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IORIiWORD
'lhis work originates from a two-month period of field work among the Dahalo

in tlrc Lamu District (Coast Province, Kenya), in January-March 1988. It was made
lu,ssible by a scholarship granted by the Isdnlto ltalo-Africano. The main aim of my
N{ 'rk was to collect material on the morpho-syntax of the language, a cenain amount
,l lcxicon having already been presented by Ehret (f980), in his reconstruction of

l'r ,r( Fsouth-Cushitic, and olhers. The morphology had already been dealt wifi (in thc
r ,( erative framework cunent ir! the 7Os) by Elderkin (especially 1974).

My principal infomant was Dawa Hamadi, at that time 30 years old, niece of
,,0( of Zaborskirs (1986) informants. Although she had been living in lamu town for
,ri.rrry ycars, she was bom in the area of Mkunumbi and was fluent in Dahalo. Like
,ri,,sl l)ahalo (as a matter of fact, all tiose I met), she was bilingual in (Amu) Swahili and
tx,ke oo other language.

'fhe research was carried out in Lamu lown and in the surroundinq areas of
rlokowe and Mkunumbi.

. . '  )( ] IOLINGUISTIC NOTES
'l'he sociolinguistics and the history of Dahalo lie beyond the scope of the

,,( scot work. Notes on these subjects can be found in Nurse (1986) and in Tosco
l'/)(D: the latter specifically deals with the issue of Dahalo as a minority language,

t,r, , l r :r tr ly on rhe verge of ext inct ion.
Dahalo is spokefl in the Lamu district of Coast Province, Kenya, by former

l,,rrtcr-gatherers which partly turned to a sedentary exislence in recent years.
Conceming lhe actual number of Dahalo speakers, it is calclllated in ,'a few

r,Lrrrrlrcds" by Ehret (1980: 12), while Zaborski "could estimate abour 280 of them
1,, 'ugh fhc upper limit may be about 400" <1987 223-4). \ve think that the figure of
r (r crnnot greally exceed l}le truth: in the peripheral (for the Dahalo people) area of
\1, )li{)we we met in one occasion about 50 of them, and we were told that many morc
,\ (11 in lhe same area.

Official stalistical data are unreliabler the Kenya Populatjon Census tepo(s the
rl nr( affiliation without regard to the actual language(s) spoken by the communities,

,,r,1, rnoreover, in the case of $e Dahalo the ethnic affiliarion is concealed under thc
\ ( r tcrm of rrsanye-Boni", applied for the Boni of rhe Lamu Disrricr, rhe \gaak of

,, 1 :rna ltiver and Kilifi Districts and the far less numerous Dahalo.'l-he samc confusion is found in Tucker, Bryan and lvoodburn (1,977:3'lD,
, l r t  rc l)ahalo is consideredrrone of the socal led'SANYE dialecB. sDoken in coasBl
" ' licts non]l of Mombasa in Kenya", tierefore putting the Dahalo together with rhe
r .,.r(:r, actually spcaking an Oromo dialect.

Among  the  Daha lo  t hcmse l ves ,  wh i l e  t he  t e rm  "Daha lo "  ( d ' ohd6 |o ;
,,,l lrtive M: gl!hiq!.]4.1D is undemtood, it js nevcr used, and rle Dahalo prcrcnd
L rr it rneans I'slaveo in their own language (but my informants wcre not able to
r, lr)r:r le oo this point, such as to give plural forms, etc.);  thcy further say that
, ,lr:rl(t' is a rerm uscd by lhe Swahili, !o which Lhey return referring to the Swahili as

' ,, lizg (singulalive M: &ti.q!EgLD, which v,'ould Iikewise mean "slaves".'Ihe Dahalo we mei always referred to thcmselves as d-liLg (Singulativc Ml
J 'li!-!_O; ir is probable that rhis is jusr rhe name of a section of the people, as rhe
'il',r,r:lnts wcre also very firm in saying that, while all the Daako are sedentary, not all
I t '  l ) :rhalo arc Da^ko; they furthermore demonstated to understand the prccisc
' r,,Lisical value of the term "Saoye'r, applying ir wi$ preference to the lit e groups
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of hunte$ which live only in the bush and do not practice the clltivation. This sha.p
sociological distinction between the two groups is ;ot accompanied, we were assured,
by any practical dialectal difference (which remains uninvestigated), but we have been
told_on many occasions that dialect variability is minimal-between the D groups,
involving abov€ all the lexicon (more Southein gloups having beeo influen"ced by
Pokomo and Elwana). The question seems therefore to be relate"d to the languages oi
the peoples e,,irh which -different groups of Dahalo speakers come intJ contacr,
resulting in a panially different compositjon of lhe very mixed Dahalo lexicon, in
which a great deal of Somali, Ororno, Swahili and olher Bantu lanquaqes loans are
found, togetier with ancestral words of probable Khoisan origin, as ian 

"be 
argued by

the presence of two clicks.

The people we interviewed used occasionally for themselves the denominatioo
of ouho o* itsteo ,'Little people,,; on the other side, the denominatjon of ggi_q
odr inoon i C'People of the Outside',) reported by Elderkin 0974: 2) was unknown.'Ilhe language was called simply ?'i fo gihooni,,thelanguageofthepeople,,.

I shall not deal here with classificatory problems: Dahalo is generally
considered Sourh-Cushiric, but a number of scholais have never considera Ehret,s
(1980) recons!ructed Proto-South-Cushitic above suspicion. personall, I prefer to sec
in Dahalo an East-Cushiric language, possibly linked with yaaku (rosco: tpSj).

xiii
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\I 'I1] ON TRANSCRIMON
ln the Dahalo texts, . I , and . I I . represent, respectively, ashonandalong

tr.llrsc io the informantrs speech; . + . stands fol a morpheme boundary'
In the traoslatlon, round brackets are 'emic" and contaio literal tanslatlon ancl

,,rlrcr material which is redundant in the target language, while square brackets are
'r'li('r aod are used for additions or other material needed in the target Ianguage and
'r )t present in the original.' 'l he occasional "philological" notes to the texts aim in no way to be exhaustive;
I lrxvc not investigated to any depth the cultural and historical framework of the texts,
\\ lrich remains b€yond the scope of the present work.

D material in phonetic (not phonological) fanscription, or derived throngh the
.'trl)lication of optional phonological rules, is put between square brackets (see also
| | 2.1.). Archimorphemes are put beween braces.
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I .  P  H  O N  O L O G Y
I.1. SEGMEMAL PHONOLOCY
Ll.l The segmenrs
L1.1.1. Prelirninaries: Previous studies
Previous studies on Dahalo have pointed out the richness of the D phonological

rtrl(.rn, but have failed to distinguish accurately between phonemes and allophones
,,1 l)ure" D and lhose of unassirnilated or partly assimilated loans. It now seems
tUssil)lc both to reduce the number of D phonemes and to remove some tDological
, x f( fir ics of Elderkin's (1974 and, 197A and Ehret,s G 98o) rrearrnenrs.

a) Ehrct (1980)
Ehrer (1980: 126), after having expounded his leconstruction of the

|hrrnological history of D (which lies outslde the scope of our work), aftives at a
' , r sonantal chart consisting of the following 51 phonemes:

D

b d
p t
p
f
B ,  u  5

ss " f
k k - ?
k '  k - '  h

h

d '
d d z l
!  t s  +  /
t '  t s '  t l '

j '

J
E
c '
5

T
t J s s

n
o o l l z

[l

"b
lit

r ,  d l

(typographically modified according ro our sysrem (see below, I.1.1.2.); ar this
tx 'iot, lve do not separate borrowed phonemes from inherited ones).

b) Elderkin (1974) and (1976)
Elderkinrs account of D phonemes ls made difficult by the theorerical - and

t, (lxy rather obsolete - approach adopted, namely that of generative phonology. To
I lrcls inventory Elderkin (in his skerch of Southem Cushiric (1975:291)) adds:
r ,  ' r r r  l 3b iove la r s :  / " d ' / , / + * / , / l a " ' / , /  / -  / |
,  ' rr  glottal ized: /g' l ;
tr\tl,fio lly, /rJ/ and /g/t
$ hilc from EhreCs inventory Elderkin subtracts /v/ (l).

'fhus, 
we ar ve at a 57-member invenlory.

Ehret, Elderkin and Nursers (f989), a',Dahalo Lexisi, containing all previously
t'rrlrlished as well as unpublished lexical data, has this same inventory, with the
',1(lirion of /v/ for a loanword (2).

c) Tucker, Brt'an and \yoodbum (1977)
only 39 consonants have been recorded by these authors, bur lhis more

,,,, xlcst number has not avoided the indusion of allophones, while rue phonemes
r,.rvc l)een ignored, the labiovelars being the most notable case, as well as plain /b/.
llr(, lranscription is totally unreliable and impressionistiq but it shows, for example,
1ll( lluctuation between voiceless and voiced stops (e.g., /ddBo, 16B0/ rhand't),
s hi(t more sophisdcated analysis would have missed.
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_ Leaving aside Tucker, Bryan and !(oodburn (1977), the most notable feanire of
the other inventories is lheir extraordinary richness: similar affays of consonanF a.e
always suspicious (cl Sasse (19811 204) abou! the ofooosed consonaot charts for
Proto-South Cushiric and proro-Cushiric) and rhis impres;ion is funher srrengrhened
on closer ocamination:

l) in Ehretrs account, D hase both a t>ilabial (/R/) and a labiodenral (/rrl)
fricative, which would make D a udqJE in the languages of rhe world (cl Maddieson:
19a4 46); ir is possible ro ger rid of / B/ a,nd, / 5/, by considering rhem allophones
(derived by an apposite PR; see below) of the occlusives /b/ and /d/ _ Nothine in our
data scems to counter this solution.

2) D is desc.ibed as possessing both dental (transcribed by lhese aulhors as
/ A/ , / \/) ard ^lveol^r (/ d/ , / t /) srops, which, especially when coupled wirh other
phones produced in the same area with a mannei difference (such as rhe alveolar
implosive /d'l_and ejecttve /t'/, and the denral fdcatve /5/), rnakes the D sysrem
ar least unusual (cf. Maddieson: 1984: 32).

Ehret (1980) reconsrucB PSC phoncmes for both the alveolar and the cemal
occlusives (in our transcdprion, /4/, /L/ and. /d/, /I/, rcspecuvely; note thar we
mark (with /=/) ^lveol^r\ty, and nor dentality (as both Ehrer and Elderkin do): rhis
both on the basis of the larger diffusion of dental gL alveolar occlusives in the
languages of the world (3) and of rle status of rhe alveolarc in D as minority loan-
phonemes- Moreover, only dentzls have a role in lhe morphology of D).'Without 

enlering inlo the reconsFuction of pSC pioposed by Ehret, ir suffices
to note that to reconstruct an alveolar a(icllation for pSC plain / d/ . / l / does not
seem jusrified (Cushiric as a whole knows dentrls rarher $an alveolarsj: !hen, rn oroer
lo account for the real situarion of D (in which overwhelmingly more dentals than
alveolars are found; indeed, only dentals occlr in derivation), Ehret proposes a rule
(^. 2.2, Fig. 6b) that changes PSC alveolars to D dcntals. A preliminary, maybe
simplisric counter-solurioo could instead ber pSC had only denrals, which changed ro
alveolars owing to Banhr influence in all SC languages except D (which has never been
tolally sofiounde^d by Bantu); rhen, alveolars crept jnto D, again rhrough Banru
lnllucnce (even 'i we cannot always trace back loday the origin of loans), with the
result that wc have today both dentals and alveolars. This may also permi! us !o
eliminare PSC ,/dy / ^nd, x/tyl (Ehrer admirs th^t./ dy / is doubrtul). Natura y, rhis
solution undermines the suggested pSC origin of those D words containtng rne
arveolats.

Other phonemes reported in previous accounts have not been met withl
/ "d* /(one irem in Ehrer, Elkderkin, Nurse 0989), / g' / (i^ nedial posirion), /ts* ,/

(one item), / "g'l (one irem), / "j / (five irems), / /" / (four items).

_ By .saying that phonological systems such as those proposed for D are
typologically implausible, we do nor imply that rhey are impossible; we jusr mcan !o
suggest rhat the "slrangeC, a proposed phonological sysrem is (borh in !ern$ of irs
size and of its inte.nal arrangement), the more it must be looked at suspiciously ano
be justified.

_ Now, rhe phonological sysrem of D is ind€ed rich and asynrmetrical, and rhese
characteristics are a function of the mixed naturc of its lexicon, in which the multiple
borrowings have nor (yet) been equally absorbcd.
In other_words, it is simply unrealistic to look at the .sounds' of D as consliluting a
system: they do not, because differcnt systems are always present in any ulterance oJ a

J

t , , l ) t .rkcr. As is probably rhe case in any bi- or mulr i l ingual community, the
','[|(laries belween the systems, initially strongly perceived by the speakers,

l r,hr:rlly fade away, as one of the systems conquers new cofitmunicative fieldsr while
, rlrr first phas€ the loans are adapted to the phonological system of the target-
rllu.rric, gradually, as more and more loans creep in, they are simply stored,

,,.rrr;rlyzcd. In othe. words, when looking ar D phonology one has to distinguish
" r\\'ccn lefuIrtiElgt and E e$dyttrIlel, and lheir respeclive phonological systems.
r1,,. I.r.r lhar fiLany "D phonemes0 have a very low phonological weighr (see below,
| .l .l l.) is, in our opinion, ro be ascribed to lhe loan origin of a large pan of D
'.rl,ularyj while it is not always possible lo sepalate lrue phonemes from allophones

',i,1 t)lrones occl]r.ing only in foreign, unnativized material, it is interesling to note
rt .r rnuch more reduced inventory is auained by considering only those phonemes

' lLL( lr can occuf in final position in verbal srerns (see below, 1.1.2.2.2.) ().
()lher differences between ours and Derek's and Elderkin,s systems can surely

'' .rsrribed !o the different localizarion of the field work, which enabled rhem to
,,r ' r{ l  borrowings from foreign languages which are total ly unknown to oua
l,l, 'Ilrlnts (at least Ciryama and lhe Orma dialect of Oromo, maybe pokomo). If, on
i , ,)rrc hand, these languages reduce the impact of Swahili on D, on the othe. they
,,1,1 cw phonemes to an already rich inventory.

l  l l  lhe phonemes
'lhe phooemic inventory of Lhe variery of D described is made up of 50

',,r, nants and 10 vowels.
'I he following cha( stztes lhe pronunciation of consonantal phonemes where

, ' t)lriDological rule operates:



STOPS:
implosives
volceo
voiceless
eJecuves
clicks
nasa$
prenasal.

AFFRICATES
implosive
voiced
voiceless
ejective
prenasal.

vl I .

ss*
k k ' ?
k '  k ' '

VITI.vt .I I I ,n. IV.

b '  d '
b d d
p t !
p '  t '

n n r
"b "d, "/ "d "s "s-

J '
d z  d l  j

x

t s '  C '
'dz "j

FRICATIVES
voiced u
voiceless I

TRILL

LATERALS
voiced
voiceless
eJecuve

CLIDES u,

n

I
+

',

Notes:
a) colurnns are arranged according to fie following anicllation points;
L bilabials/labiodentals
IL dentals
IlL alveolars
Iv. (alveo)palatals
v. velars
VI. labialized velars
VIL pharyngeals
VIII. glonals

b) phonemes separated by a cornrna have the same aniculation point;

c) for typographical reasons, both ejective and implosive aniculation are marked by /
' 

/ following the symbol of the corresponding plain phoneme, though a more
correct tmnscription would be /' C/ for implosives and /C'l for ejectives (the timing

5

n rhc release of the glottal and the oral occlusions being the opposite in the two
. ,  r r cs ) ;

lt / 
^c/ 

rnlrks a prenasalized consonant, the nasal element b€idg homorganic with
'r, , .  I i t lowing C; thus, / 'bl  is properly [nb]. To consider the /"C/ phones as
.,,lrcnces N + C would entail the looseninS of the coostraint which prohibits long
','scls before consonaot sequences (see L1.3.4.): long vowels do occur before

"L /'s, as in the (Nonhern) Swahili loans trgg-flg "finge/', t-Llilllg "needle",
I 'J| l !u"club-; /oo^C/ sequences are missing.

' t / dl / is a voiced lateral alveolar affricate (more properly it should be transcdbed
,l  |)

'Ihe vowel system of D is rnadc up of 10 elements: short /o/, /e/, / i /, /o/,
, t, tnd long / oo /, / ee /, / i i /, / oo /, / uu /), rc lized, as follows:

/o/ : short central open; neutral posture of the lips I a J;
/e/ : short half-open front vowel; spread lips I e J;
/ i/ : shon close front vowel; spread lips I i J;
/o/ : shon half-open back vowel; rounded lips I o J;
/u/ : shon close back vowel; rounded lips I u ];
/ool I long cenral open; neurral posture of *re lips I a: ];
/ ee/ : longhalf-open front vowel; spread lips { e: l;
/ i i/ : long close front vowel; spread lips I i: ];
/ oo/ : longhelf-open back vowd; rounded lips I o: J;
/uul : long close back vowel; rounded lips I u: J.

11.1.2.1. Free allophones and foreign phonemes
A few Ban[u words have retained a syllabic nasal: lnjfuilflog "king", nku I I ino

'!  rrrcC', hsi izo "food st irr ing st ick".
[z] occurs only in unassimilated Bantu words, and is optionally rlatrvized es / d/ .

r r : r kod i  -  k6s i ko l z l l " d r yseason"  (<  Sw .  koskoz i ) .  wedo  no t  cons ide r  i t

/ "d / - which occurs only in loans from Nonhern Swahili - freely alternates in
,r informants' speech with [ "{n1 and ["nJ (as it does in Amu and Baraawa dialects

, \sxhi l i ) .

L1.1.2.2. Cemination
Sequences of two identical (either original or derived tfuough assimilation rules)

' llrrcnls are articulated as a single geminate phone; they are nevertheless
1,, ,rx )logically two phonemes (i.e., they do not violate dle phonotactic rules, d.
|  , ' 2 . ) .

Most D consonants can be geminated, and gemination plays an important role
, v.rl)al morpholoty.
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Gemination is excluded for some phonemes of limited occurrence (cf.
1.1.2.2.1.) ̂nd for others whose absence as geminates is probably accidental (due to
incompleteness of the dara); in panicular, the following phonemes have not been
observed as geminates:
/ b ' , /  (wh i ch  occu rs  rn i n l y  i n  i n i l i a l  pos i r i on ) , / t / , / k - ' / , /X , / ,  /  j  / ,  / d l  / ,  / l e ' / ,
/ 9 /

For some phonemes geminatioo is attested only in those paredigrns where
consonant gmdation in 3M applies (see IL2.3.4.2.1.), as
/s/ (last stem-consonant in -h::rto pull"),
/9/ (last stem consonant in bq!!:rrto mention"),
/t | '/ (last stem-consonant in !qLL:: "to retum" and iunt | '- "to chewr'),

or in frequentative (reduplicaled) sterns (see 11.2.2.2.6.), ^s:
/ l /  i^ lol lool- ( f tom &gI: "to break,,),
/ / / in /!/U\!k: (from /uuk- "to fill"),
/h/ in bgbi!!!-i-l- (from i$.!: "to mention"),
/p' l  in o'uoo'uf ud- (from !_!I l ] ! :  \o pierce").

Gefii^ te /t' / is attested only in the probable loan hqL:L! "only'.
Finally, prenasalized consonants do not occllr as geminates.

ceminates are transcribed by doubling the sign of the single phoneme, but
note that geminate sequences of phonemes for which geminatioo shows up as
prolonged articulatory posture of a stop element are transcribed by doubling the sign
of the stop only; therefore:
a) affricates:
d z  +  d z  - - - >  d d z ,  t s  +  t s  - - - >  t t s ,  t  l '  +  t l '  - - - )  t t l ' ;

b) labialized velars:
g -  *  g -  - - - )  9S ' ,  k "  +  k '  - - - )  kk - ;

c) implosive and ejective stops and affricatesl
C '  +  C '  - - - >  d C ' ,  d '  +  d '  - - - )  d d ' ,  k '  +  k '  - - - )  k k ' ,  p '  +  p '  - - - 1

p p "

t '  +  t '  - - - )  t t ' .

L1.2. Phonotactics
L1.2.1. Introduction
Under ahe heading of phonological rules, both the rules of allophonic

rcalizalion and fully automatic rules of phonemic substitution are covered. As only
exceptionless rules (which operate whenevcr lhe requiremenls of lheir slructural
description are met) link surface and underlying forms, all the rich morphology of D
will be accounted for by morphophonemic, i.e. morphologically- or lexically-
govetned des. \(rhen comparing this approach (which is, roughly speaking, tha! of
Natural Phonology) to the one adopted by Elderkin (1974) in his description of verbal
aod oominal morphology of D (the approach of "standard" Ceneradve Phonology),
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',,( l:rn note that in our approach many insights and Seneralizations inevirably get
'.r, I'u! rhe transcription remains sufficiently close to phoneric form and phonemic

:',rr lrological realicy to be readable, and all imaginative and arbitrary reconstruction is

whenever adherence to $e phonetic output of the rules is required, we shall
',t thc relevant linguistic material between square brackets (if decessary with
,,r'rc,rce !o the relevant rule and a morphophonemic transcription between oblique
,,, ,k,,s) d).

1.1.2.2. Phonotactics
In the following, "word" stands for "phonological word" (graphically,

\r''ythiog which is separared by blanks io transcription):
a. all words begin with one and only one consonant;
b. all words end in (one shon) vowel;
c. the only consonaot clusters admitted are lhose lnadc up of a nasal and an

,llv, )iccd following element;
d. no sequences of non-homorganic vowels occllr.

In D words, a sequence of rwo non-homorganic vowels is found in !L:g! "pot"
,,r I in l-riq "path".

Exception to the above must also be made for the Bantu unassimilated loans
.\rrh long final vowel (iomoo "family), syllabic nasal-initial clusters (cf. I.1.1.2. above)
,'rl non-homorganic sequences of vowels (such as io gll ,,or,', OllL ntown,').

Clusters N + C (where N is homorganic to C) are found both in patent loans and

" 
I) vocabulary''. The following clusters have been met:

' , ' f l  ;  ex.,. I-UDI: "to chew"
'r,p/ ; ex.: l-lm-L.ld:,!o blow one's nose-

",k/ 
; ex.: -o!-q "cLitoris"

,'k" / ; ex., -I_q_0_klj_d: ',to bend,,
'r,t / ; ex.: SjgLi!: 'rto show"
'',! 

/ ; ex.: olitrls I'farm"
'rt '  /  :  ex i  l ! ! l - : :" to breathe"
'n7,/ 

; ex.: IiE?Elzl:,,[o empry',
,,t s/ ; ex.: !-91-0-!-:9 "vagina"
,it I '/ ; ex.: i-ucLl: "ro chcw"

As predicted by PR 4 (1.1.3.4.), the vowel preceding the cluster is always shon,
,ii,l this is a ma,or djfference from the prenasalized coosonants.

11.2.2.1. Posirional restrictions on phonemes
As all D words end in a vowel, ooly inilial and medial positions can be taken

ir,) consideration for consonants; ffnal position may be raken into consideratioo fot
!  r l)r l  Stems,

'lhe following phonemes, of very limited occurrence, are found in initial
i \11 lon  On ly :

/d l/ (three items)



/I'l (four items, all Sw. loans)
/j ' / (three items, two Sw. loans)
/k* ,/ (four items)
/te' /  (6ree irerns)

The following phonemes are not found io initial position:
/4 /
/b,/ (the only voiced bilabial stop in initial posirion being /b,/)

The following phonemes are of very limited occurence:
/E '/ (found in two irems in ioirial position - probably as ftee rcaljzalon of /t/

- and in one item medially)
/E/ (found, only in a few irems in inirial position and medially in one lrem -

probably a reduplicared sremr .ij_kp_f.Lk: ,'ro saw')
/+*/ (one i tem: **oh- , , to pinch, ')
/p'l (found only in initial posirion - excepr in one insrance in a reduplicared

stem and stem-finally in L:glgg: ,'!o cur' and !llJpl_: \o leak")
/J/ (ten irems, all of rhem loans, mainly from Sw., bur also from Som.)
/t | '/ (found in six items in initial posirion and s(em-finally in !qLL:'\o

return and hunt |  ' -  , , to chew',)
the labialized velars (probably all of loan oriSin) are for the mosr parr of limited

occurrence; in pa.ticular, / ^g',/ 
occurs only in h6 "g*ono "g*6no ,,centipede', and

/ 
^ j  /  inkiou"iu, 'place where the maize is seasoned", /^dz/ in thrce i teft \s, /"/  /

in five.
/g/ (found only in Uddgo 

',morher (ative),')
/ 

'd 
/ (rwo irems)

.. . Th_e sjatt:rs of glides is somehow problematicr Ehret has /q/ but not /g/,
Elderkin both glides; rwo glides appear in our informantj' speech roo, but witn a very
limited occuraence (/u,/ appears slem-internally in a few words only, and in lhe stem-
eKension:J!l almost all insrances of /url found in orher sources are replaced by /v/
in my data).

Moreover, we could not find instances of opposition between voiced and
voiceless dentoalveolar affricares (/dz/ and /ts/)r Ehrcr. however. records both
dzoo? -  and  t soo? -  , ' t o  d i e '  and  rhe i r  de r i va les  dze?ed -  (=  dzee?ed - )  and
tse?ed- (- tsee?ed-) "to ki l l , , .  In our informanE, speech, rhe voiced greauy
outnumb€rs the voiceless.

I.1.2.2.2. Consonants in stem-final position

^Taking into consideration only tlle consonants which can appear in verbal
stem-final position, and which can therefore be considered [he "core systern,, wc
find tha( only 27 consonanls can occur, while 2J are excluded

The chart proposed above would be reduced tol

IV,I I . V. VI. VII,  VIII .

K K T

k '
"/ (1 item)
n

I I I ,
,  t ( ) t l s :
'  l ) l ()stves

, t(  (  t ivcs

\ r,r ,RlcATEs

I (:A't lVES

l l  t . l .

I  \  I ' IJIIALS

r, ' rcclcss
!  l (  (1 ive

d '
b d
p t
p ' (2  i . )  t  '

ltl

v (1 item)
f G iterns) 3 (1 hem)

r

I
+
t l ' ( 2 i t e m s )

, , l . l l ) l l  u ,

All the columns (articulatory points) are represented, but alveopalatals only by
k' Scveral rowsJ however, are eliminated or else suffer greaf reduction; the only

i'r( rrssalized consonant is rh€ click / "/ / <ifi the stem lqi!'r!o lick'r; note the

i ,rcscnce of Cushitic / I / !) and *Ie only labiovelar is / k- /. Alveolar srops are absem,
,rrl irffricates ale represented, again, only by / j / (/j / io stem-final position is subject
:, ' nrctaphony, and its presence here is due, in reality, to the convention by which
.l, nrs are indicated by 15 foms minus the vowel ending; see 11.2.3.4.2.4.).

Not only is the size of such an inventory rnuch more "acceptable", it is also
,r,,rc rcgular and it is inter€sting to note that, from a historic poinr of view, this
! ,rs()nant chart is much less "exotic", and much more "commoo Cushitic", than the
l.lll" chart of L1.1.2. and the Proto-South-Cushitic system proposed by Ehret (f980).

I.1.2.2.3. Vocalic patterns and vowel harmony
'l'akin8 into conside.ation bisyllabic nouns only, we find the following vocalic

j' r rrns and figures:
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o e i o u
o  ?6610  t  '  6 t  ' e  

dob  i  ?oddo  +6dbu(81) rrwhite hair" rrsmall antf oanimal,, 
"sun, day', ',I;;Fi

ct0) (13) (13) (20) (5)
,".^. !1egy "bEn9 h66n i heddo ^l|enu
\ry.,  "r l .e 'glans ot lhe penis, '  "goatr '  "evening, '  ' ,Dvthon-

(5) A Q) () 
- 

(ii
i  ? i l o  h i b e  q * i ? i  o i | n D o(36) "eye" "baboon" ;thirsr" i.arlus"

( r3 )  (o  (s )  a '
9  ^  n 6 l o  / 6 r i k e  " g o o u r i  t s o o l o  l d 6 b u
QA nmeadn 

"breasr,,  "; inbow,'  ' i r ; i ;  
-  

; ; ; ;rh
(7) 6) <4) (8) (2)

| |  ?un t  ' o  gudde  t . unp  i  g r i ho  !  u !  !  u60) rbranch,' iibush,, trhornr iperson,, ,iHrici oi maf,
. t1,2) (5) (1) (D (5)

totals: (61) 6) G2) UA iiat

... Go* for.first vowel;_columns for second; figures in brackets give the number
ot rtems atrested; an example for each pattern is given; figures are dalculated, again
trying to eliminate loans, but some probable loans of uiknown origin have been
included)

All patterns are attested (i - u would be attesled considering the deictics:
g+ :+^.r lF)'?, 

bur disharmonic sequences are disfavoured, esp. hiSh fronr --- high
Dac*, high back -- high fronli disharmonic sequences of rnid ___ hish ate also taie.
wrlh all vowets, harmonic sequences have fte highest score, except when the second

]-.191,1.1" 1, 
which emerges as lhe unrnarked vowel of rhe system. /u/ is also quire

rare rn ne morphotogyr as paradigmalic vowels and person matkers in the verb, for
example, all the vowels are arlested except / u / (cf . 11.2.3.2. and 11.2.3.3.2.).

I.1.2.2.4. Syllabic sffucture
Allowed syllabic structures are:

"speartr
rrnipplel

CVC | ?d$gs!L$dzo "e?ro

. CWC syllables are not allowed; if a long vowel is followed by a consonanr
cluster (most often for amxation), the vowel is sh-onened (ct pR 4 belo;).

I.1.1. Phonological rules

. As nouns always end in a vowel, the rules jnvolving the verbal slem ano Lne
arrxes are uKen as phonological rules (pRs), unless counter_evidence pernxts them (o
be assigned to a morphological ly or lexical ly establ ished subser of verbs
(morpnophonological rules: MpRs).

cv: /u,d$cs$i-e
cw : llrl$ke

1 1

r. r. f .1. LENTTToN (PR 1)
voiccd stops /b, d/ ate spirantized L€tween vowels:

PR  l :  I  b ,  d ]  - - ->  tB ,  5 l  /  u_u

l ixamples:

L![0]q "I  beaf '  ( /  lub- o/)
dze6? el 6)9'r kl l l "  ( /dzee?ed- o/)

/g/ never spirantizes (6).

'lhis rule eliminates /B/ and /5/ of the preceding sources; contrary to
' 't(.rkio s data, in our informants' speech IRJ never occnrs initially; e. g., B!.d-d-s-A: of
, ,l( rkin (19741 81) is [rddgj: "to ask". The following grade of leoition is /u/ and

.' , ifs is demonsrated by the inverse process, in which /z/ of Sw.loads is, when
llLvizcd, hardened to /d/ , e.g. in

f uk idod- 'to smoke' < Sw. =!JH-Z.g.
kdsikddi "droughd' < Sw. kgr.Lgii
oddnd i "gGsshopper" < Sw. Dg-tZL

llowever, /u/ of Sw. loans changes to / u/, while, in some (older?) loans, Sw.
'' ' changes to /b' / i^ initial position ar]d ro /b/ in medial positionj these are

, r.LiscLy the words in which Ehret and Elderkin h^ve /B/ \^i t i^ l ly Buddoi- (-

!  tC dg-d-, "to ask" (ci  Bajuuni -yg6g) and BuunooS- (- b'uunod-) "to harvesf '
. I NSw. :!sEs), and 3jj-B!. (- 3j-b!D "ashes" (d NSw. j.tulD.

I,1.3.2, REGRESSIVE DENTAL ASSIMIIATION (PR 2)
/ d, d' , l/ undergo complete assimilation to a following oral or nasal stop

,( | r relly, before / t / and / n/, which only occur as affi xes):

P R 2 :  { d ,  d "  t }  - - >  [ t ,  n ]  /  -  [ t ,  n ]

Examplesl
h6nne+[6]s "we tel l  to (hirry'her^hem)" /hood' - oe - dq,/(PR 2; PR 1)

h6 t t o  " you  r c l l "  / hood '  -  t o l
s r f b i t t o  " she  does "  / suub id  -  t o /
r dnn  i  "we  wa l ked "  / r o l -  n i /

Alveolar stops do not undergo this rule, as they are never stem-final.
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I.T.3.3. NASAL ASSIMILATION (PR 3)
Nasals assimilare b $e point of anicularion of a following srop (a gai,r., orrly / t /

a d /n/ are irrvolved as affixes). If the srop is nasal, the result is comple;e assimilarron,
yielding a geminate:

P R 3 :  N  - - >  [ t ,  h ]  , / _  [ t ,  n ]

Examples:

.j-0-Ql9 "you speak,' /joon - ror
l4B!(l "we speak' /loon - no/

I.T.3.4. VOWEL CONTMCTION (PR 4)
A vowel contracts by one mora before a consonant cluster or a geminale

collsonantl

PR 4: W _-> V/-CC

Examples:
i6nto ,,you speak{ /  joon - to/ (pR3;pR4)

The following_ rules are oplional, occurring in allegro speech only.
,  .  Ine result ot their appl icat ion wil l  be wri[en rhroughout berween
Daackets-

r.1.3.5. GLOTTAL STOP DELETTON (pR 5)
, Intervocally,_rhe glorral srop oprionally underSoes delelion (in oraclicc

slow, caretul speech is Ore glonal srop preserved in fiis posirion): 
'

PR 5: ? .--> (opt.) 0 /V_V

Example:
b ' 6db 'd+su?+u  - - ->  (op l . )  / b ' 666 ,osuu /  , , h i s  f a rhe r , ,

I,I,3.6, VOWEL LOVERING (PR 6)
A high vowel ( , /  i  /  ,  /u/)canbeloweredronltd(/e/,  /o/) intwocasesl
a) in word-final posirion;
b) when the preceding vowel is low or midl

o I / | -/+l

{ o ,  e ,  o } x _

square

only in

PR6 :  I i ,  u ]  - - ->  (op t . )  [  e ,

(where X is any segmenr)

Cl lhe verbal phrase g6t e+ k i +ko+ i f 6 l+ ?o rlet me bring it to you,,, where
, / of rhe selector:LL is lowered ro ./e/ following /o/; or fuigijlglol ,,1 was bom'
' L Lijlg in final position; or still rhe deicric f!!g \har (M)'t, which frequenlly
,trr to f1i(fol.

I.1.3,7. VO!(/EL RAISINC (PR 7)
L fi'l l /o/ can be raised to /e/ in f\n l position; rhis seems ro happen

.l! \ i:rlly with some particles, such as gg,and'r, ?uk* o ,'this (M),':

f)R 7r q ---) (opt.) e / _+*

g-!:D-Q. "persono P, S!-i9 "persons; people'
Elderkin (1974: 1l) also repons gd1__e. "beardn and gqll_q',wind',, bur we have

, ,l rccorded this last item.
Again, as in East Cushitic languages, more func(ion is carried by the tone in

., rl)al paradigms, where tone alone often distinguishes two formsl
rb-S 1) ,,1 am beating,' (Non-past Ceneral)

2) "l was beating" (lmperfective Ceneral past)
l l ' l \ t | s :

I.1,3.8, VOWEL ASSIMILATION (PR 8)
As a result of CLO'ITAL STOP DELETION (PR 5), two vowels can be found in

. ,lrrt:ncq in this case, a sequence Io i I (< /o? i /) can pass to Ieel:

PR8 :  o l  - - - )  ( op l )  ee

A hequent case is:
b ' a+?  i +uo  l ube  - - t  h - : l 66 l * ro  l rO" ' , t  d i d  no r  bea r ' ,

I,2, TONOLOGY
I.2.1. Prel iminaries
It must be sfiessed thal a lot of work remains to be done in rhis field, especially

,, n what concerns the tonology of panicles and sentence intonation.
D has two phonological rones: high (H) and low (L). In our rranscriprion, while

l l l , ,ncismarkedby'-,Ltoneisleft  unmarked. On the contrary, Lwil l  be marked
'\ in the affixes (where L shifrs back one syllable according to the TONAL

llr (  ;RCSSION RULE (TR 3, cf.  L2.2.3.).
we propose that D be consjdered as a pitch-accent language (like many East

Lr\hitic languages, e.9., Somali, Oromo and Arbore), because surface lonal pa[erns
.rrr be derived from the tone of the penultimare syllable plus the applicalio; of the
',rr:rl rules (cf. ioka). Neveflieless, D lone is somewhat differenr from ',typical" pitch-
i, { ( nt languages: H tone shows a rendency to fall on the firsr syllable (while pitch-
,, , cnt is generally limited to final or penultimate syllables).

As in East Cushitic languages, tone generally accompanies other features of
.r,.rlnmatical marking, while it is seldom the sole carrier of a gtafirnatjcal distinction,
,,!l practically never ofa lexical onej cf.l
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lubo "beatl' (Perfective lmperative plural)

I.2.2. Ton2l tules

. In Elderkin,s (19'74) genet^rive approach, tones are derived rhrough the
ordered applicatioo of vatious rules. In oui ipproach, one tone per word (!hat on the
penultinute syllable) is specified lexically, and a small set o? ronal rules apply -
whenever Lheir domain is found - yielding the surface tones of borh lexical words jnd
morphologically complex forms.

The following tonal rules operate in D:

I.2,2,1. UNMARKED LOIOS RULE (7R 1)
TRl: $ --> '$

(where $" is a tonally unspecified syllable)

_ i.etl H is marked, L unmarked; a tonally unspecfied syllable rakes an L rone. This
rule is cal led "Olher Tones Loq, rule'  by Elderkin (1974: 3l).

I.2.2.2. INITIAL HIGH RULE (TR 2)
rR 2: $ --> ',$ 

/_$

i.e.r lthe tone of a word-inirial syllable [is] high, unless the following syllable is
already specified as High. (Elderkin (19741 37), who aalls ir ,,tniriat Tone H ;le .

I,2,2.3, TONAL REGRESSION RULE (TR 3)
TR  3  $ * ' $  - ->  ' $ *$

.. _ 
(where r+n is a morpheme boundary and ,'"$,' a tonally speciffed - High or Low

- syllable)

i.e.: the tone of an affix is shifted one syllable back (leftwards). Elderkin,sirTonal Regression rule,, statesr ,,The tone of a syllable is the tone proper to the next
element capable of carrying tone ar one poinr in rhe morphology. i, oie simply, there
is a rule which moves tones back one place,' (t9j4: 3O).I; Elde;kin,s view, the rule is
operalive even witho-ur the presence of a boundary, and contdbutes to the ,nake-up
ol lhe tonal pattern of lexical iterns.

I,2.2.4. FINAL LOIII RULE (TR 4)
TR 4: $ --> '$ 

./_'a

i.e.: final syllables always have L tone (this is !rue as far as phonological tones are
concerned; in the dornain of sentence stJess, a final syllable can take an H tone e/ith
suspensive intonation).

. This rule predicts rhat when a monosyllabic particle with H lone appcars in
isoladon it loses its H.

I,2,2.5. HIGH TONE LO'$TERING RULE (TR 5)'I ll 5r HH --> HL

ic.: two consecutive H lones are excluded, and from the two unde ying
, ( ririve H tones the second changes to L. Both the rule and its name are from

' , , k r r r  ( 1974 :  31 ) .

1.2.3. Tonal patterns
ln order to obtain the surface tonal paltern of a word, one needs to specify the

, , t lhe penultirnzte syllable only (which is assigned lexically); the other tooes will
. ,l<rrvcd from the applicatioo of the TRs.

If we take bisyllabic nominals into considention, we nole that only the patterns
,n(1 IIL ?re allowed:

,l J l,l I
, l

"animal ' r

r rn ipple"

l)ut LFI and HH are excluded (LH because ofTR 4, and HH because ofTR 5).

with trisyllabic nominals we get the follwing two possible sequencesl

Jr. !ru.
r l l

, l i I r r

while all of rhe other six theoretical possibilities are excluded. The penultimate
l,l,Lc can be L (as in l:ilunlD, or H (as in ai_Lilq). In rhe firsr case TR 2 applies,

', L ( in the second, the constraint on TR 2 excludes rhe inirial H H on the last syllable
( v( rywhere excluded by TR 4, while TR 1 transforms the tonally unspecified
rl) lcs into l l .

, I t. 
With four-syllabLe nominals, we get the following parlerns:

. , r l , o ? q o n e
l t .

. ', LrI_Uts ,,shyness,,

Surface tonal palterns of both are derived through the application of TR 2 and
l R  I

'l-hcre 
are, neveftheless, some tonally irrcgular wo.ds, such as !L_tL_i_L[j@

,L|ldcr", perhaps originally composed with an affix or a nominal formative (cf.
r t l ) .

More-than-four-syl lable words are always polymorphemic, such as
tr,rnkoldl i  , , leopards, '  ( from nirnonkolo with reduplication pattern: iqi),  or
i ,r t) l icated words, such as h6 

^a*ono "g-dro rrcentipede,,.

lf we consider the behaviour of polymorphemic words (such as oouns when
,,$cd by a plural affix), we note that the H of lhe affix is shifted back one syllable:
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k in i  "giraffetr + - imo ---> k ir  ino ,,giraffes',
unless this slot is already H-toned:

.sAEe rhippopotamusr' + -'iddo --> !lii-u-d-d-s. 
rihippos"

Verbal forms are likewise subject ro rhe effects of the TRs, after which .elevant
endings, wit}I their specified tone, are affixed to the stem (which, nor being a word, is
not toned):

lUb_'\o beat' + :.d ---> Lli&ll "l am beating,, (Non-pasr) (TR 3)
lub- " +:g --> fu-bg',1 beayt was beating,, (lmperfecrive past) (TR3)
lub- rr + 0 ---> lihg "I beaf' (Perfective Pasti a vowel identical ro rie stem
vowel is copied, and lheo TR 2 applies)

Let us now consider a verbal form q/ith affixed verbal particles, such as:

9 6 t  F + k  i  + k o +  i  I  d  1 + ? o
send-F2-1S+you-F+IRR+HAB+VEN
"ler me bring to you (SF),,

composed of the verbal form giLg "let me bring', (1S of Iussive Positive of the verb
gC!: "to send, bring"), to which are affixedl

:!i "you (singular feminine)" (cf. IL1.5.1.2.)
:L6rrlRR| (unrealised acrion selector) (cf. IL3.2.6.)
:j-L "HAB" (habirual acrion selec(or) (cf. .3.2.4.> - lhe meaning is one of

habituality in the futurer ,,let me conrinue to provide you")

:.?.d "VEN' (venitive) (ct t13.3.1.)

The overall surface tones are given by the following tonal shifts:
:fui shifts irs H ro preceding :Ll; 1Li oowered ro [e] by pR 6) shifts its H ro

1!!, which, since it irnmediately follows an H-toned syllable (-k i) - is njrned into L
by TR 5 (HH --> HL); and:li shifls ils H ro preceding jj. This shows rhar rones
shift leftwards, but not from rhe element funhesr ro rhe rightr instead, each elemem is
affixed after the tones of the previous elemenr(s) have already adjusted ro rhe TRs of
the language. This is in accordance with the fact that the tooes of rhe verbal forms (or
of nominals, for that mafter) never change under the influence of suffixed elementJ.

The same happeds in the particle complex (cl II.3.1.), where rhe seriallzation
of tones applies leftwards, but with each element to the right adjusting to the
preceding one, as inl

? d + k o + i I d 1 + i i
O+IRR+HAB+ALL
where the H tone of:kli is shifted onro :?g; :_LL shifts ils H onro :!i, but TR

5 (HH ---> HL) turns ir into an L !one; finalLy, the second =ij: (rhe allative parucre
'ALLrr, homophonous with the habilual action marke.: cl IL3.3.2.) shifts its H onlo
the first :K.

| |  , ' l ( )  PART I

\ ,  lul l lv. in Elderkin (1976) /n'  /  and /3' lhavebeen misprinted instead of / j ' l

| ' /  (E-D. Elderkin, personal cofi Imunicatjon, I1 1.1990)

l lrcl, Dlderkin and Nurseis phonological invenlory (1989: 6) does nor contain /

which is nevertheless present in the lexicon

r 1 (lanepari (198, 22, 3o), who advocates the use of simple 'd, t' for deotals;
', *.r, *" do not follow his use of modified signs for the alveolars, prefetring the

' ' til,r / =/ for typographical reasons.
:lursi (rqs j hai suggested that dentality is an areal fealure in North-eastern

' .r.' rrossibiv soreadine ir-om Dahalo and Boni into No(h-eastern Bantu (Norlhern

' l ' ,1r, Pokomo, Elwana); rhis on the basis that "a series of dental stops occurs in a
,''ly of lanzuaqes worldwide' (Nursei 1985: 243). Nurse takes this suggestion from
.1, r|'.s Guidi to"the Laneuaees of the \fforld (stanford: Sunford U P.r 1970, but
r, rcccntly Maddieson (1984) - who works on a betler dcsigned database - does
' ,,rrnmit irimself to any generalization on lhe relalive frequency of dental and

, . ,  ,  ' l i l r  stops.

', t()rned vowel-final stems (mainly from swahili) are always nativized through the

.lllxxtion of the morpheme j (see 11.2.2.2.13). Conceroing the impact of foreign
,r,'riel (mainly Swahili) on D gnrnrnar, see Tosco (1r0).

, lhcse principles of uanscriplion are the same as rhose of Ha''ward (1984), whom
', :rlso follow'in the gener;l account of phonology along the lines of Natural
. |fr:ltive Phonology.

r 'lircker, Bryan, and Woodburn (1977: 320) note the presence of a voiced velar

' .r ivc/ ' t / ,  but offer only one example, in pre-gl ide posit ion Civen t ie numerous
', ,rs of iranscript ion in this phonoiogical sketch of D, we think (hat this r iew

rL,rncme can be dismissed altogether.
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I I .  M O R P H O L O G Y
D morphology, borh inflectional and derivarional, is suffixal, at least as far as

segments are concemed (wi$ the exclusion of the tonal patlerns aod reduplicated-
srcm verbs, which can be said to be partially prefixal)r this accords well with the
general SOV word order of the language. Therefore, nothing reorains in D of the
puhtive Proto-Cushitic prefix co!,ugarion.

In,this chapter, only $e morphology of the caregories will be analyzed,
syntactic frames being disclssed in pafi III.

II,1. NOMINAL MORPHOLOGY
ILl-1- P.el iminaries

_ In tlis chapter we shall refer to the following categories: nouns (comprising
substantives, adjectives and numerals; ILl.2. to 11.1.4.); pron6uos (under which deicrid
a.re also dealr wirh: II.l.5.).

. The categories of nouns, adjectives, and pronouns display forrnal variability,
namelvi

substantives display variabiliry according !o number;
adjectives display variability according ro number and gender;
numerals - to the limited extent to which D numeralt have survived - are nor

variable, with the exception of ,,one" (for gender);

. pronouns can djsplay variability according to number, gender, percon, and to
$e syntaclic role ol Lhe pronominalized enLity.

IL1.1.1. Nominal shapes and foffnatives
A basic problem in morphology is to recognize how words may b€ divided

jnto morphemes; in l}le case of nouns, an obvious possibility is a ffeatrnent oaseo on
a stem, to wbich derivational and inflectional morphs are affixed. Now. the final vowel
of the basic form of nouns is dropped whcn an affrx of number is suffixed, and a
shikinS back of the H rone of rle affix occursr one could therefore interoret rhe final
vowel of lhe basic form as a morphotogical marker. The fact that no semanrrc
regularity is observable in the final vowels (rhey cannor be interpreted as gender or
number morphemes) does not by irself rule out rhis possibility: in spiie of the
traditional definirioo of morphemes as the smallest meaningfui elements of the
language, we can still recognize a morpheme without being able to assign a specific
meaning to it; the 'morphemic' analysis could be saved by posrulating thar rh-e final
vowel is phonologically determined by fte root (by some kind of vowel harmony).
But even this possibility is ruled out by facts: we have seen that, while a certain
tendency to vowel harmony is indeed p.esenl, no regularily occurs (at least
synchronically).

In the present analysis, we shal l  treat nouns in their basic shape as
mooomorphemic. Plurals and singulat ives wil l  l ikewise be writ ten wilhou! , ,+,,
(morpheme boundary) betu,een srem and affix.

. ryl D nouns have at leasr rwo syllables. Bisyllabic nouns (including subsBnrives
io their basic form, adjeclives, numerals, indepenaen! pronouns, with rh; exclusion of
evident loans) accounr for about 60 % ofall nouns.

Monomorphemic nominals reorr frequendy with fte shape CV(V)CV:
/ r i le
?6 fo

"brown anC'

"mou th "

L-l-s
/ 66ke
/66ne

A ccrtain numDer
, , \ r(:v(v)cv):

?60oddzo
f  6 l i t e
? i r i f o
? i t  obo
d ' r i 6 f e e n o
f 6 d ' o k ' e

of tr isyl lables ( less rhan 35 %) occurs (shape

"knife"

"eyelash"
"anus"
"neck"
"fire stickn

l'cw four-syllabic and very few five-syllabic nominals,occur (abolt 6-yo); it is

,. ry ,i,"i 
"i 

t""ii 
"o." 

of ihem are made up of formalives (singulauves)'"or"involve

',,1 iiri of."a"pfi."ton or composition; $is analysis is supponed by 
-the 

fact thal

. ., n runi a"r, show two high iones, a' feature which never appears on (other)

' ' r ,  rrxrrphemic nouns.

'r syllabic: &ec!!19 
nmoth"

b ' dbo?oone  ' \ op i "

d'ohdnl i te I 'pestle" (stem+:! lE singulat ive?)

, ,  r y l l ab i c :  / i " b iF i k ' i t t e  "gecko "  ( s rem + : ! e  s i ngu la t i ve? )

h d "g'or o 
'9- 6no "cendPede"

n t i kuno  i  l o  r r ank le i

D-i!-cDl-olo "leopard"

.0jlsc.ule 
tr rh ick"

we rnay note tha! a formatlve :if{ ofteo occurs in names of animals; apart

, , | l  / ibubufe nmoth", cired above, we have: ZgiL!-OIg. "cicada"'  b'eefo

' ' 'l r.,r,r 3:j-Lct-s- "zebra', k:-g-o-s-3-q 
iscorpioni; but also qi.oglg "newbotn"'

. l "g.i-!]le "star", and olhers'

A formative in:Iy (frequ€ntly:gl) occurs in some nominals (all recorded

','r' are rcported Lrelow);
? i l i n o  n t e a r "

b ' 6 h o m o
b '6gomo  ' be l l y "

d ' i d ' i l i i m o  " t h u o d e r "
d i i nomo  "morn ing "
dok66n i  "elephant'
dzdd?omo '6""4" 1.6. tr3gqL "to die")

f i l i n e  " c o m b "

cdr i!-s "ou$ide"
ginume "old (of Persons)"

"n i pp le "
"breast"



h6no rne
i | i i  fume
k ' r i i u m o
k d f  I n e
+d6hope
o6ll  o ?drn o
no96no
t  ' 6 d t e n o

t  ' 6 k k o o n e

t  6 l one

20

u flog"

"aic'  (d iuuf- \o blos/")
"white,,
"manyn

"glade; shelter, (ct pgl- \o pu! aside,, ?.)
"grave'

"soft"

l l  12 .2 .  Number
\i in orher Cushitic laoguages, the great rnajority of D nouns disPlay oumber

' 'rlrly. This may take lhe form of plural matking or of siogulative marking with
',l ri) the basic form. Not all the nouns have three formsr while rhe majority of
',, hrrve a plural affix, "collective" nouns have a singulative affix, aod some have

l,lrrral and singulative affixes. It must also be said that, as in other Cushitic
, ,.rilt.s, plurals tend !o Lre used only when number caonot be conveyed otherwise;

r,)uns (ake their basic forms in association with numerals (but plural forms with
, jrr lrcrs" such as "al l ,  man/).

