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2.2 Suprasegmental Features 1st Rev 1
Meta' Klaus W. Spreda

2.2 SUPRASEGMENTAL FEATURES

2.2.1 STRESS

Stress, that is the prominence of one syllable as compared with neighbouring syllables by
means of higher pressure of the airstream, is not contrastive in Meta'. It is, however, useful
to distinguish between stressed and unstressed syllables, since certain tone rules can best
be formulated by recourse to this distinction.! The initial syllable of each root has phonetic
stress. All affix syllables and non-initial root syllables are unstressed. In the following
examples stress is marked by [] but will generally be feft unmarked outside of this
Subsection.

(1) {(a) 3-'bam ~ d-bami bag’
{b) e'zéd ~ a'zér "tree, stick’
(¢} 'ndb ‘house, family’
(d)  ‘wad ‘person’

2,22 THE TONAL SYSTEM

As a Western Grassfields Bantu language one expects Meta' to be highly tonal, and in fact
phonetically four different levels of tone and six contour tones must be recognized. The
tone levels are not the result of a process known as "downstepping”, “terracing”, or
"downdrift", which tends to result in a multitude of phonetic levels. Meta' does not employ
such a phenomenon, but has discrete levels of pitch with corresponding phonetic tones
which are variants or combinations of three register tonemes.

2.2.2.1 The register tones

The level tones are generally also called register tones. The register tones of Meta' are
listed in table Figure 1, starting from the highest tone downwards.

18ee §xxx for details
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2.2 Suprasegmental Features Ist Rev 2
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No Description Abbreviation Tone Mark
1 High Hi a
2 Decreased high De 1 unmarked
3 Mid Mi a
4 Low Lo a
5 Low-Falling LF 3
Figure 1

These level tones are illustrated by examples (2)(a-e).

2 @ ja ‘bee, honey”
{b) tingan ‘*.0. fizard”
(c) to? cup”
{d) 130 ‘urnbifical cord’
{e) pa’ ‘cloud’

The tones (1) to (4) of the table are register tones, while tone (5), the LF tone, is a
downgliding contour tone, gliding from Lo to something like extra low. Despite the fact
that it is a contour tone, phonetically the LF has the same status as the four register tones
treated phonologically as as a single tone associated with a single tone bearing unit.
Ghding tones which are analyzed as phonoiogical contours are treated in §2.2. 2.2,

In the framework of phonemic theory the tones (1) (Hi) and (2) (De) can be analyzed as
conditioned variations of the Hi toneme. The Hi tone occurs only after another Hi tone,
the De tone occurs in other environments, e.g. after a non-high tone or directly at the
beginning of an utterance or after a pause 2 Examples (3)(a) vs. (b) illustrate the different
realizations of the high toneme on the noun stem -zéd. The De tone is also shown on the
high toned utterance initial prefixes of @ +zéd and a +10.

3 @ a+zéd ‘tree”
(b} ot 3 5+zad ‘head of tree”

The low-falling tone is analyzed as a conditioned variant of the L toneme, occurring only
as the last tone before a pause, i.e. at the end of either a sentence or an utterance (example
(4)X(a)). The same underlying tone is realized as {Lo] in other environments (example
(4)(b)).

@ (a) pa ' ‘cloud”
{b) pa? ze ‘the cloud”

28ee §xxx for a formal presentation in terms of a tone rule
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The high toneme, with its variants Hi and De, are shown to be in phonemic contrast with
the Mi and with the L tones in examples (5) and (6), the Hi toneme being realized as De
in(5)(a) and (6)(2) and the Lo toneme being realized as HF in examples (5)(c) and (6)(c).

{b) (a) 1+te ‘to stand s.th. {somewhere)’
{b) 1+te o kick; slap; sting”
{cy ++te ‘to slp”™
®6) (a) t+gwe to reverse”
{b) ++gwe, "to pick (up)’
{c) +gwd to fail to give”

Elsewhere? it has been shown that the five tones in the table of table Figure 1 can be
derived by tone rules from the two underlying tones |Hj and {L|. The relationships of the
four phonetic or surface tones {Hi, De, Mi, Lo, and LF] to the two underlying tones are
shown in Figure 2.

[Hil ' [H|

{De]

M}

[Lol L

.{LF]/
Figure 2

The diagram in Figure 2 indicates that both the high and the low tones are under certain
conditions realized as a phonetic mid tone. This reflects the hypothesis that at a deeper
level of abstraction there is no mid tone but that there are only high and low. Example (7)
shows that a high tone is in certain environments realized as mid while example (8) shows
that a low tone after a preceding underlying high tone is realized as mid.

