CC, C, CVCVC and other patt€ms âre found.

C,g. CV

VC

cc
C

CVCVC

-lu- (own) cp.

-ez- (ÍÌake) cp.

-ns- (take out) cp.

-y' (giue) cp.

-úeòez- (work) cp.

h u-a (to o\Àr)

k\-ez-^ (to make)

L|r-ns-a (to take out)

ku-í-a (to give)

ku-sebez-a (to wotk)
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Adoptive Ìâdicrls

Silozi has a nìrmber of verb radicals which it has adopted from other

languâges, in the main from English and Afrikaans. In being adopt€d th€

radicals are made to conforÍn to silozi phonology alrd morphology. Thus they

normally end in a consonant and aÌe inflected in th€ same way as original silozi

radicals.

e.g. ku-tolok4 (to interpret) cp. tolk (interpret) AlìikaâÌts

ht+emp-a (to stamp) cp. st.ünp English

Ndebele

Like simplex radicals, adoptive radicals are morphologically simplg they are

not constuctions.

DeÌived radicâls

Derived radicals are constructions in which the írst constituent is either an

ideophone or a substantival stem. The second constituent is a vertlalis€r, (i.e. the

element v,/hich is suffLxed to substantival stems and ideophones to form verb

radicals). Derived radicals are nuclear constituents in verb phrases.

Redic*ls derived fÍom ideophoD€s. There is a large class of derived verb

radicals whose coÍtstituents arc kleophore an4 verbaliser. Common

verbalisers in such constrüctions arc:. /-k-/, /-L/, /-rn-/, /-nJ. /-n,Èl /-t-/, /-2-/.

e.g. -yuku-k- (go fâst, ofa canoe) cp. ),zhr (moving fast, ofa canoe)

-yuku-l- (paddle cano€ fast) cp.l,*r (ditto)

ku-caya (to hit) cp. -tshay- Qtrt)

-lüht-n- (thÍob\

-íumya-n- (stink)

c,p.luht 0umping)

cp. finya (stinkiÍg)

-zid-tty- (wobbfe shake) cp. zikïziki (shÃking)

-puku-t- (usebellows) cp.pükú-puku(blowing)
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-caculü-z- (ÍÚ'rrlliply) cp. caculu (gowing)

Rtdicals derived fmm substrtrlive steDs. Tt€re is a small class of deÍived

verb râdicals whose coístituents arìe a siem (eith€Í norúiÍal, adjectival or

relative) ând a verbalis€r. Common verbalisers in such constructions are:

/-f-/, /-fal-/, /-faz-/, /-b-/.

e.g. -hql+ (become angry)

-svea-/a/- (become white)

-rdraúl- (b€comedifiicult)

-ìtolo-faz- (v.òfteÍt)

-ìnaïb- (becomeunlucky)

cp. buhnli

cp.4veu

cp. 4ara

c.p. buttolo

cp. bumaí

(anger)

(white)

(haÌd)

(softnest

Oad lúck)

(14)

(adj.)

Gel.)
(t4)

(14)

Extended radicals

Extendèd radicals are constructions in which the fiIst constitu€nt is a verb

radical, which may be simptex, adoptíe or derived. Th6 second coÍstituerÌt is

an extension or combination of o.tensiors. ÉxtensioÍs modiry the basic

signihcance ol the radicals which they extend in varioüs ways. One Ìesult of

úis is to affect the kind of verb phrase of which they may be tho nucleaÍ

constituent. The ability to cornmand and app€ar with object complements

possibÌe to a simple( radical Íray be (i) Í€lúturce4 (ii) rcstricd or (iii)

wÍletred by the addition ofan ext€nsion.

e.g. the vúb phÌase l-lob- pizal (break a pot) is Ì€iníorc€d by the extensive

extension /-af-l,

viz. Job<tk- piza (b'.eak a pot to pieces)

It is r€stÍicted by úe Íleüter extension /-err-l,

viz. -lo,eh- (piza) (get broken (ofÂ pot))

Th€ foÍmer complemerÌt of the unextended râdical may now bo used rith th€



neuter exÍended ladical only as sübject

e.g. Piza ì-lob'eh-ile

tt is widened bY the

complement is required.

'riz. Job-el- pizã muLwenyani (break a pot for' i e to spitg a mother_

in-Ìaw)

AccoÍaling to this threefold effect of extensions on the collocational

relationships of verb radicals and verb phrases' they arc divided into thÌe€

classes:

(a) extensions which do not distürb such reÌationships;

(b) extensions which resÍict such relationships; and

(c) extensions which set these relationships iÍ a wider context'

a) verbal extensions which do not disturb the collocational reìationships of

verb radicals and verb Phrâses'

fdÃJ (extensive, Íepeated action)

-buz-ak- (ask many questions) cp 'buz'

-lob-ak- (heak into pi€ces) cp Job-

-nat-ak- (beat again and again) cp -nat-

-tah-ak- (wound in differeÍt places) cp -'dó-

( t )

e.g.

(The Pot has got brok€n)

applied extension l-et-/' 'rilh the result Íhat another

(ask)

(breâk)

(beâ0

(wound)

(2) /-a gJ (frequent, hâbitual action)

e.g. -bof-ang- (tether daiìY)

-utvÌ-ang' (hear often)

íd,rt-dl,g- (get drunk often)

(3) /-irit-/ (lntensive: thorouú, effective ãction)

cp. -boÍ-

cp. -utrr-

cP. Jahtr-

(bind)

(heat

(get drunk)



e.g.

-zib-isis-

-buz-ìsis-

-bon-al-

(understand thoroughÌy)

(know very well)

(cross-question)

cp. -utw- (heaÍ)

cp. -zíb- (know)

cp. -bw (ask)

(4) l-elel-l - l-elez-/ (Perfective: action çaÍried through to completion)

e.g. -y-elel- (go for good) cp. -l- Go)

Thìs extension takes the forn l-elez-l afrer radicals ending in lc, j. ny, s, sh z,

,Ìrl i.e. alveolar or palatal stops, spirânts ând nasâls.

e.g. -biz-elez- (call all)

b) V€rbal extensions ìr,,hich restrict the collocational relationships of verb

rad;cals and verb phmses,

(5),/-Ír"-/(Associâtive: action or state affecting parts of awhole in common)

e-9. -lamb-ãn- (be well kneaded as a lump)

lirlurrLan - (be upside down)

Jìmb-.tn- (crowdtogetheÍ) cp. -,/izó- (press down)

(6) (i) /-al-/ (Neuter: actioÍ eâsily performed, aqtion done without refeÍence

(i1) /-eh-/ to agent peÍhaps becoming a state)

-om-elel- (d.y up)

-/ìt-elel- (pass ght thrcugh)

cp. -om- (dÌy)

cp. -ft- (pass by)

cp. -bon- (see)

cp. -utt|- (h€ar)

cp. -si- (leave)

cp. Jat (thrcw away)

cp. -er- (do)

(be visible)

(be audible)

(be left)

(get lost)

(be feasibÌe)



-sub-eh- (be dr€adtul)

0\ /-w-/ - l-iu,J (Passive: action undergone by a $rbject, often as the result of

some agency)

e.g. -zib-t!-

-brE-w-

Job'w-

-zamay-w-

The form /-iuJ is used after radicals which are of c' CC, CV phonological

shapq also radicals ending ir /-C',|-l ar'd as an âltenútive in other cases

to /-w-/.

e.E -í-ir-

-ns-iw-

-sl-iw-

-zib-it -

(8) /-ar-l (Reciprocal action)

e.g. -zib-att- (know one another)

-bon-an- (see €ach other)

-utw-an- (h€ar each other)

-lat-an- (love one another)

cp. -zib- (know)

cp. -bon- (se€)

cp.-utvt- (heat

cp. -lat- Qove)

c) Verbal exte.sions which set the relationship of v€rb radicals and verb

ptrases in a ìir'ider context

cp. -sab- (fear)

(be known)

(be asked)

(be bÍokeú)

(be walked)

cp. -zib- (know)

cp. -brE- (ask)

cp. Job- (break)

cp. -zamay- (úalk)

cp. -í- (give)

cp. -rrr- (take out

cp. -,si- (leave)

cp.-utw- (heâr)

cp. -zìb- (know)

(be giv€ÍI)

(b€ taken out)

(be l€ft)

(be heaÍd)

(be known)



(9) /-el-/ - lan-l - l-ez-/ (Applied: aúion done on behalf of or to úe detriment

of som€onq towards or wiú respect to some person, thing or place)

e.g.tof -lek-el- (buy for)

-halif-el- (be angry with)

-c-el- (eat out of, for)

n),, sál (Gowletl 1967,p.39,41).

e-g. -yendam-en- (lean againsf)

-bíz-ez- (callro, for)

-fos-ez- (do wÌong to)

cp. Jek- (buy)

cp. -h!ií- (be 
^ngry)

cp. -c- (ear)

cp. 'yemlam-(lan)

cp. -biz- (call)

cp. íos- (do wrong)

The form /-er-l is used after a few mdicals endingin /m, nl and thaÌ of /-ezJ

aft€r Édicafs ending in the alveolar spiÌants /ü z, zvl and the palatals /c, j,

baÌ

E€S

rÉÍb

(10) (i) ,/-f-l (Causative: action brought about by úe action of an agent on a

person or thing)

