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2 CHAPTER 1

1.0. The Engenni People and Language

The Engenni people live in the Ahoada division of the Rivers
State of Nigeria and number approximately 10,000 (1963 census).
They Tive in villages along the west bank of the Orashi River.

The most northern village is Odau, one of a group of four villages
known as Joinkrama; the most southern village is Opuogbogolo.

The distance between the two villages is about thirty-three miles.
To the south of the Engenni people live the Kalibari; to the
southwest the Odual and Ogbia; to the northwest the Ijaw; to the
north the Oba; and to the east the Ekpeye.

The name Engenni (formerly Egene) was first given to the
clan by the Kalibari, but the meaning of the name is not known.
It is now used as the name for the local administration area.
Within the clan there are three subgroups. The northern group
call themselves Inedua; the middle group Ogua; and the southern
group Ediro. Each subgroup has its own dialect. The differences
between the Inedua and Ogua dialects are very slight. The Ediro
dialect differs from the other two dialects in a number of lexical
items, but the grammar and phonology are almost identical.

Today the Engenni people believe that their ancestors mi-
rated from Benin in the fifteenth century. According to Talbot
?1926) they are a branch of the Sobo subtribe of Edo. A section
of the clan moved away and settled in what is now Degema town.
The Degema language, though having a high number of cognates with
Engenni, is no longer intelligible to the Engenni people.

Engenni is regarded by Westcott (1962) as being a member of
the Edo branch of the Kwa language group.! Together with Epie
and Degema, it forms the subgroup Delta Edo.

The only work so far published on the Engenni language is a
word 1ist by E. Thomas and K. Williamson (1967). The present

work is therefore, as far as is known, the first description of
the Engenni language.

1.1. The Material for the Present Study

The dialect used for this study is Inedua. The principal
informants were Mr. Mosaic Urugba and Rev. Reuben E. Oku, both
residents of Isua, Joinkrama.

The material was gathered by the author and her colleague,
Miss J. Clevenger, from June 1964 to March 1967 while they were
living in Joinkrama. The work was carried out under the auspices
of the West Africa Branch of the Summer Institute of Linguistics,

'Engenni is not mentioned by D. Westermann and M. A. Bryan in

Handbook of African Languages, nor by J. H. Greenberg in 'The
Languages of Africa', International Journal of American Lin-

guistics, 1963.
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in co-operation with the University of Nigeria, Nsukka.

The analysis is based on a quantity of tape-recorded text
material from a variety of speakers. The tapes were transcribed,
resulting in about 3,500 lines of written text. The texts include
a large number of folk stories and also general narratives, de-
scriptions, etc. The texts were then processed by a computer un-
der the Linguistic Information Retrieval Project of the Summer
Institute of Linguistics and the University of Oklahoma Research
Institute, which groduced a complete alphabetised concordance of
the whole corpus.? The concordance has proved very useful in the
later stages of the analysis. The majority of the examples in
this study are taken from the concordance.

This description of the Engenni language was submitted as a
Ph.D. thesis to the University of London in 1969. It was later
revised in 1976 after the author had worked for a further four
years in the language. The revisions expand the original analysis
at some points (e.g., types of complex sentence) but do not change
the basic analysis.

1.2. The Theoretical Basis of the Analysis

This analysis of Engenni is based largely on the methods
and terminology used first by J. T. Bendor-Samuel in his 1963
article and developed further in later articles. The model has
been used for a full grammatical description of a language by R.
Stanford in his Ph.D. thesis (1967).

The grammar is analysed as a series of units arranged in a
hierarchy of ranks. The hierarchy for Engenni is as follows:

discourse
sentence
clause
phrase
word
morpheme

Each unit 1s described in terms of its function and its
structure. The primary function of a unit is as an element of a
unit in the rank above. Units are divided into classes, and if
necessary subclasses, according to similarities of function in the
rank above.

The structure of a unit is described in terms of:
(a) Its elements. These are units of the rank below.

(b) Its syntagmatic features. These can be divided into
two kinds with different functions, though certain features (e.g.,
clause-introducers) may combine both functions.

2This project was sponsored by Grant GS-270 of the National
Science Foundation of the U.S.A.
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Features marking the relationship between units are termed
relational features. In this description of Engenni the follow-
Tng are analysed as relational features:

order of elements

obligatory or optional status of elements
special features at the juncture of elements
linking elements or features

concord between elements

vowel harmony between elements

Features marking the unit as distinct from other units, which
cannot conveniently be handled as elements of the unit since they
may be relevant to the whole unit or extend over more than one
element of the unit, are termed demarcative features. In the
present description, the following are analysed as demarcative
features:

tone patterns marking polarity, mood, or tense
, particles marking question, aspect, etc.

intonation patterns marking polarity, question/statement

special sequence of features of a lower rank, e.g., sequence
of tenses

occurrence of a certain class of unit from a rank Tower than
the rank immediately below, e.g., speech verb in a cer-
tain sentence type

reduplication of certain elements in the unit, e.g., clause-
final phrase

The demarcative features are frequently arranged in mutually
exclusive sets; e.g., there are four tone patterns marking differ-
ent tenses. Where a unit has a number of demarcative features
(e.g., the clause), the features form an interrelated system.

Units are divided into types and, if necessary, into subtypes
according to similarities in structure. At some ranks, a complex
of units may function as a single unit. Such a complex is termed
an extended unit (e.g., extended nominal phrase, Section 8.3) or
a unit string (e.g., verbal clause string, Section 5.9) depending
on the relationship between the units.

A unit may have a secondary function as an element of a unit
at a lower rank. The unit is then termed rankshifted. The unit
may function as an element of a unit at its own rank as part of
the structure of its own class of units; e.g., a rankshifted nomi-
nal phrase functions as an element of an extended nominal phrase.
Or the unit may function as part of the structure of a different
class of unit; e.g., a rankshifted nominal phrase functions as an
element of one type of adverbial phrase. The unit may also func-
tion as an element of a unit at a Tower rank than its own; e.q.,
a rankshifted clause functions as an attributive element of the
nominal phrase.

Any rankshifted unit may theoretically be recursive, and an
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infinite number of degrees of recursion are theoretically possi-
ble. In practice, recursion is not widespread. Where it occurs,
it will be noted and also the number of degrees of recursion.

When units are rankshifted there may be special markers or
restrictions. These will be described.

An element which is a rankshifted unit may be termed a con-
struct; e.g., the relative construct in the nominal phrase is a
rankshifted clause or sentence. The term 'construct' is used
when it is useful to indicate the function of the rankshifted
unit.

1.3. A Preliminary Note on Particles in Engenni

A characteristic feature of the Engenni language is that
some particles have a wide distribution, functioning at more than
one rank. The particles and their functions are summarised below.

The sequential particle ka functions at three ranks. It
links the following units:

sentences in the discourse (Section 3.2.1)

clauses in the sentence (Section 4.4)

phrases in the clause (nominal clause 6.1.2 and 6.2.2,
verbal clause 5.4.3)

The speech particle ga marks speech material at three ranks:

discourse (Section 3.2.1)
sentence (Section 4.4.6)
clause (nominal clause 6.2.2)

Another feature of the particle class is that there is fre-
quent homophony between particles and also between particles and
other minor words. Particles are analysed as different morphemes
when they have different syntactic functions:

ga §a} clause-introducer in complex sentence type 11
b) speech particle marks direct or indirect sgeech or
reported thought at three ranks (see above

i (a) preverbal functions as attributive element of the
verbal phrase
(b) sequential particle linking sentences in the discourse

na (a} incompletive particle marks the incompletive aspect
(b) negative particle marks negation in imperative and
subjunctive clauses
(c) reinforcer (Section 11.5) functions as attributive
element of the nominal and verbal phrases

na &a} clause-introducer in complex sentence types 8 and 10
b) construct marker marks rankshifted clause or sentence
functioning as relative construct

ni (a) completive particle marks the completive aspect
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(b) definitive particle marks the focus aspect

sa (a) clause-introducer in complex sentence types 9 and 14
(b) negative particle marks negation in nominal clauses

1.4. A Note on the Translation of Examples

For each example, a literal and a free translation are pro-
vided. In the literal translation, only the meaning of the verb
root is givensince the English tense depends largely on the con-
text. Similarly with nouns, the singular form is given in the
literal translation since the number depends on the context, ex-
cept in the case of a very few nouns which have separate plural
forms (Section 10.2.2). 1In the free translation, the tense of
the verb and the number of the noun are given.

A hyphen between words in the literal translation indicates
that the words are the translation of one Engenni word. The use
of brackets in the free translation indicates that the word is
required in the English translation but is not present in the
Engenni examples.

The abbreviations below are used in the literal translation
because of the limitation of space. Other abbreviations used in
the text will be explained as they are introduced, and a complete
1ist of abbreviations is given at the end of Chapter 12.

cpl  completive aspect pl  plural

def definitive particle qu question

emp emphatic particle seq sequential particle
inc  incompletive aspect sp speech particle

neg negative
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8 CHAPTER 2

This chapter gives an outline of the analysis of Engenni pho-
nology and explains the transcription used in the examples. The
transcription is similar to the alphabet which has now been adopt-
ed by the Engenni people. The approach to the analysis is basic-
ally phonemic, though, as will be seen, there is some departure
from orthodox phonemic theory in that some phonetic features are
analysed as features of the syllable or of some larger phonolog-
ical unit rather than as features of individual phonemes. The
reasons for this analysis will be given later. The aim of this
chapter is not to present the phonological analysis in detail but
to describe all the features of the phonology which are relevant
to the grammar.

2.1. Consonants
The consonant phonemes are set out in tabular form below.

Labio- |Labial| Labio- | Alveolar | Palatal | Velar
velar dental
Plosives
egressive vl. p t K
vd. b d g
ingressive vi. kp
vd. gb bh dh
Fricatives vl. f s
vd. v z
Nasals m n
Lateral |
Vibrant r
Semivowels W y

(a) Labio-velars, kp and gb, have double articulation.

(b) The symbols bh and dh indicate implosives made with
ingressive glottalic air-stream.

(c) The vibrant r is made with a single alveolar tap.

(d) A voiceless glottal fricative h occurs in a few exclama-
tions. It is regarded as extra-systemic, as its distri-
bution is so limited.

2.1.1. Labjalisation and Palatalisation

The following consonants may occur with lip-rounding (i.e.,
labijalisation):




PHONOLOGICAL ANALYSIS 9

Labials p b bh
Labio-dentals f v
Alveolars t d s
Velars k g

The following consonants may occur with raising of the tongue
to the close front position (i.e., palatalisation):

Labials p b bh m
Labio-dentals f v

Alveolars t d dh s z
Velars k g

Labialisation and palatalisation are analysed phonologically
as features of the syllable. Alternative analyses would be (a) to
establish twenty-three extra consonant phonemes, or (b) to analyse
labialisation and palatalisation as separate consonant phonemes.
Neither analysis is satisfactory. The former is uneconomical in
the number of phonemes, and the latter would lead to setting up
consonant clusters which do not otherwise occur in the CV struc-
ture of the language.!

For ease in reading, the feature of labialisation is tran-
scribed by a w following the consonant, and the feature of pala-
talisation by a y following the consonant. The phoneme w and
the feature of labialisation are thus transcribed in the same way,
as are the phoneme y and the feature of palatalisation. Following
a consonant, y/w is to be interpreted as a feature of the syllable
and elsewhere as a phoneme.

The Vip-rounding with back vowels and the raising of the
tongue with front vowels are not analysed as a feature of the
syllable but as part of the articulation of the vowel.

2.1.2. Nasalisation

The semivowels w and y occur both with and without velic
closure. The position of the velum remains the same for the fol-
lowing vowel. Two analyses are possible: (a) Two extra consonant
phonemes, &% and §, may be set up, or (b) the nasalisation may be
analysed as a feature of the syllable. The latter analysis is
adopted, as it is more economical in the number of phonemes re-
quired and parallels the features of palatalisation and labial-
isation of the syllable. It also reflects the phonetic data more
closely, since the nasalisation extends to the following vowel,
i.e., throughout the syllable.? The nasalisation feature is
transcribed by n preceding the w or y, e.g., nwei, nyou, to avoid

'For a fuller discussion of this problem see P. M. Bendor-Samuel
1965.

%It is recognised that labialisation, palatalisation, nasalisa-
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the use of diacritics.

Two examples have been recorded of the feature of nasalisa-
tion co-occurring with the feature of labialisation:

knwel be heavy knwei be bent
2.2. Vowels

The vowels are set out below in tabular form according to
their phonetic quality. (For the definition of 'raised' and
"lowered' see below.)

Front Central Back
Raised i u
Close
Lowered . °
Raised e s o
Nonclose
Lowered € a o

In the southern dialect, Ediro, the distinction between [a]
and [a] has been lost.

2.2.1 Vowel Harmony System
Vowels divide into two sets:

(a) Those with the tongue more raised, resulting in a closer
quality (shown in the chart as 'raised').

(b) Those with the tongue more lowered and slightly further
back, resulting in a more open quality (shown in the chart as
'Towered').

The (b) set predominate in the language. There is a system
of vowel harmony between the two sets which extends throughout the
phonological group (Section 2.5). The vowels are analysed as
five phonemes, with the raising or lowering of the tongue position
as a feature of the phonological group.

In the transcription, the five phonemes are represented as i,
e, a, 0, u. The lowered tongue feature is shown by a dot under
the initial vowel of the word; the raised tongue feature by the
absence of a dot. The only exception to this procedure is in
words where the only vowel is [a]. This is not marked with a dot
since there is almost no possibility of confusion with [a], as
only one occurrence of the latter as the sole vowel in a word has
been found. As [a] is very much more frequent than [s], the non-

tion, and the vowel system which is described on the following
page could also be analysed prosodically. See, for example,
J. Carnochan 1966.
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marking of [a] in this special circumstance reduces very consider-
ably the number of times the diacritic dot is needed.

In compound words (Sections 10.1.1.2 and 10.2.2), the two
parts are hyphened and the vowel feature of each part is marked
separately, e.g., amini-bhwoni soup, ony-avuramu woman.

2.2.2. Vowel Sequences

Sequences of two similar or diverse vowels occur in morpheme-
final position. In diverse sequences, either the first or second
member is a close vowel. The sequences are analysed as a sequence
of two vowels, as they frequently bear distinctive tones. They
are transcribed as two vowels:

uvil  paddle (noun) gbéi kill
o6dhid sin (noun) bhie keep
gbdu  plant (verb) p&d8 very full
duu go out bhdd lukewarm

2.2.3. Nasalisation of Vowels

Close back vowels following a nasal consonant are nasalised.
These vowels are analysed as allophones of the corresponding oral
vowels and are not marked in the transcription. Vowels are also
nasalised when the syllable has a feature of nasalisation (Sec-
tion 2.1.2). As has already been stated, the feature of nasali-
sation is marked by n preceding the consonant, so the vowel does
not require marking.

2.3. Tone and Intonation

In this study, the term 'tone' is used to classify the pitch
on individual syllables. The pitches are arranged in certain
patterns termed 'tone patterns'. The term 'intonation' is used
for modifications of an entire tone pattern, e.g., raising the
general pitch level while the relation of the individual tones
to each other remains constant.

2.3.1. Basic Tone System

There are three phonetic ranges of pitch, and there are re-
strictions on the distribution of the top and middle ranges. Two
top pitches do not occur in sequence, and a middle pitch does not
occur begween two low pitches within a phonological clause (Sec-
tion 2.5).

The system is analysed as having two contrasting tonemes,

low tone and high tone, plus a feature of upstep which gives rise
to the top pitch. The upstep feature is of two types: automatic
upstep and the upstep toneme which are described below. The up-
stepped high tone arising from automatic upstep is phonologically
predictable and is therefore analysed as an allotone of high tone.
The upstepped high tone arising from the occurrence of the upstep
toneme is not phonologically predictable.
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In the examples, tone is marked as follows: low tone ™, high
tone is unmarked, and upstepped high tone resulting from the up-
step toneme “. In subsequent chapters when referring to the tone
system, the term 'upstepped high tone' (abbreviated h) is used
only for the upstep toneme, since the upstepped high tone result-
ing from automatic upstep is an allotone. The other two tones
are abbreviated thus: low tone L and high tone H.

Automatic upstep. A H tone is upstepped before a L tone
within the phonoTogical clause but not across phonological clause
boundaries (examples 1-3). A H tone is also upstepped before a
following L tone syllable which is elided (examples 4-5). (De-
tails of the elision of vowels at word junctures will be given
in Section 2.4.)

(1) Tkpi l3ma ny as for snail

(2) oml dhemu ya saml  Is the house big?

]

Compare with example 3.

(3) omu dhemu ya The house is big.

T

In the following examples the absence of a pitch mark under a
syllable means that the vowel of that syllable is elided.

(4) urwoni olilo mouth of a bottle
(5) ogbd opi lopo back of a pig

]

-

Esteg toneme. At certain points in the grammatical system,
a h tone occurs not preceding a L tone. Therefore it is necessary
to introduce into the system an upstep toneme which is phonologi-
cally not predictable.

The noun jgbo net has the tone pattern HH in isolation. In
a verbal clause string, the final syllable of the nominal phrase
object is upstepped before the next verb (Section 5.9).
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(6) mi do jgbd dhemes?d I wove the net bigger.

T

I weave net enlarge

The genitive construct is marked initially by a h tone (Section

(7) egwé [gbo nets (lit. plurality 8.2.1.3).

z of nets)

Other places in the grammatical system where an upstep toneme
occurs are:

(a) future tense (Section 5.4.1.3)

(b) phrase junctures (Section 5.8.2)

(c) juncture of nouns and some adjectives (Section 8.2.1.1)
(d) juncture of nouns and some reinforcers (Section 8.2.1.1)
(e) the preverbals na and i (Section 11.1)

(f) the sequential particle i (Section 3.2.1)

An upstepped high tone of either type has the following
effect on successive tones within the phonological clause:

Another H tone cannot be upstepped until an actual L tone
(not an elided L tone) has interposed.

Compare the initial tone of ifufomu in the following:
(8) i fufoml sandfly ogbd ifufomi back of a

) e

Word-final L tone or tones perturb to H tone before a fol-
lTowing H tone, except at the boundary of the nominal phrase sub-
ject and the verbal phrase where there is a special low juncture
(Section 5.8.2).

Compare the tone of omu and of enuma in the following pairs:

(9) © kunu omi samu Did he build a house?
he build house qu

(10) ® kunu omu n' akis He built a house in the town.
he butld house in town

(11) & tou enuma ' He took money.
he take money

(12) 3 tou enuma tou dy inlmii He took money to buy something.
he take money take buy thing

Note that the assimilated L tone still has the effect of
raising the previous H tone to h, since there is an ordered se-
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quence in the pitch changes. Firstly, a L tone causes a previous
H tone to be upstepped; secondly, a L tone following an upstepped
H tone and preceding a H tone perturbs to H tone.

Tone glides. Rising and falling glides occur on single syl-
lables. A syllable with a tone glide is of the same duration as
a syllable with a level tone. The glides are analysed as a se-
quence of two tones, as they result either from a juncture feature
or from the compression of a tone pattern. The rising glide usu-
ally rises from L to H, unless it is followed by a L tone, in
which case it rises from L to h due to the operation of automatic
upstep. The rising glide is marked Y. The falling glide usually
falls from h to L, unless it is preceded by a h tone, in which
case it falls from H to L. The falling glide is marked ". A
Tigature between two tones indicates that the tones form a glide,
e.g., HL, LH.

Word-final falling glides occur only at the end of a phono-
logical clause before a pause, or at the end of the nominal
phrase subject when there is a low juncture with the verbal phrase
(Section 5.8.2). Clause medially there is a single h tone.

Compare the tone of ukwo and of kpe in the following:

(13) m) ta Gkwd I went to farm.
I go farm
(14) m} ta Okwo md I went to the farm.

(15) m] ta Gkwo n'udh& I went to farm yesterday.

(16) mi sT kpé I will pay.
I will pay
(17) mi sT kpe wd I will pay you.

(18) mj s kpe n' Tnyd I will pay you today.

2.3.2. Intonation

In certain grammatical categories, there is a rise in the
overall pitch Tevel of part or the whole of the clause, but the
tone pattern (i.e., the relation between individual pitches) of
the words is not altered. This change of pitch is analysed as a
different intonation pattern. The start of the rise in pitch is
marked in the transcription by an arrow +. For the intonation
pattern marking question sentences, see Section 4.6, and marking
interrogative clauses see 5.6.

The feature of negation has a special intonation pattern in
which the relation between the pitches is narrower than in the
positive. This is fully described in Section 5.4.1.1. It is not
marked in the transcription.
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2.4. Word Juncture

As all nouns begin and end with a vowel, and all other words
end with a vowel, two vowels frequently come together at word
boundaries, and this results in the elision of the first vowel.

2.4.1. Juncture of Major Words

(a) Close vowel in word-final position followed by VC-. In
final sylTables of minimal nouns (VCV) and verbs (CV), the vowe)
elides and the tone is lost, but the closeness and frontness of
a front vowel is maintained in the palatalisation of the syllable.

Similarly, the closeness and backness of a back vowel is main-
tained in the labialisation of the syllable.

(19) dhi &nami  [dhyanami] eat meat

(20) avi amd [ Bvyamd ] a child's leg
(21) dy aswé [ dwaswa ] buy a hoe

(22) omu abhl [ omwabhii ] a doctor's house

With nonminimal nouns (VCV+) and verbs (CV+), the close
vowel of the final syllable elides together with the tone, and
there is no palatalisation or labialisation of the syllable ex-
cept in the cases noted below.

(23) Jk&nT &nd [Tkéndnd] this ivory

(24) utimb &namb [ Gtumdnamd] an animal's tail
(25) fo11 abhii  [f313bhii] peel kola

{26) funu &dhi [ funddhi] climb a palm tree
(27) d&1 &séni [d&&sani ] sell fish

(28) ydu amini [yamini ] bail out water

The syllable does have a feature of palatalisation or labi-
alisation in the following cases:

When the root has reduplicated syllables.
(29) miml gkani [mimyakani ] squeeze the cloth
(30) ovuvl 4nd [ ovuvwind ] this light
When the syllable ri or ri is preceded by an identical vowel.
(31) kiri and [iKiryans] this grasscutter
(32) abhiri 4nd [abhirydnd]  this fish trap

When the syllable ru or ry is not preceded by an identical
vowel.

~ A

(33) esaru amd [esarwano] this mosquito

(34) dgbarl 4nd  [dgbarwind]  this fish (one particular
species)
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When there is a sequence of two similar vowels in word-
final position, the final vowel elides together with the tone.

(35) uvit and [bvidno] this paddle

(36) utul ano [uttidnd] this hat

(37) & rii akié [driakié] He passed the town.

(38) ® duu amini [ddudmini] He bathed. (1it. he went out to

L. water)
(b) Nonclose vowel in word-final position followed by VC-.

With all nouns and verbs, the nonclose vowel elides together with
the tone.

(39) dkd eddi [ Okeddi ] a man's canoe

(40) dire &s&ni [dir&séni]  cook fish

(41) ® kie amd  [dkiamd] She refused the child.
(42) zto amini [ zUdmini ] draw water

When there is a sequence of two similar vowels in word-final
position, both vowels elide, and there is compensatory lengthen-
ing of the first vowel of the second word. The tone of the first
of the two vowels is retained.

(43) imdsyl nad jvuramd [imdsyl niivirami] men and women
(44) okaa edel [ okéedai ] old man

(c) Additional elision in fast speech. Usually no elision
takes place before a single V morpheme, but in fast speech elision
may occur with compensatory lengthening of the first vowel of the
second word. The tone of the elided vowel is retained.

(45) mi na gbe & [mindgbod] I am going home.

Similarly, in fast speech both vowels of a vowel sequence may
elide. There is compensatory lengthening of the first vowel of
the second word, and the tone of the first vowel of the sequence
is retained.

(46) o d&1 aka [ odaaka] She sells corn.
(47) o tdu enuma [otdenlmi] She takes money.
2.4.2. Juncture of Particles With Major Words

The vowel of the particles ga, ka, na, sa (all with H tone)
elides before a V syllable, but the tone is retained, giving rise
to a Hl glide if the following word normally begins with a L tone.

(48) & wei ga © somu ya [dweigdsomuyal] He said it was all right.

(49) 3dhe wila ka & gbe [adhewilakdgbe] When day dawned, he

. N . went home.
(50) 2&séni iva na O ya [8s&nivandya] There are two

- . A f' h.
(51) sa oki [séki] It's not him. s
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2.5. Relation Between the Phonological and Grammatical Hierar-
chies

The five units set up for the analysis of Engenni phonology
are the following: phoneme, syllable, phonological word, phono-
logical clause, and pause group.

The phoneme is the lowest unit in the hierarchy and there-
fore has no structure.

The syllable has the structure V or CV (except in loanwords)
and bears one or two tones.

The phonological word is the unit bearing the tone pattern.
It is further characterised by vowel harmony. It usually corre-
lates with the grammatical word, except in the case of compound
nouns (Section 10.2.2). Various groupings within the nominal
phrase (Section 8.2.1.1), a singular pronoun subject and the fol-
lowing verb (Section 5.8.1), and the verb and following post-
verbal(s) (Section 11.2) constitute extended phonological words.
Vowel harmony operates throughout the extended phonological word,
and certain regular tone perturbations occur between the elements.

The phonological clause is the unit within which there is
elision and automatic upstep. It is bounded by potential pause.
It usually correlates with the grammatical clause, but may be
smaller, e.qg., when there is a pause before an adverbial phrase
in a long clause.

The pause group is the largest unit of phonological signif-
icance. It is characterised by a final intonation with lessen-
ing of voice intensity, lowering of the pitch of the final tone,
and a final pause. It correlates with the grammatical sentence
(Section 4.0).

2.6. Other Symbols used in the Transcription

Where it is relevant to the description, the following addi-
tional symbols are used in the examples:

/ phrase boundary

// or , clause boundary

/// or . sentence boundary
] rankshifted unit




[blank]
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It has been found that there are certain features of lan-
guage, e.g., grouping of sentences, occurrence of different pro-
nouns in speech material, the presence or absence of certain con-
structions, and particles, which are relevant to a unit larger
than the sentence. Therefore a rank above the sentence has been
set up. This is termed discourse. It is probable that an inter-
mediate rank between discourse and sentence may later be needed,
but at present there is insufficient evidence to support this.

3.1. Types of Discourse

In the corpus of material which has been studied, there are
two types of discourse: folk story and general narrative. The
folk story is marked initially and finally by one of the follow-
ing forms:

Initial forms (The symbol ~ indicates nasalisation; the symbol :
indicates a lengthened vowel.)

Narrator: 3: 7: (a call to gain people's attention)
Audience: 3: (the response)

or

Narrator: gba isyi ekaa I am going to tell a story.
Audience:  wiradha Go right ahead.

Final forms

Narrator: ekaa { gba {syl So the story has been told.
Audience: wlradha nwase It has indeed.

The general narrative is distinguished by the absence of any
of the above forms.

3.2. Sentence Groupings

Within the discourse, sentences may be linked by a particle
or by repetition of part of the sentence. Both these means are
analysed as relational features of the discourse.

3.2.1. Linking of Sentences by Particles

There are three particles which 1ink a sentence to the pre-
viogs sentence: ka and T sequential particles, and ga speech par-
ticle.

(a) ka occurs sentence initially. f occurs following the
nominal phrase subject preceding the verbal phrase. ka may occur
without 7, but  cannot occur unless preceded by ka.

(52) /// 1 na gbe /// ka &nrami na &ni dy -
they ine go-home seq meat which we buy

They were on their way home. And the meat we bought ...

(53) /// onybswa wei 3kad tu y¥ /// ka &kal T tu vy7 ///
name say tree ghogld# come seq tree seq bend come
en
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Onyoswa told the cotton tree to bend over. And the cotton
tree bent over.

The end of a sentence is determined by the intonation (Sec-
tion 4.0), not by the occurrence of a following ka.

(b) ga occurs sentence initially and marks the continuation
of speech material.

(54) /// 31ibd nd ko ObhudndtY ga adegi /// obhudndtY me ///
tortoige go-to call lion sp name lion answer

gami yia, mi yi T ko wd, bhi na nyoni ku me Sbhd ///
ap I come I come to call you you go-to put give me hand
Tortoise went to call lion, (shouting) "Adegi"”. Lion

answered. (Tortoise continued,) "Here I am; I have come to
call you to help me.”

3.2.2. Linking of Sentences by Repetition

The final clause of the previous sentence is re-echoed as
the initial clause of the next sentence. The 'echo' clause has
the following characteristics:

(a) The verbal phrase is the same (i.e., has the same head
element(s)) as in the preceding clause.

(b) The tense is restricted to either the descriptive or the
referential (see Section 5.4.1.3 for details of tenses).

(c) The subject is either the same as in the preceding clause
or is a pronoun.

(d) The object is either the same as in the preceding clause
or is a pronoun.

In the examples given below the characteristics of each 'echo'
clause are given following the example.

(55) /// &syla ka &syl na onu-amo nd wuru dhe édhyomu na
there seq place that mother the make finish food the

tou bho kye 1 /// o wiri dhe édhyomu na tou bho
take keep give her s8he make finish food the take keep

kye Y // kaégua nd pa // | nda bidha ///
give her geq they inc start they inc travel

So the mother prepared some food and kept it for her. When
she had prepared the food and kept it for her, they set off.

'Echo' clause: (a) same verbal phrase, (b) descriptive tense,
(c) pronoun subject, (d) same object.

(56) /// avuramu na me /// avuramu na me // alibd nd
woman the agree woman the agree tortoise go-to
wa dhou &dhyomt n'dzyl yi ///
gearch take food <in bush come
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The woman agreed. When the woman agreed, tortoise went to
get food in the bush and came back. ’

'Echo' clause: (a) same verbal phrase, (b) referential tense,
(c) same subject.
(57) a1ibd koni koni kpurlkpurl tuu // ka ani a1ibd
tortoise fight fight struggling till seq wife of-tortoise
sye dhe aki na sisd /// o sy8 sige
remove finieh pot the put-down she remove put-down

ka 3libd  wu dhe ni ///
seq tortoise die finish cpl

Tortoise struggled and struggled and squirmed till his
wife took the pot right off (the fire) and put it down.
When she took it off and put it down, tortoise was dead.

"Echo' clause: (a) same verbal phrase, (b) descriptive tense,
(c) pronoun subject, (d) zero form of object pronoun. (For
the occurrence of the zero allomorph of the object pronoun
see Section 10.3.2.)

3.3. Quotations in Speech Material
3.3.1. Different Types of Quotation

Within speech material, there are three types of quotation
which are termed (a) indirect, (b) semi-direct, (c) direct. The
difference between the types lies in the person of the pronoun
used when referring to the speaker and the addressee.

(a) In indirect quotations only third person pronouns are
used, the reflexive form being used when the speaker is the sub-
ject or object and the nonreflexive form when the addressee is
the subject or object, e.g., tortoise said to rabbit that he
(tortoise) saw him (rabbit), or that he (rabbit) saw him (tor-
toise). (See Section 10.3.2 for a fuller treatment of reflexive
pronouns. )

(b) In semi-direct quotations third person pronouns are used
for the speaker but second person for the addressee, e.g., tor-
toise sajd to rabbit that he (tortoise) saw you, or that you saw
him (tortoise).

(c) In direct quotations, first and second person pronouns
are used for both the speaker and the addressee; e.g., tortoise
said to rabbit, "I saw you" or "You saw me".

The pronouns used are summarised below: {r = reflexive)

. Type of quotation Referent
Speaker Addressee Other Person
Indirect 3r 3 3
Semi-indirect 3r 2 3
Direct 1 2 3
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The following chart gives the actual forms which occur;

Person Singular Plural
Subject Object Subject Object
1st mi me eni eni
2nd bhu Wwo bha bha
3rd reflex okl ei bha bha
3rd nonreflex o el i/egua egua

The type of quotation is also characterised by the occur-
rence of imperative or subjunctive clauses. Imperative clauses
occur only in direct quotations (example 62). In semi-indirect
and indirect quotations, commands are in the subjunctive mood
(examples 58 and 59). For details of imperative and subjunctive
clauses, see Sections 5.5 and 5.4.1.2.

Examples of different types of quotation
(a) Indirect quotations

(58) a1ibd T wo kye omini el gad  vyiid
3rd
tortoise seq say give child his sp he should-stand
Tortoise told his child to stand up.