() (a) fi+bi ‘srnail knife’
(b) m+bi “tapping knife’
8) ({a) tch + fe+kyin ‘mouth of (the} pot’
(b} fi+kym pot’
3K W. Spreda (1986)
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2.2.2.2 Contour Tones

The remaining five phonetic contour tones* of Meta' are listed in table Figure 3 and
illustrated in examples (9) to (i1). As has been shown in Spreda (1986) all the failing
contours can be analyzed as underlyingly HL and all the rising contours as underlyngly
LH.

No | Characteristic Description Abbreviation | Tone Mark
(1 | Falling High-Low Hi-Lo A
2 | Falling Decreased high-Low De-Lo N
3 Faliing Mid-Low Mi-Lo i
4 Rising Low-Decreased high Lo-De N
5 Rising Low-Mid Lo-Mi |
Figure 3

The five contour tones listed in Figure 3 consist of a sequence of two register tones which
through tonological processes have become associated with the same syllable. The
contours they form are defined by the register tones at their end points.

It is noticeable that all falling tones have as their final tone a Lo and ail rising tones have as
their initial tone a Lo. This is an indication of the fact in the Meta' tonal system the Lo
tone is the most stable tone which gets changed only in few instances while the ligh tone,
forming the other end of the contour, is much more susceptible to be modified by
tonological processes. Example (9) illustrates how the Hi tone of the Hi-Lo contour (a) is
realized as De-Lo in (b) and as Mi-Lo in (c).

9 ({a) zOn i nyam! ‘buy meat!”
{b} nyam ‘animal, meat’
{c) njim i nyam ‘back of animal’

Example (10) illustrates a contour which is realized as Lo-De since a high tone preceded
by a low tone is always realized as De’

(10) anar ‘cocoyam’

Example (11) shows an undertying Lo-Hi combination which is realized as a Lo-Mi
contour. The rule operating here attaches the floating final Hi tone and disassociates the

4See previous section for treatment of the low-falling contour fone.

58ee discussion of NTP xxx
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Lo tone before the following article which has an initial floating Lo tone. A further rule
then lowers the Hi tone between Lo tones to Mid.$

.
a1 tony ze ‘the umbilical cord”

2.2.2.3 The Tone Patierns of the Noun

Nouns can be divided into tone classes according to the tone melody which they bear.
Thus each tone class is characterized by a particular combination of tones which is called
noun tone pattern (NTP). It is useful to recognize such tone patterns since their realization
in different environments varies in a systematic way according to the interplay of
phonological and grammatical factors.

Besides the set of regular noun tone patterns described in §2.2.2.3.1 a number of irregular
noun tone patterns are found. These are briefly presented in §2.2.2.3.2.

2.2.2.31 The regular Noun Tone Patterns

The tone patterns described in this paragraph are reguiar in the sense that their surface
realizations can be derived from their underlying tone sequences by applying the
phonological tone rules stated in §2.3.1.

Elsewhere” 1 showed that in their underlying form a regular noun tone pattern consists of a
sequence of three tones, namely a prefix tone and two stem tones. Each of the tones is
either Hi or Lo, and the eight logically posssible melodies are derived from them by a set
of phonological tone rules. The following table Figure 4 lists these patterns, labeling them
with a letter from (a) to (h). Besides stating their melodies in phonetic as well as
underlying tones it gives an example for each pattern..

6%ee discussion of NTP xxx and Rule xxx

7See Spreda (1986), Chapters xxx
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Label Phonetic Underlying | Example Meaning

a Lo+Llofto) |{L+L] fi+ji fly’

b |Lo+lo | [L+LH]| fi+ndn | Dird

c Lo+Mi JL+HL| fi+13b ‘branch’

d Lo+lo-De ||L+H] 3 +nan ‘cocoyam’

e De+Hi-to | |H+L] i+béb ‘wing’

f De + Mi [H+LH| fi+ton ‘navel”

g De +Hi |H+HL| i+bi ‘cutlass’

h De +Hi |H+H a+zéd ‘tree”

Figure 4

It is noticeable that the NTPs (a) to (d) have a low toned noun class prefix, in isolation
realized as Lo, and the NTPs (¢) to (h) have a high toned noun class prefix, which in
isolation is realized as De. In underlying representations the stems of the nouns occur in
the four logically possible combinations of the assumed two underlying tones H and L.
The Obligatory Contour Principle® reduces the sequences of [HH] and |[LL}| to {H| and |L]
respectively.

Meta' also has nouns without overt noun class prefix. This phenomenon occurs
systematically with nouns of the noun class combinaticn 9/10°, if the initial consonant is a
voiceless obstruent. The occurring tone patterns are listed in table Figure 5 in a way which
corresponds to respective tone patterns for nouns with segmental prefixes.