\umber rnarking of nouns and adjectives in D has aheady been the subject of a

".rrc chapter in the mooography by Zaborski on nominal number matking in
' lr( languages (Zaborski: 1986: 203-215). z^botskl does not try to associate basic

| 'lrrr;r l/singulative patterns, nor, it seerns, is he conscious of the cxisteoce of basic
. (lisiinci from number-marked onesr he just associates "singulars" (eilher

, il,rLlc-marked nouns or basic forms) and plurals.

l l  |  2.2.1. PIural marking
As is common in Cushidc, there ate a lor of different plural patterns; no single

, L, ,n for the assignment of a plural patlern can be established, as the selectlon of

l l rrrr l  depends upon phonological,  morphological and lexical factors, and
.,rly involves a high degree of idiosyncrasy.

l|l addirioo to nouns without a plural, there are nouns lhat can have more than
t,hrr:rl form, without change in meaning (and differences will be noted beNveen
,r(l previous authors' data). The use of sPccific plurals for different semantic

'. ( un occasionallv be noted. but never as an exclusive criterion The absence of
l, I catcgorizalion of nouns implies, naturally, the absence of the "polarity' typical
' rr. Iaasc Cushitic plural fornalions.

l'lLrral marking can take the form of
,rr i i r l  rcduplicarion

,, iLrt)lication plus suffixation
l l , \ i [ ion alone
,.||rlrc of final vowel

',.|lr8c of lonal pattern (without change io segments)
,,  rLrlar formation

lr is possiblc to distinguish, at least lenlatively, between productive and
'rrrl olural formations on the basis of lbe number of items associated wilh each
, flr, and, also, of the plurals lhe informanls tend !o use or "create'r for recent
.\,)ftIs. It secrns clcar that lhe patteros d., e. (and, naturally, f.) are no longer
Lrr ivcr nouns plural ized by e./f .  often have another plural by aff ixal ion or

. , r.irtion; obvious loanwords ncver build their plu(al by e./1, while many nouns

t,l(lr:Ll types e./f. Te patr of the basic vocabulary; the few "true" adjectives of D

, ., bc idenrified by their almost cxclusive plural marking by :1.

, r.'lhc 
following plural affixes reponed by Zaborski (1986) are missing from our

-o ( l e ,  - uco ,  - u t t o ,  - o t  t  i ,  - u t6 ,  - t  o ,  - uko ,  - o i  i u ,  - ogg  i ,  - o99e .

lnslcad of :!lcq we have an item pluralized with :U:eg and one with 3Cl9

i ,lLrrllls in :.:tC9!!.9, in -lkle, and in :g!]igDg were hitheno unrecorded

(bisyllabic nouns, such as tLli[q 'nighc,, are excluded, as well as obvio's loaowords).
.. 

From the above, one may conclude tha!:!g, and, less frequenlly, :!g, areadjective_formatives. For some nouns ending in:!g the semantics ,a"-"',o por.rr,o

lii"X'iff; T#t'"uves' 
The nominals in aL and:rc (one ilem each) mav be of no

Vith a very few (quadrisyllabic) nouns an -inno tdrnative occ.urs:
?ddmin inno  ' , l i r t l e , ,

b '  i n  i k '  i nno  " l i gh rn ing , ,

- _.A lor of nomjnals (rri_ and polysyllabic) end
::l l-up l. inrerprer rhem as singutarivis, rhey are,rorms trom which regular plurals are formcd:

in :jlg and :_09; while ir is
at teast synchronically, basic

i-d+" "knife',, plural: td I i t rmu
o rk rne  , , eyeb rowr ,  p l u ra l :  " g i k i nuu tq

One may note thal, in words of sure comparison with EC languages, :g is
fl:^q::*J T*l"teg wirh nouns which are marcutine in o,r,* r""gu"g"i, *it,u" _" ,"rrequentty associated wi(h nouns feminine in other languages.

II .1.2. Nouns
IL1.2.1. Cender
Nouns do not have anv affix which can be interprcled, at least synchronicall, asgendeFmarking. Given the cxistence ot separate masculine (3M) and fcminine (3F)torms of rhe dcrerminanb and of rhe j .ing,ll". ,"rb"iioi-r-, )""',jo"i.*r"'#l,ou,rv r.*ilil?H#f ('liT:i'"1'?",'"3:1?.,1'.:-" Jmr*Xl;i;"1ru#i:t*,*

of the .dererminanrs and, as subjecrs, of Js 
"";;"t 

;;;;;ii'r."rn. \""iii"" o*.recognized by Elderkin (19i6: 29i).,,Gen<tcr in Dahalo is natuml,,. All evidencc seems
f" lf ;"i;JH.T;:';'":%::"-il1"J#"XTs'"1 ; t ai;iil;;:;"r'#"'"ligr'u"',"g
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11.1.2.2.1.1. Plural by reduplication (rype a.)
This plural formation, which is fully productive, is often also used for recenr

loanwords from Sw. Nouns using this plural fonnation can end in any vowei; on m€
whole, reduplication seems to be used mostly with nouns of more than two syllables.

This type of plural formation is used for 75 iteos, accouming fo r 32.75 ck of all
plurals.

Reduplicated plurals involve the reduplicarion of the last consonant of llle basic
form, with dropping of the final vowel. Different sub-types are given by the
consonant quaotity (simple or geminare) and by the vowel qualiry.

Reduplication does not behave as an affix, as i! does nor involve the shifting
ba.k of $e H tone (TR 3):

This suggests that, while affixation takes place before suface lones are assigned,
reduplication operates on surface forms. Thus, ?oon6ri can surface as such, while
'f!Li!]:[L is realized as ? i I ipdn i (LHH --> HLH) and .?-.!i!:-d]:d.d.i as ?dddodd i OA
5). on the contrary plural aflixes always conform to TR 3, by which the H of the affix
is shifted back (cf. 'Liri-og > lLc_i_o-s, from kj-cl plus the afiix _l_o-s).

ln the following, the left-hand column reports the basic form of the nominals
whose number-marked form (plural or singulative) is given in the right-hand cotumn.

Simole consonant reduolication
(35 ;terns; 15.28 % of ^ll-pl:lrals, and 46.67 oA of all plurals by reduplicarion)

a.1. :glci plurals
33 itern\ 14.41, o/o of all plurals, 44 Vo of rhe plurals by redu plication, ^r\d 94.29 Vo

of the plurals by simple consonant rcduplicadon)
?oo"e 'rarrow-notch' ?oorAr i

?0tunu uwound'

? i l l t n o  n t e a r "

?oone iarrow-notch"

?66d i  nsca ru

--> ?lilgld[L rrwounds',

- - >  ? i l i n 6 n i  h r e a r s ' ,

- ->  l - s - s l i r j ' a r row-no tchs "
--> ?dddodd i "scars, (HH ---> HL; TR 5)

(SC?; no basic
form recorded)

?inif6f i (and li4i_[s!!qLs)
? i t  un6n i
3i! !q! ri! r
d'dhon i t 'rt i  (SG?; cl the
verb !L!i: "to pound")
d ' u u k d k  i
d6kooodn i
d66non i
duundn i

? d f i t e t e

? i l i n o
? i r i d i
? i n l f o
? i t unu

d ' u u k o
dok66n  i
d66 ro
duu ro

!]i!-sg! i (< Nsw. u!-et-0 "usali"
d 'd i on i t e  , ' pes t l e , '

"shadow (of an object)"

r ieyelesh"

"deaf '
"elephant"
"shoulder'r
"bowels"

' t e a r "  ? i l i n d m i

"string of beads around lhe neckr' ? in iddd I

J, l  uh a.

a . - ' u
,  ,  r , r  ' bov r ' "

, ,r!ri (< Sw. jjlc-c.E-D "neighbor"

"elephant"
"shoulder"
"bowels'
"fire stickn
upiece of cloth"

"shoulder extremily"

"not poisoned arrow-headrl

"leg oower Pan)"

"black dress (of womenL)"

" r o p e "
"test icle'
"  den "

"turban"
"wrist"
"quiver"
"string of b€ads around |he waisf'
oparalyt ic"

"shealh"
"leopard"

"  doo r "

"ha re "

d6koo rndm i

d66|"0n I

C-ul]46r-t
f d d ' o k  

" i k '  
i

g66r'on I

!:dLcl-l (and 1.6-6.1!.1'e)
i ' l i n o n 6 n i
i e k e  l 6 l  i

k ' 6 r e e t d t  i

k6nkoo  l d  I  i

k r i dn  l k6k  i

kdmbok | (and kdmboike)

kdmoon6 r  i

k  i buu r ' 6n  I

k  i e  " b d b  I

k i i v i k 6 k i
k  i n o  " 9 o t  d t  i

a r a r a

I J' r ql-q

t ,  |  ,1, .1Lq

r , l J  r f  L

| .r r L,.l

l , r t ! , l l  q

I  L  J U I q

I r !',,I

|  . , r f !

I J l.lq-!j

r  r r u t l
| ' . a ' r t

, , 1 , 1

r ! !r!_g_Lg

r a E

r, !r.L.l-g.
r ' , I I m-q (cf. Sw. glgl-l9) "king"

Li:-:-lrori
LL! eudv i
l 6 6 b o b  i

!-i-o-c-o.hcl]lll (and

n imonko I  uu t  o )
t  ' r ipoo  i

3-cU&cfdLLL
n f d l l u n 6 | B i

,r z. -!!g plurals
i : itfii 6-ee "z' "r "rr 

plrJflls,2.67 o/o of Lhe plurals by reduplication ' ^nd 5-71 o/o

, l,lLrrals by simple consonant redupiicaion)

r  ;  r " , . r ! r  " f r eeman"  k ' 66uo t6 to

, ,  r  ,1. !  (< Sw. CqL!LD "fr iend" rddfik6ko

( icminaic consonant reduplication
' ')itii"i",lj.lt v" 

"t 
^ll plurals, and 52 70 % of&e plurals bv reduplication)

.r \. illql Plurals
, ii G.ii:.eo "2" "f 

all plurals, 41 33 0/o of the plurals bv reduplication' and

, ,,f thc piurals by geminaie consonant rcduplication)

l r  , ' s ca r ,  ?66dodd i

, |  "clder brotherr '  ?r i6ioi i i  (and 36-dj i-Li)

, l  S-S-o_L 
,,big nor poisoned arrow-head', b'66d'oondnn i

. l  , l  " h o l e "  b ' 6 6 k o k k  i

r,Lr (< Sw. bellD "fenccd-in Placc" b ' 6 6 n o n m  i
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d'66k-oon i  "man's shadow,,
f i l j n e  , , c o m b "

f r ir j  "bo (< Sw. fumbo) ,6"1,

g6 t  ' o  ' , bea rd ' ,

i  ' dd  "b  I  nma tu

k  i koddz  i uhawku

t-Llri jd-s (< sw. kitondo) ',bed
k iou "iu ',place where th6 maize is seasoned,,
nrconko ',dance',

d ' 6 6 k * o o n d n n  i
f i l i n ' i m n i
f r i l i  "bobb i

96t 
'ot ' t  '  i  (Zaborcki (19861

209) has gdt 'uko)

i  ' r i d  "bobb  I
k  i koddz r i ddz  i

hi!ciddd di
k i p u ^ i r i i i i

mUgonkdgg  i
'ndk i  bribb i
mUt  eunkdog  i
n  i n k o o o  i
nrioo "gt iggL

s i i " d o n 6 n n i
t i n t u m d n n i
t  6hpobb  i
t  um06oo  i
u 6 6 l o l l i
" / d6nonn  i
" b o t t s d t t s i
^d 

66 gqggL
^dzrinonn 

i
" b i i i o i i i

theme 'jLij-L:, upon which rhe

n r k  i b e
nrri t  sunk I
n  i n k o
n ioo  "go

"waterpofl
rrcl i tor is0

"oanpari
3 i  i  "dono (< Sw. s indono) , ,needle,,

t 0 n t u m u

!  6moo

!r0.Q-L 'h o rn "
u'i6 | i (< Sw. !g.LD {cooked rice,,
"/E6nu "pyrhontr
"bo t t s i  " f r agmenr , '^d6ig 

| ,'canine loothil
"dz6ne 'spleenn
'b 

i i te 'bad; ugly' ,
(the plural is p.obably derived from the

feminine "b i i i ot t so is also based)
ItsiUzo {food st irr ing srickr '  osiuzoddzi

(the foreign phoneme /z/ is geminared upon irs assimiladon to /dzl)

a.{. :g!:99 plurals

. ,  
T, i terns; 3.06 0/o of al l  plurals, 9 33 % of rhe plurals by reduplicarion, af id.17.r0 %ol tj|e plurals by gemlnare consonant reduolicairon)

, / d6ke  "n ipp l cn  / r j 6kokke

4tI" 
rhand; paw', ddbobbe

h!€r i  , ,sheepn 
h66nqrne

566ko (< Sw. shoko) Iookdkke

+El: 
"8lans of rhe penis" "ben6nne

-g-ssl3. "bat" jdootd e
" d z d d i e  " j a w "  " d z o o  i r i  i  i e

a.5, lilcCp plurals

." ^ _, 
(, 

,',"T, 
0.44 % of all plurats, I J3 o/o of rhe pturals by redupticarion, and z.ro vo oltre plurals by gemjnate consonant reduDlicaiion)

I J ,rr L ,,roorh,, kitcllllg (Elderkio (1974:43)

has !qlj!sL!q; zaborski (1986: 208) ksl-sujl-e)

;r a). 4lcg plurals
( I ilcm; 0.44%of all plurals, 1.3390of the plurals by rcduplicadon, and 2 50 Vo of

r'l,rr:rls by geminate consonant reduplication)
t dhoF rnnor , l j . ! l  ! l  

*heel '

ll 1.2.2.1.2. Plural by reduplication and suffixation (rype b.)
lhc plural pattem under this heading is made by simple -consonant

r,|crtion. to wlilch a bilabial nasal marker is affixed; two plural mzrkers of this

, r, rxrrted by Zaborski (1986, 206-2oi), namely leglg and :eglq, have not bcen

.,i r,hile we recorded the previously unknown -oconne marker. The

JJJooe plurals (see below, c.l8) rnay correspond (o Zaborski's llgsg' -
As for simple reduplication, thc FI rone of (he plural does not shin back one

() ly two items using this type of plural
, ,rring for 0.68 yo of all plurals.

l) l. :jXeg!!g plurals

I J,! (<Sw. k-g-QlD "basket"
t J l  |  " l ung "

marking have been discovered,

kdooodnne
l d f o f d n n e

11.1.2.2.1.3. Plural by sumxadon (type c.)
whilc vowel pattems show great variabilily, consonants used as plural m2rkers

, , r'\rrictcd ro nasals, dental slops, velar slops, palato-alveolar affricates, and
l,||rrrions of these. Apart from the affricates - which seem to be secondary
l,,nnrcnrs and which aie rarelv used - all orhers are well known Cushitic and even

, r'r:rtic gendcr/number markers (bul velars are resuicted to a few languages; cl
.  '  r 'kr:  1986).

Ir is lhe mosl cornmonly uscd type of plural markinS: 105 plurals by suffixalion
.. 

. l (( :n 
rccordcd, i .e.,45.a5 o/o of al l  plurals; i t  is also used for unassimilated Sw.

\:rsal amxcs
l'inal vowel of the basic form is always dropped in affixes beginning with a

. , I Ihc syllable before the affix tzkes H tone.
'r orsil plural marker has been found with 43 ilems, accounlng fot 18.78 o/o of

'r.rls, and 40.95 o/o of the plurals by suffixarion.

, I :li!g plurals
( I I itcms; 4.81 o/o of all plurals, 10.48 o/o of the plurals by suffixation, and 25.58 o/o

, plLrrals by suffixation of a nasal clement)
| i  q "big calabash"

"baboon"

b ' 6 6 n e m o
h ibeno (and L!!E)
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]-t 
iwarrhogi 

idrneno
j"+ "porcupine. ionepo
.cglfog ifeather; ar'ow-flerching,, ndddeno

f++ 
ipoisoo; poisoned arro*-he"d" t ,dle_rno

t  ' eede  ' , e l bow*
t '  6ddeno (aid t  .66duddo)

!-r]r-rL wlrocat" t  ,d6?eno

ry!" 
raotelopei t ,0rteno

lo igo (< r,Jsw. tongor "btind" &&e-olr
id noo (d Nsw. lhspq) "borrte, ldtip@s

c.2 :-LDg. Plurals
(8 items; 1.49 o/o of all olu'als. j.62 e/o-of the plurals by suffixatio n, a d 18.60 tlo ofthe plurals by sumxaUon of anasal elementJ

b ' d ? i , ' l i o n , ,
b,rb,ui ,,dumbi fr#s,r"
dqb i  ranimal" 

drib inro

! *+  
(g i r a f f e "  

k i n tno
l o n k  i  l d h k  l n o

? ' i ! " ! i  
( .  s * .  oon . r l  " g rasshoppe r , ,  p6d "d iho

t ' d t ' e  , ' s m a l l  a n r u  t , 6 t , i n o
lrgntg "soldier ant,, t srink i mo(zaborski (1986: 212) repons fo. rhe rwo last items pluit'iffiihange of rhe ffnal
vowel to / i/).

c.3. lifig plurals
(2 items; 0.68 % of all olufals 1 90 yo of rhe plurals by suffixation , aod 4.65 vo ofrhe plurals by sr_rffixation of a nasal elcmcnr_,

noo  n6  ' baby '
peJlll. (NSw.) iincensei

c.4. ;__49 plurals

O*, 
"j*"f," 

plural forrnation the affix is added ro rhe noun wirhour dropping rhc
(2 iterns; see c.3. for the perccntages)

t"U]]:gg (< Sw. nungu) i,club, knobbed srickr nii "gume^b 
in i *cow ailn jbjr-"

c.5. :!.ng plurals

, . 
(l item; 0.44 ryo of all plurals; .95 % of the plu.als by sufffxation a nd 2.33 o/o of lhcplurals by suffixalion of a nasal elemcnt)

l d l i t e  n k n i f e '

c.6. -(6)rno plurals

nddnuno
od  fund

f d l i t i m u

c 6. -(6)rno plurals
s{)me nouns ending in /ol form their plu|al by adding this affix, sometimes

- ' , l droooins the final vowel.
( 5 ircms; 2:19 % of all plurals, 4.76 % of the plurals by suffixation, and7161Er of

' I , I r r;r ls by suffixation of a nasal elemeno

t  a ! a
l . r  , l q

' J ! I Q

"carpus; malleolus" g inoomo

"old (of persons)" k i idzooiro (zaborski has

hlklE.g" which seems to be an error; Eld etki^ <197 4t 42) also h^s / oo/)

"bow-srring" h  66soono
l 6 6 s o o m o. la:a (< sw..l-e9-!) "shawl"

f .7. :-ne plurals
( I ircm; 0.44 % of all plurals, 0.95 yo of the plurals by suffixation, and 2.33 o/o of

i ' L' I r r Is by suffixation of a nasal elemenl)

a  J J r  
u a r m "  D i g o i n e

c 8. :__-AL plurals
zrl)orski (1986: 211-212) was the first to record this marker, noring that "It is

, ,rt;rblc rhar only rclationship terms have been found making plural forms with

..  .  ,  l r i r  note our tast two i tems, below) ( l) .
( ll ilems; 5.68 o/o of all plurals, 12.38 % of $e plutals by suffixatio^, ̂ 1d 30 21o/o

/', r)lu.als bv suffixation ofa nasal element)

J.,  L,A
' J J I  t

.  rr  . lUq
acrrr.rnt-q-g.q

!  J 'JQ q

J J t  A

l, .r | ,.rhe

"grandmother" ?ddbon I

.J! t! (< sw' !€-q-vl, "strong"

" Lrlr  (hangc ofthe f inal vowel ro /e/:

J ' . 1 r !  "w i f en
.  r  l t 91  " f r i end "

i.64li-o-L (and 3.6.d-ic-iji)
?ddnon  I
?6nnon  i
?dnogon  i

?66nundsen  I

b '  6 i i b  '  on  i
nd6 ton  i
t  6 6 t  o n  i
' bd  

l obdn  I
"g i i f un  i

?dnos6n  I
i 6 d  l e s 6 n  I

"elder brother"

"mother's brother"

"father's sister"

"brother- in-law"
"mother-in-law"
"father"
"sister-in-law"
"elder sister"
' f i  s h"

I \'ntal afflxes
rl  i lems have bcen found using a nasal element as their plural marker,

,iring for 19.21 % of all plurals, and 41.90 % of the plurals by suffixation.

, (.). :!ULq plurals
I he syllable bcfore the affix takes high tone.
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- _ -!13 ft"T.^,^ 1:"o!nting for 169 % 9J alt pturals, 12.38.k ot rhe pturals by
suiirxztion. and 29.55 9r'0 ot the plurals by sumxarion of a dental element)
?oom ino rrs, ' ' 'al l , ,

b ' 6 b ' o ? o o n e  ' , t o p i '

d '  i  i be  , ' bu t t ockn

g d k ' o n e  u c h i n '

hd ̂ o*ono ̂ o*dno ,,centipede,l

hdpoone

nri "guni ^ou (< Sw. ngunounuungu)
n ioomo  r rg rave {

Ludno obo , 'hyena"

"g ik ine , 'eyebrow,,

c.10.:l:ELcLL plurals

? n d d i , , s c a r ' ,
?un t  ' o  ' b ranch "

b  , i [ bo  ' ches l l

f€dno ,, tongue,,

k ' ok ' o  ' , r h roa t , ,

k ' i dbo  ncheek '

:-dndj

X!-tr! I rrbag to be carried on fte head" khlggklj
k ' 6be  (<  Sw .  kobe  ? )  , , r o r ro i se '  k , 6bodd  i
l6e istree!, path, l
^gono (< Sw. ngomo) udrum'

s  i no  unose ,

?6dnomuut o ( iregularl)
b  '  db  '  o?oonuu t  o
d '  i  i b u u t o
odk  '  onuu t  o
hri  "o- ono "g- 6nuut o

h6n oonuut o (Zaborski (1985:
207) has hinuLlto, bur suggests 'hgruorlilg)

l dnuu t  o
i  6?ou ,uu t  o
n inonko I uut o (and

n i m o n k o l d l i )
rrworm' nri  "gunrj "guut o

ndgonuu t  o
u d n o o b u u t q
"g  i k  i  nuu t  o

166dadd  i
? t l n t  ' odd  i
b ' L i i b o d d  i
l 66nodd  i
k ' 6 k ' o d d  i
k ' r i r i bodd  i

l 6 o d d  i
" 96modd  j

s i n o d d i
jddd ota i

? i l  u d d a
b'r ikonuddo (note the
/ gg/ - /k/ alternarion)
C' 6d'duddo (Zaborski has
6rir i  "duko )

.-, $3"V 
*org. for which we gor this plural affix had beeo collected by others

wrth ditlercnt plurals. Final vowel of rhe basic forrn is dropped. The syllable
preceding the last coosonant before the affix has H rone

.^ !12 i ter,ns,_ 
1:c9un-l ing for 5.24 t/o of a plurats, 11.43 o/o ot the plurals by

sultrxation, ̂ nd 27.27 o/o of the plurals by sull|-\ation of a denlal elemenl ) )

f on  i
i 6 ? o u o
n  i m o n k q  l o

?d  f o
b ' d g g o n o

C ' o o ' d o

'head '

'r leopardo

" thumb"

c.11. l$Elg plurals
(12 items; see c.9 for the percenrages)

"mou th "
"bel ly"

J r r l-r9-c9
,J l ln-a.

|  ! ! "

, . l l c

l r rle
r 'u,, i ls

l : - , , - '19

. , r ! l ra

l.r l ,ll-s ufoot"

|  ,r ,J ( Sw. ) "mortar"
r. :  inq ( Sw' ) ' ,wel l  (n.), ,

I  r , , ' l  "heart"
a , t , . l  toose"

,J l,lLLq ( Sw. ) "saucepan"
; , 1 l o  

t rw r i s tu

d '6 r i i oonuddo
d '  i  i n u d d d
i6b  udd  o
k  i b u d d o

.ocnldd-s
t ' 66duddo  (and  t  ' 66demo)

t  |  ' i i d l uddo

!-s.00&-d.d-s (and l-eoOle,
reported also by zabo rsk\ (1986: 214))

l-i-6.0.u-ddq (and lqP.B!.' as
Elderkin (1974:35))

dok6 lodde
k  i nudde
k  i s  i  n o d d e
n (nodde
e  i n o d d e
su fuF  i  odde
"g  r i  l odde

!idl.ss!.e. (and L6li.l-q.lj)

u id rohuuke

f  i  i t  ' e k o

n[n t  eko

' neck '
' been

"calabash"

0river; lake"
'rnail; clawrl

"breast"

c.12. -lklg plurals
'l'n" n-n^t rro*it or *t" singular form does not drop in the plural Noie the use of

. .rllix with unassimilated Swahili loans
(7 items; 3.06 % ofall plurals,6.67 % of the pLurals by suffixation, and1591o/n of

. t' ll r rxls by suffixation of a dental element)

Vclar affixes
()nlv 8 ircms have been found using a velar element as their plural marker,

' u rrrrrngfor J.49 o/o of all plurals. and 7 62 0zo of all plurals by sumxadon

c. 1 3. -!gkq plurals
tS lreilI zfA ozo ofall plurals, 4.76 o/o of the plurals by suffixarion, and 62 50 o/a of

t,h|| xls by suffixation of a velar element)
J l l 1 ]

j i . r !r ' ldto 'rwi ld aoimal; enemylr dzoo?6tuuke

r  . r ' bn  , , r ope , '  kd  "bouuke  (and  h6 'bok  i  ;  no te

r ilr,: final vowel of Ori singular form is not dropped in this Swahili loan)

: , l o l L s  " h a w k '  t s i l o l l u u k e

u  r '  r l p  " spea r "

c.14.:gkg plurals
( 2 ifc;;i-.6s "/" of all plurals, 1 .90 % of the plurals by sumxadon, an d 25 o/o of the

,.Ll. l)y sufflxation ofa velal element)

r l--q 'wal l '

"farm, Eb4!qb4"
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c.15. =k L plu.als

-, , 
(l.item; 0.44 % of atl plurals, 0.95 % of rhe plurals by suffixa tion, ̂ nd t2.SO o/o ofthe plurals by sumxadon ofa velar element)

gl,ULiS (Sw.) "sackn gdniek|

Affricate aflixes
Only 3 items have been found- using a velar element as plural marker,accounting for 1.31%of all pturats, and 2.86% ola plurals by suffix"ttd 

-- ..

c . 1 6 . - - o i i u p l u r a l s

.. , 
(2,irems; 0.68 go bf a plr.:rals, L90 % of rh€ plurals by srffixaLion, and,6.67 Vo ofthe plurals by suffixation ofan affricale element)

c.17. :__ig plurals

*" o'"ll,X"Jl,3rflIi:iiiill#f;9'?t"1$ithe prurars bvsurnxarion'and33 33voor
d ' o r . r  ' p o t u  

d , d u  l e

c.18. icomposed" aff ix -rnunt e

-, 
We call $isaffjx_'composed,'since it is the only bisyllabic and conrains boththe nasal and the denral elemenrs: only 5 cases t 

"ue_ 
lee"'recoraeJ 1f"_"i t 

"" 
oyzaborski), accounring for 2.'t8 vo oi a|;t\als, and 1.76t;l ri;;jui"f .'U:y,irff,,"uo.,

the variant:mut te has not been encountered.

b'eelo ,,buffalo' ,

9C!9 "snakerr

l i r . i f  o  , , eye lash '

b ' ee fo  "bu f f a l o "

b  ' 661o  i  l u  ( and  b ' 66 fonun te )

9 6 u o  i  l u

?  i  n  i  f onun te  (and  ?  i n  i  f 6 f  i )
b  ' 6d tohun t  

e
k" '  dno?onrunt e
ndkkohun t  e
t  669ogonun t  e

k -  ' dno?o

ndkko
t 6 6 g o u o

"scorpion"

"l iver"
"butterf ly, '

c.19. -ogddrne plurals
Since the two items ( 0.68 % of all plurats, and,7.90 o/o of rhe plurats by

suffixadon) found to use rhis plural suffix have as last consonant /k/ ind /k, /,respectively, this suffix could aiso be seen as an insrance of reduplicarion pius suffix(type b. above), with gradaion of the stem consonanr to voiced stop. In tf,is case, a
good.parallel could be found in the-:Cooo plurals reponed by Zaborski (1986: 206),Dut such a consonant gradation would be isoiated in thl srammir ofo
b  ' ohko  (<  NSw.  bongo )  . b ra in "  

bJnkog t i 6me
I dk ' o (< som ]:tg ?) 'leg (upper pad' f Lif ' ogadhe

11.1.2.2.1.4. Plural by c-hange ofthe final vowel (type d)
lilderkin (1974) and Zaborski (1985) agree on describing the change of final

*,1 es vowel alternation, and rrot as the sufffxation of a vocalic morpheme of plural
, \rrm, which would involve some kind of vowel deletion.

38 iterns have been found with this type of plural formation, i.e., 16.59 Vo of all

(1.1. :g ---> :e
(l itenq 0.44 % of all plurals, and 2.63 % of dre plu.als by vo\ /el change)

J t t  I  s  "8 i r l "  dee  l e

,l,,rski (f985: 214) has ddd I u - withou! tone shift; our data are in agreement with

",r, of Elderkin (1974: 35).

c1.2. ;q --> 3
(2 iterns; O.% of all plDr ls, ̂ nd 5.26 Vo of the plunls by vowel change)

9  r ( l l g

. .J  t  .q

" ch i l d " g * i t t s o
n o t  ' o

r 'uk '  dm i
t  ' 6 6 f e m  i

d.3. :-q. --> j
(2 items; 0.68 % of all plurals, and 5.26 % of the plurals by vowel change)

r .r i . 'no3. 'sicku

r rr le-u-q "soft"

.  
"!uh!-Ia 

"mo!h'
',J 

i-L-Ll.e u s lar'

"doum palm"

" f ibre"
t emberu

"old (of persons)"

"  t h  o rn l

"egg'shel1"

.1,".rr 9

. -  l u b g
' . , J J d e

1 . ' , |  ?

I  r l i i - e

.  '  ' . /me.

d.4. I ---> :li
(7 iterns; 3.06 o/o of all plurals, and 18.42 % of the plurals by vowel change)

? d u o k ' o
oo  I  6bo
h  l d d  i b o
k6nko
t ' i l i i o
/ t i bubU fo
/ i " o i l i l o

'l hc tone pattern of ggl-qbg aod lib.ubri-lg. suggests that :g is inherendy H-
,,1 (ll shiftin; onto th€ preceding syllable). In the other nominals, the H of the
. l'\'\ not surfacc, as the nominal is already H-toncd

r1.5. - --> : j'this parrern of vowel change is the most cornmon, being used for many

ll2 iterns.,5.24 o/o of ^ll plurals, and 31.58 o ofthe plurals by vowel change)

, : .,'.).1_s_S-.19 "hunter" g 0 b o o l o o l i
(a de-nominal adjective; d ll 1.3.l )

gunup  I
f  C 6 n  i
k ' o r i J i



d.6. - --> :.e.
This patern is absent from Elderkin,s corpus (substituted by - --->:lr.
(2 items; 0.68 % of all plurals, and 5.26 7o of rhe plurals by vowel change)

nd lee t  e  "dog ,  nd fee t  o
u ine ,,good; beautiful,, y.Iltq

d7 :9 . - -> : ! .
(2 items; 0.@ % of all plurals, and 5.26 yo of the pluBls by vowel change)

+dkone  , ' sha rp "

d  l dd lunc  " s l im ,
pdnole nnew-born baby,'
n[dmol e , ' tal l ;  deep,,
t  '  i  l o  l e  nw i r chn

t s ' t n q n o ? e  n r e d n

!  i ne  ' bushn

nookone  rPokomo"

kdbo?e  ' , baobab , ,

/66ne breast, l

ooono
h o o d ' o
n  i + o

+6kon  i
d  l 66 l r . t n  i
ndno f  I
nuumd t  i
t ' i l o l i
t s '  i n o n o ?  |

t ' i n i
m06kon  i

kdbo?u
Lg-e-Eg (and /66nuddo)

Llirg,woodsn
t s 6 6 l e ( a n d t s 6 6 l u d d q )

? 6 o o d d z i
b ' d g o  i

d.8. :-c -->:4
(3 items; 1.31 o/0 ofall plurals, and 7.8! o/o of rhe plurals by vowel change)

'grown-up person' g66no
"arrow" hridd o
"body '  m i lo

d.9. :p' --> :-d.
(2 items; 0.68 7o ofallplurals, and 5.26 o/0 ofrhe plurals byvowelchange)

k  ono
t s o o l o

?69oddzo

"nail; claw"

d. 1 0. :9 -->:_L
(2 items; 0.@ % of all plurals, and j.26 % of rhe plurals by vowel changc)

b ' t i ogo  ' d ress r l

d . l 1 . : 9 - -> j i
(3 items; 1.31 % of all plurals, and 7.89 o/0 ofthe plurals by vowel change)

i oogo  " cov , , '  i ddo ' l
"gt ir jko rchicken,, 

Em,
l!  uugo , 'kinsman" jd r ingu

The following alternations reponed by Zaborski are missing fiom our data:
:-q --> :ll, :g --> :-L, :L --> :9.
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, r,rr l0 altemations are the same teported by Elderkin, wirh just the addition of

! --->:g, whose absence Elderkin considered "accidental" (Elderkin:1974. y) ^nd

' ' l  :9  - -_>  l .

I! may be observed that the high vowels / i, u/ , when involved in these
,1r.nrarions, 

'occur 
only in the plural, while mid and low vowels occur both in singulars

,rr l  plurals.

11.1.2.2.1.5. Plural by change of tonal pattern (type e )
\?hile Zaborski recorded eight cases, we recorded the same two bisyllables

', tn,ncd by Elderkin (1974i 39), which change their H tone of the basic form into an L

l,tui-a'
l ,  l Q 9

uperson"

"baboon"

gjrD-e
h  i b e

i,l,r\ rhc rhree trisyllables:

!  i  i k  i  no  ' du l l "

1 iqo-h i 'egg"

/un t dfe "cicada"
r,,t:rlly 5 items, accoundng for 2.18 % of all plurals)

s i i k i m o
Ieg-6.hj. Glderkin (1974, 35) has
singular flgohe)
, /un t  o le

11.1.2.2.1.6. Irregular plurals
Four cases (1.75 yo of all plurals) of irregular Plurals have been recorded; to lhe

r,,ll)wing three already recorded by Zaborski and Elderkin:
I | !-!!-! " h o u s e "  n l d d z i
,,u.rlxrrski (19861 215) suggests that the final nasal of the basic form drops
,'fl rn-dz i ?); but the dcntal affricate remains unexplained)
. ' r  hd6 io  "man ;  pe rson "  hd f |
r )  . I l _q  ' eye "  ? i l l o

, ,  S ] _ L j . L  
' k n e e "  g i l l i b e

one could interprea this as a (unmotivated) shift of a nasal stop (g-iILiJg is
', li)rtcd by Zaborski (1986: 210)) to an oral slop; ir seeals more likely that D has kept

'r rhc plural lhe triconsonantal shape of the cushitic root for "knee' (PEc'gllD-
'uu-L!- (Sasse: 19s2: 81)), losing /b/ only in the singular' The form recorded by
-r lxrrski is therefore secondary. This is a strong case against lhe putat ive PSC
,lludion of rnany triconsonaotal roots to biconsonantal.

II.1.2.2.2. Singula ve rriarking
Forrnally simpler tian plural marking, tic singuladve mak€s use of suffixes or y;

l( cxponents are partly the same Afro-Asialic markers we have already seen fo!
':Lrrirl: nasals and dental stops (velars are not used). Zaborski (1986: 204) and Elderkin
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(1974 42) mention an affricate singulative: " / 6?0 t e 'frcnd, of palm., basic form
f!i39; we have not recorded the singulative of this noun.

Notwithstanding the use of the same consooants as marke6, no confusion is
possible between singulative and plural affixes: the ffnal vowel in singulatives (excepr
in ethnic names, see below) is aler'ays / e/; plural has bilabial nasal affixes, siogulative
only a dental nasd amx (we have not recorded the singulatives in:!9 of Zaborski).

1. :_1_n9 singulatives
Elderkin (1974: 41) notes rhat ,,the.e is a tendency for Sg:ne to be associated

with rhe idea of longness and thinncss',.
?66ro 'rwhile hair',
? i t t o  n l o u s e n

?rinu 
^ou 'rbeetle of the maize"

? t i6 non e
? i t t o n e
?rinru "gune

g  i noo  "ddne

f i n t o n e
l6dbune
t  o t  t  o n e

!!ri!-L!e "blade of 9.,'

b ' 6 6 r e e t e
odboo66 te
k6n t  e t  e
ndggo 'b66 te
mdue t  e
n r i I z ] u t e

o  i  noo  "do
f i n t o
*oob  u
t ' d t t o

k 6 n ! q
ndggo ^bo

"pubic hair"

"housefly'
nleaf '
n hairtr

'dry fish'

"banana (plaot)'

t  6dm i , 'grassn

2. 1!i!ilg singularives

b ' 6 6 n o
gtlbogo oyouog people, l

The fac! fiat it is used with recent unassimilated Sw. loans suggests lhat i! is a
productive singulative marker. We could not find any rule governing lhe choice
Lretwee^ /e/ and /48/ of the affx.

(the final vowel of this unassimilaled loan is preserved and /6€l of the suffjx is
dropped)
nisiki to , 'cut meat,,  m i  i  s i  k i  t  e e t  e , 'port ion of meat, '
s66?e  , ' songu

&6-V-e (<Sw. qgJg) ,'sronen

4-ezu (Sw.) "banaoa (fruit)"

s o o ? 6 n e e t e
(s6d?e is the infinirive of 9!g?:,,ro sing,,; a noun.g]il:3g!g from which rhe

singulative glqfu]tr€gLq seems ro be derived has not been recorded)
/ i l e  r b rown  an to  / d f i t e

(rhe chaoge offinal / e/ to / i / remains unexplained)

3. 
(elhnic namesrr singulatives

As noted by Ehret (1980: 54), a:Lg suffix is used for deriving singulatives from
I'ethnic, names, i.e., names used to refer to whole peoples, and lherefore collective in
their basic form. These names display in any case great variability in the form of the
singulative suffix they use: besides -to, -€6te and:LL have been found. As in
adjectives, two forrns, one for males and the other for females. are derived.

r j idi_
,! !qdc.

J oX-q
. l  o h d 6 l o

J .lruxl
l.'J r:ri-E-(i
,Lr,LdZ_S
'.r1,L!-q

DU(:
t!',rlqll

"Somali"
u  Bon i '
'Dako "

"Dahalon
"Bajuun"
'Oromofl

"Swahil i"
"Gir iama"
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mascllline feminine
?  i  i  i d e t o  ? i i i d i t t s l

? d o o d  d d t  e  ? d o o d C 6 t t s  i

d ' d k o t o  d ' d k o t t s i

d ' o h d d  l o t o  d ' o h d d  l o t t s  i

o t i r i ne l  o  o r i ne t t s i

k d r i i e d i t o  k d r i i e d i t t s i

k i i d z e t  i  k i i i i t t s o
, J 6 I  i k e t o  u d l i k e t t s i

" pokomo , ,  np6kome m o d k o n e t t s i

I! seems possible to create a true plural from l}le basic form; we recorded:

dl-skg|-c-0-L "oako men/women'

'Ihe 
=:J!Lgq sufffx is freely used for deriving other feminines from nouns of

, Lrrg beings: aparl from nat ' et t 3q "female" (used also for "woman", but mole

lr( rr for specifying the female sex of an animal), we recorded idnettso "female
, 'rrlrt>g". In any caie, a P form otiginating out of the F is excluded.

I1.1.2.2.3. lnvariable nouns
Apart from such mass-oouns as !g?g "wa!er'or u-Qlgg "eanh", which do not

,.y,1:ry number-variability, we include in this category such words as monno "much,
, rv , g i n i g i n i "quickly", 0.1L1:gLe "slowly", a nd some. others' .which behave
. nrirciically as nouns (unlike particles, they cannot en(er in tie verDal. pnrase nor m
, t)irrricle complex, see IL2.1. and IL3 1), and morphologically show the same shape

.,'l paftem of formation of 'ttruerr nouns (in particular, o!-:&!-q is perhaps an old

rlLrlerive).

11.1.1- Adiectives
Adiectives have M. F and P forms.
As in other Cushilic languaSes, adjectives jn D play only a rnarginal role; they

Lrklir)n as a subsel of nouns having the peculiarily of gender_sensilivity, but one can

,rc that the F ending of adjectives, :ll!19Y, appears io nouns loo' when the
.Lnlng atlows couples of M and F nouns (cfl the "elhnic names")

'iire only pluialization device possible with adjectives is tixe change of the final

$ (t Especially frequent is the ending - for MS, with the change - ---> :-L in lhe

t.n kf . IL7.2.2.1.4., d.5).
Adjecrives boirowed from Sw are invariable, or the sw. plural class may be

,,1 rs in the followiog sentence:

? o d d 6 k -  o  m o m b o  ? d k k o l e  m o o g o
d2y-thjeM fiin8' all new-P
"cver),thing is new. today"
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irl which q!!gq is lhe Sw. plural of &Q!g inew", and is in agreemenr with lhe Sw.
word OgLbg ithings, affairs',.

ll. 1.3.1. De-nominal adiectives

.A few cases of de-oominal adjecrives wirh the meaning 'having X have oeen
recorded.

From a noun like !Lil_!Sg "child" ir is possible ro derive:
g -  i t t s o t t 3 e "having child (M)"

g * i t t s o t t s i t t s e  '  ( D "
g * i t t s o t t s i  '  ( p ) "

(flom '9:jttsg-ettse, erc., wirh applicalion of vowel conrracrion (pR 5)).
After- some hesitation, the informani produced a similar (irregular) form after

ao unassimilated Swahili !r'ord:
gi_Lggl riglassrr (< EnSlish glarE) ---> 9 | losqtts ittse ,,having glass (F),,

Elderkin (1974: 46) recorded orher instances of derivation of adjectives from
nouns, all with the meaning "having X,.

. . In some cases, the meaning of such a derivative adjeclive seerns to have been
lexicalized:

guboo I i d-',ro hunr' hunler,,, p: gth_qlll_qgLl
b'dgqDo "bel ly" --> b'doqmodnittse',pregnanr, '  ( ' ,having bel ly")

I I . l .4. Numerals
D numerals have been recorded up to,,5', only; from,'6" onwards the Sw.

numerals are used.
The numerals are invariable, except for "1,,, which has a F fom.

one: eott ik-e (M), uottdk*e (F)
twor IL[!s
three: Llsbs
fourr sot6 |  o
f ive: ddurot te

In some cases, M gql!.gf,]g has aiso been used for F: nit ,ettsq vott[k*e
"one womanrr(cfl II.1.2.1. oo rhe decay of the category of ge"de.in O1

. Actually, Sw. numerals are often used also for ',1', to ,i5,,, as in the following
cazuat senlence:

2 )  h d l i  s g i d l o  ? o n n o  t o n u  n o t t s i  g u d d e
mm 4 ot 5 walk{t-3p h6h
'Four or five men went into the bush"

in which Sw. !_s!-a "5. has been used instead of D ddu,o t t e, even in the presence of
the D numeral for ',4,,.

37

I I .1.5. Pronouns
II.1.5.1. Personal pronouns
There are two series of personal pronouns, independent and bound. Some

;xrsons have a special reduced form of the independent pronouns when a
t, )srposition is affixed to them.

lndeoendent Dronoun Reduced foro, Bound pronoun
- 7 i

-ku (M)
_k i (F)
-du
- d i
- n i
-kunn6 (M)
-k  I nnd  (F )
-?  i J t d

l s  ?d I  i
. r5  ?ddt  o

I I '

. t l ,

? idu
? i d i

Jt djr i
? o t t o

?o n-

?u-  *

? i -  *

.00 n-

i l ,  ?umndDu

' 
l)lus geminalion of the following consonant.

Elderkio (1974: 47) proposes as underlying forms for 3 '?ud,'? i d; from '3!d

rrrtl 'orjuu would be derived 3P ?unndnu; as the assimilation of dentals is found
.r ()ng the processes of D, Elderkin's proposal also explains dire reduced forDs and
rlrc gcmination of the following consonant.

The H tone on final /o/ of:LgnO:i, :Li-Ogi, and:lh.ti is shifted back by
I R . J .

I1.1.5.1.1. Independent personal pronouns
These may be used in any syntaclic role, but ooly as subjecb of nominal

r( lcnces zre they compulsoryr subjects of verbal sentences can be syntactically
.rl'scn!, as the verb is normally inflected for the person of the subject, and fie
t)ri)noun may be added for emphasis or clarity, For the same reason, independent
|r'rsonal pronouns are somelimes added with the same referenl as bound pronouns
n vxrious syntactic roles (object and adpositional phrases, etc.), and may take their
r,,luccd form. This occurs mos! frequenlly with kligi "selfl' and the accusative

"r.rrkcr !gue, which is optionally used with the iodependent pronouns to enforce
l',rind pronouns funcrioning as object.

Reflexive pronouns are constructed with the affix :gitrL "selfl'.
Examples of the use of the bound forms are seen in the following

1 )  ? 6 n + k u s i  ? i l l o  0 6 ! 9
I+roo eyes 8et-C2-ls
"l loo have got my eyes (back)" (from (ext No. 3r lhe spcaker was pretending

1,, l)c blind, and now he says that he can see again)
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4 )  ?6n i+no  ?uk -o t t o  hd lo  ? ' j +kobe  uohe+? fe l
I+PERF here come-C2-1s he+ACC see-I+ALL

rrl came here in o.der to see him-

II.1.5,1.2. Bound persooal pronouns
These are amxed to various elements, both before and after the verb.
As may.b€ seen from the preceding chan, 25 forms disringuish M and F affixes.

lnrs fiuy welt be a new torrnation (based on the similar 35 forms). rather than a
preservalion of an Afroasiatic "rare archaismx, as Hctzron believes (f98b: Zl).

3 forms ar.e -always facultative, a transirive verb without expressed object
implying a 3 one (cf. the same siNation in various Eastem Cushitic languiges),

4 )  ? 6 I i  r e  ? 6 l  e i  o
I AFF know-A-ls
nI know hiny'her,'

of:

4 ' )  ?6n  i  t e  ?6  l e  i o  ?d+kobe
I AFF koow-A-ls he+ACC

Bound pronouns can have both H and L tone. They have L tone when direct
objects, and H lone for oblique/benefactive (cl Elderkio: 1974: 30 ^nd, t9j6: 293).
Examples a.e giveo in lhe relevan! paragraphs of rhe synrax (cfl IIL2.2.-3_).

According ro Elderkin (1974.9r, !fu a d ILL are subjecr lo a "devoicing rule',,
whereby their /d/ ch^n9esto /l/ ^fter /n/ of2pand 3p verbal forrns. Our dara do
not give examples of such a devoicing.

II.1.5.2. Possessive pronouns
Possessive ptonouns show variability accofding to both rhe possessor and the

possessed entity; they can be analyzed as composed of a possessive ;ffix and of a ffnal
vowel which reflects the gender/oumber of the possessed element (masculine and
plural ye$UI feminine).

Possessive pronouns can occur as independent words (folowing rhe noun they

leler to) or as suffixes; when independent, rhey prefix the empty morph ig_ (cf. rhe
PCM in the verbal phrase). Exceptions are: the 

'lS possessiva, which, being vower-
iniriai, does not oeed fiis 3g:, and ocorrs mostly as an independenr word; and rhe 3p
form, which can occur only as an afffx.

.lsM "your (SM)"

.'sli ',your (SF)i

1 \ l j  " he r "

. ' l '  "your (P)"
1 l )  n the i r r

masculrne
\ r i^n (, ' rhis,,)  (?u)k-o

(?n )  ku
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masclline and plural forms
?  l t t 3 +  I
- k  u?  +u
- k  i ? +  i
- 3u?+u
- 3  i ? +  i
- I  l ? +  |
- kunu?+u
-ndmu?usu?+u

-  - ?  i J  i ? +  i

feminine
( ? i ) t o

( ? i ) r u

feminine forrns
?  i t t s + o
-ku  ?  +o
- k  t ? + o
-3u  ?+o
- 3  i ? + o
- l  i  ?+o
-kunu?+o
-| l |r imu?usu?+o

- -? i  Xt i?+o

It is evident that the voer'el which shows the gender of the possessed element
fl( rcly copies the last vowel of the possessive for masculine,/plural forms </ i / or

u/), while feminine forms are constantly nurked 6y / o/ .
To lhe possessives, provided with the gender-vowel, other elements can be

rllixed, $ch as the deictics:
no t  ' o+su?+o  nh i s  woman"
not 'd+su?+d+t Io] nrha! woman of his,,

3P possessive pronouns =Li-Li-?: (the forms reported by Elderkin (1976r

.").J)), which parallel the bound pronoun :LL!]i, are less often used than

IL1.5.3. Deicric pronouns
Deixis in D distinguishes two grades: NEAR (rproximiry to the speaker) and FAR

r r('noleness from rhe speaker) deixis.
Like lhe possessive pronouns, deictics can occur as independent words ot as

',rllfixes. Vhen iodependent, lhey are preceded by 1l= Gor masculine and plural
,h icrics) or aL: (feminine deictics).

| \lt (' rhar)

plural

t  au . rK  omDonu

(? i ) k r . rmmr inu

Masculine markers are {k} and the initial vowel {u}: feminine markers are {t}
.n(l  lhe inir ial  vowel { i} .

The near deixis marker is {o), the far deixis marker is {u). Plural deictics are
, 1< rrly made up of masculine forms plus the pluralizing element:(I-I!g-E!.

From these are formed the adverbs ?uk-otto *here" and fukgLlg "there"
i l!)th movement and state), probably derived from fuK]g and ?-jiku and the Loc
rrllx)sition jq (and also used as postpositions meaning "in(side)", cf.11.3.4.2.4.). Cf.
r l \()  rhe adverb of t ime ?uk*ott i  i 'now".
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At the end of a noun phrase, ooly two deictics occurr :kli for rnasculine and
plural nouns, 1[i for feminine nouns, firair y realized as 1f,16], 1[d] because of
VOWEL LO\0ERING (ct L1.3.6.); rhe H tone shiftj back according to TR 2 (cf. I.2.2.3.).