(59) edei &kd wel ga Oki ma  monl el
3rd-r 3rd
man that say sp he yet not-see him

That man said that he had not seen him yet.
(b) Semi-indirect quotations

o

(60) & wei ga °-+ bhd tou o7 ka Oki nad iwd wu__ 7z
“2nd 3rd 3rd-r 2nd
he say sp you 8hould- him seq he and you should- stay
take die
He said, "Look after me, and I will die with you." OF
He said that she should look after him, and he would die

with her.
(For t?e occurrence of [wo in this construction see Section
8.3.6.
(61) ... ga ®ki wo ku wo ga bhu_nd gba &
3rd-r 2nd 2nd

8p he not-say give you that you neg tell qu

(He said,) "Did I not tell you that you weren't to tell
anyone?” Or (He said) hadn't he told him that he wasn't to
tell anyone?

(c) Direct quotations




24 CHAPTER 3

ga z& kori  éni n'énd
Ist

they say give him sp stay wait-for us at here

-’

(62) 3 wo  kye

They said to him, "Wait for us here.”

(63) avuramu nd T wel ga ml moni wo ni
ist 2nd
woman the seq say sp I 8ee you cpl

Then the woman said, "I have seen you."

Degrees of Quotatjon. Two degrees of quotation are distin-
guished: First degree quotation follows a speech verb (see Sec-
tion 4.4.6), e.g., he said that he would go; second degree quota-
tion is a quotation within a quotation, e.g., he answered that his
friend said that he would go. First degree quotations may be
direct , indirect, or semi-indirect. Second degree quotations
are either direct or indirect. No example has been observed of a
semi-indirect second degree quotation. There is no difference in
the use of pronouns in first or second degree quotations. Pro-
nouns thus refer to the original speaker and not to the speaker
just mentioned. For examples of first degree quotations see 58-
63 above. Examples of second degree quotations are given below.

Direct second degree quotation

(64) 8 wel ga 8henyl ga bhu wdla ga mf kpe wo @
she say sp aha 8p you say sp I should-pay you qu

She said, "Aha, you say that I should pay you, do you?"
Indirect second degree quotation

(65) ® bhue-enia wo kye omini el ga ... o sl tlkpa kye 1.
he then say give child his sp he will scold give him

(tortoise) (pig) (tortoise)
o s7 wéid ga o wliru Tvo na Okf kpe _ |__osa

he will say sp it does what that he not-pay him due

(pig)

He (tortoise) then said to his child that he (pig) would
scold him and would ask why he (tortoise) did not pay the
money he owed.

3.3.2. Occurrence of Different Types of Quotation'

If the speaker is first or second person, all quotations are
direct. If the speaker is third person, all three types of quota-
tion occur. The majority are indirect. 1In the opening section of
a discourse when, as it were, the stage is being set, all quota-
tions are indirect. Then as the story moves towards the climax,

lsee K. L. Pike 1966.84-92,
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there is usually a change to semi-indirect quotations. Direct
quotations are used as follows:

(a) At the climax of a story there is a change to direct
quotations. For example, in the text 'The Marriage of Tortoise'
the quotationsin the first half of the story are all indirect.
Then at the first climax, when tortoise accuses the wolf of tell-
ing 1lies about him, the quotations are direct. As the story
proceeds, the quotations revert to being indirect. Then at the
end of the story, when the tortoise proves his point, his speech
is all in direct quotation.

Example from an early section of the discourse (indirect quota-

tions)
(66) " anamu nda ga '+ allbo ka anya 1 -+ 8syi
animal  the sp tortoige s8eq horse his place
na okl sl ta ka alibo kpo ni el ta

that he will go seq tortoise carry cpl him go

ni ta ni

apl go epl

The animal said ... that tortoise was his horse, ... that
wherever he wanted to go, tortoise would carry him on his
back.

Example from the climax of the discourse (direct quotations)

(67) 3atibd 1 ko anamu na. & me. ga bhi tou

tortoise s8eq call animal the he reply sp you take

me bhjle bhue ni ild, ga bhu wdia, ga mé ka
me tell keep cpl lie sp you say sp I seq

anya wd ga Utdmu é&kdmu &.

horse your sp head word qu

So tortoise called the animal. He answered. (Tortoise went
on.) "Is it true that you have told a lie about me and said
that I am your horse?”.

(b) When the speech material is a dialogue, the speeches
of one character are usually direct quotations and those of the
other character are indirect. The character using direct



26 CHAPTER 3

quotations can be said to be in focus, and the other character
out of focus. An example occurs in the text 'A Man is Saved by
His Dogs', where in the conversation between a wicked fairy and
a farmer called Onyoswa, the wicked fairy is in focus and her
speeches are usually direct quotations, whereas the farmer is
out of focus and his speeches are indirect.

-~

(68) ka { wel eddl na bhl ya n'dzyi nd, & za

seq she sequay man who you are in bush the it stay

ni na bhi nyine yis  mi 3 glru wo

epl that you not-appear come, I will cast you

A - ooac - - A » - - - - -~ -~ .
isyonf. kda onyoswa na | wel ga o6 no gura
spell seq name the seq say sep she neg cast

So she (the fairy) said, "You who are in the bush, if you
do not come out I will cast a spell on you". Onyoswa
replied that she should not cast a spell.”

(c) Questions are usually direct quotations, and the reply
is indirect.

(69) andmu nd T bhine amo nda, ga &nd bhu y7 i
antmal the seq ask child the sp mnow you come to
wa iyo. ga oki yi i wa owutumu e,
look-for what sp she come to look-for rat her

So the animal asked the child, "What have you come to look
for now?"” (The child replied) that she had come to look
for her rat.

(70) ga bhu moni adegi.na & dei dhyani n'Gvomi  éwal

sp you see name who he fell enter in inside pond

-~ -~ -~ . -~
ha. o me ga oki moni adegl.

the he reply sp he see name

(He said), "Have you seen Adegi who fell into the pond?"
He replied that he had seen Adegi.
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3.4. Progression of Discourse

3.4.1. Introduction of Discourse

A discourse usually starts with either the introduction of
one of the main characters or with a clause indicating the time
setting. The time setting may be general, e.g., o za tyu once
(1iterally it was unti1), or a specific time, e.g., &nd dviird
isondi iva two Sundays ago. The usual tense for the main verbs
in a discourse is the aorist tense, but in the initial sentence
of ﬁ discourse, the descriptive tense is used for the first main
verb.

(71) edd% avi 7 z3, a ko ) onydswa
man  one then was they call him name
There was once a man called Onyoswa.

(72) ané oviru isondi ivd na & rlid, nma mf ta
this between Sunday two that it pass that I go
fsud, mj nd bhue {sosyi.

ITsua I go keep -church

Two Sundays ago when I went to Isua, I led the church ser-
vice.

Note that the main verb occurring in the final clause is in the
descriptive tense.
(73) o za tuu ka ibiridyl &K1z enm f deh

it was until s8eq bridge town our 8eq fell

Once the bridge in our town collapsed.

3.4.2. (Climax of Discourse

As a discourse progresses towards a climax, there are cer-
tain changes in style. These changes have the effect of making
the action more dramatic. A discourse may consist of only one
scene and therefore have only one climax, or of several scenes,
each with its own climax. The main changes in style which occur
are as follows:

3.4.2.1. Omission of the Sequential Particle

The sequential particle ka does not occur at the beginning
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of sentences nor between clauses within a sentence.

(74)

comes
comes

(75)

(76)

(77)

o fydni n4 te edd, O kpei padhe obho kyakya.

8§

flew went reach river he wash finish hand clean

0r

tou okya kari kpei obhd vioviég. & le pa

he take soap well wash hand well he again 1lift

fune obho na  vid, o le fyani yi T bhari
raise hand the whish he again fly come to land
n'8kl  édhyomu na,

on pot of-food the

He flew to the river and really washed his hands clean. He
took soap and washed his hands very well. He again lifted

up his wings-'whish'. He flew once more and landed on the
pot of food.

Compare the following pairs of examples. The first example
from an early part of the discourse; the second example
from the climax.

© rii Ogbé, ka obhleneti nad sus.

it pags small seq leopard went appear

After a little time, leopard appeared.

o ril 9gbhé, odumu nd sue.

it pass small liom went appeared

After a little time, lion appeared.

i na te omu inda 2libd,

they went reach house of mother of tortoise

ka ina alipd nd bhuenia dire &dhya.
seq mother of tortoise the then cook yam
When they reached the house of tortoise's mother, she then
cooked yams for them.

i na te omu ind &syisyl,

they went pveach house of mother of kougal



BEYOND THE SENTENCE 29

ina bsyisyl  bhuenid dire Ikiré:
mother of kougal then eook cocoyam
When they reached the house of kougal's mother, she then
cooked cocoyams for them.
3.4.2.2. Omission of 'Echo' Clause

An ‘echo' clause (Section 3.2.2) does not occur in the cli-
mactic sections of a discourse. Compare the following pairs of
examples. The first example comes from an early part of the dis-
course; the second example comes from the climax.

(79) 1 rit, ka 1 nd bharl n'ogigd. | bhari

they pass seq they went land at court they land

n'ogigé, ka 1 moni ni imd 3ki& enl Ivd avi.
at court seq they see cpl boys town our two certain

They passed by and landed at the court. When they had landed
at the court, they saw a certain two boys from our town.

(80) a koni okoni nd tuu a ny kie egwe
they fight fight the till they hit split people
fbusan Utdmb. Utdmu &ddT 4kiz  enl avi a kiene.

of Ibusan head head man of town our one also split
a bhuenia gbou tyu a gbou dhe 8gbdii
they then advige till they advise finish advice
okoni  na.
of fight the

They fought till they split open the heads of some of the
people from Ibusan. The head of one of the people of our
town was also split open. Then they had a parley until
they settled the fight.

(81) 3 gbel ni eseni na yi ni, ka a tou  tuu
they kill epl fish  the come cpl seq they take pour
n'omu  §11bd, ka 3 ma. a ma ni eseni
in house of-tor. seq they divide they divide cpl fish
nds, ka alibd pa.
the seq tortoise choose

Whenever they catch fish and return, they empty them out in
tortoise's house and divide them. When they have divided
them (into piles) then tortoise makes his choice.
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(82) 3 kpei dhe T Onwil dima dhe T eld tou

-

they wash finish him body rub finish him oil take
awo nyoni dhe 7
shirt put finish him

They washed him all over and rubbed him with oil and dressed
him in a shirt.

3.4.2.3. Omission of Speech Verb and/or Speech Particle

As a discourse proceeds to a climax, the speech verb and/or
the speech particle ga is frequently omitted. The following exam-
ples are all taken from the same text, which consists of a number
of different scenes, each with its own climax. The first example
in each pair occurs at the beginning of the new scene; the second
example occurs near the climax.

(83) atibd bhuenia wei a T ko int1 &dhyomu na.
tortoise then say they will call name of-food the
Then tortoise said, "The name of the food must be called.”
(84) & te n na alibd 1 tou &bhd nyoni n'livomi
it rveach cpl that tort. will take hand put inside
édhyomu nad dhja, osyisyl ga na ma tou ta.
food the eat kougal tsp not yet take go

When tortoise was about to put his hand into the food to eat,
kougal (said), "Don't take any yet."

(85) o néd te, osyisyl wei vilése obho wd
he went reach kougal say open hand your
When he arrived, kougal said, "Open your hand."”
(86) epidhd epidhd na o vya. 18 ta.
mud mud which it 18 again go
There was mud all over. (Kougal said,) "Go again.”
3.4.2.4. Use of Direct Quotations in Speech Material

As the discourse approaches a climax, there is a change from
indirect to direct quotations (Section 3.3.2).
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The sentence consists of one clause or a group of clauses
which are syntactically related. Except when it is functioning
as a rankshifted unit, it has a final intonation which is charac-
terized by a lessening of voice intensity and a drop in the pitch
of the final syllable, whether this is a H or a L tone syllable.

A final H tone is lower than previous H tones but still higher

than previous L tones. A final L tone is lower than previous L
tones.

(87) alibd ta oml opilopo Tortoise went to pig's
[ - - house.
- -

(88) &nt nid te ed3 We went and reached the

B - ] river.
L -

(Note: The absence of a pitch mark under a syllable means the
vowel of that syllable is elided.)

The final intonation is analysed as a demarcative feature
which distinguishes the sentence from other units. In the fol-
lowing two examples, it is the occurrence of the final intonation,
marked by a full stop, that distinguishes two sentences linked by
the particle ka (Section 3.2.1) from two clauses linked by ka
forming one sentence (i.e.,complex sentence type 1, Section 4.4.1).
In example 89, the pitch of the sentence-final H tone syllable
ta is lower than that of the previous syllable le, whereas in
example 90, the pitch of the clause-final H tone syllable -ma is
the same as that of the previous syllable vy-.

(89) /// &égwe ony-okd na  a le ta. /// ka a tou
pl messenger the also again go seq they take
avuramu na tou du ta obi. ///
woman the take lead go name-of-hut

The messengers also went again. Then the girl was taken
to the 'obi'.

(90) /// © wvuma // ka o vye. ///
[Ze vex seq he cry ]

He got angry and cried.
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4,1. Function of the Sentence

The primary function of the sentence is as an element of the
discourse. Because no intermediate rank between the sentence and
the discourse has been set up, sentences are not divided into
classes.

Some sentences also have a secondary function as a rank-
shifted unit as follows:

(a) as a single clause (Section 4.7)

(b) as a complete nominal phrase (Section 8.2.7)

(c) as an attributive element to the head of the nominal

phrase (Section 8.2.1.2)

Such sentences are Timited to those composed of declarative clauses
only. If an intermediate rank between the discourse and the sen-
tence were set up, such sentences would probably form a separate
class in contrast to imperative and question sentences.

4.2. Structure of the Sentence

The sentence consists of an obligatory nucleus preceded by
an optional margin. The margin is described in Section 4.5. The
nucleus of the sentence may be simple, consisting of ane clause,
or complex, consisting of two or more clauses in certain relation-
ships to each other. These relationships are marked by syntag-
matic features, e.g., (a) order of clauses, (b) clause introducer
and/or clause terminal, (c) special introductory clause with a
fixed or restricted structure, (d) occurrence of a certain class
of unit from a rank lTower than the rank immediately below, and
(e) certain sequence of polarity/mood/tense/aspect features of the
clause. Polarity, mood, tense and aspect are analysed as features
of the clause, but the sequence of the features is a demarcative
feature of some sentence types. (In other sentence types the
sequence of features is not restricted.) Each set of clause fea-
tures is summarized here and will be described in detail in
Chapter 5. -

Polarity/Mood Tense Primary Aspect
Positive indicative Descriptive Completive
Negative indicative. Rorist Incompletive
Positive subjunctive Referential Focus
Negative subjunctive Future - Neutral

Different types of complex sentences are set up according to
the different relationships between the clauses in the nucleus and
the way in which the relationship is marked. Usually the relation-
ship is between individual clauses, but in two types (5a and 18)
it is between a group of clauses and an individual clause. In some
multiclause sentences there are a number of different relationships
between the component clauses. This complexity is handled by means
of rankshifting (or embedding) of sentences within sentences
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(Section 4.7). This method of analysis has the advantage of
making clear the layering of the relationships.

Question sentences (i.e., those requiring a yes/no answer)
are analysed as being derived from non-question sentences and are
described in Section 4.6.

4.3. The Simple Sentence

A simple sentence consists of a single clause of any type:
verbal, nominal, or marginal. In verbal clauses, there is no
restriction on the polarity, mood, tense, or aspect of the clause.

(91) /// Jdwdi bhue-enia kunu el ///
fear then hold him
Then he was afraid.
(verbal declarative clause)
(92) /77 18 wel ///

again say

Say it again.
(verbal imperative clause)

(93) /// odsyisyl ka Tnii afénd ///
kougal seq name of-bird
The name of the bird is a kougal.
(nominal declarative clause)

(94) /// 38 ka 1dhiT  inimd vo a /1
this seq kind of-thing which qu
What sort of thing is this?
(nominal interrogative clause)

(95) /// dyey /// Fancy that!
(marginal clause)

4.4, The Complex Sentence

The nucleus of a complex sentence consists of two or more
clauses in a certain relationship to each other. Eighteen types
are distinguished according to differences in relationship and
the way in which the relationship is marked. The clauses are all
verbal except where otherwise stated. In types 1-8 the clauses
are in a coordinate relationship; in types 9-18 one of the clauses
is subordinate to the other. The subordinate or dependent clause
is marked by a clause introducer or a special introductory clause
with a fixed structure and/or by a terminal. None of these fea-
tures occurs in a sentence where the clauses are in a coordinate
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relationship. The sequential particle ka in types 1-3 and 5, and
the speech particle ga in type 6 are not analysed as clause intro-
ducers since they may also occur initially in an independent sen-
tence (Section 3.2.1{ or medially in a nominal clause (Section
6.1.2) where in both cases they link elements in a co-ordinate
relationship.

4.4,1. The Complex Sentence, Type 1 Co-ordinate

Nonfinal clauses are in the aorist tense or negative indic-
ative. The final clause is in the aorist tense. The demarcative
feature is the sequential particle ka occurring between the
clauses and/or the adverb tuu until occurring finally in any
clause except the last one.

(96) /// ®&nt dire tyu // ® dhesyl // ka &dhi na bhie ///
VbC1:aor VbCl:aor VbCI1 :aor

we cook till it last seq palm- the get-
fruit soft

We cooked (the palm fruit) until after some time it

got soft.
(97) /// &komi fou egwe {sosyl // ka &kdml kunu egwe
VbCl1:aor VbC1:aor

word free people of-church geq word hold people
ekwest ///
of-devil

The church people were acquitted, but the heathen were
found guilty.

(98) /// & ma wel ekdml avl a // ka edei na vyma ///
VbC1l:neg indic VbC1:aor
he mnot-yet say word one even seq man the vex
He had not said a word and the man got annoyed.
4.4.2. The Complex Sentence, Type 2 Contrastive

The nonfinal clause is in the aorist or descriptive tense,
and the final clause is negative indicative.

(99) /// ® wa wa ugyo na // & 1 moni ///
VbC1:aor VbCl:neg indic

he 1look 1look stone the - he not-see

He looked and looked for the stone, but he did not see
it.
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(100) /// a nah gbunono 1 /l ka & | swel ///
VbCl :des VbCl:neg. indic
they go-to treat her seq she not-live
They took her to be treated, but she did not live.
4.4.3. The Complex Sentence, Type 3 Double Positive Command

The nonfinal clause is positive imperative, and the final
clause is in the aorist tense with a 2nd person pronoun as head
of the nominal phrase subject. (A double negative command occurs
as a type 4 (Cumulative) sentence.)

(101) /// tou éséni 4nd nd // ka bhi tou dhi bhdé ///
Vb:C1 pos imp VbC1:aor
take fish  this the seq you take eat indeed
Do take this fish and eat it.
(102) /// bha yic // ka bha T dhuu  éni kpori

VbCl:pos imp VbC1 :aor
you-pl come seq you come follow us sing
ivie ///
song

Come and sing with us.

4.4.4. The Complex Sentence, Type 4 Cumulative

This type consists of two verbal clauses with the same polar-
ity. Positive clauses are of the declarative type; negative
clauses may be either declarative or imperative. The demarcative
feature is the reinforcer a also,which occurs in one or both
clauses.

(103) /// onu bhda a bidha dhe ni //
mother their too walk finish epl
asunu  bha a bidha dhe ni ///
father their too walk  finish cpl
Both their mother and father had left.

(104) /// dbhd & mo wo // gvi & mo wo ///
arm  too 1is-not you leg too is-not you
Neither your arms nor your legs are strong.

(1058) /// bha ma gbai n' omi a // bha nd bhind 41ibd a ///

you-pl mnot turn at house too you not ask tortoise too

Do not call at the house or ask tortoise.
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(106) & moni inumu avl a // & sylend a /17
he not-see thing one too he not-hear too
He did not see or hear anything.

See also example 224.

4.4.5. The Complex Sentence, Type 5 Temporal

The nonfinal clauses are always verbal. The final clause
may be verbal or nominal. Different sequences of polarity, tense,
and aspect features mark the relationship between the clauses and
determine the semantic meaning. On the basis of these differences,
seven subtypes are set up.

Tgpe Nonfinal clause Final Clause Meanin
a descriptive aorist / neg. when (nonfuture)
indic./imp.
5b descriptive with ditto at the same time as
incomplete aspect
5¢ referential ditto as, at/since the
time that
5d aorist with ditto whenever (nonfuture)
completive aspect
be future ditto whenever (future)
5f aorist with future when/if (future)
completive aspect
bg negative indicative future if
Type 5a
(107) /// o funi dhyana // ¢ nla kpoukpou // amo-mosyi
VbC] :des VbC1l:des
he eclimb enter he knock tap-tap boy
na le yi i nylmé ///
VbC1:aor

the again come to appear

When he climbed up and knocked tap~tap, the boy reap-

peared.
(108) /// o funi dhyanl n'8kini // ka ¢ génmi ta //
VbC1:des VbC1:des
he climb enter on top seq he look go

ka sa anamd ///
NomC! (predicative)

seq not animal
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Type 5b
(109) /77
(110) ///
Type 5¢
(111) ///
(112) /77
(113) 77/
(114) 77/

CHAPTER 4

When he came to the surface and had a look, (he saw
that) it was not an animal.

i na wa na // ka 4&libs  nad omini el
VbC1:des inc VbC1 :aor

they 1ine look tortoise and child his

ya n'ésyimi ///

are at back

At the time they were looking for it, tortoise and his
child were at the back.

bhu na koni  &syiobho // na nwase //
VbCl:des inc VbCl:neg imp
you 1ine fight wrestling do-not fear

At the time you are wrestling, do not be afraid.

i t&, // ka Gkws ///

VbCl :aor cpl

atye mé yi mi ta ni
VbCi:ref
brother my come reach seq I go epl farm

At the time my brother arrived, I had gone to the farm.

é via // 6 ma dhesyi ///
VbCli:ref VbCl:neg ind
he come it not-yet long

He arrived not long ago. (1lit. Since he arrived, it

is not yet long.)

6 kunu dhou &badhi nd // ka Utdmd ///
Vb:Cl:ref NomC1

he hold take iguana the tail

When he caught hold of the iguana, (he got) the tail.

enf za nibhdrt // adhé ishént ///
VbCi:ref NomC1

we stay at-camp day five

We stayed at the fishing camp five days. (1it. When

we stayed at the camp, it was five days.)
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(115) /// avuramu nd mé // &libo nd  wa dhou
VbC1:ref VbC1:aor
woman the agree tortoige go Llook take

8dhyomlii n'azyl yT /77
food in bush come

As the woman agreed, tortoise went to get food in the
bush and came back.

Type 5d
(116) /// a nd bhire ni okpa nd // ¢ tou
VbC1:aor cpl VbC1:aor
they go-to dance cpl dance the he take
imemini ei bhue n'‘adkpa ///
children his keep 1in bag
Whenever there was a dance, he kept his children in a
bag.
(117) /// adhe wii n] // ka & ko egwe fmorobhd ///
VbCl:aor cpl VbC1 :aor
day  dawn epl seq they call pl bridesmaids
At daybreak the bridesmaids are called.
(description of events at weddings)
(118) /// avuramu na wori dhe n] odo na // Q
VbC1:aor cpl
woman the s8crape finish cpl mortar the she
dhi ni // & te i /1/
VbCl:aor cpl VbCl:neg ind
eat opl it not-reach her
Whenever the woman scraped the mortar clean and ate
(the scraps), she was not satisfied.
Type 5e
(119) /// ¢ sV ta &ki Otireké // ka 3 dy ikpoli
VbCl: fut VbC1:aor
she will go market name she buy plenty

&dhyomi ///
food
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(120)

(121)

Type 5f

(122)

(123) /

(124)

CHAPTER 4

/17

/77

11/

//

/17

Whenever she plans to go to Otireke market, she buys a
lot of food (to take with her).

° sT ta (kwd /// 6 tou omini el ta dhd ///
VbC1:fut VbCl:neg indic
she will go farm she not-take child her go never

Whenever she plans to go to the farm, she does not take
her child with her.

bhy s7 kon' eshiobhd // na z4 kye ed&i ///
VbC1:fut VbCl:neg imp
you will fight wrestling  do-not fear give person

Whenever you are going to wrestle, do not be afraid of
your opponent.

bhil wuru nu &nia // edei sT gbél wd ///
VbC1:aor cpl VbC1: fut

you do epl thus man will kill you

If you keep doing this, you will be killed.

opilopd vi i te nt // ka & | moni
VbCl:aor cpl VbC1:neg ind

pig come to reach cpl seq he again not-see

moni el ///

not-gsee him

When pig came, he would not see him.

bhy na te ni  ésyia nma // ka wurd
VbC1:aor cpl

you go-to reach opl place the seq do

karesé bhlie fTkpebl wo ///

VbC1:pos imp
strengthen keep heart your

When you reach the place, keep confident.

An open condition may also be expressed by a nonfinal clause
consisting of © za ni (1it. if it has been) followed by a nominal
phrase or a rankshifted clause introduced by na.
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(125) /// &6 za ni énia // gwa bidha ///
VbC1:aor cpl VbCl:pos imp
thus right walk
If so, come on, get going.
(126) /// 5 za ni na m} ta ni // mi si gbai moni wo ///
I go epl I will turn see you
If I go, I will branch off and see you.

When the noninitial clause consists of § rii ni (1it. it has
passed) followed by a nominal phrase or a rankshifted clause intro-
duced by ana, the semantic meaning is unless. If the final clause
is negative, the order of the clauses may be reversed.

(127) /// & rii nl énid // mi ta /17

thus I not-go
Otherwise, I will not go. (lit. Except thus, I will
not go.)
(128) /// & rii nl &na ed8" bhuene bhue ni enumd //
man  has keep cpl money

¢ moni kunu omd  ///
he not-able build house

Unless a man has money, he cannot build a house.

(129) /// bhG moni turu me // 9 rji ni ana bhu si
you not-able meet me you will
dhemine vyia ///
speed come

You will not be able to see me unless you come early.

If the final clause is positive, the introducer kana (see type
12) occurs, and the clause is in the referential tense with focus
aspect.

(130) /// 3 rii nl &ma m st gya 1 // kama & si

I will urge him he will
wuru dhe nt fnfwurd nd ///
do finish epl work the

Only if I urge him, will he finish the work.
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Type 5g
(131) /// bh§ nyoni omwil n' é&no nd // aswdi wo né
VbCl:neg ind VbCl:neg ind
you not-put body at now the life your the
te akie ///
not-reach town
If you do not try now, you will not reach the town alive.
(132) /// m{ ta // ka mi wiru iyo n'' omu a///
VbCl:neg ind VbCl:fut
I not-go seq I will-do what in house qu

If I don't go, what shall I do in the house?
4,4.6. The Complex Sentence, Type 6 Report

The demarcative features of this type are the occurrences in
the initial clause of one of a special group of verbs introducing
speech or thought, and the speech particle ga which occurs between
the clauses. This type is divided into two subtypes according to
whether the verb in the initial clause is a speech verb or not.

Type 6a, Speech Verb in Initial Clause

The head of the verbal phrase in the initial clause is one of
the following verbs:

bhine ask do argue *qu promise
*gba tell kali rebuke ko eall
*ma teach vye ery tyi shout
*wel, wo say

*indicates that these verbs occur in a compound verbal phrase
(Section 7.4) preceding the verb kye, 1it. give, if a nominal
phrase object is present in the clause (example 138).

In this subtype the speech particle is optional (examples 133,
139). It may occur preceding every clause in the speech material
(example 134). In narrative with frequent conversation, the speech
verb may be omitted (examples 135, 136). In this case the speech
particle is then obligatory. Following the speech verb and/or
speech particle, there may be a clause or a rankshifted sentence
of any type (examples 134, 136-140).

(133) /// aiibd tyi // ¥ki wu nu ///
tortoise shout he die cpl

Tortoise shouted that he was ruined. (lit. he had
died)



THE SENTENCE 43

-~

(134) /// a F wer //
they seq say

ga 6 za ni é&nia // gad ta na

rankshifted sentence

sp it stay cpl thus sp they should-go to

ko  otwai /77

ecall antelope

They said that if so, they should go and call antelope.
(135) /// alibo // ga &ki dhj dhy  dvi avd a ///

tortoise 8p he not-eat never one one even

Tortoise (said) that he would never eat a single one.
(136) /// amd na // ga sa énia ///

NomC1

child the sp not thus

The child said that was not right.
(137) /// ka o wei // ga & somu vya ///

VbCl :declarative

seq he may sp it be-good is

He said that it was all right.
(138) /// 1 wo kye 1 // ga za Kori &ni

VbCl:imperative

they say give him sp stay wait-for us
n' éna ///
at here

They said to him, "Wait for us here.”
(139) /// amo na T wel // Oki si wiru fvo ///
VbCl:interrogative
child the seq say he still do how
So the child said what was he to do?
(140) //7 » ko amo na // ga inya a // bhu yi (kwo

rankshifted question sen-

she call child the 8p today even you come farm
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ma_///

tence
the

She called the child (and asked), "How about today,
are you coming to the farm?"

The rankshifted sentence has the question intonation
(Section 4.6).

Type 6b. Nonspeech Verb in Initial Clause

The head of the verbal phrase in the initial clause is one of
the following verbs or pairs of verbs:

moni see nomu know
syiene hear tou ko think (1it. take
call)
geni moni realise ma moni perceive (lit.
(1it. look see) , show see)
me agree wa wish, want

The clause following the speech particle may be nominal or
verbal. If it is verbal, it must be declarative in contrast to
type 6a where the following clause may be of any type.

Following the verb syiene hear, the particle ga indicates that
the report is secondhand, in contrast to the clause-introducer na
(see sentence type 10b Section 4.4.10) which indicates that the
report is firsthand.

Compare (141) and (142):
(141) /// & syiene // ga o md yia [///
he hear sp it 1ine come
He heard that it was coming. (i.e., somebody told him)
(142) /// ® syiene // ma o no yia ///

He heard it coming.

(143) /// 6  nomu // g& aka na ka Tnimu &gblrd ///
NomC1
he mnot-know sp that the seq thing fairy

He did not know that that was a fairy.
(144) /// &ni T  bhue-enia geni mont //
we seq then look see
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ga onisd nyoni kye ni éni Sbhé bd ///
VbC1

sp God put gtve epl us hand big

So we then realized that God had helped us very much.
(145) /// mi t80 ko // ga bhi nomu me bhue nt ///

VbCl

I take call 8p you know me keep cpl

I thought you knew me.
4.4.7. The Complex Sentence, Type 7 Immediate Action

In this type, the final clause is in the incompletive aspect,
which is marked by the particle n3 or nd (Section 5.4.3.4) and has
a pronoun as head of the nominal phrase subject. This pronoun is
in concord with respect to number and person with the head of the
nominal phrase subject of the first clause. The action of the
second clause follows immediately upon that of the first clause.

(146) /// opilopd | pa // o nd gbe 11/
pig 8o leave he 1ine go-home
So pig left and set off home.
(147) /// &gua giri // i na gidhe alibo ta ///
they turn they ine go-forward tortoise go
They turned and started toward tortoise.
(148) /// & le fyani yi i bharl n'oki  édhyomu
he again fly come to land on dish of-food
ng // o nd z3 kori alibd 17/
the he ine stay wait tortoise

He flew again and came and landed on the dish of food
and stayed waiting for tortoise.

4,.4.8. The Complex Sentence, Type 8 Reason/Result

The nonfinal clause has a restricted structure consisting of an
impersonal subject, i.e., the NPs is the 3rd singular pronoun which
does not have an antecedent in a previous clause, followed by a
clause string in which the first verb is dhuu Zssue from and the
second verb is yi come. Either a NP or a rankshifted clause intro-
duced by ana occurs as the object of the first verb. When the
verb is in the descriptive tense, the final clause has the clause
introducer na. When the verb is in the referential tense, the
order of the clauses may be reversed (example 153).
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(151)

(152)

(153)

(154)

(155)
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/17

/17

/17

/17

/17

/17

/17

o dhiu ana mi ta yid // nma o nd vima ///
VbC1:des
I not-go he inc vex
Because I did not go, he is angry.
o dhiu ama 8 ko me yia // na mi ta ni ///
he call me I go epl
Because he called me, I went.

(The final clause is in the referential tense with
focus aspect, as the action is in past time.)

o dhtiu 3kd vyia // na & dei nt  ///
that he fell epl
Because of that, he fell.
6 dhuu ana & kpoma na yia // ka & moni
VbCl:ref
he sick he not-able
ta. ///
go
Because he was sick, he was not able to go.
ezyie nd konl el // & dhuu 3na & ma dhj
hunger inc catch him he not-eat

inimt nd vyia ///

thing

He was hungry because he had not yet eaten anything.