[ Label | Phonetic | Underlying | Example Meaning
a Lo(Lo) IL+L| pa> ‘cloud”
b | LoH {L+LH] 190 ‘urmbifical cord”
¢ (M |L+HL] 10 ‘cup’
d |LoDe IL+H] fony ‘buffalo”
e’ Hi-Lo IH+L| nyam ‘animal
¢ | M H+H | — —
g |Hilo |[H4HL| néb ‘house”
h’ Hi [H+H| ia ‘bee; honey”

Figure 5
# first stated by Leben (1973)

9See §xxx for a presentation of the noun class system
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It can be observed that there are fewer nouns with floating |H] prefix tone than there are
with floating [L] prefix tone. The NTP f is empty. The reason for this is not known.

The tone patterns in the tables Figure 4 and Figure 5 are the regular tone patterns
occurring with monosyllabic and disyllabic noun stems.
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4.1.7 NOMINALIZING DERIVATIONAL PROCESSES

Nominalization is very productive in Meta'. Nouns are formed from verb (example (1)
roots or extended verb roots (example (2)) by adding on a noun class prefix and a soffix.

1 (a) i+dan To train”
{b) a+dant+d “trainer’

@2 ta} i+dan+di ‘to train (extended]}”
{b} aS+dan+di trainer

The addition of the nominalizing suffix is optional in a some cases and in other cases it is
never attached. Depending on the specific noun class prefix employed the deverbal noun
befongs to one of the following noun class combinations of singular/plural noun classes.

NCL 12

NCIL. 3/6, 3/6a, 3/13
-NCL 6a

NLC 7/8

NCL 9/10

" Camparing this with the distributions of nouns in general among the pairs of noun classes

the deverbal nouns do not present any striking difference, except that they do not occur in
the nounclass pair 19/13, which consists mainly of objects which in the real world are

Looking at the semantic characteristics, which the so formed nouns possess, it seemed
practical to assign them to a group roughly described by one of the following Labels:

ABS Abstiraction the action itsself, only grammatically a noun

ACR Actor the one who carries out the action

MNS Means the instrument for catrying out the action

PRD Product a tangible object produced by carrying out the action
NEG Negatives a person not performing the action

It will be noted in the subsequent treatment of the nouns according to their formal

- characteristics, that few generalizations concemning the semantic content and the noun

class of the deverbal nouns can be made. The exception being NCL 1/2, where we find
three groups of deverbal nouns which are both structurally and semantically distimet.

The nouns derived from verb roots are described here according to the derivational affixes
employed and the noun classes into which these deverbatives fit.




4.1.7.1NCL 1/2

as follows:

C

Gy (&
(b}
@ (a
{b}
(5) (a)

{b)

©) (a}
(b)
) la)
{b)
e
@ f(a)

(b)

A

B

There are three structurally distinct groups of deverbal nouns which fit into the NCL 1/2.
Each of them denotes a differrent subgroup of actors. The subgroups can be characterized

the habitual actor
the prospective actor
the actual actor

Subgroup A contains nouns denoting people who habitually carry out the action depicted
by the verb. These nouns are formed by attachin’g to the verb root the NPF! 9- for the
singular and meé- for plural. Further the suffix -2 is attached. This is illustrated by example
(3) for verb roots with a Lo tone, in example (4) for verb roots with a De tone and in
example (5) for verb roots with a Mi tone.

}+ca?
34+ca’+3
i+jo
d+jp+d
1D
3+t2+3d

In example (3) no tone rule is applies to the verb root while in example (4) and (5) the
underlying H tone of the verb root is realised as Mi, because the Lowring Rule is applied
because after the formation of the noun the verb root stands between L tones.

If the final vowel of the verb root is f only the fis realized.. This is the case not only when
the final vowel is part of a monomorphemic verb root (example (6)) but also when it is the
vowel of the extension suffix {(examples (7) and (8)).

i+ kywt
3+kywi
itdan
t+dan+di

a+dan+di

}+tum
tum-+ bi

! NPF is sthe abbreviation for noun class prefix

‘to search’
‘searcher’
fo feed”
Teeder’
‘to carve’
‘carver”

1o forge”

smith”

1o train”

To train fextended)’
trainer’

‘to shoot’

‘fo shoot (extended)”



{c) Sd+tum+bi ‘shooter”

The resulting tone pattern for a low tone verb root looks like a NTP (a). However in its
underlying form it has three L tones, one from each of its morphemes, and not two as the
regular NTP (a) has. Parallel to this the resulting tone melody of a noun derived from a
high toned verb root is Lo-Mi-Lo, whichisnot a tegular noun tone pattern.

The subgroup B consists of nouns denoting ptéspective actors, i.e. persons who are
expected to carry out the action or who under certain circumstances would do so (ex.