Theif presence seerns to be compulsory in relative clauses, bur they frequently
occur in genitival constructionsJ too; more rarely in the other t'?es of noun phrases
(see IILI. for examples). This suggesrs that the NEAR deictics ate marked, unlike the
FAR deictics which are utunerked.

In the form wilhout an initial vowe!, the deictics enter the particle complex.

11.1.5.4. Indefinjte and inref iogarive pronouns
!/H-lvords for 'e/hoz" and r'what?',, used both as interrogatives in main

sentences and as indefinite heads of subordinate sentences, can have the gender-
tnarkers:LU (M), :LLgi (F), -mom'r (P) sufiixed:

jjl_Q. 'whol"

(perhaps derived from:ij "allative rnarkerl, (cfl IL3.3.2.) and l_rilU',rhat"):

5 )  h 6 d i o  ? r i k u  ? i n i  i i k o t u
nun drat FOC s.ho-M
"who is that rnan?,'

6 )  nddko  ? i i no  ko  I  i  i  i ko tu  9 *  i t t so  ?dk lo f
what deA-lP harsh who-M litde fiar

"what shall I do to that little one?,,

D  d 6 d l q  ? i t u  ? i n i  i i k o t t s i
girl thaFF FOC qrho-F
"who is rhat girl?"

.o-6-d!-q "what?":

?uk "o  ?  i n  i  m66ko t  u
tlis FOC what-M
"what is this?"

M.k_e. uwhere2" (movemenr):

g66go  ?dd t  o  k66ke  nd t  t  o
moth€r you where walk-A-2s
rimother, where are you going?"

t]ltlq "where? (srare):

k 6 6 d o  l d v o + k  i + k I o ]
where home+you(SF)+rhar
"where is your home?"

8)

9)

l0)
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(but the distinction between "where?" of movement and of state is not stricdy
,, lrscrved; cf.  I11.2.4.1.).

tnji]:!:4 I'how many?rr:

[ )  o *  i t t  s o  m d 6 k ' o  t l ' d d t o
children hosr-rnany have-A-2s
"how many chil&en do you have?rl

\(/ith trii!4 and the postpositions, other interrogatlve words are built:

u )  m 6 d k o + o n  i  ? i l o  h u t ' u t o
what+CEN them follow-A-2s
'why are you following thero?"

|  1 . )  mddko+d6+no  no?6 t  o
whar+LOC+PERF go-C1-3F

"where has she gone?"

l . l )  nddko+b 'ono+vo  hd lo t  i  ?ohu
what+before+PAsT come-C1-2s L.
"when did you come to Lamu?"

For "why?" often the sw. loan :bgrg (more tarely k-U-qli) is usedl

I ' i )  " b o n o  h o o d i  b ' 6 + k u + n o  o o h e
whv hoodi NEC+vou+PERF beal-l
r'why haven't you asked rmay I come in?r'l

N.2, VERBAL MORPHOLOGY
II.2.1. Prel iminaries
There is no doubt thar verbal morphology is lhe mos! interesting and most

,lLlJicult area of D grammar. The calegories for which D verbs inflecl are quite familar,
[r(l even most of their exponents are lypical Cushitic; another tract of the verb

l,lrrrrsc which D shares with a lot of Eastern and Southern Cushitic languages is the
, lu xsi-obligatory presence of a number of panicles, among which the seleclors stand
,,rrr (see IL3.2.); we shall call "verbal phrase" the syntactic complex constituted by:
| ()nc or more particles;
,' the verbal form.

while the verbal form is obligatory, the particle(s) can be missing, be clustered
r, )tcther in the "panicle complex", be suffixed to the verb or lo a preceding nominal,
',' cven be pa(ly preposed to the verb and pardy suffixed.

The ;erbal form is made up of a stem and an affix. This in turn can be made up
, ,l I subject firarker and a paradigmatic vowel.

The tonal pattern often distinguishes among verbal forms which are
r)lmentally homophonous.
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Faom a sehantic point of view, the follov/ing categories find exp.ession in the
verbal forml
l person of the subjecl: I (speaker), 2 (addressed), 3 (olher eotity(ies)). This finds
expression in the subject rnarker.
2. number of the subject: S(ingular), P(lural). Number is expressed in rhe subject
marker, but P may also involve the use of a different stem and in this case the
co(espondinS singular subject markers are used (for 3P the 3M form is used); 3P can
also be expressed by the reduplication of the s!em, and in rhis case roo the
coresponding 3M endinS is used.
A 25 can be addressed with a 2P form "if a relationshio of resoect is involved,,
@derkln: t96: 29a).
3. gender of the subject (in 35 only): M(asculi^e), F(eminine); expressed in rhe subjecr
marker,
4. tenser PasyNon-past, expressed through various paradigmatic vowels, tonal
pattefirs and selectors.
5. aspect: Perfective/lmperfective (neutralized in the Non-past), expressed through
modifications of the stem; finer tense/aspec! disrincrions are supplied by rhe
selectors.
6. diathesis: affirmative, negative. This is expressed through various sclectors and./or
various subject markeB and paradigmalic vowels.
7. mood: General (indicative), Habitual, Subjuncrive, Imperarive, Iussive, Infinilive.
Expressed Lhrough the seleclors, and various paradigmalic vowels and endings.

Formally, both syncretism of some categodes in a single morph and
expression of the same category in different morphs occur.

Ste($ never occur as words, i,e,, D verbal forms are never monomorphemic
(with the exceplions of stem-truncating verbs; see below); moreover, given the
suffixal nalure of D morphology, the slem is always the first morph of the verbal
form,

This applies as far as jnflectional morphology is concerned; derivation affects
lhe stems, which can thus be primitive or dedvale. But !o draw a line between
inflection and derivation is hardly possible, since lhe latter involves categories, such as
the person/number of the subiect of rhe verb, which are rradirionally dealr wirh in
inflecrional morphology. The problem will be tackled in the discussion of the stem
exaensrons,

II.2.2. Derivational morr)holog.v of verbs
Slems can be simple or augmenled through slem extensions (:SEs). Since these

same extensions can change the conjugational class of the verb, lhe problem arises as
lo whether we a.e dealing here with derivalional or inflec(ional morphology. we shall
treat all stem extensions in lhis section, but to draw a clear-cut line seems difficllh.

Stems always end in one and only one coosonant.
Since stems are not wordsr and since they come under the effec! of several PRs

and,/or MPRS, another problem is !o know which form of the stem has !o bc
considered basic- we follow Elderkin (1974) in taking as stem (and citalion form) rhe
15, deprived of subject marker, paradigmatic vowel, and rone.

1L2.2.1. Simple stems
Simple stems most frequendy occur in the shape CV(V)C; less frequently also

CV(DCVC occuas. Longer stems are almos! always extended, either through
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l)r()ductive or fossilized stem exteosions. The borrowed verbs are generally extended,

II .2.2.1.1. Plural srems
A few verbs use a different slem in the plulal; the recorded ones are:
'to run": S stem: k:gl:; P stemr LijL:
ito sleep': S stemr L_e!:i P srem: gi_LL:

For 3P subjecrs, plurality - ^keady signalized in rhe srem - is no longer
cxprcssed in the subject rvrker, and the 3M endiog is used:

!j-LL \hey run"

Othe. verbs accept only plural subjects, such as j!el:_,'to live, inhabir".

II.2.2.2, Stem exrensions
Both productive and fossilized SEs occur in D: rhe only fully productive SEs are

rlrc Transitivizer/Causative, the Passive and the Frequentative/plural (which can be
re3lized in three different ways). The most widely usid markers of stem extensions
,rrc the dentals {dl and {t) (subjecr ro rhe idyosincracies discussed in IL2.3.j.2.2.); {m} is
:rlso used, and, more rarely and never alone, the velar {k}. It seems that the Cushitic
crusadve nurker {sl has become {d} through a regular sound shift.

IL2.2.2.1. Stem extensions in ld)
11.2.2.2.7.1. Transitivizer/Causative
An elftension whose basic exponent is {d) is used with the general function of

.r(lding a syntactic "place" to rhe base it is suffixed to.
This stem extension corresponds to the D reflex of the general EC causative in

lsl; as a ma[er of fact, with tlansitive verbs, D uses this marker as a causative and lhe
ixDre marker can also make a transilive out of an intransitive verb. Thus, it has
,rssumed in D the general value of ,,place-adder,,: it makes transitives out of
Lrrrransidves/reflexives (from 1 to 2 places), and causatives out of t arFitives (from 2 to
1 places).

Many simple srerns have been lost (or simply have not been recorded yet), and
rlrc {d}-exlended verb has no coun(erpart it can be derived from; there are many
( ramples, but some of $em may jus! be simple stems ending in jl
?ubod- rtoinvestigate, l

kokkod- ' to remember, l
'goos 

id- "to explain, '

in other cases, verbs ending in :id and :_!_L seem to have a deoominal origin
I l)ut often the origioal noun has not been recorded):
monn  i  i t -  ' r ! o  t h i nk "
m i l ook ' i t -  " t o  d ream"  ( c f .  h i  l ook ' on i  ' r d ream ' , )
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Nevenheless, the "place-adding" functioo is demonstnted in a high nurnbe. of
cases:

a) f.om intransitive to transitive (1 ---> 2 places):
The suffix here is;g[, but the dental affix can also be reduplicated, as in the

causatives (see below), assuming the form 1!gllj[ V copies the lasi vowel of the
simDle stem The basic stem can also have a reflexive value.
lol- "to be puzzledn lo?ad-
?o t  ' -  

" t o  en te r "  ?o t ' od -
d ln- nto pass',
dzoo?- "to die"

+ i  in- nto get welln
uot l '- "to returo (intr.)"

o-oh- , , to stay,,
i  'een- 

"to be shy"
loof- "to hide oneself '

d in id- "to make pass"
dzee?ed - "ro kill" (in one case we
have recorded lkgg?glD
+ i i n i d -  " t o  c u r e "
v o t l ' i d -
g *o f rod  i d -

"to puzzle, astonish"

"to rnake enle/l

"to relurn (!r.)"

"to rnake stayrt

"to vomit repeatedly"
'\o bind repeatedly"
'\o take by forc€
repeatedly"

"ro pull down rhe
foreskin many times"

"to stop repeatedly"

i  ' eened  i d -  " t o  make  shy "
I oolot - "to hide"

b) from traositive ro causative (2--> 3 places):
In this function the reduplication of {d} seerns ro be the normal and

productive case (that with simple {d) being relegated to a few instances):
fog- nto eaC'

lo "/- ,'!o lickn

uoi-  " !o seen

l o  " / o d  i d - "!o make lick"

This recalls the double causatives of many Eastem Cushitic languages, where the
SE assumes the fornr-:gig, :-i.aig, etc. (Ha'.wardr 1984 bis: 79 foll.).

11.2.2.2.1.2. rrequentative {d) - {t}
Always preceded by 11, {d} and, more rarely, {t), have a frequentatrve meaning

("ro do x many timesrr), and the resulting verbs are always imperfective (the
fiequentative meaning often being superseded by the change of conjugational class).

In the follo$/ing couples of verbs, the firs! is perfectivc, thc second is
imperfective and frequentalive in meaning.

tood id- *to feed"

uoh id- "to show"

nontoh- "to vomit"

o!f,Llur: "to bind"
non t  oh  i  d -
m u k k ' u n  i d -

mukkonod- "to take by force" mukkoqnod ld-

mut 'uf ud- 'to pull down the foreskin" o.ul!!ulli!:

tee-b: (< Som. Ac-cD "to stop, prevent" r!gLi-d:

- o d  i d :

n i k ' i d- ,,ro wink ar s.o.n

sometimes the sufffx is .epealed (as for the causatives) and takes the form

n i k' i dod id- "to wink at s.o.repeatedl'"'
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In a few cases thjs suffix has a resuladve meaning:
dobo ooi- "to dap hands,

o ' u f  _  , , t o  p r i ck "

not _ 'to wake uprl

r\ oot clear (if it exists ar all):
jg_Af: i to become old'r ioonid-

dobo ooiod- ,'to clap hands in time (ro
music)"

p'ufud- rrto pierce' (i.e., to prick
umil a hole resultr)

mot 'ot- ' to be awaken

,to convince"

In other cases the seruntic relation betw€en the simple and the extended stem

In a few cases the sumx in {d} caffies a reflexive/medial meaning (as with similar
\Lrffixes in East Cushitic languages)r
0006- "to wash"

00b- "to burn"
"to bathe"

"to burn oneself'

p o o h o t  -

g u b  i t -

We diok that, in this lasr case, at least, we are dealing with a Som. loanr rhe
t xtcnded stem could also have been borrowed from Som. reflexive-middle (third
, r,njugation) g!&g (2).

11.2.2.2.1.3. {d} in vowel-final srerns
D sterns are always consonan!-final; however, all Sw. loans, nuny of which are

v( rbs, are always vowel-final. In order !o provide a suitable basis fo which expooents
,:rn be affixed, a {d} is suffixed to the bofrowed srem. I! can be affixed direcrly,
, st)ccially when the loan ends in /o/:
iondod- (< Sw. -ondo) , , to begin"
i  i  sod- (< Sw - isho) "ro f inish.
ld ikod- (< Nssr' .  -{  iko) nro buryu
loom i n i d- (< Sw. =9g59 ,'to believe,'

when the loan ends in a vowel other than / o/, the inserted segment is often:
iq4l
!" ok i?od- (< Sw. -bok i)  , ,ro remainn
tuk i?od- (<Sw:L{klD ,, to halen

l,Lrr :?gClcan also be added ro /o/-ending loans:
!!l!s?g-d: (and !g! od-, < Sw, :-Qg!_s)
!ee I ood- (from.!rE_Lq?gd:?, <Sw. -oe I eko ?)

ln at least one case, {d} is added to a Som. root (J)l

tuub id- (< Som. g!!!!D ,'!o make',

"to get'

"to sweep'r
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In our view, also 3!!!!€!: "to swallow" belongs here, as a possible loan fiom

Som. I!n: "to eaf', via Boni/Karre !n:; Nurse (19861 303), however, hypothesizes a D

loan in Bo. In this case, {d} is not lost in Perfectrve General Past 15 and Imperative 25.

11.2.2.2.1.4. Perfectivizer :g!d
Some perfective verbs are formed with an extension -eed, which is subject to

the same idiosyncracies of the other {d}-exrended verbs (cfl 11.2.3.5.2.2.).

11.2.2.2.2. P assiv e =jjasl
A productive passive extension appears in rhe form :-Lk!!L; Ehret (1980: 64)

considers it as formed by a velar suffix, occurring also in Ma'a, which he reconstructs

for PSC as '-u:, plus the causative:YsL, but he cannot deiermine the original

meaning of Protcsouth-Cushitic ':llx-. As a tnatter of fact, a marker {kl is not always

linked to {dl in Dr it appears with {m} in luttukum- "to fall", hislorically connected

with I ut t i d- "to knock down" (no simple slem has been recorded; cl Elderkinl

7974:72); i t  seems !ha! /k/ of lut t  ukun- ,  original ly an extension - maybe the

passive marke. - has been reanalyzed as part of the stem; in 3Pl]i!-LqklgEg.0.g.0.Li

"rhey fall", a "new" passive extension:gKd: (cf. 1L2.3.5.2.1., c. ^nd 11.2 3 5.2.2. for

the idyosincratic changes of the rool extension) is added to the root .lllLLllk:. A

similar case is lll-c!.hg4: "to enter quickly".

In still other cases, a formal passive has a reflexive, rather than passive,
meamngl

ll--gl--ih.!d: "to wash hands" (simple stem L:3L! "to wash")

f i I ikud- "to comb one's hair" (cl illijg "comb")

or even a general inlransitive meaningl

E!lhq?Akl!-'to fall in love" (Elderkin records sonkod- "to be troubled").

It is therefore better to consider :j-kg as the passive extension, which is lhen

further extended by /d/ in order !o have a consonant-final s!em. As for borrowed

stems, / d/ gets lost when no exponent is suffixedl
koo i- "to bear a child", passive: !!!-LL&!: "to be born"

I S, 3-s-0il-v-s1-c. !-s-s-Lit-U "l was born '

Sometimes the passive value seefi$ to be missing; we could not define thc

differeoce between LgI: and kgrlh!!!-, both meaning "to be able to, can" (but thc
latter is less frequently used than the former).

IL2.2.2.3. Inlransitive/Perfectivizer :!!o,/ :gLi!
Ehret (1980:62) calls this stem extensionrrslative/intransitiverr; Eldetkin too

(1974: 72) suggests a stative meaning, but notes that some verbs in -eem includc

'lx)dily actionsrr as well as states. The intransitive use of these verbs, too, is not an
Irdication of the meaning of this SE, since the simple stefiB are also often intmnsidve,
rlrough it is true that verbs extended by :e9! are alwavs inkansitive. Elderkin (1974:
'l) atso suggests that these verbs are always perfective (and rheir simple stem - if

J)rcscnt - imperfective), but in our texts, verbs extended by -gjl are, occasionally,
rrrrperfect ive.

The basic form of the €xponent, -eem. formally recalls the Cushitic passive
' q[ (Hayward: 1984 bis: 96); in the plural the affix lakes the form:gl-L[:
t  ipoeeno "l  come out 'r

I  iopon imumm i "they come ouf '

As with verbs extended by lL many verbs end in :3-e-0- without a
,,rrrcsponding basic form:

f'I]PPtzqlL "to land"

:9_C-99[: "to move, change position"
rrr ukeem- rrto set downrr

Pairs of verbs occurring in the simple stem and with this SE arel
! t Ep_ oto come out'r
L , '  i n  i k ' -  ' r l o  t u rn  ( t r . ) "

qe.p-c.q!:

b'  in i  k 'eem- "to turn into, to become'r

11.2.2.2.4. F rcqventatee :-g!eg-0_i!
The nasal and the dental elementi occlr together with a fiequenlalive meanjng

n the compound suffix -g!gi[L!, which is formed by the plural morpheme {om]

I' rrs the Intransitive {een} and the element {it} (itself having a frequentative meaning;
, I  r .2.3.1.2.2.):

loomeeft i t - (< Ig[ g ] o!sgg!-!:) "ro ear many
tlmes.

l u ' t  l ' omeen i t -  " t o  chew many  t imes "
ioomomeem i t  -  "to speak continuouslyrl
lubomeeh i t-  "to hit  continuously"
no?oneenit- "to drink many dmes"

"to come out"

| 'tS: "to eat"

i , r " t l ' -

I  O O m -

lL l ! :

r, e3-9J!=

"to speak"
'ro hitu

"to drink"

'lhis suffix has the same meaning as the reduplication plus {tJ (see below
| 2 2.2.6.). Frequentative verbs are conjugated as Imperfectives.

IL2.2.2.5. Fossilized stem extensions
Ehret (19801 63) ooles the presence in D of a "consequentive extension"

, i.rrkcr '1t! which builds verbs from nouns or adjectives, and citesr !q?g!: "to
, Lr rrk' from !g3g 'rwater". rve may addl

!,rnuouuJ- (- g-U!j|-Ul!j|-Ul!. ?) "to grow" from q rume "old (of persons)"

!, u?at uur- "to rot" from Llifqlg 'rotrenrl

l,Lrt 'u{u- rlo look like, ro resemble" (from Ll4!-:: "to follow" ?)



The form of this extension seelrls rarher:yg, in which V copies lhe last stem
vowel (bu! a few exceptions do exist).

That we are dealing here wiLh a lrue affix is demonstrated by the facl thar final
_l4U is dropped when a derivarional affix is addcd: lLS_?_sJ_: ,,to drink,, -->
nq?ofteem at- olo drink continuously, repearedly' ,  (scc | .2.3.2.4.) and 15 perfccrive:
md?u. Moreover, verbs ending in :!:![ occur without a corresponding nominal:
/ ituuJ- "to carry the game huog ro the bow',; 3ee_vgg_ ,to build" (Ehrer (1980: 63)
has ?o iuu-); h!-ijJ: "to yawn,'j loou- ,,ro pick up,' (does rhis las! example belong
here?). To call this a "consequcntive,, obscures the simple fact that this is rhe D reflei
of the well-known Eastern Cushilic dcnominal (and dc-adjcctival) marker ':tou - .:jitt
(rlat'ward:1984 bis: 99).

A few vcrbs end in :jj, which can be intcrprcled as a fossilizcd s!em-
extension on thc basis of lhe dclction of lhe segmcnt jn 15 perfeclive and 25
Imperativel

9!9ILi: "ro go home": gfuLLg "l wcnt home; go homet"

Pcrhaps we have also a fossilizcd slem exlension in thc final /b/ of sucn verDs
as ? i  d i  b- "ro fetch',  ? i  ddzob- , to cl imb,' ,  and k'od'ob- , ' ro rasrc' ,  whico o-rop
their f inal /b/ in 15 Perfective and 25 Imperativc, and assimilate i t  (as i f  i t  were a
dental) !o a C-affix (see lL2-3.5.2.3. for cxamplcs).

1L2.2.2.6. Reduplicared stcms
Partly rcduplicated stefils convey a frequentativc or inlensive meaningj a. other

f.equentative stem formations, lhcy can be used for 3p subjects, which then takc 3M
exponents.

goggoo I i i- "!o go home,', reduplicated form of g!qlil:" is used for all
plural subjccts.

Reduplication involves the first consonanr and vowel of the simple srcm, and
can be formalized asl

CV(V)X -.> CVCCV(V)X
(where X is any following segmen! or sking of segments). Examples are:
/uuk- uro ff l l "

Is-sE- "to cul"
keek - "to look"
o ' u tud -  " t o  p i e r ce "
hoov- , , to menlion,,

-> /u/ /uuk-
- ->  hohh  oob -
- - ->  kekkeek -
- - - >  o ' u o p ' u f u d -

n o n n o d u -

In its frequentative meaning, rcduplicalion can co-occur wilh {tl:
koo  l -  u to  f l y " - - . >  k o k k o o l i t - ' r o  f l y  a b o u r ;  l u  h o p

An irregular reduplicarion (in which rhe whole srem is doubled) is found in
d'uk'ud'uk'ud- ' ,ro spoi l ,  !o desrroy' from !L_!L_EL::, , !o break', .
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IL2.3. Iofleclional morpholoqv of verbs
IL2.3.1. Conjugations: Perfeclive and Imperfeclive
Verbs are conjugated in D according to two differcnt sets of cndings. whilc fot

,f,rst verbs the set is idiosyncGlic, the fac! that some vcrbs can be conjugated with
l',rh scts, and that the affixarion of stem extensions can lead to a change in the
, 'njugation, suppo(s the opinion that we are dealing hcre with meaningful classes.

tlrlcrkin (1972) spoke of Perfective and lmperfective, but he did not associale labcls
Lr<l cndings; in his later work (1974), in coherence with thc lheorelical framework
L,|rptcd - which discouraged semantic labels and vicwcd morphology as a purcly
t,rrrral study - he jus! cal led lhe classes "alpha" and "bcta". But later, in his 1976
,,rcrview of Soulhern Cushit ic, he spoke of "two 'Aspects' ,  unmarked and
nrrnsitive/ continuous/ frequenlalive" (Elderkin: f 9761 293).

According to our data, while i! is lrue that for most verbs the conjugadonal class
\ just given once and for all, analysis of the semanlic shift betwecn the two classes,
Nlrcrc this is possiblc, suggests that thc labels Imperfecrive and Perfective can be
r\cd with reasonablc accuracy. Taking thc verb l-qb: (one of the few which admit

l! nh sels without inlervening extension, and which has becn uscd by Eldekin too), we
I nrl tha!, when used wilh the Imperfeclive se! of endings, it mcans just "lo hil", while
s i(h the Perfective endings i! conveys nther the meaning 'to hit once (or just a part
,,1 thc body), to Sivc a blow". on lhe othcr hand, when from an intrinsic Pcrfcctive
\(.rb one creates (through an extension) an Imperfective, this comes to mean 'rto do
\ rnany !imesr'. It is true ftat this shade of meaning sccms to be conveyed principally
l)! lhe slem extcnsion, wilh the chanSc of conjugation as an auxiliary devicc, but it is a
1.1.1 lhat intensive or repeti t ivc stcm extensions are always associatcd with
lrrpcrfect ive conjuSation. This associat ion of meaning and conjugational class has
l\'cn greatly lcxicalized, so that wc find both primitive slems and extended stcms
*' i thou! a primil ive root used only as Imperfectivcs, without a corresponding
'I 'nPerfectiverr meaning.

Abou! f ie markedness reiat ionship which is implicd in Elderkinrs (1976)
rl( finition of Perfective as (semanlically) "unmarked", it sccrns ralher that in terrns of
I'cquency lhe opposite is !rue: Impcrfcctive conjugared verbs are more numerous
rnd in any case more frequen! in connected speech. One must also note that, although
r)()n-pas! (either presen! or futurc) paradigms arc aspcct- indif feren!, i .e.,  lhe
lrnpcrfecrive/Perfeclive opposition is ncutralized, !hey are conjugated with the same
'fr of person markcrs as the Impcrfective; this is in accordance wilh the wcll-known
jrlcl thal, when an association bctwccn aspect and tcnsc is prcscnt, the Perfective is
,)lrcn associatcd with pas! actions, and lhe Imperfective wjth present actions: osince

rlrc prcsent tensc is essentially used !o dcscribe, mlher than to narrate, it is esscntially
rrpcrfective', (Comrier 1976: 66). As ofteo happens whcn an aspcc! distinclion does
n()I cover all the tenses of a languagc, the aspec! system of D is restricted !o the pas!
l"lt appears that the lense !ha! mos! oflen evinces aspcctual distinctions is thc pas!
rrnse"i Comrie (1976: 7'l)).

11.2.3.2. Aff ixes
Verbal forms which show subjcct ag.eemen! have seven-fold person marking:

l() l lowing the common Cushit ic pattcrn, masculine and feminine forms are
(lislinguished in 35 in mos! paradigms. Tbe overall systcm follows the lllelbgLil]g
l]3!lgtl (Tucker: 1967): 25 and 3f havc the same exponent, but 15 and 3M are always
(liffcrentiated.
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Again following a (Eastern) Cushiric patlern, the vowel which accompaDres
mosl exponents - and which we call a paradigmatic vowel - is delermined by other
categories. The situation in Dahalo seems very similar to that stated by Ha'.ward for
Arbore:

rrAlthough they occupy the same morphological ,slo!,, rerminal vowels
certainly do_not constitute a single system in terms of the grarnmatical categories they
signal, which include categories of aspect, mood [...]. Moieover, certain s;gmenrally
identical vowels mark a variety of categories, and specificity requires refErence to
other elementsl' (Halwatd: 1j84: 255).

In D paradigmatic vowels concur in indicating mood, tense and aspecr,
interacting with tonal patterns and selectors. They will be analyzed together with the
paradigms (1t.2.3.3.).

. As in many other Cushitic languages, certain verbal forms (infinitive, pas!
negative) do not show pe.son marking, or show it in a reduced form (imperative); as
for fully inflected paradigms, the following endings are found (irrespecLivsof tones):

2S
3M

1 P
2P

3P

llrc second set of endings displays the rypical Cushitic parallelism of the 2P and 3P

, 'r(lings:Lytr and:.Yo; in Perfective paradiSrns the vowel is / i /, in Imperfective and

.l\l)cct-indifferent paradigtns / e/ , giving the following endinSs:

The vowel found in all paradigms in 15,2Sl3F, 1p and, occasionally, in the other
persons too, is the paradigrnaric vowel. 3M, 2p and especially 3p show great variation;
as can be expected, more basic (and frequent) piradigms display greater inner
vanatron,

Elderkin (1974: 54, 80) has suggesred that lhe 3M exponenr is ,,underlyiog,' {yJ,
which surfaces as /i/ or as /)/ (gemin tio ofthe final consonant of tne s[em)
depending on the morphological context. Our theorelical framework does not ellow
such underlying emiries, which nowhere surface as such (even if ao underlying {yl is
very tempring in hisrorical Cushirics! - cf. Elderkin (1972:6)).

3M is marked by the gemination of rhe final consonant of rhe stem (and bv
gsdation for certain consonanB, see 11.2.3.4.2.1.) in all paradigms except perfectiv;
Past General and Non-pas! Subjunctive (respecrively, paradigms C2 and B; see
II-2.2.3.). In the ceneral mood rhe vowel whicb accompanies geminarion is:_1, bur in
the other moods the relevant paradigmatic vowel of the mood occurs. In perfective
Past Ceneral and Non-pasr Subjunctive only the paradigmatic vowel (without
gemioaUon) actl as che 3M marker.

,. 3P has a double ser of endings: while some paradigms allow two different
enolngs, ouers permrt only one.

A first type of 3P rnarking is the plural extension :!I: (altemaring wi*r
-onuh- for certain verbs) to which the 3M exponent is affixed, eventually resulting in
gemination of ,/n/ and the same final vowel (etther / i / or the paradigmatic vowel) of
3M.

IMPERFECTIVE (and aspect-neutral)

.l l' :le!, -t eenv
1l' :i-911, :j-C-C!.Y, :-S[L

r v l)cing *re patadigmatic vowel)

As may be seen, the parallelism is only panial, as /e/ is subjed ro lengthening

rr'hcn the paradigmatic vowel follows, while / i/ is not.

A morphophonological rule deletes / n/ when it i6 word final (i e , when no

.rllix, selector, etc., is attached):

n ---) 0 , /  -**

when an affix follows, /n/ is not dropped, and can assimilate lo the following
rr)Dsonant.

Thels marker of Perfective Past General is problematicr lhe vowel which

\lrnds as its exponen! is neither a person marker nor a paradigmatic - vowel, but

'||upty 
" "opy 

oi ttt" last vowel of thi stem lt is therefore correct to think of 0 as its

,|l,lr*er. wirh cenain stem extensions, such as the passive and other verbs extended

wirh lL, the 15 Perfeclive results in deletion of 3 which surfaces ooly when an affix

l()llows; the same happens with unproductlve extensions such as :!]u and :gL, witl

rlrc final consonanr of other verbs iwhich is deleted), even when a selector follows

.rrd d1e final consonant of the stem can assimilate to il:

r)  ?6Jl i+vo+te ?iddzo (rool ?j-d-dzgb-J
I+PAST+AFF climb-C2-1S
"l climbed"

. , ?6n i +Lin+nq (for: /+uum- + ndl, instead of'l-U-U!-!:[S)
I get-angry-C2-1S+PERF
rrl got angry"

Leaving aside the problemarical 3 persons, the percon markers, once deprived
, 'l rhe pamdlgmatic vowels, arei

PERFECTIVE
- t  i n ,  - t  i n V
-  i n ,  i n v

- v -  0
- t v
- V  -  - l V  * - i

- t e n  -  t e e n v  -  - t  i n
- o n -  +  3 1 1  -  - i e n  -

-  t i n V
- i e e n v  -  - o n i  -  - i n  -  - i n V

l s  0
.ls/lt: t

l P  n

2P tvn

These are the same markeF reconsLructed by Elderkln (1974 5r.

11.2.3.3. The system of D paradigrns
The lense/asiecy'mood opposiiions presenled in II 2.1. Produce the following

n t of paradigrns:
A. Ceneral Non_past



B. Subjunctive Non-past
C1/2. ceneel Pasr (Imperfecrive/perfective)
D1l2. Subjunctive Past (Irnperfective/perfective)
E1/2. H^bitval Past (Imperfecrive/perfective)
F1l2 Positive Iussive (Imperfective/perfective)
G1l2. Negative Iussive (Imperfective/perfecdve)
Hll2. Imperative (Imperfecrive/perfective)
I. Infinitive

These tags will be used in the glosses throughout; e.g.:
n0?6te wil l  be glossed as,,go-D1-3F,,,  j .e.r , ' third person feminine, pas(

Subjunctive Imperfectiveo of rhe verb Cg3: ,to gon.

II.2.3.3.1. Vowel Insertion Rule
Before presenling the verbal paradigms i! is necessary (o introduce a very

general morphophonological rule to accomodate between the stem and the
consonanFinitjal affixes. Since specific MpRs rnay account for specific types of stems
(and will hj presenred in It.2.6), $is can be viewed as the default rule of exponent
atfjxaion..Ir states that C-initjal exponents are affixed through an epenlhetic vowel,
which copies the lasr vowel of the stem.

This MPR has rhe same form as Elderkin,s Vowel Insening Rule o9j4:51):

VOWEL INSERTION RULE (C-EXPONENTS AFFIXATION DEFAULT RULE)
MPR l: 0 --> V26 / V; C_C

with (he specification of the morphological dornzin ,,between verbal stem and affix',.

Examples:

n6t o |T walk'
ndtoto , 'you walk/she walks' /rol -  lo/
k66ko "f look"
kd6keto ,,you loovshe looks,, /keek - tol
d iko "l leave,'
d ik i to , ,you leavel she leaves',  /d ik - to,/
n6?o
nd?oto *you golshe goes* /ro? - to/
I r i bo  n t  h i r "  / l ub  -  o /
l ibuto ,you hir, /she hirs,,  / lub - to/

. As can be seen in e.9., klikqlg above, the insefled vowel is always short; cf.
also:
hidsoobo rI speak, converse
h6tisooboto "you speak/she speaks'/hoosoob - tol

>t

11.2.3.3.2. The p radi'gnts
In the following, the left-hand column is the paradigm pattern: X is any

I'rfccding segmert or sring of segments; v the last stem vowel; c the last stem
,,u,sonan1; subscript x means lhat the affix vowel copies lhe last stem vowel The
rLl1lrt-hand colutnn shows the cortespondiog paradigm for the "regular" (which
nrrns that no morphophonological rule is needed in order to account for it-s foms,
( \( cp! the Vowel Insertion Rule) verb lUb: "to hit". As the stem is monosyllabic, an
ll t{ne on the first syllable may be required by the tonal pattern of the relevant

l).rr:rdigm, or may result from the application of the Initial H Rule (cf. 1.2 2 2).

1l,2.3.3.2.1. General Non-pasl (A)
A present or future meaning is conveyed by the Non-past; in no case is the

trrrrrre formally distinct from the present in the verb. Non-past is marked, in

.riircments not depending oo olher verbs, by {o} vowelling
The fact that Non-past js based upon the Imperfecrive is shown by 3M and 3P

l,,rnrs (with reduplication of the last consonan! of the stem); H rone on the first
'r'll:rble (as a resuit of TR 2, the Initial High Rule) disringuishes this paradigm from the
t rrrrrcrfeccive General Past (C1).

a
I

I
I
t

l s  XVCo
,'S XVxCVxt o

r i\l xvcc i
l t ,  XVxCVxt o

lt '  XVxCvxn o

.,t ,  xvxcvxt en
\t,  XVCCen - XVComm i

In the negative, the same paradigm is preceded by Lligkg NEG+IRR).

1L2.3-3.2.2. Subjunctive Non-past (B)
'l'he Non-past tense of subordinate verbs is marked by {a}-vowelling; as this is a

r., rr-pasr paradigm, aspect opposition is neutralized. 3M does not have gemination of
rlr| siem--onsonant, and is dislinguished from 15 through a different tonal pattern;
s lrilc initial H in all the other pefsons is the resull of TR 2 (the Initial High Rule), 3M

rllix is li, which shifb ro the penultimate after lhe applicalion of TR 3 (the Tonal
li(Ircssion Rule).

I t i bo
l i b u t o

I  uoo
I r i bu t  o

l r i buno

l i b u t e e n o

l U b o n m o

l r ibo
|  [bu t  o
I t b b  i
|  0bu t  o
lL ibuno
l r b u t e n
l U b b e n  -  l i b q m n  i

ls XVxCo
.,s xvxcvxt o
i I I  XVCd
1l '  XVxCVxt o

l l '  XVxCVxn o

. '  l '  XVxCVxt e en o
it ,  XVConfi d



^^. 
As f9r paradigm A., th€ negatjv-e forms are preceded by b,6+ko. The 25 and

2P lornrs ot paradigm B are also used for lhe negative imperative.
Some sentences afel

3 )  ? r i n l  ? 6 l e l o  ? 1 6 6 i o  ? r j k l o l  k r i 6 d t  ? u k " o  f o t r i + t l e l + k t o f
I know-A-ls man that work this dGB-3M+HAB+thar
ItI know the man who lcanl do this work',

4 )  ? 6 I r .  ( ? i l o + ) r e  ? i t e t o  d d d k o t 6 I i  ? u k - o t t o  g . d i o n n d + i f e l + k f o f
I them+AFF know-A-1s D.-p here slay-B3p+Hr{B+rhar
"I know the Daako who live heren

5 )  b ' 6 + k o  ? 6 l e i o  d 6 6 l o  ? i t I o l  h d d s o o b o t o  ? i n t 6 + t f o l
NEC+IRR know-A-ls girl thaFF converse-B-2s er'id+thar-F
"I do not know the girl you are speaking wirh,l

11.2.3,3.2.3. General Pasr (C1l2)
Past is often, bur not always, accompanied by the selectors :!g (PAST) or

:[ii (PERF) and has different p^'adigmatic vowels in perfective and Imperfective
verbs. Pefective Pasr is marked by the paradigmatic vowel { i }, Imperfective pasr by
the paradigmatic vowel {o}.

Imperfective has H tone on the affix in 25, 3F, 1p and 2p, and L rone in IS, 3M,
and on hshortr' 3P (fu!-&.D; tones are shifted back by TR 3. The presence of tone on

lhg afiix9s ensures opposirion with rhe Non-pasr in all persons except 3p !i!!!I]L
(where r}le Initial High rule applies).

Pedective receives an inirial H by TR 2 on all persons, excepr in 2p and 3p,
where the, respective, H and L rones of the affix are shiired back by.IR 3.

Perfective 15 receives a vowel which copies the last slem vowel (except in the
ve.bs srhich undergo stem truncatiod). Atteotion is directed ro the idiosl,nciacies of
Imperfective 3P (cf. 1L2.3,5.2.).

Imperfecrive (Ct)
15 XVCd
25 xvxcvxt 6
3M XVCCI
3F XVxCVxt 6
1P XVxCVxn6
2P XVxCVxt 6n
3P xVCCdn - Xvcomm i

I  uoo
l u b r i t o

l u b b  i
l u b i t o

l ub r i no

lub ' i t en

l u b b e n  -  l d b o n n  i
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Perfective (C2)
I S  X V C
.'s XV;CVyt I

l i \ l  xvc i
lt, xvxcvxt i

l l '  XVxCVxn I

. '1, xvxcvxt in
ll ' xvci n

Negative past sentences fiuke use of the infinitive, preceded by the selector

t, g- (NEG), followed by the affix pronouns and the selectot (see 11.2.3.3.2.9).

11.2.3.3.2.4. Subjunctive P^st (D1/2)
In subordinate past sentences, a paradigm marked by the paradiSmatic vovr'els,

l.l li)r Imperfective and {l} for Perfecrive, is used.
Imperfective has, as the Non-Past, no specified lone on the affixes, and receives

,t l , t i r l  l l  by ]R 2.
'Ihe Perfective follows the pattern of C1 (except in 3P), i e.r H on the affix in 25,

lli. I P. 2P and 3P: L in 15 and 3M. The tones are shifted back by TR 3.

l r ibu
l i b u t  i
I n b  i
l i b u t  i
l i b u n  i
lub ' j t  i  (n )

l u b i ( n )

ts  xvce
.'s XVxCVxt e
\t\t xvcce
l|: xvxcvxt e
l l '  XVlCVln e

. ' t '  XVxCVxt een e
l l '  XVConme

t \  xvc i
'\ XVxCVxt i
1\t xvcc i
1t xvxcvxt i
| l '  XVxCVxn i
' I '  XVxCVxt ine
1 r '  XVC i ne

lmpe.fective (D1)

Perfeclive (D2)

l U b e
l U b u t e

l ' : bbe
l U b u t e
l i b u n e

I  Ubu t  eene

I t i bonne

l u b  i
l ub ' ] t  i

l u b b  i
l u b i t  i

I  ub In  i

l u b U t  I  n e

I ' i b  l n e

some senlences containinS examples of these forms arel
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7)

? . i . d  I  h 6 6 l e t k I o l .  s o f o n j  F 6 ? ? e + u d + ? i + k t o l  |  ? 6 + t e  + 6 6 t o
sne man+rhat joumey go-Di -jM+pAsT+by+rhar o+AFF love_Cl_3F
:d-trlsgstu--kle
iflend+her+M ACC
"when the husband had set ou! on a journey, she loved her friend (:her
lover)"

?o t t o  3o  f o r  i  nd??o teene+v6+? i+k lo l
you-P joumey go-Dl-2p+pAST+by+rltar
'when you (P) had ser our on a ioumiv

--,. 
Pamdigm D is used both in positive and, with rhe selecror Llg: (NEG), negaUve

sentences:

8 )  f i d d i q  ? i s [ + n i + k e  b ' o + u , i + ? i  n 6 ? ? e + k t o l
man her+FOC+ACC NEG+pAST+by go_D1-3M.rhar,,even if (her) husband had not se! out on a ioumev,,

1L2.3.3,2.5. Habirual pasr (E1l2)
The presence of rhe Habitual seleclor 1LL entails, only in the past rense, a

paradigm. characrerized by {ol vowellinS, rones and endjngs being olherwise rhe
same ot Urose ot the Past Subjuncdve (D) above. lo a few rire casei the setector ,sabsent.

-, 
ft_"^to.4 

.q"l,9Jn of rhe Imperfective is, again, rhe same as the Non_past (no(one specrrleO, rrjtjat H by TR 2).
._ The Perfective fol lows rhe parrcrn 

_of C| andD2: H on rhe amx jn 25, jF, |p,2p
and 3P; L in lS and 3M. The ronesare shifted back by TR 3.

Imperfecdve (El)

l i b o
I r i bu to

t U b b o
l i b u t o

l U b u n o

l U b u t e e n o

l U b o m n o

Perfective (82)

t u D o
l u b 0 t o

l u b b o
I ub'1t o
l u b U n o

Ir/b' i t  i  ho
l r i b  i no

2S
3M

I P

2P

XVCq
XVxCVxt o
XVCCo
XVxCVxt o
XVxCVxt o
XVxCVxt ee nq
XVConDo

15 X'VCo
25 XVxC'Vxt o
3M X'VCCo
3F xvxc'vxt o
lP xVxC'Vxt o
2P Xvxc'vxt ino
3P XVCi nq

'l his paradigm is

) /

used both io positive and, wirh L:q: (NEG), in negarive

O+PAST+HAB+AFF

NEG+IRR+PAST+HAB Iove-EI.3M
"he loved his daughter, [but] he did nor love his son'l

b ' 6 + k o i v 6 +  i  i v 6 i  i n o  s u u n o + s u l ? l + u  t  f o o e m n o + u r i + i i
NEC+IRR+PAST+HAB see-82-3P manner+his+M come-out-E1-
3M+PAST+HAB
"they could not see how he came out'

II.2.3.3.2.6. Posirive Iussive (F1l2)
'l he endings are the same as the pas! Subjunctive (D) above, but the tonal

t'.rltcrn is different.
'l'he tonal patterns are the same as in D and E.

Imperfective (Fl)

Perfective (F2)

I ' i be
I r ibut e
l i b b e
l i b u t e
l i b u n e

l U b u t e e n e
I t i bo rnme

I  uoe
l u b i t e

l u b b e
l u b d t e

l u b U n e

l u b i t  i  n e

I ' i b  i n e

15  XVCe
.'S XVxCVxt e
{I |  XVCCe
1l' XVxCVxt e
l l '  XVxCVxn e
. ' l '  XVxCVxt ee ne
1 l '  XVComne

t \

1 \ l

I  I '

I '

" t '

X'VCe
XVIC-V1t e
X'VCCe
XVXC-Vxt e

XVXC'Vxn e

XVxC-Vxt i  ne
XVC i ne

'lhis paradigm is used in both nuin and subotdinate sentences as a iussive (',let
, ,(  hit ,  etc."):

l l r  k i l o  k l n t o  g d t e + k i + k o + i l 6 l + ? o
cvery rhing send-F2-1S+you-F+lRR+HAB+VEN
"let me provide you (F) (with) everything',
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12 )  hddd '  i  r 6?o t  d+?o
say-Hl-S go-F2-3F+\'EN
r'tell her to come'i

13 )  h66d '  i +do  |  6€so+ku  kdddze+?  i
say-H1-S+LOC cloth+that keep-F2-3M+me-BEN
"tell him to keep the (piece o0 cloth fo. me"

IL2.3.3.2.7. Negative lussive (G1,/2)
The endings and the tonal patterns are the same as the Iussive Positive (F)

above, but with ffnal /o/ (thus paralleling the difference between paradigrns D and E)

Imperfective (c1)

15 X'VCo
25 XVXC'VXt O

3M x'vcco
3F XVxC'Vxt o

1P XVxC'Vxno

2P XVxC'Vxt e e no

3P  XVCommo

15 xvco
25 XVxCVxt q

3M xvcco
3F XVxCVxt o

lP XVxCVxn o

2P XVxC-Vxt iho

3P  XVC inq

Perfective (G2)

t u o o
lubL i t o
l u b b o
l u b r i t o

l u b r n o

lub r i t eeno

l r i bommo

l i b o
| ' ibut o
I t i bbo
I  dbu t  d

l L i buno
l u b i t  i n o

I  u b  i n o

The lussive Nega[ive negates both paradigms F and H (lmperative)l

1 4 )  ? u k * 6 + ?  i  b ' d + k o  d ' i n i t o
this+by NEG+IRR pass-Gl-2s
"do not pass through herel"

11.2.3.3.2.4. klrpe:aLiv e (H U 2)
The Imperative has only 25 and 2P forms; differenr endings are used for

Pefective and Imperfective verbs.
The singular is tonally unspeciffed (and receives Initial H by TR 2); plural affixes

have L tone, shifted back by TR 3.
Perfective 25 shares with Perfectrve General Past 15 the characteristic of being

marked by a 0 affix; the same rules (copying of the last stem vowel) and exceptions (in
stem truocating verbs) apply.

,,s xvc I
.,r, xvci

.lS XVxCVx

.l| xvcd
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Imperfective (H1)

Perfective (H2)

t 0 b i
l u b e

l U b u
I  uoo

'fhe lmperfective imperative of rq?: rrto ao' ]s tllll LL (/ ? / is normally

,lr.pped, cf. PR 5); addition of the particle -?d (vEM gives elLL?ILl.3g "come
lrlrcl' (cfl Elderkin: 1974:69).

The Imperative is used in main senlences only; in subordinate andlor negative
'.(.rrtcnces the paradlgtns F and G are used:

t ' ) )  ?oddo+k*o  ?dn  i  ?okk "o+? i
day+tlis I leave-H2-P+me
"today, leave !q91"

r l ) )  ? u k - o  r d ? i + n t o  b ' 6 + k o  ? 6 n t i i t o  b ' d d b o + k u f ? l + u - k o e  n n o k o

this go-Hr$-wtth NEG+IRR show-G2-2s father+your+M ACC until

t e  h d d d u r d + ? i + k o  i L i k o  k o t t o  D r h u
AFF sleep-B-3Mrby+that navel in sting-H2-S

"qo with-this (needle, and) do no! show it to your father; [uotill,
.l('cping st2b him with it in the navel"

(when) he is

11.2.3.3.2.9. Infinitive (l)
oiffelni endings ate used in what seems !o be morphophonological

rlr|n,ation. Elderkin (1t74: 69) has suggested that the Infinitive ending is a true suffix,

n a verbal ending. In our fram;;ork, the fact that the stem may -undergo
rr{)dification during ihe Infinitive-affixation rules out this hypothesis: the Infinitive
lr.rll be viewed as an infleclional formation.

Elderkin (1974: 70) has proposed the following generalizations:
-E for C1Vc2 stenrs ending in any consonant with the exception of glides

r \ \ l  /  g / ,  andV  +  / e / ;
-d the same as the above for srems with V - /e/;

:_a for c1VC2 slems ending in gLide and / g/ , andy + / e/;

:[d the same as the above for sterns withY - /e/;

:9 for C1VC2(v)Ca stenrs ending in zny coosonant with the excepdon of

' '  , . .r |s, dental stops, gl ides, /b/ and/g/i

-!-L for C1VC2(V)C3 stems ending in nasals, dental stops, glides, /b/ and

' l / ;
0 for stenrs with more lhan three consonants (as in lhe other cases with a 0

,l1ir, a vowel copying the last vowel is suffixed; slem truncating verbs suf6x:D

Examples includel
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dzoa? -
i o o m -

"to die'
nto speak"

l-u-E: "to beat'
hof- "to comer'
poh- trto hit(

S€l- "to send'
(the same, but with v - /e/);
t  og -

dzoo?e  /dzoo?  -  e / ;

(in all five precedidg ve.bs, rhe stem ends in C * glide, / g/ and V + / e/)j

(the stem ends in /g/, which assimilates to the preceding vowel before consonants)
?ee t  i t -  " t o  hea r "
(the stem ends in C2; / t / assimilates ro followifiE / n /)
suub id- "(o f i lake' s d r i b i t t i  /  3 u u b i d  -  n i l

I'to climbi

(rhe same)
?  i d d z o b -
(triconsonantal stem, ending io /b/);
!L!LL:sdl{L! "ro spoil''
/d'  ukk' ud' uk' -  0/ (more-than-rhree-consonants stem)
(in the last four verbs, initial H tone is due to TR 2)

The Infinitive is a verbal noun, used with main ,,modal,, verbs such as ,,lo b€
able to, can". rrto wanf'.

. Being a noun, it behaves syntacrically as an objecl it precedes the main verb,
but can also be shifted inro posrvcrbal posilion (see lll'.2.1.) ^nd, can also be
oeteflTunecl

In some cases, the infinitive replaces an empty object (in expressions
coresponding to I'to speak a speech,,, "to eat foodn).

' 17>  i i ko  l onn r i  i oone  ? r j k l o ]
who speak-Cl-3M speak-I that
I'who rold you rhis lspeakingl?,'

18 )  h  i  i i \ one  k6 ro  ho le
tomoffow can-A-ls come-l
"l can come tomorrow,'

b ' 6 + k o  k ' 6 r i b o  ? r i d t o  ? [ k - o t t o  h o f e
NEC+IRR wanFA-lS you (S) here come-l
ril don't want you (S) to come here'

? d I l  ? u k * o t t o  h d l o  ? i + k o b e  u o h 6 + ? f e l
I here come-C2-ls he+ACC see{+\,[N

"I came here in order to see him,,

udko t  I  dzoo?6+6n  i  +k f  o ' l  ?d+vo+k*q  k -61 i
time diel+cEN+that o+pAsT+this run-C2-3M
"instead of dyiog, he ra'l away'

19)

20)

2r)
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walk-Cl-3P food eat-l+loc
"they wenr to eat lfoodln

'lhe inJinitive preceded by L:g:, the affix pronouns (0 for 3 persons), and a

I,irst selector is used in order to negate Past sentences. For the verb fUh:, and with

rlrc sclector !g:, the paradigm isl
b  '  d + ?  l + u o  (  -  b ' [ 6 E ] + v q )
b ' 6 + k u + u o
b ' 6 + k  i + u o
b ' d + u o
b ' d + v o
b ' 6 + n  i  + u o

b 'o+k r i nno+uo

.15 i\l

.rst l
$t
1 t j

'
, , | , M

I  u o e

. ' l ' t i  b ' o+k inno* , . r o
l l ,  b ' d + v o
("1 djd not bea!, you did not beal', etc.)