& dhuu nu 3dna atye T wu ni m yi tuu//
brother his die cpl until

ka & moni ta ///

he mnot-able go
Because his brother had died, he was not able to go.

(The occurrence of the adverb tyu at the end of the
first clause is optional.)

o si dhuu ana ekya s1 yi omu mé

vigitor will come house my
n‘adhia na yia tuyu // ka mf monl ta ///
day the until I not-able go
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Because visitors will come to my house on that day,
I will not be able to go.

In Sentence types>9-13 the dependent clause is marked by a clause
introducer. )

4.4.9. The Complex Sentence, Type 9 Unrealised Action

The dependent clause is marked by the clause introducer sa
initially and by the conditional particle na occurring before the
VP. The particle bears the initial tone of the tone pattern of
the verb root. When the clause refers to past time, the referen-
tial tense with focus aspect is used. When it refers to nonpast
time, the descriptive tense is used. When the dependent clause
occurs first, the following clause is in the aorist tense on is
negative indicative. When the dependent clause occurs last, the
preceding clause is in the descriptive tense, or is negative indic-
ative.

(156) /// sa mi nma ta // ka asu mé me /17
I go father my not-agree

I would go, but my father will not agree.
(157) /// sa mi na vuma ni // ka & dose me ///

I vex foc he beg me
I would have been angry, but he begged me (for
forgiveness).
(158) /// sa mi na me // ka & dose me ///
I not-agree he beg me

I would not have agreed, but he pleaded.
(159) /// 8&sdni na do fys // sa edel na na dia ///
fish the emall exceed man  the buy
The fish was too small, or the man would have bought 1it.
4.4.10. The Complex Sentence, Type 10 Relative

The dependent clause occurs finally and is marked by the rela-
tive particle na. There are three subtypes.

Type 10a Impersonal construction.

The initial clause has an impersonal subject, i.e., 3rd person
singular pronoun which does not have any antecedent in a previous
clause. The following are the most common impersonal constructions.

6 dhesyl It is/was not a long time, 'before long'

o wuru Tvo why? (lit. it does what)
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ko n égbé almost (lit. it remained a little)

Or Or

1
te nr it is time

(160) /// o wiru ivo // na bha na za dha {dhi

it do how that you ine stay drink wine

na ofuromui // na bha tou abhii dhiese ///
the empty that you not-take kola eat with it

Why are you drinking the wine by itself and not eating
cola with it?

(161) /// ¢ ko ni &gbé // na o nd dé&7 wia

it stay cpl little that he ine fall die
bhtia 11/

indeed

He almost fainted; fancy that!

(162) /// & te nt // na a s  widru é&dhyomu
it reach cpl that they will make food
anwumu //
of-evening

It is time to cook supper.
Type 10b Perception

In this subtype there is no nominal phrase object in the ini-
tial clause, and the verb(s) occurring as head of the verbal phrase
is either moni see, geni moni perceive, Or syiene hear.

(163) /// 3féni geni moni // na Ogbandmy na gidhe i
hen Llook see fox ine toward Whim
ta //
go ,

Hen caught sight of fox coming toward him.

(164) /// & syiene // na 3aféni na bho ///
he heard cock ine crow
He heard a cock crowing.

Type 10c Miscellaneous

The clause introducer na occurs in a wide variety of sentences,
of which the following are representative.
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(165) /// o ta // na mi" nomu ///
he went I not-know
He went without my knowing.
(166) /// ¢ kwa // na o si bidha ///
he pack he will travel
He packed for travelling.
(167) /// bhu wéi ivo // na & wvyma ni  ///
you say what he vex  foc
What did you say that he became angry?
(168) /// 3dhé ma wii // na mi pa /77
day  not-dauwm I leave
Day had not dawned when I left.
4.4.11. The Complex Sentence, Type 11 Purpose

The dependent clause occurs finally and is marked by the
clause introducer ga so that. The verb in the dependent clause
is either positive subjunctive or in the future tense. (A negative
purpose clause is introduced by kana, see type 12). The clause
introducer may be omitted when the clause is subjunctive.

This type is distinguished from the type 6 Report sentence
(Section 4.4.6) since the verb in the initial clause is not
restricted. The clause introducer ga is distinguished from the
speech particle ga since the former occurs only in a Purpose sen-
tence, whereas the latter has a wider distribution.

(169) /// 1 ghaia // ga bha  kdu dhou
VbCl1:fut
they branch go-that they will-collect take
etai ///
fire

They branched off to collect some embers.

(170) /// @&gwd akie &nT Tsua kwa // ga bha
people of-town our name prepare that they
st diu vyia ///

VbC1:fut

will out come

The people of our town, Isua, got ready to come out.
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(171) /// ka mi tou ibi tou kye 1 // 86  tou
VbCl:subj

seq I take nut take give him he should-
take

dhiesé 17/

eat-with-gomething

Then I gave him some kernels to eat with (the wine).
See also example 220.
4.4.12. The Complex Sentence, Type 12 kana

The dependent clause is marked by the clause introducer kana.
Different sequences of tense/aspect features indicate different
meanings of the clause introducer. For this reason, three sub-
types are set up.

Type 12a Purpose

The verb in the final clause is usually subjunctive, but
aorist tense also occurs. When the verb in the main clause is
imperative, the verb in the dependent clause has to be in the
aorist tense.

(172) /// ka & bjdha ta // kara Oki dhemine na turu

VbC1:sub
seq he walk go he  speed to meet
édhyomu ra ///
food the
And he walked on, so as to get the food gquickly.
(173) /77 mi st nwasd obhd // kana iniwura n3d na
VbCl:neg sub
I will hurry hand work the not
dhesya ///
last
I will work fast, so that the task will not take too
long.
(174) /// dhéminé ta // kana bhi turu el ///
VbCl:imp VbC1:aor
speed go you meet him

Go quickly, so that you will meet him.
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Type 12b Time

The sequence of tense/mood/aspect features in the component
clauses is as follows:

Nonfinal clause Final clause
aorist aorist with sequential particle
i occurring before the verb
future referential with focus aspect and
future particle si before the verb
subjunctive subjunctive
positive imperative aorist (when subject is 2nd per-
son singular pronoun) otherwise
subjunctive
(175) /// & dhesyl 06bd // kana 3 f  kpodhi kidhe 1///
VbC1:aor VbC1:aor
it last big they seq drive vemove him
It was some time before they drove him away.
(176) /// o si yi i te omi  // kana adhé si
VbC1: fut VbCl:ref foc
he will come reach house day will
bhi ni ///
get-dark
He will reach home before it gets dark.
(177) /// &ni gbé // kana owlifT tol ///
VbCI:sub VbC1:sub
we  go-home rain fall
Let's go home before it rains.
(178) /// wird dhe Tniwurd // kana 3dhé bhi i
VbCT1:imp VbCl:sub
do finish work day  get-dark
Finish the work before it gets dark.
(179) /// wurk dhe Tniwura // kana bhu gbe /1/
VbC1:imp VbCl1:aor
do finish work you go-home

Finish the work before you go home.
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Type 12¢  Result

The tense in the final clause is referential with focus
aspect.

(180) /// ® nyoni Onwit // kana & rii m  ///
he put body he pass foc

He tried hard, with the result that he passed.
(181) /// &8 %o me // kana mi ta ni ///

he call me I go foc

He called me, so I went.

4.4.13. The Compliex Sentence, Type 13 Comparison

The dependent clause is marked by two introducers ee ga.
(182) /// adhe za dhe // ee ga Owii si  téud ///

day stay finish rain will fall
The day looks just as if it will rain.

(183) /// amo na vye // ee ga 3 ny gbei ni el
child the cry they hit kill cpl him
bhue m  ///
keep cpl

The child cried as if he had been beaten to death.

In types 14-18, the dependent clause is marked by a clause whose
structure is fixed and which cannot stand alone. In some cases
the elements have become fused and are no longer recognisable.
Such a clause is analysed as a demarcative feature marking a par-
ticular sentence type, and not as a constituent element of the
sentence. In some types the dependent clause is marked also by a
clause terminal.

4.4.14, The Complex Sentence, Type 14 Unfulfilled Condition

The nonfinal clause is marked by the fixed clause o i za ga
(1it. it was that) and by the occurrence of the reinforcer |o
just clause finally. If the clause is positive, it is in the
aorist tense; if negative, the negative particle occurs before
the verb. The introductory clause can be reduced as shown below.
The final clause is marked by the clause introducer sa and by the
conditional particle na which occurs before the verbal phrase.
The particle bears the initial tone of the tone pattern of the
verb root.

(184) /// & T za ga asu m me 10, // saminata ///
father my agree I go
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(185) ///® za ga asu m | me 10 //sa ml nd ta ///
(186) /// asu mé [ me 18 //sa ml nd ta ///
If my father would agree, I would go.
(187) /// & T za ga atye mé na ky me enuma nd //
brother my neg give me money the
sa mi na monl ta ///
I not-able go |

If my brother had not given me the money, I would not
be able to go.

4.4.15. The Complex Sentence, Type 15 Alternative

The final clause is marked by one of the following: alagba
in case, Smonenid otherwise (1it. it is not as thus), émomo or
(1it. it is not not). The latter two forms still have the negative
intonation, showing that they were originally negative clauses.

(188) /// na shiré /// alagba bhl dei ///
do-not run you fall

Do not run, in case you fall.

(189) /// mi st mé&  adhe ta // émonmenia mi turu et ///
I will show day go I not-meet him
I will go at dawn; otherwise I will not see him.

(190) /// o si yi i moni mé // émomo @ si ge yla ///
he will come see me he will write come
He will come to see me, or he will write.

(191) /// tdu 3nd // émomo bhl kjdhe obho ///
take this you leave hand
Take this one or leave it.

When the nonfinal clause is positive imperative, the final
clause is in the aorist tense with a 2nd person pronoun as head of
the nominal phrase subject. (Cf. type 3, Double Positive Command.)

4.4,.16. The Complex Sentence, Type 16 Dubitative

The dependent clause is marked by one of the following: 1laa,
dkarifye, Afurebl perhaps occurring initially in the clause. The
two latter forms have the negative intonation. The clause is also
marked by the terminal form anomu (11t. they know). If there are
two dependent clauses, each is marked by anomu.
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(192) /// bhine 1 // laa ¢ si  moni ta andmu ///
ask him he will be-able go
Ask him whether he will be able to go.

(193) /// mi nomu // &furebi & vyi nt  andmu //
I not-know he come cpl
& ma yi andmu ///

he not-yet come
I do not know whether he has come or not.

In Types 17-18, the dependent clause is marked by a clause terminal
which may be one or two reinforcers. One type is also marked by
a fixed introductory clause.

4.4.17. The Complex Sentence, Type 17 Concessional

The dependent clause may be nominal or verbal. If it is
verbal, it is in the aorist tense. It is marked by two reinforcers
a O (lit. even indeed) occurring clause finally. The clause may
also be marked by a fixed introductory clause § gba za ga (lit. it
exceed stay that).

(194) /// owit tou a & // ka mi si ta ///
rain fall I will go
(195) /// & gba za ga OwWil tou a & //mi s téd ///

Even if it rains, I will go.

(196) /// 3adh& okid a o // bhi moni koni 11/
day of-match you not-able wrestle
Even on the day of the match, you will not be able to
wrestle.

(197) /// &nid na 8 dhuu me za nd a O // ka Odwdl
thus that he with me stay fear
va kunu me ///

still held me
Even though he was with me, I was still afraid.

The initial clause is nominal, consisting of an adverbial noun
followed by a relative construct (Section 8.2.1.2).

4.4.18. The Complex Sentence, Type 18 Alternative Condition

The dependent clauses are marked by the reinforcer & indeed
occurring clause finally. 1If the clause is positive, the referen-
tial tense with focus aspect occurs.
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(198) /// owif tou ni & // owii tou & // ka mi si

rain fall foe rain not-=fall I will
ta /77
go

Whether it rains or not, I will go.
(199) /77 & ta nt & // & ta & // ka &kdmd mo ///
he go foc he not-go trouble ig-not
It does not matter whether he goes or not.
4.5, The Sentence Margin
There are three types of sentence margins.
4,5.1. Vocative
This consists of a marginal clause, type 1 (Section 6.3.1).
(200) /// olo & // mi na gidhe wd vyia ///

friend I ine toward you come

Friend, I am coming to see you.
(201) /// anmi mé // bhu dire iyo ///

wife my you cook what

My wife, what are you cooking?
4.5.2. Nominal Clause

The clause is of type la Simple (Section 6.1.1.) It either
indicates the time or location of the nuclear clause(s), or gives
the theme of the sentence.

(202) /// oga ésou e // gbura nd nyine ///
NomCl (location) VbC1
edge of-ear his blood ine appear

On the tip of his ear, blood was appearing.
(203) /// inya Mm@ ny // ka &dvu si té me obhd ///
NomC1 (time) VbCl1
today the very seq ome will reach me hand
This very day, I will get one.

(204) /// imoid Gtdmi esdd 4no nd  // ddhyoml égud |
NomCl (theme) VbCl1
frievds head three this the food their they
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dh} fidho ///
eat unite

These three friends, they eat their food together.
(205) /// ewai nd& ng // inyd ka adh&@ na a

NomC1 {theme) NomCl (predicative)
pond the very today seq day that they
sl wii ewai na ///

will batl pond the
This very pond, today is the day that they will bail

it.

(206) /// kaa édat // Gkpori &agba nwdné za n'
NomC1 (theme) VbC1
old people hair of-cheek flow stay on
otd /77
ground

The old men, their beards flowed to the ground.
4.5.3. Contrast

The margin consists of either bibind or dzaminu, which are
probably fused forms. They indicate that the following sentence
is in direct contrast to what has preceded.

(207) (na tol  Odia kpe 6dia) /// biblind // ka wiru
do-not take evil pay evil instead do
3vié kye eddl é&gba wd /17
good give man enemy your

(Do not return evil for evil.) Instead, do good to your

enemy.
(208) (ukwo nd dhemu vya) /// dzamiru // ka &
farm the big 18 however it
gbori mo uklnd 11/

not-difficult farming
(The farm is big.) However, it is not hard to farm.

4.6. Question Sentences

A question sentence is any simple or complex sentence com-
posed only of declarative clauses with one or both of the following

demarcative features: (a) a question terminal, (b) question into-
nation.



THE SENTENCE 57

(a) Question Terminals

-

a occurs in general questions. It usually occurs sentence
finally, but for emphasis it may occur finally in every clause in
the sentence (example 211).

sami occurs in alternative questions. It occurs finally in
the first clause. If there is only one clause, it indicates a
negative alternative (i.e., or not) (example 212).

e occurs sentence finally and indicates doubt or disbelief.
The vowel harmonises with the quality of the final vowel of the
sentence (examples 214-216).

(b) Question Intonation

Starting with the clause that is semantically a question,
the pitch of the remainder of the sentence is raised, and the
final tone, if high, falls to low. This is shown in the examples
by an arrow + (examples 217-219).

(209) /// bhu nd syidne 3 ///
you 1ine hear qu

Are you listening?

(210) /// mi wo ki wo // ga bhd ka dnya me
I not-say give you sp you 8eq horse my
a ///
qu
Didn't I tell you that you are my horse?

(211) /// mi wo kye bha a // ddumundbhuagu ka
I not-say give you qu wolf seq
anya me a // na bhd tou avuramu tou kyé
horse my qu that you take woman take give
a ///
qu

Didn't I tell you that the wolf to whom you gave the
woman is my horse?

(212) /// olo ] na nma 1 yia sdmu ///
friend her the ine again come qu
Is her friend coming again or not?

(213) /// o téu kpai  &namt  sami // o  téu
he will-take feed animals qu he will-take
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(214)

(215)

(216)

(217)

(218)

(219)

CHAPTER 4

11/

11/

/77

/7

/17

11/

kpal 4&feni a ///

feed birds qu

Will he use it to feed the animals or the birds?
The final a is optional in alternative questions.
ga bhu fye mé e ///

sp you exceed me qu

(He said) you thought you had beaten me, did you?
(you haven't!)

16 na & za enid a tou edei bhijle
lie that it <8 thus they take man tell
bhilé e ///

tell

Can it be that such a lie as this has been told about
someone?

The object of the clause is frontshifted (Section 5.4.3).
ka bhi wel // ga bhu gidhe onl ént ta
seq you say sp you toward mother our go
n'ikwd Ukwd e ///

at farm farm qu

You said that you used to go to meet our mother at the
farm, did you?

edei nd bhine omini eT // ga * bhy
man  the ask daughter his 8p you
dhgmd 17/

will-marry
The man asked his daughter, "Will you marry (him)?"

The question sentence (underlined) is rankshifted and
forms)part of a report sentence, type 6a (Section
4.4.6).

bht ta ni aki@ // 4 bhy téu ghd ///
you go cpl town you will-take tell

If you go to the town, will you tell (anyone)?

4+ bhu moni eV ///

Did you see him?
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4,7. Rankshifted Sentences

Sentences whose structure js more complex than that already
described have as one or more of their elements rankshifted sen-
tences which function as single clauses. There is no change in
the structure of the sentence when it is rankshifted in this way.
Sentences of all types may be rankshifted and function as clauses
in any of the coordinative and subordinate sentence types. A sen-
tence with a margin of type 2 (Nominal clause) may be rankshifted
and function as any element in any sentence type (example 224).
But a sentence with a margin of type 1 (Vocative) or type 3
(Contrast) functions only as the final element of type 6 (Report).
In the examples which follow, the rankshifted sentence (abbre-
viated 'rs sentence') is underlined, and the analysis of the whole
sentence is given after the free translation.

(220) /// o za tyu // ka  ekpukpe yI T te 1/

it stay till seq hawk come to reach
ka & tou owutumu na kye 1 // ga )
seq he take rat the give him that he
tou ei ta ///

should-take him go

When after some time the hawk arrived, he gave him the
rat to take there.

Analysis: rs sentence type 11 as final element of

type 5.
(221) /// bhu duu ta ni // m 3 moni  wo
you go-out go epl so-that they 8ee you

ni // ka bhi deil ni orou ibe ///
epl seq you fall cpl law 7

If you go out and they see you, you have broken the ibe
law (an old tribal law).

Analysis: rs sentence type 10c as initial element of

type 5fF.
(222) /// mi moni me // ga 6 gbe Sfliromti  //
I not-able agree that he should- empty
: go-home
na é bidha ominl mé& ///

that he not-marry child my

I cannot agree that he should go home without marrying
my daughter.
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(223) 77/

(224) /77

(225) 771/

(226) ///

Analysis: rs sentence type 10c as final element of

type 6b.
3 dhi dhe ni // ka & pa // o nd
he eat finish cpl seq he start he 1inc
gbe /17

go-home
Whenever he had eaten, he would set off for home.

Analysis: re sentence type 7 as final element of type

5d.
1 dhyani nj ipwa nd // ka akTé inTi nd //
they enter ocpl room the seq town four the
a ny inumi // & dhei 3dhd&T bd
one not-hit thing one not-sound noise big
a dhy /77

D — . e

also never

When they had gone into the ipwa room, nothing was
beaten, and no big noise was made throughout the four
villages.

Analysis: rs sentence type 4 with sentence margin as
final element in type 5d.

ka o te udhé // opilopo ta nd te //
seq it reach tomorrow pig go to reach

ka alibd vye // ga atye T wu nd ///
seq tortoise cry sp brother his die cpl

When the next day came and pig arrived, tortoise cried
that his brother had died.

Analysis: rs sentence type 6 as final element in type
5a.

mi oyl i te // ka m]l tou eseni na nyoni
I come to reach seq I take fish the put
n'dki  diré tyu // mi diré pddhe // ka mi

in pot cook till I cook finish seq I

né ko asu mé n' omu el ///

go-to call father my in house his
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When I arrived, I put the fish in a pot and cooked it
until, when I had finished cooking it, I went to call
father in his house.

Analysis: two rs sentences type 5a as initial and
final element of type 1.

amd na bidha tyu // ka & sylene //
a b
child the walk till seq he hear
na obhuendti nd kpo // ka & bhine Y ///
c d
that lion ine roar geq he ask it

When the child walked on, he heard a lion roaring, and
he enquired from the box (what to do).

o

Analysis: a b c
| O |
rs Sen:10b

rs Sen:5a
| -

Sentence: |
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The clause is one phrase, or a group of phrases, which are
syntactically related. It is delimited on phonological criteria:
It is bounded by potential pause; no elision occurs across clause
boundaries, however short the pause.

5.1. Function of the Clause

The primary function of the clause is as an element of the
sentence. Clauses are classed as independent or dependent accord-
ing to whether or not they can occur as a single, i.e., complete
sentence. An independent clause may occur as a complete sentence
or as one element of a complex sentence. A dependent clause func-
tions only as one element of a complex sentence.

Dependent clauses are marked by a clause introducer, or by
a special introductory clause with a fixed structure and/or by a
terminal (Section 4.4.). Independent clauses are distinguished by
the absence of such markers.

Some clauses also have a secondary function as rankshifted
units at phrase rank, where they may function as a complete nomi-
nal phrase (Section 8.2.7) or as an attributive element to the
head of the nominal phrase (Section 8.2.1.2). In a very few cases,
a clause functions at word rank as a noun of type 6 (Section
10.2.2). ' Only clauses of the verbal declarative type (Section 5.4)
have this secondary function as a rankshifted unit.

The interrelation between independent and dependent clause
classes and between the different clause types will be described
under each clause type (Sections 5.2, 6.0, 6.3);

5.2. Basic Structure of the Clause

Clauses are described according to their elements which are
phrases, and their syntagmatic features, both relational and demar-
cative. The demarcative features have the following forms: par-
ticles, intonation patterns, reduplication of certain elements, or
tone patterns of the verbal phrase. Since there are no verb tone
classes, the different tone patterns marking tense, etc. remain
constant in every clause.

The demarcative features are analysed as part of the clause
structure and not of the phrase structure, since they may be spread
over more than one element in the clause or over the whole clause,
and since they cause different types of juncture between the ele-
ments of the clause.!

'An alternative analysis would be to regard the juncture features
and the tone pattern of the verbal phrase as together constituting
the 'tune' of the clause. Each clause would then bear one of a set
number of 'tunes'. For a development of this analysis, see Studies
in Nigerian Languages No. 4, pp. 20-22.
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The demarcative features are arranged in mutually exclusive,
i.e., closed sets. Each set is assigned a label in accordance with
the category that the features mark, e.g., tense, mood, etc.

Clauses do not have any special features marking person and
number, with the exception of imperative clauses as described
below. Number is marked either by the noun egwe, people, plurality
preceding the noun in question, or in a few cases by a prefix to
the noun (Section 10.2.2), or by the pronoun and demonstrative
classes which have a singular/plural system (Section 10.3, 10.5).
Where the number is not marked, reference to one or to more than
one is clear from the context. At clause rank, number is shown by
the head of the nominal phrase subject, except in imperative
clauses, where it is shown by the presence or absence of the nomi-
nal phrase subject (Section 5.5).

The category of person is marked by the pronoun class, which
has a three-term system (Section 10.2). As has already been noted,
the person of the pronoun used distinguishes different types of
speech quotation (Section 3.3).

On the basis of differences in internal structure, three main
types of clause are distinguished: verbal, nominal, and marginal.
Within each main type, further subtypes are set up as follows:

verbal : declarative, imperative, interrogative
nominal : declarative, interrogative
marginal . vocative, exclamatory

The verbal clause will be described in this chapter and the nominal
and marginal clauses in Chapter 6.

The verbal clause may be independent or dependent. When it
is independent it functions as a simple sentence or as any element
of a complex sentence, types 1-8. When it is dependent, it func-
tions only as the final element of a complex sentence, types 9-18.

The verbal clause may be simple or compound in structure.
When compound, it is termed a clause string. The simple clause is
described in Sections 5.3-5.8 and the clause string in Section 5.9.

5.3. The Verbal Clause

The verbal clause is composed of nominal, verbal, and adver-
bial phrases (abbreviated NP, VP, AP, respectively, in the singular
and NP's, etc. in the plural). The NP preceding the VP functions
as subject. The one or two NP's following the VP function as object.
(The NP functioning as subject is abbreviated NPs and the NP func-
tioning as object NPo.) Up to two AP's occur clause finally. It is
useful to distinguish between nuclear and peripheral elements, since
the difference between the types of verbal clause concerns mainly
the nuclear elements. The NPs and the following VP form the nucleus
of the clause except in one case, viz. when the clause is imperative
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and the subject is singular there is no NPs (Section 5.5). The
other phrases in the clause are all optional peripheral elements.
The number of NPo's that occur js determined by the class of verbs
functioning as head of the VP (Section 10.1.1.1). Where there
are two NPo's, the first frequently, but not invariably, corre-
sponds to the English indirect object (examples 243, 247, 271).

The theoretical maximum structure of the clause may be dia-
grammed as follows:

+NPs +VP NP x 2 AP x 2
nucleus periphery

No example of the maximum expansion of the clause occurs in
the corpus. Examples of different expansions of the clause are
given in the following sections, and their structure is summarized
in the chart below.

NPs VP NPo'! NPo? Ap! AP2 Example
+ 272
+ + 268
+ + + 271
+ + 270
" N 228
+ + + 238
+ + + + 236
+ + + 247
+ + + 229
+ + + + 244
+ + + + 263

Verbal clauses are divided into three types on the basis of
differences in internal structure: declarative, imperative, and
interrogative. Each clause type has different demarcative features
which are interrelated. The interrelation of the features of
polarity, mood, tense, and primary aspect is diagrammed on the fol-
lowing page. The interrelation between these features and second-
ary aspect is described in Section 5.7.

5.4. The Verbal Clause, type 1 Declarative

The nuclear elements of the declarative clause are a NP func-
tioning as subject followed by a VP. Two subtypes of the declara-
tive clause are distinguished on the basis of the different class
of VP and different demarcative features.
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Interrelation of Clause Features

Clause Type Polarity Mood Tense Primary Aspect
subjunctive -incompletive
-positive——[ rdescriptive-
indicative Lneutral
\\-future neutral
declarative — -focus
-referential-]
Lneutral
-completive
. R Laorist ——
subjunctive
Lnegative “neutral
-positive indicative
imperative —
Lnegative
subjunctive
interrogative ——[ future
indicative-—{
nonfuture

5.4.1. The Verbal Clause, type la

In the declarative clause, type la, the VP is of class A
(Section 7.3.1) and the clause has features which mark polarity and
mood. Positive indicative clauses have features marking tense and
primary aspect. Negative and subjunctive clauses are not marked
for tense and primary aspect.

5.4.1.1. Polarity

The polarity of the clause is shown by contrasting intonation
patterns. In the negative pattern there is a raising of the level
of Tow tones and a Towering of the level of high tones, which
results in what may be termed a change of key. The 'key change'
starts with the VP and continues to the end of the clause.

Positive tune Negative tune
|:c.umo na ta gmb] l:a}mo na ta ng
The child should go home. The child did not go home.

The particle dhu never may occur following the VP or clause
finally in addition to the negative intonation pattern. The vowel
of the particle harmonises with the vowel quality (Section 2.2.1)
of the preceding word. (See example 230.)
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5.4.1.2. Mood

Tone patterns of the VP mark the mood of the clause. (In
the examples which follow, the verb root is underlined, and the
structure is given of those clauses which are included in the chart
on page 66.)

The negative indicative is marked by the following tone
pattern:

verb root 3 syllables 2 syllables 1 syllable
tone pattern HHH HH H
(228) // mf / ta //
NPs VP
I not-go
I'm not going.
(229) // iviramd 4kig éni / mise / n' 4si
NPs VP AP
women of-town our not-sleep on night
adhia //
of-that-day
The women of our town did not sleep the night before
that day.
(230) /7 & / ko / &nia dhu  //
one not-call thus never

It is never said like that.

The future particle si may occur at the beginning of the VP
with the negative indicative tone pattern, though this is rare.
The particle denotes indefinite future. It is not set up as a tense
system, since in the positive, tense is marked by tone. Also the
negative indicative tone pattern alone occurs when the reference is
to definite future action (example 233).

(231) // ogbei na & bhue n'dzhi / & / si
mangoes rel they keep 1in bush they will
do a //

not-steal qu

The mangoes which are kept in the bush, will they not
likely be stolen?
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(232) // mi / si moni ta / okpolami / ‘n'udh& nddhl //
I will not-able go meeting on tomorrow

I don't think I will be able to go to the meeting
tomorrow.

(233) // mf / moni ta / okpolami / n'udhd nddhd //
I will not be able to go to the meeting tomorrow.

The negative subjunctive is marked by the negative particle
na occurrring initially in the VP and by the tone pattern below.
The particle has two allomorphs: nd following the 3rd person sin-
gular pronoun in the NPs; nd elsewhere. The vowel of no harmonises
with the quality of the vowel of the verb root (Section 2.2.1).

The tone pattern is as follows:

verb root 3 syllables 2 syllables 1 syllable
tone pattern HLL HL L
(238) 7/ & / nd / 14 //

he neg should-not-go
He should not go.

(235) // & / nd bhund //
it neg should-not-break
May it not break!
(236) // a / nd  zyd /0 / enu //
NPs e NPo NPo
one neg should-not-cut him wound

He 1is not to be wounded.

The positive subjunctive is marked by the positive intonation
and the following tone pattern:

verb root 3 syllables 2 syllables 1 syllable
tone pattern HHL HL L
(237) // bhg / 13 //

you should-go
You should go.

(238) // onydnyé / bidha / Ugbuswei 1 //
NPs VP NPo
everyone  should-walk road his

Let everyone go his own way.
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Positive indicative clauses are marked by the positive in-
tonation. They do not have a tone pattern marking mood, since
they are marked for the further categories of tense and primary
aspect.

5.4.1.3. Tense

The only clauses which are marked for tense are positive
indicative clauses. The tense category is a four-term system:
future, aorist, descriptive, referential, marked by a set of four
tone patterns as follows:

Tense Verb Root
3 syllables 2 syllables 1 syllable
(a) Future hHL HL HL.
(b) Aorist HHH HH H
(c) Descriptive LLH LH H
(d) Referential HHL HL HL

~

When the tone patterns are the same for two tenses or moods,
differences in juncture features between the NPs and the VP resolve
the ambiguity (Section 5.8.2).

(a) The future tense is used for action in future time,
except for the immediate future. The future particle s) or 1 occurs
optionally at the beginning of the VP. The vowel of the particle
gagmg?ises with the quality of the vowel of the verb root (Section

(239) // mi / syfensd //
I will~hear
I will hear.

(240) // avuramu na / sl nGu / Srwit //
woman the will shake body
The woman will tremble.

(281) // ativo /' 7- kpé me / osa m¢ //
tortoise will ;;;- me due my
Tortoise will pay me what he owes me.

(b) The aorist tense denotes a single nonfuture punctiliar
action, which may be past or present according to the context. It
is the usual tense for the main actions in a narrative.

(242) // &1ibd / vilese / obho //
tortoisge open hand

Tortoise opened his hand.
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mi / nd kidhe / irityadi / peni //
I got-to remove Richard penny
I went to get a penny from Richard.
) / nyg / n' Gtomu okwei na /
NPs VP AP
he hit at top of palm-tree the
kpoukpou //

AP
tap-tap

He knocked at the top of the palm tree, tap tap.

For use of the aorist tense in complex sentences where it denotes

nonpast action, see sentence types 3,

(c)

or a nonpunctiliar action.
time, according to the context.

tense are:

(1)
(i1)
(i)
(iv)

(245) //

(246) //

5d, and 12.

The descriptive tense denotes either a nonfuture state
The reference may be to past or present
Other uses of the descriptive

In a nonfinal clause of a complex sentence type 5a
(Temporal).

In the final clause of a complex sentence type b5a,
where it is used instead of the aorist tense as an
expression of surprise (examples 248, 249).

For the first main verb of a discourse (Section 3.4.1).

For parenthetical comments or background information
which are not part of the event line of the discourse.

a / ko /1
they eall name
Ukpé // ka mi [/
seq I

/ ogbura // He is called Ogbura.
him
oki

that
/17

/ n'amd gbéri-
in ehild small

za
year stay
konyi
very

In that year I was a very young child.

(247) /// mwmi / dila / esdl / asydl nd / kikwe //
NPs VP NPo NPo AP
I stretch ear fieh the popping
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mi / giri dhe /1!

I turn finish
When I heard the fish making a popping noise, I turned
right back.
(248) /// mp / tdu / enuma / tou kye / 1 // ka
I take money take give him seq
o / tdi si  tivata ///
he take throw away

When I gave him some money, he threw it away.