).

(9) Tijig @ k2?, a vi a8 c¢o 1 mbirajigs
food  SCON  plenty it s CC not he eaters
Food is plentyful, but there is none who would eat it.

Verb roots with underlying high tone form this tyj)e of noun by attaching the sg./pl. noun
class prefixes fo-/mbirs- and a suffix -5 (see .examples (10) to (12)). '

10) {a) i+zon 'to buy”
~ {b} tazona/mbirazono *prospective buyer’
(1) (a) i1+bin : "to dance”
{b) tebina/mbirabina ‘prospective dancer’
{12) (a) 1+no ' "to drink’
(b0  tenos/mbiranoe ‘prosspective drinker’

The subgroup C contains nouns referring to the person who actually performed the action
denoted by the verb (see example:).

13 Tijlg 3 B mi |
food SCON PERF finish it
The food is all finished,

& V¢ 3 co 1 wéd kyri mbirsjigs.
it is. CC not he person know eafers

but none knows who has eaten it

The nouns of this subgroup corresponding to the examples (10) to (12} are listed under




(14) tezond/mbirezonsd actual buyer’

(15 tobind/mbirabind "actual dancer’
(16) tondd/mbironda ‘actual drinket’

4.1.7.2 NCL 3/6, 3/6a, 3/13
4.1.7.2NCL 7/8

The deverbal nouns which fit into the NCL 7/8 are formed by attaching the singular prefix
#-or the plural prefix 5-as well as the suffix -f. Examples (17) to (23) are instances of the
denivation of roots with a L tone melody. Examples (20) and (21) are instances of noun
root plus the extension affix which has a final vowel £ On the strength of the treatment of
the nominalization suffix in the case of NCL 1/2 it is assumed that afier this vowel the
nominalization affix drops off. Example (18) looks like an extended verb. however it
belongsto the group of verbs for which a basic, i.e. unextended, form has not been found
and which in present day Meta' seem to exist only in what looks like the extended form.

a7 (a) t+ba? to clear’ _
{b} Sd+ba’+i ’k.0. native medicine (magic)’
(18) (a) t+ba’ni to cross out’
{b) &+ba’ni ‘cross”
(19 (a) 1+fa? ' ' to work”
by S+fa7+i “work”
{20) {(a) t+ghab 10 go around s.th.”
(b} i+ghab+ri to divide”
{c) d+ghab+ri ‘divider’
21 (a) 1+ kwa? ‘to count”
{b) ++kwa’+ni ‘o test’
{c)  S3+kwa’+ni ‘testfN}
{22) {a) #+nydd L ‘to press”
(b} d+nydr+i ‘crowd”
23) {(a) i+25d - To cry; how!”
(b} d+zor+i eryfNJ’

There is only one clear example in this group with a Mid tone root (see example (24)) and’
no example of a H tone root. Example (24) also shows, that it is the vowel of the
nominalization suffix which drops off. Its tone remains and gets associated with the
previous syllable. '

(24) (a) i+ twern To twist”




{b} it+twen+ni ‘to twist (extended]”
(c) d+twen+ni stick for twisting’

The semantic characteristics of a noun formed in this way are divers. In examples (17),.
(20), and (24) the noun denotes the instrament with which the action is performed, in
examples (19) and (21) it denotes the action itself and is what is normally called an
abstract noun. In example (18) and (22) the deverbal noun signifies what could be called
the product of the resspective action. In the case of example (18) one the noun could be
referring to either the product or the instrument.




21. THE PREPOSITIONAL PHRASE

The following prepositions are found:

o & B -8l | t0” {directional)
{# H-~18 in, at’ {non-directionsf)
{r} “frorm”
dny “with”
imba? ' about’

The two PRPs {#} and {#} have many features in common, which are described in 21.3.

21.1 TaE PREPOSITIONS {1} AND {i}

The two preposistions {¥} and {#} are closely related in form and meaning. They differ in
that {7} is directional and {#} is non-directional. The directional form is used, when there
is movement to the location denoted by the prepositional phrase, labelled DIR in example
(2). The non-directional form is used when there is no movement, labelled LOC in
example (3).

{2) [t3tdnewe ingafet: wil
H 3 thpe awe ¥ inga i iféti w3
we SC call you DIR inside AM  meeting this
We call you into this meeting."
3) [tibirigha? 128 3wé ingafetiwd]
i biri gha? + 5 Bw i inga 1 eth wd

we F1 like INF sce you LOC inside AM meeting this
We would ke to see you in this meeting.’

Prepositional phrases with both forms of this PRPs have a number of features in common
which are being described here below.