The same affrxes can be objecForiented (the subject then being expressed by

rlr( independent pronouns)j in lhis case, for a 3P object the affix pronoun:1i.!3 is

. ' J )  b ' o+?  i  no+uo  l ube  (? i kunm6hu  kobe )  " l  d i d  no t  bea !  t hem"

. , r )  ?6d td  b ,d+n i+uo  t ube  ( I dn+kobe )  ' , you  (S )  d i d  no r  bea t  us , ,

. ' , )  ? r i du  b ' d+ku+uo  l ube  (?dd tq  kobe )  "he  d id  no t  bea t  you  (SM) "

.,(,) @ "we did not beat you (SM)"

But the object can be expressed only after the verbal phrase, the affix retaining
Lr\ subject meaningl

?d6to b'd+ku+vo lube ?rikumrndmu kobe "you (s) did not beat them"

I1.2.3.4. Alternations
Allernation can result either from the applicarion of a fully automatic

I'lronological rule (PR), of a category-governed rute (MPR), ot from an idiodsyncrasy
, ,l ir vcrb or a verb class.

It may be difficult lo decide whether an alternation tesults from the application
,,1 ir morphophonological rule o. is just an idiosyncacyr this is true of both tie :-q-u
. r'rlrs and of the :Y! verbs; bu! while the ffrst case is treated under dte MPRS (as

rlr( rc is some phooological rarionale to *Ie change o!, ---> u involved), the deletion of



:y! in some forms is consideted idiosyncratic (i.e., historically determioed, cf.
f i .2.2.2.5 .).

In some cases, where assimilation prevents the application of the Vowel
Insertion Rule (MPR 1), homophony between paradigms A. (ceneral Noo-past) and
C.l. (lmperfective General Pas!) may result; only the use of tle selectors will therefore
disambiguate the sentence.

II.2.3.4.1. Phooologically determined alternations
Ifith speciffc types of stems, the Vowel Inse(ion Rule does not operate and,

instead, various PRs occur between the stem and the affix.

1r.2.3.4.1.1. REGRESSTVE DENTAL ASSTMTU.TTON (pR 2)
rlfith dental-ending stems (either primirive or derived) assimilation of the final

dental and a following consonant affix is observed:
h6nno+do
h 6 t t o
s  r b  i t t o
o  i n n o

i6nt o "you speak,,
i6nno rrwe speak' l

"we tel l  [ to] him" /hood' - no - do/
nyou tel l"  /hood' - lo/

" she  does "  / suub id  -  t o l
I 'we sleeptr /gi i l  -  no/

/ j  o o n  -  t o /
/  j oon  -  nd /

rr.2.3.4.1..2. NASAL ASSrM[-4.TrON (pR 3)
With nasal-ending slerns (either primitive or derived) assimilation of tbe nasal

to the point of articulation of a following consonant affix is observedl
i 6nt o "you speak"
i r i n n n  r q / p  . n a . L n

1r.2.3.4.1.3. VOWEL-CONTMCTTON (pR 4)
It occlrs by assimilating sterns before consonantal affixes; the same two verbal

forlrrs cited above a.e ins(ances of the aoDlication of this rule:
/  j oon  -  l o /
/  i oon  -  no /

11.2.3.4.2. C^tegory-govemed ahernarions
Under this heading we shall deal with the morphophonological rules (MpRs)

which apply between speciffc types of stems and the affixes, and which are not the
resulf of aulofiDtic phonological rules. The defauh fule of 1I.2.2.3.1. will be repeated
here for convenience:

VOIfEL INSERTION RULE (C-EXPONENTS.AFFIXATION DEFAULT RULE)
MPR 1: 0 ---> V; / V; C_+C

with the specification of the rno4rhological doDain ,,between ve.bal stem and affix,,.

11,2,3.4.2.1.. FINAL CONSONANT GRADATION IN 3M (MPR 2)
rJgith some consonants, the gemination entailed by the 3M marker in

patadjgrns A, C1, D1/2, E 1/2, F 1/2, G1/2 resuhs in alrernalion:

OJ

nnal stem /L'/ ---> /ls' /
'  /1 ,  d /  - - ->  /13 /
'  /d "  i /  - - ->  /dz /

" /w/ ---, /g'/

Elderkin adds O --> /h/ and /$/ --> /b/; achrally, no verb ending in 0 (i e., in a

vr rwel) has been found, wbtle /B/ --> /b/ is misleading, given the allophonic status of

L R ] .
To *re result of alternadon, the geminaiion is then applied, resulting in such

l ()rms as:
/ 6 t t s ' i  uhe  en te rs '

fottsi  "he walked"

lroddz i  nhe said'
n6?oo0* i  "he drinks"

It is apparent here tiat some kind of consonant gradation is involved. In three
,,1 rhe four ciies, this is realized through the change of stops to affricales; for the glide

,/u)/, it shows up as ihe chalrge to a slop.

tt.2.3.4.2.2. FINAL /u/ and /g/ STEM ASSIMII'{TION (MPR 3)

Slem ffnal /o/ and /g/ assimilate to a preceding vowel before a consonantal
.rllix (see Elderkin: 1974; 84):

MPR 3: Vx {ui r g} --> VxVx / -+C

Examples:

from jgg: "to love, I ike":

I 6 6 t o "you love/she loves" (see below MPR 4 for the metaphony of
the vowel)

from f!g:
i i!!l-s 'you do" /?un - lo/

i !-0-09 'we dou /?un - no/

from LL_!g_ "to have":
n r n i  t l ' 6 6 t o  " y o u  h a v e / s h e  h a s a  h o u s e "  / t l ' o g  -  t o /

/ ? o t ' -  t l /
/ r a f  -  t i /
/ h o o d '  -  t i /
/ r l o ? o , s  -  i i /

I  rn i  t  |  'ddno 
"we have a house" / l l ' o g  -  n o /

L , ' 6 + k d  t l ' d d t e  m i n i  " y o u  ( P )  d o n o t h a v e a  h o u s e "  / t l ' o g  -  t e l

11.2.3.4.2.3. FINAL:!]u STEM ALTERNATION (MPR 4)

Stem-final :!u changes to /u/ before a C-suffix and 0i
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MPR 4r Vx out -> r,t / J+C,01

from ho?ou- u1q drinkn
nd?uto 'lyou drink./she drinksi /no.lou - lo/

6?uno iwe drink,l
nd?ute ,you (p) drink"

3P of Non-Past add tmperfective cene.al past behaves as {d}-extended verbs
and /b/-ffnal verbs in eliding the final consonanr and taking the aftix :gl!utNL!:
nd?unuhn i  "they drink,,

15 ceneral past perfective and Irnperative S perfective: &6lll

.2.3.4.2.4. METAPHONY (MPR 5)

.velbs €nding io / L w/ have a rule whereby a cenual stem vower rs
metaphonized to a mid vowel when the stem-ending conionanr is drofpiJ according
to rhe assimilarion rule or the slem-truncation rule. "

MPR 5: o --> [e, o]/_U, u,]
witr, the specificarion of rhe morphological domain: ,,in srerns subjec! ro assimilation
anOlol truncationrl

Examples:

from koo i- "lo putri:
k66t o you puvshe puts,i

from lgg3 "to love, like':
+6610 ,'you love/she loves,'

11.2,3,4.2,5. STEM TRUNCATION (MPR 6)
The final consonant of the stem of verbs ending in :_L is dropped before a C-

suffix and O:

MPR 6; - j ---> 0 ,/-{+C, O}

Example:

f r om goo l i i -  r r t o  go  home , ' l
o6d I i  to 'you golshe goes back home' /goo I iJ - tol

tS perf past Ceneral and S perf Imperarive g!fui-!-.ll

II.2.3.5. Idiosyncratic altemations
Many verbs, both simple and extended, show idiosyncratic alternations; a first

group of these irregularities (idiosyncracies of the stem) consists in the failure to
.()nform to MPRS to which, on the basis of their phonologic2l srrucNre, they would
lxi expected to submit; a second group (idiosyncracies of rhe person affixes) is linked
() the behaviour of specific verbs and verb classes wheo cenain person markers are
;rffixed to them. Under this heading fall the idiosyncracies of rhe plural.

II.2.3.5.1. tdiosyncracies of the slem
II. 2.3.5. 1.1. EXCEPTION TO DENTAI ASSIMII-ATION
The fioal / | / of the verb ggl: "to send" does |rot undelgo assimilation to a

li rllowing C-suflix:
g6teto "you send/ she sendsr'  /get - to/

Elderkin (19741 83) mentions the verb tlllL: "ro heap up" (nro bury, cov€r
ul)" in Eh.et, Elderkin and Nurse (1989: 41)) as an instance of a non-assimilatng / d' /-
sre m. \ve did not record this item.

1r.2.3.5.1.2. EXCEP.|ION TO FINAL /u,/ and /9,/ STEM ASSIMILATION
The verb E!!: "to wait" does not conform to MPR 3: irs final /g/ never

russimilates:
sugo "l  wait"
: igu t o "you wait/she waits'

It is possible that the failure to assimilate goes back to the loan- origin (from
s()mali ?) of this velb.

II.2.3.5.2. Idiosyncracies of the person affixes
Idiosyncracies of the person affixes have been found for 3P of Non-Past and

(;cneral Past paradigms of Imperfective verbs, and fo. lS Ceneral Past and 25
lrnDentive of Perfective verbs.

11,2,3,5,2.1. IDIOSYNCRATIC PLURAL STEMS
a) apart from the verbs which use a suppletive stem in the plural (ct II.2.2.1.1.)

the verbs g:-s-i: "to stay'' and [:eh: "ro be silent" make all their plural forms with
rhc 3P extension :g!::
o -  dhonno
g -  6hon t  e
g -  6homp  i

t r ' 6 h o n n o
b  '  6hon t  e
b ' 6 h o m h  i

"we stayn /g*oi- on- nol

"you (P) s!ay" /g-oi- om- ten/
I'they stayrl

"we are si lent '  /b'eh- on- nol

"you (P) are si lenf '  /b'eh- orn- tenl

"they are silent"
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b) the verb fql: to go" does not possess 3p forrns; relevant 3M forft.s of the
verb I9l: "to s/alk( are used instead: n d t s t s i ',he goes, walks; they go, walk". This
seerns to have been recognized already by Elderkin (1973: 2), who spoke of,,partial
suppletionn between the two stems.

c) some simple or extended verbs, in which /k/ or /k,/  precedes ao
extension (-V(V)d/t. :ll0), make their plural forms wirh an unusual and complex
pattem, by.which the velar is reduplicared and followed by /oo/ (in ooe case, lL is
arso reouplt(:l[eo,)l

faom pok'eed- nto uocove!":
odk'ok'oodide "uncover!" (Imperative2P)
o6k 'ok ' ood  i numm |  " t hey  uncove r , ,

f r o m n i l o o k ' i t - , , t o d r e a m , ' :
r n i  l ook ' ook '  i t e (n )  " you  (p )  d ream,

ftom fugfLkd- "to join rogerher":
t66nlkookude(n) , 'you (p) join rogerhe/ '

from lutt  ukun- tro fal l" :
l i t  t  ukookuhu0n i  "they fal l , '

As can be seen from rhe examples above, the reduplicared syllable
:!:gg: can eifter follow (in ,zk ' / verbs, ook 'eed-, 

&i_kgLj]:), or, it would seem,
precede the last stem consonant, which would conslitute a unique case of infixation.
Furder research is needed, also on the possible productiviry of the phenomenoo.

d) as already mentioned in 11.2.2.2.3., the Inransitive/lmperfective extension :
E!! changes to :gd_D in the plural.

e) in some cases, a reduplicated stem is used for plural subjects (cf. 1L2.2.2.6.).

11.2.3.5.2,2. S'IEM TRUNCATION IN {d]-ErfENDED VERBS
a) frn l / d/ of {d}-extended verbs (whatever the meaning of the exlension) is

elided in Perfective ceneral Past 15 and Imperative 25:
from kee i ikud- nro be born,', passive of t!j_L: ro give binh':

kE6i iku " l  was born,

from suub i  d- uro do".
sidb i ndo ir!,, (cf. rhe 2p form: sirjb i do)

frcm pok'eed- "!o uncove/ ' .
odk ' e  "uncove ! ! , '

6i

The extension surfaces again when an affix follows the verbal fom:

k66  i  i kudo+uo  " I  was  bo .o "

b) {d)-extended verbs (whatever the meaning of the extension) reduplicate the

Jl' affix =g& in the form ;!agi;, after which gemination of final / fi/ and the :j-
( nding is rhen applied, giving;g$JI[k final /d/ is elided (vetbs extended by lLEl
clide only the second /d/); examples:

from ogo!!lli-, frequentative of ogElgi: nto vomit":

n6nt oh i nunn i "they are vomiting continuously"

from glgig4lrb "to make sta/r, causative of g:gh: ito stay':

g-6iodinummi "they nrake i t  stay"

Verbs extended rhrough :L are likewise subject to rhis idiosyncracy:

from !g?g!9r[i-l:, frequentative of [4?gJ: "to drink":
m6?oneen imunn i  "they drink continuously"

vhere the extension takes the fotm :!!d, 3P is likewise built with :gl[-|J-[:.
Itfore which the whole extension is elided;

from lg!Iee!: "to teat"l
f i f fonunn i  nthey learn

when the 3P affix is differen! f.om:.go, /d/ is nor elided; e.8., from .9llldLii:

si l rb imunm i +uo "they did" ( lmperfective)

r[0b id in+k-o "they did'  (Perfect ive)

11,2.3.5,2,3. STEM TRUNCATION AND ASSIMILATION IN /b/-FINAL
STEMS
some plurisyllabic /b/-final verbs, such as L-g!L!b: "to tasre", akllb: "to

lcrch', aijjzgh: "to climb", lose ffnal /b/ in Perfective Ceneral Past 15 and
I'crfcctive Impemtive 25. wheo located before a consonant-imtial person marker,

rhcy behave as {d}-extended verbs, ro the extent that *ley assimilate their final stem-
( r)nsonant to the following suffix.

from Llglllb: "to taste":

i-!i!]-q "taste!"
r!--0-d---eb-s
k ' d d ' o t t o "you taste/ she Estes"
k ' dd ' ot t s i "he tastes" (cf. rliLLg-L "he goes, walks" from !gl: "to walk")

rrwe tasterl[-!d--cn!e / k ' o d ' q t  -  n o /
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Selectors are not words, in the sense that t})ey are almos! always suffixed, either
l() the verbal fom or to a preceding nominal, o. else clusfered together or with other
I)anicles io the paaticle complex. The reasons goveming the choice belvr'een the two
s(tulions are not clear (if they exisr ar all): surely, thc more are the selectors which a
vcrbal form requires, the more probable is their clusterinS in preverbal position, bu!
scrial suffixalion of selectors !o the verb is also possible- Still another possibi.liiy is to
J)lace $em pardy before and pardy after the verb.

The analysis of selectors is further hampered by a cerlain degree of
homophony among them, and by lhe muldple funcrions lhat many of lhem have, and
\\'hich can be seen in lhe senlences below. It is thcrefore clear tha!, while future
rcscarch will certainly improve our knowledge in this ficld, the tags we use in glossing
lhc selectors are litlle more than a rnncmotcchnic dcvice, based on that function
which seems basic, or most common.

II.3.2.1.:!q| remoter past (PAST)
\(/e call this selector 'lremoter' past (following Elkderkin: 1972 ̂ Ad 1976), i^

lhc sense that it can be contrasled with the perfcct past and always expresses an
x(1ion whose effecls do nol persist in lhe present.

After the final /p/ of 2P ^nd 3P, w-: takcs rhe form -k:g; after other
c(nsonants it takes the form ;g]q. Elderkin (1972: 3) reconstructs ':-Il-s- as the
(()mmon underlying form. Thjs morphophonological rule takes the form:

--uo --> k- o / n-
g'a / C- (excepr /n/)

the tonal behaviour of lhis selector is complex; on lhe whole, it seems to be
ronxlly unrnarked. Elderkin (1974: 30-33) sug3csts tha! it can have H or L tone, wilhou!
\l)cci['ing the condilioning ralionale.

1L3.2.2. :!g: perfect (PERF)
\qhile "perfect" generally "indicares (he continuing presenr relevance of a past

siluationlr (Cornrie: 1976: 52), $e D perfcct is morc specifically a perfect of result, by
which "a present state is referred to as being lhe result of some past situation'r
((brnrie: 19761 56;5G61 fot a genenl survey of thc different uses of the perfect); cf.
thc following senlences, in which the first is PEIIF-marked, the second PAsT-markedl

from ? id ib- ' , to fe(ch', :
? i d i t t o  " you  f e r ch "
? i d i m u n m i "they fetch'r

from lijl4[s! ,'ro ctimb,:
?iddzo ,'l climbed,, (perfecrive pasr lS), ,,climb!,, (perfecrive Imperarive S)

As for /d/ of {d}-enended verbs (cf. n.2.3.j.2.2.), final /b/ surfaces again whcn
an affix follows the verbal form-

Elderkin (1974: 82) veals /b/ before C-affixes separately, considering i! an
instance of assimilation, though noting that ,,assimilation sbems typewGe rhc
exccplioo nther than the rule',. Naturalness for a rulc assimilaling /b/ before dental
affixes is scanty, and in any casc many vcrbs do not conform rJ such a rule (as all
monosyllabic verbs and some plurisyllabic oncs, such as hoosoob- ,,!o converse',). It
seems preferable to trea! all the irregularities of / b/ -finaj stems logether and ro
consider -Vb- a frozen verb formalive (see 1t.2.2.2.5.).

II.3. PARTICLES
11.1.1. General ir ies
We reserve t}le term',seleclors,for those particles which contain a general

verb modirying meaning and which can govcrn lhe choice among differeniverbal
forms; ocher particles, while frequcntly ociurring in the same posif,onal slors as rhe
connectors, rn2y s ll rhcoretically occur in other positions in lhe sentence. These are:
Lhe adposirions, the affix pronouns and the deictics. l'his distinction is useful in order
not !o iollale the category of selectors wi(h elements whose use in lhe vcrbal ohrase is
clcarly secondary.

. As a cover-rcrm, ,,partjcle,' will be uscd both for the selectors and olhers;
particles can cluster (ogether in a phonological word which we call ,,parliclc
complex".

IL3.2. Selectors
As has become apparent from II j.l., many drffcrcnt semantic and qrafluralcal

catcgories f ind their cxpression, exclusivcly or parl ly, through wha(-have been
laDellecl "selectors',. As we have already noted (ct 11.2.1.), D selectors do not signal
person/numLrr of the subject (as is the case in other languages), but only have an
aspect/tense- (and possibly focus-) marking function.

_ It  is probable that lhis is an archaic lracr of D synrax. thc main use of the
sclcctors in orher languages is to help !o dislinguish between verbal forrns which have
become partly or lorally undiffercntiatcd witi rcfercnce !o the subject. Since D has
wcll  preserved the Cushll ic subtecFmarking system on the verb, i t  has no!
encountered lhe need ro acquire rlis typc of selector.

Distinct from the selectors, we find lhe two ',direcrional panicles,' :Li and

; i i, which, though not verbal in character, are only used in conneclion with verbs
(either suffixed or in the panicle comptexj.

k  i  b o + k ' i + n o t  e  / i r i k  i  k r i d  i
gourd+rhar+pERF AFIr fill-pASs-C2-3M
' the gourd is tuLl"

l )  k  i b o + k u + u o  t e  / i d k i k r i d i
gourd+lhar+PAST AFF fill-PASS-C2-3M
"the gourd was full"

( Inorc lilerally: "the gourd has been filled (and ir is now full)" and "the gourd was filled
(lnd presurnably it is no longer full)"; nole lhe passive verbs).

orher:
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3) b  '  d+k  l +no  dzoo?e
NEG+you(SF)+PERF die-l
'haven't you died (yet) ?"

The selectors :!g and:gA are mutually exdusive.

1t,1.2.a. lg affinnative action (AFF)
In conrasr with other seleclors, this neve, seerns obligatory, being used rathet

as a kind of optional nemphasizer" of the verb; verbal forms in isolation are generally
provided with this seleclot while its presence is excluded in negative, inteffogative,

and subordrnate sentences: these two facts seem to indicale that !9 is a verbal focus
mafl(er:

3igkJLsilli +te lubo
0+you-F+PAST+liAB+AFF beaFEl-l S
"I used to beat you (F)"
(H tone on i!: for the INITIAL HICH RULE, TR 2)

5 )  b ' 6+ko+k l+u i i + i l e l _ Iu_bs
NEG+IRR+you-F+PAST+HAB beat-El-1S
"l did oot use ro beat you (F)"

This particle is always placed before rhe verb and can occur isolated. In the
verbal complex, it occlipies $e final position.

11.3.2.4. =Ll habitual action (HAB)
This expresses habituality of |he action, both in the past and non-past. ln lhe

past it requires the verb to be in the paradigm "E".
/ | / is often lowered ro [e] (PR 6).

In the following pairs of sentences, the first sentence is aspectually unmarked
(and, being in the non-past, implies a progressive action), while the second gives
expression to a habitual action:

@  ? 6 l i  t e  f d o o
I AFF ear-A-ls

"l am eatlng"

?dJ r  i +  i  I e  l  l r i go
I+HAB eat-A-1S

"l ear (habiually)"

? d n l  n k u n u m b i  r 6 t o
I N walk-A-ls

"l'm going to Nkudumbi"

4)

7)

8)

())
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? 6 I l + l l e l  n k u n u m b l  n d t o
I+HAB N walk-A-ls

"I go (habitually) to Nkunumbin

Other sentences:

g [? ' o  ? r k fo l+u6+ i l  n i r ] f l ' o t  e
person FAR+PAST+HAB wall
"he was a big man"

b ' d + k o + u d +  i  i  + d g g - o
NEG+IRR+PAST+HAB Iove-EI-3M
"he did not love him"

)0)

I 1 )

12)

l3)

"he used to take a mortar and put il undef his ampit"

? u i n n 6 n u + u 6 + i I e l + ? o  t e  f d  l o n n o
they+PAST+tlAB+VEN AFF do-81-3P

cquivalent lo:

? u m n d n u  f d  l o n m o + v d +  i I e  l  + ? o

"$ey used to do ir"

? o + v 6 +  i f e l + ? o  n k u n u m b  |  9 - 6 h o
0+PAST+Ijr{B+}TN N. sray-El-ls
'rl used to live in Nkunumbi"

k i n t o  ? i d u  d z 6 6 ? e d o + d ' i + i  i + k f  o l
thing he kill-B-3M+him+HAB+that
"the rhing thar can make him die"

In the last example, the abituality is one of "possibility": "the thing that is able
(normally, habinrally) to kill him".

11.3.2.5. h:s=t negadve (NEG)

This is obligalorily followed by :-!i (lRR) in lhe non-past oegative; in the
rcmote or perfect past negative it is followed by lhe clitic pronouns of the subject
xnd by the remote or perfect past selector; the verb is rhen in fie infinitive form. Bu!
if the verb is fu(her specified by a HAB selector, the syntax of fte non-past negatrve
is followed (i.e., both L-q: and:ki occur, and precede all other panicles; the verb is
fully inJlected in the {ofparadigm). Another characleristic that sets !-lq: apan from

rhe other selectors - except 19 - is the fact that it is never suffixed to the verbal form;
nlorcover, it always occupies the first position in fie panicle complex.

l 3 ' )

t4)

r5)

+ u 6 +  i  i
o+PAST+IIAB mor
? 6 t  ' o d  l d d z o
enter-CAUS-81-3M

hold.E1.3M+ITAB O+PAST+HAB



16 )  b ' 6+uo  I  ube
NEG+PAST beaFl
'ihe did not b€at (him)"
(b ' o- is H-toned for TR 2)

17) b-liEl-sL Lv-6jjle I l ibbo
NEG+lRR+me+PAST+HAB beaFEl-3M
"he did not use to bea! merl

II.3.2.6. :M: uffealised action (lRR)
The general meaning of this selector is that the action expressed by the verbal

form has not occurred (yet), and it is rhus un-real (the tag "lRR" - from illealis- - has
been chosen, quite arbitrarily). It occLlrs very often in the negatrve compound pafticle

iEhg 'x/hen used alone, ii often has a conditional or concessive meaning; in some
cases, it cln even assume a future nuance (cf. senrence 22).

m p d k o  g * i t t s o  k o + u d + ? i + t e  t d d b u  m o n n o + v o  u o h h i + k f o f
until child IRR+PAST+by+AFF distress very+PASTsee-C1-3M+that
"until the boy saw that he was in great distressrl

/ 5

(H tone on 39: from the INITIAL HIGH RULE, TR 2)

24) t e  i o o m m i

18)

"t9)

20)
go-C1-3M+IRR come-C2-3M+lRR+LOC o+PAST+ALL quarel enter-C1-3F
"that he went (or) tha! he came, she (always) staned a quarrell

2 1 )  h i i n o  d ' d ? i + k o  ? o + u d + i i + k * o  b ' o m m i
night set-C2-3M+lRR 0+PAST+ALL+rhis sleep-C1-3M

"when the night had set, he went to sleep there'l

2 2 )  k i l o  k i n ! o  g 6 t e + k i + k o + i [ 6 ] + ? q
every thing send-F2-1S+you-F+IRR+HAB+VEN
"let me provide you (F) (with) evert'thing"

11.3.2.7. The p fii,cle-complex marker fu: (0)
when particles cluster in the particle complex, they are preceded by the

particle-complex marker lg;, which we lag "0" and which seems to have no other
function than to mark the beSinning of the complex itself (as in senlence 23)). In
m,rny cases it has the function of c try\ng the H tone of a following panicle, which
would otherwise be lost in initial position.

? d + v o + k * o  n o t t s  i
o+PAST+this walk-C1-3P
"they went'r

0+me-BEN+HAB+LOC AFF speak-Cl-3M
'he said it to me"
(H rone on f!: shifted from ?i: Oenefaclive))

In the following sentences, the presence of 19: disinguishes lhe benefactive
from a possible direct object interpretation:

2 5 )  ? i d u  ? d + ?  i + h o + t e  d ' o k k
he O+me+PERF+AFF cook-Cl-3M
"he cooked (it) for me"

2 6 )  ? d d u  ?  i + n o + t  e  d ' o k k i
he me+PERF+AFF cook-C1-3M
"he cooked me"

'Igithout fu-, the underlying sequence / ? i+nd+t e/ would give, after the
applicalion of the tonological rulesr Allnjll!-. an- would be interpreted as
underlyingly L and iti surface H as the H of the following !li_, lherefore entailing an
objec! inlerpretation of 1i=. ?g- c trying H, however, can be interpreled only as the
surface realization of a following H-toned (benefactrve) affix pronoun.

Only the affirrnative seleclor 19 and the negative L-g: can precede the verb
without being preceded by 1g:

IL3.1. Directional particles

Under this heading we shall treat the rwo particles :?li and -LL, which indicate
movement toward and away from the centre of attention or the speaker respectively
(cl rhe Northern Somali panicles with similar funcrion 9!g and gLD.

IL3.3.1. _3gr venilive (\EN)
We tag this particle "VEN" (venitive). It has rhe general meaning "towards the

ccntre of attention or the speaker, here". It often accompanies the bound pronouns
and the verb6 of motion.

2 l )  r o t t s i + d d + ? o  n o o k o  ? o + t e  ? u k o t t o  h d l i
walk-3M+LOC+\,EN unril o+AFf in come-C2-3M
"he wen! until he affived"

28 )  ?d6 to+no  ?uk *o t t o  hd lo t  i  ?dn+kobe  vo ie+?  i +?o
you(S)+PERF here come-C2-2s I+ACC see-l+me+\'EN
"you have come here in order to see me"
(underlying tonesr /uohe+? i +?6)

I+IRR gourd want-A-1s gourd AFF tell-A-ls
"if I want a gourd Irll ask you (for) [a gourd]"



D)  no?o  hee?6+?  l+?o
water gve-H-2P+me+\tEN
"give me water!"
(underlying tones: / hee? o+? | +? 6 /)

II.3.3.2. :-ij: alative (ArL)
II0te tag this panicle iALLi (allative). Its general meaning is "away from the

centre of anention or the speaker, there". It can also replace a third person pronoun.
Mo.e frequently used than the preceding :l_q, and not only with verbs of

motion, it sets the action of the verb away from the speaker or the current centre of
attentioo. It is often used, however, in naffation to imply that the speaker hirnself did
nol wiftress the event he is speaking of, but merely 'rreportsrr the information.

:_LL is subject to a morphonological rule, whereby / j / changes to / 13/ after a
consonant (actually, after / n/ of 2P and 3P verbal forns); / j / further changes to
/ dz/ ^ftet ^ vowel, but, it seems, only if ALL precedes other selectors (norrnally ALL
is pua aa the end of the particle complex):

_  - l s t  t _- l t - - - >  /  
-

-dzi v_+selector

(Examples of the applicalion of this rule are Biven in senlences 32), 3r, ^^d 34)
below).

Elde.kin (1974: 93) suggests this should be treated as a devoicing rule, alongside
the shift /v/ --> /k* / of rhe past selector :!g (11.3.2.1) and others. This does not
seem phonologically plausible (natural), and we prefer to treat all these facts with
sepamte morphonological rules.

30 )  f d  l onm i+  i  i
do-A-3P+ALL
rrthey are Soiog to do it there"

3 1 )  f 6 | o n n i + i I e ] + i i
do.A-3P+HAB+ALL
"they usually go and do it there"

3 2 )  g * i t t s o  b ' d ? i n d + d n i + d o  k o o i  i n + t s i
youngs lions+GEN+LOC puCC2-3P+ALL
"hey put her where lion cubs lived" (lit.: "in [a place] of young lions")

3 t  k i n t o  ? i d u  d z 6 d ? e d 6 + d z i + i I d ' l + k f o ' l
*ling he kilfB-3M+ALL+HAB+dat
"rhe rhing thar will kill him,,

34 )  ? i ku+dz  t+ te  dokk -  |
that+ALL+AFF run-C1-3M
"he ran there"

II.1.4. Non-verbal particles
Under rhis heading 9,,e shall lrear rhe adpositions and their use in the verbal

complex of rhe deicrics:LLdI (,,rhaf,), :ddl- (,,thaFF");:l.:-g. (\his,),:l-c. (,'rhis-
t1 , ) .

II.3.4.1. Deictics
The deictics, norrnally affixed to the noun (cf. II.1.5.3.), can be suffixed to the

vcrbal form or inserted in the particle complex in order to connect the verbal phrase
Io the nouns; in their bound form, they occur as the final elements in the particle
complex or the verbal form, and the adpositions often precede them (while in rhe
noun phrase the adpositions occlr as final elements). They can also be used in lhe
vcrbal complex in their independenr form; in this case, they take initial posirion and
lhe particle complex does nor need rhe PCM fg:.

3 ,  ?d+  i  i +k -o  ?66kod  imunn  i
o+ALL+this look-C1-after-3P

"they looked after him there" (from lexr No. 5 ',Fumo Aliongwen; here the
soldiers look after Fumo io the bush)

followed in the texr byl

-X )  ?  i n t  o+k *  o  no?? i
wirh-rhis go-Cl-3M
"he went with rhisu

IL3.4.2. Adpositions
D possesses a limited set of elements which most often occur as postpositions

and./or as suffixes. Certain verbs require a specific adposition, while, conversel, the
use of an adposition is avoided when the semantics of the verb contains among its
"deep' cases the funclion that would be carried by rhe adposition; thus, hood'- "1e
say" requires the locadve adposirion jg , while qUh_ ,'to saing,, does nor require :lL
()f lhe instrument.

Apart from their use in nominal phrases, adposirions can signal the relative
"posirionrr of the sentences, thus becoming markers of subordination and building up
the real skeleton of a D text.

Also lhe accusative marker kgbe (and is va.iao!s), rhe focus rnarker li.[L, and
lhe copula:!li behave like panicles, since rhey can enter the particle-complex. They
will be treated in the relevan! sections of the synlax.

IL3.4.2.1. :llg: locative (LOC)
This indicates bo(h movement and stale, and often only the dative; we tag it

" LOC" .
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Its presence seerns to b€ obligatory with some verbs, lhe most frequent beiAg
i-o-odl:'to say (to)", but also jggoeJ-d: ito explain (to)", +uutr- trto get angry
(with)0, ard others:

m hoddz l+do
say-C1-3M+LOC
ihe said (to)tr

38) ?rin I  tB +in+ku+no+do
I AFF be-angry{2-1S+you(SM)+PERF+MOv

"I am angry wlth you"

The movement and static meanings of Jg can be seen in the followtng
sentences:

9)

40)

go-E1-3M+PAST+HAB work-H+LOC o+PAST+HAB home+Loc leave-El-3M
,,he went to work and Ieft (him) at home"

[] iO! o+do I t  i | t |omuon I
farm+LOC cultivate-3P
*they work on the fam'

$ i n t  q + d o  ? i + k u s i + n d  t e  h  t ' i
fam+LOC he+too+and AFF follow-C2-3M
"he loo followed him to the farm"

ro t t s  i  f ooo  f omne+do
walk-Cl-3P food eatl+LOC
"they went to eat" (or; "into t}le eating-place")

The nominal govemed by the adposition can be stated or implicit:

4, ?d+uo+do+k- o no?? i
0+PAST+LOC+rhis gccl-3M
"he went there"
(H tone on 3g: from the INITIAL HICH RULE, 'IR 2)

The use of Jg seems to be excluded when the static/movement meaning is
already implied in the verb:

44 )  ?dd to  kddke+uo  kd i  i  i k i t t  i
you(S) where+PAST bear-PASS-C2-2S
rrwhere were you born?u

ot:

41)

42)

44') ? r i 6 t  o+uo  k66kc  k66  i  i kd t  t  i
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45)

&)

I+PAST N. bear-PASS-C2-lS
"I was born in Mkuournbi"

you whefe HAB+VEN live-A-2s
"where do you live?"

47 )  ?dn  i  i  16 l+?o  ?omu  o *dho
I IiAB+VEN L. live-A-ls
U live in Larrrur

jq is subject to the following morphonological rule, whereby its / d / is
devoiced to /t/ when following a coDsonant (actuallt when following /n/ of 2P and
3P verbal forms). Elderkin (1974: 93) suggests that this should be treated with the
same devoicing rule as the shift of :il (ALL) ro jLgL (see abovq u.3.3.2.). But too few
cases have been recorded to allow any geoeralization.

-dq -> -to /  C_

The application of this lule can be seen inl

48 )  o *  l t t so  ? i kupndnu  hoddzen+ to
youngs these say{1-3P+LOC

"these young (snakes) said to hed'

11,3,4,2,2, -J!t instrumental (,'b/r)
Frequendy used as a verbal particle, this has an iostrumental meaning. [t can also

be used as a subordirution rnarket however, assuming a tempolavcausal meaning and
setting the action of the verb iri temporal or logical connection with that of the
following (main) ve!b; in the followiog sentence the two uses occur togethe!:

4 ,  ddbo  ?uk *d+?  i  p i i i he+ud+?  l+k Io I
hand this+by beat-D1-3M+PAsT+by+thar
"as he beat him with this (other) hand"

The following senteoces expound the adpositional use of _f! for its use as a
subordination market. see 111.7.4.2.

O+PAST child hit-Cl-ls srick+by
iI hit (past) the boy wirh rhe srick"

51 )  ?d+uo  dob i  dz66?e  hood 'd+? i
0+PAST animal kilLc2-ls affow+by
"I killed the prey with the a.row,
(in both 50) and 51), H tone on 39: is determined by the INITIAL HIGH RULE,'rR 2)

50)
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In some cases:LL is used with verbs of movement
rrthroughi:

5 2 )  l i e + k [ d l + ? i  u d t  |  ' o t  i

with the meaning

path+riat+by reum-C2-3F
nshe came back by that way''

11.3.4.2.3. ljnlg - :dlq: comitative ("with")
The independent and bound form are mu ally exchangeable:

5 ,  ? i du+uo  no t ' o+3u+?u  ? in to  g -o i i i
he+PAST wornan+his+M with live-C1-3M

"he lived with hts wtfe"

5 4 )  ? d + u o + t e  h d t o  o l i + n t o
o+PAST+AFF come-C2-ls A.+widr
"I came with AliI
(H rone on 3!: from the INITIAL HIGH RULE, TR 2)

:.d9, and :Dl.q can be combined in jgl[Le with the meaning 'from":

5 t  ?6+no  nun !  o+do+n to  hd fo  b ' uno  ?uk -o
o+PERF farm+Loc+with come-C2-1s moming this

"l have come faom the farm this moming'

This adposition - glossed as uwithu - can also be used in order to indicate a
temporal simultaneity with the action of dle rnain verb; examples are given in III.1.4.2

II.3.4.2.4. :k:-trll.g. "here" / :l-ell-g. - :h]lLLq 'rthereir: state

Deprived of ir tial ?u:, the adverbs ?uk-otto "here" and 3jtk-oll3-"there"
(especially the second) can be used as postpositions with a locative meaning:

%)  i dko+ko t t o  o i hu
navel+there sting-H2-S
'sting him in the navel !"

Being bound words, they must amx to any preceding elemenl, even part of a
different NP:

5D  ?d+uo+k -o  ?  i n t  o+ko t  t  d  dz t i 6? l
o+PAST+this wirh+rhere die-C2-3M
"he died there with this (the bos,')"
(H Tone on ?g: fTom the INITIAL HICH RULE, TR 2)
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u.3.4.2,5. h-a-Llc "(together) wirh"
This oJ y occurs as an independent word, put between the two nouos it links

togetber, and is more of a conjunction than an adposition:

58)

rrhe lived wirh his wife and with his she-baby'

The following serialization of selecrors
complex can be proposed:

child

and other particles in the particle

vl

do

v

j i (HAB)

?d (VEN)
j i (ALL)
n t o
? i ("by")

VI I

k t d l
t t ' t l
K O

t o
k * o t t o
k o t t o

?o (PCM)
t e
b o

? i ("me")
ku
k l
ou
d i
N I

k  unnd
k  i n n 6
? i $

n o
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NOTES TO PART II

(f) Elderkin suggests rhis to be not a plural morpheme, but rather a suffix meaoing
{alrd 

gjnjrsri therefore, b'ridb'on i would nor mean,,farhersd, bur "farher and (rhe)
others" (as in Elderkin: 1974: 1l). Ao analogous suffix is found in Sandawe (8.D.
Elderkin, personal communication, 1l.l.1go). Our analysis of:j_E_L as a plural
mo.pheme follows Zaborski (1986).

(A Eh-r_er, Eldelkin and Nu.se (1989: 32) consider g!b: ro be the reflection of a p.oro.
South-Cushitic root. The only possible South Cusliitic cognate I am aware of is Iraqw
g!L[g "firebrand" (Ehrerr r98O: 238).

(3) Again. Ehret, Elderkin and Nurse (1989: 25) consider 9!gLij: ro be the reflecrion
or a proto-bouut-Cushiric root. This remains unproven, while the hypothesis of a
SomaliBoni loan would explain even rhe final lL affix in D. Orher Somali verbs
boffowed in D basic vocabulary are tg!: "ro be able ro, can" add probably ggb: .,to
burn" (d nore a, above).
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I I I .  S Y N T A X
D syntax follows the general Cushitic basic SOV word order at the semence

lcvel, while in the noun phrase the modifiers follow the noun. in accord4nce with a
VO word-orde!.

. .. In the followin€ we shall trear the noun phrase (rhe verbal phrase havmg Deen
handled in IL3., under the particles), then the seorence, eodingwilh notes on rne
(omplex sentences and the build-up of a D text.

III.1. THE NOUN PHRASE

. .. The head noun always occurs as first member and can be modified by
litlowing adjectives, numetals, nouns, determinatives, and relalive clauses (!he last one
lrcated under hsubordination'. IIL1.4.)

III.l.l. Genitival construction
The modirying doun follows its head and is provided wirh rhe postposirion

- 4j- (GEI*I) {with-lengthening of the final vowel of the preceding word and shifting
l)ack of the H tone); it is suffixed only (o the lasr membei of rhe c6nsuucrion, but cai
lrc followed by orher panicles, especjally by rhe deicrics :kldf (Mi?) and:116l (F)
{sce sentences No. 4) and 5) below).

I) :6f l i1q kd? Ine guh6+6ni
heads many persons+GEN
"many hurnan skulls*

l )  g -  i t t s o  b ' d ? t n d + d n i + d o
children lions+cEN+LOC
'rto a lion-cubs' (den),|

. l )  h 6 d t '  I  n i n l + i n i + d o  ! i n n i

. i )

near house+cEN+LOC be-rhere-A-3M
rrhe is near the house"

k 6 6 d  i  n  i n  l +  i n  i + k  I  o ]
work house+cEN+that
"the house-work,'

no t  ' o  | | | f  o  I  l un6+6n  i+ t  f o f
womao king+GEN+rhat-F
I'the kings wife"

l l d f o  l  ? i n l  l d e  n k u n u r n b i + i n i
rhat Foc padl N.+GEN
rrthat is the way to Nkunumbii

Head aod modifier can also be separared by extra-phrasal words:
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7 )  s 6 n n o  ! l F n i  m i n i + l n l
froot be-there-A-3M house+cEN
"He is in front of the house"

The head-noun can be omitted when it has a geoeral meaningl

8 )  ?duok '  i +  i n  i
doum-palm+GEN
"(the place o0 the doum-palm"

Expressions of posirion and others are ofren rendered with a genitival
conStfllclron:

9 )  d6bo  l u6+dn  i
hand right+GEN
"to dle righl'

10 )  ddbo  566 to+on  i
hand left+GEN
"to the lefr"

11 )  n66ko+on  i
what+GEN

12)  b ' dno+on  i
before+GEN

Infinirives behave like
constructions:

nouns in that thay can be members of genilival

13 )  ku  |  |  o  son rou  I  i  dzee?en  i+  i n  i
every sysrem ki -I+GEN
'every system of killingn

III .1.2. Adriosit ional ohrases
The adpositions were treated in 11.3.4.2. Their use as subordination markers will

be expounded in 11I.1.4.2.
Adpositions are always suffixed to the last member of the noun phrase (see

IIL1.I., sentences 2) and3)), bu! can also appear in the panicle complex or suffixed to
fie verbal form:

1 4 )  ? 6 € 9 0  k o n n a  ? o + u 6 + i i + n t o + k - o  g i b i
fire hold-Cl-3M 0+PAST+ALL+wirh+$is burn-C2-3M

"he caught the fire and with it he set fire"
(wherer :ij:l[Lg *wirh rhar (:rhe fire)tr,:k:g "fiis" (rthe hare, protagonis! of

the text No. I and subiect of the sentence)
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l \ )  ? u k - o  n 6 i + n t o
rhis go-Hl-S+with
"go with rhis !'l

III.1.1. Adiectival and numeral phrases
Adjectives and numerals follow the head-noun. The adjective agrees in numhr

r.r1(l gender) with the head-nouo.
In numeral phrases, the head-noun occurs in the singular preceding the

rrrrrlcral, but in its plural form precedrng such quantifiers as kiliJg "many".

ftis FOC house big A. build-C1-3M+PAsT+that
"this is the beaudful house which Ali buih"

l / )  ? u k - o  ? l n i  h l n l  l l i h o  v i n o  o l i + i n l
dds FOC house 2 beautitul-P A.+GEN

"these are Ali's rwo beautiful houses"

l | i )  n u i  ? u k * o t t o  n i d d z i  k 6 f i m e  t l ' d g g l
town there houses fiany have-A-3M
"lhere are many buildings in the towo"

l ( ) )  ? 6 I  i  + n o  k  i b o  k ' o b o  v d h o
I+PERF gourd 3 see-C2-ls

"l have seen three gourds"

111.1.4. Subordination
111.1.4.1. Relat ive phrases
The relative phrase follows the head noun, and is followed in turn by the

,l( lcrrninative of the head.

. ' t ) )  ? 6 l e t o  d 6 6 l o  ? i t o  ? u k " o t i o  g * d h o t 6 + i l e L L L o
know-A-2sgirl this-F herelive-B-3F+HAB+rhat.F
"do you know the girl who lives here?"

. ' l )  ? d r i t o  ? 6 l e t o  d d d k o t o n i  ? u k * o t t o  g ' r i h o r n n r i + i l e l + k l o l
you know-A-2s D.-P here live-B3P+HAB+that
'do you (S) know the Daako who live here?"

. ' . 1 )  ? d d t o  ? 6 l e t o  d 6 d l o  m u h o m m o d i  h o o u o d d d z i + u 6 + t f o l
you koow-A-2s gi.l M. oarry-C1-3M+PAST+thar-F
"do you (S) know the girl Muhanrmadi has married"

. ' j |  ? A + v o + t e  u o h o  n u h o m n o d i  l d v o  ? i t t e + l + d o  h d f i + v d + k I o l
o+PAST+AFF see-Cl-ls M. home my+M+LOC come-C2-3M+PAST+that
"l saw Muhammadi while he was coming to my houserr
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III.1.4.2. Adverbial sentences
Subordinate sentences are buih on the same pattern, with lhe use of various

adpositioN; as was mentioned in 11.3.2.2., a very common way of linking sentences
with a temporal-codsecutrve meaning is with :_?_L ,'by,', followed by tlle determinarive
of the head-noun:

24 )  so fon  i  r 6??e+u6+?  i+k  f  o l
joumey geDl-3M+PAsT+by+that
"when he had gone out on a journey"

? i d i  n 6 ? o t e + u d + ? i  l e e t o + v o
she go-D1-3F+PAST+by ger-losr-C1-3FIPAST
"having gone away, she go! Iosr" Cb€cause/after she had gone awar...")

! u m e + k e  n o t o + v d + l f e l a ? . j l L l o l  |  ? q + v d + i t + n t o  o l i  k u l u n o
bush+ACC walk-lS+PAST+HAB+by+rha! 0+pAsT+rhere+wirh A. meet-Cl-lS
I'while going to the bush I met Ali"

2 7 )  d d b o  ? u k * d + ? i  k r l 3 i  o d h i e + u d + ? i + k f o l  ? o + v o + k - l e l  k o m m r
hand rhis+by roo hit-D1-3M+pAsT+by+rhar O+pAST+rhis hold-Cl-3M
'rwhen he hit him wirh this orher hand, he held him,,

(in the last sentence:LL appears with a twofold meaning: in the first instance, it is a
nominal adposition: ddbo ?uk*ri+?i ,'with this hand',; in the second it behaves like a
'subordinative particle": DgnirjgillllLlol "as he hir him").

A tempoml action taking place ar the same lime as the principal sentence can
be cxpressed by :[lO ("with'i):

2 8 )  ? q + u 6 + i I e l + n t o  t  u m e + k e  n o t t s o  ? 6 + i  i  ? 6 6 k o d i B u m n i
0+PAST+HAB+wirh bush+ACC walk-E1-3p o+ALL look-for-Ct-3p
rrand while going into the bush, iiey looked for him"

2 D  h d t i + u 6 + i l + h t o  s u u r i k  I  s i i n d ' o n o
come-C2-3M+PAST+ALL+with hide-C2-3M needle
"he arrived there (: at home) and hid the necdle',

(here :4!g "with0 modifies the verbal phmse and signals the temporal proimity of
the rwo sentences: nas soon as he afiived..."; see bclow II.4.3.2.)

A more conditional meaning is given by :Lli (lRR):

3 0 )  ? 6 + k o + i r  n r n i + k e  h d l o  |  ? d + i i  g u i o  ? i t t s i + n t o  t d g o
0+IRR+ALL house+Acc come-B-1s o+ALL people my+with eat-A-ls
"when I am home, I'll eat there wirh my family,'

111.2.1.1. Unmarked word-orders
while the NP-w and SOv word orders are basic, rrEny ahernalive orders are

i''\sit)le, again conforming to the picture familiar in Eastern Cushitic, in which word
'{rl(.r is dominated by pragmatic factors.

'l0hile adverbial phrases precede lhe subject, at least in the basic word ordel,
,r(l are thus the farthest from the verb, the complement phrases are interposed
lrrwccn the subject and the verb:

Adverbial Phrase-SubjecGObjecr-Verb:
t r  n r r l n t  o + d o  g u h o  b ' u r i + i l e l  l i i n o r n u m m i

farm+Loc people rnaize+llAB work+3P
"They clltivate maize in the farm"

Subjcct-Complemenr Clause-Verb;
. ' )  ? d n i + l l e l  o l i + n t o  h d d 3 o o b o

I+HAB A. +witi speak-A-1s
"l convcrse (habitually) with Ali"

tmperative sentences exciude the presence of an expressed subject:
1 l  r o K k  o +  a  I

lcave-H2-S+me
"leave me!"

, ,  g -  6 h o  ? u k * o t t o  s i g i + n i
stay-H2-S here wait-Hl-S+us
"slay he.e landl wait for us!"

111.2.1.2. M^tked word-ordeG
III.2.1.2. 1. Object fronting
A focussed objec! noun phrase can be preposed to fie subject:

' r  9 *  i t t s o  ? [ k u  ? i n i  g o o n 6 + k u  l r b b i
chiLd *|at FoC man+that hit-A-3M
"rhe child, the man beats him"

, , )  o * i t t s o  ? d k u + n o  g o o n d + k u  l u b b i
child rhar+PERF rnan+tbat hit-c1-3M
"rhe child, rhe man has beaten him"

As can be seen from lhe examples, when a noun is fronted, ils position in the
,'rL1lLnal SOV sentence is recalled by a deictic (in lhe examples above, affixed to the

rl) icct noun).

I I I .2 1.2.2. SVX permuBrion
A much more commonly used possibility is that of placing one or more

' 'l|\lrruents.after the.verb (SVX). This violation of the SOV basic word order basically
' rres a loprcal runcuon.
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I I I .2, THE SENTENCE
llL2.1. Word-o.de.

25)

26)
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An SVX word order is moreover the only possibiliry in most of rhe complex
s€ntences; iar this case, the order SVX (where X is here a depeodent sentence) serves
the classical purpose of avoiding center-embedding.

Th€ object norrnally follows the verb in imperarive senrences:

7) bl i l le? ?l+ i+?o kibo+kfol
give-H2-S+me+VEN gourd+that
"give (S) me the gourdi

The same permutation of the basic word order can also be used - under the
influence of Sw. sFitax - in non-imperalve sentences:

8) ?d+no+t c uoho d66 | o
o+PERF+AFF see-C1-1s girl
iI have seen the grl,t

9)

"she has heard men

_ - The posirloning of the objecr clause after the verb in imperative sentences is in
itself iust a subcase of tie general rule by which dependent clauses follow the main
sen[ence:

10 )  h66d '  l +do  n66ko  k ' 6dbo to
tell-IMPV-S+LOC whar wanr-A-2s
isay what you wanf

The subject too can be swirched after the verbl

1 1 )  b ' i i + k o + ?  l l o  ? i l e i o  ? d n i
NEG+lRR+them know-A-ts I
rrl do not know them"

111.2.1.2.3. Focls
A oominal phrase can be focalized wirh the use of li[L or its bound vanant

:qL. The focalized nominal phrase can be either subject or object, as the following
examples show:

1 2 )  n r i t ' e t t s o  ? l t I o l  ? i n i  d ' o h d d l o t t s i
fernale tlut-F FOC D.-F
"that wornan is Dahalo,,

1 3 )  n o t ' 6 + t l o l  ? i n i  t e  l U b u r o
wornzln+thaFF FOC AFF bear-A-2s
"you are going to beat the woman,,

a7

child that FOC old-rhat bear-A-3M
"the child, the man bears him,'

'fhe 
use of flCL is possible in posiiive, negative, and inteffogative sentences; in

rlri hst case, it is also used with simple phrases, which would be unrnarked in positive

l \ )  ? u k - o  ? i n l  k ' 6 6 b o
lhis FOC want-A-ls

"l waot this one'

l r , )  ? 6 J i  b ' d + k o + n i  o l i  I  ? 6 n i  o b e d i
I NEG+IRII+FOC A. I A.