This extension is given the conventional form ofl-IJ to indicate úat it does

not occur âs such but is manifested only in a restricted number of

morphophonemic clìanges. These occur in radicals as follows:

FinaÌ radical consooant l'+Y > r

k+y > r

l+Y > z

n+y > ny

e.g. -tus- (take away) cp. -tuh- (go away)

-hupüz- (remind) cp. -hupul- (remenrber)

-keny- (iÍsert) cp. -ken- (€nter)

(ii) /-is-l (Causative: action brought about by the action of âú agent on a



€.9.

cp.

person or thing, in some cases âssisting the action to take plâc€)'

-lobal-ís- (cause to sleep, sle€p with') cp' Jobdl- (sÌe€p)

Jobaz- (put to bed)

-fuluh-is- (help to Paddle)

-zub-is- (offer tobacco to)

-bal-is- (teach to reâd)

-fot-is- (wait till sunset)

cp. -fuluh- (P€ddle)

cp. -zuh- (smoke)

cp. -bal- Gead)

cp. -Jol- (get cool)

Combinationt of Extensions

Radicals and verb plrases âr€ extenald not only by single extensions but by

ceÍtain combinations of extensions, Common coÚbinations of extensions are

úe following:

1o+2 -k-aÌ\g- e-g. -bon-is-ang- (show often)

E+9 -a*el- 'bon-an-el- (see each other for)

9+8 -el-ãtt- -lek'el-an- (buy for each other)

5+9 -IÍt-elel- Jong-an-elel' (all embaÍk) cp long- (load)

6+2 -eh'ang- Job'eh-ang- (get brokeÍ often)

l0 + 7 -is-tt- 'bon-is'w- (be shown)

g+7 -eI!- -4ol-el-w- (have wÌiften for one)

6+g+7 ah-el-w- 'si4-eh-el-tr- (lìave spoilt for one)

Rêduplicated Radicalr

VeÍb radicals may be reduplicated ând form a construction at Lev€l l' the leveÌ

of the radical. The constitueÍts are two identical radicals save in the case of â

radical ofc or CVC+ shape. In the câse ofc radicals the redüplicated radical is

preceded by a stabiliser /a/

e.g. -c-ttc- (eat a little)
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ry
e.g. -lomlom-

(dÍink a lìttle) (dÌink)

ln the case of CVC+ radicals there is either complete rcduplication or, Ìess

commonly, reduplication only ofthe fiÍst CVC ofthe radical (Gowlett, p. E4-5)

e.g. -honon-honon- (keep on grumbling) -honon- (gr[t\\ble)

-kopa-kopan- (teep on meeting) -kapan- (Íneet)

-buz-buz- (keep on asking)

Repetition of radicals may impÌy repetition, as in the above examples. lt may

imply half-hearted, haphazard action done here and there, now and then,

-buz- (ask)

d)

(plant h€re aÍd there) -rorì1- (plânt)

or an actìon done for a short time,

e.g. -pa g-pang- (build for a while, iícompleteìy)

or an action occurÍing to a Ìimited extent,

e.g. -shend-shend- (rebukegently)

-ekez-ekez- (increase a little now and then)

THE VERB PHRASE

The verb radical as discussed on pages 51-59 is the nucÌear constituent of the

construction at the n€xt level in úe hierarchy of verbal constructions, nâmeÌy

the verb phrase.

The verb phrase, besides the verb radical, may contain the folÌowing optionaÌ

constifuents:

(i) an object prefi\;

(ii) an object complement or compl€ments;

r fa

üis
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(iii) an advobial compìement or complements;

(iv) ân adjunct or adjuncts.

e.g. -bup- (mould), a v€Íb radicaì, in the inflected veò

phrase

-Iiáup-

,o-ót pd (They mouìd)

(mould them), object prefix + verb radical, ìn

úe inflected verb phrase

SaJi-ózp-a (They mould them)

-ti-bup- üpiztt ta (mould the Pots), object prefix, radical and

obj€ct complement, in th€ inflected verb phmse

Ba-Ii-bupa lipizúna (TIÊy rnould the Pots)

Ji-bup- lipizam (ínould the pots at the rivor), object prefix,

lcwanuka radical, object complement and adverbial

complement, in the inflected verb phras€

Ba-tïbupa Wi4na hranuh't (They moÌrld

the Pots at the dver)

Jïbup- tipiadna (mould the pots at the river by hand), object

kwanuka ka nazoho prefx, radical, object complement' adverbial

compleúent and adjunc! in the inflected vorb

Phrase'

Ba-li'bup-a lipiza',a kwanuko Édmazoho

(They mould the pots by haÍd at th€ Íiver)

It is the verb phmse (VP) riÍith all its internâl relationships which is inflected'

not just the verb radical. To recognise the existence of the VP âs a constant

constituent at the level of the inflected \?, compâre the followin& diff€Íently

inflecte-d, VPs.
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KUJíb ap-a lipüana hwanuka harrúzoho

(To mould the pots by hand at the river) (infinitive)

Li-bupa lipizar,a *Mtnuk t kttt razoho

(Mould the pots by hand at th€ river) (imperative)

N-a-líbupa lipi4tna L$,.mvho karúazoho

I mould the pots by hand at the river) (AffiÌmative principal present)

Haií-lïbüp-ì lipizanq. lot)anaka kanqttho

(I do not mould the pots by hand at the river) (N€gative principal

pÍesent)

It is this unit and its intemal relationships which are studied in this section.Ì

THE STRUCTURE OF THE VP

The \? is charactfíised by the optional constituents, viz. the object FeIDL úe

complements and the adjuncts and the relationships rhich obtain between them

and the radical, úe compulsory constituent. The constituents a.e termed

optional in that a VP and an iÍÍlected \rP may exií without them. All úe

following are inflected VPs wiú identical infleúio\ va. lNïa...a/ (affií]Jlative

principal present).

vh. Nïali-bup-a (I moüld them)

N-t ïbup-a lipiz.t,a (I mouìd the pots)

Na-li-bupa tu rwzt ho (l mould úern by had)

| úÌ this srctioÍ! VPs @ in bold in exmpl€s.



N-a4ïbnp-a lwaúuÉa (l mould them at the river)

The \? is a construction which shows enomous varieti/ in its possible

realisations. [n ord€r to desüibe this va ety and, at the same tim€' the

underlying stíuctÌre, each of th€ constituents must be examined in tÚm They

will be desoibed in this order:

(a) the adjuncts

(b) the complements

(c) the object Prefixes

a) The Adiunctt

The term adjunct indicates a constituent class which inclndes both

constructions and Particles.

(a) The constructions consiÍ of adverbial phmses and adverbials- The adverbial

phrases are substantive phÌases inflected by the adverbial aíïxes //íi-l (of

agency), /ÁaJ (of instrumentality), /,tÈl (of association), /si"a-l (of nanneÌ)

and /-7r7 (locative) Adverbials a.e substantives (potential substantive

phrases) inflected by these affìxes and inflected stems inflected by the

afx /lral (of manner).

(t) lhi-l (agency). Adverbial phrases and adverbials inflected by /H-l



commoúly occuÌ in a passive extended vP.

te

e.8.

cp.

e.g.

-cis-w- Hliztzi

Mabele aklt-cisv-a kilüazi

- k al az-a, - kitit a k ul uk u

I u- htlazw - a h is il u küt ulç u

U-buLtibra kilaü yel ur.a

U-bulaih,a kibuluku

bobúnes$te

U-bonw-i kísikwala seo

U-bonh,-i kilarn a baborra

(be bumt by the sun)

(the com maylwiÌl be bumt by the sun)

(be tired by the heat)

(we are exhausted by th€ heat)

(He was killed by a big lion)

(He was kilÌ€d by a serious disease)

(He was seen by that artisan)

(He was seen by their husbands)

el

cp.

e.g.

e.g.

e_9.

(ii)

e.g.

d&

/Ía-l (instÌumentality). A number of relationships are conveyed by úis

inflecting affix.

Jirn- kamihünu (cuÌtivâte wìth hoes)

-bvlq,- harnalutut at afala (kill with nany speaÌs)

-i-lol- kalit ka (anoint sellwiú red oche)

-bes- Iitina kamulilo (bâke bricks with fiÌe)

-lah- kttsilina sa1970 (come in the y€ar 1970)

-tah- l@rrako yabusihu (come at niút-tim€)

-q- kalal.t (do ,flith diÍficul9

-ez- kabanolo (do gently)

-ez- Labaka lali? (do for what reason?)

-e4- kazazi lapili (do on Monday)

-ez- *ozazi rrizazi (do every day, lit. by day and day)

-ez- kanako ünako (do regularly, by time ând time)

-zarra!- kabubeli (walk in twos)

Èt

{of

FÍ)

ive

kì-/
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(iiì

e.g.