A morpho;yhonemié tone tule operates in conjunction with the prepositional phrase
(PRP). This rule Towers the [H} prefix tone to [M]. The [M] tone can best be observed
on a CV prefix, as in example (4).

@
Ndd 2z } minib!
g0 put DIR  water
‘Go and put it in waler!"

21.1.2 The Locational Expressions

Both PRPs form locational expressions consisting of the PRP followed by a noun
which describes a location. This noun is the N of an associative phrase. The following
is a list of the more common nouns used in this way:

(5 (& iban side”
(b) ich ‘mouth”
(c) ife “face”
{d) inga ‘inside’
(e} igun _ top surface
{f) njim ‘back”
(g) ikag  ‘upper space, sky’
(h}  ikyé surface”
{iy - injin _ ‘over-side’
(i i’ ‘door, entrance”
(k)  inyt ‘bottorn, underneathfNj’
) ngo rim, margin’
(m) sami field”
(n) san ‘gap”
{o} aton ‘bottom”
{p) atd ‘head”

The following examples illustrate the use of these nouns in combination with the PRP
{7}, which gives a directional meaning. They can, however, all be used with {i}. In
that case the meaning will be non-directional.

Locational expressions consisting of the PRP followed by an associative phrase can be
freely formed by using a novn which denotes some location as the N1.

(6) (a) Bdsamitad 't the site of Tad market
{b} 1 ibigi i ndom in the hole of the giant rat’




fc} & atam 3 ngab
{d)  3n3binddn

in the anfelope frap’
in the prison flouse’
Some combinations of the locational PRP plus a locational noun are used to express

locations for which in languages like English there are separate prepositions like 'in, at,
on, above, under, before, between etc.".

(7) {a) ¥iban 3 n3db ‘besides the house’
(b}  ifetindb ‘at home (at the door)’
{¢) +iféindb iin front of the house’
{d]  +ingandb Beside the house’
{e) § ighn 3 ndb ‘on (fop of) the house'
" 3 njim i ndb behind the house’
{g) 3njiniigyi 'overseas’
{(hy 1ikan anab in the loft of the house’
{i) t thye @ nab on the floor of the house’
{i} I ing? i ndb at home’
{k) § myi +n3b undemeath the hoouse’
4] 9 san § isdn between the feeth’
{m} 33tonansb ‘below the house’
{n) 35tu3dnadb ‘on the roof of the house;

in a room of the house"

There are some locational expressions for which the nominative of the noun denoting
the location is not known:

‘in the midst of people’
‘on top of the house”

(8) (a) aka’ 3 bad
(b) 1gwi o ndb

The fact that in example (9) it is not possible to put the noun 'inside’ into the plural
indicates that the locative phrase # inga is a fixed expression, which could even be
considered to be a single morpheme #}ga 'into'. ' '

(9) (a} {ndingansb ribdd mijimjim]

ndd + inga & ndb  ti bad mijimjin
go{IMP) to inside AM  house AM{(10) people all
'Go info the houses of all peaple!’ o
(o)
nda i *tipga tt  nab t bdd  mijimjim!

go(IMP) to insides AM house AM(I0) people all
‘Go into the insides of the houses of all people!




4

Moreover, the tonal realization of #jga is not that of a regular prepositional pbrase. If
it were regular, the tonal configuration of the stem, which is [LH{, should be realized as
[LM] (after operation of the rule Al). The realization as [M] is the regular output of
the rule A2, which points to a non-low prefix tone. (see Spreda 1968, pp66£f).

This seems to be an instance of a lexicalization in process, where certain expressions

are further along the scale of lexicalization than others. The expression Hyga is further
along than the other expressions listed under § 21.3.

21.2 THE PREPOSITION {i}

This preposition is the directional form. It is distinguished only by tone from the non-
directional counterpart (see 21.1.1.1)

In its basic forms it is realized with a [M] fone. It is assumed that its underlying
representation is JLHLY

21.2.1 Further tonal behaviour of this preposition

The tonal realization of the PREP is influenced by the FUT TM biri as seen in
comparing (ex. (10)) with (ex. (11)).

(19) & x> wd 3 Bamenda  eni aye?
you P2 go 10C B on day what
‘On what day did your go fo Bamenda?

{11} a biri wo  a Bamenda oni oyé?
you FUT go DIR B on_day what
On what day are you going fo Bamenda?'

The LOC bears a [M] tone afier the P2 TM but a [D] tone after the FUT TM.

§ .... (on T™™ biri) for explanation and further details.

21.3 THE PREPOSITION {i}

This PRP is the locational counterpart of the PRP described ander § 21.2, from which
it is distinguished only by its tonal reahzaﬂons Its basic tonal realization is with a [H]
tone as in example (12).