"l arn not Ali, I am Abedi*

b ' 6 + k o + n  t + u d + ? o  h d f  i
NEG+IRR+FOC+PAST+VEN men
rrhat, war4 n^r 64^tr

? d d t  o  ? i n i  d 6 d k o t t s l
yo'r FOC D.-F
"are you (SF) Daako?"

man rhat FOC
"who is ftat marf ri

who-M

d 6 6 l o  ? i t f o l  ? l n l  l i k o t t s i
sirt that-F FOC wheF
I'who is that girl?,i

.  r )  ? u k * o  ? i n i  m d d k o t u
lhis FOC whar-M
"what is this?"

II1.2.2. The obiecr
objects follow the subjec! in basic word order; they can be, and ofren are,

,, rr kcd by lg!e. The use of kgbg is especially frequenr when the objecr follows rhe
., rl) lnd its syntactic function cannot therefore be deduced from word order.

while the absence of afl expressed object implies a 3 one (see ), prcnominal
.l'tr'.(s are expressed through the bound pronouns with L tone (ct II.1.5.1.2.) and,

. \ ( 'rrixlly, with the (bound-) independenr pronouns followed by Lgbg. The following
rr( |lccs are an attempt to illusuale all rhe possibilides of object expresssion:

' ,  ?d+uo  dob  i  dz iC?e
0+PAST anirnel kill-C2-lS
"l killed the pre/
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2 ,  ?dd to  ? i l e to  dou ,o  koba
you koow-A-2s D. ACC
rrdo you know Dawa?,t
(d. 111.2.4.2. for rising-falling inronarion in YE$NO quesrions)

24 )  ?6n  i  t e  ?d  l e  l o  o i i o+k to i
I AFF know-A-ls person+thar

trl know that man,r

? 6 n  |  ? 6 l e  l o + k  i
I know-A-1s+you(SF)

rI know you (SF)'

n ! : n l  ? 6 l e t o + n  i
we koow-A-2s+us
nyou know us'

25)

26)

27)

28 )  ?dd t  d  ?d le to+? l  ?dn+kqbe
you know-A-2s+me I+ACC
"do you know me?n

lgbg cao be reduced to kgg and to &; the latter is a postposition, sufffxed to
th€ last member of the object noun phrase (while the alrernation between lgbe and
8!g seerns to be a matter of rhythm of speech).

.. . - ^... l9b9. and irs alternanb have a general accusalive meaning (and are glossed by
"ACC") and they can indicate fte direcrion of movement (insread= of rhe moie generic
:-d-O.:-ke is found in f,ljlg ,,to where?, whirher?',, conrrasring wirh !!j_d-S ,,where?,
(of state;. cf. ILI.5.4.); there are, however, some appa.ent iregularities, where fullNg is
useo wltnout molon being involved.

IIL2.2. The indirect obiecr (henefactive)

.._ Indirect objecr (or benefactive: ',for, on behalf of...") phrases invotve a
difference from the object phrase only as far as the bound p.onorrns a.e concerneo
(indirect objecr having H rooe, object L tone; see 11.1.5.1.2.). Bound pronouns are
often followed by lri: 'veN',. \7hen a noun or an independent pronoun ,, u."o,
these p-hrases make use of the same tgbg accusative marker, or of just the same worcl
order,-found in oblec! phrases. We label rhis phrase ,'indireit objeir* (r.8, ItO) stn."
"benefactive" would logically exclude senrences such as rhe following:

D )  ? 6 + n l + ? f e l  k l b o d d o  k i s t  f d f f o t f i
o+us-lND+VEN gourds too srnash-A-3M
nHe is breaking our gourds, toon
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r )lllcr cxamples:

1 r ) )  h66?e+n l+?o  no?o
give-H2-S+us-lNrD+VEN water
'rgive us water|r
(underlying tones: /  heC?e+ni +?6/)

\ t )

l r i l

?d I  i +uo  po?o  h i6?e  ?0+kobe
I+PAST water give-C2-ls he+ACC

"l save him watel'

I+PAST girl give-C2-ls water
"l gave the girl wated

IIL2.3. The nominal sentence
"'l rue" nominal (i.e., verbless) sentences occnr only in unmarked (affirmative

.rrrrl non-past) sentences of the type "X is Y", and when the noun phrase is simple,
, , nisisting of the simple noun, perhaps with a modifier, or a pronoun:

"l (F) am Dahalorr

? 6 6 1 o  d ' o h d 6 l o t o
"you (SM) are Dahalo'

.tr6s-i-i4ied-q.q-L
"we are Daako"

?6 t t o  d ' i i i ko to  n  i
"you (P) are Daako"

n d t ' e t t 3 0  ? i t I o l  d ' q h d d l o t t s i
"this wornan is Dahalo"

d 6 6 l o  ? i t o  u i n o t t 3 o
"this girl is beautiful"

Past affirmative nominal sentences use rhe past marker :!g:

? r i du+vo  o r l boo  l oo  l e
he+PAST hunter
"he was a hunteC

?d+uo  o r i boo  l oo  |  |
o+PAST hunters
'\hey were huntersl
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Negative nominal sentences fitake use of the verb ?€gk: ,,to be,,:

4 1 )  b ' 6 + k o  ? 6 d k e t o  u i n e
NEG+IRR be-A-2S good
iryou (SM) are not good,'

4 2 )  b ' d + k o  ? 6 6 k e n o  ' b i i i o i t i

NEG+IRR be-A-lp bad-p
"we are not bad,'

4 D  b  ' d + u o  ? e e k o  h 6 6 i o
NEG+IRR be-l rnan
'rhe was not a man,l

IIL2.3.1. The copula
A true copula is gi (COp); the H rone is shifted back (accofding to TR 3). The

use of:gli refiains to be investigared in detailj in panicular, ir is difficllt ro sale wny :
g]i is used instead of the simple nominal sentence io the following:

44 )  ? i du+su  dddko tu
he+66P D.-M
"he is a Daako,,

4 ,  ? d d t  o  s 6 d n e + k u [ ? l r + s u  i i k o
you name+your(SM)+CoP who
rrwhat is your name?,,

46 )  ?d I  i  sddne+ t t s+ i+su  obed i
I name+my+M+Cop A.

omy name is Abedi,'

4 7 )  k d d . d i . + s u f ? l + r + s u  ? d + i i + k " o  g u h o + k e  b 6 h o
work+his+M+Cop 0+HAB+rhis people+Acc kill_l'rhis work was to kill people',

48 )  ?uk "o  ge t  t s  i  +k  i  ?o+ud+su  i  i ko
this bring-C1-3M+you-F O+PAST+COP whorrwho was to bring you here?,,

As may be seen, the copula can be used in affirmative and interrogative
senteftes, and also in the past, but no instances of its use in oegative sentences have
been found.

. All infoffnants agreed dlat the rwo consrructions (with and wirhout:gtD have
the same meaning.

91

IIL2.4. Ouestions
I11.2.4.1. \fH-Questions
Irronting of the interrogative word is optional, i.e., rhe intettogative woad can

,,('rt)y the sime positioo as a nouo with lhe same syntactic function in non-
lr(.r()gative sentences:

? 6 d t  o  k 6 e k  e + u o  k d d i i k i t t  i
you where+PAST bear-PASS-C2-2S
"where were you borrl?"

' , r )  ? 6 d t o + u o  k d 6 k e  k d 6 i  i k i t t  i

Cf. the answe.l

' , ,D  ?6 I  i +vo  nkunumb i  k66  i  i ku
I+PAST N. bea.-PASS-C2-lS

"l was born in Mkuoumbi"

'  r  )  ?6d t  o  k66ke  i  l 6  l  * ?o  g *  d i o t  o
you where HAB+VEN live-A-2s
"where do you live?"
(nore the use of ki.qkg for a state, instead of kjiiidg)

()r, being inherently focussed, the intettogative word can be fronted at the
' ' l i rnning of the sentence:

. ' r  mdAko+b 'o rd+uo  hd lo t  i  ?o t t i u
whal+before+PAsT come-C2-2s L.
'when did you come to Lamu?rl

n d 6 k o + d d + ?  i + n o  h d f o t  i  ? u k * o t t o
what+LOC+by+PERF come-C2-2s here
"why have you come here?r'

l l  ? d I  i + n o  ? u k " o t t o  h 6 f o  ? d d t o  k o b e  u o h e + k u + ? f e l
I+I,ERF here come-C2-ls you ACC see{+you(Str4)+VEN
"l have come here in order to see you (SM)"

.  h 6 f o  ? o + k i + ? [ e l  ? A d r o  k o b e  u o i e

111.2.4.2. YES-NO questions
I) has no neutral interrogative word; in the absence of a "wh-word", the

,r, ri,)gative meaning is rendered by a rising-falling intonation on rhe final syllables

r , r,. |lrarked /^/on the Last syllable); cf. the following sratemeft and queslionl
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5 ,  ?6a ro  ?6 t  e ro+ i  i
you know-A-2s+me
*You (S) know mei

56 )  ?66 to  ?e l  e l o+? i
you know-A-2s+me
"do you (S) know me?,,

III.3, 'I]IE 
TEXT

ln a text, the verb which has jusr presented a new piece of iofomation is oftenrepeated, in the subordinative mood and foltowed by:?.1_ (,,by,,) or:ki (tRR) ano mede.(erminarive,.lhus building a subordinare which consu;rcs tfi. f"!i.Tif p)"#r. ,o *"Inlormaion which follows:

come-C1-3P+PAST+by+6at+lRR

"the followiog &y they came r; i!; after they had come to it, ir was unried'

r)

2)

+.k+t!-i!!-.|.-----..tkijitr aqff i + k r o I
mrs. look-C2-3M 

_ Iook-DI - jM+pAsT+by+rhar
"he looked; as he had tootei, t e s"ia io ni-,i

oddz  i +do

dzy 2+cEN

93

APPENDIX 1

X t S

lr r lr(  )duCliOn
'lhe five texts which follow were all produced by Dawa Harnadi.
'lhe reason for choosing these, and no! others, is essentially linSuistic, as they

,rr' richcr in vocabulary and syntax. Others would have been perhaps more
'rr( rcsting from an ethnological point of view,

'l he same abbreviations and tags used in the grafim|ar are used; for convention,
,t,lt(rcnt words have been glossed differenrly in the infra-linear translationr so,

|lu q-dj- is constantly translated by "sa/, llbcgL by \ell", and j@I- by "speak".'t'' llicr the gloss of a verbal stem means that the verb is inherently plural.
'l hc EnSlish translatiori airns at reproducing as far as possible the original, even

,t llrc cxpense of the style.

| |  \ ' l  No .  1
I h(. Srory of the Astute Hare and the Droughtrl

r , .rsron recorded on 10.2.1988

6 b  i n o I lo dok66m i ?] i t ] lLkEl
anlrlills with elephant o+PAST live-P-E2-3M

fricnd rime *lar o+PAST+HAB drought elephant

harc+LOC say-C1-3M+LOC gGFl-lP well dig-Fl-1P+An

t s r " q u l e  ? 6 + u o + k - o  n d i i  I  h o d d z i + d o  |  ? d I i  b ' i i + k o
harc o+PAST+rhis retuse-C2-3M say-C1-3M+LOC I NEG+IRR

k ' r i 6 b o  l l  d o k 6 d r n i  h o l l o  d r i b i m o  ? o d d e + s u + ? o  n o t t s i
want-A-ls elephant wirh anirnals companion+his+F walk-Cl-3P

? o + u 6 + i i  k i s i n o  f d 6 t ' o m n i  I  n o o k o  n o ? o  ? d + u o + k * o + d o
0+PAST+ALL we[ dig-Cr-3P until water 0+PAST+rhis+LOC

t a p o 6 6 n i  l l  ? o d d o  l i i n o + o n i  ? o + t e  g i h o  ? 6 k k * i  I  u r 6 r o o b o
gcout C2-3M day 2+CEN o+AFF person leave-C2-3M hyena

you

b ' d + k q + k o  d ' i r n o  |  ? u o n 6 n u  ? 6 + v o + k - o  n o t t 3 i  I  l d g d  l o o n e + o o
NI'G+IRR+IRR pass-C1-3M they o+PAST+this walk-Cl-3P food eat-I+LOC

t D e n u
rcll-C1-3P+IOC
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6 l o  |  ? 6 + k u + ?  i  k  i n i  o  l d  " / o d  i^^ rfrra;++i:tr+:l-!r:Oni d /odid9. || no,lq+.k*,q kompi ?6+uo+k-ccome-on! o+yolj+by riing make_rasre_A_lS honey+gis hold_CTJt.t-bJFeSt+rn,s

e U . s i 1 v d l ?  j . + k l o . 1 * k - o  ? o + t e  d , , j ? i k o k u d d z i  I  i i k o * k d +

i kke+uo+k -  [ e
look-D1-3M+PAST+d1i;

i  " ou  l e+ku  k6+?n+
haie+thar IRIi+\,'EN+AFF

sraik-c I -3M saytt-3vfbt

h o d d z i + d o  l  h 6 6  l k - o n i
say-Cl-3M+t_OC tD *hy I

o n n  i +

h o d d z  i + d o  I  ? d n  i

!q  k66k

+ r n + U *  ^  L  - L L  I
here+by 0-pAsT;6ls 1q;[t]fi

i d . " , / o d i d i .  l l  ? o + t e  + d 6 i o m e  u o i h i  l l  h o d d z i +
rneke-lasre-c2-3M o+AFF sweer see_cr-jtnt 5aytilfiii&-i6-

n D  q s
good say-Ct-jtr,l+t_OC tD-_.lusi

come-cl-3p+pAsr+by*,h"t*rhffi 
nr

? i b e t t e i + d s
rell{1-3M+toc haretie-C1-tM

h o d d z i + d o  |  ? 6 r i  I  u 6 n o o b o  b ' 6 + n o  k o n e  ? 6 6 t o  k o n 6 t o  |  ? 6 n i

say-C1-3M+LOc ID hyena NEG+PERF canl you can-A-2s I

day+this leave+D++me here stay:Fl-ls o+PAST+*risleave{2-3M

k ' 6 b e  g - o h h i  I  k 6 k k e + u o + k - e  t s i " o u l d + k u  k d + ? o + t e  n o l t q
r()rroise stay-Cl-3M look-D1-3M+PAST+this hate+lhat IRR+VEN+AFF walk-G1-3M

? d d u  t e  k i s i m o  k o t t o  ? 6 t ' i  I  t d + i i + k I o 1  9 - o n h i ,  l = . r 4 ! t L l + ? o
hc AFF well in enter-C2-3M AFF+ALL+that stay-Cl-3M walk-Cl-3M+VEN

ffi -3M fill-RED-Dl -3M+PAsT+this+by+that

k i b o d d 6 + k l o l  |  ? u k - o + t e  d ' r i k ' u d d ' u k ' u  k ' o b b i  l l

Sourds+that this+AFF spoil-REDI want-Cl-3M

h o d d z i + v o + k * [ 6 ] + ? i + k I o l  ? o + t e + k * o  k o n m i  I  d o k d f o  ? ! k o l
say-C1-3M+PAsT+this+by+thar 0+AFF+this hold-Cl-3M leg there

? 6 k k - o + ? i  ? d k k * o + ? i  |  ? d k k ' o + ? l  I  d o k , i f o  l i i m o l o n i  p 6 . h o + k  + k o

k'ave-H2-S+me leave-ll2-S+me leavell2-S+me leg 2+GEN beat-A-1S+you+lRR

|  ?o+ te  dzdd?odo  I  l dokd lo  I  i  i r no *on  i  +k *o  odh ie+u6 t?  i  + , k Io  ]
O+AFF kill-A-ls l"g 2+GEN+this beat-D1-3M+PAsT+by+that

0+PAST+thjs hold-Cl-3M

k i + i t e n + n o  I  b ' o + k ' i n n o + u o  l e e m o  l l  h o l l l  ? ! r k * o  ? 6 ! l i - . 1
run-P-Cl-2P+PERF NEC+your(Pt!4)+PAST l ive-l  come-Cl-3M this enlcr-uz-JM

' 6 + u o + k * o  k o m m l  |  ? d k k ' o + ? l  ? d k k * o + ? i  I  d 6 b o + k : d l ? i ,  k u s i
fl+plsT+this hold-Ct-3M leave-H2-S+me leave-H2-S+me hand+rhis+by too

lrca!-A-1s+you hand this+by hand this+by bcaaA-ls+you too

2+GEN this+by too



beaFDt -JM +pAST+by@
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45.

,

g_ i -d  I  gdn_ i - [ o  ?uh*q t t o  I  i onoo  ?o+du+uo+k .o  oo !dd i  I  r nddk r r
remove-c2-3M outjide herc group o+him+ pesT+rh is:cr{-2_3ita----wii

50. r : i l 1 : : g i k - o ; 1 g l : o 1 1 e : : , r i t  o v i t e d i  I  v i t  o v i ! 6 d i  m o o k o  n i k , o + k * o
ail+lhis 0+PAST+AFF rirr"tcdZ_lta rccrc-cz-3M unlil til+fiis

0 . ,

, r t

i,

k d o o o  ? d + u o + k * o  v d t l , o  r l
l r 1 i s h  r 2  l S 0 . p A S T . r ^ t s  f e ! u r n - C 2  t S
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I:rcc Translation
Once upon a time there wcre the animals; the hare and the elephanl lived as
friends. A! *rat rime there was a drought. The elephanl said to the hare: "Let's
go to dig a well", but the hare rcfused, saying: rrl don't want to|r.
'lhe elephan! together with his fellow-anirMls, wen! and dug a well, until
watet came oul
'lhe following day hc appointed as guard the hyena; they said to it: 'rstay here,
you, and don't let rhe hare pass by here!". And thcy went to ea! food-
'Ihe hyena stayed, and i! saw the hare walking in its direcdon. It said: "Flare!
I)on'( pass by hcrel". The hare said: "Hey! why should I want to pass by? I
jus! want to go there".
'Ihe hare wen! and came there. [The hyenal said: "-Ihc elephant said that you
should no! felch watei'. lt saidr "l don't want water. I am just looking lro
sccl ifyour water is black or white". "O.K., come on". It looked, and after
that it said: "This water is goodl", and ir saidr "Let mc rnake you laste a
rhing". I! took some honey and lct hhe hyenal laste it- {Thc lalterl saw $at ir
lvas sweet, and saidr "Ahl ]'his honey is good; this thinS is goodl". flhe harel
said: "Do you want it?".
l'lhe hyenal saidr "Yes, I wan! i!" - "l lmustl just tie you up". Il tied lthc
()rherl, then i! fetched walcr, and aftcrwards it rose and wen! away.
'Ihe following day lthe elcphantl came, and afler the hyena was untied Isaidlr
'vho ticd you?" - [The hycoa] saidr "The hare".
And the following day tie lonoise said: "Let me slay here today!". The
clcphant said: " l hc hyena could not lprevcnt the hare from fctching walerl,
how could you?" - "Today, leave me, let me stay he.el". iThe eLephantl left
l t  uere,'1he 

lonoise slaycd and warched until the hare came: he [: t]e lonoiscl
cnlered the well and staycd therc; [the harc] went and lookedr nobodyl It

"lihil tlave you run away today? Arcn'! you hcre?" lt came and enlercd.
Ir cntcrcd, fetchcd the watcr and filled its containcrs, and after that it wanted
ro foul the water.
Ir said that, and thcn lthe tortoisel caught its leg.
'L.cave me! Leavc mel". 'l'll beat (you) your other lcg tool I'll kill youl".
Ir hi! Ilhe harel on its othcr leg and caugh! it. "Leave mel Leave mel". "l'll 40.
l)ca! you on your other paw too! I'll beat you on your other paw lool On
!()ur othcr paw tool". lI caught lthc harel; afler having bealen it on its olher
r)aw. it hcld it.
whcn cvcning had fallen, rhe elephant camc. They came and fie hare was lying
ir) lhe water. 'l hc clephant go! hold of i! and removcd it from
Lrnderneath lthe walerl. 'Ihc group lof the animalsl gor hold of it: 'wha! harm
shall wc do to this littlc onc?'
' lhc 

clcphaot said: "Leavc i !  to mcl" Ir  look i ! .  [ ' fhe clcphantl  said:
'vhat harm shall I do to this litdc one, to a little thing like !his?". lThcnl it
sxid: "Waitl I, I'll do somcthing to it'. lt took it by its rail and swung it
r()Lrnd. lt swung il round until the lharc'sl tail was all consumed, and the hare mn

Ir nn away and stayed in thc shadow, whilc iti l2il was huning. It stayed and
r|atched until they werc slceping in rheir bush.
I lhcnl it 8ot up and look iIs fire, and with it, ir burncd !hem. 'l'hey all died. I
l lnished and camc back.

55.

d o k d 6 m  i ?uk *o  hoddz  i +do
ciephan! this say-C1-3M+LOC

6I  i  hee?6+?  i  |  ?uk -q  kcnn  i hqddz  l +do  k i k o t ugivcll2-P+me-BEN ttris holdtt 3M say-C1-3M+LOC harsh

I o  ? r i k t o l  m o d k o + d u ? (tn ? d d m  i n l n n o omm
dnt what+hirFBEl'
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Note:
'We have here a Dahalo version of a well-known !ale, very abridged in

comparisor with the Swahili version given by thapperr (1970:'154 foll.); e.g., hcre
only the hyena and the tortoise act as guards of the well (in Knappen,s version, the
giraffe, the buffalo, lhe lion, the elephanr itselE and, finally, the ronoise acr as guards).
In the final scene, here, it is the hare who burns the anirnals, while in Knappert,s texl
the hare takes its vengeance, by persuadjng lhe hyena to lzke its place. The animals
then burn rhe hyena believing they are burning rhe hare.

It will also be observed that our informant politely avoided elaboratiog on how
rhe roftoise caught the hare (in the Swahili ro(t, by holding i! fast wirh irs anus).

The beginning of the slory (here ddbimo gir0|nni+vo',rherewere animals,, ,
more often guio g*dhommi+vo ' there s/ere people',)  recurs in the other Dahalo
texLs. The end, too, is a stereotype: k6poo ?d+uo+k* o udt | ' o I finished and came
back" (see also texrs No. 2 ^nd 3).

TEXT No. 2
"The Story of the Two Brothers',
Recorded on 29.1.1988

1 . g u h o  o * 6 i o n n i + a o  l l  ? d + u o  h d d i o  k i s i  g i n n i  I  h o l l o  g * i t t s o
persons stay-C1-3P+PAST o+PAST man loo exisr-C1-3M wirh youngs

? o + s u f ? l + u  |  9 - i t t s o  ? o + s u + f ? l u + u o  l i i m o  |  ? d + u o  n o t ' o  h o l l o
o+his{M youngs o+hi5+PAST 2 o+PAST wornan wif)

h d d i o  l l  n o t ' r i + t o + k e + v 6 + i i + t e  + 6 9 9 * o  I  h 6 6 i o + k [ o ]
finn s/oman+this-F+ACC+PAST+IIAB+AFF love-81-3M man+that

b ' d + k o + 1 , , d + i i  l d g g - o  l l  h 6 d i o + k * o + k e  ? o + u d + i i  m o n n o  l r i b b o
NEG+IRR+PAST+HAB love-E1-3M man+!his+ACC 0+PAST+HAB very hir-E1-3M

s i k u f z l o t e  l u b b i  l b ' u n o  ? u k ' 6 d n i + k o + k - l 6 l + n d + t e  l u b b i  I
always hir-C1-3M morning get-up-C2-3M+tRR+rhis+by+pERF+AFF hit-C1-3M

!-L!! 9---fuSS-e-l-t  n !  o b'6+ko ?uggo l l  g*i t tso ko+uq noho
thing dcFl-3M Lhing NEC+|RR do,Ct-NEC-3M younS IRRTPAST rc)r

b ' 6+ko  t  |  ' ogo i  l l  ?d+uo  g -dhqnmi  I  mpoko  g *  i t t so+k foL__v -s i - b . !
\EG+IRR haveCl-JM 0-PAST sray-Cl-Jp unri l  youngFrl.ral see.Ct-JM

m 4 6 l e  I  t d 6 b u  h o n h o  u o h h i + k l o l  I  g * i t t s o + k I o t  f t o n n a  ? d + u o
what distress very see-C1-3M+that young+lha! far O+PAST

k * o k k * d t  i  |  ? d + u o  g i d d e + d o  k ' 6 1 i  |  |  ? d + u o  ?  i n t o  n o t  ' d + t o
run-RED-C2-3M 0+PAST forest+Loc run-C2-3M 0+PAST with woman+that-F

r(rnain-C2-3M 0+his+F

o - i t t s o  i d d i o + k * o  b ' d + k o + i f e l  b u d d d t t s o  l l  i d 6 i o  t i o o 6 6 m i + d o
young man+this NEG+IRR+HAB ask-81-3M man come-out-C2-3M+LOC

o+PAST+thisrnarry-C2-3M+her lhaFF too+and rnan+her+Foc

n 6 ? o t e + u 6 + ? i + k f o l  |  ? i d i  " d u u o o + s i + k e  + 6 6 t o  l l  g " d h o t 6 + i  i
geDl-3F+PAsT+by+tiat she kinsman+her+Acc love-A-3F stay-A-3F+ALL

? d n o s o  k i s i + n l d l + ? i  I  l 6 f i k L i t t i  I  m i n i  u o t t r l k " e  i 6 6 m i  l l
wife loo+and+by bring-PAS$C2-3F house 1 live-C2-3P

g * d h o m m i  |  ? d n o s 6 + t o + k d + i f e l  k 6 d t o  |  ? i d i
stay-C1-3P wife+that-F+lRR+HAB bear-child-E1-3F she

h  o  1 6  t  i  +  u  6  +  i  i  +  k  f  6  I  +  i  f  e  I  g * i t t s o  l o T  i t t o  l l  ? d r o 3 d + t o  ? i n i d f o
come-D2-3F+PAST+HAB+rhar+ALL youngs bring-C1-3F wife+rhat-F jealousy

0+PAST+ALL discord enler-Cl-3F go-C1-3M+lRR come-C2-3M+lRR+LOC

? o + u d + i i  f i t i n o  ? o t ' d t o  I  h d  I  n o t ' o + k u + ? 6 + t o  g - i t t s o
0+PAST+ALLdiscord enter-Cl-3F ID woman+your+F+this-F child

b ' 6 + k o + i i  k 6 6 k e t o  I  n o t ' o + k u + ? d + t o  b ' d + k o + i i  s r i i k e n t o  I
).JIlC+lRR+ALL look-A-3F woman+your+F+lhis-F NEG+IRR+ALL sede-A-3F

h 6 6  i o + k f o l  b ' d l k d  k o m n e  |  |  g - 6 h o m n  i  h o t o  ? o d d d + k f o  l  I
r :rn+rhar NEC+IRR take-H say-C1-3P unlil day+that

h 6 6 i o + k I o l  t e  s o f o n i  n o ? ? i  I  s o f o n i  n 6 ? ? e + u 6 + ? i + k I o l  |  ? i d i
n\xn+tha! AFF voyage go-Cl-3M voyage goDl-3M+PAsT+by+that she

r . l o b o n o + k - o  k o e  |  ? 6 + u o  h 6 t q t e + d o  r d d f i k i + s i + d o  h o o t t o + d o
l)ehind+this ACC o+PAST comc-D1-3F+LOC friend+her+Loc say-Cl-3F+LOC

nLrn+FOC reu-Ct-3F+LOC today co wife+thaaF carry-Fl-lP

, , l t t o h 6 n e + i i  |  " d u u g o  u d d d o t  i  h i i n o  l l  n o t t s i + n t o  |  ? o + u d + i i
i ! ,w-|2-1P+ALL kinsmancarry-C2-3Fnighr walk-C1-3P+wirh o+PAST+ALL

AFF love-B-3M+thar-F sray-C1-3M+wilh young

i 6 t n  ? i r d i 6 + t n  k d h c  I  h i i 6 i n + k * o  h i i f  i +
,l, L(]1-3F NEG+IRR+HAB love-E2-2s wife+this-F ACC man+this come-C2-3M+IRR
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sray-l I2-S

o * i t t s o  9 6 v o i i + k l o ' l  ? i n t o  I  l ' o o l 6 t o  r n 6 d 5 i + n f e l  t o + d o  d ' 6 n o r l
youngs sftrkes+that wirh collecccl-3F place+roc dat-F+LOC pur-C2-3F

l l  n i i d o  ! 6 6 U o  ? u n n 6 n u + s u + ? u  h 6 l o t  i  I  h 6 l o t i + u 6 + ? i + k f o l  I
at-once mother they+his+M come-C2-3F comc-C2-3F+PAsT+by+!hat

h d  |  + i n t i  u 6 6 u o  ? u l l l n d m u + s u + ? 6 + t o  l l  g * i t t s o  ? d k u m m d m u
ID be-an8ry-C2-3F mother they+his+F+rhat-F youngs these

l 6 n u t o  k d f i m e  g u h 6 + 6 n i  l l  ? i b e m u n m i + d o  |  ? u k o t t o  g - d h o + i i  I
heads nuny persons+GEN !ell-C1-3P+LOC there stay-ll2-S+All

? u m m 6 n u  ? u k * o t t o  b ' 6 + i i + k e  n o n n i  |  ? o + u d + ? i + k - o  r o t t s i  l l
they here NEG+ALL+ACC walk-l 0+PAsT+by+this walk-Cl-3P

n 6 ? o t o  o - d i o t 6 + i i  I  n o o k o  h i i n o  ? e k k i + u o + k - 6 + ? i + k f o l  I  o d h o
go-A-3F suy-A-3F+ALL unlil night be-D2-3M+PAsT+this+by+thatperson

? d + u q + k * o  h d t i  I  h o f t i + e d + ? i + k f o l  g i h o  l g [ h o  ? o + t o
0+PAST+this come-C2-3M comc-D2-3M+PAsT+by+that person person 0+this-F

g " 6 h o t o  l l  k s k k i + d i  l l  9 ' i t t s o t t s i t t s e  I  r o ? ? i  b ' 6 n i + i i
stay-B-3F look-C1-3M+her child-having-F go-C1-3M slccp-C2-3M+ALL

m p o k d + s u  b ' u n o  I  b ' u n o  ? d + u o + k - o  f i i i  I  h d l o t l + d o  I
unLil+COPmorning morning o+PAST+this call-C2-lM come-C2-3F+LOC

? i b e t t s i + d o  |  ? 6 d t o  ? u k * o t t o  i i k o  k i + n o  o 6 t i  l l  ? i b e t t o d o  I
lcll-C1-3M+LOC you hcrc who you-F+PLRF send-C2-3M tcll-C1-3F+LOC

? u k * o t t o  ?  i + n a  ? d n o t t s o  g 6 t e t  i  I  m 6 6 k o + d 6 + n o  n o ? 6 t o  I
hcre me+PERF ccwife send-C2-3F wha!+LOC+PERf' go-Cl-2s

tcll-Cl-3F+LOC NEC+lRR+mc Iove-A-3F he look-Cl-3M o+PAST+this

b ' d r i  I  h o d d z i + d o  |  ? 6 6 t o  ? 6 I i  ? 6 l e t o + ? i  |  ? i b e t t o + d o  l ? 6
rccognize-C2-3M say-Cl-3M+l,OC you I know-A-2s+me tell-Cl-3F+LOC ID
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say-C1-3P+LOC

sleepl IItR+and can-Dt-lP here+ACC climtFl o+PERIT+fiis

l _ d  d  ?  q  d  i  t  o  +  ?  i  +  n  i  ? u k * o t t o  d ' 6 n o t  i + ? o  l l  ? i t o  o d h o  u i n o d d z o
approach-C1-3F+by+us here pu!-C2-3F+VEN rhis-F person gcrod-F

g * i t t s o + s i f ? l + i  n o o k 6 + s u  b ' u r o  l l  b ' u n o  ? 6 n o s o  h d f o t  i + d o  ,
youngs+her+M until+CoP morning morning wife come-C2-3F+LOC

? u k - o t t o  n d 6 k o  ? d d t o  I  b ' d l k i + n o  d z o o ? e  I  k 6 d k e t o  l h o  I
here what dGA-2S NEG+you-F+PERF dicl look-A-3F ID

? t k ' e  n o ? 6 n e  I  h 6  |  u d d d o t  i  l l  n o t t 3 i + n t o  n o o k o  g ' i t t s o
geFuFIIl-P go-F1-1P ID c try-C2-3F walk-C1-3P+wirh until youngs

b l 6 ? i h d + 6 n i + d o  k o o i  i n + t s i  l l  ? u k o t t o  ? o g d d d o t  i  ? u k o t t o
lions+GEN+LOC pur-C2-3P+ALL rhere spcnd-the-day-C2-3F rhere

? o g d d d o t i  o p o k d + s u  h i i h o  I  h i i n o  ? 6 6 k i + u 6 + ? i + k [ o l
spend-rhe-day-C2-3F unril+CoP nighr nigh! be-C2-3M+pAsT+by+rhat

h d l e t t s i l v d + d i  k ' 6 t ' o n n i  k ' 6 t ' o n n i + ? o  I
come-Cl-3P+PAST+her-BEN go-and-look-C1-3P go-and-look-C1-3p+VEN

? u k * o t t o  m d d k o  ? t i t i t o  l b ' d + k i + n o  d z o o ? e  I  h o  |  ? ( k ' e  ? r i k ' e
herc what dGA-2S NEG+you-F+pERF diel ID gct ur)-H2-p ger-up-HZ+

@imEf,vow++trrat noc

I  b ' d d b ' o  r n o n n o  l L i b b o . ? i * u 6 * i l e l * k f o l  l l  ? 6 6  |  ? d + v o * k * o
Iirrher very bcai-El-3M+mc+PAST+HAB+rhat ID O+PAST+this

b ' 6 n o t  i  |  ? i b e t t o + d o  |  
' b o n o  

? u k - o t t  i  ? u k - o d d z i  g u h o + k e
rccognize-C2 25 tell-3F+LOC why now nowadays pcrsons+Acc

t d 6 t o  |  ? i b e t t s i + d o  |  ? d d  I  u d d k ' o  ? i + n o  ? o m m 6 + k ' o  f o l l a  I
(:rt-A-2S rel!C1-3M+LOC ID god me+PERF tiis-way do-Cl-3M

!  o + k o + k u  ? 6 l e i L l  ? i b e t t e i + d q  I  ? d n i r e u  i d  u l r o l l t i l

very ID slcepc2-3F there she wirh snakC with

40.



j d u u g o + s i  f ? l + i + n ! o  I  h d d i o + s i [ ? l + i + k I o l  h  d  f  f  e  +  v  d  +  ?  i  +  k  I  o  1
kinsnun+her+M+wirh rna n+her+M +that come-D | -JM+ pAST+by+fiat

6 0 .  n o t ' o + s u + ? 6 + t o  b i d d o t t s i  |  ? i b e t t o d o  I  b ' d + k o  ? E l e i o  |  ? i d i
wornan+his+F+tiaFF ask-Cl-3M rell3F+LOC NEG+IRR know-A-ls she

n 6 ? o t e + u 6 + ? i  l 6 6 t o + u o  l l  b ' d + k o + v d + i i  b ' 6 m m o  h i i n o  I
go-D1-3F+PAST+by ger-lost Cl-3F+pAST NEG+IRR+PAST+AnB sleep-E1-3M nighr

l o d d o  ? o + u d + i i  n o t ' o + s u + ? o  ? 6 6 k o d i d d z o  l l  r i " o o d d z i  k u t t o
day o+PAST+HAB wornan+his+F look-for-E2-3M go-around-Ct-3M fiere

h i . i m o  d ' r ? i + k 6 + i i + k - o  b ' o p o i  I  b ' u n o  b ' d n i t t s i + k o  n o  r e
night set-C2-3M+lRR+ALL+this sjeep-C1-3M moming rise-Cl-3M+tRR aod AFF

l - L d l d l l  l d " g o d d z i + i i  n o o k o  ? o d d o + k * o  ? d + i i + k - o  u o h h i
begin-C2-3M gGaround-Cl-JM+ALL until day+this O+ALL+that see-Cl-3M

6 5 .  n o t ' o + s u + ? 6 + t I o l  h o l l o  o * i t t s o + s u [ ? l + u  l l  h o d d z i + d o  |  ? u k * o
woman+his+F+tbzt-F with young+his+M say-C1-3M+LOC this

.  gs ! !+ l t L l  ?q+ad+su  i i ko  l l  ? i be t t o+do  |  ?dno t t so  "d6?o te
bring-C1-3M+you-F o+PAST+COP who tell-C1-3F+LOC co-wtfe approichlOr3r

! d t t o ! q ! i  l l , , n o t t s i  g - o h h i  m o o k o  ? d n o o o + g u [ ? l + i + k l o l
throw-C2-3Fwalk-C1-3M stay-Cl-3M unril brother-inlaw+his+M+rhat

? d + u o + d d + ? i + t e  h d l i  l l  ? d r q g d + s u f ? l + r + k f o l  h o d d z i + d o  I
0+PAST+LOC+by+AFF come-C2-3M brother-in-law+his+M+that say-C1-3M+LOC

" ! o n o , . " d u u o o , + s i f ? l + i + t o  n o t ' o + k e  l d t t o h o t  i  I  h o d d z i + d o  I
why kinsman+her+M+rhis F woman+Acc !hrow-C2-3F say C1-3M+LOC

7 0 .  ? 6 I i  b ' d + k o + u q  5 i n o  I  s o f o n i  g i n o  |  ? d n o s o  " d 6 ? o t e
I NEG+IRR+PAST be-rhere-A-lS voyage be-there-A-1s wife approach-Dl-3F

I 6 t t o i g t  i  l l , ? i J r o  ? d + u o + k " o  o o t o  ? d n t o n t i d i  I  o o g o  I
tnrow-Cz-JF them o+PAST+rhis agreemenrbegin,RED-C2-3M agreemenl

? j t  [ o  ] . + ? i + n o  h 6 t o t  i + k o + d d +  i  i  h  i i m o + k o  i o a o l i + k l o  l
that-F+by+and come-C2-3F+lRR+LOC+ALL nishr+tRR cow;+rhar

3-6-01-q-0-Li-I-?d1vq!k: L gdgoool i t tsi  I  I  ? ibetts i+d
begin-Cl-3P 0+PAST+$rs go-home-p-Cl-Jp rcl lCl-JM+LOC

r0l

? 6 6 t i t  i + k o + t e  b U d d u ? e d i m u n n i  I  h 6 6 d ' i + d o  I  n 6 ? i  I  i o o o r l + k
hcar-C2-2S+lRR+AFF rush-C2-3P say-cl-S+LOC gecl-S cows+that

k 6 d k i + i i  l l  ? d + u o  h d f e t t s i + i i  I  g e t t s ' + u i + ? i + k l o l  ? i n i  h i i m o
l(x)k-H1-S+ALL o+PAST come-C1-3P+ALL send-D2-3M+PAsT+by+that FOC nigh!

+ k o + t e  b i d d u ? e d r m u m m i  l l  h o d d z i + d o  I
0+PASTcows+that hear-C2-3F+lRR+AFF rush-C2-3P say-C1-3M+LOC

? o + u d + i i + k * q  f d g i k i t t o  l l  ? i d u + u o  n o t ' o + s u + ? q + n t o  9 - o h h i  I
0+PAST+ALL+IhaI eat-PASS C1-3F he+PAST woman+his+F+wirh sray-C1-3M

Irrce Translalioo
'l here were people, and there was also a man with his childJen. His children
we.e two, a girl and a boy. As for the girl, he loved her, but the boy, he did
no! love him. He beat tie boy very much, always he beat him. In the
nrorning, when he woke up, he beat him, wherher he had done or had not
done antthing- The boy did no! find peace; they stayed until the boy found
himself in great distress, and ran aelay, into the forest.'lhe 

man was left with the girl, whom he loved: he srayed with the girl and
hc did not bother asking abou! the boy. A man came and maffied the girl,
rnd she went with her husband, though loving her brother.
shc stayed and another wife was brought, and tley lived together in a single
house. They stayed so, and rhe [other]wife did not bear children; she, after
shc came, bore children. The other wife became iealous, and did not love
rhc gid. She quarelled with fte husband when he camer wherher he went or
lrc came, she [alwaysl quarelled with him: "Heyl This wife of yours does not
(x)k after the child! She won't be quie!!'l. The man did nor care. They
sllyed, unlil one day the man went on a joumey. After he had left (on the
lourney), and the [other] wife [had stayed] there, lthe cowifeJ went and said
t() hcr fricnd - her lover -: "Today let's take my co-wife, and ger rid of her".
Shc took her relative I: her co-wife], by night. They went away and left her in
rr place {where)young snakes [ived].
I hcy said to her: I'Remain here, wai! for usr'. She stayed there, with her child.
sl)c staycd with the young snakes, collected them and put them in ltheir
I)ft)pcrl place. Suddenly, rheir mother arrived, and, after she had arrived, she
*()t angry, their mother. The young ones said !o herr ',Mum! Donrr be angry!
llris [woman], while we were sleeping and could not climb up lto our place],
( ilirrc close to us and put us slraight. She is a very good personl" - "Ahl". [So]
'lrc slayed !he.e with the snake and her child until the morning. In the
rJr()rning, lhe lotherl wife came: ,'Here, what has happened? Haven't you died'l

shc looked - "l-ley! Get up, ler,s gol* , "O.K.,'- She took her.

wtb young 0rhis+F f inish-Cz-ls o+PAST+rhis return-C2-ls
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They went on until they put her in a lion-cubs' [den]. There she spent the
day (, there she spent rhe day), until night. \vhen night had fallen, they [r the
co-wife and her loverl came in, looking around.
"what has happened here? Haven'a you died? Hey! Get up, get up, letrs golrr.
she took he.. And they walked until lthey came tol a baobab, where rnany
hurnan skulls were lfng.
They said to herr "Stay here". They did not go in, [butl went away.
she went in and stayed, until, as night had fallen, a man came. As the man
came in, she stood up. He looked at her, and she had her child. He went to
sleep until morning. In the morning he called her and, after she had come,
he said to her: "\Yho broughr you here?". She said to him: "[My] ccwife
brought me here" - "'J0hy has she gone away?" - "She does not love me". He
looked and recognized her, and said: "Do you koow me?". She said to him:
'rl do not know you". He told herr "l am your brother whom fafier beat a
locr - nAi'r' - she recognized him, and said: "'l0hy do you now eal people?rr.
He said to her: "vell! cod has done this to me, that I now eat people; [but]
you, stay here. Let me provide you lwithl everything".
lsol she stayed there with her brother, Iwhilel h€r husband, having come
back, asked his wife labout his orher wifel. she said: "l do not know; she
went away, a.d then she got lort'. He could not sleep, and day and night he
went lookiog for his wife. He roamed, going to sleep when niShl had fallen,
and beginning ho look around againl in the morning. He went around unlil
one day he saw his wife e/ith his child.
He said to her: "who was it who brought you here?". She said: "[Myl co-wife
came and threw [me] outn.
He walked in and stayed there until his brother-inlaw came; his brother-in-
law l: the girl's brotherl said to himr "why has her relative [: the cowife]
thrown the wornan oug". He said: "l was not there, I was on a ioumeyr the
co-wife came in and threw her our". [The brother] began to setde the matter
among them, they Oegan to) setrlcldl it and then went back hom€. The
brother had saidr ,when you have come back to her li.e., the cowifel and
you hear the cattle rushing, say lto your co-wifel 'Go and look at the cattle"'.
They came back lhome] and when she [i.e., the ccwife] heard the rushing of
cows, he said Ito his co-wifel: "Gol Go and look at my catde!". She went out
and was eaten lby the o$er wife's brother]. He [i.e., rhe husband] srayed
with his wife and widl her son. I finished and came back.

Note:
That the story was no! bom out of a raditional hunting-gatherer setting is rnade

clear by the reference to cattle; moreover, no reference is made to any role played by
the clan in the weddingr the man just comes, asks for lhe girl and marries her. An
agricultural-pastoral setting (and Islamic culture ?) is therefore to be assumed as its
oflqrn.
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l l a x l  No .  3'' t hc Story of Ahmadi and Ishe"
Itrrrrrded oo 4.2.1988

I  ou io  o -6ho rn rn i  I  ou io  o *dhonmi  I ?  i 5 e  k r s  i + n [ 6 ] + ?  i  ? 6 + v o + t e
persons stay-C1-3P people stay-Cl-3P I. too+and+by o+PAST+AFF

? o + u d + ? i + t e  d z d d ? o t  |  |  g d d g o + s ' r ? + o  ? o h m i i d i + i n f + t o  |  9 - d i o n n i
0+PAST+by+Al:F die-C2-JF morher+his+F A.+GEN+this-F stay{l-3P

n o  b ' d d b ' o + s u ? + i + k f o l  n o  ? i g e + k * q + v r i + i i  m k u l l l m o  |  ? o + u 6 + i i + t e
andfather+his+M+thatand I.+this+PAST+HAB farmer 0+PAST+HAB+AFF

l i i n o t t s o  l l  s o s o  g - i t t s o  ? o + s u + ? u + k * o  b ' u n o  r ' d ? ? d + u d + i i
work-El-3M now child o+his+M+this morniog 8o-E1-3M+PAST+HAB

l i i n o n i + d o  |  ? o + u d + i i  l 6 u o + d o  ? d k k * o  l l  l i l h o t t s i + i i  I  k i s o
work-H+LOC oTPAST+HAB home{LOC leave-E1-3M work-C1-3M+ALL $en

n ' i ngo+do  ?o+k -o  I i i r no rnu rn rn i  | |  r nooko  heddo  ?oh rndd i+k ' d+ i I e l
farm+LOC o+this work-C1-3P until eveoing A.+this+HAB

l 6 u o + h d m u s u ? + u + k o t t o  ? o + u 6 + i  i  i  ' i i n o n i + n d n u s u + ? o  t  |  ' 6 d m u h i r o

home-lheir+M+there o+PAST+HAB neighbou.+their+F have-El-3P

worlzn

? o + u d + i f e l + d o  h o t 6 + i i  o o o n o  g - i t t s o + o n i + k o t t o  o * o h h i  I
0+PAST+ALL+LOC unril+All old young+GEN+rhere sray-C1-3M

h o d d z i + d o  I  b ' d 6 b ' o  ? i t t s + i + k u  h i i n o + k o + t e  b ' 6 m m i  I
say-C1-3M+LOC father my+M+that nighr+IRR+AFF sleep-A-3M

mother+his+F+that-F

child o+his+M+* S+HAB fetch-E2-3M house+there sweepcl-3M

+ 3 U  t  r l + U + K e  O e t  t  9 o
o+PAST+HAB father+his+M+Acc send-82-3M

+ k o +
ear-Ct-3M+IRR+LOC finish-C2-3M+tRR all go-(P)-cz-3M

? 6 6 a q  + s u ? + u  d ' i + u d + l l e l + ? o + k * o  a d d
fire+his+M close-E1-3M 0+PAST+HAB+\'EN+IhiS gehome-El-3M

kr3  i  +n6+ o n o
too+and+by old
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o +
NEG+IRR live-A-2P NEG+IRR look-a@R

k r i + i I e ] + d o  i o n n t  i o o m e  ? r l k I o l  I  J 2  t i m e s ] l  I  h d  ? i + i t e l + d o  t e
you+ALL+lOC speak{l-3M speakl that ID me+AlL+LOC AFF

i o m i i i  I  o * o h h t  h d d s o b b t  I  k i s d + ? t + k * o  r o ? ? i  l l  b , d d b , o + s u ? + u
speak-C1-3M stay-C1-3M conve.se-C1-3M then+by+this go-Cl-3M father+his+M

too+and come-c2-3M+lRR nighr e@s

k i + l I e 1 + d o  l o n n i  i o o h e  ? i k I o l  |  ? i d i  i o n t o  ? i + i t e l + d o  I
ou+ALL+LOC speak-Ct-3M speak-I rhat she speak-Cl-3F me+!IAB+LOC

b : d , o b ' g + s u [ ? l + u + k o t t o  I  b ' d d b ' o + s u ? + i + k t o l  h o d d z i + d o  |  ? o d d o
rather+his+M+rhere father+his+M+fiar say_cl_3M+Loc day

I L i m l ' - q n i  U . 4 6 ? ? e + u o + d d + ? i + k I o l  g o o n 6 + t o + d q  h o d d z i + d d + i i  I
2+GEN go-D1-3M+PAST+LOC+by+that old+that-F+Loc sav-ct-apr+rOC+ell

!_ri!i6lj ioldz i+k i+no+do ?d6t o+k r o.l__&ailds_L_?dl!j ji_LcE-ss
father say-C1-3M+you-F+PERF+LOC you+thar go-c1-S+LOC O+you-snlatt cloth

h o o u o t t o  g q d n o  T i  o t + k o b e  I l  b , d 6 b , o  h o d d z i + d o  ? d d t o  i i
rnarry-A-2s old thaFF+ACC father say-C1-3M+LOC you who
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l 6 6 s o + k u  k d d d z e + ? i  ? d + k o + l f C l + l l  t e  h o o u ' i d d z i  l l  k d 6 i i + d i  I
(loth+that keeFF2-3M+me 0+IRR+HAB+ALL AFFrnarry-A-3M keep-C2-3M+her

s o s o  ? U + k u s i + n € + ? i  ? o + t e  n o f o s i  o o ! 6 d i  ? o ' g o  r n r i n t o + k u + k e
now he+loo+and+by o+AFF chance get-C2-3M sothal farm+that+Acc

walk-B-3M+and+GEN work house+GEN+that o+AFF leave-C2-3M+by

? i d i  ? u k " d + k e  b ' d k i ? d t t o  I  b ' d d b ' o + s u [ ? l + u + n t o  I  i l h o m u n m i + i  i
she tiis+ACC rerEin-Ct-3M father+his+M+with work-C1-3P+ALL

t ' 6 6 f o t o  |  ? o + k - o  g 6 6 t e t o  I  n ' i n t o + k u  k o e  l l  h d l o t o + d d + l l
collect-A-3F 0+this send-A-3F farm+that ACC come-A-3F*L0C"ALL

with+this gve-A-3F €at-A-3P then collect-A-3F utensil+her+F

? o + k * o  g 6 d l i t o  o u i  k o e  I  h o t o  ? o d d 6 + k f o l  ? q h m d d i  n o  ? i ! e + k L
0+this go-home-A-3F town ACC until day+that A. and t.+that

0+PAST+ALL+this sray-C1-3M Iook-C2-3M+PAST+this IRR o+AFF walk-D1-3F and

basket+her+M walk-C1-3F+WN until

k 6 6 k i + d i + k o + k * 6 + i i + t e  F d t r o  t i i i + d i  I  u d 6 u o  I  k d d k e
look-C2-3M+her+IRR+this+ALL+AFF walk-B-3F call-C2-3M+her mother where

? i b e t t s i  |  ? d  |  ? o d d o + k - o  U d d u o + k e  s i g o  l 6 e + k u t t (
rell-Cl-3M lD day+this morher+Acc wait-A-ls padr+$ere

r  ? i n t o  l d e + k [ 6 ] + ? i  u d t  |  ' o

wirh parh+riar+by retum-c2-3F



hot(n.)+this strong o+PERF+AFF gerlosr-C1-ls NEG+IRR see-A-1s until

l 6 e + ? i + k f o l  ? i l l o  ? i n t o  h i i m o n m i + ? i + n o  |  " d o o  ? r l k l o l + k e
path+by+thar eyes with be-black-Ct-3P+me+PERFwelll that+ACC

50. n o t d + n o  l l  h o d d z i + d o  I  h 6 l o  k d o u + k * o  h 6 l o  t l ' i d t o  m 6 d k o
walk-G1-1s+and say-3M+LOC come-on! basket+this come-on! have-B-2F wha!