€.g. Ni-rí,a raiaeleÍe

cp. Hanïtut celete

e.g. Ne-ni-na ni'celde

cp. Neaisì- a celele

e.g. Nita-ba 4elcíe

/íi-l (association)

-tah- nüarrrra babono

-y- niluna

(si)bake4i sanasimu

bakerli sakutaha

-tot- husebela futke,Ji

sakuitulehr

(come with thei husbands)

(go with us)

(I have úoney)

(I have no money)

(I had some money)

(I had no ÌÍoney)

(l vr'ill have some money)

(I ill have no money)

Adverbials of this L'lnil are oommon after the verb radia'ts l-n"l

wilh) /-ríl (be) in Ìhe affirÍÌalive bul not in the Íìegalive

(be

Nita-be isi-tra celzlecp.

e.g.

cp.

Nihaíba ní-no niaelete... (Although I have money )

(Althoügh I hâve no money...)

(be with much vúâter in this area)

(instead of the gardens, vr'ith regard to

the gaÌdens)

(instead of coming)

(like to woÍk inst€ed offtsúng)

N íh aib a nis í- na celele.. -

40 nimezi únúIuta

n tasibttka te

(iv)

(v,

-n t ,ribusurrso bobulikani (be ìvith eíoüú relish)

lsina-l (like)

-orrr- sina mashdbali (be dry as sand)

l-4il (lúative). This locative inflecting affrx' active in the other Sotho

lânguag€s, swvives in inflected possessive phrases like:

e.g.

ó4



(vi)

e.g.

/ádJ (nÌanner, degree). This afx is prefixed to adj€ctival and relatìve

stems to form adverbials of manner.

4iE naha hande hahurr (know the country very welÌ)

heawi

-lal- hahülü

-tah- harJata

(love greatly)

(come often)

(like flour)

(like a stone)

(how many times?)

(onceJ

(vii) Nofe the following constructions which appear to incorpomte

demonstratìves and inlerÍogative stems:

cwale (like this), cwolo (like Íhat), cwna (thus), cpati? (how?)

ottanuuu (Íow). Ttrc firrm cpnle is often used with adverbiâls inflected

by lkal,

e.g. cwale kafulaulo

cwale kalínrc

(b) No examples of particles have been noted.

b) The ComplêmentÍ

Complements differ from adjuncts in being substantives or substântive phÌases,

whereas adjuncts are inflecte/ substantive phÌases, inÍlected substantives or

inflected stems, the inflecting ailxes not being class affixes-

(a) Adeêrbial complements

Complements differ f.om one another in class, m meaning and in the range

of radicals with rir'hich they appear. The following types of complement can

appear with the widest range of Íadicals. Like the adjuncts they are



âalveÍbial in m€aning arÌal define that ofth€ radical in terms of place' timq

degÍ€ê and manner'

(i) Adverbif,l coÍÍplemetrtr of plac€' These aÍe phÌases of class€s 16' 17

and lE. Those of classes 16 and 18 are ínainly possessive' those ofclass

l7 mainly nominal and possessive Nouns of otheÍ cìasses arc used

locatively as well.

Cl,16 | -Pil-falit oho (lit. suÍviv€ on fing€r nails' viz' have a

naÌrow esqrpe)

(sit on a mat)

(anive at the shore)

(plâce on the table)

(âÌrive úeâd of him)

(near tlte tÍee)

(úere)

(arri!€ at the chie0

(aÍive at another Placê)

(arive behind)

(anive at the forest)

(aÍÌive at the tree)

(anive there)

(aniv€ at Senanga)

(anive in fiont)

(arÍive far fÌom the tree)

(arrive elsewhere)

(aÍrive over there)

-in- lanuseme

-fr(- Íalikambo
-be- íataÍule

-frt- Íaqili Yahae

-Jií' fakaufi ,tikola

-ft-fani

Cl.11 . -ftl- kumulela

-Jit- kusili

-iií- twamaldho

-Íir- kwomushiru

-frt- hrt drola

-ftr' ht'aíeti

'fiÍ- kwase anga

-fí- kwaPü

'ftt- kwahule nikola

-lit- koku'Jtt'i

-frr- Éwani
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AdveÌbial complements of place do not indicate motion eiúer to or fiom. These

notions, as well as that of tes! are conv€yed by the Ìadical wiú which úe

complem€nìs occur. Phmses inflected by lfa-|, /moa-/ and lhwal i\dlcate

place which are respectively relatively near and within siút, relatively neâr

bú out of sight, and Íar.

C.l.18 | -pil- nü,andu

-ltt- ,rdtarrüko

-be- ntwalasi

-be- mrvani

(live in the house)

(fall into the river)

(place undemeath)

(place in there)

(They live on the hill, not far, in sight)

(They live on the hi1l, not far, but out

of sight)

(Tlìey liv€ far away on the hiÌl)

(far) (6)

(opposrte) (6)

(highup) (9)

(aÍrive afterwards)

(die du ng ajoumey)

cp. Ba-yth-ile íalilundü

Ba-yah-ile nwalilxndu

Ba-yah-ile kwalilundu

Otler classes:

mambala

nabapa

njongo-niongo

(ii) Adverbirl complement! of time. These are phÌases and substantives of

classes 16, 17, 18, 6 and other classes,

-ftÍ-kwomulaho

-shÚt- ,nwamusipiü

-shw- kwanuhalelo akweli (die at the beginning ofthe month)

o/esreÍdây) (6)
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musífutli omunüa

musihqli wakahtsasa

masihalì vamatzibwÚú

(highnoon) (3)

(morning) (3)

(afternoon) (3)

(dro.ÃÍÌ like a pitcher sinking) (7)

(Íun togeth€r) (7)

(dobadly) (6)

(finish completely) (3)

(iii)Adverbial coúplemeDts of útnneÍ. These are certain substantive

DhÌãses and substantivês of class 7 and other classes

e.g. lib- si dondo

-rú41- sihusha

-Íez- ,rralumbi

(b) Obj€ct ComPlementt

Object coúplemeÍts corìsist of substantive pkas€s or substantives V€rb

radicals differ víidely iÍ the number and t)?e of object complements with which

they may occur. some €dicals occü with obj€ct complemeús which may be

accompanieil by object pÌelxes oí be such úat object prefD(es may be

substituted for them. These are called pridâry object complemeíts oúeÍs

occur only with seconal|ry object compleú€nts which aÍe those incâPable of

goveming an object pÌefix either âs a ccrcfereÍÌt or 
'eferent 

Still other radicals

do not occur with objeú oomplements.

e.g. Radical v/ith priinary object complements.

-nal- nja kaÍupa (hit a dog vr'ith a stick)

Radical with secondary object complement

-holaÍ.tL a o (get huÍ (in ) the ey€)

Radical with no object complem€nt

(becoíne tired)

(blaze, ofa fire)
-katal-

-luk-
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Examples of VPs \,!ith object complements:

Litryunywani lì-tus-a batu (Birds help people)

Bana h.tba-zum-i lilolololo (Children do not hunt big gâme)

Object compl€ments mây be compound when joined by /,r4

Mw amis ip ili y aka n i - b o n- i

zelattt

e.g. -baí- nortut ni-hacwala

Bana ba-lal-a kuopell

ni-kubapala

Uka-bona kuli ulobezi ni-kuli

ulolaíelo

<) The Objed Pr€fixer

Lu'-.t- i-bon-a

Singular

(In my travels I have seen many

thirÌgs)

(want meat and beer)

(ChildÌen like to sing ând play)

(You can see that he is sleepìng and

that he is only dreaming)

No nümber

The last constituent in the VP is úe object prefix. Th€ place ofthe obj€ct prefìx

in a VP is âlways immediately in front of the radical

èg. Mu-bon-o ,ruka na:' (Do you see the river?)

(We see it)

Ì1Ìe object preÍixes

ibllowsl

I

l l

nl

for the fiÌst. s€cond and úird persons. and all clâsses are as

2.

PluÌal

ba-
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t3.

An object prefix may be eiúer a referent (in the absence ofa substantive in the

\rP) or â co-refdent (vrhen the substantive is pres€nt in the VP to which it

rcfers). ln €ither case there is agreement betvr'eerÌ object prefixes and

substantives,

Object preflxes as referents

SiÍgülar No nümbêr

3. u-

f. i-

11.  lu-

12. ka-

14- bu'

| 5. ru-

17. ku-

Plurâl

4. i-

8. bi-

10. zi-

(Do you like the Plain?)

(l doÍ't ìike it)

(t knew him)

(Has my boy helped You?)

(As for the br€ad, they ask foÍ it fiom

the chie0

(You wilÌ see i! their village, that is)

(They hav€ taken the shrubs)

Na x-laÍ-a libalo?

Hani-lïlltl-í

Ni-mu-ziÚ-ìle

Na müshi ani vaka

u-ku'tus-ìze?

Object prefixes as co_rcfeÍents

B o na b aho be ba' bu- k uP -a

kumulerri

Mu t a - u-bo n- a mun z i wab o na

B a-b ï,t g - i I e bicttc d ni



The reflexive prefix /È/, Íefeffing back to the subject of the VP, but as object,

also occurs immedìately in fÌont of the radical. The combination of /r, + radical

causes morphophonemic changes to the radical similar to those involved in úe

combinatìon: noun prefl\ /ìy'-l ofclass 9 + noun stem. That is, the initial phone

(i.e. sound) of the radical is changed in many instances where the following

sequetces occur:

li-/ + .DÂiïlal lbl> /p/ e.g. -i-ptts- (ntle oneself) cp. -áres- (rule)

Uì > /pl e.g. -ïp- (gil'e oneselo cp. -y' (give)

I ll > /íl e.g. -i-tat- (love onesel0 cp. -/dt- (love)

/yl > /c/ e.g. -i-cahel- (blild for oneselfl cp. -yahel-
(build for)

/h/ > /H e.g. ïkolofaz-

(hurt)

hr/> lk'l e.E -ïkwis- (trip oneself) cp. -1fi-,e- (caus€ to

fall)

lql > lkl e.g. -ïkabel- (apportion to on€selD cp. -aóel-

(share out)

\o examples of the object prefix and the reflexive prefix occurring together

\rere acceptabÌe to informants.