(12) i2ig & gywi 3dmdd & ndb
demon SC catch  him in  house:PC
A demon caugfit him in the house'.

After a [L} tone the PRP's tonal realization is with a [D] tone as in example (13).

(13) [tibirigha® iz5 Bweé ingafetiwi]
ti birir gha® & 73 3weé & inga + ifeti
we FUT  like INF see you at inside AM meeting:OC
We would ke o see you in this meeting.’

21.3.1 Formal Characteristics

The PRP can be realized with a [H}, or [D] tone, depending on the preceding tone in

the clause. It is [H] after a preceding associated [H| tone, which is realized as [H] as in
ex. (14) or [D] as in ex. (15). It is [D] after a floating [H] tone as in ex. (16).

(149 me tdm ebsén | isoso wd
I clear farm  PRP  morning OC this
1 cleared the farm this morning
(I15) me biri tém 3ban isoso wd
I Fi clear farm  LO  morning OC  this
C

7 shall clear the farm this moming’

(16) me kud ingwt i jsosa wh
I chew termites PRP morning OC  this
1 ate termites this moming'

~ After a preceding |L} tone the PRP is realized as [D} (ex. (17)).

(A7) mbdn 3 t5  nyaark i is2s0 wh
rain SC9 iitle shower LOC moming_OC this
It rainad a little this morning’

21.3,2 The semantics of this PRP

As shown so far this PRP is used to encode locational information. It can however be
used to encode other than locational information.

wH
this




The PRP {4} is also used to encode temporal information as seen in example (18).

(18) izig & gywi amaéd 3 3ni a tad
demon SC catch  him LOC - day:PC AM  Tad
‘A demon caught him on the Tad markef day.’
The example (19) demonstrates that the temporal information can be encoded as a
second prepositional phrase after a prepositional phrase with this PRP, which encodes -
locational information.

(19 g & gywt admadd 4 nab a 3ni o tad

demon SC catch  him PRP - howse:PC PRP day:PC A Tad
M

‘A demon caught him in the house on the Tad market day.’

21.4 THE PREPOSITION {ri}

The basic meaning of this PRP is from’ (example (20)). There are however instances,
as in example (21), where there is no obvious locative or directtonal meaning present.

- {20) minib 3gd mbd jwid T+ inyari
water  clear CNT come out CNT  from spring
clear water is flowing from the spring

21} So ri inga minib  3gol
wash IMP  from inside wafer  clear
Wash it in clear water}

21.4.1 Tonal Behavior of ri

The tonal realiation of this PRP is dependent on the immediately preceding tone and is
[H] after a [H] tone as in example (22a), it is [D] after a {MI as in ex. (22b), and it is
[M] after a [L} tone as in ex. (22¢).

(22) (a) me k¥ vy&’e ti 3%
i P come from work

! came from work




by mo k& tom afa%i

/ P send from work

| sent frorm work
{c) me k3 nd? i 5fa%i
i P17 Jeave from work

1 left from work’

21.5 TBE PREPOSITION 8n#

The basic meaning of this PRP is to indicate the means by which an action is to be
achieved and therefore can be glossed as ‘with'.

{23) soi3) 5ni  minib  3gd!
wash IMP  with  water clear
Wash i with clear water!

21.6 THEPREP imbd’

A concord element S or # occurs between the PREP fmba? and the followisng

noun (Example (24).
{24) {a) ond imbd? S bad “the matter about people’
and imbd? i titami ‘the matter about stars’
Apparently the concord element is zero in certain phonological environments (example
(25):
'(25) (@) ond imbd? mimdd "their matter’
(b)  onG imbd? miwid "the matter of the oil’

Most likely there is however a high cenral vowel before the noun class prefix.
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4.3. ADJECTIVALS

There are several different classes of words qualifying a noun in Meta'. They are called
adjectivals because their function is to qualify the nouns like adjectives; however, their
formal characteristics vary. These are:

the adjectival directly following the noun (Aj1) and (Aj2)
preceding nouns in the associative phrase (Aj3)

All the above are treated in the following subsections.

4.3.1. THE ADJECTIVE FOLLOWING THE NOUN (AJ1)

Certain adjectives can follow the noun which they qualify. The formal characteristics of

the resulting construction arc investigated here below.

4.3.1.1. Formal Characteristics

The adjective follows the noun, but between noun and adjective a particle occurs. This
could at first glance be analyzed as an adjectival prefix which expresses concord with the
noun. The sets of examples (ex. (1) and (2)), which have been selected for their noun
classes and noun tone patterns, reveal however that the tonal behavior auf the resulting
construction is that of an associative phrase.