In the final clause, the VP is compound, and the tone
pattern is manifested over all the verbs (Section

7.4.1).
(249) /// o / d&i / ndtd // ka o / wia /// He fell to
. the ground
he  fall on~-ground seq he die and died.

(d) The referential temnse occurs in a number of different
grammatical environments:

(i) In a nonfinal-clause of a complex sentence type 5a
(Temporal).

(ii) In a clause functioning as a rankshifted unit in a
nominal phrase (Section 8.2.1.2).

(i19) In a clause with an interrogative subject (Section 5.6).
(iv}) 1In a clause with an emphatic subject (Section 5.4.3).
5.4.1.4. Primary Aspect

Certain particles may occur with certain tenses. The par-
ticles are analysed as demarcative features marking different pri-
mary aspects: ni' marks the completive aspect, nd the incompletive
aspect, and ni? the focus aspect. Clauses which have no particle
are analysed as having neutral aspect.

The reasons for analysing the particles as features of the
clause and not as elements of the VP are as follows:

They are relevant at sentence rank, being obligatory in cer-
tain sentence types (i.e., 5, 7, 8, and 12), whereas other attrib-
utive elements of the VP are relevant only at phrase rank.

Other attributive elements of the VP occur with all tenses,
whereas the above particles occur only with certain tenses. As
tense is a feature of the clause, it is more convenient to analyse
the particles as forming part of the interrelated system of clause
features.
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With three of the tenses, there is a two-term system of pri-
mary aspect as follows: aorist: completive / neutral; descrip-
tive: 1incompletive / neutral; referential: focus / neutral. With
the future tense, only the neutral aspect occurs.

(a) The completive aspect is marked by the particle ni,
which occurs following the Tcore' of the VP (see Section 7.2 for
definition of 'core'). The completive aspect denotes that the ac-
tion has been or will be completed before the next action begins.
The particle ni has two allomorphs: nu occurs following the vowel
us ni occurs elsewhere. The allomorphs harmonise with the quality
of the vowel of the verb root (Section 2.2.1).

(250) /// mi / me // ga onisd / wuru ni ///

I agree sp God do epl
I agreed, (saying) God had done it.
(251) /// & / gbdé /// &dh& / bhi nt
one let-go-home day be-black cpl
o /17
in-fact
Let's go home! It has got dark, you know.
(252) /// & / romu // ga onisd / kye nl [/ eV /
she not-know sp God give epl her
amo /17
ehild

She did not know that God had given her a child.

For use of the completive aspect in the complex sentence type 5,
see Section 4.4.5.

(b) The incompletive aspect is marked by the particle rd
occurring initially in the VP. It denotes that the action is hap-
pening at the same time as the previous action {examples 253, 254)
or will start in the immediate future. The particle nd has two
allomorphs: nd occurs following the 3rd person singular pronoun
in the noun NPs; na occurs elsewhere. The vowel of nd harmonises
with the quality of the vowel of the verb root (Section 2.2.1).

(253) /// adhe / 3 bhia /] ka e+ / bhue-enia
day ine be-black seq they then
ko /1 /17
ecall her

It was getting dark, and (so) they then called her.
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(254) /// ota [na | ra ta nal // onyénye / na
time that they ine go the each-one ine
ma / ikpeb? / Tnimd [na o si dga
think heart thing that he will buy
dgal ///
buy

As they were going along, each person was thinking of
what he would buy.

The square brackets indicate a rankshifted verbal
clause which is functioning as part of a NP (Section

8.2.1.2).
(255) /// & / te nt  / udhé // ka mi / nd yta///
it reach cpl  tomorrow seq I ine come

Tomorrow I will come. (lit. when it reaches tomor-
row ...)

For use of the incompletive aspect in complex sentence type 7, see
Section 4.4.7.

(c) The focus aspect is marked by the definitive particle
nt2, which occurs following the 'core' of the VP (See section 7.2
for the definition of 'core'). The particle has the same allo-
morphs as the completive particle. It is distinguished from the
completive particle as it may occur with the future particle and
function in negative clauses, whereas the completive particle does
not occur in either of these environments.

The focus aspect occurs mainly in emphatic clauses (Section
5.4.3) and in interrogative clauses (Section 5.6). It also occurs
in sentence types 8 (Reason), 9 (Unrealised Action), and 12 (kana).

5.4.2. The Verbal Clause, Type 1lb

In the declarative clause type 1lb the VP is of class B
(Section 7.3.2), and the clause has only one demarcative feature.
This is the intonation pattern marking polarity. The clause has
either the positive or the negative intonation (Section 5.4.1.1).

(256) // &seémi / ya / bhdd //

fish are indeed

There is plenty of fish.
(257) // a1ibé /i mo / n' ewai nma //
tortoise again is-not in pond the

Tortoise was no longer in the pond.
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5.4.3. Emphasis in the Declarative Clause

In some declarative clauses, special syntagmatic features
have occurred which give emphasis to one of the phrases. As these
features have occurred only in declarative clauses and not in im-
perative or interrogative!, a system of emphatic / nonemphatic
clauses in general has not been set up. Instead, the features are
analysed as modifications to the basic declarative clause struc-
ture. Only declarative clauses of type la occur with these special
features.

The syntagmatic features differ according to which phrase
in the clause, whether the NPs, VP, or NPo, is made emphatic.

Emphasis on the NPs. A clause with emphasis on the NPs has
the following special characteristics:

(a) The VP is in the referential tense with focus aspect.

(b) Future time is shown by the occurrence of the future
particle i or si initially in the VP (example 259).

(c) Negative clauses have the negative intonation pattern
and the negative particle sa clause initially, preced-
ing the NPs (example 260).

(258) /// eni [/ siséd dhe / ekpau na // mi [/ za

we set  finish hooks the I stay
ni / n'(timd Okd /1
def at tail of-cance

When we set all the hooks, I was the one at the back of
the canoe.

(259) // ki / si Kilo ni  //

he will rule def

He will be the one to rule.
(260) // sa mi / gbei ni //

not I kill def

I was not the one who killed it.

Emphasis on the VP. The VP in a positive clause may be
emphasized in one of two ways:

(a) By the use of the completive instead of the neutral
aspect (example 261).

In imperative and interrogative clauses, emphasis is expressed by
elements (e.g., adverbs) which are analysable in terms of the regu-
lar clause structure.
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(b) By the occurrence of the emphatic particle va either
initjally in the VP or following the incompletive particle, if
present (examples 262, 263).

The VP in a negative clause is emphasized by repeating the
verb following the reinforcer ny clause finally (examples 264,
265). The repetition of the verb is analysed as an element of the
VP margin (Section 7.5).

(261) // & / moni n] / O&gbanamu //
he see cpl fox
He actually saw fox!
(262) // bhd / sY v& deid //
you will emp fall
You will surely fall.

(263) // ant  &libo / nd vd nd gbdi /
NPs VP
wife of-tortoise ine emp hit kill
afe-oduzyl / bhdd /7
NPo AP
fish all-the-same
Tortoise's wife went on beating the fish to death all
the same.
(264) // oko nd /i nij yia //
canoce the . not-come 1indeed come

The canoe did not move at all.

(265) // mi / ma dhi / inumu / nu dhia //
I yet not-eat thing indeed eat

I have not eaten anything at all.

For the addition of the final -a to the verb root
in examples 264, 265 see Section 10.1.1.3.

Emphasis on the NPo. To emphasize the object, the NPo is
frontshifted and precedes the NPs. It may be followed by the
sequential particle ka or by the speech particle ga in speech mater-
ial. for additional emphasis.

(266) // inumu Av0 & /T / moni //
NPo NPs VP
thing one even they not-see

They did not see anything at all.



VERBAL CLAUSE 77

(267) // avuramu nd / ka a /1 gbdia //
NPo NPs VP
woman the seq they will kill

It is the woman that they will kill.
5.5. The Verbal Clause, Type 2 Imperative

When the subject person is singular, the clause has only one
nuclear element. This is a VP of class a (Section 7.3.1). When
the subject person is plural, the VP is preceded by a NP func-
tioning as subject and consisting of the pronoun bha.

The positive imperative clause has three demarcative fea-
tures, two obligatory and one optional. The obligatory features
are the positive intonation (Section 5.4.1.1) and a tone pattern
which is the same as for the descriptive tense:

verb root 3 syllables 2 syllables 1 syllable
tone pattern LLH LH H

When the pronoun bha occurs as subject, there is ambiguity between
the positive imperative and the descriptive tense. This ambiguity
is resolved by the context (example 269).

The optional demarcative feature is the exclamation gwa
right!, come on! which may occur initially in positive clauses
(examples 272 and also 126).

(268) // vildse / &bho //
VP NPo
open hand

Open your hand.

(269) // bha / kpd me / &dhya m& //
pl pay me yams my
Pay (pl.) me for my yams.

The same clause in a different context could mean

You pay me for my yams (i.e., but others do not).

For the reasons for analysing me as part of the VP, see
Section 11.3.

(270) 7/ za / danyl //
VP AP
stay quiet

Be gquiet.
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(271) // nydni / e7 / égbilami //
-_;;- NPo NPo
put him lock
Lock (your leg) around his. (a wrestling expression)
(272) // gwa tou  //
VP o
come-on take

Come on, take it.

The negative imperative has three demarcative features, all
obligatory: the negative particle n3a occurring initially in the
VP, the negative intonation (Section 5.4.1.1),and the negative sub-
Junctive tone pattern. The negative subjunctive tone pattern has
the following features:

verb root 3 syllables 2 syllables 1 syllable
tone pattern hHL HL HL

When the pronoun bha occurs as subject, there is no distinc-
tion between the negative imperative and the negative subjunctive.
The ambiguity is resolved by the context (example 274).

(273) // na wira //
neg do

Don't do it.

(274) // bhd / nd3  bhine / &libd /!
you neg ask tortoise
Do not (pl.) ask tortoise.

The same clause in another context could mean, you should
not ask tortoise.

5.6. The Verbal Clause, Type 3 Interrogative

The structure of the interrogative clause is the same as that
of the declarative clause (Section 5.4), except that either one of
the NP's is of type 4 (interrogative, Section 8.2.4) or one of the
AP's is of type 1lb (interrogative, Section 9.2.1).

The interrogative clause is marked by a number of different
demarcative features, most of which are obligatory but one of which
is optional. Of the obligatory features, one is obligatory to all
clauses, i.e., the pitch of the final syllable of a clause, if low,
is slightly raised. The other obligatory features mark mood and
tense, and will be described later. There are no features marking
polarity, since only clauses which are semantically positive occur.
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As has already been described, question sentences which are differ-
entiated from interrogative clauses may be either positive or nega-
tive (Section 4.6).

The one optional demarcative feature is the question particle
a4, which occurs sentence finally. The analysis of the question
particle as a feature of the clause, even though its occurrence is
finally in the sentence, admittedly means that at times the demar-
cative feature of the unit is not adjacent to or within the unit
itself. However, this presents only a practical and not a theoret-
ical problem. The alternative analysis would be to set up inter-
rogative sentences in contrast to declarative sentences. This
would lead to a Tot of reduplication of description, since the
relationships between clauses in the two types of complex sentences
are to a very large extent parallel.

There are differences in structure and in obligatory demar-
cative features according to which phrase is interrogative, so on
this basis two subtypes are distinguished.

5.6.1. The Verbal Clause, Type 3a Interrogative NPs

The VP is of class A (Section 7.3.1) and has the referential
tense tone pattern:

verb root 3 syllables 2 syllables 1 syllable
tone pattern HHL HL HL

The clause is further marked according to tense. The tense
category here has two terms: nonfuture is unmarked, and future is
marked by the future particle si.

The definitive particle ni occurs following the 'core' of the
VP (see Section 7.2 for the definition of 'core'g.

(275) // ®yé / bhuene ni  / akie na //
who have def town the
Who owns the town?
(276) /7 iyé6 / si nyine ni / &nd //
what witll cause def this
How will this happen?
(277) 7/ ®y6 / za Nt/ edd [na 6 yil] //
who stay def man who he not-come

Who did not come? (lit. Who is the man who did not
come?)

The rankshifted clause (enclosed in brackets) functioning
as an element of the NP is marked for negative, not the
main VP of the clause.
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(278) /// iyé / wuru nu  // na bhi. / gba n1 & ///
what do def that you tell opl qu
What happened to make you tell?

The interrogative clause is the first element of a
complex sentence type 10c.

5.6.2. The Verbal Clause, Type 3b Interrogative NPo or AP

The VP may be of class A or B. When the VP is of class A,
the clause is marked for mood. The subjunctive clause is marked
by the subjunctive tone pattern. The indicative clause does not
have a tone pattern marking mood, since it is marked for the fur-
ther category of tense. The tense category has two terms: non-
future is marked by the descriptive tense tone pattern; future is

marked by the future tense tone pattern and the optional occurrence
of the future particle 7 or si.

Nonfuture is abbreviated 'nfut' in the following examples:

(279) // mi / dhuu / &ho & //
VP:A subj
I should-go where qu

Where should I go?
(280) // bhy / ki me / finlmd / n'dtd vo //

VP:A nfut
you gitve me thing at time what
When did you give me anything?
(281) // a / dhT / okigé fnwél / n'adhe a //
VP:A nfut
one eat time how many in day qu
How many times a day does one eat?
(282) // bhy / 13 pa / o 3 //
VP:A fut
you will choose which qu

Which will you choose?
(283) // & / vya / n'ddho //
VP:B
he i8 at where

Where is he?
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5.7. Secondary Aspect

One or more phrases in a clause may be reduplicated. This
reduplication has been analysed as a demarcative feature marking
secondary aspect. Three different aspects are distinguished
according to which phrases are reduplicated: habitual / intensive,
repetitive, and distributive. Clauses without any reduplication
are analysed as having the fourth aspect: neutral.

The category of secondary aspect is distinguished from that
of primary aspect, as it may occur together with each of the pri-
mary aspects: with the incompletive ?examp]es 284, 299; with the
focus (example 287); with the completive (example 286); with the
neutral (examples 288, 289).

There are restrictions on which clauses may have the dif- -
ferent aspects as shown in the table below.

Clause Type Habitual/ Repetitive Distributive Neutral

Intensive
Declarative + + + +
Imperative - + - +
Interrogative + - + +

Habitual / Intensive Aspect. The final phrase of the clause
is repeated. The context determines whether the meaning is habit-
ual or intensive.

(284) // obhd Tnlmi na egwé ekwesu na wira wira...
VP VP
hand of-thing that people heathen ine do do

customs that the heathen used to practice ...

(285) // o no sylT ta &gilé &nwimi idhTana a na
it ine move go time of-evening how they 1ine
gbe n' Gkwo nd lkwo na //

AP AP

go-home from farm the farm the

It was getting on towards evening time when people used
to go home from the farm.

A Note that the preposition in the AP is not repeated.
(286) /// amo nd  ta ni Ukwd Tkwd // o si kpéma ///
NPo NPo
ehild the go cpl farm farm he will fall-sick
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If the child keeps going to the farm, he will get

sick.
(287) // adogbd &dad syjna nT  adhu su N su
VP VP
wreath of-name pass def eye float def float
nu_ //
def

It was Odau's wreath that used to float down first.
This is a verbal clause string (Section 5.9).
(288) // o ti &dhd dnd  //
NPo NPo
he go where uwhere

Where does he usually go?

(289) // & za ni // na ¢ s]  méni sise dhd
it stay epl that he will be-able put finish
enuma nd enuma na //
NPo NPo

money the money the
If he can really put down all the money...

Repetitive aspect. Either the VP alone or the VP and NPo
(and AP if present) are repeated.

(290) /7 & wa_  wa ugyo na //
VP VP
he Llook 1look stone the

He looked and looked for the stone.

(291) // i wai éwai na wai éwai ma //
VP NPo VP NPo
they bail pond the batl pond the
They went on bailing and bailing out the pond.

(292) // a i dyii égwé imd n' Obhd dyif égwe
VP NPo AP VP NPo
they so tie pl children in hand tie pl
imd n' ébhd //

AP
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ehildren in hand
So they kept on giving the children gifts.
'To tie somebody's hand' is an idiom meaning 'to give

a gift'.
(293) /// opilopo ¥1 f te nt .// ka & moni
VP
ptg come to reach cpl seq he not-see
moni el ///
VP

not-see him
When pig came, he would not see him at all.

Distributive aspect. The NPs, unless the head of it is the
distributive noun onyényé! each person, and the final phrase of the
clause are repeated. The VP is also repeated if the NPo has a pro-
noun head (example 294).

(294) // ogws ogwe  za ta &tyl na 8 dhyomu bh3
NPs NPs VP NPo
group group s8tay go place that it please them
dhyomu bha //
vp NPo
please them
Each group went to the place they liked.
(295) // onyényé né duu dhe Amini  am
NPs NPo NPo

each-person go-to go-out finish water water

Everybody went to take a good bath.
(296) // onyényé pa dhou utwd utwo //
NPs NPo NPo
each-person 1lift take basket basket

Each person picked up a basket.
(297) // onyénye du  iyo iyo //
NPs NPo NPo

lonyényd is not the regular reduplicated form of onye, which would
be *onyonye.
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(298)

//
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(299) ///

each-person buy what what
What did each one buy?

In complex sentence type 7 (Immediate Action), the re-
duplication is spread over both clauses.

onyényé pa // o nd dhyani dhyana ///

each-person start he inc enter enter
Everybody began to go to bed.
For change in the form of the verb see Section 10.1.1.3.

akié akid kou dhe /7 i na kpori ivié
NPs  NPs

town town steer finish they 1ine sing song
ge  ge  //

VP VP

go-home go-home

Each town got their boat into place and went home
singing.

5.8. Relationships between Elements of the Verbal Clause

5.8.1.

Vowel Harmony

There is vowel harmony between the NP and the VP in the fol-
lowing circumstances:

(a) When the head of the NPs is a monosyllabic pronoun, the
vowel of the pronouns has one of two forms, either a closer or a
more open quality (Section 2.2.1) harmonising with the vowel qual-
ity of the following verb:

mi me I agree.

mi’ moni me I cannot agree.

bhii yi You came.

bhu dhj You ate.

& dire eseni She cooked a fish.

S dy akani She bought cloth.

i gbe They go home.

[ bidha They walk.

(b) When the head of the NPo is the 3rd person singular pro-

noun, it has one of two forms, with either a closer or a more open
vowel guality harmonising with the vowel quality of the preceding

verb:
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6 dose | He begged him.
o tou kye | He gave it to him.
6 kori eir He waited for him.
o kali el He rebuked him.

5.8.2. Juncture Features

The juncture between phrases in the clause is marked by tone
on one of the syllables at the boundary. When the juncture in-
volves the VP, there are different types of juncture according to
the type of clause and its polarity, mood and tense. The juncture
not involving the VP (e.g., between NPo and AP) remains constant.

Juncture of NPs and VP. The juncture between the NPs and
the VP is marked in terms of the tone of the final syllable of the
NPs. There are three types of juncture: upstepped high (h), high
(H), and Tow (L).

h juncture: The final tone of the NPs is a h tone.

H Jjuncture: The final tone of the NPs is a H tone.

L juncture: The final tone of the NPs is a L tone when the
NPs ends in a L tone and a HL glide when the
NPs normally ends in a H tone.

Clauses have the following types of juncture:
Clause Type and Features Juncture
Declarative Clause, Type la

Positive indicative aorist L
descriptive H
future H
referential h
Negative indicative h
Positive subjunctive h
Negative subjunctive L
Declarative Clause, Type 1lb
Positive L
Negative h
Imperative Clause
Positive H

Negative
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Interrogative Clause

Subjunctive
Nonfuture H
Future

The hypothesis is here put forward that the tone of a former
pronominal prefix to the verb was transferred to the previous syl-
lable (the final syllable of the NPs) when the prefix was lost.
Some evidence for this hypothesis can be seen from Degema, a
closely related language (Section 1.0), where all verbs still
have the pronominal prefix.

Degema // omo yo / o&-der / esen //
NPs VP NPo

child the he~cook fish

The child cooked fish.
Engenni // amo nd / dire / eseni // (L juncture)
Degema // omo y3 / &-~der / esen //

The child did not cook fish.
Engenni // amo nd / dire / eseni // (h juncture)
Examples of juncture of NPs and VP (using VP me agree):

(a) NPs consisting of noun only: 3libd tortoise (final L tone)
L juncture (LJ) aorist alibd LJ me > alibd me
H juncture (HJ) descriptive 31ibd HJ me > 21ibo me
h juncture (hJ) neg. indic. 31ibd hJ me > &1ibS me
ikpilama snail (final H tone)

L juncture aorist Tkpilama LJ me > Tkpilama me

H juncture descriptive  ikpilama HJ me > Tkpilama me

h juncture neg. indic. ikpilama hd me > Tkpilamd me
(b) NPs consisting of pronoun only: o he

L juncture aorist o me

H juncture descriptive o me

h juncture neg. indic. 6 me

(c) NPs consisting of noun followed by a relative construct:
edé? [na & kari Oko nd] the man who carved the cance
Noun Relative construct

L juncture aorist edel na & kari Oko nd me
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H juncture descriptive edd87 na ¢ kari &ko npa me
h juncture neg. indic. edd7T na & kari Oko nd me

Juncture of VP and NPo. The juncture between the VP and the
NPo is marked in terms of the tone of the initial syllable of the
NPo. There are two types of juncture: high and neutral. A1l ver-
bal clauses have high juncture except the positive imperative and
the descriptive, which have neutral.

High juncture: The initial syllable of the NPo is a H tone
when the NPo starts with a H tone and a HL glide when the NPo nor-
mally starts with a L tone, except in the case of monosyllabic
pronouns when the syllable preceding the pronoun has a H tone.
Nouns gf tone class B in aorist clauses are an exception (Section
10.2.3).

Neutral juncture: The tone of the NPo is unaffected. There-
fore, when the NPo begins with a H tone, the neutral juncture can-
not be distinguished from the high juncture. The mood and tense
of the clause determine the type of juncture.

Examples of juncture of VP and NPo (using VP geni Zlook at):
(a) NPo consisting of noun only: igbo fish met (initial H tone)
H juncture future o gént HJ igbo > o géni [gbo
N juncture pos. imp. géni NJ jgbho > géni igbo
Ukwd farm (initial L tone)

H juncture future o HJ Ukwdé > o géni (kwd

3

. -7

[(a]

M7 Oy O @D’ D\
c 3
= Qr =

N juncture pos. imp.

(b) NPo consisting of pronoun:
H juncture future ol
N juncture pos. imp.

NJ GOkwd > géni  Ukwd
they (disyllabic)
HJ &8gud » o géni &gu

®’ «Q

[(a]
3 3
T4

NJ &gua géni &gud
bhd you pl. (monosyllabic)

Q

H juncture future o géni HJ bha o géni bha
N juncture pos. imp. gdni NJ bha géni bha

The second tone of the verb in the future is H tone before a
fo11o§1ng H or Hi glide (see rule 1, upstep toneme, Section
2.3.1

Juncture of other phrases. The juncture between two NPo's is
neutral, i.e., the tone of both phrases is unaffected.

(300) aswd hoe // kye / 1 [/ aswd // Give him a hoe.
VP NPo NPo
(301) ul® banana // kye / 1 / uld // Give him a banana.
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(302) igbo met // kye / I / igbo // Give him a net.

The juncture between the VP or the NPo with the AP, or be-
tween two AP's differs according to whether or not elision takes
place. Where there is no elision (i.e., with AP types 1 and 3
which have an initial consonant) the juncture is neutral.

(303) syinimi very mueh // ¢ / wvye / syinimi //

VP AP
He cried very much.
(304) bhed really /7% / we [/ bhéd //
VP AP

He really cried.
(305) kpudimi splash // & / dei vai / n' &mini / kpudimd //
AP AP
He fell into the water splash.
(306) wurimd plop // & / dei vai / n'dmini / wlrimd //
AP AP
He fell into the water plop.

When there is elision between the phrases (i.e., with AP type
2 which has an initial vowel) the juncture is high: the initial
syllable of the AP has a H tone when the AP starts with a H tone
and a Hl. glide when the AP normally starts with a L tone.

(307) ogbé a little // O/ vye / Ogbé //
VP AP
He cried a little.
(308) ogbé a little // & / nwene / n' ugbuswdl / dgbé //
AP AP
It split on the path a little.
(309) oftromi empty //.9 / dhi / edhya / &ftiromu //

NPo AP
He ate yam by itself.
(310) obd a Zot // & / dhesyi / obd //
VP AP

It was a long time. (lit. it lasted a lot)
For examples of junctures from text material see Chapter 9.
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5.9. The Verbal Clause String

The verbal clause string consists of two to six clauses which
share the same subject and which have the same function as a single
clause. Each clause has at least one peripheral element (NPo or
AP), apart from the final clause of the string which may but need
not be followed by a peripheral element. A series of verbs not
followed by either a NPo or AP is not analysed as a clause string
but as a compound VP. The reasons for this analysis are given in
Section 7.4.

The clause string is analysed as a single unit rather than
as a sequence of clauses forming a complex sentence for the fol-
lowing reasons:

The string has only one NPs which occurs in the first clause.

The string is marked once only for polarity, mood, tense, and
secondary aspect, and the markers occur in the first clause,
whereas in a complex sentence each clause is marked separately.

The verbal clause string has the following special character-
istics in addition to those already described:

(a) A171 clauses in any one string are of the same type.

(b) The maximum number of peripheral elements in any one of
the clauses is two {examples 328, 329).

(c) Where the string is in either the neutral, the comple-
tive, or the focus primary aspect, all its clauses are marked
(examples 329, 335, 333). Where the string is in the incompletive
aspect, only the first clause is marked (example 331).

(d) A VP of class B occurs only in the final clause of the
string (example 336).

(e} The preverbals nd go in order to, | come in order to,
and |le in addition, also may occur in the VP of any clause
{examples 337, 338). A1l postverbals may occur in the VP of any
clause {example 328).

(f) The tone of the VP in noninitial clauses varies accord-
ing to whether the VP occurs in the middle of the clause string
or as the final element.

Clause String Medially String Finally
Syllables 3 2 1 3 2 1
Descriptive HHH HH H HHH HH H
Pos. Imperative
Pos. Subjunctive HHH HH H LLL LL L

Neg. Indicative
A11 other clauses HHH HH H HHL HL HL
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The following frame is used in the examples below:

/1l o / tou [/ inya dire / n'eki //
NPs VP NPo VP AP
she take rice cook at market

This string comprises two clauses, the boundary of the first
clause being indicated by the vertical line.

String medially

(311) descriptive o t3u inya dire n' &ki She cooks rice

HH at the market.
(312) pos. imperative tdu inya dire n'dki Cook rice at
HH the market.
(313) future o téu inya dire n'ékl She will cook
HH at the market.
String finally
(314) descriptive o tdu inya dire She cooks rice.
HH
(315) pos. imperative tdu inyd dird Cook rice.
LL
(316) future o téu inya diré She will cook
HL rice.

(g) There are different junctures between clauses in a
string depending on whether the preverbal nd or 7 occurs in the
following clause or not.

Juncture of two clauses without the preverbal ni or i. The
juncture is marked by a h tone on the final syllable of the first
clause. In the following examples the end of the first clause is
shown by a vertical line.

(317) igbo (HH) mT do ighd | dhemesé I wove the net bigger.
I weave net enlarge

(318) ki (LH) mi dy Oki | diré I bought fish and
I  buy fish cook cooked it.

For juncture involving nouns of tone class B (LL) see 10.2.3.

When a h tone occurs preceding the juncture, the final syl-
lable of the first clause is H and is not upstepped because of the
phonological rule that two h tones do not occur in sequence (Sec-
tion 2.3.1). (In the following example, the initial tone of ak3
is automatically upstepped before the L tone.)
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(319) aka (HL) mi to aka | dhi dhd I roasted the
I roast corn eat finish :i;n and ate it

Juncture of two clauses with the preverbal nd or {. The
Juncture is marked by a H tone on the final syllable of the first
clause, unless the final syllable has a h tone, in which case the
tone remains h.

(320) azyi (LL) o ta azyl | nd sa gbei &nami He goes
he go bush  to shoot kill animal C° PuSh
to hunt.

(321) igu (HH) o ta fgu | né sa gbei 4namli He goes to the
hill to hunt.

(322) eda (HL) o ta éda | na sa gbei &nami He goes to the
river to hunt.

(323) ukwé (LHL) o ta Ukwé | na sa gbel 4ndml He goes to the
farm to hunt.

For the reason for the change from a final tone glide to a
single tone in ukwo, see Section 2.3.1, tone glides.

The H tone of na is not upstepped in the last two examples
because of the phonological rule that following a h tone a H tone
is not upstepped until a L tone has interposed.

A clause string is normally one phonological clause, but if
the string is long and there is a pause between clauses, each is
a separate phonological clause. In this case the juncture is
neutral (i.e., the final tone of the tlause is unaffected.) Com-
pare the final tone of each clause in example 339.

(h) The maximum number of clauses which have occurred in a
clause string is six (example 339). The usual number is two to
four. Imperative clause strings are rare (examples 340-342). A
series of commands normally occurs as a complex sentence type 3 if
positive and type 4 if negative (Sections 4.4.3 and 4.4.4). Impera-
tive and interrogative clause strings have a maximum of two clauses
in the corpus analysed (examples 340-345).

(i) 1In a clause string, the second and any subsequent g]ause
usually has the same 'notional' subject as the first clause, i.e.,
underlying clauses would have the same NPs. However, where the
first verb in the string is gya urge, goad or vio send, the under-
1ying subject of the second clause is the referent of the NPo in the
first clause.

(324) mv vio i dy eseni I sent him to buy fish.

I send Wim buy fish

(325)

3 gya imo ma  wuru infwura He urged the children
. to work.
he wurge children the do work
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(j) The sequence bhie keep followed by &ni'a thus is in
process of fusing. The construction never occurs as the sole VP
in a clause, and there has been a change in the semantic meaning.
The construction is best translated as then. It is still analysed
as VP plus AP, as the verb is marked for polarity, mood, and tense
in the same way as any initial verb in a clause string. It is
written with a hyphen: bhue-enia.

(326) aorist &dhi na bhue-&nia bhié
tense palm-fruit the then get-soft
Then the palm-fruit got goft.
(327) descriptive &  bhie-8nia dose ddhidhe na ...
tense ghe then beg rich-man the
When she then begged the rich man ...

Examples of verbal clause strings.

(The boundary of nonfinal clauses in the string is shown by
a vertical line and a slight pause between the clauses by a colon.)

Declarative clause strings.

(328) /7 3 /' kpei dhe /%7 omwii: dina dhe /
NPs VP NPo NPo \ VP
they wash finish him body rub  finish

i / eld: tou / awo nyoni dhe /1 //
NPo NPo VP NPo VP NPo
him pomade take shirt put finieh him

They washed his body, rubbed him with pomade, and dressed
him in a shirt.

Note that the postverbal dhe occurs in both initial and
noninitial clauses,

(329) // &nt / swai dhou / oko / n' evuu

NPs VP NPo AP
we carry take eanoe on shoulder
swai lai na dhyani / n'ewu //
VP AP
earry turn to enter in inlet

We carried the canoe on our shoulders and turned to enter
the inlet.
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a / né tou ni / utunu owuo na
NPs VP NPo

they go-to take cpl bunch of-palm the
yi T sue o //

VP
eome to appear cpl
They had gone to get the bunch of palm and had come back.

Note that both classes are marked by ni for the comple-
tive aspect.

avuramu nda / [ pa !/l o / nd tdu /
NPs VP
woman the 8o start she go-to take
ef ta / adhu udhyomu &vu ///
NPo | VP NPo
him gp eye of-Juju one
So the woman set off to take him to see a juju.
The clause string is the final element in a complex sen-
tence type 7 (Immediate Action).
ent / tou / igire na de¥ / del //
NPs VP NPo VP VP
we take crocodile the sell sell

We took the crocodile (meat) and kept selling it.
The string is in the repetitive secondary aspect.
adhogbo &dad / syina nl / adhu su nu /

NPs VP NPo VP
wreath  of-name pags def eye Float def
su o //

VP

float def

It was Odau's wreath that used to float down first.

The string is in the habitual secondary aspect. Both
clauses are marked for the focus aspect.




94
(334)

(335)

(336)

(337)

(338)

//

//

//

//

//

CHAPTER 5

onyényé / du / intmid [na & dhyomu ei
NPs VP NPo
each should-buy thing  that it please him
yal y1 /vy /Y
VP VP
i8 eome come

Each person should buy something he likes and come.