THE INFLECTED VERB PHRASE

Tie inflected verb phrase is the verbal construction at the tlìird level of

-'onstruction. Its constauctionâl pattem ìs as follows:

Inflection + \?

(huÍ oneselD cp. -holoÍtz-



The structure of the \? has alÌeâdy be€n treated on pages 61-71 The present

section is conceÍned with the coníiíÌelrt classes of iúflecting morphomes and

the system whereby membels of these constituent classes are combined into

inflections.'

CAÍEGORIES OF INFLECTION

Finite and Non-Finite Inflections

Finite inflections include a subject prefix; non-finite inflections do not The

latter include the infinitive and imp€rative inflections,

e-g. ku-bes-a nana (to Íoast meat)

(Roast meatl)

PÍimary and tecondary Finite lnflectiont

Finite iÍìÍlections may b€ alivid€d inlo two classes, primâry and s€condery ln

prinary inflections there is reference to time' conveyed by tense signs' Pnmary

inflections have three corresponding l-orms,

(i) pÍiÍcipú used for the predicates ofmain claìrses;

e.s. Munna w-alwan-a (The rnan fights)

(iD

e.g.

(iiD

e.g.

participial, used for the predicat€s of subordinate claus€s;

Ha munna a-lwan-a... (tfth€ Íún fights...)

r€lâtive, used for prcdicates which ffe secondary members of the

constituent classes of substantive ilr SPs.

Munna ya-lwan-a (A man who fights). See pp 3l-34

t In úe following section úe inflection in examples is in bold to distiÍguiú it fiom the

\ry whicb is inflected



(ii)

e.g.

(iiì

e.g.

Secondary inflections also have thÌee corresponding forms,

(i) hoúâtive;

e.g. Ha-aJwan-e (Let him Íight)

"pÌesent" sübjuncÍive;

ftulí) alwan-e ((so that) he should fight)

'past" sübjünctive or cons€cutive.

(hdìtela) a-lwan-a ((until) he foughr)

Secondary inflections do not of úemselves .efer to time. The "present"

subjmctive occurs in subordinate or consecutive clauses in sentences where

pr€sent oÌ future tenses have been used while the "past" subjunctive occurs in

@nsecütive cÌauses wher,e th€ past or poteÍÍial tens€s have Lìeen used.

These six inflections, thÌe€ primary and three secondary, are sometiÍnes ref€rred

to as moods or modal forms.

Áfirmative atrd negative itrf,ectfuB. lÍflections are aÍïirmative unless they

üe mark€d by a negative morpheme. This is úe preÍx /ha- - aJ in the case of

Fincipal inflections and l-si- - -sa-l inthe case of others. In general theÌe is a

cqresponding negative inflection for every affirÍìative one.

Hectint Morphcfier of VPr

rIÉ inflecting morphemes exist in classes fÌom which members are drawn and

Ecmbine in a regular order. The following classes of inÍlecting morphemes can

Le distinguished: prefxal morphemes, subject prefixes, negative signs, terse



signs, aspect signs and terminals.

Prefixal MorPhemes

In fiÌìite inJlections the subject prefix is the first constituent except in the

negative pdncipal ând hortative. In th€se inflections, preflxal morphemes

Fecede the subject plefix.

e.g. (a) Íhe ÍrcF;ative PÍefix /ha- - rt-l

. (b) the hortative Prefix lha- - aJ

e.g. Ha-ni-lwan-i

Ea-lü-bon-e

(I don't fight)

(Ìet us see)

(The people see the fires)

(They see the fires)

Subject PreÍirer

ía) In all finite infle{tions, one member of the constituent class of subject

pÌefix (sp) appears as a constituent ofthe inflection The function ofthe

sp is lo relale Ìhe predìcate (inÍected \eÍb phÌase) o[ a clause lo ils

subject which, as an optional constituerÌt of the clause, may either be

present or merely reÍèÍed to.

Bdtu b.r-bon-a mililo

Ba-bon-a mìlilo

The relation of subj€ct and pÌedicâte js one of agÌeement iÍ person and

number or class. Non_agreemenl is allovred and indeed, preferred'

where a noun subject olher than of classes 1,2' ta and 2a indicates a

person or p€rsons. lÍ this case, the subject preflx of the inÍlection is of

classes I or 2 though the subject do€s not belong to those classes

Lisole u-lwona kalitümo (The soldiet fights úú spears)

(The dove flies thÌough úe air)

(b)

e.g-

cp.

e.g.

cp. Liìba li-Íí-a kamofa
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(c) There are two forms ofth€ sps foÍ the Ist and IInd persons and thÌee for

each cÌass of th€ Ilhd person. The second of the two folms in each case

is of C or CC shape and occurs before úe tense signs coísisti.g of the

vowel lal (vn. the sign ol úe "long" pr6en! and that of the past

sübjünctive). Th€ thfud ofthe thr€e fornrs in eâch case is úsed in relativ€

inflections. As appears from inspectioq the sps of s€ries (iii) are

coÍnplex and reflect an earlier constrüction coÍrsisting of, a

demonstrâtive, fiIst positio4 and the subj€ct prefix,

e.g. Liíba leü-M-.t (a dove which flies)

In class€s 1, 3, 4, 6 and 9 the vov,'els of the sps of series (iii) are lo.g,

refleoting the coalescerìce oftwo vowels at an earlier stage'.

c.g. yo:- < yo- + a- (1)

oi. wo r r- (3)

ei<ye-+ï (4)

a.- <a- +a- (6)

ei<ye-+ ï (9)

(iiD

I p. sing.

I p. pÌur.

II p. sing.

II p. pÌur.

III p. l.

(ir)

v-

(i)

lu-

t-

2.

3.

4.

ba-

w- -O-
b-

ya- (ya:)

baba-

e- (e:-)

rTte coloÍì /:/ inseÍÌed afler a rowel indicares úat it is a long vowel.

75



6. a-

7. si-

8. àr-
9. ì-

Ì0. /t-

t l. lu-

13. I -

14. bu-

15. ku-

17. ku

lelÌ-

a- (a:)

byebi-

lolu-

kak4-

bobu-

kohu-

1-

o-
s-

by-

v-

k-

bw-

kr"-

k\1j-

(d) Alternaae Formt are:-

(i) The form l-hü'l of the s€cond person occuÍs aÍÌer the hortative

Prefix,

e.g. À-ku-nïlus-e (Pleâse help m€)

(ii) The forms /z-l and /p-l ofclass 1 are üsed iÍ afiirmative principal

terÌses exc€pt the potential. Otherwise the lorms la-l and lo-l are

e.g. Ll-zib-a hande (Ite knows weÌl)

cp. Ha-a-zib-i hande (He does not know welì)

e.g. V-a-bu-lek-a, bucwah (He is buying somq beer that ìs)

cp. IJ-bu-lek-ile a-nw'a (Õ-.t-rlt-d) (He bought some ând drank)



Negâtive Signí

There are two negâtive prefixes l-ta., ãnd /-sïl in addition to the prefxal
negaliye pÍef1x /ha- - o-/.

(a) /-sr-l occurs in the infinitìvg paÍicipial present and past, Ì€lative

presenl and pâsl and úe subjunctive.

e.g. ka-sa-ziba

níha ba-sa-zib-i

balu baba-sa-zib-i

ha mr-sa-bon-a

niha ha-sa-zib-a

(not to know)

(although th€y do not know)

(peopìe who do not know)

(ifyou did nof see)

(alúough they did not how)

(Do not go)

(Do not go! pl)

(I did not know)

(although I did not know)

(people who did not know)

(I wilYwould not get angry)

(although they wilYwould not get

angv)

(I must not hear a sound)

rrì, Ni-si-ke na-ututa

\"ie that in úe potentiâI, whefe l-ka-/ occurs, the 0egative sign follows the

Ese sjgn. In the past. il Fn€cedes lhe lense çign.

soÍne silozi speakers preler the negativ€ subjmctìves U-sa,zamaya! (Do n6 gol),
l&-ss-zanay-el (Donot gol plúal).
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(b) 6i-l occurs in the imperativq úe principâ1, participal ând rclative past

and potentiayfuture, and the subjunctive.

e.g. Si-zanay-il

Si zamay-e-!ì

Ha-ni-si-ka-zìb-a

niha nïsïka-zib-a

batu baúa-si-ka-zib-a

Ni-ka-si-hltl f-i
elt- Ni-kaai-kena-halií-a

niha ba-ka-si-halíÍ-i

tÌL niha ba-si-ke ba-halif-a

Ni-si-tttw-i mulumo



Tênre Signt

(a) l-a-l (!a:'D I dtrÌdÍiaÍive pdncipal present, long form

(b)

e.g.

e.g. Munnow-o-lü-bon-a (Th€ man sees us)

pdncipal, participal and relative

(she will buy úeat)

(aÌthough I shaÌÌ íetuse)

(p€ople who will refuse)

negative potential and negative future

(I might go)

(I miút have gone)

(people who might go)

(I shall not go)

(l would not have gone)

(people who will not/cannot help)

(They did not help)

(alúough they did not help me)

(people who did not help m€)

/-ra-l : affrmative future,

A-tu-lek-a na a

nihaiba nila-han-.t

botu baba-ta-luna

(c,

e-9.