! i F n i  I  k 6 d k i + u q  I  v d 6 l i  n t 6 6 + n i  d o b i  " o u u k 6 + 6 n i  I
be-there-A-3M look-C2-3M+PAST cooked-rice lqEbgle+cEN mea! chicken+GEN

? u k o t t o  k i s i + n f e l ' ? i  ? u ! d r i t  i  h o l l o  k 6 n t 9 t  e  |  ? d 6  g 6 6 u o  I
there toorand+b'y ugali wirh dry'fuh lD mother

? o d d 6 1 k - o  n o n n o  f i r e h i  k d k u t t i + n o  l f 2 r i m e s l  |  ? a + n o  k 6 n ! e ! e
day.&ris very ioy give-C2-2S+PERF

55.

o+PERF dry-fish

d'dkqr i | ? u lridlj l l j_l jE
cook-C2"25 Ugali+by 0+PERF

' b o n o  
? d + u o  l 6 e + k I o l  k U s i + n I e l  ? i n t o  ? u + k e  p d t t e  I  ? d  ? 6

why o+PERF palh+rhar roo+and with he+ACC walk-Dl-2S ID ID

r o ? ? i + n t o  I  t 6 d n u n m i  ? i d i  g * d h o t o  k d d k e t o  l l  b ' o s i  k 6 € k e t o
go-C1-3M+with ear-C1-3P she stay-A-3F Look-A-3F jusr look-A-3F

i ' i i n o n i + s i ? + i  l i i n d n i  b ' d ? o  I  b ' L i r u n e  l l  ? i b e t t o d o  l ? 6 d
neighbour+her+M wolk-I hard dust te -C1-3F+LOC ID

f o a o + k * o  ? 6 k k d l e  t d l o n e  l d d t e  n o  i ' i i n o n i + k u n u ? + u  t e
food+fiis all how e t A-2P and. neighbour+your-p+M AFF

l i i m o t t s i  I  b ' d 6 b ' o + € u ? + d + k f o l  h o d d z i + d o  |  ? o h m d d i  ? L i k ' e
work-A-3M father+his+M+rhar say-C1-3M+LOC A. ger-up-H2-S

60.

go-H2-S call-H2-S+ALL go-oh! ear-Fl-3fu he+roo gG.C1-3M+LOC

F o ? ? i + u o + d o  ? u + t e  I  i i n d t t s i l d o  s u u m d + k f o l + ? i  d i r r i  I
go-Cl-3M+PAST+LOC he+AFF work-C1-3M+LOC in-fronr+rhar+by pass-C1,3M

h o d d z i + d o  I  g d d n o  g - i t t s o  g * 6 h o m m i + k - e  b ' d + k o  l 6 6 n u m m i
say-Cl-3M+LOC big-P l i l r le-P srry-A-3P+rhis NEC{lRR eal-A-3P
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a i i v u  ? 6 d t o + d o  h o d d z i + n o + k u  s i i " b o + ? i  o 6 h h i  I
jealousy you+LOC say-C1-3M+PERF+you stick+by beat-A-3M

hear-D2-3M+PAsT+this+by+rhat hoeo+PASTabandon-C2-3Mo+PAST+this

k * o l f i  l l  h o d d z i + d o  " b o n o  ? r k u + d z i + t e  d o k k ' i  I  h o d d z i + n o  I
run-Cl-3M say-C1-3M+LOC why that+ALL+AFF run-C1-3M say-C1-3M+and

h o d d z i + d o  I  f d d n e  ? d d t o + k r i s i  k ' o n i  ? u k * o  S i i " d o d d z i + n i  I
say Cl-3M+LOC eat-G1-1P you+too because this defeat-A-3M+us

l d d h u n n i  ? 6 + u o + k * o  g 6 9 9 o o l i t t s i  l l  n d t ' e t t s 6 + t o  ? 6 + v o + k * c
caccl-3P o+PAST+this go-home-P-Cl-3M wornan+that-F o+PAST+this

l L l n t i  |  ? i b e t t o + d o  I  u d d k ' o  t o " g o  h 6 6 ? l + d f o l  I  g - i t t s o  ? ( k I o ]
bc-angry-C2-3F tell-C1-3F+LOC 6od blind give-H1-S+him+VEN little that

t o b i o + s u ? + u  k o n 6 d n o  " b i i t e  l h 6 d i o  ? i t t s + i + k u  ? 6 + n o  t o g o  g e t e
character+his rnanners bad man mv+M+that o+PERF food send-D2-1s

I  ? i d u + n d + i i  t e  r 6 € b i  l l  ? t d u + i i  m d d t e + d o  ? 6 t ' i  k d b o ? e + d o  I
hC+PERF+ALL AFF srop-C2-3M he+ALL what+LOC enter-C2-3M baobab+Loc

h o d d z i + d o  |  ? o m i i n o  ? o m i i n o  l l  ? o m i i n o  ? o | l l i i n o  I  h o t o  k 6 b o ? e
say-C1-3M+LOC amen amen arnen amen until baobab

? i + n o  t e  o 6 k e ? d d o  f 2  t i m e s l  l l  n o t t s i + u o  l h d l e t t s i + u d + ? [ e ' l + k I o ]
rne+PERF AFF receive-C1-3M walk-C1-3P+PAST come-D2-3P+PAST+by+rhal

baobab+this say-C1-3M+LOCnow

? d d t o + k o  t e  k ' 6 6 b o t o  h d l i  t o " o o  ? 6 € k o m m i  n p o k o  k 6 " d o o
you+IRR AFF want-A-2s men blind be-A-3P until sheep

h i i m o t d + k l o l  h 6 t ' o + ? i I o  f 6 6 m u n m i  d o b i + k I o l  |  ? 6 6 t q  b ' 6 + k o
Lllack+lhat slaugiter-H2-S+rhem-BEN ear-A-JP meat{ r-hat you NEC}lRR
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1 1 0

f 6 d t o  I  h o d d z i + d o  I  h d f o t e + i i + k I o l  ? o h m d d i  n o  ? i g e + k f o l + k e
eat-G2-2s say-C1-3M+LOC come-D1-3F+All+rhat A. and I.+rhar+ACC

v 6 h o t _ i _ _  _  J d J v o l k * 6 + ? i + k f o l  I  n 6 i + f ? l o  1 6 i + [ ? t o  ? o h p 6 d i
see-C2-3F 0+PAsT+this+by+dat go-Hl-S+\TN go-H1-S+VEN A

n 6 i + [ ? l o  l l  ? d + u q + k * [ e ]  r o ? ? i  I  n 6 ? i  ? d d t o + ? i
go-Hl-S+lvEN o+PAST+this go.Cl-3M go-H1-Syou+me-BEN

k : 6 n d o o + k * o  h o t ' 6 + k f o l  |  [ 2  t i m e s ]  |  h r i t , i  ? i s o ? d d i + d o  d o b i
sheep+thisslaughter-H2-P+that slaughter-C2-3M ffnish-C2-3M+LOC meat

b ' d d b ' d  ? o d d o + k - o  ? u k * o t t i  k 6 n d o o  h d t ' o n i  l d d n e
father day+this now sheep slaughrer-C2-1p eat-c1-1p

? 6 I i  h 6 6 d _  q t k u  ? d d t o + k r i s i  h 6 6 d ' i  |  ? i b e t s r s i + d o  I  h o g  I  k o h k o
I say-BlS{you you{loo say-cl.S rell-CI-3M+LOC yes 

-fibre

? o 1 k - o .  k o n n i  ? d + u o + k * o  h 6 6 ? i  |  ? i b e t s t s r + d o  I  k o m p o
o+dis take-Cl-3M o+pAsT+rhs givc-C2-3M re -Ct-3U+t_OC ropa

s o k . q ? q  I  h o g  I  k o  k o n b o  s o k d ? i  I  h o d z d z i + d o  |  ? d n i
sew-H2-S yes tRX rope sew-CZ-3M say-Cl-3tulr LO- t-

h o o d ' o + k o  I  b ' d d b ' o  ? d I i + n o  t o n g o  f o l o  |  ? 6 d t o + k d s i  h d 6 d ' i
say-C1-1S+IRR father I +PERF btind dGCl-lS vou+roo sav-H1-S

-3dd  ?  i  l o ,+k -o  q ' i t ' . rmp  i+no  I  ?Uk ' r+k i s  i  hodzdz  i  +do  |  ?6d
lu eye+lhis prick-C1.3P+PERF rharrroo say-Cl-3M+LOC lD

? d - n + k i s i  ? i l q + k * o  o ' U l u m m i + n o  l l  ? i d i  t i o o e n t i  n o ? 6 t o  I
I+roo eye+dis prick-Ct-3p+pERF she come-our_CEF ga-i--

F o ? . 6 t l + i i  k g e k 6 t o  I  n d d f i k i + e i f ? l { i + k f o l  u d h o t i  I
go-Cl-3F+AlL look{l-3F friend+his+M+Lha! see-C2-3F

85.

90.

d i n i d i t t o  n o o k o  ! u m b o + k e  k i ! o n d o + k o t t o  g * o h i i  |  ? i d i + d d + i i
pass-CAUS-C2-3P unlil room+ACC bed+there stay-Cl-3M she+him+All

5 6 d h i  d ' o k 6 t o  I  r n u h o m m e d i  n o  ? i 5 6 + k f o l  h o d z d z i + d o  I
tc? cook-C1-3F M. and L+tbat say-C1-3M+LOC

b ' d d b ' o + k * e  ? i k * e  ? u k ' 6 6 m i  ? u k ' 6 6 n i  I  b ' d d b ' o  f 6 ? i  f r i ? i
lather+this now get-up-H1-S geFup-H1-S fathet cry-C2-3M cry-C2-3M

? o + u d + i i + n t 6 + k f o l  ? 6 t ' i  " d d n i + k u  k o e  |  ? 6 t s ' t s ' o + i  i + k f o l
0+PAST+ALL+wifi+rhar enrer-C2-3M inside+liar ACC en[er E2-3M+FIAB+thar

? i d u  k i ! o n d d + k o t t o  b ' o n m i + k o  ? ( + k u s i + n o + d 6 + i i  t e  b ' o m n i  I
hc bed+rhere sleep-C1-3M+lRR he+roo+PERF+LOC+ALLAFFsleep-Cl-3M

? u k ' 6 6 n i + k * o  k * d f i  I  ? u k * d + ? i  5 6 6 + n i + k e  ? 6 t ' i + i i  I
ll(1-up-C2-3M+this run-C2-3M this+by toilet+GEN+ACC enrer-C2-3M+ALL

1 1 1

h d d i o + n i + k f o l  I  u d 6 l i  o e t e  k ' 6 6 b o t e + v o  I  k o  ? d + t e  n o t d
r ao+Foc+that cooked-rice sendl want-D1-3F+PAST IRR o+AFF walk-B-3M

? i b e t t o + d o  l ? 6 t ' o  I  [ 2 t i m e s l  |  " d o n i  b ' d + k f e ] + n t o + k u
rclI-C1-3F+LOC enter-H2-S inside NEc+tRR+with+you

crr!er-C2-3M+ALL with tell-C1-3F+LOC you+too NEG+IRRbe-still-A-2s

h o t o  g i h o + k o  t o n g o  ? d e k i + i i  ? o m m e + k * o  r d " g o d z d z i  I
cvcn-if pcrson+IRR blind be-A-3M+ALL this-way go-around-A-3M

b ' d + k o + i i  h 6 6 5 i + d o  b ' o m m i  |  ? d + k - o  m o n n o  t ' 6 l l i  ? i l o + k - o  I
NIIG+IRR+ALL place+Loc sleep-Cl-3M o+this very pain-A-3M eye+this

2  r i m e s l  I  e i g o  ? 6 t ' i + k o  ? o t s ' t s ' i + n t o  I  t  i p o d n m i + k o
store enter-C2-3M+lRR enter-C1-3M+with geout-A-3M+IRR

I  i p p d n m i  n o  ? i n t o  I  h d n o n i d z d z i  n o o k o  t e
lt(>out-A-3M and with chase-Cl-3M until AIF

I  q  f  f  i  a  u  o  +  ?  i  +  k  I  o  I  ? q + u 6 + i i  n 6 6 t e + d o  ? 6 t ' i  I
)tcl-!ired-D2-3M+PAsT+by+rha! o+PAST+HAB whar +LOC enter-C2-3M

r u m b o  m 6 d t e  b ' u r 0 + i n i + d o  |  ? u k o t t o  l d 6 t o t i  l l  ? o h m d d i  n o  ? i g e
r :rl-sack what maize+GEN+LOC there hide-C2-3M A. and L



that+Foc

? i l l o  o r i t o  l l  h
eyes get-C2-ls say-Cl-3M+LOC father+his+M sayCt-:tr_l+f,OC

115

I  ? u k * o t t  i  ? - o n + k u s i  ? i l t o  o 6 t o  I  h o d z d z r + d o  |  ? d  I  f u n b o
now t+loo eyes ger-C2-ts say_Ct-JM+LOC ID m2l_sack

? { t k - o - 1 i n i  ? i n u n g u  m o n n o  t l ' d 9 0 i  |  ? i b e t s t s i + d o  I  h 6 6 ? e + ? i
mrs ruc Decues vcry havc_A_JM rell_Ct_3M+LOC qive_C2_S+mc_BEN

? d +  i  i  l 6 t

rn2ize that+wilh chickena my+M be-useful-e-3M eoJj1--;pa;i; ;lCC

tz0 .  .  o
keep-ct -S+me-BEN+ALL go-C1-3M+wirh come-D2-3MJpAs.lrlllJdii-wc,-an

u o h i +  u l i t ? i  t l l  q  l  l i n i  n u h o ' n m o d i + k u  k o e  ? 6 + u o + k * l e t  k * d f i + i i
see-D2-3M+ PAST+by+fi at FOC lr. +rhat eCC O + pasT+rhis ru-n_CZ,:f r  tAf ,f

n ' i t .  e u n k  i + j g  ? 6 t ' L  l -  ? ! 9 u  k i n t o  b , 6 + v o + d o  h o o m e  I  n o ? ? i
waterpot+Loc enrer-C2-3M he thing ]\Ie C+raS-+Lo--ay-r 

- 
go=-i3U

1,14b:!.,3y,rl l,.l, kd6
rnzFsack+his+M keep.c2_3M+by+!his stai_c1-3M kindAaa--;; =1Jfra

1 2 5 .  h 6 t i + ! - o .  s 6 6 n t  i + s u [ ? l + u  h 6 € ? e + d 6 + ? i  b , u n u + k . o  ? o k , k * i  l l
come-C2-3Mmoney+his+M give-c2-3M+Loc+by maize+rhis leave{l_3M

113

n f 6 l l u m e  n o t ' 6 + t o  k ' d f o t  i  
^ { o n i + k u  

k o e  I  n f d l l u m e
krrrg woman+riat-F run-C2-lF inside+thar ACC king

I  r o i o + s i [ ? ] + i  k * d l o t  i  n f 6 l l u n e + k * o  h o t t o + d o  |  ? 6 d  m u h d p n o d i  n o
'run+her+M run-C2-3F kinS+this say-c1-3F+Loc ID M. and

I  t o f o m e + k * e  t e  r 6 ? o t o  h o l l o  ? o t ' e  n 6 6 5 i + k o t t o  I  k 6 6 k i
how+this AFF gGA-2S er'ith enter-Fl place+lhere look-fll-S

/ 6 + n o + i i  ? i k u  n i n g o d i  ? o n + k i s i + ? o  b ' 6 9 9 0  b ' 6 + k o + n o
r)f l ' l lRf+ALL rha!+ALL gcFaround-C2-3M I+too+VENdressNEC+IRR+PERF

'' .rv(H comc-C2-3M+P[RF+this AFF see-C2-JM me+PER[+that

i  6 6 r e d i d i  l l  ? d 6  |  m f d l l u m e  t e  + o o * 9 -  i  n o t ' o + 3 u + ? o  k o e
rrr.rkc shy-C2-3M ID king AFF love-Cl-3M wornan+his+F ACC

l L , i , m  i  n o ? ? i * d o  I  r n f
{ rngry-C2-3M go-Cl-3M+LOC pa-n8a+his+M come-C2-3M+LOC+ALL ID

' ' b o n o  
? 6 d t o  n d t ' e t s t s o + k e  h d l o t i  n o l k * o + t e  ? 6 t ' o t i

$lrv vou worMn+ACC come-C2-2s aod+this+AlF enter-C2-2s

f { r m o + n i + k o  b ' u r u + k u ? + i + k f o l + n i  |  ? 6 + v o + d o  ? d n i  h d h h o o b o
lrr,OC+lRR maize+your+M+thar+Foc o+PAST+LOC I smash-RED-A-1S

r . f m b e + k * 6 + ? i  |  ? i b e t s t s i + d o  I  h d d b o  ? 6 n + k u s i + i i
(,,rd+rhis+by rell-C1-3M+LOC srnash-H2-S I+loo+ALL

s.Lr(rpor+your+M+lha( beat-A-1S gGC1-3M+VEN there

l ,  r m b o + s u  l  ?  l + i + k u +  ?  i + k *  o  h 6 d b i  t e n b 6 + ? i  l  ? r + k u s i + n f e f
,, ,1r srck+his+M+lhat+by+this smash-C2-3M sword+by he+too+and

|  ' 6 0 0  i
have-A-3M

i ( r k ' o t t o  |  " bonq  hoo
li( re why bOOrli NEG+you+PERF beat-l what law
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85. that we have slaughtered the sheep, lets ear rhe meaf'. They sByed ano are,
and then he said: rrFather, say what I say, you roo. IThe hrh;:rl said: "O.K.,'.
He took up a fible and gave it to him, and he saidr rplait the fibren - nO.K.r.

90. He plaited the fibre. He saidr ',Vhen t say: 'Father, I have become blino,
you too say: ' I too have become blind",. They ate. and when thev were
satiated lAhmadi] said:',Ahl They have pricked my eyes!". He [:his falher]
too said: r,Ahl me too, they have pricked my eyes!,,.

^- She c4m€ out and_went looking around; and she saw her frien4 her lover, to
95. whom she wanled to bring the rice. Iffhen he walked. she said: ,'Enterl

Inside, nobody except you can see anyonel',.
He entered; after he had enteled, she let him Dass into the room where the
bed v,ras. She rnade tea for him, and Alrnadi [son] of tshe said: ,,Farher. now

100. get up, get up!',. The father cried, and entered wirh him inside. lEverywhere]
he [: the lover] entered, if [, for examplel he was lying in rhe bed, IAhitadi]
too went to bed He [: the lover] rose up and ran awiy. And as he entered
the toilet, [Ahrladi] roo edrered with him. She said: 'i]ur you [Ahmadil, are

105. not still! A person who is blind, cannot roam this way and sleeD there!tr _'My eye hurts too muchl'. If lthe loverl enrered rhe siore, he roo entereo
wirh hir[ If he went out, he too went out. He chased him until lthe lover]

110. got t-ired and entered the sack of the maize, and hid there.
Also Ahmadi [son] of Ishe went lhere, and his father brouqht lhe rooe. He went
and -stayed there and saidr ,'Just now, here, I have gor my e-yes back', - he said.
His father saidr ,,Now I too have got my eyes backl'. He'saidr ,,This matting lof

115. the maize-sackl has a lot of beetles insidel,,, and said: "Give it to me, Isol thar I
fmightl throw ir away','.
He weot_with that lsackl, and wem until, on rhe road, he met the king. The
king said.to him: ,,Whar are you carrying?,,. He said: i,This is maize,,. 

-[The 
king]

saidr rrv/ell, this maize could be good for my chickens. Co and keep i! for ma,'.
120. He went with tiis lsackJ, but, after he had come lro rhe kins,s house]. Ihe

found thatl the king,s wife too had anorher man. es rhis lover (of heis) had
seen Aimadi, he ran away and go! into a higJ waterpor He I: Ahmadil did
not say anFhing; he went and kept his tiaize, and. stzyed, waiting for the

125. king to come and give him his money and leave him the rnaize. fhe woman
.an to the king; his wife went to the king and said to him: "Ha! Ahrnadi [son
ofl Ishe's behaviour! He does not have tnanners! He is a very bad bov! How
can you enter a person [,s foom] without asking for permisjioor How can

130. you go and enler a place in such a rnannea? Look! He went around while I
had nothing on (me)! He came and saw me and rrade me shy!" - 'Har'. The
king loved his wife, and gor angry. He wenr and rook his pal]gifr "Heyl Why

rr). nave you gone to lmyl wite ard have entered there? Why didn.t you ask for
permission? That is nor the wayt And if th^t is yo:rir nai;e,l'll d;skoy it wlm
rhis swordl". IAhrnadil saidr ,,Destroy it, and t roo shall hit your waterpot!,,.

140. [The king]wenr and srabbed the rnar wirh rhe sword, while lAhrnadil r;ok
his pA-oga and hir rhe waterpor, smashing ir ro pieces. l-the kingl looked, and
here there was a fivrn, and there too he saw a man,
The following day he called them, him [: Ahmadi]. with his farher and ft€

145. woman. And when they had come, he asked: 'How did ir hapoen lhar in rhe
filat there was a rlran, and when I stbbed i[ a person came oulr,,. lAhmadi]
saidr 'velt! This is my morhels lover, whom she secrerly had. And as for
this wornan too, the rnan I killed in the waterpot, he was the rnan whom this

150. wornan [: the king,s wife] secredy had".
So I finished aod came back.
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Note:
Islamic oiture and an agricultural way of life must be assumed as ihe origin of

rhc story: the protagonists are farmers and there is a king (and therefore towns). The
\\'icked roles played by wome., (bofi Ahrnadi's stepmother and the king's wife) and
Ahmadirs cllnning (which reminds us of vrell-known lslamic tricksters, like Abu
\Lrwas) fit well dto the clich€ of lslamic folk-teles. Other African exzrmples can be
l(nrnd in the swahili tales edited by KnaPpert (1970), in t}le chapters ,The wiles of
\\()men' and 'stories of wit and wisdom{.

Towajd the end of the story, the inforfiuflt changed Ahmadi into Mohammadi
I'y mistake.

l l ;XT No. 4
'''l hc Story of Fumo Aliongwerl
l{r'corded on 10.2.88

I  f u m o  ? o l i o " g - e  o * 6 h i o + v d + i i  I  o r h o  ? i k [ o ]  ? i n i  ? o + u d + i i
F. A. IjVe-E1-3M+PAST+HAB tran that FOC O+PAST+HAB

|  ? o + u d +  i  i  k i n u  k d m n d +
grindl WanFE1-3M+PAST+HAB o+PAST+HAB mortar take-E2-3M +HAB

h d b e  ? u k o t t o  l l  ? u k ' o + d o + n t o  t e  r o t t 3 i  l l  l o g o  ? o + s u ? + u
armpit there this+Loc+with AFF walk{1-3M food o+his+M

b ' d b o ? o o n i  u o t t t i k * e  I  m z i m o  ? U d u  k d d ? i + s u [ ? l + u + n i  l o o g i  l l
entire he alone+his+M+Foc eat-C1-3M

k i p i n i + i n i  l l  E o s o  k d d d z o  ? d k u n m d m m u  b ' d + k o + i i  + 6 v o m o o  f u m o
K.+GEN now Swahili those NEG+IRR+HAB love-E1-3P F.

(all

antelope 1

k  i s o + u o  g *  i t t s o  ? o * s u + ? u  u o t t ' i k " e  k 6 d  i  i  b o C E ' o  I  g -  i t ! 3 0  ? t i k u
rhen+PAST young o+his+M I hold-C2-3M only young that

uu

^o*e  koe k u
ACC then trick+by look-after-C2-tP e''tery



9 *  i t t s q + k u + k E  m u i + k e  n 6 ? ? i  h 6 d d a e n + t o  I  b , 6 6 b , o + k u t ? l + r + k f o l
young+that+Acc town+ACC go-A-3M say-C1-3P+LOC father+your+M+tht

' n d : o k o i ? i l i !  d l o o , ? o  l l  ? i b e t t s i d o  |  ? d , i  b , d + k o  ? d l e i o  I  k i n t s
what+by+FtAB di€-B-JM lell-Cl-3M+LOC IDNEG+tRR know_A,iS rhing--

: ? U d u  q z e 6 ? e d d + d z i + i t 6 l + k f o l  l l  b u d _ d 6 d i r n u m n i  I  I 2  r i m e s l  I
he kill-B-3M+ALL+HAB+rhar ask-Cl-3p

i ? ? o + u i r +  |

? d ? O k t i n i  t  l , 6 6 l o m m o  |  |  ? o + u d + i i  ? i n t o  t  i m e + k u + k e  n 6 t t s o
solders co ecFEl-3P o+PAST+HAB wirh bush+rhal+ ACC walk_Et_JM

?o+u ' i +  i  i +k *o  ?6dkod  i  munn  i  [ 2  r imes l  |  |  ?66kod  i nuhm i+ko
0+PAST+ALL+rhis look-for-C1-3p look-for-C1-3P+lRR

2Q.

n i ^ o o m u n m i  k 6 k k e e k o m m i  t r n e + k i + ? r  ?  d u + u o  ? i n o + n o
goaround-Cl-JP look-(RED). C I -3p bush+!har+by he+pAST tbcm+and

l l - d . r l f t ] r i {  i  I  l dd lo+su f  ? l+u  komn i  I  ho l l o  i d6d 'o  |  ? i no+do
know-E2-3M+PAST+by borr'+his+M catch-C1-3M wilh arrows IIE-ILOC

h o o d ' o  f o t t { [ i _ . 1 -  h o o d ' o .  t o t t d h a + k o + d o  ? u n h d n u  ? d k k o l e  k i + r
arrow rnrow-uz-JM aftow rhrow-C2-3M+lRR+LOC they all run-(p)_C2_3M

? d q o k d r i . + k I o l  h o . l  l o  k r ' i d z o + k f o l  I  n u i  k o e  I  m o o k o  ? d + u o + k * o
sordiers+thar wil}l swahiu+rlar rown Acc unril o-pAsTFfiis

i  i , i  " d @ s i i " d ' o n o  h e e ? i
oereat-Uz-JM rolaly unlil day rhar 0+PAST needle sive_C2_3p

? 6 n t  i t t o  b . ' d d b o + k u [ ? l + u  k o e  I  n p o k o  t e  h 6 d d u n d + ? i + k f o l
show-c2-2s father+your+M ACC untii AFF sleep-B-3M+by+that

i i k o l k p t t o  p ' j h U _ _ l J  g * i t t l o  ? u k - o  ? i n t o + k * o  n o ? ? i  I  h d f i + u o + i i
naver+lnere s!ng-Hl-5 young t}) is with rthis go_C | _3M come_C2_3M+PAST+ALL

? i n t o . g U u r U k j _ s i i L d ' q n 6 + k l o l  I  m o o k o  b , d 6 b , o + s u [ ? l + u  ? o d d o
wrul tude-CZ-JM neec[e+that undl farier+his+M day
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1l( ) I)1+3M+by+PAST+by+that gGC1-3M+ALL this sting-C2-3Mnavel+there

r nc die-I+GEN+fiat o+PAST+this run-C2-3M until outside

r , u i + k o t t o  I l  ? o + u 6 + i i + k " o  g i l l i  v o d d z i h i  |  ? o + u o
r,)wn+rhere 0+PAST+ALL+rhis knee bend-C2-3M o+PAST

l , q o d ' o + s u f ? l + i + k I o ]  ? 6 t ' o d i d i  I  f d d l o + k o t t o  ? d + u o + k " o
.l|r()w+his+M+rhat enter-CAUS-C2-3M bow+there o+PAST+this

i a g o -  i d i  l l  ? 6 + v o + k * o  ? i n t o + k o t t o  d z d 6 ? i  I  n d  m 6 6 5 i  ? u k o t t o
l(rrd C2-3M o+PAST+fiis with+there die-C2-3M and place there

n r ) o k o  ? o d d 6 + k * o  g u h 6 + i i  n o ? o  ? i d i m u m m i  g i l l i + s u ? + i + k I o ]
,rrril day+this people+All water fetch-A-3P knee+his+M+that

, l  6 t i + v d + k f o l  |  ? d + v o  b ' o o k u  ? 6 6 k i  I l
l,ut down-C2-3M+PAST+that 0+PAST hole be-C2-3M

Ir( ( ' l  ranslat ion
r trrcc upon a timel there was Ia man calledl Fumo Aliongwe, and he vr'as a
lfil llran: no one else had a similar size. when he wanted to grind his maize,
l,, trxrk a lbigl mortar and he put it under his armpit; and he ground an
, rrire sack of maize under his armpit, and with it he went along.
\\'h.n hc cooked his food, he ate two sacks lof maize], together with an
,rr( l(Jpe, and he ate it all alone. He had ooly one child, and he looked after
I Lllr Lrntil he was almost grown up, land all this happenedJ around Kipini.
.,,\\', thc Swahili people did not love Fumo Aliongwe, and they looked for
'rrr rvay to kill him by trickery. Vhen the child was going to t}le town, they
, .rLrllht him, and they said to him: "Your father, by what will he die?". He

| {l "Ahl I do not know the thing which will make him die".
ilr( y irsked him and they asked him, \rhile other times, as he [:Fumol was
',, rrrt' home, rhey ga*rered soldiers, and, as he was walking in the bush tley

",litrl for him. They looked for him roaming and looking [aroundJ, and he
' ,rri r,d them. So he look up his bow, and his arrows, and he shot arrcws at

rL, r|l And when he shot arrows at them, they all ran away, the soldiers and
,, s\\,ahili, to lhe !own, unlil he defealed them completely.
,irrl, ()nc day they gave his chiLd a needle, saying to him "Go with this, and

1,, rx)t show it your farher. Then, when he is sleeping, prick him in the
, , \, 1' 'l he child wen! along with this [needLe].
\rr, r lrc had come [home] wir.h ir, he hid rhe needle away- Until one day,
.lr{ D his fathcr had gone [to sleep ?], he wenr and pricked him in the navel.
.r lLr r' hc was dying, he ran away until lhe was] ou! of town.
\,i,i lrc bcnt his knee, look up his arrows and ben! his bow, and with it lin
, lr.rndl he died. And in the very place lwhere he died], until today people
' r, lr wxtcr, because, where he put down his knee, a lwaterl hole resulted.
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Note:
Might this story refer in a legendary fashion to episodes of wars between

Swahili and hunter-galherersT

TEXT No, '
"The Story ofJaro and His Son Avadi,l
Recorded on 12.2.1988

1 .  ? - 6 t v q  i o n o  ! i n n i  I  i o n o  m o t q k 6 + d n i  |  ? d + v o  g - i t t s o + s u l ? l + u
0+PAST J. ensrcl-3M J. M.+GEN 0+PAST young+his+M

k d d d i J s u [ ? l + U + s u  ? d + i i + k - o  o u h o + k e  b d h h o  |  ? o + u d + i i
work+his+M+coP o+HAB+I}r is peoplc+ACC ki l l_EI_JM 0+PASTiHAB

bushes+Loc sray-E1-3u p-erson+noc+Lo--nn+eii comE-ut--TJffi6

n d t t F q + u d + i i  k o m m i + d o  I  b ' d + k o + d u + u d + i i  p d t o n u m n i
walk-E1-3M+PAST+HAB carch-Cl-3M+LOC NEG+IRR+him+pAST+HiB ger-Cl_3p

q o o  u o . t t e  ? d + u d + i i  l 6 e + d o  u d l i n o  ? i k u  r o t t d + i i  I
time other 0+PAST+HAB path+Loc see-E2-3p that walk_D2_314+HAB

k e k k e e k n [ j + t o  ? d + n o  9 6 6 9 0  t e  ? 6 6 k i + k o + d o  l 6 e  ? o m o q l l o + k o t t o
look-RED+3P+lRR o+PERF log AFF be-C2-3M+IRR+LOC path beside+there

s o o d _ o _ - . 1  ? . u n n d m u .  ? i J k * o  d i r o m m i  I  h 6 6 n i  ? d 6 k o m m i + k o + i j
stand-L-5M Llrey by+lhis pass-Ct-3P far be-Cl -3p I I RR+HAB

1 0 .  ? d . d m i h i n n o  I  ? i n o + n d + ? o  i o o d ' 6 + ? i  o d h i  I  k i s o  ? d s o k d r a + k I o l
a-bit  rhem+pERF+VENaffow+bysring-C2-3ttt thcnsoidiers+that

? i l i k o  | . e * ? q + u o + k *  o  k i + i  I  n o  ? o + e 6 + i i + t e  k d m m i k u d d z d + i i
all O+PAST+rhis run-p-C2-3M and 0+PAST+HAB+AFFhoId+ASS-E2-3M+ALL

d :  ? i k { d j + } . o .  I  h i i p o  ? o + v ' i } i i + r e  t i o p e m n i  I  u o  o
close-PASS-C2-3M+tRR nighr 0+PAST+ALL+AFF come_our_Ct JM by€od

_  b ' g l k q l l d +  l  t  u d t  l
NEG+lRR+PAST+IiAB see-E2-3p matuler+his+M come_ouEEijMJFASTJFAB then

l r i s i + n d + ? i  ? d + v o  o ' i t t s o + 3 u + ? o  n 6 t ' e t t s o  v o t t d k * e  k d d i a
r, x)+end+by O+PAST child+his+F wonlan t hold-C2-3M

! , , r d n e + s i l ? l + i + s u  h e g o  I  n o  ? i d u  k  3 i + n e  b ' d d b ' o + s u l ? l + u + d o
n.rnc+her+F+CoP H. and he too+and father+his+M+Loc

, t  
- o  

? i d u  u o t t n k ' e  k r i d  u u g 6 + s u [ ?  l + u  I
rlris he 1 bear-PASS-C2-3M NEG+IRR have-A-3M kinsman+his+M

l L , t  ' n i  k i i ' n o * s u f ? l *  ! d d r  l " g u t f u + k - o
rirr heighl+his+M+that moLher+CEN 8et-C2-3M sLrenght+tnis

L ,  6 d b ' o + 3 u ? + i + L i n i  l l  r 6 ? ? o + u 6 + i i  n o o k o  m i n i  a d h o + o n i + d o + k e
,rlr( r+hiS+M+GEN go-E1-3M+PAST+HAB until house petson+GEN+LOC+ACC

, i
, ll{ll wonran+Acc want-Cl-3M come-C2-3M+LOC rnzn there say-C1-3M+LOC

I  ? L i k ' e  ? L i k - o t t o  n o t ' 6 + t o  ? i + k ' d 6 b o  I  n o  ? r ] + k u s i + k o + d o
', r Lro II2-S here s/oman+this me-BEN+want-A-lS and he+too+lRR+LOC

r . ' r  + i L i m i  |  ? o + k * o  k o m n i  ? o + k - o  l u b b i  I  d ' i ? o d d z i + l f - (
\r, l)c-angry-C2-3M O+this hold-C1-3M o+lhis hit-C1-3M close Cl-3M+this

1 . l i i  n o t ' o + s u + l ? l d + t o  p 6 ! o d d z i  l l  ? i n t o + k * o  n o ? ? i  l . g i I ! i + j i
I' rr (ll-3M woman+his+F+t\at geFCl-3M wilh+dis go-C]-3M exis!-Cl-3M+ALL

n i o  k i s o  ? o + k - o  v o t t l ' o  I  u d t l ' i d d z i + d o  ? i k ' e e m i + k " o
.,rh rhen O+this return-E2-3M return-(tr.)-C1-3M+Locget-up-C2-3M+this

'  , r  / ?  i  n o t  ' o * s u ? * o  l  l
. , (:l 3M woman+his-F until day+that o+PAST person exist-El-3M

I  r r i + i i  n r u i n o o  I  s i k u f z l o t e  p 6 ? ? o + v d + i i  ? d + d d + i i + i i
, I,rlAB srupia always go-E1-3M+PAST+HAB 0+LoC+HAB+ALL

, , , r . ' o + s u [ ? I + o  k d n m o  I  I  + i d m i + k q + d o  h o  t e  l u b b i  I
. , , , , , i rn+his+F hold-E1-3M be-an8ry-C2-3M+IRR+LOC and AFF hi l-C1-3M

r r ' o + s u ? + o + k e  o o t d d i + k o  I  n o t ' o + e u ? + o  n u i n g d . + K I o l  ? L n - i + j ! . 1
.. , ,r r:rn+his+F+Acc geFC2-3M+IRR woman+his+F shrpid+that FOC+GEN

r ' n q + t e  a d d d o t i  I  s o o  u o t t e  ? o + v 6 + i i + k * [ e l + d o  ? i n t o + k o t t q
, 1'l,l{l'+AFF c{ry-Cz-3[.{ time other 0+PAST+ALL+IhiS+LOC with+there
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b ' o n m i  I  n p o k 6 + s u  b ' u n o  |  ? [ d u  g d r i m o + k o t t o  b ' o n m i  i ' d 6 ' b i + d o
sleep-Cl-3M until+CoP dae/n he ourside+there sleep-Cl-3M rnat+LOC

I  l , ? o d d 6 + k l o l  ? i n i  ? d + u o + k * q  h d l l i + v o + d d + i  i + ? i + k l o l  ? i I o + k - o
day+that FOC 0+PAST+this come-D2 JM+PAST+LOC+ALL+by+tha! !hem+rhis

s o l d n i  I  b ' o m m i  b ' d n i d d z i  b ' u r q  ? i l o + k * o  s o f d n i  I
qrcet-C2-3M sleepcl-3M leave-at-dawn-C1-3M dawn them+this greet-C2-3M

? 6 + u o + k * o  n o ? ? i  I  l 6 e + d o  ? 6 d k i + u o l k * f e l  v d t l ' i + i i  I
0+PAST+this go-C1-3M path+LOC be-C2-3M+PAsT+rhis+by return-C2-3M+All-

until doum-palm stupid+that FOC+GEN 0+PAST+ALL+rhis climtlc2-3M

3 5 .  n d ? o o g - i  I  t e " b o + s u f ? l + u  ? o + u o + d o + n t o  k i b o d d d + k I o l  f d ? f o ? ? i
drink-C1-3M beer+his+M 0+PAST+LOC+with containers+tha! smash-RED-C1-3M

l l  n o t ' o + s u ? + d + t f o l  h o t t o + d d  I  r o ? d h e  ? d u o k ' i + i n i  |  ? 6 + u o + k - o
woman+his+F+dnt say-C1-3F+LOC go-G1-1P doum-palm+CEN 0+PAST+tni$

n o t t s i  I  n o t t s i + v o  ? d d u  k ' d t ' o n n q + v o  I  k i b o d d 6 + k f o l  t e
walk-C1-3P walk-C1-3P+PAST he go-andlook-E1-3P+PAST conrainers+that Anl

h d ? o g g - i  ? i s d d i + k o  k i b o + k * o  t e  f o t l i  I  m d ? o o o * i
drink-Cl-3M finish-C2-3M+lRR containef+this AFF srnash-C1-3M drink-Ci-3M

? i s d d i + k q  k i b o + k " o  t e  f o l f a  l l  ? i b e t t o + d o  I
finish-C2-3M+IRR container+this AFF srnash-Cl-3M tell-C1-3F+LOC

v d h o t i + n o  6 d d i o  ? i t t s + i  I  h o t t o + d o  ? o d d 6 + i i + d d + k I o l + k q  ? u k - q
see-c2-2S+PERFrnan my+M say-C1-3F+LOC day+ALL+LOC+rhat+IRR this

? o + n i + t e  b ' d h h i  I  n p o k q  ? o d d o + k ' o  ? 6 + n i + ? [ e ]  k i b o d d o  k i s l
o+us+AFF kill-A-3M unlil day+rhis 0+us-BEN+\rEN conrainers roo

f d f f o f f i  l l  ? i b e t t o + d o  I  n q  ? d k u  ? u k * o + d o + t e  n 6 ? o t o  " b 6 6 n i + d o
smzsh-REP-C1-3M tell-C1-3F+LOC and rhat rhis+LOC+AFF gGA-2S fight+Loc

b ' 6 + k o  k d r , o t o  |  ? u k * o t t  i  f 6 6 l o  u d d d o + d d z i  l d v o  k o e  I
NEG+IRR can-A-2s now bow carry-H2-S+ALL home ACC

b ' 6 6 d ' o o n i  o ' i h u  d z 6 6 ? e  l l  n o ? ? i + ? o  I  f 6 6 l o + s u f ? l + u  v 6 d d o t i + ? i
arrow sting-H2-S kill-H2-S go-Cl-3M+VEN bow+his+M carry-C2-3M+b,

h o l l o  b ' d 6 d ' o o n i  I  b ' 6 6 d ' o o n i + k f o l  ? 6 + u o + k - o  o r h i
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arrow+that 0+PAST+r,\is sting-C2-3M

124

rllgh+here remove-C2-3M o+PAST+this throw-C2-3M say-C1-3M+LOC

L r ? e + k u n n o  d ' i d d ' i i l 6 6 m o  b ' d n o t e + ? i  |  |  k 6 6 k o m n i  ? u k * 6 + k o + t e
\.ril l I1-P+you-P go-down-FREQ-A-1S know-A-2P+me look-C1-3P this+IRR+AFF

, l  i i f d d m i  |  ? i b e t t o + d o  I  ? u k * d + k d + t e  d ' i i t 6 6 m i  m o o k o
rf ) (lown-C2-3M tell-C1-3F+LOC this+lRR+AFF go-down-C2-3M unlil

! ' d l q + ? i + k I o ]  I  ? 6 + u o  h o o d ' o  t ' 6 l o + ? i + k f o l  ? u k " o  k o m m i
I ' ,rs( )n+by+that O+PAST arrow poison+by+that dLis hold-C1-3M

'  r l i t e  g r i d i  l l  t d l i t e  g d d i  l l  o u h o  k ' o b b i + u d + ? i + k f o l
,rl( rcmove-C2-3M knife remove-C2-3M sting-l wanr-Cl-3M+PAST+by+rhat

. r l  t t e + s u [ ? l + u  l l  n o t ' o + s u + ? d + t o  b ' u n o + u o + k " o  ? 6 6 k o t t i  I
I r  I  l r s + M woman+his-F+that dawn+PAST+this look-after-C2-3F

, ' , . r 1 i + u o + d o  l 6 e + d o  k r i l u m u m m i l  ? i b e t t o + d o  |  " b o i o n i
,i( (12-3F+PAST+LOCparh+LOC meeFcl-3P rell-C1-3F+LOC lefs-go

"  r  k  '  i  +  i  n  i  +  k  I  o  I  +  k  e  |  ? d n + k u 3 i + n d + ? i  |  ! e " b o  h e e ? 6 + ? i  I
,rr l)irlm+GEN+that+ACC l+too+and+by beer give-G2-P+me-BEN

, h r , d o  I  ? 6 d  b ' d + k o  5 i n . i  g r i i o  I  n o t t s i  m o o k o
,1. (: I-JP+LOC ID NEG+IRR exist-A-3M person walk-Cl-3P unti l

'  , , i n  ? d + u o + t e  o -  i t t s o + s i f ? l + i  k t l u n t o  i 6 d i o + n i  I
,L{)(l o+PAST+AFF young+her+M meet-C1-3F man+FOC

r , . r  t e i + d o  I  u 6 6 g o  ? 6 6 t o  k J d k e  r d t t o  |  ? i b e t t o + d o  I
, I I\1+LOC mother you where vr'alk-A-2s tell-C1-3F+LOC

, | | r r , 6 m u + k e  h i t ' o  |  ? i b e t t s i + d o  |  ? i k u n n d m u  n d d k o + o n i
, ,A(:(l follow-A-lS tellC1-3M+LOC those what+cEN

u r n i + k ' o t t o  ? o + n i  k o b i s o  b ' 6 i f i i  l l  h o o d ' 6 + k f o l + ? i  p i h u
l\'l()w+here 0+us totally destroy-A-3M arrow+that+by strng-H2-S

r  , . 1 ,  v o  + k -  o  p d h  i
,r, l'As'l'+rhis sting-C2-3M o+PAST hard

ls
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them follow-A-2s and farher+PERF lhey kill-C2-3p day+rhis 3

l--!q+!!&--!i-d@il1--l!3?]--L?gl! qt i pohhi I
VEN+there sleep-A-3M go-C1-3M o+PAST+ALL reporr bear-C1-3p

? o + v r i + i i + k * q  k d m o i k r d i + ? o  |  ? o + v r i + i t + k " o  d ' i ? i k  d i  l l
0+PAST+ALL+rhis hold-pASS-C2-3M+VEN 0+pAST+ALL+rhis close-pASS_C2_3M

t d + k u 3 i  n o t ' o + s u ? + 6 + t o  ? d + v o + k * o  g d 6 l i t i  l d u o + s i ? + i  I
this-F+toowomaln+his+F+thato+PAST+this go-home-C2-3F home+her+M

65.

1 .

+k*o+ke  ' d  i gok ' i d  i  l l
ry-PASS-C2-3M

10.

20.

JO

35.

Free Tnnslation
There was [a rian calledlJaro, (Jaro) lson o0 Maraka. And he had a son,
whose name was Avadi. As forJaro, his work $/as killing people. l-le stayed
in the bush, and nobody [couldl come ou! [alive].
The guards went to catch him, but they could not get hold of him.
Sometimes lhey saw him walking on the path, and wen! !o catch hinl as soon
as they saw him, he ransformed into a log lying beside rhe parh; lhcy
passed by and as fhey werc ^ litt)e far ^w^y, he sho! arrows at Lhem, and all
the guards ran away. And whenever chey got hold of him, at night he gor
out, and, by codl, none could see the rDanner lin whichl he had escaped.
Then, he had a child, whose name was Avadi; Avadi, too had a daughtet
whose name was Hesha; fAvadi] alone was bom to his father, he had no
brother. He had tak€n his size from his mother, bu! his strength was that of
his father.
[aro1 r-rsed ro go along until he came to a house, and, if he desired a wornan,
he came and said to the rnznr rrcet up, I want this woman!',; and if lhat one
got angry, he got hold of hir., hi! him, tied him rhere, and took lhe woman.
He went with her, stayed s/ith her, and then came back. He sen! her back,
got up and went back to his wife. Until one day lhe found riatl there was a
stupid man; he always wenr to him and rook his wife, and if lthc stuDid man]
got an8ry, hc beal him. and rook rhc sruprd man's e,,ife. O$er tmea he 5lcpl
rhere wirh her unl i l  morning, q/hi lc Lhe man slepl outside on lhe mal.
One day, he came and greeted them, slept, and in the morning said good-
bye and wenr. Whcn he was on rhc path he camc back until lhe reachcdl the
doum-palm of $c srupid Imanlr he cl imbcd i t  and drank his l :  lhe srupid
man'ql beer and srnashed the lbccd containers.
The wife said ho her husbandl: ',Let's go ro rhe doum-palm',. They went and
looked around for him: he was drinking [from] the beer-containersj he
finished one, and smashed it, he finished one and srnashed it.
['I he wornan] said: "You have seen, my husband, what I told you, that he was
going to kill us[: to ruio us]l Today even lhe containem, he smashedl,'. She
saidr rAnd if you go ro him, you cannot lbearl rhe fight! Now, bring the bow
from home, hit him wifi a bboda?d [:big arrow withour poison], and kill
hirn!rr.

40.
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ll(. went, brought the bow with rhe b@rl?ad and hit him with the
L''eadlaoi in the thigh. IAvadil removed it, threw it away and said: "wait
Lrrrlill t come down, and you will know mel". They looked as he was coming
, L,rwo, and lthe woman] said; "lf he comes down to $e ground he will kill us
' (nrrplelely! Hit him with the poisoned arow!". He took the poisoned arrow
.rrrrl hit him, but lJaro] made an effort to come down He came down until he
$:rs near . He took his koife. He look the knife and wanted to hit him [r the
rrut)id manlwiL\ that, but they all kogetherl finished him- He died wi*l his

tll thc morning, his wife looked for him and came along, luntilJ they [: the
lrllcrsl met he; on the way. She said: "Let's go to the doum-palm, I too lshalll
, ,,rlc and you willl give me beer".
lhcy said: rrEh! Nobody is there". They walked, until along the way she mel
| ( r son. He said to her: "Mum! where are you going?'r. She said: "I am
l,,ll(iwing these people" - "\ghy are you followjng *Iem, as they killcd father,
rrrl hc has been lying there fot three days!".
ll( wen! and repofied [!o the police] and thar one l:the killerl was caugh! and
.l |  rustcd.
tlrs woman went back to her home, and he [Jaro] was broughr back and
lrrr icd in Lamu-
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APPENDIX 2

GLOSSARY

Foreword
Items ln the Dahalo-English part are anariged in the following order:

? ,  o
b '
b
E '
c
d '

dz
d l
d

f

s
h
n
f
I

J '
J
k '
k
k - '

Prenasalized consonants follow in the same oroer.

I
+
D

n
I
o
p

r

5
t
t
t s '
t e

!

s

"..0, #',il,Ti 3lTi'l?x."ff "":":'i,lr?,tffy3i?tl;",:il,jl, i-*irion, peffecrive
,rfi* 

o, *uno torms have a foilowing dash, wherher oicuni,ig as prefix, sufDx, or

The sources of loanwords are not intended to be exhaustive.