The string is in the distributive secondary aspect. The
NPo contains a rankshifted clause string functioning as
a relative construct (Section 8.2.1.2).

onu el / dhuu nu / Ukwo / i nt//
NPs VP NPo VP
mother her follow epl farm come cpl

Her mother has come from the farm.

oko nd  / fyé ni / bha ya //
NPs VP NPo VP:B
canoe the exceed cpl them ig

The canoe is too big for them.
The final VP is of class B.

1 /  kou dhe / oko nd bhari / n'
NPs VP NPo VP

they steer finish ecanoe to land on
ébhumu: duu dhe / amint //

AP VP NPo

sand-bank go-out finish water

They steered the canoe and landed on the sand bank and
had a good bath:

Note that the preverbal n3d occurs initially in the second
clause of the string.

3 / bidha dhyani nl / n'unwoni aki kpina
NPs VP AP

he walk enter cpl in mouth of-pot tread
kime dhe le yi i duu nu / n'otd

VP AP

eircle finish again come to go epl on ground
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It walked onto the rim of the pot, trod right round,
and came again to the ground.

-

Note that the preverbals le and [ occur in a noninitial

VP,
(339) // & / ¥ bhue-enia kunu / amo na nyoni
NPs VP AP \ VP NPo VP
he so then held child the put
n'uvomu  omi: ‘ tou / ugyo tou flri bhue /
AP VP NPo VP
in inside house take stone take press keep
amo na: tou / ede fari el padhe /
NPo VP NPo VP
child the take rope tie close finish
enuswei //
NPo
entrance
Then he took hold of the child and put him inside the
house and put a stone on top of him and took a rope and
tied the door.
Imperative clause strings.
(340) // za / apidhemi z3 //
VP NPo VP
stay seat stay
Remain seated.
(341) // blrédbire / onisd tou ki me //
vP NPo l VP
pray God take giue‘ me
Pray to God for me.
(342) // na téu / okpo inumu tou wuru / edei

VP NPo VP NPo
neg take bad  thing take do person
ebhura wo // '

of-same-age your

Do not do evil to your neighbour. (lit. your contem~-
porary)
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Interrogative clause strings.

(343) // oy8 / za  tou nl / wudhi me | tou dha

VP

NPs VP NPo
who stay take cpl wine my take drink
dhe nl / n'azyi //

AP

finish opl in bush

Who has been taking my wine and drinking it all in the

bush?
(344) // iviramu / méni / iyé wura //
NPs VP NPo VP
women will-be-able what do

What will the women be able to do?

(345) // mi / tou / adhya na
NPs VP NPo VP
I should-take snake the take do

What should I do with the snake?

tou wuru / iyo //

NPo
what
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6.0. The Nominal Clause

The nominal clause may occur as a simple sentence or as the
final clause of a complex sentence type 5 (Temporal) or 6a (Report),
or as the margin of the sentence (Section 4.5).

The nominal clause is composed of one or two nominal phrases
as nuclear elements and an adverbial phrase as the optional periph-
eral element of some types. On the basis of differences in
internal structure, two main types of nominal clause are distin-
guished: type 1, declarative, and type 2, interrogative. Each
type is further divided into subtypes as follows:

declarative : simple, appositional
interrogative : simple, appositional, locative

6.1. The Nominal Clause, Type 1 Declarative

The declarative clause has features which mark polarity.
Positive clauses have the positive intonation. Negative clauses
have the negative intonation and the negative particle sa preceding
the final NP. (See Section 5.4.1.1 for positive and negative into-
nation patterns.) Declarative clauses are divided into two types:
type 1A, simple, and type 1B, appositional.

6.1.1. The Nominal Clause, Type la Simple

This type consists of a single NP of any type except type 4
(interrogative).

(346) /// adhd &vid // & ta...
day  another he go

Another day he went ...
(347) /// Ukwo na // a 1 kunu atddhya ///
farm the they will grow cocoyam
In the farm they will grow cocoyams.
(348) /// omini Adhimu ///
ehild orphan
(He was) an orphan.
(349) /// Jntmi ibirimani ///
thing of-wonder

(It is) a wonderful thing!
(350) /// ota [na & tou ana avi nyoni padhe]l na // -+
time that they take one of-leg put-on finish the

At the time that (or when) the stirrups had been put
on ...
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The NP includes a rankshifted clause functioning as a
relative construct (Section 8.2.1.2), See also
examples 351, 352 below.

(351) /// oké bo [na & kardl ///
eanoe big that he carve
It was a big canoe that he carved.
(352) /// ebhurt [na & kari enial ///
famine  that it be-strong thus
There was a severe famine.
(383) /// sa oki ///
neg he
It's not him.
(354) /// sa anamu  ///
neg animal
It's not an animal.
6.1.2. The Nominal Clause, Type 1b Appositional

This type consists of two NP's in apposition followed option-
ally by one AP. The juncture between the phrases is neutral (i.e.,
there are no tone changes). When the clause is positive, the two
phrases may be Tinked by the sequential particle ka (example 357).
If the clause is part of a complex sentence type 6 (Report), ka
may be replaced by the speech particle ga (example 358?

The two phrases are analysed as one clause and not as two,
since there is frequently elision at the juncture of the phrases,
whereas there is no elision at a clause boundary (Section 5.0).

The two phrases differ from two NP's constituting an extended NP
type 1 (Section 8.3.1) in function, since they are [followed by an AP
or a new clause and not by a VP, and in structure, since the sequen-
tial particle does not occur in an extended NP.

(355) /// &giid oki na / &gilé ibhwd /7% / na
NP NP NPs VP
time  that the time  of-flood they ine
yla ..
come

That time was the flood season. They were approach-
ing...
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(356) /// me / &dhidhd /7/ mi / si kpé ...
NP NP NPs VP
I rich-man I will pay

I am a rich man. I will pay ...
(357) // bhi a / ka edd7 avu n'uvomu esyl [na
NP NP
you too seq man one 1in inside place that
a nd  koni  B8syidbhd 1 //
they ine fight wrestling

You are a person (to be reckoned with) on the wrestling
ground.

The final NP includes a rankshifted clause functioning
as a relative construct (Section 8.2.1.2).

(388) /// 3 / T gbha kye / i // ga avuramu na /
NP
they so tell give him sp woman the
ga ani  3libd /17
NP

sp wife of-tortoise
They told him that the woman was the wife of tortoise.
(359) /// edei na / sa 4kumedel ///
NP NP
person the neg human
The person is not a human being.
6.1.3. Emphasis in the Declarative Clause

The declarative clause may occur with a special synatagmatic
feature which makes the clause emphatic. The feature is the emphat-
ic particle va which occurs before the final NP of the clause.
(This particle may also occur in the verbal declarative clause when
the VP is emphatic, Section 5.4.3.) This feature is analysed as a
modification of the basic clause structure, as it is parallel to the
special emphasising features which may occur in the verbal declara-
tive clause (Section 5.4.3).

(360) // &kori na / va iginl Avu //
maggot the emp kind ome

The maggots are really the same.
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(361) // 1ba adhe nd / va é&nid //
every day the emp thus
Every day was just like that.
(362) // va igini Gkwd dvu nd o //
emp kind of-farm one the indeed
It was still in the same farm, you know.
6.2. The Nominal Clause, Type 2 Interrogative

The interrogative clause has two optional demarcative fea-
tures: the interrogative intonation in which the pitch of the
whole clause is raised (example 363), and the question particle a
which occurs clause finally (example 367). Like the verbal inter-
rogative clause, the nominal interrogative clause has no features
marking polarity. Only clauses which are semantically positive
occur. Three types of interrogative clause are distinguished:
type 2a, simple; type 2b, appositional; type 2c, locative.

6.2.1. The Nominal Clause, Type 2a Simple
This type consists of a single NP of type 4 (interrogative).
(363) /// + Ukwo dyo ///

farm of-whom

Whose farm is it?

(364) /// abhwa // ga 1yo ///
dog sp what
The dog (said), "What?"

The interrogative clause is the final element in a com-
plex sentence type 6a (Report).

6.2.2. The Nominal Clause, Type 2b Appositional

This type consists of two NP's in apposition, of which one is
of type 4 (interrogative). The phrases may be linked by the sequen-
tial particle ka.

(365) /// and / 3Fnami  vo 17/
NP NP:h

this animal which

What animal is this?
(366) /// oy6 / ka eddi [nma bhu si dhimo n' uvomu
NP:4 NP

who seq man who you will marry in inside
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egua utomu esaa nm 1 ///
them head  three the
Who of the three men will you marry?

The NPo includes a rankshifted clause functioning as a
relative construct (Section 8.2.1.2).

(367) /// mr r bhind // 2k& _/ ka _iniwird vo a ///
_ NP NP: 4
I 8o ask that seq work which qu

So I asked, "What job is that?"

The interrogative clause is the final element in a com-
plex sentence type 6a (Report).

6.2.3. The Nominal Clause, Type 2c Locative

This type consists of a NP of type 1. There are two demar-
cative features: the question introducer t&nd where is? which pre-
cedes the NP, and the raised pitch of the final tone of the clause.

(368) /// _t&ng alibd q/// Where is tortoise?

(369) // i_éné ugyo né% 11/ Where is the stone?
(370) /// tend olilo W, Where is a bottle?
B - 7]

6.3. The MErgina] Clause

The marginal clause usually occurs as a simple sentence, or
as the margin of a sentence {Section 4.5). It occasionally occurs
as the final element of a complex sentence type 6a (Report). The
marginal clause is distinguished from the nominal clause as it does
not have any feature marking polarity. There are two types of mar-
ginal clause: type 1 vocative, and type 2 exclamatory.

6.3.1. The Marginal Clause, Type 1 Vocative
This type consists of a NP type 1 followed optionally by the

-

vocative particle & which is analysed as a demarcative feature of
this type.

(371) /77 o1d 8 /// Friend!
(372) /7 adhoghd & /// Elephant!
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(373) //7 ki i ko // ga 2alibd /7
grasscutter go call 8p Eﬂse-‘
So grasscutter called out, "Tortoise!"
(374) /// onyimosyl // ga ani m& ///
The man said, "My wifel"
6.3.2. The Marginal Clause, Type 2 Exclamatory
This type consists of a single element, an exclamation. The
following are the most common:
aye expression of amusement
e: expression of pleasure
ghenyl I thought so!
enyi Yes!
enyidnyi No!
gwa Come on! That's done!
ohony? You wait--something is going to happen.
taa Too bad! Oh dear!

gwa also functions as an optional demarcative feature of the

positive imperative clause (Section 5.5).

(375) /// amamu  // ga taa /// @libo wiruy ivo .

animal sp too-bad tortoise do what

The animal (said), "Too bad! Why has tortoise ...



[blank]
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7.0. Phrase Classes

On the basis of their function in the clause, three classes
of phrase are distinguished: verbal phrase, nominal phrase, and
adverbial phrase. The verbal phrase will be described in this
chapter, the nominal phrase in Chapter 8, and the adverbial phrase
in Chapter 9.

7.1. Function of the Verbal Phrase

The VP functions as a nuclear element of the verbal clause.
There are two classes of VP which have different classes of verb
functioning as the head and which have different functions. The
two classes are: Class A with a class A verb as head and Class B
with a class B verb as head. Class A functions in any verbal
clause. (Class B functions only in declarative clauses and in inter-
rogative clauses with an interrogative NPo or AP. Differences of
structure of the VP parallel the differences in class, so there is
no need to set up different types of VP.

7.2. Structure of the Verbal Phrase

Each class of VP may be either of simple or compound struc-
ture. The simple VP has one verb functioning as head; the com-
pound VP has two or more verbs functioning as head. The head is
optionally preceded by preverbals and is optionally followed by
postverbals and/or one reinforcer. The latter may be separated
from the rest of the phrase by an NPo or AP, thus making the phrase
discontinuous. It is useful to refer to the head and the pre- and
postverbals as the core of the phrase and_the reinforcers as the
margin, since the margin is the same for all classes and types. The
core of the VP is described in 7.3 and 7.4 and the margin in 7.5.

7.3. The Simple Verbal Phrase

This consists of a single verb functioning as head which is
optionally preceded by one or two preverbals (Section 11.1). Class
A preverbals usually occur nearest the head, though le again may
occur following them before the head {example 378). The head is
optionally followed by one or two postverbals (Section 11.2).

7.3.1. The Simple Verbal Phrase, Class A

A class A verb (see Section 10.1.1) functions as head, which
may be preceded and followed by attributive elements as described
above. The VP is underlined in the following examples:

(376) & ma na te esyl  na ...
Pre:B Pre:A VB:A

he yet go-to not reach place which

He had not yet reached the place where....
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(377) a le né dhi é&dhyoml
Pre:B  Pre:A VB:A
they again go-to eat food

They again went to eat food.
(378) 3feni mda né le yila ni n'Gtwd  omi
Pre:A Pre:B Vb:A

hen the go-tc again stand cpl on roof of-house

dvig
another
The hen went and perched again on the roof of another house.
(379) i tol
Pre:A Vb:A
come-to take
Come and get it.
(380) bha né gbd
Pre:A Vb:A
you go-to prevent
Go (pl.) and stop (it).
(381) 3 Jii  dhe me
Vb:A PostVb PostVb
they tie finish me

They all gave me gifts.
(382) o le za dhe idhiana ...
Pre:B  Vb:A PostVb

she again become finish  like

She again became exactly like ...
For further examples see Section 11.2.
7.3.2. The Simple Verbal Phrase, Class B

This consists of one of the two class B verbs: vya Zs and mo
8 not functioning as head, together with a restricted number of
optional attributive elements as described below. For a full de-
scription of the class B verbs see Section 10.1.2. vya e, exiete
may be preceded by one preverbal of class A or B, or followed by
one postverbal.
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(383) &nt nd ya n'omu istkuld
PreVb:A Vb:B
we go-to are 1in house of-school
We had gone to the school building (and were still there).
(384) odei na ma a n'ébhd  &syimd
PreVb:B Vb:B
man  the still is at part of-back
The man is still at the back.
(385) inimi na d ya me n'ikpébi
Vb:B PostVb
thing which <t <8 me in heart
thing which is in my heart

mo is not, does not exist may occur with one preverbal of
class B or one postverbal.

(386) esod ma mo 1
PreVb:B Vb:B
ear yet ig-not him

He could not yet hear (because the speaker was too far away).

(387) aswdl & | mo
PreVb:B Vb:B

life his again is-not

He did not live any longer.
(388) odwd? Oki nd mo wo n' Gvomu  ikpébi

Vb:B  PostVb

fear that the <is-not you in inside of-heart

No fear like that is in your heart.
7.4. The Compound Verbal Phrase

Two to four verbs function as head of the phrase, and these
may be preceded and/or followed by optional attributive elements.
The verbs are analysed as constituting one compound head rather than
as heads of separate VP's in a clause string (Section 5.9) for the
following reasons:

(a) The tone pattern marking polarity, mood, and tense is
manifested over the entire phrase.

(b) The completive and focus aspect particles ni occur fol-
Towing the final verb only (examples 391, 394).
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(¢) The class of the final verb of the head determines the
number of NPo's that can occur, except in the stative compound VP
which is described below.

(d) Preverbals Class B except le again occur only preceding
the initial verb (example 390). Preverbals Class A and le again
occur also before any noninitial verb (examples 338, 394).

(e) Postverbals occur following any verb (examples 395, 396).
7.4.1. The Compound Verbal Phrase, Class A
A11 the verbs functioning as head are class A verbs.

(389) 18 kary syi? find yi
PreVb:B Vb:A Vb:A Vb:A Vb:A
again do-well move climb ocome

Come and move up again really close.

(390) & me nyane  yila_
Prevb:B  Vb:A Vb:A
he yet not-arise stand

He had not yet got up.
(391) 3kpidhd ayd? nwune rii ni amd
Vb:A Vb:A
change pass cpl child

The shrimp had become a child.

(392) i yi ) kpola
Vb:A Pre:A Vb:A
they come to gather
They come and gather.
(393) & Ia na dhyani n'unwoni ki na
Vb:A PreVb:A Vb :A
it ocrawl to enter  in mouth oprof the
It crawled into the mouth of the pot.
(394) o ta né te ni akid
Vb:A PreVb:A Vb:A
he go to reach cpl town

He had reached the town.
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(395) bhu sye dhe sise
Vb:A PostVb Vb:A

you vremove finish put-down

You take it right off (the fire) and put it down.

(396) o 1 kdnu _ me dhid
Vb:A PostVb Vb:A
he will cateh me eat

He will catch me and eat me.

The Stative Compound Verbal Phrase. When the final verb in
the phrase is one of the following: =za remain, fye exceed, bhue
keep, the number of NPo's which may occur is determined by the
class of the verb occurring penultimatély in the phrase (Section
10.1.1.1). In the following examples, intransitive verbs are
marked IntrVb, and transitive verbs are marked TrVb.

(397) &bhuru yi za aki@ im-alibd
TrVb IntrVb
famine come stay town of-those-like-tortoise
Famine had come to tortoise's town.
(398) onu dlibo nd  kpomi  bhie
IntrVb TrVb
mother of-tort. ine be-ill keep

Tortoise's mother kept on getting more ill.

(399) tnomu i numu ei  bhu fye
IntrVb TrVb

knowing of-thing his be-much exceed
He was too clever.
7.4.2. The Compound Verbal Phrase, Class B

The class B verbs ya iz and mo s not may occur with class A
verbs in a compound VP. The class B verbs follow all class A verbs
except kye give (examples 402, 404).

(400) idhTana &ni tou geni nyeni ya n'énd
Vb:A Vb:A Vb:A Vb:B

how we take look 1live are at now

how we are living now



VERBAL PHRASE 111

(401) idhVama © tou gbo ya na
Vb:A Vb:A Vb:B
how he take be-rich <s the
how rich he is
(402) idhiana o va kye ikpolT &gwd
Vb:B Vb:A
how it ‘e give many people

how it is for many people
(403) &6 dhemu mo
Vb:A Vb:B
it be-big is-not
It isn't big.
(404) & gbori mo kye é&n
Vb:A Vb:B Vb:A

it be-hard <s-not give us

~
|

It isn't hard for us.
7.5. The Verbal Phrase Margin

One reinforcer (see Section 11.5) may occur following the
core of the VP. If the VP is followed by a NPo or AP, the rein-
forcer occurs clause finally and the VP is discontinuous. When the
reinforcer occurs following a NPo, it may form part of the NPo or
part of the VP, The analysis is clear from the context. When
the VP is negative and emphatic, the margin consists of the rein-
forcer ny followed by a repetition of the verb (Section 5.4.3,
examples 264, 265).

The reinforcer is analysed as an attributive element of the
VP and not as constituting a separate AP, since it can never be
expanded and since it functions as an attributive element also
of the NP (Section 8.2.1.1). For this latter reason it is also not
analysed as a feature of the whole clause.

(405) bha yi i pa kye eni iviz 1du
Vb Aux Vb Vb NPo NPo rf
you come to raise gtve us song Just

Just come (pl.) and start the song for us.
(406) mi na za swel jgbo bhoo
! ¢ { Q
Vb Vb NPo rf
I ine stay cast net  for-long
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(407)

(408)

(409)

CHAPTER 7
I went on casting the net for ages.
Okd na na va bidha bhood
Vb rf

canoe the ine emp move  for-long

The canoe really went on moving a long way.

&dhedhyori si va ta ny
Vb rf
spider will emp go indeed
Spider will really in fact go.
arisu  wo nd  tyii nwene n'dto na
Vb Vb AP

rice your the not-boil spill on ground the

ny
—
rf

indeed

(if) in fact your rice doesn't boil over onto the ground
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8.0. Function of the Nominal Phrase

The primary function of the NP is as an element of the clause
(a) as subject preceding the VP and as object following the VP in
verbal clauses, and (b) as the sole element or either of two ele-
ments of the nominal clause.

The NP also has a secondary function as a rankshifted unit at
phrase rank (a) as part of the complex head of a simple NP when it
is termed a genitive construct (Section 8.2.1.3), (bg as either of
two elements of an extended NP (Section 8.3), (c) as a complete AP
type 2 (Section 9.2.2), and (d) as an element of AP type 1 (Sec-
tion 9.2.1).

8.1. Structure of the Nominal Phrase

The NP may be either simple or extended. The simple NP has
one element functioning as head. The extended NP consists of two
or more simple NP's functioning as a single phrase (Section 8.3).

8.2. The Simple Nominal Phrase

Simple NP's are divided into seven types according to the
element that functions as head of the phrase.

8.2.1. The Simple NP, Type 1 Noun as Head

This type may have either a simple head, consisting of a sin-
gle noun (abbreviated Nn), or a complex head, consisting of a noun
followed by a genitive construct. The complex head is described
in Section 8.2.1.3.

The head is optionally followed by up to three of the follow-
ing attributive elements in the order given: adjective (Adj);
numeral (Num); possessive (Poss); demonstrative (Dem); modifying
construct; reinforcer {rf). The term 'modifier' is used to cover
all the attributive elements which are not constructs, since these
all have similar juncture features with the head of the phrase.
The modifiers are described first in Section 8.2.1.1 and then the
modifying constructs in Section 8.2.1.2.

8.2.1.1. Modifiers

The order of occurrence of the modifiers is described first,
followed by an account of the vowel harmony, juncture features,
and concord operating within the NP. A1l these are relational
features of the NP type 1.

(a) Order of Occurrence

The order of occurrence of the modifiers in the NP is as
follows:

adjective (Section 11.3)

numeral (Section 10.4)

pronoun functioning as possessive (Section 10.3)
demonstrative (Section 10.5)
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reinforcer (Section 11.5)
Two reinforcers may occur together (examples 411, 415).
(410) & nd ko Gtomu__evd &yd
Nn Num Dem
he go-to call head two other

He went to call the other two people.

(411) olo i nd a dhuu ni ebhd na & za na yl ni
Nn Poss rf rf
friend her the aleso follow epl part that he stay the come cpl

Her friend, too, came from the place where he had been.

(412) amd gbdri 4&vi
Nn  Adj Num
child small one

one small child

(413) ani wd &ka na
Nn Poss Dem rf

wife your that the

that wife of yours

(414) Tipamu esaa wd
Nn Num Poss
pound three your

your three pounds

(415) akpakidhé ol a
Nn rf rf
type-of-gnail only even

even just a nonedible snail

There is one exception to the order given above. Nouns of
class A denoting kinship (Section 10.2.1) are obligatorily pos-
sessed, and the possessive immediately follows the noun:

Compare atye mg vié my dear brother
Nn Poss Adj
with old vie mé my dear friend
Nn Adj Poss
Compare onu me bd my grandmother
Nn Poss Adj (lit. my big mother)
with ukwd bo mé my big farm
Nn Adj Poss

(b) Vowel Harmony

The following modifiers harmonise with the vowel quality of
the preceding word in the NP: demonstrative, singular pronouns
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(a1l monosyllabic) functioning as possessives, and the numeral
avu one. (See Section 2.2.1 for the vowel harmony system.)

Demonstratives

de éna this rope 0dd and this mortar

0dd ayo another rope odd ayd another mortar
Singular Possessives

0dé mé my rope odo mé my mortar

0dé 1 his rope odo 1 his mortar

awd fal wo your new awé dho wd your old shirt
Numeral avu shirt

0do avu one rope odd avi one mortar

&dhya gberi avl one small &dhyd bo avl one big yam

yam

(c) Juncture Features

The juncture between a modifier and the previous word in the
NP, whether this is the head or another modifier, is marked by
tone on one of the syllables at the boundary.

When a modifier begins with a vowel (unless it is a single
vocalic morpheme), the normal rules of elision operate, i.e., the
first vowel at the juncture is elided together with its tone (Sec-
tion 2.4). In addition, there is a high juncture. The initial
tone of the modifier which is normally L is a HL glide. The fol-
Towing modifiers begin with a vowel: numerals, demonstratives,
and disyllabic possessives.

Numerals
avd one Tsyoni five
édhya &vu one yam édhya Tsyonl five yams
jgbho &vi one net lgbo Tsydni  five nets

Disyllabic Possessives

éni our égué their

¢dhya é&ni our yam &dhya égua their yam

igbo ént  our net igbo égud their net
Demonstratives

ano this aka that

&dhya &nd this yam 8dhya aka that yam

Igbho and  this net igbo aka that net

When a modifier begins with a consonant or is a single vo-
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calic morpheme, there is no elision. The juncture with the pre-
vious word is of three types: upstepped high, low, or neutral.
The following modifiers begin with a consonant or consist of a
single vowel: adjectives, monosyllabic possessives, reinforcers.
The type of juncture operating with the adjectives and reinforc-
ers 1is morphologically conditioned and cannot be predicted from
the phonology (Section 11.3.3 and 11.5).

(a) Upstepped High Juncture
The final tone of the first word at the juncture is h tone:

édhyd yam igbo net
Adjectives
8dhyd bd big yam igbd bd big net
édhyd dorami long yam [gbé dorami long net
Monosyllabic Possessives
édhyd mé my yam [gbd md my net
edhyd wo your yam ighd wo your net
edhyd ] his yam jgbd 1 his net
edhyad bha your (pl) yam [gbd bha your (pl) net
Reinforcers
&dhyd nd the yam jghd na the net
édhya o yam indeed ighd o a net indeed

(b) Low Juncture

The final tone of the first word at the juncture, if nor-
mally L, remains L, and if normally H is a HL glide:

Adjective

gdhya gbé a little yam [gbd gbé a few nets
Reinforcer
gdhyd a yam too igbd a a net too

(c) Neutral Juncture

The final tone of the first word at the juncture remains
unchanged.

Adjectives
gdhya vié good yam igbo vié a good net
8dhyd gbérl  small yam igbo gbéri  small net

(d) Concord

The only modifier which concords with the head of the NP is
the demonstrative, since this is the only modifier which has sin-
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gular and plural forms (Section 10.5). There is concord with re-
spect to number between the noun head and the demonstrative when
the noun is marked morphologically for number (i.e., is of type 3,
4a, 5a, or 5d, see Section 10.2.2).
amd 3nod this child imd ina these children

A

okiidmi aka that chief ikiidmi k& those chiefs

Otherwise there is no concord between the noun and the demon-
strative.

udhyomli akd that juju Udhyoml f$ka those jujus
8.2.1.2. Modifying Constructs

A rankshifted AP, clause, or sentence may function as an
attributive element of the NP. This is termed a modifying con-
struct. The construct usually occurs preceding the reinforcer
(i.e., following all the other modifiers), but it may occur fol-
Towing the reinforcer (example 416). There are two types of
modifying construct: (a) relative and (b) Tocative. (In the
following examples, the construct is enclosed in square brackets.)

{a) Relative Construct

A rankshifted verbal clause, type 1 (declarative), or a sen-
tence composed solely of declarative clauses may function as a
relative construct (abbreviated ReiCon). The construct has the
following special characteristics:

It is preceded by the construct marker na (with H tone).

When the action of the verb is punctiliar, the referential
tense occurs, and nat the aorist tense as in nonrankshifted
clauses.

Up to two relative constructs may occur in one NP.

(416) m{ si di ky wo 1inumi[na & dhyomu wol Idu
Nn RelCon rf
I will buy give you thing that it is-sweet to-you any

I will buy you anything you like.

(417) &dhid  bhdd [na m{ nd z3 wa mi tdu avirami ]
Nn rf RelCon
that-day long-ago that I ine stay want I will-take woman

that day long ago when I was wanting to marry a woman

(418) &dhyoml 4nd [na i na " kyé ni &nf bhue ni]
Nn Dem RelCon
food this which mother-in-law his give opl ue keep cpl
[ na bha Utdmi eva tdu dhial na
RelCon

which they head two will-take eat  the
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this food which his mother-~in~law had given them and which
they both were going to eat

(419) avirdmi [na & weld ga Oki ko odhoni el 1nii]
Nn RelCon (rankshifted sentence)
woman  who she say that she not-call husband her name

the woman who says that she will not call the name of
her husband

(b) Locative Construct

One rankshifted AP type la (Section 9.2.1) may function as a
locative construct (abbreviated LocCon). This type of construct
is rare.

(420) arisd [n' Gvombi 8ki esdd] na si rfi
Nn LocCon rf
rice in inside pot three the will pass

The rice in the three pots will pass ...

8.2.1.3. Complex Head

The noun head may be followed by another noun with or without
jts own attributive elements, i.e., by a rankshifted NP. This
rankshifted NP is termed a genitive construct (abbreviated GenCon).
The noun head and the genitive construct function as a single unit,
being followed by the same attributive elements as a single noun.
The noun and the genitive construct are therefore analysed as con-
stituting a complex head.

In the following examples, the complex head is underlined:
(421) anrami &ki® 4no na
n GenCon Dem rf
animal of-town thie the

this domestic animal
(422) 9 moni ani &dd [ra o n z& dhi eédhyabd]
nge"F°" Relgon

NP
he see wife of-name who she ine stay eat casaava

He saw Ade's wife, who was eating cassava.

The genitive construct is marked by an initial h tone. When
the construct normally begins with a h tone, the marker of the
construct is not distinguishable. When the construct normally
begins with a L tone, this is replaced by a hL glide. (In the
first example which follows, the initial tone of omu is automat-
ically upstepped before the L tone.)

(423) omu house 0gd omu side of the house
Nn GenCon
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(424) Ukwd  farm 0g2 (kwd edge of the farm
Nn GenCon

The genitive construct may consist of a head element only,
as in the examples given so far, or of a head followed by one or
two attributive elements. It is frequently not easy to tell wheth-
er an attributive element is attributive to the head of the con-
struct or to the complex head. In some cases, the attributive
element collocates only with one of the two heads and not with
both and thus clarifies the analysis (examples 425-428). In the
majority of cases it is the context alone which determines the
analysis.

(425) 1 pa dhou oko  &bhid avii kye 1
n__Genfon Nym

NP
they lift take canoe of-kola-nut ome give him

They took a canoe of kola nuts and gave it to him.

The semantics preclude the analysis of the numeral as attrib-
utive to the head of the construct, i.e., the canoe of one kola
nut.

The hL glide on the numeral is a juncture feature (Section
8.2.1.1), not a construct marker.

(426) o nd tdu ef ta adhu [udhyomu &vii]

Nn Num
Nn GenCon

NP
he inc take him go face of-juju one

He was taking him to see one juju.

In this context, the numeral does not collocate with adhu
and is therefore analysed as attributive to the head of the
construct.

The initial tone of udhyomu is H not h, since no L tone has
interposed following the previous h tone (Section 2.3.1).
(427) and ka &dhividé  &dhia [na mi vyel ma
Nn GenFon RelFon

NP
this seq lament of-that-day that I ecry the

This is the lament I made on that day.

Since the verb vye cry frequently co-occurs with the noun
edhivie lament, it is preferable to analyse the relative construct
as attributive to the complex head.

rf
|
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(428) 2 ta na wa omu edel ano[na 6 yi O&fai Ofail
Nn Dep Rel?on
Nn GenQon
NP

one go to look-for house of-man thie who he come new new

Let's go and look for the house of the man who very
recently arrived.

The verb yi come does not collocate with omii house;
therefore the relative construct is analysed as attributive to
the head of the construct.

One of the attributive elements of a genitive construct may
itself be a genitive construct, and further degrees of recursion
are possible. The highest number of degrees of recursion which
have occurred in the corpus is two (example 429).

(429) ani o avuramu &kie &syida [na & nyeni za] nd
Nn GenCon RelCon nf

Nn GenCon
L -
NP
wife his woman of-towm of-that-place that she live stay the

His wife was a native of the town where he lived.

The genitive construct usually occurs immediately following
the noun head, preceding all the attributive elements. Two ex-
amples have been found of an adjective occurring between the noun
head and the genitive construct. This happens if the collocation
of the noun and the adjective is very frequent, e.g., in example
430 azyl dhia (1it. bush bad) is the term for cemetery; and in
example 431 akie vuuamu (1it. town being made clear) is the name
of a ceremony at New Year.

-

(430) azy? dhla {sosyl {fsud é&no nd
Nn GenCon
—_—

Nn  Adj GenCon Dem rf
bush bad of-church of-name thie the

this cemetery of the Isua church

(431) akie vuuamu [Okpd Ayd]
Nn Dem

Nn Adj GenCon
town clearing of-year that

the cleansing-the-town ceremony of that year

Co-occurrence of attributive elements in the NP. There are
no syntactic restrictions on the co-occurrence of attributive
elements in the NP, but owing to semantic restrictions, no more
than three different elements co-occur in any one phrase. See
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example 413.
8.2.2. The Simple NP, Type 2 Pronoun as Head

This type consists of a pronoun (abbreviated Pr) functioning
as head. Third singular and all plural pronouns occur both as the
NPs and the NPo. First and second singular pronouns occur only as
the NPs. When they are semantically the object of the verb, they
are analysed as elements of the VP. The reasons for this analysis
are given in Section 11.2. The impersonal pronoun occurs only as
the NPs. For full details of pronouns see Section 10.3.