/-/íd-li affirmative potential,

Nïka-zamqua

Ne-r,i-Éa-zam.ryua

batu baba-*a-zamoY'a

Nïha-ci-zamay-i

Ni-Éa-si-ke na zamaya

Ne-ni-kd-si-zamay-i

Ne-ni-sïke na-zamtY'a

b atu ba b d - ktt- si-í us - i

b atu baba-si-ke ba'tus -a

/-ko-|. neg tìIJe past

A-lta-si-ka-hts-a

n i ha b a- s i- ka-n ï íLts' a

b aíu b ab ã- s ï ka-n i - tus - a

alt.

alt.

alt.

(d)

e.g.

(e)

e.g.

/-d-l: affiÌmativ€ subjunctìve past

Lurtite, h,-o-kal-a Waha (we arrived and began to build)



(0

e.g. Ba-sa-luta

A-lu-sa-zib-a

(b)

eg.

/tru-l: infinitive

ku-rtt-a
ku-sa-fit-t

Nïsazo-lek-a njinga

niha ba-sazo-rtta

(to arive)

(not to arrive)

(They still teach)

(We no longeÌ know)

(I have just bought a bicycle)

(althouú th€y havejust anived)

(Do not continue to pay)

(Let us keep on studyitrg)

(You must continue to study)

(You must not go on working for

AJpect Signt

There are thÌee morphemes $4ìich appeâr to be inflecting morphemes and which

Íe{ine the inflection by implying coDtinuing actiorÌ.

(a) /'sa-l (still; ìn the negative, no longer)

This morphôme occüs in aflrmative primary inflections io the prejent, pâí

rd firture. In úe negative it appeâÍs to be Ìestricted to the principal present

inÍìexion.

The form ftazr-l Cüs! recently) is Ìegtricted to the amrmative pÌesent.

tc) l-no-/ (keep on, continue) is r€stricted to the n€gative imperativq the

hortativg the prcsent and past subjufttives, in which orders and

requests ar€ given. Some sp€akers restÌict its us€ to úe pÌ€sent

t-

I

subjunctive.

Sïrro-lií-i

M a-s i- no - b a- s e b e lez - a
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TeÌminals

Terminals are comtitueÍfs of iúflections which occur âs suff;xes to radicals in

inÍl€cted VPs. They are thus discontinuous with ú€ other inllecting morphemes

with which they combine to form inflections. The forms and distribution are as

follovr's:

(a) /-r7: negative present p mary tenses, save when thô aspect sign /-sa-l is

use4

Ea-ni-lat-i

Ea-tti-saJãt-.t

: negâtive imperativq

sì-zantay-i!

si-ba-bon-i!

: negative subjunctive! save when the aspect sign /-no-/ is 'dse4
(Let it not bite me!)

(I-€{ us not keep on doubting)

: affrmative "occasional" subjunctive

e.g. Ni-ti ,ti-bxlel-i siFura (I sometimes speak FrerÌch)

/-el: hoÍtative aDd subjunctive present,

(Let us ask)

(Let us gq and ask)

e.g.

Mus ike rfiw a- no - s e b ez- a

I-si-ni-lum-i

Lt!-si-rro-honona

Ha-la-brc-e

IIa-la-ya, lu-buza

them)

(You must not go on working as hard

as that)

(l don't v/afi)

(I no longer want)

(do not go!)

(do not see theÍn!)

e.g.

cp.

e.g.

cp.

(b)

e.g.



(ii) affirnative, ofa VP cotrtainirg aÍl objeot pÌ€trlx;

(iii) after the âuxiliary /-roJ.

.t

Mda-ti!

Sïleka-!i!

Ba-bon-e!

Sïba-bon-e-qi!

To-utwe!

Ia u-ihra!

A-mu-bon-ile

Ba-íet-ile

(Run! - plural)

(Do not buyl - plu.al)

(S€€ rh€m!)

(Do íot see thgm! : pluÍal)

(Come and tastÊ!)

(She sawhim)

(They have arived)

/-ile/: This is the terminal ofthe past tens€ oflh€ primary inflections

This terminal is found in a number of other foros, viz. .

- as /ikel aft€r mdicals eÌÌdingiÍ /c, j, s, sh, z, 
^e, 

nyl

-b?s-ize (roâsted)

- âs l-inel afrff cf't^in Íadicals ending in /a/

è,* -t uìnun.ine

3t

- as /-ite/ 
^fra 

cfl/.t^m radicals ending in ,/

-rübet-ite (kissed)

- as /-il after mdicals en diog tn lanl aid lonl

-pahan-i

-kopott-i (met)

(climbed)

G€.

.+

- as /azil aftü râdicals eding ií /d//,

tefmiÍml l-ezíl,

-katez-i

-kotal-

8l



e.g.

cp.

-bofi ahez i - bonÍÌhalíle

-bonahal- (be visible)

(d) l-a,lt'teÍínirlal l-ctl occürs in all olher inflections.

THE BÀSIC CONJUGAÍION

The following is an outline ofthe inÍlections, each consisting ofa combiÍìâtion

of inflecting morphemes, which combine with VPs to form inflected VPs which

are the predicates ofverbal clauses. The inflections are divided áccoÍding to th€

follovr'ing categories.

l. finite and ton-finite:

2. priÍnary and s€condary;

3 . foÌms divided according to tense and aspect;

4. afflÍmative and negative.

Finite lnflections

(a) Primâry inflections

(D PRESENT TENSE

1. Affirmative

- principal : long : subject prellx (sp) -d-...-í

e.g. lYa-lu-bon-a

snon: sÈ ...-lt

e.g. U-bon-a-\i?

(He sees us)

(What do you see?)

The principal "Ìong" inflection is used with vPs consisting of

(a) a radical without complements or adjuncts;

(b) an object pÍefix, a Ìadical and object complements.
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e-9. Kwa-fÍal-a

W-a-bu-lek-a, bucwala

Bo-ez-a-Ui?

BaJek-a nama

Liiba li-jf-a kanoya

- paÍticipial : sp-...-d

niha balek-a".

- reÌative : sp-...-d

batu baba-lek-.t nama

2. Negative

- principal : ha-sp-...-i

fut-ni-lek-i nama

- participial : sp'sd-...-i

haiba mu-sa-lek-i nama...

- relative : sp-slr-...-i

batu baba-sa-lek-ì nama

(lt is g€tting daÍk)

(He is büying some be€r)

The principal "short" inflection is used with VPs consisting of

(a) a râdical followed by the interÍogative complements ttart

(v/ho?) and t?t? - -tr? ($4ìat?)

(b) a radical followed by an object or adverbial complement

e.g.

(What are they doing?)

(They are buyiog meat)

(The dove flies through the air)

(alúough they buy meat..)

(peopÌe who buy meat)

(I don't buy ÍÍeat)

(ifyou don't buy meat...)

(people who don't buy meât)

e-g-
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(iDFT]TURE TENSE

l. AÍfirmative

- p.incipal : spúr-...-a

Ni-ta-lek-a nama

- paÍticipial : sp-to-...-a

haiba mu-ra-zamaya...

- relative : sp-/4-...-4

batu baba-to-lek-a 4ama

2. Negative (The potential tense is used)

(I shall buy meat)

(iíyou will 9o...)

(people who will buy meat)

(t Ínight buy meêt)

(I might have bought meat)

C)eople vr'ho may buy meât)

(l shalvmay not buy meat)

e.g.

e.g.

(iii) POTENTTAL TENSE

1 Affirmative

- principal : sp.ríd-.. --ú
e.g. Nïka-lek-a nantt

e.g.

- participial : sp-/íd-... -d

úe rri-ka-lek-a nat ul

- relative : sp-/.d-... -a

batu baba-koJeka aìna

2. Negative

- pÌincipal : sp-la-ri-...-i

Ni-ka-si-lek-i nana

e.g.

e.g.
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- paÍticipial : spÁa-si-... -i

haìba bondate ba-ka-si-lek-i nama

- rclative : spÉ4-rr:,.i

b atu b.t b a- ka- s i- I e k- i n ama

(if faúer will not/cannot buy

meat...)

(people who will noícannot

buy meat)

(iv) PAST TENSE

1. Affirmative

- prìncipal : sp...-ife

Êg- Ni-lek-ile namã

(I shall not büy meat)

(Although my faúer will rot

buy meat...)

(People who will not buy

m€at...)

(l have bought meat)

(If they hâve bought meat...)