*".n".1"rJ#?il'fti;:"itfirl"r:: ffi 
used: Mdhris (te84/85) aod Nurse (re82) ror

sourhern oromd. v;;;;lii6ri.*Li'ii'l?:jii^:.J,1'""i:il1;,1'rTfjif3"? jij
;"r|.'**i,nf,i?ifi.somari 

onhographv' *r'lE soni 
"ntc"i'" rJl-ir?" giu"" in

DAHALO.ENGLISH GLOSSARY

t
r,r  (  d )

t . l
t , l , tho, P ?dribon i
t . r d ,  ,  P  ?dddodd  l
t 6 n l t ,  P  T d d j o J J i  -  ? t i r i j  i n l
I  i ld ao
td t l r o ,  P  ?ddnon  i
l { oa  I  no
l o o r I n i d  -  ( <  5 u .  - o n i n i )

l ad . I n  i nno  /  P  ? t i t i r nq rnuu to
tad fo ,  SG ?ddnqne
lo,rr.o, P ?oontin i
t a i l t  o
, { . l do
lo , t d6k *o  (=  ?oddo  +  - k -o )
t . r  r c t e  ( s G  ? ) ,  P  ? d f t t d t  l
t a l o ,  P  ? c i f u d d o
r .u ( l d -
r r0 , r r l dzo ,  P  ?6goddz  i
t , r 00 -  i d -
t i l  l 0 l e
r . r t  I  t d -
t . r !  l ' -
r . r  t o h -

, . 1 . l | n  I  goo t -

' a . . 6k ' o  (=  ?o rnno  +  k -q )

' i  , ' , t d -  ( (  S t n ,  - o n d o )
' ,  , l n  ( c f  .  B n .  " d e )

' r , , , , , ,  P  ? d n n o n  i

"  r ' l , r ,  r  r o r o g o n r

" . r . ' r ,  P  ? t i n o s 6 n  i

ah! (lD)

panicle-complex initial marker (0)

venitive marker (\,EI9
grandmother
scar
elder brorhet
here
mother's brother
small
believe, to
litde; few; a bit of
white hair
nock, notch of arrow
you (2S; INDEPENDENT PR.)
sun; day
today
shadow (of an object)
mouth
spend the day, to
eat
weave, to
all
spread out, to
leave, to; let go, ro
trade, to; buy, to; sell, to
fat, oil
greet, to
amen!
as, Iike
so thus
aside
I (REDUCED INDEPENDENT PR.)
begin, to
outside
so that
fatheds sister
I (INDEPENDENT PR.)
brothe.-in-law
greed
wife



?dno t  t  sq
? q t t q
? t i vck ' e ,  P  ? t i uok  , o

?ac
?6 d9o
? e e k -  ( l P :  ? e e k o n - )
?eekod ld -
? e e t i t -
?eev  ou  -
?e  leod-  (<  Sr l  ,  -e  leo)
? e  l e j -
?6no,  P  ? inono
?ent  id -
?6nu a toeo,  P  ?6nuDo96n i
? t d i
?  l g  i n o
? t -
? i -
? i -
?  i b e d -
? i d t b -
?  iddzob-
? i i v u
? l j i d i ,  l l - € i t o ,  F - i t t s  I
? l l o ,  P  ? l t t o
? l l o k i n i  (  <  S u r . )
? l l l n o ,  P  ? i  t l r t i n i
?  inc id fo  (<  Su ,  )
?  i n d t i f o  f o l -
? i r i
? i n t o
7 | t 'd-
? l t i ? -
T i r e
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co-e,'ife
you (2P; INDEPENDENT pR.)
doum palm
eh! (rD)

fire
be, to; become, to
look after, to
hear, to
build, to
understand, to
know, to
father-iolaw
snow, to
mother-inJaw
she (tNDEpENDENT pR.)
meat-eating place (of hunters in bush)
she (REDUCED INDEPENDENT PR,)
by, wirh
me (BOUND pR,)

rell, ro
fetch, ro
climb, to
ash

( c f .  l . J .  j i i d u u )  S o m a t i

but
tear
jealousy

become jealous, to
focus marker (FOC)
with; from
rhem (BOUN'D pR.)

their (BOUND pR.)

truth
string of beads (worn around the neck)

? i r i l d l l  eye lash
finbh, ro (tr.)

finish, to (inr.)
this (l)

mv (F)

mv (M)
louse

? i n i d i ,  P
? l r i l o ,  P
?  i s o d -  ( <
?  i  soku  d-
? t t o
? l t t s o
? i t t s i
? i t t o ,  S G

?  l n  i d d d  i
? i n l f o m u n t e  -

8 o J .  -  i s o )
( {  B o j .  - t s o )

?  f t t o n e

r29

that (F)
,60oCo,  11  ?69o{6dte ,  F  ?69o! id t ts i Boni
t "  " b o  l e ? o d -  ( <  S u  .  - o r n b o )

t o t  ' o d -

r o  ' C  
o ? o d -  ( <  N S r , ,  n { o o )

. . ,  ( s ' ! .  )

r v 0
r !  I  t d -

t ! |  u  nndDu
l v l - o
I ' t ' o d d z e
ta l  -  

omndnu
t a t - o t t o
t u l - o t t  i

t " r u  " g u  ( c f .  B n .  r n u n j o ) ,
t v l t  ' o ,  P  ? [ i n t ' o d d i

, ' l u n u ,  P  ? 0 t u n d n  i
t . , 1  o !  i  ( <  l l s ! , .  u t o t i r ,

ptay, to
eoter, to
make enter, to
approacn, to
o r
he (REDUCED INDEPENDENT PR.)
he (INDEPENDENT PR.)
qo, to
annoy, to; bother, to
stznd up, ro
there
rhar (M)

tnose
this (M)

nowadays O
tnese
here

they (INDEPENDENT PR.)
SG ?!nu "gune rnaize beetle

branch
anus
wound

P ?0! oot d! i  ugal i

tt
l, ,t negative selector (NEC)

l, ,r lod- dry to (obj.: meat)
n , l , l b ' o /  P  b ' 6 d b ' o n i  f a t h e r
r, ,rrrb- carry a child on rhe back, to
n, ' , 'bl t-  carrya chi ld on the back, to (FREQD
t  , r r r l o m i i n l  ( <  b ' o o d u  +  r n i i r ' l  ? )  c r a z y
| ,r ' r , ,u without
'  l i i ,  P  b ' 6 ? i 0 o  l i o n
I r,r frr P b'66reno calabash (big)
i  ' l l , o ? o o n e r  P  b ' d b o ? o o n u u t o  t o p i
,  i , t omo ,  P  b ' dgonuddo  be l l y
I r , tomo kont id- pregnant, to lrvrke
' ' l , lomoon i t  t  3e pregnzn!
|  , r , t ! o ,  P  b ' 6gg  i  d ress
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b 'dggo  d ' uh -  d ress  o . s . ,  ! o
b 'riho 

hard (adv.)
b ' r i h o n r o ,  F  - i d d z o ,  p  b , d h q m i  h a r d
b ' o h -
b,qk i?od-  (< su.  -boki )  : j tL j ; ( : rurarobject )
b'okk- f i t  f i re, io
b ' t i l o? i  aga t rL
b ' o  l o k -
b oneed- 

move house' to
ooast, to

b'oF- (< Son, bor- ?) recogtuze, !o
b ' d n q
b,onr j -  (cr .  on.  boni i )  f :T ' f ; i l , : j '
b ' d F  i t  i  ( c f . 0 n .  b o r i j )  d a w n
b ' o s i  ( S ' r . )  w e !
b ' o q o ? -
b'eero, p b,6dtomunte -  b,€6t" : ' l : l 'T. ,Ht;
b 'eh -  (P :  behom- )  s i l em,  ro  be

touch, to
b ' i d i l ( S u , . )  h a r d  ( a d v . )
b' inodornu (So , )  man, human being

l .  i " l k l -  
( c f  ,  Bn .  I nv in i nge  , , r ound , , )  t um,  ro  ( ! r . )

b ' i n i k ' e e r n -
b. iF ik, inno 

turn into' to; become, to

D.on- 
l ightning
sleep, to

b ' onko  (<  t lSu  .  bongo )  ,  p  b ,  6nkogc idne  b ra in
b '6dd 'qon i ,  P  b ' 66d 'qondnn i  no !  po i soned  b ig  a r row_head
b 

"56h 
i nostril

b ' d ' i ku ,  P  b  ' 66kokk  
i  ho le

b'66nq (< So . borno), p b ,66rnornrn 
i  fenced open place

b ' 6 6 n o ,  S G  b ' 6 6 n e e t e  b o y
b ' o o t i ,  P  b ' 6 6 t l n e  , h i d h
b ' u ? -
b,u?ud_ 

put into, to; plant, to
enter, to (P)

b ' u b ' u r i  ( <  S u .  b u b u ) ,  p  b , L j b , u r i h q  d u m b
b 'u { ! od -  ( (  t tSu , .  - u€q  ? )  ask ,  r o
b'u{{uved- rush, ro (subj.:  animals)
b ' u n o
b ' u n u  ( c f ,  I t S u .  ( m ) b u n u )  ; : # *
b 'Urune dus t
b ' u t ' u t -  ( i n p f . )  s p i t ,  r o
b ' d d b o ,  P  b ' d d b o d d i  c h e s r
b 'uuku l -  f f l l  aho le ,  ro
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l runod- (( 5{r.  -vuno) harvest, to
l uvod- (cf.  Bn. uolo ?) shine, to (subj.:  sun)
t ,  ugod -  (<  t lSu , . j  c f .  8 r ,  uugo )  l eak ,  t o

oo "do (variant of Eoo'dq )
. t hpe  ( (  Su r .  j embe) ,  P  U '6 rnpqbb i  hoe

3
r o o " d o  (  < f i S u .  c h o n d o ) ,  P  d r i r i " d u d d o  -  E ' d d n d u k o
f r t o L i k -  ( (  S u r ,  - s i k i  ? )  s a w ,  t o
tdo  (<  Su , .  choo ) ,  P  l duodde  -  zoo  ro i l e !
r v r r " b o  ( < S u r ,  c h u m b o ) ,  P  - o b b i  -  z u ' b e  r o o m

finger

, l ' l f eeno  r  P  d ' dd foo r i ddo
o d d ' o t  ' -

,l,J o
, r h d d l o ,  f l  - t o ,  F  - t t s l

' r h o n  i t e ,  P  d ' 6 h o n  i t d t  i
' r h  l k u d -
, r l -  ( p e n f . )

, r  I  l d -

' r r oo  3u  nmo
, r rno  su  nm6En  i
, , ' . -  ( ,  S o r .  d o " -  ? )

t , ' , r ,  P  d ' d u  j e
I  r F h  o o n  I  r  r  d  e e K  o o n o n n  I
r , i t , e ,  P  d ' i i b u u t o
|  , , j , 1 ' i l e e m -
'  r i l ' i l i i n o

,  , r m e ,  P  d ' i i n u d d o

r  ,  r . i d -

go out in a hu.ry, to
neck
rread on, to (FREQ)

waisl
Dahalo
put down, inlo, to
pound, to
pestle

cooKJ to
keep v/alking, to
tear, [o
yesterday
day before yesrerday

third day before today
put together, to; collect, t0
tread on, to
pot
shadow (of a rnan)
buttock
go down, to (FREQ)

thrrnder
strip away, to; peel oq to
go down, to
bee
passr ro
pass, to make



d '  d d  ' o ? q  ( c f  .
d ' u ? -
d ' u ? o j -
d ' u ? i k o k u d -
d ' u ? i k u d -
d ' u k ' -

dd t0q t t e
d 6 6 l o ,  P
d i -
d i  i r o m o
d  i k -
dok66n  i  ,
do  "bo  (<

oooK-
d66n r  i n to
d6d ro ,  P
d u -
ou  moon -
d t0no ,  P

l a t

Bn.  t  o t  ope ?)  mud
set, to (subj.: sun, night)
tie, to; close, to
be untie4 to
tied, ro be
broken, to be

d 'uk 'ud 'uk 'ud-  spo j l ,  to ;  desuoy ,  to  (FREO)
d 'uk 'ud-  b reak ,  to
d ' u u k o  ( c f .  B n ,  d u u k o ) ,  p  d ' ( d k o k i  d e a f

do- in, at (LOC)
dt i r i ko ,11  - to ,  F  - t te i ,  P  dddkotor r l  Daako
ddbo, P d6bobbe hand; paw
ddbo luo righr (hand)
dribo poh- chp hands, ro
d6bo pofrod- chp haods in rime of music, ro (FREe.)
ddbo Soto  (<  sur .  -sho to)  le f t  (hand)
dqbono (<  Son.  ? )  beh ind
dob i  (c f .  Bn .  dqobo) ,  p  ddb i rnq  arunnr ,  game
dokrifo, P dokrilodde leg, foot
dokdlo k i! o "go sole of rhe foot
dcinnobe (cf, Bon., orno dqnnoboo) elepham (female)

five
girl (young woman not maffied)
her (BOUND PR.)
morniog
depan, b; leave, to
elephant
utedsils, kitchenware
take away, lo; kidnap, to (obj.: woman)
behind (?)

shoulder
him (BOUND PR.)
wander, [o
bowels

die, to
kill, ro

- i dead
wild animal; enemy

d d d  l e

( <  0 n .  )

P d6koorndnr i
B o  j .  z o n r b o )

d66nqn  i

dt idron i

sz
dzoo' l  -

dzoo?od -
dz t6?ono ,
dz  oo?d  t  q ,

F  d z d d ? o n  i t t e e ,
P  dzoo? r i t uuke
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kill, to, 1 r . 6  ?ed -

rl l
, l r  d d + u n e , F  d l r i r i l u n i t t s e ,  P  d l d r i l u n l  s l i m
nr ,r0g- id- rvrsturbate, to
. lr ,r t ,ponod- st ing, to

I
t ,r ' rh- (SL!, - foq) useful,  to be
r { , r l -  ( imp f . )  des t roy ,  t o
ro,rt  ' -  dig, ro
r ' t r l ' o k ' e ,  P  f i d ' o k ' 6 k '  i  f i r e  s t i c k
t{ | | qof- crack down, to (FREQ)
l,r I do, to; s/ork, to
l, l  lofe motning star
t,r  I  i  kud- made, to be
t , r r ' -  ( i n r p f , )  r e m o v e ,  t o
l , r l ' o ,  P  f  i i t ' e k o  w a l l
|  '  I  l kud -  comb  o . s . ,  t o
r , l l n c ,  P  f i l i m d m m i  c o m b
r , l l n o  ( s u . )  d i s c o r d
I i,n loone lighr (adj.)
1,, , ,1 '-  rest, to
r, ' i \ced- tear, to; rend, to
r . , t  t dod_  (<  su r ,  - f uk i zq )  smoke ,  t o
f . , t o  ( S u , . )  b a g
t.,  ro (Sur. ) javel in
. . , ' i i l  (  5u , . ) ,  P  fU 'd i ne  c ra f r sman
r , , ' c h l  ( (  5 u , ,  - f u n o h l )  k q k u d - ( ? )  h a p p y ,  t o  b e
t . , 1 u d -  ( <  S u r .  - f u t o )  r u b ,  t o
t ' , , r  l ud -  (<  5 l r .  - f uo )  wash r  ! o

sadared, to be
t , i  t r o  ( <  S u r .  f u m b o ) ,  P  f r l r j " b o b b i  m a t
r ,rr l  -  breathe, to
| , ' r I  oono sweaq warm

r , , r t  i j -  ( <  0 n .  g o t o )
1 ,  r r r o ,  P  g d 6 n o
1 ,  r r , o  g -  i t t s o ,  P  g d d n o
1 r r , )  l c j b o o n  i

, , r , 1 ' 0

spend the day, to
go home, to
large, big; grown-up person

g" i t teo young man
village elder
above, upon



g q g g o q  I  l J -  ( <  0 r .  g o l o )
gdk 'onc ,  P  gdk 'onr l0 to
gdn I  no
g d t ' o ,  P  g d t ' q t t '  I
g d v c ,  P  g d v q J J u
get  -
g  inoo "do ,  SG g lnoo"ddnc

9 iddo
g l l l l ,  P  g f  l l l b c
g  i {  cor -
g iDpo,  P  g  f rpoDo
g l r l
g i n i g f n l
g i t -

9 6 l o b r ,  P  9 6 l o b q
g o n n -  ( c f .  E n ,  I n o m n o )
9 6 6 9 o  ( <  S u ,  g o g o )

966r '0 ,  P  g66non I
g u b o o  l o o l c ,  P  g u b o o  l o o  |  |

gub-  (<  so ! .  gub ?)
guboo I  ld -
gribogo, 56 grlbog66te
g u b l t -
gud-
gudde

g-
g-oh-  (P :  g 'ohoo- )
g 'ohod ld -
g-o t  ' -

g - l ? l
g - i ? l  k o m -
g r r r s o r r g t t t 9 o
g*  l t too  po t  od-

r?4

go hone, to (P)
chto
outside
beald
snake
bring to; send, to
pubic hair
sperm
knee
scare4 to be
carpus; rnalleolus
uoder, b€low
qulddy, fast
sleep, o (P)
monkey
bend down, to
log
piece of clottr
hunter

bum, to (tr.)
hunt, to
yomg (n.)
bur4 to (ior.)
temove, to
bush

say, to; liv€, to
say, b make
chew, to
thirst
thifsty, to be
child
give birth to a baby, to

gdfuo, ll grftlJrccto, F gUureetts I Baiuun

g0fto, P guho pelson; pl.: people
guho g- ltt:o Sanye (coll,; lit.r "the Little peopleN)
gu+eed- untie, tO; Open, to; undress, to
g u n l o  (  S o , ) ,  P  g O n l c k l  s a c k
grinurne, F giruolddze, P ginunri old (of persons)
guruDu!- grow, to

I
M
hcob-  (  Inp f .  )
Md
Mdro ,  P  h6deoono
ioor o ob-
M d t ' l
icor-
h ! ! ' o
iaddu.-
Mgr
hhhoob-
i.f -

h lo t t -
i l rood 'e
L t -
L t o  (  S u .  )
L t  l k u d -
teg
LU.  ( (  so .  hqgq)
M'9-oro "9'6no, P hd "g'ono
bddo
raa
t.r?-
l l ln | , P h66r'onne

l c  ( <  S u , . )
t l b r ,  P  h i b e  -  h l b e n r q
l r l  l ro
l l l r o n o  ( S G  o f  h f  l r n q  ? )
l l  l r q n e s d [ ? ] u
l l a . o t o
t  e  l d -
L l  l o
M.o .c ,  P  h6oon0r i to
l r o d ' -  ( c f .  8 n .  k o o d  ? )
l . o d l  ( S u , . )
ra6n I
toouo (<  l lSur . )
loouood-  ( (  l lSur .  -o (ur  )q )
loovooku d-
r o r o k ' -  ( (  S u .  - k o n o g o  ? )
r o r o n -  ( p e n f .  )

rr5

ah! (ID)
c1I, to
dance (kind of womenr J
bow-striog
talk, to; conversg to
neat
understand, to
onlY
sleep, to
moon; month
cur, to GREQ)
come, to
yrwn, to
!lpe
slaughter, to
until
slaughtele4 to be
yes
go on!

'g'6nuuto centipede
evemng
yes OD)
grre, !O
goat
come on!
baboon
night
tomorow
day after tomorrow
black
pant, to
wirh, aod
frog
say, to
rnay I come in ?
f"r
marriage
rnany, to (subj.: riun)
get marrie4 to (subj,r womao)
stir, to
chase, to



honor ld -  (  l rp f ,  )
hubot -  ( (  Sor .  hubro  ?)
h u k ' -
h u  l -
h u t  ' -

h u t ' u ! -
huud-
huu fud-

h
hood 'o ,  P  h , i dd ' o
h o o d ' o  t  ' d f o ?  |
hddJo ,  P  hd t  I
tqqv-
hdba, P hdbuddo
ho ihqqv l t -
h d  I  l c f o
h  l d  '  oodc
h l d d  l b a ,  P  h l d d l b o
n k ' -
h l l l q  ( <  5 o r , )
i l  l n -
i  I  l n  l k u d -
h o t ' -
h u n t  |  ' -

h u n t  |  ' u [ | e e n i t -

I
food  ld -  (<  fo I  gJ  d  ld - )
l d d l q ,  P  f d d l u u k e  -  t d d l o l i
loo0ca! l t -
lqg-
lo  go
f o g  l k u d -
fof-
l q j -
f d l l t c ,  P  l t i  I  i t 0 r u
fq0-
lq|| |acd I d-
f q n l ,  P  f d n u u t q
fqnk "  l d -
f onk '  l kud -

r?6

chase, to
know, to
hzv€ s€xual intercourse, to
sdnk, to
follow, to
look llke, to; reserDble, to
sew, to
blow, to (subj.: .nan)

arlow
a!!ow with pobon on the head
man
mention, to
armpit
mention, to (FREQ)
zebra
heavy
bird
grin4 to
trick
shave, to (tr.)
shave, to (intr.)
scratch, to
chew, to
chew continuously, to (FREQ)

fee4 io
bow
eat continuously, to (FREQ)
eat, lo
food
eater\ !o be
cry, to
lost, to get
knife
takg to
stroll, to
head
bend, to (tr.)
bent, !o be
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lant ' ld- s€ratch, to
tcttoh- throw, to
1o^l- tck, to
tc "/qd ld- lick, to make
t lhc ,  P  f66o l  thorn
laano, P f6anodd I tongue
fl?- push, ro
I | ?cd- scaner, to
ll l- call, to
llk- scream, to
llnto, SG tfntonc housefly
I ln?ccd- empty, ro
legoh l ,  P  fog6h l  eCC
lcfo? ld cough, to
tcf- put ir! to
lunnccd- ( <Sor.cun- ,toeat, ?) swallow, ro
fnnf- chew, ro

I
I tgoro  (  S l .  )

J:
l ' t l d  " b  |  ( c f . B n .  l j o n b l ) ,
, ' . . n -  ( c f ,  B r . .  j e r o )

l ' r r r o d  I  d -
l ' l l n o n l  ( < S r u .  j i n o n l  ) ,

I
l l ?oro ,  P  jd?o!uu to

l ldgo,  P  jddgu

l | , l o
l l t l l c s l  ( < S o r n .  j o o l l e  ? ) ,  P
laor -
l .o .  ld -
l r b l  ( c f , 5 U .  o j o b u )  k o n t l d -
l l o o  ( S u .  )
14 . . ,  P  jd0oro

1. .o ,  P  j6nemo

la. I bu
,aaa-
laarp6  ( , /an lan t  o f  C '6d | l |pe)
t a r l r  l c  /  P  j 6 k k e l d l l

l r -

although

P j 'dd 'bqbb l  mar
shy, to be
shy, to make

P J ' l lnon t in l  ne iShbour

veffet

cow
mother (after death)

Jdd lee€n I frtend
old, to become
convtncer to
astonish, to
family; group
wanhog
porcupine
Iish (sp. ofJ
live together, to (P)

shoulder extremity
allative nierker (ALI)
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l- habitual action seleclor (FIAB)
lko who?
l k o t o ,  F  j t k o t t e l ,  P  J f k o n n d n u  w h o ?
oko which?
oor!- speak, to
ooroDcco lt- sF,eak cootinuously, to (FREQ)
ufeed- extinguish, to (obi.: fire)
ufeeB- bum, to (subj.: flre)
iko  (c f .  Bn ,  ! idhuku)  ruve l
uuf- blow, to
drifunc an
tlt lf uno ( SG ?) wind

divide, to
freeman
three
laste, to
taste, to rn2ke
bite, to
divide, to (FREQ)

bitter
c1rt, to
not polsoned arrow-head
go and look, to
circumcise, to
circumclsed, to be
egg-shell
chop, to
huoger
hungry to be
laugh, to

l d d d l  ( <  S u .  k o z l )
loo l -
l o o J -
l o o J  l k u d -
lddko
looood-  ( (  Sur .  -koro)
lddn lk  I  ,  P  k6dn lk r ik i
ldd !  |  (var ian t  o f  kddd |  )
loo  "god-  (<  Su,  -koongo)
ldbo?e, P kribo?u
I  obc
l o b  I  s o  ( S u .  )
lod '  o l -
lodo
ld .  (var ian t  o f  kdbe)
r o t -  ( +  P 9 5 5 .  9 P 1 . 1
ld f  I  ne
lo l  k  od-
l d l o t l ,  P  k d l q t 6 t t o
I r t  lo t  I  Euunqn I
l o l l  ( S u r .  )
lo . -

l  a a d o
I r . j -
r . .  j  l k u d -
l o r k -
l  a a k o
r . . k  i  k u  d -

r . ! k c . k -

r39

work (n-)
shout, to
put, to; set, to; keep, to
put, to h
ali

milk, to
dress (black, of women)

rcast, to
baobab
accusative rrBrker (ACC)

completely
bite, o (P)

i f

alone
many
remember, to
tooth
lncisor tooth
harsh, fierce
hold, to; take, to; rna!ry, to

l d "bo  (<Su.  kqnbo) ,  P  k6^bok i  -  -uuke rope
lo.lkud- caught, to be
ldrpore, P kdnpordr I testicle
logu (<  Su.  kopu) ,  P  k r ipop6nne basket
lon-  (<  Son,  kon- )  can ,  to
I  cnonro  (  5u , )  manne!
l 6 n l J e d i ,  1 1  - t o ,  F  k d n l j e d i t t s l  O r o m o
lor. I kud- c:|n, to
lorr | &ess (kind of -?)
ld.lkodl (( Srl . koskqzl) dloughq dry season; Northem wind
r .  (var ian t  o f  k i ibe)

where?
give binh, to
born, to be
look at, to; provide, to
whither?
looke4 ro be
come nea!, tq approach, ro
look around, to (FREQ)

L

k ' o o t q d -
k ' d d u q t l ,  F  - e t t s o ,  P  - d t o
k ' o b o
k ' o d  ' o b -

k ' o d ' o t  l d -  ( (  k ' q d ' o [ b ] t  l d - )
k ' o h -
k ' o k k ' o o t o d -
k  ' d n o o n e  ( c f .  B n .  h o r . o o n i - s l )
k ' q n q p ' -
k ' d n e e t c ,  P  k ' 6 n e e t ' i t  i
k ' o t ' -
k ' o t t s  l d -
k ' o t t e  l k u d -
k ' o u e ,  P  k ' o u ,  I
k  'eer -

k ' 6 n e
k ' 6 n e  k o n -
k ' t i k ' -
k ' 6 b e  ( (  S u r ,  k o b e  ? ) ,
k ' o k ' o ,  P  k ' 6 k ' q d d I
k ' o  " g o
k  'oob-

k ' o r o ,  P  k ' 6 r e
k ' U i b o ,  P  k ' d 0 b o d d  I
k ' r i6huno

P k '  6bodd I toftoise
throat
giant
want, to
tree; Pr woods
cheek
white

k
kd- unrealised acrion selector (lRR)
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k6n!e, P k6nloddi bag (for carrying -exp. mear- on rhe head)
keppod- finish, to (tr.; at eod of a story or y)
k i- you (2SF; BOUND PR.)
k i os i  ( su r . )  mode ra t i on
kibo, P kibuddo calabash, gourd
k  i b u  u n o ,  P  k l b u u r d n i  d e n
k i e ' b o  ( <  S u r .  k l l e m b o  ) ,  P  k i e " b o b l  t u r b a n
k i i d z o ,  P  k i i d z o o r n q  o l d  m a n
k i  ldzo l6bqqn i  vi l lage elder
k  i  i no  (<  Su  .  k  i no )  he igh r
k i ir- go and come back, to
k  i  i u  i k o ,  P  k i i u i k t i k i  w l s r
k i k o d d z i  ( c f .  S u r ,  k o z i ) ,  P  k i k o d d z t i d d z i  h a w k
k i l o  ( S u r , )  e v e r y
k i+- run awat 16 (P)
k innti- your (2pF; BOUND pR.)

k i n ! o  (  <  S o  k i t u  ? j  c f .  8 r ,  E i i n d u )  r h i n g
k i n u  (  <  S t l , ) ,  P  k i n u d d e  m o r r a r
k ipu " ju, P k ipu " jr i j  j  i  place where the rnaize is seasoned
k  i no  "g t i t  i  ,  P  k i r o^go t r i t i  qu i ve r
k i n i ,  P  k i n i n d  g i r a f f e
k  i sq  (Su  .  )  t hen
k i s i i r i ,  P  k i g i i ndn i  sk i ng  o f  beads  (wo rn  a round  the  wa i s r )
k  i s  i  no  (Su r  .  ) ,  P  k  i s  i nogge  -  - odde  we l l  ( n . )
k i t  ogo dance (kind of j
k i ! o ' { o  ( < S u r .  k i t o n d o ) ,  P  k i ! o ' { r : { ( i  b e d
k i l ev i ,  P  k i l eu r i v i  pa : v ' t y t i c
ko?- wait, to (only imperarive)
ko?eed- put an end to, ro
kokkoo I i t-  f lyabour, to; hop, ro (FREe)
ko 

^doo (Su . )  sheep
k6nke  (<  c f .  Su ,  ukonge ) ,  P  kdnko  f i b re
k6nkoo lo, P kdnkoo Id I  i  leg (from knee ro foor)
k6n !  q ,  SG k6n tee te  d r y  f i sh
koo l- f ly, to
kot t  o- in, inside
ku- you (2SM; BOUND pR.)

kub 'oo  I  i d -  (<  Su r  ,  - kubo  I  i  )  ag ree ,  t o
ku I lo (Sru . ) every, afly
ku lum-  (<  So rn ,  ku ln r l )  mee r ,  r o ;  come  ac ross r  ! o
kunnd- you (2pM; BOUND pR.)

kup id- cover, to

l u : i
l u t o d -
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self; too
wrap, to

r u t t o  ( v a r i a n t  o f  k o t t o )
r , / i dzo ,  11  k t i r i dzee t  l ,  F  k i i j  i t t 30  Swah i l i
r r o n i  ( S r l  , )  w h y ?

I

l - ' o l l i d -
l  o n o  r o ,  r  K  ' o n o r o n u n ! e

l ' ' o t ' -
r - ' o t  '  i k u d -

erection, to have an
scofpron
wash, ro
wash hands, to

slash, to
fun away, lo
roll, to (intr.)

t
r - o h -

l  
-  

onok*  on  i  ku  d -

I
I ' r u  f -
I  ddgu
t , r o f -
I r r u l o t  -

| , l , , do
l , l d  l | n o  ( <  5 u .  l q z i n o )
t  r r h -
r , r k l n i  ( S u , . j  v a r j a n t  o f
t , r r r k  i ,  P  l d n k  i m o

r .  F ,  P  l 6 o d d  i
r a ' . t ! o  ( <  S u , .  l e s o ) ,  P

t  '  i n r o d -  ( <  S u .  - l i D o )
r  r r  ( <  s u .  _ r  i k i z o )

' . , i  l k u d -
, , t , r n ' e  ( 5 G  ? )
, , , , t , u ,  P  t 6 d b o b i
, r t ,  ( p e r f , ,  i r n p  f  .  )
, h r.r rn e e rn i t - hit continuouslt to (FREQ)

,l ,  i  ku d- beated, to be
'f  'o (< Som. ?),.  P lr jk 'ogddrne leg (from thigh to knee)

tired, to be
news
hide, to (intr.)

hide, to (tr.)

pick up, to
penis
necessity
finished, to be

? i l q k i n l )
bat
pull, to
settlement, village
street, patfr

l 663omo  shaw l

work, lo; clltivate, to
send away, to
bring, to
brought, to be
l ip
sheath
hit, to; beat, to



l u t t  i d -
l u t t o k u m -

t
* t i t ibu ,  SG *  6dbu ne
I titih orn e
I t i f  l ,  P  l 6 f o f 6 n n e
+oh-
+ o l o j -
* d k o n e ,  P  { 6 k o n  I
{  o k k *  -  ( ? )
lo  "godod-
.t ou, -

+ee l -
l i i n -
+ i i n i d -
{  i m p  i d -
l u u o -
+ u u n -
. l  on-

o
n  o?q
n o ? o  l u  b -
l l t o?omeen  i t -
mq?our -

ndd t  e
rnt iggo "bo ( <Sur ,  mgombo ) ,
mdgo+  e
nc i r i ko ( - t o )
n 6 d k q o n l  ( =  r n d d k o  +  n i -
rnt ikobtir  o
n r t i k ko ,  P  n r6kkonun te
l I oK  oJu
m d l o t o
m o n  i  i t -
momu Eu  ?  -

rnt inole, P mtinol i
mdn  i
nonn  i
r non t  o f i -  ( <  Bo ,  ? )
non t  oh  i d -
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knock down, to
fall, to

leaf
sweet
lung
put on ffre, to
leave oft ro; abandon, to
snarp
burn, ro (iotr.)

puzzle, to; astonish, to
love, to; like, to
smell, to
get well, to
cure, to
blow one's nose, to
sip, to
upset, to ge! angry, to get
pinch, to

warer
fain, to
drink conlinuously, to (FREQ)

drink, to
wllat

SG -66t e banana (plant)

thorn
wha12

(CEll) )  why?
when?
liver
sesame
hunting
think, to
thei. (BOUND PR.)
baby (new-born J
self
there (very far)
vomit, to
vomit, to (FREQ)

rdp  |  "gdn i  (P  ?)
. r l p u  n k o  ( <  S u .  m p u n g o )
. 0 t  ' -

a o t ' o t -
advo  (<  Su , .  moue ) ,  SG m6uee te  s tone
r , l v l " g u  ( <  S u .  r n o l r i n g u )
r o r u  ( N S u r .  ) ,  S G  n d z u t e
. a 6 k ' o  ( <  S o n .  n e e q o )
. a a !  I  ( <  5 o n ,  m e e e h  |  )
r r  " /o t  e  (  5G ?)
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suing of beads (wom around rhe wrist)
rice before husking
wake up, to
awake, to be

r l d l l u m e  ( c f ,  S u r ,  n r f o l m e ) ,  P  - ' i t n  i  k i n g
. r 0 g  l ,  P  | | |  i g g  i n e
a l l d o
. l l r i
. l l o o k ' i t -
r l  l o f -
r l l o ,  P  n i + o
. r n l ,  P  n  i d d z  i
. r ' l k i t o ,  S G  m i s i k i t d d t e
. l u  l l i n o  (  S u r . )
. 6 l o ,  P  n d l o l l e

r 1 ' , r k o  (  S U , )
r r ' l o  ( S u r . )

a t ' d k  o m e ,  F  o p 6 k o h e t t s i ,  P
r  r u i zo ,  P  nso i zoddz  i
. ! qonko r  P  m0gonk r i gg i
r , , , 1onko  ( c f  .  l lSu r .  mgongo )
{ r . , I onko  f ee? -
r . , r  ( l l S u . )

i . ,  r  r r g o  ( S u r ,  )

douds
banana (fruit)

how many, how much?
place

slowly

atm
suddendlt at once
manners, behaviouf
dream, to
stick out the tongue, to
body
house
meat (dried; SG: portion of J
farmer
mead
very
until

mp6kol| |  i  Pokomo
food stirring stick
dance
sorcerer
dance, to
town, village
stupid
biod, to

take by force, to
take by force, to (FREQ)

ankle
smile, to
heart
farm, Eb3!0ba
pull down the foreskin, to
pull down rhe foreskin, to (FREQ)

mit su nkdgg i  waterpot

i , , !  i b e ,  F  n d k i b e t t s o ,  P  n d k i b d b b l  v i d o w
i , , l  k o o n o d -
i  . I  l .  o o n o d  i d -
i , r Q f i p i l o

r , , , , r ,  P  m r j n o d d e
i  , , ' (  o ,  P  n i n ! e k o
i . t ' u f u d -
r . t ' u l u d i d -
r  . t  r u n k i  ( (  L P l t l i j .  ) ,  P



nUUno (< l lsu.  rungu )
Dz l ro  (Sur  ,  )

n
n o  ( S ! .  )
nd-
nddto ,  P  nddton l
no f66e |  (<  Sr l  ,  nq foc  |  )
no f ,66s l  po l  od-
nof-
nd fee te ,  P  nd fuc to
n o  l o
not  'o ,  P  nq t  'o

n 6 t ' e t t ! o
n l -
n l -
n l -
n  l k '  i d -
n i k '  i d o d l d -
n i D o n k q l o ,  P  - u u t o  -  - d l  I
n inko ,  P  n  lnkqgg I
no?-
no?od id -
n6no

t4

sall
all, complete

with, and
p€rfect past seleclor (PEIIF)

slster-inJaw
chance
get a drance, to
refuse, to
oog
hooey
wotnan
female
us (AFFIX PR.)
foclls marker (affix fornD(Foc)
genidve affix (GEI9
wiok at, to
wink at, to (FREQ)
leopard
clitoris
suck, to
milk, to
languaSe

nr i "gunr l 'gu  ( (  Sur ,  ngungungungu) ,  P  -uu to  worm
nusu (Su,  )  ha l f
nt6e (< NSur. rntee) rice after husking (sw' 4:cbgh )

tooro, P rddruDo
rdhe, P rdhuddo
tqn-
Io rdn t  ' s

rd, i
a l l o q r l f e
r'6 "9ono
, u k  ' -

. n u u k ' u t  -  ( l n p f . )

!:
p ' 6 ? o t c
p ' u  ? q t q  u  -
p ' u f -

baby
htppopotamus
we (BOUND INDEPENDENT PR.)
leech
we (INDEPENDENT PR.)
thtck
happiness
ruo, to
rub, to

rotlen
rotten, to 8eI
prlck, to

Dont u around
,ol o (< S! , poto) ?qntod- reach an agreement, to
,o l  o (?o)d-  (<  s rJ .  -po to) ger, ro
, . . lood-  (c f ,  l lSur ,  -pco)  sweep,  to
p l l l o o d i i n i  ( S C  ? ) ,  P  p e e l d 6 d i l d e  b r o o m
gr fu  (  l lSo . ) ,  P  p6 funq incense

D ' u t u d -
p ' u p p ' u l u d -

t
tooh-
poohot  -
gddno (<  S | , .
9 d d " d l  ( <  5 u .
90fi-
t o k ' o e d -
p o l  -  (  i n p f .  )
grl l l  o?dno

l l l  -  (  i r n p  f  . )
9o?cen-
,okc?od-  (<  5 r .  -pokeo)

,sh-
, ! ru l -

C
. d d f  l k  |  ( <  S u .  n o f l k l ) ,
roo l -
too f roo f -
roo f lo lkud-
roddo,  P  nr idderq
roedDo,  P  r6goDuuto
roho (5 r .  )
toho t  |  ' og-

r o  l d -  ( <  S u r .  - n o l )
?o  "god-  (va f lan t  o f  n l "god- )
f o t  -

r . . b -  ( (  s o D .
r l l p -
. t l ' -
r l l  o
r  t  " god -
. l p o l  |  ( S u .  <
e  r r  l d -  ( <  S o .

n e e b )

145

pterce, to
woun4 to (mEQ)

wash, to
bathe, to

-pono) wide
ponz | ), P p6d"dino grasshopper

beat, to
uncover, to
shifl, to; put aside, to
glade; shelrer, hiding-place

E n g  I  l s h )
- n l t h l )

lay open, to
consumed, to be; bumt up, to be
rec€ive, to
sting to
bum, to (inr.)

P nddf ikdko f l iend
hang, to
han& to (FREQ)

huog, to be
feather; arrow-fletching
gQve
rest
have peacq rest, to
flaner, to

walk, to
stop, to; hold tight, ro
pull, to
ahai4 to be
tail
go around, to; roar\ to
report
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Fo?- go, to

roheed- temove, to

rubqt- fish with sPear, to

n i  f o  "gq  ( va r j an t  o l  r r l po ' go )

nuh- desPair, to be in

nuk'o sickness

nuk 'dno ,  F  nuk ' r im iddze ,  P  nuk ' r l r n l  s i ck

n r i po^go  ( c f ,  l lS ru .  upongo ) ,  P  -dgg l  Danca
Fuppeen- lan4 to

rUUmote, F t r l ' jnot lddzc, P ruundt i  al l ;  deep

nuu"gu (( Su. nungu), P rr l i"gurne club, knobbed st ick

s o o  ( S u , .  )
s o o  s  l t o  ( S u r .  )
90q  uo t t e
s o o d ' -
gddne

s o o t t  i d -
s o f q n l  ( S u , . )

soho n-
eo i  i d -
so fd  l o
soko? -
sd  l oo f t q  (<  Su t  ,  so  l ono  )
s o n r p u l i  ( S t t t . )

edrok6no
sqnok6no  kqn t  i d -

sd re
s q s o  (  S u , . )
s6dbo ,  P  s66bono

s € l  l e
s e n t i  (  S u t . )

time, hout
noo0
someumes
stan4 to
name
stand uP, to make
voyage
greeq to
forget, ro
four
twist, to

g it- have a good night, to (in g[eetings)

s  i  i k  l r n o ,  P  s l  l k i n o
s i l n l  ( <  S u r .  s i n i )
s i  i  " b o  ( <  l l s t u ,  s i n b o )
g i i " d q n o  ( <  5 r l  .  s l n d o n o ) ,  P
s  i k u  [ z  ] o t e  ( S u r .  )
s l n q ,  P  e  i n o d d e
s  i n t ' q
g i n t ' o  d o n o t -

system
shyness
shy, to make

back (n,)

whetstone

money
move, to; chadge Position, to

dull
sectet
stick

-dnn i needle
alwa's
nose
ulrne
urinate, to

r l n t ' o  I  l k -
r l l o  ( <  S u .
ronko? iku  d-
aoo?-
r 6 6 ? e , 5 6  i o o ? 6 n e e t e
toobod-
r o o k o  ( (  S u .  s o k o )
t o o l -
toon -

ari-
r u f u r i o  ( S u  .  ) ,  P  s u f u n l 6 d d e
tu0no
ru r^{ ggo
. u u b  l d -  ( <  S o n .  s u u b b l )
r u u g -  ( (  S o r n ,  e u u g )
auuKeen-
a v u n o  ( <  5 u .  s u r o )
t u u n u k -

T
l ooh  I
l o o  " d o  ( v a r i a n t  o f  ! ( ' ) o o ' d ' o )
lo  "godod-  (<  Sur .  -shongozo)

l o n  l o  ( <  5 { r .  s h q n i o )
l d n u t  |  ( <  5 u ,  i h o r u t  l )
l l l ' ! o d -  ( <  5 u .  - s h l n d o )

I  l r -  ( <  G o n .  5  i n - )
I  l t  o h  i d -  ( <  S u J .  - e t q h l )

l 6 6 k o  ( <  5 u .  s h o k q ) ,  P

14'f

urinate, to
s  i t o o  <  E n g l i s h )  s t o r e

fall in lovg to
sing, to
song
make a mistakg to
malket
catch, to
give, to
copula (coP)

saucepao
in front of; before
brother
make, to
wart, to
be still, to
system

lea

astonish, to

necesslty
wir\ to; overcome, to
stay, to; exls! to
respect, to

L
|  ' o t -

t ' d l o ,  P  t  '  d f e m o
l  o r -
l ' d t ' e J  P  t ' d t ' l m q
l  d t t o ,  S G  t ' d t t o n e
l  o b -
t  ocde ,  P  t  '  dddu  ddo
r  ' t r6 te

r ' 6 6 S e n o ,  F  - l d d z e ,
r  '  l g o d -
I  l l o l e ,  P  t ' l l o l l

566kokke axe

po6on, to
poison; arow with poison (- iggj[j-Llilg?lj

bewitch, ro
ant Grnall J
hair
find, to

elbow
body hai!

soft
oath, ro
witch

t ' 6 6 d e n o

t  '  66 ten  I



t ' l l l h r ,  P  t ' l l t l i o
t ' l l o
t ' o f -
t  ' 6kkooDc

t '66?0,  P  t  '6d?emo

t  'oo f -

t ' u g g " q
t ' u p ' -
t ' [pc ,  P  t  ' r ipop  I
t ' u u b -
t ' t r 1 t o ,  P  t ' U U t c n q

!
t q o b u  (  S ! .  )
r d d j l r  t  ( <  s u ,  t o J t r t )  ( f l ,
t d d n  |  ,  S 0  t d d n  I n c
toor .  l k -
td { i to ,  P  td6 ton l
tqbddq
t o b  l o  ( 5 u  .  )
t  odq
tdhqno,  P  tdhonUFno
t oi-
td tqnc
t q o o n  l d -  ( <  5 u .  - t o n o n l )
tqnotqnod ld-
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embers
wltchcraft
pain, to; ctq to C)
cold
wildcat
collecl, to; gathe!, to
smoke
leak, to
doot
squeeze, to
waterbuck

distress
F, P) l ich

grass (SG a blade ofj
join togerher, to
elder sister
lie
cbaracter
righr, good
he€l
cross, to
how?
deJilg to; long for, to
smash to pieces, to

ton-
tor.on-
t o t t  q v o q n q d -  ( (  S u .
t e
t  en-
te  "bc
t  l p p -
t  lppcen-  (penf ,  )
t l n l d -
t o h l l n l

mix, to
tremble, to

-t ovqngo ) scatter, to

t66Uogo,  P  t6duogonunte
to  "go  (<NSu ,  tongo) ,  p  t6  "
to  "go  fq t -
t u k  l ? o d -  ( <  l l S r .  - t u k t )
t u l p l ,  P  t u o p d b b  I
t U n t u n u ,  P  t o n t u m d n B i

afffmative selecto! (AFF)
try, !o; taste, to
sword
come out, to; rise, to (subi.: sun)
come out, to
move resdessly, to
fourth day aftef today
butterfly

getiq blind
blin4 to become
hate, to
horn
fist

l ! r .uku!|-
ldunl  (< soD. tuun-  " to  throw"

td
l l ' l n o n o ? c ,  F  - i t t s c ,  P  - l

l . '  I  t -
t . '  l l  l d -

tr
t .ddko
l r l l o l l o ,  P  t ! l  l o l l u u k c
l r l n t s o
I  roob-
l a o o l o ,  P  t r 6 6 l e  -  t s 6 6 l u d d o
l r r l ' 9 u  l B  ( {  6 l r .  t l n u n g u  l q ) ,
l  aUnke,  P  ts r lnk  ino

IL
t l  ' d t i f o ,  P  t l " d , i t uddq
l l  ' q o f q j -

l l  ' o g -

l l  ' o k  '  e e d -
l l  ' o t -
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enter quickly, to
?) ,  2P t0Unqne

red
pick lice, to
pick lice, ro (FREQ)

go awayl

ho! season; hottest part of the day
hawk
vagLn
draw blood from a hemato.na, to
nail; daw

P -6l l  hare
ant (soldier J

river; lake
lct go, to
have, to
distribute, to
tire4 to get

I
l d rpo  (<  t lSq ,  !qobo) ,  P  ldnpqbb l  t rap
[drpo oo?d6nl spring pool of water

I drpo k'ot- tizlp, to
t dnu halo around the moon
l. "bo (l lsu. ) beer (local)

I  !0 r ,  P  t r io l  bush
I lrpo tobacco
l arpo only
I u I t u mat for dryln8 the meat

I

voo f  -

v d d k ' o
v d d  l  |  ( (  S r ,
vod -
vod  d  oku  d -
v o d d o t -

remoter past seleclor (PASI)
abuse, to
sky; God

uq l i ) ,  P  vdd lo l t l  r i ce  (cooked J
qrrry, to
bloughr back, to be
make ca!ry to



rJqddzud-
voll-
voh I d-
vokot  |  (Sr .  )
v o  l -
v o l l o  ( {  S ! , . 0 o l l q h l )
uo+-
udr iko ,  n  vdJ '  l k€6 to ,  F
u q t  |  ' -

u o t l ' i d -
v d t t €  ( n ,  F ,  P )
uq t t i k -c
vo t t i k ' .
v ,  i u u  ( (  5 o .  u r l v u )
u  l n t  i d -
v l n e , F u i n q d d z q , P v l n o
u l t o u l t ! d -

JL
! q o  t o
udnoobo ,  P  t odnoobuu to
ud rohq ,  P  { rd .ohuuke
oongo  (  l lSo .  )

g
gddgo

Uddgo  ?ddnq

z  l u q  ( <  S u .  D q z  l u o )

L
/q? -
l o?  i  d -
/ aoli i

/ol |od ld-
/  I  " b  i r  i k '  l t t e  ( S G  ? )
/ l " g i l l f o ,  P  / l " g l l l l q
/ l t u o -

/o? -
/66ke, P /66kokke
/66ne, P /oonu - /66nuddq
/u?u
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kneel dowo, to
seg Io
show, to
ume
play, ro
by codl
hun, to (iotr.)

u6,lk66tts I Ciriama
retum, to (intr.)
letum, to (rr.); briog back, to
other
one (D
one (M)

iealousy
look after, to
goo4 beautiful
rotate, to (tr.)

rhinoceros
hyena
spear
earth

morher (alive)
mother's sister

milk

dry, to be
puzzle, to; astonish, to
sali
ponder, to; tiink, to
gecko
star
carry the game hung to the bow, to
pick (from a tree), to
ojpple
breast
excremen[s

/u?u I  lk -
/obu bu fc ,  P / ibubufo
/u f -
/ r l fc ,  SG / r i f  l to
/0t  u
/ u t u u r -  ( ? )
/uuk-
/ | | u k l k u d -

/unt  dfe,  P /untq lc

!
A o l 6 n i
l o l d b e , ' b 6 l o b 6 n l
l q t t s i ,  P  " b q t t s d t t s l
tanc, P "banqnnc
' b l  l t o ,  P  " b i i j o j j l
t t n  t ,  P  ^ b f  n  i D c
tonq (5u  ,  abonq)
166r I

!'ddro9 i
' r l l {g l ,  P  ^dddgoggt

:IL' d r 6 d j e ,  P  " d z d d j o J j e
'dr6nc, P "dz6nonn I
'dr 66 me

:d' { d d  l o ,  P  ' { r i 6 l o  I  l e
' { o n l  (  N S u r . )
' {  lgod-  (c f .  t t su  ,  -5  i kq)
' {  lgokud-
' { 6 C  l ,  P  ^ C 6 d q d d l
'{oo ( t iSu . )'r,6 6f o

75r

defecate, to
moth
strip, to; peel, to
aot (brown J
waist
fill, ro
fill, to
tuU, to be; fiUed, to be
n[, to (FREQ)
dcada

let's go!
fish
potshe.d
glans of the penis
ha4 uCly
cow tail (symbol of manhood)
why?
fight, wat

manus
canine tooth

Fw
spleeo
honey (kind ofJ

Dag
inside
bury, to
bulied, to be
lhumb
come!
sand

'd  o?od-  (var jan t  o f  ?o" {o?od- )'rf ,.rpo (cf . t lSu,. thupo), P "drlpcno bottle
'1 , . ru9o (<  Su.  ndugu) ,  P  "dUUgu k insman
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"gooald- explain, to^gd lo, P "gri lodde wlisr
"g  l k  iner  P  ^g ik inuuto  

eyeb iow
"gomo, P "g6nodd I drum
"goour I rainbow
"g i rn ine  (5G) ,  P  nrdv i 'gu  (<  Sr l . )  c loud
"g t i r i f  u  (<Sur .  nguvu ) ,  F -un lddze,p-un l
"90r lko  (c f .  NSu,  khuku) ,  p  "g r i r i ku  cock

2
"/obo
" /eenu,  P  " /66nonn I
t o ( o

above, upon
abuse, to
accusative marker (ACC)
amrmative selector (AFF)
afraid, to be
^gefui
agtee, to
ahl (ID)

ahl (lD)

ait
dl
all, complete
allative rnarker (ALL)
alone
although
always
amen!
attlJrla\, g fite
ankle
annoyr to; bother, to
att (b!oq/o J
ant (small J
ant (soldier J

strong

forest
Python
palm fro[d

ENGLISH.DAHALO GLOSSANY

gdb bo
uoot -
kobe
1 e
n i k ' -
b ' t i  l o ?  i
k u b ' q o l l d -  ( <  S r u .  - k u b q  I  l )
? 6 ( d )
hd
jri i fut're
? t ikko  le
mz ino  (Sur  .  )
j i -
kq f -  (+  P0S5.  D ET.  )
i n g o u r a  (  S r u , )
s  l k u  [ z  ] o t e  (  S { ,  )
?on i  inq
d o b i  ( c f .  B n .  d o o b o ) ,  p  d d b i n q
mikurnp i  lo
? u j  l d -
/ r feJ  SG / ' i f  i te
t  ' d t  ' e ,  P  t  ' d t  '  i | | l o
t  sunke,  P  teunk  Inq

tr
tofocch, to
lrnt
Jnplt
trrnd
lfitw
ttrn/ with poison

t
l' lkc
tt
}|c
1, r , ,
llnlrh, to

||.'llsh, to

Flc, ro be

;

bbv
lrhv
bt (n.)
lrl usly
fr
br

hun
l||.na (fruit)
bnrnz (plant)
b'b;rb
Lrlct
L l
bthc, to
h, t. '; l)ccome, to
b .I l l , to
h u ticd, to
ll.rrl
l r . t .  t { )

la.k. (1,  to be

lr . ( , ' r  c  jealous,  to

l . .  r |

on the head
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?rit obo
?o " {o?od-  (<  l lSu .  n -doo)
n l g g i ,  P  n l g g l n B
hdbe,  P  hr ibuddq
pon l  u
h o o d ' o ,  P  h d d d ' o

i o o d ' o  t ' i i S o ? i
kddko
? qnnq
r t  t u u
? o m p o  I  l o
b ' u d d q d -  ( <  N s ' r .  - u 5 o  ? )
j o b l  ( c f .  S o .  q J o b u )  k o n t l d -
5o  "godod-  (<  Sut ,  -shongozo)

not  o t -
g66ko ( {  su .  shokq) ,  P  566kqkke

h i b e , P h l b e - h i b e n o
n o n q t  c ,  r  D q n o t  I

J|ooro, P ,66tu mo
gdne
" b l  l t e ,  P  " b i i  j o j  j i

f u k o  ( S u ,  )
" C 6 r i  l o ,  P  " ( d d  l o  I  l e

9'l6rq, 11 giireeto, F g'j0!eett.ri
n rqz  u  ( f lS ' r .  ) ,  5G ndzute
nrdggo"bo (<Su,  n rgombo) ,  SG -dd te

ktibo?e, P ktibo?u
kopu (<  SrJ .  kapu) ,  P  kdpop6nne
l o n k l ,  P  l 6 n k l n o
poohqt -
?eek-  ( lPr  ?eekorn- )
suukeen-
d ' u ?  i k o k u d -
g d t  ' o ,  P  g d t ' o t t ' i
poh-
. l u b  l k u d -
?  i n d d f o  f  q l -

k l ! o " ! o  ( < 5 u ,  k i t o n d o ) ,  P  k i ! o " d d d d  i
d ' t  i n e ,  P  d ' t l o u d d o

h (f(,r carrying -exp. mear - on the head k€nt  o ,  P  k6n!  odd i



beer (local)

t€fore; (+ cEI9 old
begn, ro
behiod
behind Q)
believe, to
belly
bend, to (tr.)

bend down, to

bewitch, to
bind, to
bird
bite, to
bite, ro (P)

bitter
black
blind
blind, to become
blow, to
blow, to (subj.: man)
blow one's [ose, to
Doast, ro
body

Boni
born, to be
bottle

bow-st.ing
bowels
boy
brain
blanch
break, to
breast
breathe, to
bring, to
bling, to; sen4 to
broken, to be
broom
brothe(

I A

! e "bo (tlSu . )
b ' d r o
?o"dod-  (<  l iS ru ,  -ondo)
doboro  (<  Son.  ? )
d 6 6 n  i n t o
?oon in  id  -  (<  Sru  .  -o rn  in  i  )
b ' t i g o n o ,  P  b ' d g o m u d d o
I  O n K  r d -

gonrn-  (c f .  Bn .  Inornmo)
lonk*  l kud-
t ' q r -
n u k k ' u r -
n  I d d  i b e ,  P  h i d d i b o
k ' o h -
k o d ' o f -
k  ' d r o o n e  ( c f .  B r ' .  h o n o o n i - g i )
h  f n D o t e
t o " g o  ( < N S u J . t o n g o ) ,  P  t 6 " g e m c
t o  ̂ g o  f o l -
j u u  f -
huu fud-
I  I n p i d -
b ' o n e e d -
n i + o ,  P  n i + o
t  '661e

? 6 9 o { o ,  l ' l  ? 6 9 o { d 6 t e ,  F  ? 6 9 0 d d d t t s i
k e e J  i k u d -
" { r , lpo  (c f .  t lS0 ,  thupo) ,  P  " { r ipemo
I t i t i l o ,  P  l 6 r i l u u k o  -  l r i 6 l o l i
htit iso, P hddeoono
d0 ino ,  P  d t l inon  i
h ' 6 6 F a  c n  h  

" < , . - - . r  
-

b ' o n k o  ( <  N S u , ,  b o n g o ) ,  P  b ' 6 n k o g c i d r n e
? u n t ' o ,  P  ? L l n t  ' o d d  i
d ' u k ' u d -
/66ne, P /oonu - /66nudda
f u n t ' -
l o l -

d ' u k ' -
p 6 d  l o o d  I  i n  i  ( S G  ? )  ,  P  p e e  l d d d  I  l d e
su rtiggo

r. , . 'Bht back, ro be
l. , i lglr t ,  to t€
l . , t l r l ( )

l . ,r ' r ,  k) ( intr.)

t ."",  () ( iotr.)