(432) mj sa _1_ I shot it.
I shoot 1t
(433) 1 bisyl énV They pushed us.

they push us

Certain pronouns may occur with an attributive element as
follows:

Pronoun with relative construct. The following pronouns may
occur with one or two relative constructs.

1st 2nd 3rd
singular me bhd okl
plural &ni bha 8gua
(434) mé [na m{ nd gba égberigba naj
Pr RelCon
I who I 1ine tell story the

I who am telling the story

-~

(435) &m [na &m ya n' 8ndl[ne anT geni ta nj]
Pr RelCon RelCon
we who we are at here who we look go cpl

we who are here and who have looked at it

Pronoun with reinforcer. The same pronouns as listed above
may occur with a reinforcer. Preceding a also, however, the forms
of the first and second person singular are m? and bhi.

(436) mé nd gbei onu mé
r r

I instead should-kill mother my

I instead should kill my mother.

(437) &t 15u sY tA
Pr rf
we only will go

Only we will go.
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(438) bhl_a me

Pr rf
you too agree

You too agreed.
8.2.3. The Simple NP, Type 3 Numeral or Demonstrative as Head

This type consists of a numeral or a demonstrative function-
ing as head which may optionally be followed by a relative or
locative construct, and/or by a reinforcer.

(439) avi I3 ko vya
um  r
one only remain is

Only one is left.

(440) [nd [na m{ dyl nd somu  ya
Dem RelCon rf
these which I buy  the be-good are

These that I bought are good.

(441) avi  [n'uvomu bha]
Num LocCon
one in inside them

one of them
8.2.4. The Simple NP, Type 4 Interrogative as Head

This type has an interrogative (abbreviated Int) or the in-
terrogative modifier (abbreviated IntMod) vo as one of its
elements. The interrogative may function as head (examples 442,
443) or as the genitive construct (example 444). The interroga-
tive modifier functions as an attributive element following the
head (example 445). The interrogative modifier has a low junc-
ture with the preceding noun; i.e., the final tone of the noun,
if normally H, is a HL glide:

&dhya yam igbo net
édhyd vo which yam? igbd vo which net?
(442) bhy t3a &dho
Int

you go where
Where did you go?

(443) 1y wuru nd 3
Int
what do def qu

What has caused 1it?
(444) avirami And ka 3ni  Oyo
. “Nn Tnt as GenCon
woman  this seq wife of-whom
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Whose wife is this woman?
(445) 3nd ka idhii ékomu  vo
Nn~ GenCon IntMod
this seq kind of-affair what

What kind of affair is this?
8.2.5. The Simple NP, Type 5 Gerundive Construct as Head

The sole element of this type is a gerundive construct,
which is formed from a declarative clause. The final verb of
the verbal phrase is a participial form and has the nominalising
suffix -mu (Section 10.2.2). In the examples below, the NP is
underlined.

(446) © 7 na ko égwé bhuramu abhani
he so go-to call people fishing lake

So he went and called (some) fishermen.

(447) Oki ka eddi wuru karésémi  ed&7 ikpebi
he seq man do making-gtrong man  heart

He is an encourager of other people.

(448) k33 eddl fjnami__ n'0kd gbori vya
old people entering in cance hard is8

Entering a canoe is difficult for old people.

8.2.6. The simple NP, Type 6 ana or idhiana as Head

This type consists of @na the one or idh1ana how or the
way in which functioning as head followed by a rankshifted verbal
declarative clause as a relative construct. In this type, the
relative construct does not have the marker na!, The only at-
tributive element which may occur is a reinforcer.

(449) 3na [mi wo ku wol nd // wiru &nia
RelCon rf
the-one I say give you the do  thus

Do what I tell you.

(450) oki ZA kori  4na [evumi vyal
RelCon
he will-stay wait the-one fat is

He will wait for the one with some fat.

(451) & dhuu Bma [bhi mamine bhuel vyid
RelCon
it follow the-ome you not-learn keep come

Because you did not learn properly ...

'3na and idhiana are forms which have resulted from the fusion
of a root with the construct marker na (Noun Class A3, Sec. 10.2.1).
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(452) 3k ka idhidna  [{.  za wurd] tuyu ...
RelCon
that seq how they stay do until

That is how they were acting until ...’

(453) avuramu nd nomu idhidna [0 wird]
RelCon
woman  the not-know how she will-do

The woman did not know what to do.

(454) idhiand [Ute nd@ tou somu vya 8syi] nu sa Tnimd
RelCon rf
how mat the take be-good is beauty this not thing
gbamu
telling

How really beautiful this mat is cannot be described.
8.2.7. The Simple NP, Type 7 Rankshifted Clause as Head

The sole element of this type is a rankshifted verbal
clause. This type functions only as the NPo, or as the NPs in
an emphatic declarative clause (Section 5.4.3). The clause is
analysed as a rankshifted element of the clause and not as an
element of a complex sentence, since it is parallel in function
to a simple noun.

(455) &gwed ibusadni / g&ni / Tnlmu nd moni  somu
NPs VP NPo
people of-name look  thing the not-able be-good

The people of Ibusani realised that things could not go

(456) m| / nd z&a wa / m] téu  aviramy well.

NPs VP NPo
I ine stay want I will-take woman

I was wanting to marry a woman.

(457) mi 813 wo. adhd bhi __ nf wuru ni
NPs

I not-recognise you day dark cpl do cpl

I did not recognise you. That is because it is dark.
(1it. the day has grown dark has done it)

8.3. The Extended Nominal Phrase

The extended NP consists of two simple NP's of types 1-3 func-
tioning as a single phrase. The extended NP differs from the
simple NP with a complex head (Section 8.2.1.3) in the following
respects: (a) The second NP is not marked by a h tone on the first
syllable. (b) Attributive elements may precede the second NP.

When the second NP has an initial h tone, the extended NP
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often cannot be distinguished formally from the simple NP with a
complex head, but the analysis is clear from the context.

Extended NP's are divided into seven types. In the following
examples, each of the phrases comprising the extended phrase is
enclosed in round brackets.

8.3.1. The Extended NP, Type 1 Appositional

The two NP's are in appositional relationship. This type
differs from the appositional nominal clause both in function and
in structure, as has already been described in Section 6.1.2. It
also differs from two separate NPo's, as it may occur following
transitive verbs, and there has to be concord of number between
the phrases.

(458) 3 bhye (V) (ed&l gd)
NPo
they bear him man of-poverty

He was born a poor man.

(459) & ko ni  (41ibd) (old i nd)
“NPo
he call cpl tortoise friend his the

He called his friend tortoise.

(460) (&ni) (Ltomi esaa nd)  funu dhyani n'ékunt Gte na
NPs
we head three the should-climb enter on top of-mat the

We three should get onto the mat.
(461)  (OKkT naa &gwé Tkpokpd) (o) nd ta bhie

he and pl load he inec go keep
He went on walking with his loads.

(462) ogwe avi ka (dgwd) (dna imorobha na)
NP
portion one seq portion the-one of-bridesmaids the

One portion was the one allocated to the bridesmaids.

(463) o no syil ta (8g11&8 &rnwimb) (idhiana a nd gbe
NPo
it ine move go time of-evening Like one ine go-home
n' {ikwo nd  Ukwo nd)

from farm the farm the

It was getting towards evening time when one used to go
home from the farm.

The second NP contains a rankshifted clause functioning as a
relative construct (Section 8.2.1.2).
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(464) (odhoni wo) (avird) wo ku wo ni
NPs

husband your himself say give you cpl

Your husband himself has told you.
8.3.2. The Extended NP, Type 2 Partitive

One of the elements of the second NP is a numeral or a noun
denoting quantity.

(465) amini yi tai dhou (dwo nd) (3gd ébhd  &vid)
"NPo
water come to cover take trap the side of-part one

Water came and reached one side of the trap.

(466) (imo nd) (avu) nd wiru finiwlra ...
NPs
ehildren the one 1ine do work

One of the children is working ...

(467) (3rist) (jkoph &vi 13u &) mo
NPs
rice eup one only even is-not

There was not even one cup of rice.

(468) (8sdni nd) (dgbe 8) ko mo &
NPs
fish the a-little any remain is-not qu

Isn't there just a little of the fish left?
8.3.3. The Extended NP, Type 3 Cumulative

Either both or only the second NP has the reinforcer a or &
finally.

(469) (Iviramd) (imdsyi a)

NP
women men too men and women
(470) (ubhwd a) (otd a) & dhel dhe
“NPo

bone too flesh too he swallow finish
He swallowed all the bones and the flesh.
(471) (inimd Avd) (indmd Avh &) i mo me
NPs
thing ome thing one even again te-not to-me

I have nothing more at all.

(472) (imosyi nd a) (ivuramu na &) i
NPs
men the too women  the too not-come
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Neither the men nor the women came.

(473) (3su d) (dtama )
NP
night indeed day indeed night and day

8.3.4. The Extended NP, Type 4 Reduplicative

The second phrase is a reduplication of the first phrase. The
reduplication has the semantic meaning of intensity or plurality.
This reduplication affects only one phrase in the clause and thus
differs from the reduplication analysed as distributive aspect
(Section 5.7) which affects more than one phrase.

(474) (omi  viovié) (omu viovid) nyine dhe
NPs
house fine house fine appear finish

Fine houses appeared.

(475) Gkwd onu mé // mi moni (ikiri) (ikiri)
NPo
farm of-mother my I see grass-cutter grass-cutter

In my mother's farm I saw a lot of grass cutters.

(476) (adhiad) (&dhid bhdd) // dkT kpomu vya
NP
this-day this-day even he be-sick 1is

On this very day he is ill.
(477) okd ésyia na // (8kdri bd) (8kdri bd na & ya)
NP
pit there the maggot big maggot big which it is

There in the pit there were big maggots.
8.3.5. The Extended NP, Type 5 Emphatic

A demonstrative or genitive construct which normally occurs
following the head of a simple phrase may occur as the head of a
second NP for greater emphasis.

(478) & nd tou (edada nad) (3k4)
NPo
he go-to take spear the that

He went to take that spear.

(479) » yi 7 te  (8syi na) (etyl)
NPo
ghe come to reach place the of-name

She came and reached Etyi's place.
8.3.6. The Extended NP, Type 6 Additive

Two or more NP's are joined by the conjunction na3d and,
accompanied by.
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(480) avurambi A&vi ndd &dhoni e T bhye bhue Imd iva
NP

woman one and husband her so bear keep children two

A woman and her husband had had two children.

(481) onu-amd naa okildlo nad yla
NP
mother and cutlass ine come

The mother was coming with a cutlass.

(482) & kye 7 (kpbu fsyovd ndd etitd akani
NP
they should-give him 6d 7 and scrap of-cloth
naa agbidh-ubhwoni
and sherd

They should give him 3/6d and a rag and a sherd.
(483) Jkpilama & nd3d ivie na na vyla
‘NP
snail also and song the ine come

The snail, too, came singing.

For numerals above eleven, an extended NP of this type is
used.

(484) igbd7 n3d 1Vsylldnl enyisa
NP
ten and shilling six

sixteen shillings
For further examples see Section 10.4.

When a noun and a pronoun co-~occur in this type of NP, the
pronoun occurs as the head of the first VP (example 485). When
the first NP is a pronoun, it must be one of the following subject
pronouns:

1st 2nd 3rd
singular mi bhi oki
plural ani bha ggua

When the second NP is a pronoun, it must be one of the fol-
lowing object pronouns:

2nd 3rd
singular wo el
plural 1bha 8guad

There is a ranking order in the occurrence of the differ-
ent persons. First person pronouns occur only as the first NP.
When second and third person pronouns occur together, the second
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person pronoun occurs as the first NP and the third person as the
second NP (examples 487, 488).

When a monosyllabic pronoun occurs as the first NP which is
functioning as the object of the clause, the subject form of the
pronoun has to be repeated before the second NP. The NP type 6
then functions as a rankshifted NP forming the second element of
an appositional extended NP type 1:

o moni m& mi nd3d asu m He saw my father and me.
he saw me 1 and father my
o mdni wd bhl ndd asu wod He saw your father and you.
o mynl el OkT ndd asunu o1 He saw his father and him.
© mdni bhd bhd ndd asunu bha He saw your father and
' you (pl).
But ¢ moéni ent naa asunu eni He saw our father and us.
o mdni &gud ndA asunu egud He saw their father and
them.
(485) mi ndd asu mé ta (kwd énu mé ndh sa 1kirl
I and father my go farm of-mother -my to shoot grass-cutter
My father and I went to my mother's farm to shoot grass
cutters.
(486) Oki naa &sdni nad bjdha
he and fish the walk He went with the fish.

(487) mi ndd wé si ta
I and you will go def

You and I will be the ones to go.

(488) edd1 na bhii _nd3 ei na kona na
man who you and he ine fight the

the man who is wrestling with you
8.3.7. The Extended NP, Type 7 Alternative

Two or more NP's are joined by the fixed construction &momo
(Section 4.4.15) which here functions as a conjunction.

(489) mi si na du eséni Gmomo  anamu
I will go-to buy fish or meat

I will go and buy fish or meat.

(490) atye 1 _Smomo asunu_ei tyle 1 enim3 enuma
brother his or father his send him money money

His brother or father sends him money .

(491) tou eseni na tyie avuramu nd Smomo odhoni el
take fish the send woman the or husband her

Take the fish to the woman or her husband.
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Pronouns do not occur as the head of the NP in this type of

extended NP. A complex sentence type 15, Alternative (Section
4.4.15) occurs instead:

(492)

(493)

mi sV ta // émomo bhu si 1ta
I will go or you will go

Either you or I must go.

o st gé tyie mé // bmomo o s1 gé tyle asu mé
he will write send me or he will write send father my

He will write to my father or me.
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The adverbial phrase class is set up on the basis of its
function in the clause. The AP may be similar or identical in
structure with the NP, but it is analysed as an AP because it
functions as an attributive element and not as the subject or
object of the clause. See also Section 9.2.2.

9.1. Function of the Adverbial Phrase

The primary function of the AP is as a peripheral element
of the clause. It occurs in the verbal clause following the VP,
or NPo if present, and in the nominal clause following the
final NP.

The AP has also a secondary function as a rankshifted unit
functioning as an attributive element of the simple NP type 1
(Section 8.2.1.2). Only certain types of AP have this secondary
function. Details are given below.

9.2. Structure of the Adverbial Phrase
There are four types of AP.
9.2.1. The Adverbial Phrase, Type 1

This type consists of a rankshifted NP (abbreviated rsNP) pre-
ceded by the preposition (abbreviated Prep) n' in, at or tyu until.
As all nouns begin with a vowel, the preposition n' never has a
CV structure. But since the language has no C syllables, the prep-
osition 1is written as n', indicating the elision of the V element.
There is always a high juncture between either preposition and the
NP; i.e., the initial tone of the NP, if normally L, is a HL glide.

There are two subtypes. In type la, the NP is of type 1
(noun as head). This subtype may function as a locative construct
in the NP type 1. In type 1b, the NP is of type 4 (interrogative).
This subtype functions only in the interrogative clause.

Examples of Type la:

(494) o nyine n'[isyisyd é&da]
Prep rsNP:1
she appear in middle of-river

She appeared in the middle of the river.

(495) Tkidhé nd ko &libd n'[4dhd &vi]
Prep rsNP:1

snail go-to call tortoise on day one

One day snail went to call tortoise.
(496) o bidha ta tyu [etyi (Gsuddhd bhod]

Prep rsNP:1
he walk go till place of-distance far-off

He walked to a far distant place.
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(497) & dhi n] udhyori nd tuu [Adhe &sydni]
Prep rsNP:1
one eat epl feast the till day  five
The feast lasted for five days.,
Examples of Type 1b:

(498) & yi n' [égi18 vo ]
Prep rsNP:h
they should-come at time what

When should they come?
(499) bhy moni n' [8dhd]

Prep rsNP:4
you 8ee at where

Where did you see it?
9.2.2. The Adverbial Phrase, Type 2

This type consists of a NP type 1 of which the head is a noun
of class B (adverbial noun, Section 10.2.1), e.g., ogbe a little;
enia thus; eno now. Such a construction is analysed as an AP
rather than as a NPo because it may occur following an intransi-
tive verb, a transitive verb with a NPo, or a ditransitive verb
with two NPo's. (See Section 10.1.1.1 for verb classes.)

(500) bha / nda z& dha / Odl na / Sfbromu
NPo AP
you 1ine stay drink wine the emptiness

(Why) are you drinking the wine by itself (i.e.,
without eating as well)?

dha is a transitive verb.

(501) & / dhesyl / obd
VP AP
it last much

It lasted a long time.
dhesyi is an intransitive verb.

(502) Y / va wu / enid
vP AP
they emp die thus

They still died in this way.
wu is an intransitive verb.

(503) o/ yi 1 te / ekunu / idhii é&nd
NPo AP
he come to reach top way this

He came up to the surface like this.
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te is a transitive verb.

(504) o / ke / etai nd / 3bhd esadd
NPo AP
he cut tree the hand three

He cut the tree three times.
9.2.3. The Adverbial Phrase, Type 3
The sole element of this type is an adverb {Section 10.7).
(505) alagba na d&ia kpal

gun the fall bang The gun went off, bang!
(506) akid za ni blramu

town stay cpl quietly The town was really quiet.
(507) syire bh&d

run indeed Do run!

(508) o / wuru nu / n' dzyl / wirimlwlrimi
AP:1 AP:3
it do epl in bush  boom-boom
There had been a sound, boom-boom, in the bush.
(509) &/ gu me / n' 4bhd / bhia
AP:1 AP:3
it prick me in hand surprise

Fancy it biting my hand.

{510) &/ ny / n' (toml JSkwei nad / kpoukpoukpou
AP:1 AP:3
he tap at top of-palm the  knock-knock

He tapped, knock-knock, at the top of the palm tree.

(511) o / wuru dhe bhue / evuu / idhTT énia / tirddé
AP:2 AP:3
it do finish keep wing way thus whish

It spread its wings right out, whish, like this.
9.2.4. The Adverbial Phrase, Type 4

This type consists of a reduplicated noun or numeral. It is
analysed as an AP rather than a NPo because it may occur following
an AP or a transitive verb with a NPo. It denotes distribution.

It differs from the distributive aspect of the clause (Section 5.7)
in that only one element of the clause is reduplicated. It is
therefore analysed as an AP and not as a feature of the clause.

(512) &bhuflmu na / z4 nwene / n' ugbuswei na / dgbé dgbé
Nn Nn
AP:1 AP:4
ash the will-stay spill on road the little little

The ash will drop onto the road little by little.
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(513) bhy / tou / uvi é&dhi  na / avli avl / tou kye / anaml vl
Num Num
NPo AP

you take mould of-palm the one one take give animal one
You take the palm moulds one by one and give them to an

animal.
(514) o / nd d&i / uld / ipeni ipeni
Nn Nn
NPo AP
she ine sell banana penny penny

She is selling bananas a penny each.

Co-occurrence of Adverbial Phrase Types. Usually only one AP
occurs in a clause, but a few examples of clauses with two AP's
have been recorded. There are no syntactic restrictions on the
co-occurrence of types. The order of the AP's is in the sequence
that the types have been numbered, starting with the locative/
temporal type 1. The table below gives the co-occurrence of AP's
which have been recorded.

AP Type Example
1 2 3 4
+ 508-510
+ 512
+ + 511
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Words are divided into two main classes: major words, which
may function as head of a phrase, and minor words, which never
function as head of a phrase. The classes of major words will
be described in this chapter and the classes of minor words in
Chapter 11.

10.1. The Verb

The verb is divided into two classes, class A and class B, on
the basis of its function in different VP classes. Class A com-
prises all the verbs in the corpus except two. Within class A,
four types of verbs with different structures are distinguished.
As there are no verb tone classes, and as the tone of a verb
depends on the polarity, mood, and tense of the clause, the tone
is not marked on verb roots in isolation.

10.1.1. The Verb, Class A
10.1.1.1. Subclasses of Class A Verbs

Class A verbs function as the head of VP class A (Section
7.4.1). They are further divided according to their degree of
transitivity, i.e., their occurrence with NPo's in simple sen-
tences. This analysis is preferred to dividing clauses into
transitive, intransitive, etc., since the object required by a
verb need not be present in the clause but may be implied from
a previous clause.

Verbs frequently belong to more than one class. For example,
wu die belongs to two classes, intransitive and transitive:

edel nd wu The man died.

orwii wu edei na The man went cold with fear.
(1it. body died the man)

dh] eat belongs to two classes, transitive and ditransitive:
dhj &dhyomu He ate food.

Q7

o dhj edel nd 3s3 He is in debt to the man.
(1it. he eats the man a debt)

dhyani enter belongs to three classes, intransitive, transitive,
and ditransitive:

d dhyani He did not enter. It was not possible.

omi nd dhyani egud There was not enough room for them in the
house. (lit. the house did not enter
them)
8sani dhyani edd&l nd adhl  Pepper went into the man's eye.
(1it. pepper entered to the man
the eye)

Class Al Intransitive. The VP of which this class functions
as head cannot be followed by a NPo:
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dhemu be big dhesyi last long duu go out
fina enter (canoe) funu go up wil dawn, get light

Class A2 Transitive. The VP of which this class functions as
head is followed by a NPo. Three subclasses are set up.

Class A21 comprises verbs for which there is no grammatical
restriction on the following NPo. Also, if the NPo is not speci-
fied, the noun Ynimi thing is required:

del  sell dhl eat dy  buy

nu beat tou  take wuru do

Class A22 comprises verbs for which the following NPo
must have a noun denoting place as head:

gbe go home ta go yi come

Class A23 comprises verbs for which the following NPo is
restricted to one specific noun (e.g., one which is cognate with
the verb) or one of a restricted group of nouns:

bidha walk bjdha akid commit adultery (1it. walk town)
bidha avirami marry a woman (lit. walk woman)
bjdha oko mediate (lit. walk canoe)

dei fall dei agbura turn into a ghost (lit. fall ghost)
dei anamu be stupid (lit. fall animal)
dei orou break the law (lit. fall law)

duu go out  duu amini bathe (lit. go out water)

vuma be angry vuma ovuma be angry

Class A3 Ditransitive. The VP of which this class functions
as head is followed by two NPo's. The first NPo is an animate
noun and functions as indirect object:

kjdhe remove from kpe pay to
kye give to pa 1lift up for
sise  put down for syie send to

10.1.1.2. Structure of Class A Verbs
Four types of class A verbs are distinguished.

Type 1 Simple Root. This type consists of a simple root
without any reduplicated syllables of the following CV structures:
Cv, Cvv, CVCV, CvCvCv.

ta go dei fall

dlre cook kofilo cough
Type 2 Root with Reduplication. Same verbs of two or more
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syllables have reduplicated syllables in the root. The nonredu-
plicated form of the verb does not occur. The reduplication of
syllables as part of the verb root differs from the redupliication
of the secondary aspect (Section 5.7) where the complete verb is

reduplicated.
Txge 2a reduplication of part of a syllable. This type is
nly

rare. the following have occurred:
gigyo lever gigya rebuke
gugwo heap together suswe go south

Type 2b reduplication of one syllable:
cvev bhabha wander lele deceive
mimi squeeze pipi suck
CVCVCV  bhunene be on good terms dhunene meet
funene doubt gbunono heal
kinono resemble
Type 2c reduplication of both syllables:

bholibholi rush to save burebure  pray
kilekile roll kpurokpuro gather
syinesyine hide vinivini tangle

Type 3 Derived Verb. This type consists of a root followed
by a derivational suffix which harmonises with the vowel quality
of the root (Section 2.2.1). There are two classes of derijva-
tional suffix.

Class A changes the subclass of the verb and has two members:

-ne of its own accord, by itself changes verbs from class A2
(transitive) to class Al (intransitive).

-se causative changes verbs from class Al (intransitive) to
class A2 (transitive).

kie split open (tr.) kie-ne split open by itself

kue open (tr.) kue-ne open by itself (intr.)

ke burn (intr.) ke-se set light to (tr.)

yila stand (intr.) yila-se raise to upright posi-
tion (tr.)

With a CVV root in which the first V is a nonclose vowel

and the second V is a close vowel, the second V is dropped before
the suffix:

bhou uproot bho-ne uproot by itself

bou be wet bo-se make wet



MAJOR WORDS 143

dei sell de-se sell to a person

The two suffixes have on occasion co-occured with the same
root, but this is rare. When they do co-occur, -ne precedes -se,
and the resultant verb is transitive:

bho-ne-se unintentionally cause something to uproot
itself

Allomorphs of -ne and -se. -ne and -se have phonological-
ly conditioned allomorphs -ene and -ese, respectively, which
occur in the environments given below. (Compare the allomorphs
of the nominalising suffix -mu (Noun type 4a). In both cases,
roots ending in a close vowel are followed by the VCV allomorph.)

(a) Following CV root ending in a close vowel:

fu be white fy-ese make white
bhi be black bhi-ese make black

(b) Following CVV root where both vowels are close and CVCV
root ending in a close vowel, the final vowel is dropped:

nuu shake nu-ene shake by itself
dhyomu be sweet dhyom-ese make sweet

kari be strong kar-ese strengthen

mii be cool mi-ese make cool

Class B maintains the subclass of the verb and has only one
member: -ru more than once

do pull do-ru pull to pieces
fya slice fya-ru shred
sa shoot sa-ru shoot more than once

With a CVV root ending in a close vowel, the final vowel is
dropped before the suffix:

bhou uproot bho-ru uproot many plants
you bail out yo-ru bail out repeatedly

The above are analysed as suffixes and not as postverbals because
their distribution is restricted to certain verbs, and this re-
striction is not dependent upon lexis. For the same reason, the
suffixes are not analysed as marking aspect.

Type 4 Compound Verb. This type consists of two roots
which have fused. Only two examples occur in this data.

tuvai get rid of (val lose tu 27 )

vinigbe return home. This is a fusion of yi come, ni the
completive particle, and gbe go home. Proof of the fusion is the
occurrence of ni medially, whereas in a compound VP it occurs
finally (Section 7.4).
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10.1.1.3. The verbs bhue, kye, tou and wel

These four verbs have allamorphs as follows. bhue keep has
two allomorphs: bho occurs preceding kye give (this is the only
verb that may follow bho); bhue occurs elsewhere (i.e., preceding
NPo or AP or clause finally):

(515) & wuru &dhyomi bho kye 1
she make food keep give him

She prepared some food and kept it for him.

(516) & gbei anami bho kye olo 1
he kill animal keep give friend his

He shot an animal and kept it for his friend.
Compare:

(517) ® tou &dhyomd bhue n' &tV13
he take food keep on shelf-above-fire

He kept the food on the shelf above the fire.

kye give has two allomorphs: ku occurs preceding the pro-
nominal postverbals me and wo lst and 2nd person singular object,
respectively; kye occurs elsewhere. The vowel of the allomorphs
harmonises with the vowel quality of the preceding verb:

ki me Give me.

d tou ky wo He gave it to you. (lit. he took gave you)

S wuru Ku wo He did it for you. (lit. ke did gave you)
Compare:

kyé 1 Give it to him.

O wuru kye edei nd He did it for the man.

tou take has two allomorphs: dhou occurs following another
verb in a compound VP except za stay; tou occurs elsewhere. The
vowels of tou harmonise with the vowel quality of the following
verb:

pa dhou Pick it up. (lit. 1ift take)

6 kunu dhou He caught hold of it. (1it. he held took)
Compare:

o tou dhj He took it and ate it.

S tou dire He took it and cooked it.

S za tou ldhi na He kept taking the wine.

wel say has two allomorphs: wo occurs preceding kye give;
wei occurs elsewhere:

o wo kye 1 He said to him. (lit. he said gave him)



MAJOR WORDS 145

8ni wo kye edei nd@ We said to the man ...
Compare:

d wei énia He spoke thus.

10.1.1.4 Class A Verbs ending in a Close Vowel

Verb roots ending in a close vowel add the suffix -a in the
following clauses:

positive: descriptive, referential, future

negative: imperative, subjunctive, indicative if the VP is
emphatic (Section 5.4.3)

in the following positions:
clause finally (examples 518, 519)
preceding a single vocalic morpheme (example 520)

preceding a consonant (example 521) except the preposition
n' (example 522)

Following CVCV roots ending in a close vowel the final vowel
is dropped before the suffix:

wuru do nd wir-3 Do not do (it). (neg. imper.)
kiri  cut o s1 kir-3 he will cut (future)

(518) // 1 na z& gbdi-a //
they inc stay laugh

They kept laughing. (descriptive tense)
(519) // na yi-a //

neg come

Do not come! (negative imperative)

(520) // &ni na vyi-a o //
we 1ine come indeed

Oh yes, we are coming! (descriptive tense)

(521) // alagba né dei-a kpal //
gun the fall  bang

The gun went off, bang! (referential tense)

(522) // inimi [na | si dh{ n' akig]l nd za //
thing that they will eat in toum the was-not

There was nothing for them to eat in the town.

dhi 1s in the future tense, but does not have the suffix -a
because it precedes the preposition n'.
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10.1.2. The Verb, Class B

Class B verbs function as the head of VP class B {Section
7.4.2). The class has only two members: ya is, exists and mo
is not, does not exist. They are analysed as verbs because they
occur as the head of a VP and have the same juncture features with
the NPs as class A verbs (Section 5.8.2). They are distinguished
from class A verbs because of their limited distribution (they
occur only in declarative clauses and clauses with an interroga-
tive NPo or AP) and because they occur only in certain positions
in a compound VP (Section 7.4.2).

ya functions only in positive clauses. It always has H tone.
It may occur with one NPo (example 525), but this is rare.

(523) // alagbd / ya / n'émint &kd //
NPs VP AP
gun i8 1in water of-canoe

The gun is in the water in the canoe.

(524) // entmd [na Oki téu bidha avuramu nd] / ya //
NPs VP
money that he will-take marry woman the i8

He has the money to marry the woman.

(525) // &/ ya/ i/ n' otdru //
NPs VP NPo AP
it 1is her in throat

It's Iin her throat.

mo functions only in negative clauses. It always has a H
tone. It may be followed by one NPo (example 527), but this is
rare.

(526) // &vié / mo //
NPs VP
other is-not

There is no other.
(527) // 6/ mo / awd //

NPs VP  NPo
he is-not state-of-being-alive

He is not alive.

(528) // onu égud / mo / n'oml //
NPs VP AP
mother their is-not in house

Their mother is not at home.
10.2. The Noun
Nouns are divided into two classes on the basis of their
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function in phrases and into six types according to differences
in their structure.
10.2.1. Classes of Noun

Class A General Nouns. This class functions as the head of
the simple NP type 1 (Section 8.2.1). There are three subclasses.

Class Al nouns can function in a complex head (Section 8.2.
1.3) either as head of the whole phrase (i.e., first head) or as
head of the genitive construct:

edd person eda river éséni fish
odd mortar utomu head tikwé farm

A small group of nouns of this class denoting kinship are
obligatorily possessed and occur either with a pronoun function-
ing as possessive, or with a genitive construct:

ani wife aslini father atyé relation
odhdni husband ofdnl co-wife omini own child
onll mother

asunl father has an allomorph ast which occurs preceding me my
and wo your.

Following astnu father, atyé relation and onl mother, if the
possessor js not specified, the noun amd child occurs.

ko aslini amd Call the father.
& bhuene bhue atye amd He has no relations.

Class A2 nouns can function in a complex head only as the
first head:

igbugbd thickness 1kpoll a quantity Ooftroml worthless-
okda oldness of age okdkird shortness ness
okpl10kpi1d genuineness okpd badness

Class A3 nouns cannot occur as the sole element of a NP.
There are three members:

ana the one idhiana how, like

These nouns are forms which have resulted from the fusion of
a root with the construct marker na. They are followed either by
a relative construct (Section 8.2.6) or by a genitive construct
(Section 8.2.1.3). anamay also be followed by a possessive.
ana has two allomorphs: anu occurs before a consonant; ana occurs
before a vowel.

(529) & dhuu &na [3k7 kilo nl egwe anami] a nd
RelCon rf rf
it follow the-one he rule epl pl animal too the
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Because he rules over the animals ..

(530) 8 kue dhe dna [avuramu] nd
GenCon rf
he open fintsh the-one of-woman the

(When) he opened up the woman's ...

(531) 3 nd vyamu gbei amo ana [ék3d] nd
GenCon rf
he go-to flog kill child the-one of-age the

He went and flogged the eldest child to death.

(532) anma 1 oki si z& fou akibhl
0SS
the-one his he will stay smoke pipe

As for him, he will go on smoking his pipe.