(P€ople who hâve bought

meal)

Some siÍ-ozi speakers prefer the us€ of an auxiliary verb construction

her€, the negative poteDtìal inflection ofihe auxiliary verb phÌase: /-fel

followed by a past subjunctive-

Ni-ka-si-ke naleka nama

Nihaiba bohdúe ba-si-ke balekll

Batu baba-si-ke baleka nama...

- participial : sp-...-irr

Ni haiba balek-ile noma...

- relative : sp...-ire

Batu bab.t- lek-ile nama
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e.g.

e.g.

2. Negative

- principal : hâ-sÈri-río-... -tt

Ha-nïsi-kaJek-a nama

- participial : sp-st:-Ía-... -lt

Nihaibd mu-sí-ka-nït1 'a. .

- Íelative : sPsr:-fd-... -lr

Batu babú-si-ka-n i-ítts-a - - -

(I have not bought meat)

(Although you did not help

me...)

(People who did not help

me...)

(I still teach)

(They will still buy meat)

(They will be still buying

meat)

e.g.

(v) PROGRESSIVE ASPECT

l Àfïtumative

principaÌ presenÍ : sp-ra-...-d

e.g. Nïsdlut-a

- principal future : sÈs4-r4-..._d

Ba-sa-tar-lek-o ama

Ba-tã- b e ba-sa] e k-a nama

Some Lozi prefer the auxiliary veÍb construction

- principal past (ofvPs wìth inchoative radicals') sp-Ja -i'e

Ba-sa-lap-ile (They âIe still hungry)

Participial and relative forms ofthe above inflectìons exist'

1 ì.e. radicals wh ìó signify stâtes or condition s that come into being, e g -/dp- (become

nungry)

r"i$
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c-s

2. Negative

- principal present : ha-sPsa...d

Httaiaazuba

This is the only n€gative inflectioí

noted.

(I no longer smoke)

coÍÍai|iÍrg l-sal v.hich has be€Íl

{b) Secondary inllections

(i) HoRTATT!'E

l. Affirmative : ha-sp-.-.-€

Ha-Iu-ya-li

Negatìve : ha-spsi-... -i

Ha-Iu-sìaw-i

(Let us aÌÌ go)

(Let us not go out)

Some silozi sp€akfls us€ úe negative subjunctiv€ of the appropÍiat€

auxiliary verb phrase heÌe.

Ltr-sïke lN'-a-^r-a (We must not go out)

(iD "PRESENI'' SIIBJUNCTTVE

l. AÍfiÌmâtive : sp-...-e

\çuli ni-leÈ-e tufia (úat I may buy meâtì

Negative : sp-'si-... -i

kuli ni-sílek-i nama (that I may Íot buy meât)

kulí ,rísi-ke daleka nafia (so that I ÍÌay not buy meât)

some silozi speakers use the negative sign /-súl heÍe

k lí ni-sa-lek-i nama (so that I dÕn't buy m€at)



(iiD'PAST" SUBJLTNCTI!'E

1. AffrÍnative sp-a-...-a

e.8. mane b-a-lobal-a

(i!) "OCCASIONAI " SUBJLTNCTIVT

(until they slept)

This is the term used by CowleÍt for úe inflection of \aPs occurring as

complements after the auxiliary tudicals l-nel 
^nd 

/-ti - -te/ 
^s

indìcating occasionaÌ âction. Only the affiÌmative is given: Sp-.....-l

e.g. (lt sometimes Ìains)

As Gowleú states, this inflection is not recognised by many sp€akers.

e.g.

(v) TIIE "CONTINUOUS" ASPECT

l. Affirmative

- hortative . ha-sp4ra-...a

H!t-Iu-no-ikut-a

- "pr€sent" subjrmctive . sP.nÈ...-a

Lu-no-ítuta

Mu-no-ítuta

2. Negative

- imp€rative : sr:no-...-i

(Let us keep on studying)

(We must keep on studying)

(You must keep on studying)

(They ought not to continue

drinking so much coffee)

e.g.

- "past" subjunctive as complement ofthe Auxili^ry Radical l-kel:

sp-a-naÈ..,-a

Basike b-a-no-nw-a koJì ahulu

88



Sïno-lek-i

- "pres€ni' subjunctive : spai-no-...-a

,na-s ï no - b a - s eb e le z -a

I{ON-FINITE TNFLECTIONS

(.) The inlinitive

1. AffirÍÌative : fú-...-a

c.g. kuJek-a nama

(Don't continue to btty)

(you should not ke€p

working for fh€m)

2. Negative : Ã|,-so'...-lr

c.g hu-sa-lek-a namcr

?) The imperative

1. AffirÍnative:

- singular ....-4

Gã lek-a nama!

- phjÌal'. ...-e-4i - -a-|i

èA. lek-e-Uí t\ama!

G'S i-leka!

i-lek-e-rJi!

(to buy meao

(not to buy meat)

(buy meatl)

(büym€at! plural)

(Ì,uy it!)

(buy it! - plual)

VPs containìng an object prefx have the following inflections:

a...-e,.. .-e-r l i



e.g.

2.

e.g.

e.g. u-st-lek-i!

Negative

- singular :.Íi-...-i

si-lek-i!

- plúal : si-...-e-|i

sïlek-e-ti!

(do not buy!)

(do not buy! pluml)

(do not buy it!)

(do not buy it! - plural)

VPs containing an object prefix have the folÌowiÍg inÍlections

:...- i , . . .-e-r l i

si-i-lek-i!

si-ïlek-e-Ai !

Some silozi speakers prefer to use the negative subjunctive

negative sign /-sd-l for prohibitions.

(do not büy!)

with

AUXIUARY VERB CONSTRUCTIONS

Inflected \aPs aie the simplest lype of verbal construction which belongs to the

constituent clâss of p.edicate. A more complicâted verbal construction consists

of the inflect€d auxiliary v€rb phÌas€ ln this latteÍ conshuction the two

constituents are (1) Íhe inflection and (2) the auxiliary v€rb phÉse. FoÍ

examplg in úe inflected auxiliary VP,

hu-to-üt ,a Úuaeala (to come and taste beer)

the auxiliary \rP consists of the auxiliary radicaì /-Ío-l (come and) folÌowed by

its compfement, l-utwa bl.tcwalal, an 1. -dl inflected W"r\z. l-to'üíea

bucwalal.

The inflection ofthe auxiliary VP consists of the infinitive prefix /&,J



hu-to-utA,-a b uc xt  a la

...VP

...Inflected VP

...Arìxiliary VP

...tnfl ected auxiliary VP

(it was not eating meat)

...vP

...Infl€ction

...Inflected VP

...Auxiliary VP

...Infl ected Auxiliary VP

tb auxiliary VP consists of the auxiliary radical l-nel {was) followed by its

@pleÍnetit li-sa-c-ì namal, (it not eating mea9, a negative participial preseÍÍ

ú.cted vP.

ôÍe a number of auxiliaÌy verbs in siÌ-ozi. They difer from ordinary verbs

tat the complements which úey require arc not obj€cts and adjuncts but,

verb phrases, the veóal constructions of Level2. CoÍnpare the fivo

of comallctional pattem involved. The constructioÍal.pâttem of the'verb

/+/- objeci plefx + veÍb radical +/- complement(s) +/--adjunct(9.

l-tiw- bucwala/ (taste beer) : l-c-nanal (f€'tÍíeáÍ)

dlie auxiliary verb phrase is:

/+ auxiliary verb + veÍb phÌase,/

In the i.Ílected auxiliaxy \/P,

i -úe í -sa-c- i  r ra rrra
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e.g. l-tô -utw- bucvatlal (com€ and taste b€€r) l-ne 'c- namal (was eâting

mearJ

The verb phÌases, e.g. l'ülte' hü.'teolítl and 14- 
"ntal, 

both illusúated in the

diagraÍÌs and in the examples above, become complements by being variously

inflected accoriling to the requtements of the type of auxiliary verb For

example, the auxiliary verb l'tol requ;ires a contracted infinitive \? (i e an

infinitjve VP without its prefix /ríüJ and which is infle€ted merely by the

terminal vo]vel /-dl.) Hence the complement is l-ntw-a buooalal' The atxil]€ry

verb /-tel requires a paÍicipially inflected VP which is inflected by a subject

Drefix. olher inflecling morpheme. according lo lense aspecl etc and a

terminal vowel. In oü exâmple the compleÍneÍú is li'sa'c'i natntl in which the

inflection is /sp: i-, negative infl\: -sa- and the teÌminal vowel: -il'

Just as ordinary verb phrases need an inflection, not only ofthe compÌ€mentary

verb phÍase, but also of the auxiliary with its inflected complement' as an

accompanying constituenÍ to the verb phÉse in order to form a predicate' so

auxiliary verb pfuases also need an inflection to b€come a pr€dicate' In the case

of the Eedicate: /Èr-to utrta bucvrãlal Ìhe iíÍlection is jüst the infinitive prell\ /

l1}/. But in the case of the prcdic te lïne i-sici na"ldl' which eremplifies the

aüxiliary verb /-/rel, the inflection has to be one which âpplies to both auxiliary

verb and complementary veÍb phÌase. The complement has not only to be

participially inÍl€cted but shown as having the same subject prefix as the

auxiliary verb as both parts of the inflected auxiliary verb construction ref'er to

the same subject.