(1) {a) 'NCL1: wad icom ‘good person”
(b) NCL 3: indni i cdm ‘good bamboo”
{c} NCL 7: obé? 3 cam good piece’
(2) (a) NCL1T: wad isé “tall person”
{b) NCL 3: indniisé Tong barmboo”
{c) NCL 7: aba? 3 sé fong piece”

The first observable fact is that the particle between noun and adjective has the same
segmental and tonal form as an associative marker (AM) in the associative phrase.
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Looking at the realizations of the two adjectives, one can state on the basis of {(ex. (1a))
and (2a)) that both adjectives have a L tone stem. The difference in surface realization
between (ex. (1b,c)) and (ex. (2b,¢)) are evidence for different underlying tones on their
prefixes. (ex (1)b,c) can be derived by the regular application of Meta' tone rules on the
underlying tone melody [L+L] as applicable on the N2 of an Associative Phrase. The prefix
tone is analyzed as a .i.floating tone;. Likewise (ex. (2b,c)) are regular realizations of the
underlying melody JH+L} with a floating prefix tone. The prefix tones are considered
floating because it is not possible to realize a separate surface tone for them.

This analysis is strengthened when we consider adjectives whose prefix consists of the
vowel © bearing a |L| tone, as in (exs. (3)a-d).

(3) (a) minbagd : ‘natural water’

{b} wdd agd : ‘native person”
{c) dnanagd ?? ‘native cocoyarn’
{d) ndbagd ‘native house”

The [L tone prefix sta,ys unchanged, as this is also thc case w1th a [L| tone prefix of a N2
in an assoctative phrase.

Note that in ex. (3)(c) the prefix tone is [L] although the AM has a |H] tone.

In the light of these findings it seems justified to consider the combination of noun plus
Aj1 to be formally an Associative Phrase, which means that formally the Ajl is a noun.
4.3.L11L [Evidence for underlying tonal representations

The [LH| stem of the noun in example (4) can only be realized as [D], if a [L| tone is

following, This is in keeping with the above assumption that an AM, which has an initial
floating L tone, occurs between the noun and the Ajl.

If one further assumes that this Ajl has a floating [H| prefix tone, regular tone rules
produce the above surface configuration.
4) [ibi fibi]

ibi i fibi ‘one colanut”

After 2 noun of NCL 1, which takes an AM with a [L| tone, the realization ot the Ajl is
fL.L.]. This is again the outcome of the regular application of tone rules.
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Note that one of the rules operating here is Prefix Levelling. This rule lowers a {Hj prefix
tone to the level of the preceding tone. In this case it lowers the floating prefix from {Hj to
[L]. Now Tone Spreading no longer operates on the stem, so that it is realized as [L].

&3] [weéd fibi} _
wed § fibi ‘the one person fout of many})’

Further examples to support the above analysis:

(6) (a}] - ibitcdm ‘good cutlass” {NCL3)

b} mbiicdm ‘goog tap-knife’ (NCL9)

() lal  ikabi kyég big bag’ [H+Hf

(b} . mbabikyen ‘big mouse’ /L +LH|INCLI)
(c} mban i kyén ‘big walking stick’{L+L] (NCL9)

4.3.1.2. Membership of the Aj1

There seems to be only a small number of adjectives of this type. They are listed under
(ex. (8)), though the fist is not necessarily exhaustive. They are given with their underlying
tone melodies.

(®) {a} jcdmj ‘good, nice’
{b} I'sel . ‘Jong, tall’
{c) |'kyén| ‘big’
d  |kwdl ‘small’
te IFi} new”
() |"zwi] “fresh, cold”
{g)  |riban] ‘bad"” |
{h} |"fibi ‘whole; one”
{i) 15gd} ‘natural’

All colour adjectives are aiso in this group:

(9) ta) |bagi ‘red, orange, yelfow’
) | fird| black’ -
{c) tafi?3)| - ‘blue’
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(d) || ‘white

4.3.2. ADJECTIVES FORMED FROM VERBS (AJ2)

A third group of adjectives occuring with the formal characteristics of a N2 of the
Associative Phrase are the deverbatives, somewhat similar to participle (s. § ***) (s. exs.
(10)). '

(10) (a)  indni i sani ‘split barmboo’
(b) ahd? 3 zohi ‘dried piece”
(c} ngibitie Tooked fowl”
{d) mban i kdmi ‘carved walking stick”
(e}  ibi ¥ kywi ‘Torged knife” {kywr to forge)
() aghia 3 , ‘carving (lit. carved thing)”

4.3.3. THE ADJECTIVE PRECEDING THE NOUN (AJ3)

There are certain words that function like adjectives, which precede the noun they qualify.