(533) & dhemu idhidna [anu wd]
— GenCon
it not-big like the-one your

It is not big like yours.

(534) 3ku idhiana [eswei nad] ka idhidna [aku avuramu nd ya]
GenCon RelCon
teeth like axe the seq how teeth of-woman the is

The woman's teeth were as sharp as an axe. (lit. teeth
like an axe is how the woman's teeth were)

egwe plurality has to be followed by one of the NP modifiers (Sec-
tion 8.2.1.1) or by a genitive construct.

(535) & nd wa égwé [na i sT syimu oko na]
RelCon
he go-to look pl rel they will push canoe the

He went to look for those who would push the canoe.

(536) &gwé &vi na za wa  Ukwd
Num rf
pl one the stay harvest farm

One group was harvesting the farm.

(537) &gwe [&nami] nd  kpoli
enCon
pl animals to-to gather

The animals gathered together.

Class B Adverbial Nouns. This class functions as head of AP
type 2 (Section 9.2.2). Some of the members also belong to Class
A2. In the examples below, nouns with this dual membership are
marked with an asterisk.

énia thus énd  now
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*obd a lot *S5fliromt  in vain

*ogbe a little ok1d occasion

10.2.2. Types of Noun

The CV structure of the six different types of nouns is de-
scribed first, followed by details of their tone patterns.

Type 1 Simple Root. This type consists of a simple root
without any redupTicated syllables of the following CV structures:
VCV, VCVV, VCVCV, and VCVCVCV.

gkd  canoe akal thatch enima  money

apidhemi seat

Nouns of more than four syllables involve reduplication of one or
more syllables or are compounds.

Type 2 Root with Reduplication. Some three and four syllable
nouns and nouns of more than four syllables other than compounds
have reduplicated syllables in the root. The nonreduplicated form
of the noun does not occur.

Type 2a reduplication of part of a syllable:

apipya hornbill 8didhy® four days (former week)
Type 2b reduplication of one syllable:
VCvev ddyidy?  snake odhudhu unripe palm fruit
dvivi light uslsl south
VCVCVCV adlubhabha alligator ikileld iron
okilold cutlass Okululu spring of water
8gddigd fish trap 8gblilugbl  sandfly
egulegl  rainbow 8kpdrikpo  shrub

Type 2¢ reduplication of one syllable with a change from a
front %o a back or central vowel:

8gbdrigbd story 8gbinagha  bell
ofilofd  skull opi lopo pig

Type 2d reduplication of two syllables:
amuramira act ofirifirl  darkness
gkanikanl broom ovolivoll  fresh air

Type 3 Prefixed Root. In this type there is a change in the
initial vowel between the singular and the plural. The noun is
therefore analysed as consisting of a prefix followed by a root.
The singular prefix is a-/o-, and the plural prefix is 1-. Nouns
of this type are few. Only the following have occurred in this
corpus:




150 CHAPTER 10

Singular Plural Meaning
amemureé imemure young girl
amd imd child
amodhydmu imodhydmi young man
avurami Ivurami woman

okaa ikaa old man
ozyi izyl thief

Note that a vowel prefix always harmonises with the vowel
quality of the following root.

Type 4 Derived Noun

Type 4a. This type consists of the nominalising prefix o-
singular or 1- plural and one to three verb roots of class A fol-
Towed by the nominalising suffix -mi. The suffix has two allo-
morphs: -amd occurs following roots ending in a close vowel (in
CVCV and CVCVCV roots the final vowel drops before the suffix);
-mu occurs following roots ending in a nonclose vowel. The
suffix harmonises with the vowel quality of the verb root. Due
to semantic restrictions, some nouns of this type do not have a
plural form.

Verb root(s) Noun

bhuene  have obhuenemi Tbhueneml owner
dhi eat odhtami eating

gwe obey dgwemii obedience
kilo rule okiloml Tkilomd chief

sami ne forget}

kye give dsaminekyemi forgiveness
vila stand

wose strengthen

za stay dyilawosezaml steadfastness

Type 4b. This type consists of a vowel prefix and a verb

root. There is no regular correspondence between the prefix and
the root:

Verb root Noun

swel live 3swdl  life
gbou advise 8gbdl  advice
kpomu be i11 TkpdmU illness
koni Fight okdnT  fight
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kari  be strong ukarl  power

Type 5 Compound Noun. This type consists of two roots. In
type 5a, one root is a verb root and the other is a noun root.
In other types, both are noun roots which have fused to some degree
and no longer follow the regular rules of elision or tone at word
juncture (Section 2.4).

Type 5a. This type consists of the nominalising prefix o-
singular Or V- plural and a verb root of class A followed by a
noun root functioning as complement. The normal rules of vowel
elision apply at the juncture of verb and noun. But where there
is a change from the raised vowel set in the first root to the
lowered set in the second root, the compound has to be written
with a hyphen:

Verb root Noun root Compound noun

fou smoke akibhl pipe dfo-akibhi pipe-smoker

gbei  kill 8séni  fish ogbe-eséni fisherman

Ji keep anaml  animal dji-anamu herdsman,
shepherd

bidha walk 6kd messenger obidhoké  mediator

sa shoot 3bhd hand dsobhd hunter

Type 5b. This type consists of two noun roots which are
still igentifiable | but which have partly fused. In the fusion,
the initial vowel of the second word is elided. Normally the
final vowel of the first word is elided at word juncture:

Tdhil-f31 intestines

(1dhi7  vine &fal stomach)
ami ni-bhwdni  soup

(3mini  water Ubhwdni salt)

Type 5¢ Only one of the roots is still identifiable:

akdm-eda1 human being (edd1 person)
dny-okd messenger (0kd messenger)
dny~aviramd woman (avirami woman)
dny-imdsyl man (mdsyl male)
ow-awid next morning (3wigd morning)

Type 5d. Some nouns are formed from the root amd child or
imd children being prefixed to another root. Such nouns are
analysed as compounds, since the tone pattern differs from that
of two separate nouns in a NP as follows. (Inside the square
brackets, tone is written phonetically.)

noun + noun amd + akid > [8makid] child of the town

amd + noun amd + aki® > [3@mdki&] small town, village
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Nouns with the prefix amd are diminutives. Nouns with the
prefix imd are mainly plurals. The prefix im- also means belonging
to the same group or species as ...

okori name of a man im-Okori Okori's people
am-aki small pot am-oklibd small box
im-ani wives im-ebhlird  contemporaries
im~-8kiresddhl buffaloes im=010 friends

In amému-viramt girl, the first root is probably an older
form of amd.

Type 5e. Neither of the roots is identifiable. The occur-
rence of a medial tone glide points to the fusion of two former
roots, as tone glides do not occur medially in monomorphemic nouns.

el&1 sign oférd frog
otéri throat

Type 6 Clause-based Compounds. A few names of birds and
animals and insects are derived from a verbal declarative clause.
The clause without any marker functions as a single noun.

Skari oko yai Skpl woodpecker
carver of-canoe pulls unfinished-cance

anigd duu afini sandfly (1it. a poor
poor-man not-go outside man does not go outside)

(538) // dkari oko vyai okpi / T na ke sise / akdl //
NPs VP NPo
woodpecker seq go-to chop fell cotton-tree

Then the woodpecker went and felled a cotton tree.
10.2.3. Tone of Nouns

‘ There are nine main tone classes with tone patterns which are
manifested with nouns of four, three, and two syllables. L tone
is the less stable of the two tones, and so is the first to drop
out when a tone pattern is compressed. The tone classes are given
in the table that follows. The gaps in the pattern in classes E
and G occur because the tone pattern for VCV(V) would be the same
as for classes D and F respectively. The gaps in the pattern in
classes H and I occur because no nouns of the pattern LHH (class
H) and HLLH (class I) occur in the data. Classes A and B have the
largest membership; classes H and [ have the smallest membership.

For tones of nouns when functioning as the head of the NPs or
NPo, see Section 5.8.2.
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Noun Tone Classes

Class VCVCVYCV VCvCv VCV(V)

A HLLL HLL HL
avuramu  woman esaru mosquito  omu house

B LLLL LLL LL
ebhufumu ash obila pitcher ekl market

C HHHH HHH HH
opilopo pig olilo bottle jgbo fish-net

D HHLL HHL HHL
akpukuro cassava avuvo bat o lie

E HLHL HLHL
apidhemu seat okubo box

F LLHL LLHL LHL
egadiga  fish-trap ekasyi  chair ume faith

G LHLL LHL
orisyoni snake abina plantain

H LHLH LH
jkpilama snail oki type of fish

1 HLH HLH

ogele procession ekpau  fishhook

Noun Tone Class B.

When a noun of this tone class functions

as the head of the NPo, its tone is determined by the type of
clause in which it occurs and the polarity, mood, and tense of the

clause as follows:

Clause Tone
. indic.

Neg. indic } HHHH
Aorist

Pos. imp. LLLH
A11 other

verbal HLLLL
clauses

Nonverbal LLLL

clauses

‘O

geni

O

geni

-~ .
genl

-~ .
@ genl @

and ka 3

Example

akpurata
akpurata

akpurata

He does not look at the mat.

He looked at the mat.

Look at the mat.

He looks at the mat.

This (is) a mat.
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When a noun of this tone class functions as head of the NPo
in an aorist, negative, or imperative clause string, the string
has the following special tonal characteristics: ?a) the final
tone of the NPo is not upstepped, and (b) noninitial verbs have
H tone on each syllable.

Aorist string

(839) // & / do / gkpuratal dhemese //
NPs VP NPo VP
he weave mat  make-bigger

He wove the mat bigger.
Compare:
(540) jgbo (HH) // & / do / igbd |dhemesd //

He wove the net bigger.

10.3. The Pronoun
10.3.1. Function of the Pronoun

The primary function of the pronoun is as head of the simple
NP type 2 (Section 8.2.2) when this is either subject or object of
the clause. Certain pronouns also function as attributive elements
of the simple NP type 1 as possessive or demonstrative (see below
and Section 8.2.1.1).

The pronoun is analysed as constituting the head of a sepa-
rate phrase rather than as an element of the VP, since it is
parallel to the noun in the following respects:

(a) There are the same types of juncture between the NPs and
the VP, and between the VP and the NPo as when the noun is head
of the NP (Section 5.8.2).

(b) The pronoun may be followed by some of the same attrib-
utive elements as the noun, i.e., by a modifying construct or a
reinforcer (Section 8.2.2). It may not, however, be followed by
all the attributive elements which may follow the noun, and thus
is distinguished from the noun.

Pronoun Paradigms. Full paradigms of the pronouns according
to their main functions are given below. The categories of per-
son and number will be discussed in Sections 10.3.2 and 10.3.3.
Disjunctive pronouns occur in isolation and in the NP preceding
a reinforcer or a relative construct.

As Head of the NPS lst 2nd 3rd
singular m1 bhi
plural &ni bha T/ 8gud
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As Head of the NPo 1s 2nd 3rd
singular - - el
plural &nt bha bhd / 8gud

As Head of the NP
Disjunctive

singular me, emé bhds &bhd okl
plural eni bha sgua
As Attributive of the NP
Possessive
singular mé wo el
plural ani bha &gua

The third person singular pronoun e! has two allomorphs: i
occurs following a word ending in a nonclose vowel; ei occurs
following a word ending in a close vowel:

-

mi ko i I call him.
mi dhuu e I follow him.
olo 1 his friend
Utomt el his head

The third person singular pronoun ki also functions as a
demonstrative:

(541) eddl Oki na this man
man this the

(542) otz &ki (at) this time
time this

For examples of the different functions of the pronouns see
the following sections:

As head of the NPs and NPo: Section 8.2.2.
As possessive : Section 8.2.1.1.

There is also an impersonal pronoun a which occurs only as
the head of the NPs. It may be translated by one, they, people,
or by a passive construction.

(543) a ko 7 obi He is called Obi.
one call him name

(544) 3 T md So it was agreed.
one so agree

(545) & dhyani [sosyi n& People joined the church.
one enter church the
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10.3.2 C(Category of Person

Within the pronoun class there is a three-term system of
person. The person used distinguishes the different types of
quotations in speech material (Section 3.3) and is relevant to
the system of concord between the pronoun and its referent (Sec-
tion 10.3.3).

There is no first or second person singular object pronoun.
A pronominal postverbal occurs instead (Section 11.2).

The third person object pronouns have zero allomorphs when
the referent is an inanimate noun.

(546) aswa md val ya. bhi moni & (zero pronoun)
hoe my lose 18 You 8ee qu

My hoe is missing. Have you seen it?
(547) omini mé& vai ya. bhl moni el 3

My child is missing. Have you seen him?

-

(548) o gbei eseni esdd ka O [ tou ta omu (zero pronoun)
he kill fish three seq he so take go house

He caught three fish and took them home.

[N

(549) ® moni imemini el n' oga  ed3d ka & T tou égua
he see children his at edge of-river seq he so take them

ta omu
go house

He saw his children near the river and took them home.

In the third person pronouns there is a further two-term
system which is termed reflexive/nonreflexive. The reflexive pro-
noun occurs if the referent is the subject of the previous clause
and the nonreflexive if the referent isnot the subject. When
the pronoun is the subject the singular forms are: reflexive
oki, nonreflexive o; and the plural forms are: reflexive bha, and
nonreflexive i or &gua. When the pronoun is the object the dis-
tinction is neutralised in the singular, both forms being ei; in
the plural the distinction is maintained: reflexive bha, non-
reflexive &gua. This subsystem has a limited distribution, occur-
ring only after the clause-introducers ga and kana in sentence
types 6 (Report), 11 and 12a (Purpose).

(550) amo nd wei ga Oki gbei &sdni na
reflex
child the say sp he kill fish the

The child said that he (the child) caught the fish.

(551) amo nd wei ga & gbei ésdni  nd
nonreflex

The child said that he (another person) caught the fish.
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(552) amo na wel ga ade s] téu ei t3
child the say sp name will take him go

The child salid that Ade would take him there.

The pronoun ei could refer either to the child or to another per-
son already mentioned. The semantic meaning is determined by the
context.

-

(553) imo nd wel ga bhad gbei &sénl nid
reflex

The children said that they (the children) caught the fish.

(554) imo nd wei ga &gud gbei &sdni nd
nonref lex

The children said that they (other people) caught the fish.

(555) Imo md wel ga ade s} 1t6u bha 12
reflex

The children said that Ade would take them (the children)

(556) imo na wei ga ade si tdu égua ta there.

nonreflex

The children said that Ade would take them (other people)
there.

10.3.3. Category of Number

Within the pronoun class there is a two-term system of num-
ber: singular and plural. The singular nondisjunctive pronouns
(a1l monosylilabic) harmonise with the vowel quality of the head
of the VP or NP as follows:

Pronoun functioning as head of the NPs with the following
verb (Section 5.8.1)

Pronoun functioning as head of the NPo with the preceding
verb (Section 5.8.1)

Pronoun functioning as possessive with the preceding noun
(Section 8.2.1.1)

There is concord with .respect to number and person between
a pronoun and its referent either within a sentence or across
sentence boundaries as follows:

(a) If the referent is a noun which is marked for number
morphologically or is preceded by egwe plurality, the pronoun is
third person, and singular or plural according to the number of
the noun.

Singular referent: omini child. Singular pronoun: o.

(557) /// omini 411bd me /// ka O tou etal na wal
ehild of-tortoise agree seq he take fire the throw
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ty-vai ///
lose

Tortoise's child agreed. So he took the coals and threw
them away.

Plural referent: imemini children. Plural pronoun: i.

(558) /// alibo nad dhi Obhlen-eti nd // imemini  41ibd
tortoise ine eat lion the children of-tortoise

vya /// 17 geni ni &libd // 3libd toru dhou bha
are they look cpl tortoise tortoise blink take them

adhu ///
eye

As tortoise was eating the lion, his children were there.
Whenever they looked at tortoise, he snubbed them.

(b) If the referent is a noun which is not marked for number,
i.e., is common, the pronoun is third person and singular or plural
according to the semantic meaning.

Common referent: Tkpilama spai1z. Singular pronoun: o.
(559) /// Ykpilama vyila za /// d tyi oV ///
snatl  stand stay he shout cpl
Snail stopped. He shouted.
Common referent: 1(kpilama snaiz. Plural pronoun: 1.

(560) /// a wdia ga 1kpilamé syimu ni o /// 1 nyoni bhue ni ///
one say sp snail push cpl indeed they put keep cpl

They said that it was the snails who had pushed it. They
kept at it.

(c) If the referent is a pronoun and a noun, the following
pronoun is plural and of the same person as the preceding pronoun.
(561) /// ml naa ogidhi &ni yata //

1st sg. 1st pl.
I and name we paddle
(When) Ogidi and I paddled (the canoe)

(562) /// bhy nd@ ani  wO bhd yi omu m& ///
2nd sg. 2nd pl.
you and wife your you come house my

You and your wife came to my house.

(563) /// kT nd3d avuramu na kwa // | na bidhd ta ///
3rd sg. 3rd pl.
he and woman the start they inec walk go

He and the woman set off.
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(d) If the referent is two pronouns, the following pronoun is
plural and the person is as follows:

Referent Pronoun Example
Including lst person 1st 564
Including 2nd but not 1st 2nd 565
3rd person only 3rd 566

(564) /// mi nda iwo ®nl s} dG éni //
1st sg. 2nd sg. st pl.
I and you we will buy price

You and I will bargain over the price.

(565) // bhi n3ad eV bha ta //
2nd sg. 3rd sg. 2nd pl.
you and him you go

You and he go.

(566) /// dki naa e kwa // | na tal///
3rd sgq. 3rd sg. 3rd pl.
he and him start they inc go

He set off with him.

The occurrence of a pronoun immediately following a 'double' sub-
ject is not obligatory.

10.4. The Numeral

The numeral functions as head of the simple NP type 3 (Sec-
tion 8.2.3) and as an attributive element of the simple NP type
1 following the head (Section 8.2.1.1). The numeral is distin-
guished from the noun since it may occur following the adjective
in the NP, whereas apart from the special case described in Sec-
tion 8.2.1.3, the noun does not. Also when the numeral is func-
tioning as head of the NP,it may be followed by only a Timited
range of attributive elements (Section 8.2.3).

The class comprises the following:

avu one iva two esaa three

in11  four isydni five enylsd six

Tsyovd seven gnumani eight avumd® nine

ighd7 ten vt a number of, some

8s&ni Ivd two fish imd fTsyovd seven children

Following Utdml person and 3dhé& day numerals with initial i-
have an allomorph with initial e-:
T

Uutomi eva two people Utdml esydnl five people
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adhé evl some days adhé egbdl ten days

Numbers above ten involve nouns as well as numerals. They
are described here for the sake of convenience.

Numbers above ten. These are derived from units of 20, 200,
or 400 together with numerals by either addition, or multiplica-
tion, or a combination of both, or subtraction. The units of 20,
200, and 400 are nouns and precede the noun in question. (The
two noun§ together function as a complex head of the NP, Section
8.2.1.3.

iya? éséni 20 fish ugbéT imd 200 children
20 200
The full 1ist of units used as the base for higher numbers

is given below, followed by a description of how the intermediate
numbers are formed.

iygt 20 ovia 40 osad 60
unit 80 usyoni 100 Ssumasé 120
Usyova 140 ontimani 160 ugb&l 200
asyt 400

Where a number involves addition, an extended NP type 6
Additive (Section 8.3.6) is used:

1y8T nad esaa 23
20 and 3

Where a number involves subtraction, it has the structure of
a clause: NPs VP AP, but it functions as a noun, i.e., as sub-
ject or object of a clause, and thus is analysed as a compound
noun type 6 (clause-based compound).

/ éntmani / mo / n' ugbdl / 192
NPs VP AP
8 i8-not in 200

Numbers 11-19. These are formed by addition, using igb&V 10
as the base and adding numerals 1-9.
ighéT naa va 12
10 and 2
ighg1 naa Tsyfléni In
10 and shilling 4

Numbers 20-179. These are formed by addition, using units
of twenty and adding numbers 1-19.

-~
1

14 shillings

usyova naa Jva 142
140 and 2

0s33 nadd igbdT ndd &dhyd enlmani 78 yams
60 and 10 and  yam 8



MAJOR WORDS 161

Numbers 180-199. These are formed by subtraction from dgbei
200.

lyel mo n'ugbéi 180
20 is~-not in 200

umbers 200-799. These are formed by addition, using dgbé
200 or asyi 400 as the base.

asyl naa usydni naa iva 502
400 and 100 and 2

Numbers from 800 onwards. These numbers are formed by multi-
plication in units of 400 and then addition.

asyl iva naa ugbél edél 1,000 people
400 X 2 and 200 person

Ordinal numbers. Except for 'first', ordinal numbers require
the noun odunemu (Or odundseml) order, occasion as either the
first or second element of a compiex head together with the appro-
priate numeral.

aki ddunésemi IniT fourth pot
pot  order

n
4
odunemt fOtomi eva second person
order head 2

The first ordinal requires the compound noun (of type 5a)
OSYlnadhu (1it. the one appearing the front) as the second element
of the complex head.

.amo osylnadhu first child
ehild of-appearing of-front

gko gsylnadhu first canoe

) Distributive numbers. These employ an AP type 4 (Section
9.5).

10.5. The Demonstrative

The demonstrative functions as the head of the simple NP
type 3 (Section 8.3) and as an attributive element of the simple
NP type 1 following the head (Section 8.2.1.1). It is distin-
guished from the noun since it may follow the numeral in the NP,
whereas the noun does not. Also when the demonstrative is func-
tioning as the head of the NP, it may be followed by only a
limited range of attributive elements (Section 8.2.3).

The class comprises the members listed below. Some of the
demonstratives have plural forms. For vowel harmony and concord
between the demonstrative and the noun, see Section 8.2.1.1.

(sg.) andé  this (p1.) Ind these

A

(sg.) &kd that (p1.) 1k&  those
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(sg.) ayd (p1.) 1yd (1yd) other near at hand
avie other out of sight
8nd, éna this kind (attributive only)
gvﬁ certain (attributive only)

The demonstrative avu is distinguished from the numeral avi one
since it may occur following a numeral (example 568).

Tone Patterns of Demonstratives. Some demonstratives have
different tone patterns, depending on their function. When func-
tioning as head, they have the tone pattern given above. When
functioning as an attributive, the following have the tone pat-
tern LL:

ano this ina these aka that ika those

ayo (sg.) iyo (pl.) other

Because there is a high juncture between the demonstrative
and the previous word (Section 8.2.1.1c), the initial tone of the
demonstrative is a HL glide.

(567) anamu &yo yi i te ni
Nn Dem
animal another came to reach cpl

Another animal arrived.
(568) 1 moni imo akieé  éni iva avi
Nn GenCon Num Dem
they see boys of-town our two certain
They saw a certain couple of boys from our town.
(569) © nd je ko évie

Dem
he go-to again call another

He went to call another (doctor).

(570) akie &ni éna n3
Nn Poss Dem Rf
town our this the

this town of ours

(571) Vnumi avu én6 al[na mi tdu kye bhal i mo
Nn Num Dem Rf RelCon

thing one this even which I will-take give you again is-not
There is nothing at all that I can give you.
See also examples 410, 413, 440.

10.6. The Interrogative

The interrogative functions as head of the simple NP type 4
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(Section 8.2.4). 1t is distinguished from the noun, since it
does not occur with any attributive elements and also since it
occurs only in interrogative clauses. The class comprises the
following members:

8dho  where? inwé7 how many? Tvo how?

iyo what? dvo which? dyo who?
For examples, see 275-279, 281-283, 442-445.

10.7. The Adverb
10.7.1. Function and Structure of the Adverb.

Adverbs! are descriptive of "sound, colour, smell, manner,
appearance, state, action or intensity"?, or indicate the attitude
of the speaker.

The adverb has a demarcative feature marking intensity. The
intense form is marked by reduplication, once or frequently twice,
or by a lengthening of the final vowel beyond the length of a
normal double vowel. The nonintense form is characterised by an
absence of lengthening or reduplication.

The lengthening or reduplication is analysed as a demarcative
feature of the word, since it distinguishes adverbs from other
words. (A verb may be reduplicated once when the clause is in
the secondary aspect {Section 5.7) but not twice.) The feature
is not analysed as part of the system of emphasis, since the
latter is restricted to declarative clauses (Section 5.4.3),
whereas the intense form of the adverb occurs in all types of
clauses. The feature is analysed as demarcative of the adverb
word and not of the AP, since in one type (2b) only part and not
the whole of the word is repeated. For this reason also, the
feature is not analysed as part of the secondary aspect (Section
5.7) where a complete phrase is repeated.

Adverbs are divided into two classes on the basis of their
function in clauses, and into two types according to their dif-
ferences in structure.

10.7.1. Classes and Types- of Adverbs

Class A. This class functions as the sole element of AP type
3 (Section 9.2.3). Semantically, adverbs of this class describe
sound and movement.

bhua indicates surprise
kpekékpékdkpéké in an unsteady manner

pUkamu sound of water lapping against the side
of a canoe

'Similar items are frequently termed 'ideophones' by other 1inguists.

2Cole, D.T., An Introduction to Tswana Grammar, Capetown 1955, p. 370.
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For examples from text see 505-511.

Class B. Adverbs of this class share characteristics with both
adverbs of Class A and with verbs. Like class A adverbs, adverbs
in this class have distinctive tones. They function in the periph-
ery of the clause following the NPo. Like verbs, they also func-
tion in the nucleus of the clause. They may occur with the post-
verbal dhe (Section 11.2), and with the completive particle ni and
the incompletive particle na (Section 5.4.1.4). When they function
in the nucleus of the clause, they bear the tone pattern marking
the mood, polarity, and tense of the clause. Their distribution,
however, js more limited than that of other verbs, as they do not
occur in imperative clauses.

Since their distribution completely overlaps that of class A
adverbs, but only partially that of verbs, and also since they
occur most frequently in the AP, they have been analysed as adverbs
with a dual function: as sole element of AP type 3 and as head of
the VP class A {Section 7.3.1).

Semantically, adverbs of this class describe appearance,
taste, manner, and smell.

o pépilé dhe It is really flat.
o menimeni ni It has become sweet.
am)ni kyakya ya The water is clear.
onwil eT dede ya His body is weak.

Type 1 Simple Root. This type consists of a simple root
without any reduplicated syllables of the following CV structures:

cvwy doo quietly
gaa very bright (of sun)
yil sound of something heavy falling
cvey kpériu bulging
kpliku of short stature
wasa splash! (sound of something falling in
CVCVCV bilomu pointed in shape water)
gblirodo clearly visible
wurimu sound of something heavy falling

Type 2 Root with reduplicated syllable(s). This type has
reduplicated syTlables in the root. The nonreduplicated form does
not occur.

Type 2a reduplication of one syllable:

cvey tete in a tottering manner

- - a a
vuvu in a hurried manner
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KT 1313

Type 2b reduplication of two syllables.
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in a ruffled state
dripping wet
In the intense form,

the two syllables are further repeated:

Nonintense form:

Intense form:
kpanékpane
ikl 1k
kwemukwdmu
ménimdni
wo 1dwolo

zygrizydri

kpekékp8ké in an unsteady manner
kpekskpékékpeks
in a furtive manner
of tall and slim stature
in a lively manner
being very sweet in taste
hurriedly

torn to shreds

10.7.2. TJone of Adverbs

There are three main tone classes with patterns which are
manifested with adverbs of four, three, or two syllables. In the
chart that follows, all the examples used have occurred in Section

10.7.1. The gloss is not repeated for reasons of space.
Adverb Tone Classes
Class CVCVCVCV cvcvey cv(c)v
A LLLL LLL LL
zyerizyeri wurumu yii
B HHHH HHH HH
i1k 1Tk bilomu doo
C LLHH LHH LH
wolowolo bhununu kpuku
10.7.3. The Adverb tuu

The adverb tyu until, for a long time has a more restricted
distribution than other adverbs. It does not occur sentence final-
ly, and within the clause it is always the final phrase. It is
analysed as an adverb rather than as a clause introducer in a com-
plex sentence for the following reasons:

(a) It may be followed by the sequential particle ka, whereas
the other clause introducers may not.

(b) It is frequently followed by a pause (clause introducers
are followed by a pause only when the speaker hesitates).
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(c) It may be lengthened or reduplicated for intensity (clause
introducers do not have any intense form).

(572) /// i ta tuu// ka I na te eda bd ///
they go till seq they go-to reach river big

They went on for a long time until they reached a big river.

(573) /// YV wuru tyu // 7 wuru dhe ///
they do till they do finish

They worked until they finished it.

(574) /// @ tou obho ke dhou nyoni n'Pnimu  tyu //
one take hand skim take put in thing till

ka o vure dhe ///
seq it end finish

It was skimmed off by hand and put into a tin until it was

all gone.
(575) /// 31ibd  konikoni  kpurikpurikpurt tyu // ani 411bo «--
tortoise fight fight struggling till wife of-tortoise

Tortoise struggled and struggled until his wife ...

10.8. The Preposition

The preposition functions as an obligatory element of AP type
1. This class has only two members:

n' at, in

tyu as far as, until

See Section 9.2.1 for examples.
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Minor words never function as the head of a phrase. They
comprise words which function as attributive elements of the NP or
of the VP, particles which function as syntagmatic features of a
unit, and exclamations which function as the sole element of the
marginal clause type 2.

11.1. The Preverbal

The preverbal functions as an attributive element of the VP
(Section 7.2). It follows the aspect particle nd incompletive
and the future particle si. Two classes of preverbals are distin-
guished on the basis of their function.

Class A has two members:
nd (go) in order to
7 (come) in order to

It is probable that formerly these were particles which
occurred only following ta go and yi come, respectively. Now
they very frequent]y occur without the preceding verb and have ac-
quired the meaning of the verb. In a simple VP, they occur preced-
ing the head. They may also occur preceding any verb in a com ound
VP (Section 7.4) and in any VP in a clause string (Section 5. 9? 7
is more restricted in its distribution in a compound VP or clause
string, occurring only initially or following the verb yi come,
whereas nd occurs initially and following any motion verb.

na has two allomorphs: né occurs immediately following the
third person singular pronoun functioning as head of the NPs; nd
occurs elsewhere. The vowel of ndé and of 7 harmonises with the
vowel quality of the following verb.

For examples see 376-379 (simple VP), 392-394 (compound VP),
and 330 (clause string).

Tone of the verb following class A preverbals. The preverbals
have h tone, and the tone of the verb which succeeds them is as
follows:

(a) In all clauses except those in the descriptive tense, the
final tone of the verb is L:

Aorist tense

verb only (3) rybhine (HHH) He played.
preverbal and verb (3) nd rybhing He went to play.
compound VP (ta go) (3) ta nd rubhing He went to play.
Positive imperative

verb only ribhine (LLH) Play!

preverbal and verb nad rgbhiné Go and play.

(b) In clauses in the descriptive tense the nonfinal tone(s)
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of the verb which are normally L, are H.
Descriptive tense

verb only {o) ribhine (LLH) He plays.
preverbal and verb (o) nd rybhine He goes to play.
compound VP (o) ta ns rubhine He goes to play.

Class B has three members:
i again
le in addition, again, always (see note below)
ma still, yet

When |e occurs in a clause in the negative indicative, it may
mean in addition, again Or it may mean always. The ambiguity is
resolved by the context. If the previous verb is negative, then
le means in addition, again. If there is no preceding negative,
then |e means always (See examples 576, 577).

i and le harmonise with the vowel quality of the following
verb. Class B preverbals usually occur preceding class A in the
VP, though le may occur following. A1l three members occur in a
simple VP and initially in a compound VP or a clause string, but
le is the only member that occurs medially in a compound VP or in
a noninitial clause in a clause string.

From the point of view of their tone (see below), class B pre-
verbals function as verbal prefixes, but they are analysed as free

forms and not as prefixes, as class A preverbals may occur between
them and the verb.

Tone of class B preverbals. They bear the initial tone of the
tone pattern of the verb root marking the polarity, mood, and tense
of the clause (Sections 5.4 - 5.6).

The future tense tone pattern is:

verb root 3 syllables 2 syllables 1 syllable
tone pattern hHL HL HL
verb only (o) mé He will agree.

(o) dire He will cook.

(o) Kk&fi1d He will cough.
preverbal and verb (o) le md He will agree again.
(¢) 18 diré He will cook again.
The descriptive tense tone pattern is:
verb root 3 syllables 2 syllables 1 syliable
tone pattern LLH LH H
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verb only (o) me He agrees.

(o) dire He cooks.

(o) kofilo He coughs.
preverbal and verb (o) 18 me He agrees again.