Another exampÌe: Auxiliary VP: l-na 'pil- húmundti nibítna bahrc/
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(was living pleasantly with his

children)

InÍlected auxiliâry VP: 
^.t-t4 

apil- hünndi nibãna bahae/

(Hê úas lìving Pleasântly with his

children)

The following are some of the typ€s of auxiliary radical differentiated

accordingtoÌhe nature ofth€ oomplement they control.

Auxiliary verb followed by an /..-al infleot€d VP (pethaps a contraot€d

Íurnfitve v r r,
(come.,(D

(it
(iii)

(ro
(v)

(vt)

(viD

lloJ (come and) cp. l-t-l

l-tìlo-l (have mme and)

l-yo-/ (go and) cp. /-yJ (Co)

l-ilo-l (hav€ gonê to, gon€ ând)

/-narro-l (do as soon as)op. LnonJ (friish)

-sino-/ (do as goon as)

l-zo-l (aft€r) cp. /-zw-l (coúe froÍt)

G.g. (t) Líla li-ío-Istwanitè

Ha-a-ío-luòona

Ma-to-botut

(v) A-rìaúo-frla,

lwamxlumelisa

(vr) Niaino-utnsya,

lil@mu zdzwa

CIhe enêmy is corning to attack us)

(She ;s not coming to see us)

(You must come and s€€ us)

(As soon âs he had âÍrived, we greeted

him)

(No soon€r do I l€ave thatr úe cattle go

ouD

a'Ih€ auxiliary radicalS in úis s€cti@ ãre lr€sted âs v€rb sli:ms. It is b€lieved úrai thei.
Ëminal vowel /-ol is lhe result of a coDtrÂctioÍì b€bÀre€n â foÌm€Í tdminâl vowel /-al
úd the infinitiv€ pr€fix /tüJ ol coÍí.pl.r.nmts, /-a + fru'l > lal.
: h tlÌis section th€ aìrxilìsÌy veÍb phrases âre in bold in exâmpÌes.
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(!ii) U-sà-zo-f,Ía (He hasjust arrived)

The inflection of auxitiaíy VPs with the above auxiliary radicals is not

uniform. It is stated in gr€at dçtail ií\ Gowlât' The Specíal Conjugntìonal

Series. (1967)

(b) Auxiliary radical followed by an infinitive itÍlected VP'

viz. O l-atb-l (do often; as non-auxiliary - iÍcrease)

(do neoÌly; - seelq want)

- return)

- augment)

hurry)

- seize)

(iiD l-buel-l (do agin;

(iv) l-ekez-l (do again;

(v) l-padsJ (do quickìY;

(ir) l-bat-/

(vD l-ntdl-l (keep on doing;

Ofthese auxiliary radicals all büt /-ariJ_/' and sorúetimes it as well' âÌe followed

by afirmative participial present complemeÍts as altemaúves' with meaning

equivalent to the infinitive coÍìplemeíts.

e.g. (ì) Nì-alít-a futaha bea ü

(ri) NeJu-bd-ílehüshva

Ne-ba'b.t -ile baltela mtrLn lra

(iii) Nì-ktt-buela nikula

Mutlr -b@zi htYema

(i'r) Ne-ba-ekezahrbulela

Ne'ba-ekez'a bdbuleld

(\.) U-pokis-izekuiesa

U-Pakis-íze aieza

Ni-ía-Pokis-a niieza

(t often come here)

(We nearly died)

(They ne€Ìly fell into the rivor)

(I may fell sick again)

(The person got uP agam)

(They spoke again)

(Ihey spoke again)

(He did it quickl9

(He did it quickÌY)

(l shall do it sôon)
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(vi\ Bahìmaí ba+weli tukaruna

Bashimani ba-sweli bakarltwl

(The boys keep on discusshg)

(The boys ke€p on discussing)

(c) Auxiliary verbs followed by participial inflected VPs of all tens€s,

\iz. (\) l-bal (be)

(ii) l-nel

(ìii) /-se/

oo
(do no4 do already)

(D Auxilìary VPs with /-rel as auxiliary verb aÌe inflected only to the

€xtent of prefixing of vowel subject prefix€s: to the aÌuxiliary l'nel

plus, of coursg the full pârticipial inÍlection of the compìementary

VP. The tense is past.

Ne-nígt rraya

Ne-nisazanayi

Ne-niutmyile

Ne-4isikazat &ya

Ne-nitazorrúy(l

Ne-níkosike nazan ala

(I was walking)

(Ì ,flas noÌ walking)

C had ,ir'alked)

(l had not walked)

0 was about to wslk)

(I wâs not about to ]vaÌk)

(il) Auxiliary verb /-sel is followed only by affllmative- participial

complements. It is not normally infleated save wben it is itself part

of a paúicipial complement following /'rel

(Now I am walking)

(ìVe have alrcady gound the

corD)

(W€ will soon arrive)

(l was alrcâdy walking)

c.9 Se-nizat tar')Ìa

Se-lusilile tubele

Se-lutaÍtla

Ne-ni4e nizaneya
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Ba-se balile l tãnú

Ne-t i-se ttibaboní

Nise niya líúmtiena

(fiey have already come here)

(Ì had alr€ady seeÍ them)

(I am now goiíg to the chief)

(iii)Auxiliary VPs wiú l-ba - -bel arc irfifr,l,ed in the fulüÌe

e.g. Ni-ta-be nizonatta

Nïta-be nízan oYile

(l shall be walking)

(I shall have vr'alked) etc.

(d) Auxiliary radioals and verbs followed by present particiPial iníl€cted VPs'

I
ì

viz.(i) l-frtel-l (untiì;

e.g. Ulalìbelezi ku-frtel-a lufrta

(iì l-tut-l (agam;

e.g. Nita-l la nimuborr.l

(iiD l-líl (while;

e.g. A-li asabulela, kwaíaha

mw(m'ahae

N i- I i tti s a b;ah up ula, ní s e

nibdbona balìta

B.t-li bahohã mukolo,

baupalelua

Ni-sa-li niba mu14

hanisikasieza

Ni-sa-li nikena mrtaldu,

hatlìsikamuboru

as noíFauxiliary - aírive at)

(He wait€d for us unül we should

aÌrive)

as non-auxiliary - retum)

(I shall s€e you agên)

ssnon-auxiliary - sâY, do)

(While he was stil sp€aking his chiÌd

came)

(Whilê I was still thinkiúg oftheín, I

saw them coming)

(They were pushing úe canoe and it

was too much for them)

(Ever since I became a man, I have

not done this)

(Ever since I came into the housg I

have not seen him)
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Uaa-lì ufiÍa hwahora yani, (You will aÍÍive, or, vr'hen you a. ve,

at that tl€e, you will see the river)

(iv) /-na/

(vi) /-s\|tÌ -l

(keep on doing)

(continìÌe)(v) l-mel

e.g. Nì-nze nisebez.,

Ne-ni-nze nisebeul

ÍJ-nzo umuluta?

U-sa-aze aa nrurya

(I go on working)

0 went on workitrg)

(Do you still teâch him?)

(He is still walking)

as non-auxiliâry be like)

(The horse may run away)

as non-auxilìary - sp€nd úe day)

(I shall never more do it again)

(I never do it any more)

(p€rhaps;

Pizi ìka-s$,ar,a isaba

(viD /-tol-/(iee) (not agâin;

Ha-ní-sa-lol-a nieza hape

Halty'rol-i nieza

(viil) l-tuh-/ (soon. probably: as non-au\iliaí, sÌaí)

Kifokauft, nitatuh-a niloJìta Qt is ne2L I shall soon arrive)

U-taiuh-a alolupotela (ÌIe will soon visit us)

Auxiìiary verbs followed by pre€ent subjunctive infleúed VPs.{c)

.iz (i) l-bel

(ii) /-ke/

(ìú) /-lil

(iv) /-te/

(until)

(potentiality)

(intedtion)

(untiÌ)

97



e.g.

e.g.

('r\ /-buel-/ (again)

(i) Auxiliary \rPs with /-áel as auxiliary verb aÌe normally inflected in

the prcsent subjunctive

Lumsebeza a-be afte (we shall work until he ariiv€s)

(ii) VPs as complelnents lo l-kel as auxiliary verb arc normally

inflected in the affirmative PeÍfect
(I could do it)

(I could have done iD

(iii)Auxiliary VPs vr'ith /-/r7 as auxiliary are widely inflected and

require a oomplementary VP in the pr€sent subjunctive infl€ction'

The auxiliary \? conveys action aimed at or attempted'

Nïke níaze

Ne-ni-he nieze

e.g. Nizanaya ku-li núle

Ne-nìzomaya ku-li nfite

B a. s eb e z - i I e k1i í b a-t- e

baztnaye lwahae

(I walk in order úat I may aÌrive)

(I was walking in oÌder üat I might

(They worked until üeY eventualÌY

weÍÌt home)

arrive)

Ne-ní-li nisile Lono napaleâra (I wâs intending to cross but I was

unable)

Ne-ba-li bahohe rutÉolo (They were endeavouring to move the

kono baupalelwa canoe but they were unâble)

Lumulibelezi hr-li de (We waited for him to come)

(iv)Auxiliary VPs with /-t-l as auxiliary €dical are inflected in the

present subjunctive to form a firhrÍÊ subjunctive ofthe auúliary \?'

e.8.