4.3.3.1. Formal characteristics of the Aj2

In comparing the word preceding the qualified noun with the characteristics of the Ajl it is
appearent that the Aj2 are also nouns which form an associative phrase with the noun they
qualify. They take however the position of the N1. They have the characteristics of a noun
of NCL 7. ' _

(11} {a) anyén 3 mban ‘srnall, thin nail’
(b) [okin wwinj
akin 3 wan ‘worn out (short) spear’

The adjectival in the above examples cannot be traced to a verb root. There are however
adjectivals which are nominalizations of verbs as in the following example (12):

(12} (a) 1 swagri | ‘to make watery’
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{b) oswagriaju 'watery honey’

4.3.3.2. Membership of the Aj2

There is no formal difference between the two groups of adjectivals menttioned under
§4.2.1 even though the first group cannot be traced back to verbs. So one can say that the
Aj2 are an open class. Some further examples are given below (examples (13).

(13) (a}  enyéri 3 nyadm ‘maggoft infested meat’
(b) abl’ri 3 wad  ‘crippled person”
{c) ofin 3 ngywi  “dlirty cloth’
{d) aghémni 5 3jdn ‘deranged young marn’
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6.14 OTHER VP CONSTITUENTS

In this section constituents of the predicate are described. These are the adverbials which

specify

location and direction
fime

instrument

manner.

In all these instances the adverbial is either a prepositional phrase or an adverb.

6.1.4.1. ADVERBIALS OF LOCATION AND DIRECTION

The locational and directional adverbials are treated together in this section because of their
similarity of funciion, placement, and form. Example (1) is an illustration of a directional

adverb mb/ , while example (2) is aninstance of a locational prepositional phrase & néb.

(1) wad fibi & wo 1 mbi
person  one SC go he ahead
"One person went ahead. (on his own initiative)™

@ wi & K clbi & nob
he SC Pl  remain at  housep
"Hg stayed at the house.”

Further locational/directional adverbs are

3) (a) Bagha ‘here”
{b) Bwd ‘there”

There are many different prepositional phrases giving locational or directional information.
They are described in §5.5.
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6.1.4.2. ADVERBIALS OF TIME

Adverbials of time normally follow the verb phrase (examples {4) to (6)). If the clause
contains also complements of location or direction the adverbial of time comes last, as in
examples (5) and (6).

In example (4) and (5) the adverbial is an adverb, while in example (6) it is a prepositional
phrase.

4 wi 3 k3> vye’e pé tiw3.
he SC PlI  come reach yesterday
"He came vesterday.”
() me wod pe 3 Bamenda iso
/ go reach fo Bamenda tomorrow
*] will go to Bamenda tomotrow.”
® wi biri nd? i obd? @  njit’.

he Fi leave from bedp at back“of*dawn
"He will get up from bed before dawn.”

Further temporal adverbs are listed in example (7)

{7} {(a) tocdy today
(b}  isoso early in the morning

Further adverbials consisting of prepositional phrases are listed as example (8)
{8} (a) t thwiri in the evening
6.1.4.3. ADVERBIALS OF INSTRUMENT

Only one instrumental adverb has been found which occurs in example (9). The preposition
for prepositional phrases of instrument is $7¢ as demonstrated in example (10).

{9 Kab asfaani  amd?s fa ticwi 73 engd!
look™for  gripper some grip  willipede the withit

"Look for a gripping instryment and grip the millipede with it!"
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(10) Sofa) éni  minib  8g5!
wash IMP  with water  clear

"Wagh it with clear water]”

6.1.4.4. ADVERBIALS OF MANNER

Manner adverbials occur either as an adverb (examples (13) and (12)) or as a prepositional

phrase (example {13)).
{11} Si ma nwa’ni  4nr.
Let me write like"this
"Let me write (it) like thist”
{12) Tingdm t5 3 nya ako.
plantains  these SC  crowded too"much
"These plantains are tco crowded.”
(13) wi 3 fon nwa’ni ¢ Jof  com.
he SC  read  book in way nice

"He rcad (the) book nicely ”
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6.1.5 CLAUSE LEVEL ADVERBIALS

Clause level adverbials are optional constituents which specify the proposition as a whole.
In Meta' there is an adverbial adding an indication of what seems to be modality. Meta' has
other adverbials which are described in §6.1.4.

6.1.5.1 ADVERBIALS OF MODALITY

Adverbials of modality occur only at the beginning of a clause (example (1). An adverbial
of modality can occur in the same clause with an adverb of time (example (2)).

@ ighdm me wa kd? gwe  fibi fe
perhaps 1 possibly Pl pickup knife the
"Pethaps I (possibly) picked up the kaife."

{2) ighdm mb3n biri no t3cn.
perhaps  rain Fi Jall today
"Perhaps rain will fall today."
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