1.,"r. l() (intr.)

hr , t() (intr.)

lr"'l, to (subi.: fire)
1., 'n. to (!r .)

t i ,r  t l ' r l ly

, r tr lr .rsh (big)
. . l r l r .rsh, gourd

.. 'grrs; malleolus

| , t l r t ,  ( o  D e

. , t
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?t inogo,  P  ?dnogon I
uqd dok  u  d -
l o f  i k u d -
b ' e e l o ,  P  b ' € 6 l o n r u n t e  -  b ' d 6 l o j j u
?eevou-
'Q igokud-
g u b  l t -
pu  ru  l -
I  okk*  -  (? )
b ' o u o ? -
ju feen-
g u b -  ( <  S o r n .  g u b  ? )
' {  igod-  (c f .  t lS ru  .  -5  i ko)

!  r ine ,  P  !UDl
guooe
? i l o k i n i  (  (  5 t 0 . )
t66gogo,  P  t66Uogomunte
d ' i  i b e ,  P  d '  l l b u u t o
? t -
q q l l o  ( <  S u , .  u q l l o h i )

b ' d d r e ,
k i b o ,  P
f i j -
kon -  (<

koF  i  ku  d -
^dddg 

i  ,
g  i r npo ,  P
uod  -

P  b ' d 6 n e m o
k  i b u d d o

Sorn .  kon- )

P "d66gogg i
g inpo|t|o

.  . ,rr '  ;r  chi ld on rhe back, ro b'oob-

',r' l child oo the back, to (FREQ) b ' qob i t -

. ,rr  lhc game hungto the bow, to / i tuuj-
3 0 0 t -
k o m  i k u d -
h t i  " 9 *  ono  "g *  dno ,  P  h6 "g -o ro "g - r i r uu to

n o f 6 6 g  i  ( <  S u r .  n o f o s i )

t o b  i o  ( S u . )

h o r o n  i d -  (  i r n p f .  )
h o r o n -  ( p e n f ,  )
k ' 0 0 b 0 ,  P  k '  ( L i b o d d  i

b ' r i r i bo ,  P  b  '  i ' . i bodd  i



chew, to
chew, to
cnew, to
chew continuouslt to (FREQ)

child
chi'l
chop, to
cicada
cilcumcise, to
circumcised, to be
clap hands in time, to (FREQ)

clap hands, to
climb, to
clitoris
doud
club, knobbed stick
co-wife
cock
cold
collect, to; gather, to
comb
comb o.s., to
come neal, tO; approach, to
come on!
come out, lo
come out, to; !ise, to (subj.r sun)
come!
come, to
completely
consume4 to be; burnt up,
convince, to
cook, to
copula (CoP)
cough, to
covet, to

cow tail (syrnbol of manhood)
crack down, to (FREQ)

craftsman
ct zy
cross, lo
c r y to

l )o

h u n t  |  ' -

f u n f -
g * o t ' -
h u n t  |  ' o m e e n  l t -
g *  f t t s o ,  P  g *  l t t s o
gdk  '  one,  P  g i i k 'onUUto
k ' e e F -
/ u  n t d f e ,  P  / u n t o f e
k ' o t t s i d -
k ' q t t e  i k u  d -
ddbo pqhod-
ddbo poh-
?  lddzob-
n  i n k o ,  P  n  i n k o g g  i

g u m r n e  t s u r ,  F  | | | o 9 |  g u
r u u " g u  ( <  S u r .  n u n g u ) ,  P
? d r o t t s o
"gr i r i ko  (c f  .  NSru ,  khuku) ,
t  ' iSkkoone

t  ' o o i -

f i l i m e ,  P  f i l i n r i m n l
f  i  I  i k u d -
keer -
h 6 l o  ( <  S u  .  )
t  ippeern-  (per f  ,  )
t t p p -
" !  oo  (  NSur .  )
h  q f -

(< Slr .  | | |ouJ ingu )
rr ir i  "gurne

r  guuKu

kqb  i so  (5u ,  ,  )
to be po?eem-

joo r  i  d -
d , o k _  ( p e r . f  .  )
9U-
fo fo?  i d
k u p i d -
j ddgo ,  P  j i i ' i 9u

" b l n i ,  P  
^ b i n i m e

fo  f  f oq l -
f u " d i  ( <  S u .  f u n d i ) ,  P  f i " d i n e
b ' o o d o m i i n i  ( <  b ' q q d u  +  m i i n i  ? )
f o n -

, rrt. to (FREQ.)

u
I trrko

l).rhxlo

rlrncc (kind of women' J
,Lncc (kind ofJ
,Lrxc, to

,lry alter tomotow
,l.y l)cfore yesterday

rhrl
,lclc(ate, to

.lrltrt on dawn, tcl
,ht'r(, to; go out, to
,l.rr(r, to; long for, to
,L \ t)xir,  to be in

, l , |{  l ()

i l ' r | | i l )ute, to
,l, I r( l(., to
,l'\rl(., to (FREQ)

,1. .X

I ,r  palm

+ l l n i d -
k ' o n o p ' -
h o o b -  ( i m p f . )
hoh hqob-

d d d k o , l l  - t o ,  F  - t t 3 i ,  P  d d 6 k o t o r i
d ' o h r i 6 l o ,  n  - t o ,  F  - t t e l

nigonko , P n'igqnk699 i
h d d t i
k  i t o g o
mrigonko fee?-
b ' t i r i t  |  ( c f .  0 r ,  b o n i  i )
h i  i m o n e s r i [ ? ] u
o omrno 3u tl||llo
dzdr i?onrq ,  F  dzdd?onr i t t se ,  P  -

d ' u u k o  ( c f .  B r ,  d u u k o ) ,  P  d ' n n k o k i
/ u ? u  I  l k -
k  i b u u  n o ,  P  k i b u u n d r i
b ' o r i J -  ( c f .  0 r .  b o n i i )
d  i k -
t o m o n  l d -  ( <  S u .  - t o r n o n i )

ruh-
f o o i -  (  i n p f .  )
dzoo?-
f q o t  ' -

f  i t  i n o  ( s u r  .  )
t  o o b u  (  S u . )
t l  ' o k ' e e d -

k ' o o t  o d -
k  '  okk  '  oo t  qd-
?ug-
f o l -
nd lee t  e  r  P  nd fee to
t ' r p e ,  P  t ' U p o p i
? d u o k ' e ,  P  ? d u o k ' o

'tr$ ltood from a hefivltofiu, to tsoob-
. t , . . l | t l ,  r o  m i l o o k ' l t -
r , ,  \ \  b ' d g g o ,  P  b ' d g g  i
r , ,  ' \  ( b l ack ,  o f  women)  k r i dn i k l ,  P  kd6n i k r i k l
' . ,  . \  (  kind of -?) korr i
. ,  r \  { ) . s . ,  t o  b ' t i g g o  d ' u h -
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drink contiouously, to (FREe) lo?otr€el I t_
drink, to' ! o?ou -
dloughq dry seasory Nonhem wind kdslkodl (< S|,, kqskoz l)
9 " i .  

' gono,  p  ^g6nodd 
i

o rY t i sh  k6n!o ,  S0 kdntee te
dry, to (obi.: meaD b,oioo-
dry, to be lo? -
d u l l  r f  l k  I n o ,  p  : l i k l r o
d u m b  b , u b , r ! l  ( (  S u .  b u b u ) ,  p  b , r i b , u l m o
Clust b'unu ne

F

ear
earth
eat, to
eat continuously, to (pREe)
eaten, to be
es8
egg-shell
eh! (ID)
elbow
elder brother
elde. sister
elephant
elephanr (female)
emDels
empry, ro
enter quicklt to
eoter, to
enter, to (p)
eredior\ to have an
evenrng
every
every,4^y
excrements
o(plair\ to
exdnguisb, to (obj.: fire)
eye
eyebrow
eyelash

F

fall, !o

?6goddzo t P ?iigoddz I
urongo ( l lSrl. )
lqg-
foonee0 l t -
iog  ikud-
tdgoh i ,  P  tog6h i
k ' o u e ,  P  k  ' q u ,  I
tee
t ' e e d e ,  P  t ' 6 6 d u d d o  -  t , 6 6 d e n o
? d d j i ,  P  ? d d J o j j i  -  ? d d j t n i
tdd to ,  P  tdd ton  i
dok6dml ,  P  d6koonc i rn  I
d t innobe (c f .  Bon. ,  0nno donnqboo)
t ' i l i h e ,  P  t '  i i o
f  In?eed-
t urq ku I|-
? o t  ' -

b ' u ? u d -
k * ' o l l l d -
heddo
k l l o - ( S 0 . )
k u I l o  ( S u r , )
/  u7u
"9oos  ld -  ,

Ju  feed-
? l l o ,  P  ? l l t o
" g  f k  I n e ,  P  " g l k l n u u t o
? l r . i f  o ,  P  ? l r l f o n r u n t e  -  ? i t , i  f d f  I

l u t t o k u D -
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l l  |n love, to lonko?lkud-
lnlly; group Joroo (So. )
l, h66n I
l 'm, shamba nuntE, P ounlBko
I t rmcr  nku  |  |  Ino  (  Sru .  )
L. oil ?d+ |
I t h c r  b ' d d b ' q ,  P  b ' 6 d b ' q n  I
Ithccs sister ?dnno, P ?6nnonl
Ithcr' lnlaw ?6n0, P ?6nono
hthcr; arrow-fletching roddor P rdddono
lc l ,  to  food ld -  (<  fo [gJd ld - )
lmr lc  n6 t ' c t t3o
loccd open p lace  b '66nrq  ( (  So.  bonq) ,  P  b 'd6nonn i
trrh, ro ? ld lb-
f lb rc  k6nkc  ( (  c f ,  s rn .  ukongc) ,  P  kdnko
lht, war 'b66r. I
I  r  ho le ,  to  b 'uuku l -
l l l . to /uuk-
l l .  to  /u tu r l -  (  ? ) '
lI, to (FREQ) lul luuk-
iod, ro t 'eb-

flngcr lqo'do ( <NSu. chondo), P Edri"duddo - E66'duko
id rh ,  to  ( in t r . )  ? lsokud-  (<  Bo j ,  - l so)
t ln t rh ,  to  ( t r . )  ? lsod-  (<  BqJ ,  - leq)
ll.llfi, to (u.; at end of a story only) kappqd-
llnFhcd, to be
tUc
lll. $tick
ftrh
tl.h (sp. ofj
n.h with spea., to
tl.l
llvc
tl.tlcr, to
ny. t()

l NXl stiffing stick

lol i-
?669o
f d d ' o k ' e ,  P  f 6 d ' o k ' 6 k '  i
"bo  l t ibe ,  "b r i  lobCn I
j d r  l b u
nu bq t  -

t U n t u n u ,  P  t i n t u . d D ! i
d d u o t t e
r o  l d -  ( (  S ! , .  - P o l )
k o o  l -

h u t ' -
fog  o
n lUUzo,  P  rs0dzqddz i

I ObO

ay rlxNt, to; hop, to (FREQ) kokkoo I it-
l x rrs marker (FOC) a t n l

l rrrs marker (affix form) (FOC) nl-



folget, to
four
fourth day after today
freerltan
friend
friend
frog
tull, ro bq filled, to be

a
gecko
genitive aftx (GEN)
gel to
get a dtance, to
get marde4 to (subi.: wo(un)
get well, to
grant
giraffe
Ciriama
gid (young wolrlao not rnar.ted)
give btlth to a baby, to
gve bhh, to
gve, to
grvq b
glade; shelter, hiding-place
glans of the penis
go, to
go and come back, to
go aod look, to
go around, to; roar[ to
go ^wayl
go down to (FREe)
go down, to
go home, to
go horne, to (p)

8o on!

1&

roh I d-
eo fd  lo
t o h l l n l
k ' d d u q t  l ,  F  - e t t s o ,  p  - d t q
n d d f l k i  ( (  S r ,  r o f l k i ) ,  p  n d d f l k d k o
J d d l e e i  ( < S o n .  j o o l t c  ? ) , p  j d t i l c s 6 n i
hdnoner  P  h6nondt l to
/u  uk  lku  d-

/ f  " b l n l k ' t t t c  ( S G  ? )
n t -
po t  q (?o)d-  (<  Sr l ,  -po tq)
nq fdds  I  po t  qd-
hoovookud-
+ l l n -
k ' o ' g o
k l r l ,  P  k t r l 0 o
u t i l i ko ,  l l  vdr ik€6 to ,  F  vdr lk66 t ts l
d C d  l o ,  P  d d €  t e
g*  f t t so  po tod-
kocJ-
900n-
hec?-
pdll o?rino
"b6ne, P "b6nonne
no?-
k l l n -
k ' q t ' -
n | "god-
t r l ! r . l  ( <  S o n r .  t u u r . -  ? ) , 2 p  t U d n o n a
d '  l d d  '  i f e e r -
d '  I  fesn-
g o o  I  l j -  ( <  0 n .  g o t o )
g o g g o q  I  i j -  ( <  0 n .  g o l o )
h t igc  (<  5 r .  hqgo)

go or.tt io a hurry to
goat
goo4 b€autiful
grandmother
grass (SG: a blade ofJ
grasshopper

d ' q o f -
hCdr  l ,  P  hCdnqr re
v i n c , F u t n o d d z q , p v i n o
?cidbo, P ?ddbon i
t d d n I ,  S G  t d d o l n e
pt id "d l  (<  Su.  ponz l ) ,  p  pd6"d i ro

lnve
lrcco
lrccr, to
Jccr, ro
llnd, to
Itr)w, to

h.vc peacg resg to
hrve sexual intercourse, to
hrwk
hrwk
hc (REDUCED INDEPENDENT PR.) ?'J-
he (INDEPENDENT PR.) ?'jdu
lrcad
hcar, to
trcart
hr-l!y
hccl
hcight
hcr (BOUI\D PR,)
ncrc
hcrc
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nogdoo,  P  ndgoouuto
?dnoko
?timqn I sool-
3oh qn-

n k , -
g u r u n u o -

rqho t  |  ' og-

h u k ' -
k i k o d d z i  ( c f ,  S u ,  k o z i ) ,  P  k l k o d d z d d d z i
t s f  l o l  l o ,  P  t s f  l o l l u u k e

l q n  l ,  P  l d n u u t o
? e 6 t  l t -
nuno,  P  odnodde
h  l d ' q q d e
tdhono,  P  tdhoPdr . rq
k f f n o  ( <  5 o .  k i a o )
d t -
? r lk *o t to
?ddnq

u
hrbitual actioo selector (HAB) j l-

t ' d t t o ,  S G  t ' 6 t t o n c
nusu (S t l r .  )
!  dnu
ddbo,  P  ddbobbe
k l c " b q  ( <  S 0 .  k i l e n b q  ) ,  P  k f e " b q b l
roo l -
noofnoqf-
,n6 "goro
f u r c h l  ( <  S o .  - f u n q h l )  k o k u d -
b ' d h o o o ,  F  - l d d z o ,  P  b ' d h o r l
b ' d h o
b ' l d l l  ( S r u . )

t s o " g u l e  ( <  6 l r .  t l h u n g u l o ) ,  P  - 6 l l
k o l l ( S u r . )
b ' u u n o d -  ( (  S u .  - u u n o )
t u k l ? q d -  ( <  1 i 9 c .  - t u k i )
t l  ' 0 9 -

hrve a good night, to ( in greettngs) cdloonq (< Su. solq|| |q) glt-

h| lr
hdf
htlo around dre m@n
hmd; paw

hrndkerchtef
hrng, to
hrng, to (FREQ)

hrppiness
hrppy, to be
hr.d
h.rd (adv.)

hrrd (adv.)

hrrc
hr.sh, fierce
hr est, to
hrtc, to
hrvc, !o



htde, to (tntr.)
htde, to (tr.)
hide, to (tr.)
hlm (BolJND PR.)
hippopotamus
hit continuously, to (FREQ)
hiq !o; beat, to
hoe
hol4 to; take, to; (tBrry, to
hole
honey
honey (kind ofJ
horn
hot season; honest part of the day trddko
house
housefly
how?
how many, how muclrr
hung, to be
hunger
hungry, to be
hung to
hDntet
hunting
hun, b (int!.)
hyena

I
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l o q f -
suunuk-
loo fo t -
d u -
Jtdhc, P r6hu ddq
l u b o m c a n  l t -
l u b -  ( p e n f , ,  l r n p f  .  )
E ' 6 a p e  ( <  S e .  J e o b c ) ,  P
ko l -
b ' 6 6 k u ,  P  b  ' 6 6 k o k k  I
n q t q

"dz d dne
t u n p l ,  P  t u r n p d b b l

r l n l ,  P  n l d d z l
f  fn to ,  SG f in tonc
td fqDc
t l6ak  'o  (<  Son.  necqo)
nqo l lo lkud-
k ' 6 n e
k ' C n c  k o n -
g u b o o l  l d -
g d b o o l o o l e ,  P  g d b o o  l o o  |  |
n d  l q t o
vql -
u ,dnoobo,  P  u ,dnoqbuuto

?dt, I
kqd  o
9U nmo
do-
ko t  to -
p c f u ( l l S r . ) , P p C f u n o
kd lo t  I  suuoo l  I
n  l e  l d -  ( <  S u .  - n l t h l )
" { o n l  (  N S u , )

f u o o  ( 5 u .  )
"dz6d jo ,  P  "dz66 js  J  le
v f l v u  ( <  5 o .  r l v u )

E 'd rpobb I

I (REDUCBD INDEPENDENT pR.) ?qn-
I (IM)EPENDENT PR.)
II

in front of; before
in, at (IOC)

ln, inside
inceose
incisor tooth
inherit, to
lnside

I
javelin

iaw
iealousy

Falousy
lrln together, to

I
lccp walking, to
llll, ro
Irll, to
hll, to (plural object)
ItnS
lln!man
lncc
lnccl down, to
lnlfe
lnock down, to
IrDw, to
loow, to

t
bnd, to
lrguaBe
Lt8c, big; g.own-up person
bu8h, to
w
Ly open, to
lc|f
Lrk, to
brk, to
livc off, to; abandori, to
Lrvc, tq let gq to
h.ch
lcft (hand)

lct, foot
Lt (from knee to foot)
Lt (from thigh to knee)
Lr,pard
h go, to
Lt'r go!
l|r k, to
|x k, ro make

t,rhr (adi.)

I ' thtning
n . I l
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? Inddfo  (<  Su ,  )
t q o n i k -

d '  ok ' -
dzcc? cd-
dzooTod-
b ' q h -
0 f d l l u o e  ( c f ,  S u .  r f o l r e ) ,  P  - 6 r l
" {uugo (<  S l  .  ndugu) ,  P  ' (009u

9 l l l l ,  P  s i l l l b o
vqd dzu d-
ld  I  l te ,  P  l t i  I  l t  r lnu
l u t t l d -
hubot -  (<  SoD.  hubso ?)
? a l e J -

nu  pp  een-
n6nq (5uFF,  )
goqno,  P  gddno
k '  k ' -
5qn fo  (<  So .  shon lo )
p l l -  (  l m p f .  )
lddbu,  56  ld r ibuno
b ' u g o d -  ( <  N S u , ;  c f ,  B n .  v u g o )
t ' u p ' -
l o l o j -
?okk- -

Jlqr6nt ',e

ddbo 5o to  (<  Sur ,  -sho to)
dqkd lo  ,  P  dokdfoddo
k6nkoo lo ,  P  k6nkoo ld  |  |
I t l k ' o  ( <  S o n .  ? ) ,  P  l 0 k ' o g r i r i n e
n l n o n k o l o ,  P  - u u t q  -  - d l i

t l  ' qq fq j -

"bo j6n  i
) O  , r -

l o  " /od  ld -
t  obddo
f66 foone
b '  f  n l k '  i n n o
b ' d ? t ,  P  b ' d ? t n o



lip
llt ffre, to
liEle; few; a bit of
live together, to (P)
liver
los
look at, to; provtde, to
look after, to
look after, ro
look aroun4 to (FREe)
look ltke, tq resemble, to
looke4 !o be
lo6t, to get
louse
love, toj like, to
luog

M
rnade, to be
roaize
rnaize b€etle
rn ke, to
make a fidstake, to
make carry to
nrake eoter, to
tnan
rnaq hurnan being
mannef
manners, behaviour
manuE
rnany
market
$'a't'izge
rrurry, to (subj.: run)
flusnlrbate, to
mat
tllal

rnat for drying the meat
rnay I come io ?
me (BOUND PR.)
mead
tneat (drie4 Sc: ponion ofj
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l6konre  (50  ?)
b ' o k k -
?ddr ln inno ,  P  ?ddt ro ruu to
Jecrn-
odkko,  P  rdkkoount r
9669o (<  Sr .  gogo)
kcek-
v l n t l d -
?eGkod id -
kekkeek-
h u t  ' u u t -

keek  lkud-
f o J -
? l t t q , 5 6  ?  f t t o n e
+ q { -
+ d f l ,  P  t d f q f 6 n n c

fo  I  l kud-
b ' u n u  ( c f ,  t l S q ,  ( D ) b u n u )
?0mu "gu  (c f .8n ,  mun jo) ,S0 ?0ou "gunc
s u u b l d -  ( <  S o r .  s u u b b i )
soobod-
uod do t  -
? o t ' o d -
hddJo,  P  nd l  I
b '  I  nodornu (Su .  )
konqno (  Su.  )
r i i n l
^ddnog i
ktil I nre
sooko ( (  Sr r .  soko)
hoovo (<  l lSu ,  )
hoovood-  (<  l iS tu .  -o (u  )q )
d l  ogg-  ld -
J  

' t i d  ̂ b  |  ( c f . b n .  l J q n b i ) , P  J ' d t i " b o b b l
f00  "bq  (<  Sr r ,  funbo) ,  P  f ' j r l  "bobb I
l u t ! u
h o o d  |  ( S u ,  )
? t -
n 6 l q ,  P  ! 6 l o  l  l e
D  l s  l k  t t o ,  S G  D  f s  l k l t 6 6 t e

ro)

mcat-eating place (of hunters in the bush) ? I g I no
m.et, to; @me ac.o6s, to ku|uo- (< Son, ku|I|)
mcnuon, to
mcntion, to (FREQ)

mllk
,nilk, ro
.nllk, to
rUx, to
modeladon
mooey
monkey
mooo; month
morning
morning
morning slar
moatat
moth
mother (after death)
mother (alive)

mothe!'s brothe!
molher's sister
mother-in-law
mouth
move nouse, to
nDve resdessly, to
nx)ve, to; change position, to
mud
my (F)

nry (M)

u
neil; daw
name
|uvcl
ncat
nccesslty
||cccssity
nccK
rccdle
n(.Bative selector (NEG)

ncighbout

ioov-
Itohhoov lt-
z  f e o  ( <  S u .  n o z l u o )
kqqrod-  (<  Sc .  -korno)
no?od ld -
t  q n -

k l o s i  ( S ' r  .  )
s c n t l  (  S r ! . )
9 6 l o b e ,  P  9 6 l o b o
hdge
d I  lnonq (<  0 r ' .  )
b ' u n o
fd  lo fe
k l n u ( ( S u . ) , P k i n u d d e
/ r lbubu le ,  P  / r lbubu lq
J d d j o
gddgo
?ddno, P ?dtirnon I
gddgo ?d6ro
?6nuroso,  P  ?6nunos€n I
?d fo ,  P  ?d luddo
b ' q  l o k -
t  l r  l d -
geneel||-
d ' 6 d ' o ? q  ( c f .  B n .  t o t o p c  ? )
?  l t t 3 q
? t t t e i

t s o o l o ,  P  t s 6 6 l .  -  t s 6 6 l u d d o
sddn e
j r i k o  ( c f .  B n ,  d l d h u k u )
h d d t '  i
gdnut  |  (<  S tn .  shonut  l )
l d d  I n o  ( <  S u r .  l o z l n o )
d 'dd feor .o ,  P  d '  6d foor r jddo
s l l " d o n o  ( <  S u .  s l n d q n o ) ,  P  - d n n i
b ' q -

J '  l  l r o n l  ( < S u ,  J l r o n l ) , P  j ' l l n o n d n l
n p  l o  ( S r .  )



news
night
nipple
nock, notch of arlow
noon
nose
nostril
not poisoned affow-head
not polsoned big a(ow-head

now
now
nowadays C)

oath, to
old (of persons)
old rban
old, to become
one G)
one (M)

ody
ody
o r
Oromo
other
outside
outside

pain, ro; c1rt" to Q) t 'of-

palm frood "/ 6?o
DjDg3 n lpo"go (c f .  t lSur ,  upongo) ,  P  -c igg i
pant, to hog id-
para ly t i c  k l leu i ,  P  k i levdu i
particle-cornplex ioitial marker (0) ?q- '

pass, to
puuis, [o nrar<e

pedect past selector (PERF) nd-

-too

l ddgu
h l  l m o
l66ke, P /66kokke
?oone,  P  ?oondn I
s o o  E  l t q  ( S u  .  )
s i n o ,  P  s l n o d d e
b ' 6 6 h  I
k ' d r e e t e ,  P  k ' i i n e e t d t  i
b ' r i r i d ' o o n  |  ,  P  b ' d 6 d ' o o n ' i n n l
s d l  l e
s o e o  (  5 u , , )
? r ik *o t t  i
?u  k -  qddze

t '  i g o d -
g r l n u n e ,  F  g i n u n i d d z 6 ,  P  g i n u m i
k i i d z o ,  P  k i i d z o o r n o
Joqr -
vo t t6k*e
vot t r i k *e

! ' irpo
h o I E '  o
q u  ( 5 u , .  )
k d n l j e d l ,  - t o ,  F  k 6 n l j e d l t t e l
u d t t e  (  f l ,  F ,  P )
? o ' ! e  ( c f .  E n .  " d e )
gdn Inq

d ' i n -
d ' i n i d -
l q d d o

person; pl.: people
pesue
pick (from a tree), to

g0ho ,  P  gu io
d ' t i i o n  i t  e ,  P  d ' 6 h o n i t d t i
r o ( -

plnch, to l- oi-
place rnd6U i (< Sonr. neesh | )
place where the rnaize is seasoned kipunju, P kfpunJdij l
play, to
Por$on, to
poisoo; arrow with poison (- bssd ji-L: jilsli) t'dfo, P t'6feno
I 'okomo np6kome,  F  np6konet ts i ,  P  tnp6kon i

plck lice, to
plck lice, to (FREQ)
pick up, to
plcce of cloth
picrce, to

ponder, to; think, to
porcupme
po t
potsherd
pound, to
pounded, to be
p.ay, to
prcgnant
prcgnant, to rnake
prick, to
pubic hair
pull down the foreskin, to

pul l ,  to
pull, to
push, to

l)ut an end, to

l)ut down, into, to

Inrt io, to

l)ut into, to; plant, to
put on fire, to

l)ut together, to; collect, to

l)ut, to; setJ to; keep' to

l)ut, to be
puzzle, to; astonish, to

l)uzzle, to; astonish, to

l)ylhoo

'tuickly, fast

t 3 '  i f -
t s '  i l  l d -
l oou , -
g66nq ,  P  g66Por  i
p ' u f u d -

r rq  l -
t  ' o l -

pull down the foieskin, to (FREQ) nut 'ulud ld-

/ qhqd  l d -
j oFo ,  P  j  6Feno
d ' o u ,  P  d ' 6 u  j e

" b o t t s i ,  P  " b o t t s d t t e i
d ' o h -
d ' o h  l k u d -
?o  "bo  l e?od -  (<  5u ,  .  - ombo)

b ' d g o D o o D  i t t e e
b ' d g o n o  k o n t  l d -
p ' u f -
g  i noo  "do ,  SG g  l noo  

^ddne

n u t ' u l u d -

t o 9 -
r i i p -
t  i ? -
ko?eed-
d ' o l -
to l -
b ' u ? -
+oh-
d ' o n -  ( <  S o m .  d q r -  ? )
k o o j -
k o o  j  i k u d -
/o?  id -
to  "godod-
" /ddnu,  P  " /d6nonn I

g i n i g i n i



quiver

B
larn, Io
!"alrlbon/
reacn an agreement, to
receive, to
lecogorze, lo
red
refuse, to
r€maftl to
remember, to
retrroter past selector (PAST)
remove, Io
remove, to
remove, to
report
respecr, to
rest
rest, to
retulr\ to (intr.)
rcnrm, to (tr.) bring back, to
rhinoceros
rice (cooked J
rice after husking (sw. mchele )
rice before husktng
rich
rlght OanO
rtght, good
ripe
dveq lake
toasl, lo

ro[, to (intr.)
toom
rope
rotate, to (tr)
lonen
lotten, to get
rub, to
rub, to
rub, to
nrn away, Io

r@

klno 'gd t  l ,  P  k lno"got6 t  I

no?o lub-
"gooru I
p q t q  ( <  S u .  p o t o )  ? o " d q d -
poke?od-  (<  Sur ,  -pokco)
b 'o r . -  (<  Sor .  bon-  ? )
t ! ' t n q r q ? e ,  F  - l t t e e ,  P  - l
nol-
b ' q k  l ? o d -  ( <  S r .  - b q k l )

kokkod-
vq-
f  l l n -  ( i n p f . )
noheed-
gu o-
n l p o !  |  ( 5 w ,  {  E n g l  l c h )
g  l t  q h  l d -  ( <  5 u .  - c t q h l )
n o h o  ( S u .  )
f o o k ' -
u o t l ' -
vq t  |  '  i d -
t q o  t o
v d d  |  |  ( <  S r .  v o  I  l ) ,  P  v d 6 l q l  |  |
n tds  ( (  l l s r ! .  . tee)
ndpunko (<  5u .  n rpungo)
t d d J l l ^ l  ( (  s u .  t o j l n l )  ( l ' 1 ,  F ,
d 6 b q  l u o
t o d o
h d n o o d ' e
t l  ' t i c i lo ,  P  t l ' r i r i fuddq
koo "god-  (<  Sur ,  -koongo)

k 'qnok-on lkud-
! r l0  "bq  (<Sr .  chuobo) ,  P  -obb l

kd"bo (<5u,  korbo) ,  P  kd"bok l
v  l t  o v  i t  e d -  . .
p ' 6 ? o t e
p ' u ? o t u u r -
r u u k ' u t -  ( l r n p f  , )
fu  !  od-  (<  S l l | ,  - fq tq )

J l u k ' -
x  o l -

- zu "be
--u uke

run away, to (P)

rush, to (subi.: aoitruls)

s

sack
saliva
salt
sand
saoye (coll.; lir: the Litde Pcopl€)
satiated, to be
laucepatr
3aw, to
say, to
scar
scare4 to be
rcattef, to
scatct to
scoapion
scratch, to
scratch, to
scfeam, to
secret
sce, to
$clf
self; too
scnd away, to
sesame
sct, to ($.rbj.: sun, night)
scttlement, village
scw, ro
shadow (of a marD
shadow (of an objecD
sharp
shavq to (idtr.)

shave, to (tr.)

shav\al
she (REDUCED INDEPENDENT PR.) ? | -

she (INDEPENDENT PR.)
sheath
sheep
shift, to; put asidq to
shine, to (subi,: sun)

r@

k  t+ -
b 'u { !u ved-

g u n  l o  (  S ' r .  ) ,  P  g O n  l c k l
/aell
nuUro  ( (  l l su .  nungu )

g o o r o
g u h o  g ' l t t l o

fuur -
: u  f u n  l o  ( S r . ) ,  P  s u f u r ' l d d d .
E I k o E l t -  ( <  S r l  .  - c l k I  ? )
h o o d ' -  ( c f .  8 n .  k o o d  ? )
?ddd l ,  P  ? t i t idodd l
g l + e e n -
to t  touqonod-  (<  Su.  - touongo)

I  l ? e d -
k*  'dnq?o,  P  k* 'dno?onunte
h o t ' -
l o n t '  l d -
I I t(-

s l  l n l  ( <  S r .  s l n l )
voi-
.dn I
kus I
I  l k -  ( <  S u .  -  |  l k l z o )
ndk-qJu
d ' u ? -
l d v o
huud-
d ' c c k ' 6 d n l ,  P  d ' e o k ' d d n q n n l
? d f l t e t e  ( S O  ? ) ,  P  ? d f l t 6 t l
ldkqne,  P  {6kon l
l i l l t  l k u d -
h l  l n -
l d 6 s o  ( <  s r .  l € s o ) ,  P  l d 6 r o . o

? f d l
l 6 6 b u ,  P  l 6 6 b q b  I
k o n d o o  ( 5 u .  )
po{ -  (  l rnp f  ,  )
b ' u u o d -  ( c f .  B n ,  r o l o  ? )



shoulder
shoulder extternlty
shout, to
show, to
show, to
shy, to be
shy, to rrBke
shy, to rnake
shyness
sick
sickness
silent, to be
smg, to
slp, [o
sister-i!r-law
sky; Cod
slash, to
slaughter, to
slaughtere4 to b€
sleep, to
sleep, to
sleep, to (P)
slim
slowly
smzll
srllash tO pieces, to
smell, to
smile, to
smoke
smoke, to
snake
so that
so, thus
soft
sole of i}re foot
Somali
Someumes
song
50tce!et

speak contlnuously, to (FREQ)
speakJ to
spear
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d66ro, P d66non I
J  6 k k e  l e ,  P  J d k k c l d l l
k  oq l -
?ent  id -
voh id -
j  ' e e r -  ( c f .  B r ,  J e n o )
J  'eered  i  d -
sonqkrino kont ld-
sdrokdno
n u k ' t i o o ,  F  n u k ' 0 n l d d z c ,  P  n u k ' r i n i
n u k ' o
b 'eh-  (P  r  behqn- )
900?-
+ q u b -
nddto ,  P  nd6t  on  I
v t i t i k 'o
k*oh-
hot -
h o t  l k u d -
hoddu n-
b ' o L -
g i t -
d l  t i t i l u n e ,  F  d l 6 d l u n l t t s e ,  P  d l r i 6 l u n i
nE  " / o te  (  SG ? )
?oon  i no
tono tonod ld -
+ee l -
ou | l |mukud-
t  ' u  g g * o
f u k  l d q d -  ( <  S u ,  - f u k  l z q )
g d u e ,  P  g d v o j  j u
?o 'go
?onrn6k*o (= ?otttttto + k*o)
t ' d d f e n o ,  F  - l d d z e ,  P  t ' 6 6 f e m i
d o k 6 l o  k l ! o " g o
?  i  j  i d  i ,  n - € 6 t 0 ,  F r  l s t s  i  ( c f . l l o o t o  j  i  i d u u )
soo uo t te
s66?e,  SG soo?6n6ete
ndgonko (c f .  l iS rn .  rngongo)
joo i roneen l t -
J O O n -
ur tinoho, P u,dFohuu ke

171

spend the day, to
spend the day, to
sperm
s p i t ,  t o  b ' u t ' u f -  ( l n r p f . )
spleen "dz6ne, P 'dz6nonn i
spoil, to; destroy, to (FREQ) d'uk'ud'uk'ud-

g  qqd -

?  ogod  -

g  l ddo

spfeacl out, to
spring, pool of water
squeeze, to
surno up, !o
stand, to
sBnd up, to rnake
staa
stay, to; live, to
stay, to rnake
stay, to; exist, to
srick
stick out the tongue, to
sting, to
sring, to

strip, ao; peel, to
stroll, to
strong
!rtupid
riucK, to
$uddendly, at once
sun; cgy
Swahili
swallow, to
$weaq warm
sweep, to

st ink. to hu l-
s t i r ,  t o  honok ' -  ( (  Su .  - ko rogo  ? )
s tone  ! | dv6  ( (  Su .  oooe ) ,  SG ndvec t c
stop, to; hold tight, to reeb- (< Son. neeb)
s t o r e  r l t o  ( <  S u r .  s l t o o )
street, path l6e, P ldqddl
str ing of beads (worn around the neck) ?lnidi,  P ?inldt idl
s t r i ng  o f  beads  (wo rn  a round  the  wa i s t )  k f s l l n l ,  P  k l e l l ndn l
string of beads (worn around the wrist) mdpl"grinl (P ?)
strip away, to; peel off, to d ' I l-

?qkk  ld -

t drpo no?6dn I
t ' u u b -
? u k ' e E n -
g q q d ' -

soot t  ld -
/ l  ^ g  I  l l f o ,  P  / i " g i l i l o
g  o n -  \ r :  g  o n o n - /
g -q f iqd  ld -
I  I n -  ( <  6 n ,  ! l r ' - )
E t l " b o  ( (  i l s u ,  s i n b o )
n  I  l o f -
d l  opponod-
pun-

/u l -
l qneed ld -
" g O r i f u  ( < S u . n g u u u ) ,  F  - u n l d d z e ,  P  - u n l

nu  lngo (  Sur  .  )
no?-
n l  l d q
?od do
k t l t ldzo ,  l l  k [ idzeet i ,  F  ku i j l t t so
funnccd-  (  <Som.cun-  " to  ea t i  ? )
f U n t  ' o o n o

p c a  l o o d -  ( c f .  N S u .  - p e o )
+ ddll o0c



sword
sysiem
system

I
rail
take, to
take away, !o; ktdnap, ro (obi.: woman) dook-

t72

tc  "br
s q r p u l i  ( S ! . )
s u u F o  ( <  5 ! ,  g u n o )

n l k ' o
foD-

nukkqonod-
Dukkqqnod ld-
hqqroob-
nuUnote ,  F  rUunot lddzc ,  P  r .uundt l
k  '  od  'ob-

k  '  q d ' o t  i d -  ( <  N ' o d ' o l b l t  i d - )
gooh I
? l l  l n o ,  P  ?  f l l m d n  I
d ' o l  l d -
fu l leed-
?  lbad-
k6npone,  P  kdrnpordn I
? t t u
?iku
a  t I  I  r -

nonusu?-
?  l rd -
k i s o  ( S u . )
? iko t to
nonn I
?rlk-qontirnu
?uDndDu
, f f o o J ' l l e
b ' o o t  l ,  P  b ' 6 6 t  i m e
k l n l o  (  <  S !  k l t u  ? j  c f .  8 r .  ! i i n l u )
I |oD I  i t -
d  '  onmo sunn6dn i
g  I  r l
g  r  a r  xo f i -
? t t q
a u K  o
ndgo+ 6
I  e e D € r  F  ) e c r l

?0ku nntin u

take by force, to
take by force, to (FREQ)
alk, toi converse, to
lall; deep
taste, to
tastg to rnz.ke
tea
tear
rcar, to
tear, to; ren4 to
tell, to
tesdcle
that (F)
rbat (M)
their (BOUND PR.)
thelr (BOUND PR.)
them (BOUND PR.)
then
there
there (very far)
these
they (INDEPENDENT PR.)
thick
thigh
thing
tiink, to
lhird day before today
thirst
thirsty, to be
this (F)
thls (M)
thorn
thorn
tllose

three
tnroat
throw, to
thumb
thunder
lie, to; dose, to
ried, to be
time
lime, hour
tifed, to be
tired, to get
tobacco
lodzy
roilet
tomorrow
tongue
rooth
topi
tortoise
rouch, to
town, village
trade, tq buy, to; sell, to
trap
trap, to
uead on, to
tread oq to (FREQ)

ree; P: woods
tremble, to
trick
lruth
try, to; taste, to
turn intq to; become, to
tu.n, to (t!.)

rwist, to

u
uSali
uncover, to
under, below
undelstan4 to
undelstan4 to

1'r1

k ' o b q
k ' o k ' o ,  P  k  ' 6 k '  q d d  I
tot toh-
' d6d  l ,  P  "d6dodd i
d '  l d '  l l i  l 0 o
d ' u ? o j -
d ' u ? l k u d -
v o k o t  l  ( S u ,  )
s q q  ( S u .  )
l o o f -
t l  ' o f -

! [npo
?odddk-o  ( .  ?oddo +  k 'o )
16o (<  So.  choo) ,  P  Edvodde -  zoo
h l t r o n e  ( 5 G  o f  h i i D q  ? )
t66no,  P  ldCnodd I
k t i l o t l ,  P  k d l q t d t t o
b 'dbo?qqne,  P  b '6bo?oonuuto
k ' 6 b e  ( <  S o ,  k o b c  ? ) ,  P  k ' 6 b o d d l
b ' e n -
nu  |  ( l i s t ! .  )
?o  I  loh-
!d rpo  (<  l lSu .  l ,o rnbo) ,  P  !d0pobb l
t  dmpo k -o t -
d ' o t ' -
d ' q d d ' o t ' -
k ' o n o ,  P  k ' 6 n a
t  onqn-
h f  t l o  ( <  S o n .  )
? tt,c
t e 0 -

b ' l n l k ' e e r n -
b ' l n l k ' -  ( c f ,  E n .  i n v l n l n g e  " r o u n d " )
sqk  o?-
l l i r q

? ' i too l  |  (<  l lSur .  u to t l ) ,  P  ?0 loo td !  i
p o k ' e e d -
g l n l
? e  l e o d -  ( <  S r  .  - e  l e o )
hooD -



uffealised action selector (IRR)
unde, to; open, to; undless, to
until
unril
upset, to get; an8ry, to gel
urioate, to
urinate, to
urtne
US OOUND PR)
us€fi,tl, to be
utensils, kitdrenware

v
vagna
venltive rrarker (VEI9

velvel
very
vidow
village elder
village elder
vomig !o
vomit, to (FREQ)

voyege

lc.
waist
waist
wait, to
wai! to (only imperative)
wake up, to
walk, to
w'dll
wander, to
wanl lo
waflnog
wash hands, to
wash, to
w?sh, to
wash, to
warer
waterbuck
waterpot
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kd-
gu+eed-
h o t o  (  S u . )
Dpqkq (  Su, ,  )
luu t l -
s i n t ' o  l i k -
g l n t ' o  d o r o t -
3  i n t ' o
n i -
fooh-  (Sr  .  - fqq)

do"bo (<  BoJ .  zonbo)

t s i n t e o
?d-
j t i?ouro ,  P  j6?quuuto
|n onno
n r l k l b e ,  F  n i k l b o t t s q ,  P  n u k i b 6 b b i
goono ldbon I
k  i  l d z o  l d b o n  I
rnontoh-  ( (  Bo .  ? )
ron toh id -
:of or I (Sttt . )

/ t r tu
dr tigo
s u u g -  ( <  S o n ,  s u u g )
ko? -

n o t  ' -

ro t -
f i i t ' o ,  P  f  I  l t  ' e k o

du 0oqn-
k ' o o b -
jd re ,  P  jdnenq
k - ' o t '  i k u d -
f u u ? o d -  ( <  S u .  - f u o )
k - ' o t  ' -

poqh-
nq? o
t ' U U t o ,  P  t  ' U U t . n o

rnr i t sunk i  (<  LP/ l1 l j . ) ,  P  n r r l t sunkr igg i
we (REDUCED INDEPEN'DENT PR.) ron-

we (INDEPENDENT PR.)
weave, to
well (n.)

well !
what
what?
wheo?
where?
whetstone
which?
white
white hair
whither?
who?
who?
why?
why?
why?
wide
wife
wild anirlu.t enemy
wildcat
win, to; overcomq to
wind
wink at, !o
wink at, to (FMQ)

witch
witchcraft
with, and
with, and
with; from
without
woman
work (n.)

work, to; cl.rltivate, to
worm
wound
wound, to (FREQ)

wrap, to

wrisl

t I )

J'dJ| |

?ogg*  ld -
k l c l r n q  ( S u , ) ,  P  k l s i n o g g c  -  - q d d c

b ' o c  |  ( S 0 .  )
0ddtc
Ddr iko( - to )
aqikqbtir'o
k66do
s66bo, P s6dboro
J  okq
k 'UUf iuDq
?tidno, SG ?tit irone
kd6ko
J  l k o
J t k o t o ,  F  J l k o t t s l ,  P  j f k o n m d n u
rnddkoon l  ( .  n6dko +  n l -  (GEN))
'bono ( Su, . )
k o o n  |  ( S u .  )
pddnq ( {  Su, .  -pono)

?dnqsq,  P  ?dros6n I
dzoo?6 lo ,  P  dzoo?6tuuke
t '66?0,  P  t  '  66?erq
5 l l  " ! o d -  ( <  5 o ,  - s h l n d o )

J r i6 fune (SG ?)
n l k '  l d -
n l k '  l d o d  i d -
t ' l l o l e ,  P  t ' i l o l l
t ' f l o
h o l  l o
n o  ( 5 u .  )
?  l n t o
b ' o o d u
n o t ' o ,  P  n o t  ' o

kdtid | (< Sl . koz i )
|  |  I n o d -  ( <  S u .  - l l r n o )

n i "gunU"gu (<  5 l  .  ngungungungu) ,  P  -uu tq

?r i tunu,  P  ?r j tun< in  I
p ' u p p ' u f u d -
ku tod-
k f  l v l k o ,  P  k i l u l k d k l
"gd  lo ,  P  "g r i  lodde



x
yawn, to
yes

,,es oD)
yestefday

YOU (2P; TNDEPENDENT PR.)
you (2PM BOUND PR.)

Yctu (2S; INDEPENDENT PR.)
you (2SF; BOUND PR)
you (2SI\,li BOUND PR)

),ouns Gr)
yorng ftan
your (zPF; BOIJND PR.)

z
zebfr

176

hoJo ! , -
hqg
ha6
d '  o lao
?ot to
kunn6-
?ddtq
k t -
KU-
gribogo, SG gUbqg66te
gqqno g-  l t t lo ,  P  gddnq
k lnnd-

h 6 l  l e l o

g ' l t t s o

ln
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