(o) 1& dire He cooks again.
Examples of class B preverbals:

(576) (8lendyi 4nd nd dhemu mo) // & / le dhyomu mo a //
VP
orange this the big not it again sweet not even

(This orange is not big.) It is also not even sweet.

(577) (o ki me &lendyi) // elendyi / le dhyomu //
VP

he give me oranges oranges  always sweet

(He gave me some oranges.) Orandes are always nice.

For further examples see 338 and 376-379.

11.2. The Postverbal

The postverbal functions as an attributive element of the VP
(Section 7.2). The postverbal class comprises the following mem-
bers:

dhe (p@dhe) finished, completely, thoroughly
me lst person singular object
wo 2nd person singular object

me and wo are naturally mutually exclusive. They may precede or
follow dhe (compare examples 578 and 581), but they follow the
longer form padhe (example 582).

The postverbals are analysed as elements of the VP and not
as pronouns or adverbs for the following reasons:

(a) They may be followed by the completive aspect particle
ni, whereas this particle precedes pronouns and adverbs.

Compare:

& kpei dhe me ni He has thoroughly washed me.
PostVb
0 kpei dhé nji el He has thoroughly washed him.
Pr
o kpei dhe n1 viovié He has washed it very thoroughly.
Adv

(b) The tone of the postverbal frequently depends on the po-
larity, mood, and tense of the clause (see below), whereas the
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tone of the other monosyllabic object pronouns and of adverbs re-
mains constant in all clauses.

dhe (padhe) is analysed as a postverbal and not as a verb,
since it never occurs as the head of a VP. The vowel of dhe,
me, and wo harmonises with the vowel quality of the preceding verb:

0 kpei dhe me He finished washing me.
o kpe dhe me He finished paying me.

Tone of postverbals. They bear the final tone of the tone
pattern of the verb root marking the polarity, mood, and tense
of the clause (Sections 5.4 - 5.6), except in descriptive clauses
where me and wo have L tone.

The future tense tone pattern is:

verb root 3 syllables 2 syllables 1 syllable
tone pattern hHL HL HL
verb only (o) mé He will agree.
(o) dirs He will cook.
(o) Kéfild He will cough.
verb and postverbal (o) me dhs He will completely agree.
(o) dfre dhé He will cook it
(o) dire padhé} thoroughly.
(o) kpe md He will pay me.
(o) géni wd He will look at you.
The positive imperative and descriptive tense tone pattern is:
verb root 3 syllables 2 syllables 1 syllable
tone pattern LLH LH H
Positive imperative
verb and postverbal mé dhe Agree to everything!
dird padhe Cook it well!
kpé me Pay me!
Descriptive tense
verb and postverbal (o) mé& dhe He agrees completely.

(o) diré padhe He cooks it well.
(o) kpe me¢ (L) He pays me.
(8) g&ni wd (L) He looks at you.
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(578) // 3 / zyi dhe me ni //
vP
they bury finieh me cpl

(When) they have finished burying me ...
(679) // & / nad te dhe / omu //

vpP
they go-to reach all  house

They all arrived at the house.

(580) // @ani &11bd / dire padhe / aki //
VP
wife of-tortoise cook  finish pot

Tortoise's wife finished cooking.

(581) // mi / si téu / enuma / tou ky wo dhd //
VP
I will take money take give you all

I will give you all the money.
(582) // amint / te padhe me ni //

VP
water reach finish me cpl

The water came right up to me.

For further examples see Section 7.3, examples 381 and 382.

11.3. The Adjective
11.3.1. Function and Structure of the Adjective

The adjective functions as an attributive element of the
simple NP type 1 (Section 8.2.1.1). A1l adjectives are derived
forms. There are three types:

Type 1. This type is derived from a noun. The initial vowel
prefix is deleted, but the tone of the prefix transfers onto the
final syllable of the preceding noun and so determines the type of
juncture which occurs between the noun and the adjective (Section
8.2.1.1c). If the prefix has a high tone, the juncture will be
upstepped high; if the prefix has a Tow tone, the juncture will be
neutral or low. Compare the following examples:

Noun Adjective Noun Adjective

obd bo omd bd big house
ogbéri gbéri oml gb&ri small house
Noun Adjective

odhia evil dhia evil

odhd old condition dhd old
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ofai newness fai new

ofliromi worthlessness, fliromi  worthless, empty
in vain

ogbé a few gbé few

1gbugb® thickness gbugbd  thick

TKirikirl all kKIrikirl all

ovie goodness via good

awd fresh condition wd fresh, live

Type 2 Verbal Adjective. This type consists of a class A
verb root with the nominalising suffix -mu. For allomorphs of this
suffix, see Section 10.2.2, Noun type 4.

Verb Adjective Meaning

dire diremu cooked

dorl doramii long

fu fuami white

karese karesemu strengthened
tunu tunamu sacrificed
wel we iamu spoken

Type 3 Compound Adjective. This type consists of two roots
which have fused. Only three examples occur in the data:

gberi-konyl very small (gbéri smail)
ki~kari very strong (kar1  be strong)
vio-vié very good (via good)

Juncture between Noun and Adjective. The juncture between a
noun and the following adjective is of three types: upstepped high
(h), low (L), or neutral (N). For details see Section 8.2.1.1.

h juncture: bd big, dhé old, dhid evil, wd fresh,
all type 2 adjectives

L juncture: gbé few

N Jjuncture: 3% new, gbéri small, vi& good

11.4. The Interrogative Modifier

The interrogative modifier functions as an attributive element
of the simple NP type 4 (Section 8.2.4). The class has only one
member: vo which. For full details and examples see Section 8.2.4.

11.5. The Reinforcer
The reinforcer functions as an attributive element of the
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simple NP types 1-3 (Sections 8.2.1-8.2.3) and of the VP (Section
7.5), and as a clause terminal in complex sentence types 17 and 18.
The class comprises the following members:

a also, even
bhod for a long time/way
Is) just, to the exclusion of all else

lou (loukpo) only, any, whatever

na the one already mentioned
nu in contrast, in particular
o indeed

The juncture between reinforcers and the previous word in the
NP is of two types: upstepped high or Tow.

h juncture: bhdd, 13, Iol, &, na

L juncture: a, nu

For examples of reinforcers see: noun phrase, 411, 413, 415;
verb phrase, 405-409; complex sentence, 194-199,
11.6. Particles

Particles function as syntagmatic features of a unit and not
as elements of a phrase. They have already been described in the
course of the analysis. For the sake of completeness they are
listed here with appropriate cross-references.

Aspect particles na, ni : see verbal clause (5.4.1.3)
Clause-introducers : see complex sentence
ee ga type 13, Comparison (4.4.13)
ga : type 11, Purpose (4.4.11)
laa : type 16, Dubitative (4.4.16)
kana types 5f and 12 (4.4.5 and 12)
na : type 10, Relative (4.4.10)
sa : types 9 and 14 (4.4.9 and 14)
Conditional particle na : types 9 and 14 (4.4.9 and 14)
Conjunction naa : see extended NP type 6 (8.3.6)
Construct marker na : see NP (8.2.1.3)
Definitive particle ni : see verbal clause (5.4.1.4; 5.4.3;
5.6.1)
Emphatic particle va : see verbal clause (5.4.3)

nominal clause (6.1.3)



Future particle si

Negative particles dhi
na
na
sa

Question introducer téne
Question terminals &, e, samu:

Sequence particle T
ka
Speech particle ga

Vocative particie )

11.7. Exclamations

see
see
see

5.4.

see
see
see
see
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verbal clause (5.4.1.2-3)
verbal clause (5.4.1.1)

verbal clause, subjunctive
1.2), imperative (5.5)

complex sentence type 14 (4.4.14)
nominal clause (6.1)

nominal clause, type 2c (6.2.3)
question sentence (4.6), verbal

clause, type 3 (5.6), nominal
clause, type 2 (6.2)

see
see

discourse (3.2.1)
discourse (3.2.1), complex sen-

tence (4.4), nominal clause (6.1.2,

6.2.

see

2)
discourse (3.2.1), complex sen-

tence type 6 (4.4.3), nominal clause
(6.1.2)

see

marginal clause, type 1 (6.3.1)

Exclamations function as the sole element of the marginal
clause type 2. See Section 6.3.2 for details and examples.
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This chapter presents an analysis of one of the Engenni
texts which forms part of the corpus of material on which the
foregoing analysis has been based. The text is a traditional
folk-tale. It has been chosen because it illustrates a wide vari-
ety of different constructions, despite quite a lot of repetition
which is characteristic of a folk-tale.

There is a high proportion of speech material in the text.
Most of the quotations are indirect. Direct quotations occur as
follows:

Sentences 11-12. In a dialogue between pig and tortoise,
pig's speech is direct, and tortoise's speech is indirect (see
Section 3.3.2).

Sentences 31-48. Almost all quotations are direct, as this
is the climax of the story.

The text does not have the customary introduction or con-
clusion of a folk tale (Section 3.1) since there was no audience
present at the time that it was recorded.

The first half of the text is analysed at all ranks; the
second half (starting with sentence 26) at clause and sentence
rank only. In the first half, the text is set out as follows:

line 1 The text with phrase and clause boundaries. Phrase
boundaries are shown by a single line /, clause bound-
aries by a double line //. Clause boundaries are
marked only within the sentence. Elsewhere clause and
sentence boundaries coincide.

line 2 A word-for-word English translation.

line 3 Details of the class and, where relevant, the subclass
and/or type of each word.

*1ine 4 Details of any rankshifted units functioning at phrase
rank. (Two lines if necessary.)

line 5 Details of the class and, where relevant, the subclass
and/or type of each phrase. Phrase and clause boundaries
are repeated on this line.

Tine 6 Analysis of the clause giving its type and also the
demarcative features, as these are frequently relevant
to the analysis of the sentence.

*1ine 7 Details of any rankshifted sentences functioning at
clause rank.

line 8 Details of the type and, where relevant, the subtype of
the sentence.

*Lines 4 and 7 are omitted when not relevant. Underlining
is used to show the extent of rankshifted units. Capital letters
are used for line 8.
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In the second half of the text, lines 3-5 are omitted.
Rankshifted clauses are enclosed in square brackets.

To save congestion in the analysis, the favourite class/type
of each unit is not described in full. Therefore unless otherwise
stated: Nouns are of class A (General) and type 1 (Simple); verbs
are of class A; the NP is simple and of type 1 (noun as Head); the
VP is of class A; the nominal clause is of type 1 (Declarative);
the verbal clause or verbal clause string is of type 1 (Declara-
tive), positive, indicative, in the aorist tense, and with neutral
primary and secondary aspect.

The chapter ends with a free translation of the text followed
by a full list of abbreviations used in the analysis, together with
others used in earlier chapters. When a sequence of abbreviations
is used they are to be understood as follows:

Adj:2 Adjective of type 2
NPs:?2 Nominal phrase of type 2 functioning as subject
NomC1:2¢c Nominal clause of type 2, subtype C

Single capital letters, e.g., A, B, refer to the class of the unit,
and numerals, e.g., 1, 2, to the type of the unit. A letter fol-
Towing a numeral, e.g., 2c, refers to the subtype of the unit.

1. alibd / ana oyd. 2. opilopo / ka edd7 kunamu {kwd.
tortoise one of-laziness pig seq person making farm
Nn Nn Nn Nn:2c part Nn Adj:2_Nn
GenCon GerunCon
NP/ NP NP / NP:5
NomC1:2 NomC1:2
SIMPLE SENTENCE SIMPLE SENTENCE
3. ka & / {1 kunu bhue / G(kwd akd naa adhya.
seq he s8eq make keep farm of-corn and yam
part Pr part TrVb TrVb Nn Nn  Prep Nn
NP:6
GenCon
NPs:2 / VPcomp / NPo
VbC1

SIMPLE SENTENCE

4. ka &bhurt / + yi / akie anami. 5. ka Tnumi avli a

seq famine seq come town of-animal  seq thing one even
part Nn part TrVb Nn Nn part Nn Num rf
GenCon
NPs VP NPo NPs ext:1
VbCi continued
SIMPLE SENTENCE on next

line
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na alibd nad@ imemini el si dhid & / mo.
which tortoise and children his will eat it is-not
part Nn Prep Nn:3 Pr part TrVb Pr Vb:B
RelCon
NPs ext:1 cont. from previous line / VP:B
VbC1:neg
SIMPLE SENTENCE
6. ka alibd / 1 vio / ominl eI / ta //
seq tortoise seq send child his go
part Nn part TrVb Nn Pr IntrVvb
NPs / VP / NPo / v //
VbC1 string
ga opilopd / kye / i / aka gbé naa @&dhya gbé //
so-that pig should-give him corn Llittle and yam little
part Nn:2 Ditr:Vb Pr Nn Adj:1 Prep Nn Adj:1
NPs / VP / NPol/ NPo?
VbCl:subj
rs Sentence: 1 continued on next line
ka oki / si kpé / n' udhé.
seq he will pay on next-day
part Pr part IntrVb Prep Nn
NPs:2 / VP / AP:1
VbC] :fut

rs Sentence continued from
COMPLEX SENTENCE: 11 (Purpose)

1ine above

The occurrence of the reflexive form oki as the third person sin-
gular pronoun shows that the final clause is dependent upon the

particle ga (Section 10.3.2).

7. ka opilopd / T
seq pig s8eq then give
part Nn:2 part TrVb-Nn:B DitrVb Pr

NPs / VP
VbC1 string
SIMPLE SENTENCE

8. ka o / te / wudhd //
seq 1t reach next-day
part Pr STrvb Nn
NPs:2 / VP / NPo //

VbC1 :des

/ AP:2/ WP /NPol/

bhue-enia / kye / 1 / akd naa &dhya na.
him corn and yam the

Nn Prep Nn rf
NPo?
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ka opilopd / 1 ta // ga alibé / kpe / 7 / enimd ]
seq pig seq go that tortoise should-pay him money his

part Nn:2 part IntrVb part Nn DItrVb Pr Nn Pr
NPs / NP /7 NPs / VP /NPo! / NPo?
VbC1 VbC1:subj

rs Sentence: 11 (Purpose)
COMPLEX SENTENCE: Sa Temporal

9. ka o / ta nd te // ka 3lIbSd/ T gu kye / T //

seq he go to reach seq tortoise seq promise give him
part Pr IntrVb Pre Intr part Nn part IntrVb Trvb Pr
Vb Vb
NPs:2 / VPcomp // NPs' /  VPcomp / NPo //
VbC1:des VbCl

rs Sentence: 5a Temporal

ga o / té6 ni / wudhd@ // ga 6 / le ta.

sp 1t reach cpl next-day sp he again should-go

part Pr TrVb part Nn part Pr PreVb Intrvb

NPs:2 / VP / NPo // NPs:2 / VP
VbC1:cpl VbCl:subj

rs Sentence: 1 (Sequential)
COMPLEX SENTENCE: 6a (Report)

10. ka o / te / wudhd // opilopd / t& nd te //

seq it reach next-day pig go to reach
part Pr TrVb Nn Nn Intrvb PreVb IntrVb
NPs:2 / VW / NPo // NPs / VPcomp //
VbC1:des VbC1 :des

rs Sentence: 5a Temporal

ka alibd / vye // ga ache T / wu i

seq tortoise cry ap relative his die epl
part Nn IntrVb part Nn Pr IntrVb part
NPs / vp // NPs / VP
VbhCl VbC1:cpl

rs Sentence continued
COMPLEX SENTENCE: 6a (Report)

11. ka opilopd / T wo kye /1 // ga kad // nd vyé
seq pig seq say give him 8p sorry do-not cry
part Nn:2 part IntrVb TrVb Pr part excl part IntrVb

NPs / VPcomp /NPo// - // VP
VbC1 MarCt VbCl:neg imp
COMPLEX SENTENCE: 6a (Report)

Change to direct quotation in the speech material is shown by the
occurrence of the imperative clause.
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12. / te ni / udh®& // ka mi / nd vyia //

it reach cpl next-day seq I ine come
Pr TrVb part Nn part Pr part IntrVb
NPs:2/ VP / NPo // NPs:2 / VP //
VbC1:cpl VbCl:des inc
rs Sentence: 5f (Temporal)
ka bhti/ kpe me / osa na o 13. 31ipd / me.
seq you pay me due the indeed tortoise agree
part Pr DitrVb PostVb Nn rf rf Nn IntrVb
NPs:2 / VP / NPo NPs / VP
VbC1 VbC1
COMPLEX SENTENCE: 1 (Co-ordinate) SIMPLE SENTENCE

Continuation of direct quotation is shown by the occurrence of
the first person pronoun.

14. ka o/ te / ow-awié // opilopo / ta né te //

seq it reach next-morning pig go to reach
part Pr TrVb Nn:5 Nn:2 IntrVb PreVb IntrVb
NPs:2 / v/ NPo // NPs / VPcomp //
VbC1:des VbC1:des
ka &libd / bidha ni 15, ka ® / 7 bhine // ga t&n@ 311bd.
seq tortoise travel cpl seq he seq ask sp where-is tort.
part Nn IntrVb part part Pr part IntrVb part Quint Nn
NPs / VP NPs:2 / VP // NP
VbCl:cpl VbC1 NomC1 :2c
COMPLEX SENTENCE: COMPLEX SENTENCE: 6a (Report)
5a Temporal
16. ka  imemini alibd / wei // ga alibo / na bidha.
seq children of-tortoise say sp tortoise ine travel
part Nn:3 Nn_ IntrVb part Nn part IntrVb
GenCon
NPs / VP // NPs / VP
VbCl1 VbCl:des inc

COMPLEX SENTENCE: 6a (Report)

17. &libd / ta ni / ekya / vya.
tortoise go cpl foreign~place 1is

Nn TrVb part Nn Vb:B
NPs  / VP / NPo / VP
VbCl string

SIMPLE SENTENCE
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18. ka opilopd / | pa // o / nd gbe.

seq pig 8eq leave he ine go-home
part Nn:2 part IntrVb Pr part IntrVb
NPs / VP //NPs:2/ VP
VbCl1 VbC1:des inc

COMPLEX SENTENCE: 7 (Immediate Action)

19. o/ te / ow-awid // ka 3libo / giri dhuu / &kya nd / yia
it veach next-morming seq tor. return follow foreign the come

place
Pr TrVvb Nn:5 part Nn IntrVb TrVb Nn rf IntrVb
NPs:2/vP/ NPo // NPs /  VPcomp / NPo / VP

VbC) :des VbCl string:des

rs Sentence: 5a (Temporal) continued on next line

// ka o/ T bhue-enia / wo kye / omini el //

seq he seq then say give child his

part Pr part TrVb-Nn:B IntrVb TrVb Nn:3 Pr

NPs / VP / AP/ \VPcomp / NPo !/
VbC1 string

rs Sentence continued from line above

ga opilopé/ yi nt / n' udhd // ga o/ s] vyé / syinimi.

sp pig come cpl on next-day 8p he will cry very-much
part Nn Intrvb part Prep Nn part Pr part IntrVb Adv:1
NPs / VP /  AP:1 // NPs:2 / VP / AP:3
VbCl:cpl VbC1:fut

rs Sentence: 5f (Temporal)
COMPLEX SENTENCE: 6a (Report)

This complex sentence consists of two rankshifted sentences, the
first of which has three clauses and the second two clauses.

20. o / s7 tlkpa kye / 7. 21. o/ st wéid // ga o / wiru / ivo

he will scold give him he will say sp it do how
Pr part IntrVb TrVb Pr Pr part IntrVb part Pr TrVb Int
NPs:2/ VPcomp / NPo:2 NPs:2/ VP // NPs:2/ VP / NPo
VbC1:fut VbC1:fut VbC1 :des
SIMPLE SENTENCE
// na Qki/ kpe / 1 / osd. 22. o / si vima kares8.
that he not-pay him debt he will vex make-atrong
part Pr DitrVb Pr Nn Pr  part IntrVb IntrVb
//  NPs:2 / WP  /NPo! / NPo? NPs:2/ VPcomp
VbC1:neg VbC1:fut

rs Sentence: 10 (Relative)
COMPLEX SENTENCE: 6a (Report) SIMPLE SENTENCE
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23. ka o / rii ni / énid // ka omini ef / kirese / 1 / 1a7 //
seq 1t pass cpl thus seq child his  should- him turn-

turn over
part Pr intr part Nn:B part Nn:3 Pr TrVb Pr TrVb
Vb
Nps:2/ VP / NPo // NPs / VP / NPo:2/ VP //
VbC1:cpl VbC1 string: subj
rs Sentence: 5f (Temporal)
ka 6 / tou / aka / nyoni //
seq he should-take corn put
part Pr Trvb Nn TrVb
NPs:2 / VP / NPo / VP //

VbC1 string:subj

ka &/ za gbd / n'églld na opilopo st yfa na.
seq he stay grind at time that pig will come the
part Pr IntrVb TrVb Prep Nn part Nn:2 part IntrV¥b rf

RelCon
NPs:2 / VPcomp / AP
VbC1:subj

COMPLEX SENTENCE: 1 (Co-ordinate)

24, ka opilopd / yi T te nt // ka &/ moni moni / ef.
seq pig come to reach apl seq he not-see not-see him
part Nn:2 IntrVb PreVb IntrVb part part Pr TrVb TrVb Pr

NPs / VPcomp // NPs:2 / VP /NPo:2
VbCl1:cpl VbCl:neg rep

COMPLEX SENTENCE: 5f (Temporal)

25. ka ominl ei / wel // ga kY / bidha vya.
seq child his should-say ep he travel 1is

part Nn:3 Pr IntrV¥b  part Pr IntrVb Vb:B
NPs / VP // NPs:2 / VPcomp:B
VbCl:subj VbC1

COMPLEX SENTENCE: 6a (Report)

26. adhe bhlue-enfa kirese wii // ka opilopd [ kwd // o nd ta.
day  then repeat dawn seq pig s8eq start he inc go
VbC1:des VbC1 VbC1:des inc
rs Sentence: 7

COMPLEX SENTENCE: 5a (Temporal)

27. opilopo ta nd te //
ptg go to reach
VbC1:des

ka omini  alibd wuru nu idhidna [31ibé wo kye ] na.

seq child of-tortoise do cpl how  tortoise say give him the
VbCl:aor cpl

COMPLEX SENTENCE: 5a (Temporal)
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28. & tou ni aka tou slise nygni bhue ni n'ogbo 3l1bd //
he take cpl corn take place put  keep cpl on back of-tortoise
VbC1 string:cpl

ka @ n za gbe. 29. ka opilopd 7 bhind // ga t&nd 3alibd.

geq he inc stay grind seq pitg 8eq ask ap where tor.
VbC1: des inc VbCl NomC1:2C
COMPLEX SENTENCE: COMPLEX SENTENCE: 6a (Report)
1 (Co~ordinate)
30. omini &1ibd wei // ga allbo na bidha.
child of-tortoise say s8p tortoise inc travel
VbC1 VbCl:des Tnc

COMPLEX SENTENCE: 6a (Report)

31. ka & T bhue-enia bhd // 31ibd ana oya.

8seq he 80  then scold tortoise one of-laziness
VbCl NomC1:1b
COMPLEX SENTENCE: 6a (Report)
32. Tnimt Avi a & monl  wuru. 33. 3llbo 1 kpé me 9sd me.
thing one any he not-able do tortoige will pay me due my
VbCl:neg (NPo is frontshifted) VbC1: fut

SIMPLE SENTENCE

The change to direct quotation in speech material is shown by the
occurrence of first person forms.

34. o ta &dho n'fnyd. 35. ka o m bo &niad na //
he go where on today 8eq he inc scold thus the
VbCl:inter nfut VbC1:des inc

SIMPLE SENTENCE

ka o T bhue-enia swai dhou ugyd [na omini &1ibd nd tdu
8eq he seq  then carry take stone which child of-tor. inc take
(NPo includes RelCon)
VbC1 string (continued on next line)

gbe akal n@ tou sy tuval. 36. ka 2libd bhue-enia bhaa
grind corn the take throw lose seq tortoise then return

VbC1 (cont. on next line)
COMPLEX SENTENCE: 5b (Temporal)

dhuu esyimu y¥ [na & tyvai dhe | nadl.
follow back come which they lose finish him the
(RelCon attributive to esyimu. The RelCon
usually immediately follows its antecedent.)
SIMPLE SENTENCE



186 CHAPTER 12

37.0 yi 1 te// ka & {1 bhue-enia wel // mi sT Kkpé wo ¢sa

he come to reach seq he so  then say I will pay you due
VbC1:des VbC1 VbC1:fut (cont.
rs Sentence: 5a on next line)
wo n'inya. 38.  enyi 39. me adhidhé
you on today yes I rich-man
MarC1:2 NomC1:1b
COMPLEX SENTENCE: SIMPLE SENTENCE SIMPLE SENTENCE

6a (Report)

40. m} tou ni enuma m¢ tou dyi bhue ni  n'uvdml  ugyo.
I take cpl money my take store keep cpl in inside stone
VbC1 string: cpl
SIMPLE SENTENCE

41. © bhue-enia bhine omini el // ga t8né ugyd na.
he then ask child his  sp where stone the
VbC1 NomC1:2c
COMPLEX SENTENCE: 6a (Report)

42. & { weV // ga opilopo na vima. 43. o nd tbhkpad ku wod.

he so say sp pig ine vex he ine upbraid give you
VbCl VbCl:des inc VbC1:des inc
COMPLEX SENTENCE: 6a (Report) SIMPLE SENTENCE

44, k2 d [ pa dhou ugyo nd tou sy tuval.
seq he then Lift take stone the take throw lose
VbC1 string: aor
SIMPLE SENTENCE

45, 3a11bd tyi // 3k1 wu nd. 46. opilopo.
tortoise shout he die cpl pig
VbC1 VbC1:cpl MarCl:1
COMPLEX SENTENCE: 6a (Report) SIMPLE SENTENCE
47. gwa na wa syie me ugyo me.
right! go-to search bring me stone the

VbCl string: imp
SIMPLE SENTENCE

43. Bsyia ka &8syl [na ml dyi bhue ni entmd m&l.
place seq place which I store keep cpl money my
NomCl:1b (RelCon as attributive of 2nd NP)
SIMPLE SENTENCE

49. ka opilopd | kwa // o nd ta nd wa. 50. 3 wa ugyd na.
seq pig seq start he ine go to search  he search stone the
VbCl VbCl:des inc VbCl

COMPLEX SENTENCE: 7 (Immediate Action) SIMPLE SENTENCE



TEXT 187

51. & 1 moni. 52. & wa wa ugyo nd.53.6 | moni.
he again not-see he search search stome the he again not-

VbC1:neg VbCl:rep VbCl:neg see
SIMPLE SENTENCE SIMPLE SENTENCE SIMPLE SENTENCE
54. opilopd kwa // ¢ nd ta nd ko égweé omu el //

ptg start he ine go to call people of-house his

VbC1 VbCl:des inc

T yi i dhuu el wa. b55. ] nd wa na //
they should- to follow him search they inc search the

come VbCl:subj VbC1:des inc

rs Sentence: 11
COMPLEX SENTENCE: 7 (Immediate action)

ka alibd nad ominl e ya n' 8syimu // | nd za gbdia.
8eq tortoise and child his are at back they inec stay laugh
VbCl VbC1:des inc

rs Sentence: 5
COMPLEX SENTENCE: 5b (Temporal)

56. | nd 23 gbdl opilopo.
they ine stay laugh pig
VbCl:des inc

SIMPLE SENTENCE

57. atye ed8T geni edsi // | na gbél bhie.
each person look person  they inc laugh keep
VbC1 VbCl:des inc
COMPLEX SENTENCE: 7 (immediate action)

58. ka &s3 4&libo na nad opilopo nd T dhuu ésyia ril.
seq debt of-tor. the and pig the so follow there pass

VbC1
SIMPLE SENTENCE
59. ka 3libd i wel // ga opilopd ty-vai n enima .
seq tortoise seq say that pig lose cpl money his
VbC1 VbC1:cpl
COMPLEX SENTENCE: 6a (Speech)
60. & dhuu énid yia // ki 4 i kpe opilopo osa 1.
it follow thus come he too again not-pay pig due his
VbCl:ref VbC1:neg

COMPLEX SENTENCE: 8 (Reason)

Free Translation

) The numbers of the corresponding sentences in the text are
given in parentheses at the beginning of each sentence.
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(1) Tortoise was a lazy person; (2) pig was a farmer.
(3) Pig had made a farm of corn and yams. (4) Then famine came to
the animals' town. (5) There was nothing for tortoise and his
children to eat. (6) So tortoise sent his child in order that pig
should give him a 1ittle corn and a few yams and he would pay
the next day. (7) Pig then gave him the corn and yams. (8) When
the next day came, pig went with the intention that tortoise should
pay him his money. (9) When he arrived, tortoise persuaded him to
come again the following day.

(10) The next day when pig arrived, tortoise cried that a
relative of his had died. (11) So pig said to him, "I'm sorry,
don't cry. (12) I will come tomorrow and you can pay me your
debt." (13) Tortoise agreed.

(14) The next marning when pig arrived, tortoise had travelled.
(15) So pig asked where tortoise was. (16) Tortoise's children
said that tortoise was travelling. (17) He was away in foreign
parts. (18) So pig set off for home.

(19) The next morning when tortoise returned from foreign
parts, he told his child that when pig came the next day, he would
create a big scene. (20) He would scold him. (21) He would ask
why he (tortoise) wouldn't pay him what was owing. (22) He would
rant a Tot. (23) Because of this, his child should turn him over
and put corn on him and should be grinding at the time that pig
would come. (24) When pig came he would not see him at all. (25)
His child should say that he (tortoise) was travelling.

(26) When day dawned pig set off. (27) When he arrived,
tortoise's child had done what tortoise told him. (28) He had
taken some corn and put it on tortoise's back and was grinding.
(29) Then pig asked where tortoise was. (30) Tortoise's child
said that tortoise was travelling. (31) Pig then scolded, saying,
"Tortoise is a lazybones. (32) There is nothing he can do. (33)
Tortoise will pay me what he owes me. (34) Where did he go to-
day?" (35) As he was scolding like this, he picked up the stone
on which tortoise's child was grinding the corn and threw it away.

(36) Tortoise came back from behind where he had been thrown
away. (37) When he came he said, "I will pay you what I owe today.
(38) Yes, I will. (39) I'ma rich man. (40) I have taken my money
and kept it inside a stone." (41) Then he asked his child where
the stone was. (42) The child said, "Pig was angry. (43) He was
scolding you. (44) Then he picked up the stone and threw it away."
(45) Tortoise shouted that he was ruined. (46) "Pig! (47) Now
then, go and look for my stone and bring it to me. (48) That is
where I have kept my money."

(49) So pig set off to go and look. (50) He Tooked for the
stone, (51) but he didn't find it again. (52) He looked and
looked for the stone, (53) but he didn't find it again. (54) Pig
set off to go and call his family to come and search with him.
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(55) As they were searching, tortoise and his child were in the
background laughing. (56) They were laughing at pig. (57) They
looked at each other and kept laughing. (58) So pig's and tor-
toise's debts wereequalised. (59) Tortoise said that pig had

thrown away his money. (60) Therefore he wouldn't any more pay

pig what he owed him.



ABBREVIATIONS

The following 1list includes all the abbreviations used in the
analysis of the preceding text, together with others used in ear-
lier chapters.

Adj
Adv
aor

AP

cpl
decl
def
Dem
des
DitrVvb
emp
excl
foc
fut
GenCon
GerunCon
imp
inc
ind
Int
inter
IntMod
inten

IntrVb
LocCon
MarCl
neg
nfut

Adjective NomC1
Adverb Nn
Aorist tense NP
Adverbial phrase NPext
Completive aspect NPo
Declarative Num
Definitive particle part
Demonstrative pos
Descriptive tense Poss
Ditransitive verb PostVb
Emphatic particle Pr
Exclamation Prep
Focus aspect PreVb
Future tense Qulnt
Genitive construct QuTer
Gerundive construct ref
Imperative rep
Incompletive aspect

Indicative rf
Interrogative RelCon
Interrogative clause rs
Interrogative modifier subj
Intensive secondary Sen
aspect TrVb
Intransitive verb Vb
Locative construct VbAdj
Marginal clause VbC1
Negative VP
Nonfuture VPcomp
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Nominal clause

Noun

Nominal phrase
Extended nominal phrase
Nominal phrase object
Numeral

Particle

Positive

Possessive

Postverbal

Pronoun

Preposition

Preverbal

Question introducer
Question terminal
Referential tense

Repetitive secondary
aspect

Reinforcer
Relative construct
Rankshifted
Subjunctive
Sentence
Transitive verb
Verb

Verbal adjective
Verbal clause
Verbal phrase
Compound verbal phrase
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