(f)

,tiz-

(I will get it rÃÌong again)

Auxiliary radical followed by paÍ subjunctive iÍúlected \rPs,

(negative potentiality)

(iÍÌtention)

(possibility; as non-auxiliary -

resemble)

(i) Auxiliary VPs with /-f€l as auxiliaÌy radical are iÍflected in úe

negative principal potential and participial futurg as well as irÌ the

negative subjunctive.

Ha-ni-kn-l@ naiezs (I could not have done it)

Ni-ka-sïke nahal fa (I will not, would/ not get angry)

Nìha ba-si-ke bahalíía.. (Although they will rot g€t angry..)

Ne-ba-sïke bahaliÍa.. (They would ÍIot have got angry)

..kuliii-sì-ke naziúa (..so that I mighJ not know)

Zamaya uyomubulela hií

4-14 alobale

(v) /-büel-/

Nita-bael-a nilose

(i) /-t@/

(ii) t-tit

(iii) /^tw\ÍtJ

(ii) Auxiliary VPs üth

pr€sent.

Ni-ü naqirfrla

Ne-nïli rmzanqìa

(Go and tell him that he should go to

sleep)

/-/r7 as auxiliary râdical .are iníected in Ìh€

(l am about to go. hlending to go)

(l was on the poiol ofgoing)

e.g.

(iii)Auxiliary VPs vr'ith l-swan-l are lnílated ìn úe poteútial.

Lu-ka-swan-a lwamubona (We are likely to s€€ him)
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A-ktt-stean-a alubona (H€ is likely to see us)

(g) Auxiliary radical fqllowed by "occasional" subjunctive inÍì€cted VPs,

(sometimes, occasiotìally)

(occasionally)

vì2. (i\ l4rel

\ii) tli - -tel

Auxiliary VPs wìth l-nel al,d l-ti ' -te/ as auxiliary radicals are

inflected in the present.

e.g. (1) I- e iaeli

Nja ine ilxmí bapoíi

(It occasionally ratuts)

(The dog sometimes bites úsitors)

(I som€times speâk French)(1i\ Ni-ti nibulelí siFaÌo

Th€se constructions do not se€ÍÌr to be g€trerâlly recognis€d.

THE VERBÀL CTÁU'E AND SENTENCÉ

The clause as a constr'uotion consists of a subject and â predicate. The

constituent of subject is optional but that of pÍedicate is compulsory. ln verbal

clauses the predicate is either an inflectêd \rP oÌ an inflected auxiliary VP.

Th€re are as many t'?es of claus€ as theíe are major t]?€s of inflection. Thus

theÍe aÌe principâL participial, relative, hor{âtive, subjunctive, infinitive âíd

imperative clâuses diff€ting from eâch oiher ií infleotion.

Sentences, the units of utterencg are úade up of combinations of claus€s.

Statemeots and questions no.mally contain principal claus€s as their íucleus

and this nucleus is often exlended by paúicipial or subjunctive clauses.

HoÍative and imperative sentences codâin clauses with these inflectioÍs âs

their nucleus and they arc often extended by subjutrctive claus€s.
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Sentences may consist ofprincipal claus€s joined by the conjuÍÌctiYes /t" (âd

t}Len), lkonal (b.uit), líed Out), /Éap.t/ (oÌ) and others'

e.g. UÍelize musebezi N,ahae

,nwanmsiml mi ukúeü

(He finished his wo* in the fields and

Ìr'ent hom€)

(I have heard but I do not undêrstaÍÌd)

(I savr' the fish but I did not catch it)

íAre we to build th€ house or go to till

the Ìaíd?)

(He does not work and ther€fore

cannot suppoÍt his family)

kí,ahae

Niufi,ile kono haniurwítíti

Neniboni tapi íela

nenítihoisteola

Lrkayaha ndu kaPa

Itrksyolirrro?

Haasebai kuzwaío haltkoni

kuíepa luboti lwahae

Sent€nces mây consist of combinations of pdncipal or imperative clauses and

participial cìauses. The latter aÌe often introduced and linked to the principal

clauses by conjunctives such as the following: /'a-l (if'wha), lhaibal (iÍ)'

lnihal (altlnugh), lnihaibal (although), /pttil (while), lkahal (beause)

H a rrh azi bí n üak u b u Ie I ela

crra|i?

Kaha n lihoni dnitusizÀ,

úilalsflrsa níweno

Pìli asozaíraya, ubotutni

úìyena

Niha huli otalo, usakona

* us e b eza mase b azi w a h íte

IJsike waeu lilúa, ha

(lfl do not know how can I tell You?)

(Because your fiiend h€lPed me, I

shall help you also)

(Wlile she was still walkin& she m€t

him)

(Although tl|at is the casq he is still

able to do his work)

(Do not make a nois€ whil€ he is

s-

!s

s.

t5



asabalela speaking)

Sentences may consist of combinations of principaÌ or imperative clauses and

suqiunclive clauses. These combinations often con\ el, conseculive aclion

Present subiunctive inJlection follows prcsent tense signs. Past subjunctive

infìection geneÌalì) lollows pasl ând potenliaì formsì

e.g. Iíuíe. utalife ha usali tommca (Study and be educated while you are

still young)

(He will [Tite 1o us and inform us

aboul our relativ€s' health)

(He will write letters to us and we

will be glad to get them)

(I can chase and catch you)

(lf the snake sees us, it couÌd swim ío

us and bite us)

(He works until he finish€s his woÌk)

,fidne afeze fiusebezi vahae

(lna asebeza (He worked until he finished his work)

mane afeza musebezì Ytdhae

Nive ele mone fiite nikute (Wâit for me until Ì retum)

LIna anívemezi mane nakuta (I-[e waited for me üntil I retumed)

Folofoto iboni íau (The buck sâw the lion and then rân

cwalelasaba away)

Utalunolela

al uzib ìse buoi lo bwabahesu

Utalunolela linolo

I ute lutab e huliamahe la

Nikakuma|ìsa nil svjale

Haihd noha ilubona.

ikatapel a lcwanu. ralaluma

Wasebeza

'Each clâuse is underlined to show the djtrerflt cÌauses rnaking up the
a sentence tâkes up t\{o lines a new clause begins on úe second line.
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. Chapter 3

IDEOPHONIC CON'TRUCTIONS

Not many sil-ozi ideophones have been re€orded nor do the conshuctions in

which ideophones occur âs constituents figure in th€ literature. The following

are some random examples of ideophones, in some cases Íeduplicated.

cupw. ngumbwL ttpwi

mbílu

nga tlga hga

ngaa

tlgo, tuü, twi

nyame nyame

pululu

wiukaht

yaht

yubu

(falling into water)

(going away for good)

(walking in water)

(being sour, of liquids)

(paddling fast)

(shivering)

(biting)

(keeping quiet)

(disappearing)

(being grey in coloü)

(looking round speechless)

(being bright)

Oeing dark)

(falling down)

(seizing)

(splashing of water)

h appears that ideophonic pkas€s analogous to inflected v6Ìb phns€s but very

üfferent from them in style are conshucted according to the following pattern:

ideophone +/- complemen(s) +/- adjÌrnc(s)



culu kwahuhMa (going off for good to the white man's

counlry,

(falling iíto the riv€r)

Ideophonic plrases are normally found as constituents of auxiüary veó phrases

with radicaÌ /Jil. These auxiliary \?s are inÍlected aÍÌd form the predicates of

claus€s.

e.g. Licwe neli-ü tup$,i nnrana*4r (The stone fell into the rivei)

Naaile a-li cah kwaúulít ttd (He had gone off for good to the white

man's country)

Bazanaya mwamezì ba-ri (TÏey are walking in the water,

splashing along)

(Th€ milk is sour)

(He kept quiet)

(Keep quiet!)

Naalretti mu,andu akuza a-ri Íri (He aame iÍÍo the room and kept quite

qulet)

Naakeni uwandu. Kiha ase (He came into the house. That is when

aina, alit*i he sat down quietÌY)

Naamulurnile a-li ngaa (He bit him)

Foloíoto neinmta i-Ii nyantc (The buck ran awaS disappearing into

,rydnte the distance)

Naawile a-li wuluktltü inge (He fell dowÌÌ,heavily like a tree)

kota

NaaJuluha mukolo a-linãilr Q{e was paddling the canõe strongly)

Mukalo noumata uJi mbilu (l he canoe was going very fâstì

Lizazi li-li ôraa (The sun is bright)

' The auxiliary veÈ phrases consisling oflJil ãìd ideophonic ptrases as cornplernens
aÌe in bold in €xamples in úis secÍion.
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cupwa cupwa

Mabisi a-li 4,aa

Uhaize a-ü tua

Kuza a-li ,tgo!



Btcihu bu-ü wi

Mezi ã-li yubu mxtapiza

Nja neikeni fiú,ondu, yafta

íanarna, ya-li yakü harreno

(The night is dark)

(The water is splashirìg out of the pot)

(The dog entered th€ house! drew near

to úe m€at, and seized it with his

teeth)

Ideophonic phrases may, however, function as predicates in ideophonic clauses.

e.g. Mwtn'aka culu kwabakuwa (My child went off for good to úe

white mân's countrv)


