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0. IntropucTION. Chontal de Oaxaca is a
Hokan language spoken by 9000 Indians in
southern Qaxaca, Mexico. The name
Tequistlatec (given to avoid confusion
with the Mayan Chontal de Tabasco)
properly applies to the dialect formerly
spoken in the town of Tequisistlan and
still surviving in the central eore of moun-
tain villages two days’ trail from Tequi-
sistlan. The other major dialect (here called
Huamelultee) is spoken in the villages of
Astata and Huamelula in the coastal plain
south of the Tequistlatec area, a day and a
half by trail from the Pacific seaport of
Saling Cruz.

Tequistlatec (T) has been described by
Belmar (1900) and by de Angulo and Free-
land (1925), and is now being investigated
further by Paul and Shirley Turner of the
Summer Institute of Linguistics; Huamelul-
tee (H) has been described only by Water-
house (Waterhouse, 1949a,b, 1961, 1962),
and a colleague (Waterhouse and Morrison,
1950). The present description is only of
Huamelultee, with a brief mention of major
dialect differences.

Huamelultec shows a high degree of accul-
turation and bilingualism with, however,
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the Indian language as the langusge of
choice and prestige in the adult community
(Waterhouse, 1949a), and the structure of
the Spanish spoken showing a high degree of
Chontal influence (see Waterhouse, 1961).
In conirast, Tequistlatec-speakers retain a
high degree of monolingualism except in the
villages closest to the Oaxaca-Isthmus high-
way.

Major dialect differences are in the pho-
nemics and the grammar; there are many
cognate vocabulary items. Some common
expressions are completely different, how-
ever, making communication between speak-
ers of the two dialects difficult. Common
cognates are illustrated in the sentences
for ‘the child went to sleep’: H, $mdnapa
law'd; T, timdynoba low'd;! major differen-
ces in the expressions for ‘where are you
going?’: H, zdape md *dype; T, pégof céeya.

Differences in phonemics and grammar
may be summed up by saying that Huamel-
ultec has more phonemic contrasts than
Tequistlatec; Tequistlatec has more gram-
matieal contrasts than Huamelultec.

Phonemic differences are voiced-voiceless
stop contrast in H, free variation between
them in T; alveopalatals ¥, %, # in H, not
in T (though both have § ¢ and #); pre-
glottalized wvoiced continuants in contrast
with ?C in H, not in T; phonemic g in T,
not in H.

Morphological differences are seen in both
noun and verb classification. Both dialects
distinguish between consonant-initial (C)
and vowel-initial (V) nouns; in H, however,
C nouns occur with definitive el-; V nouns
with {-; whereas in T, ¢ nouns are divided
into those which oceur with definitive
kal- and those with al-, ¥ nouns into those
with [- and those with #-. In H, verbs have
no prefixes except first person marker
el-; in T, verbs are divided into four classes,
each of which has distinet person prefix
sets for affirmative and negative, comple-

1 Data for Tequistlatec examples are phonetic,
taken from my field notes. For the structural in-
formation I am indebted to Shirley Turner.
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tive and incompletive. The H prefix has no
cognates in T; the T Class I affirmative
completive set is cognate with the H rela-
tional set of noun prefixes.?

The plan of this article is in the traditional
order of phonemics, morphophonemies,
morphology, and syntax. For a different
order, see the full grammar (Waterhouse,
1962). The analysis of both the morphology
and the syntax is based on Pike’s tagmemic
theory (K. L. Pike, 1954, 1955, 1958, 1¢60);
the term tagmeme, however, and tagmemic
formulas have been omitied. Rather, refer-
ence has been made to slot and function,
which are tagmemic slot and function.
For a full tagmemic presentation the reader
is again referred to the complete grammar,

1.0. INVENTORY OF PHONEMEs. Huame-
lultec segmental phonemes include 35
consonants and 5 vowels; suprasegmental
phenemes are length and sfress.

Consonant phonemes are shown on
Table 1, arranged to show maximum con-
trasts within the consonant system. Major
contrasts are between voiceless and voiced
articulation on the wvertical axis, and be-
tween cenfral and lateral on the horizontal
axis. Both voiceless and voiced central
consonants show three-way vertical con-
trast befween glottalic, continuant and
obstruent types of articulation, and four-
way horizontal contrast between labial,
alveolar, alveopalatal, and velar points of
articulation. Glottal stop: contrasts with all
the consonants but fits distributionally
with voiceless glottalic rather than with
voiceless obstruent.® Lateral consonants
show two-way contrast between glottalic
and continuant type of articulation in both
voiceless and voieced categories, and be-

* T has a similar noun set as well, thus showing
more overlap between the noun and verb classes
than there is in H. N

3 Obstruent is defined for this language as any
consonant which has stop, affricate or flap al-
lophones in at least some environments. This
definition is set up explicitly to allow us to handle
volceless spirants as a separate set from voiceless
stops, since they form separate distributional sets.
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. Tasre 1
Voiceless - Central Lateral
1. Glottalie bl ¢ & E ? Z’
2. Continuant I N § z i v
8. Obstruent 2 H c tv é k
Voiced
4. Glottalie m’ n’ 7’ w’ v
5. Continuant m n il fi Y w i v
6. Obstruent b d ‘r . g ’

tween alveolar and alveopalatal points of
articulation. Distributionally, central and
lateral consonants combine into horizontal
sets numbered 1-6 on Table 1.

Articulation is fortis for Set 4 (voiced
glottalic); lenis for other sets. Alveopalatals
tv, v, 7', #i, I are made with tongue blade,
have no appreciable offglide. They contrast
both with alveolars and with clusters with
y, although in clusters the quality of the
consonant before the y is alveopalatal:

tépa yda? ‘T bit it’, tépa ‘he bit it’, Myépa

“fell’; #6%pa yd ‘I moved it’, #6°pa ‘he moved
it’, mivd? “4ell him’, pilyyd ‘might kill’;
ndpa yd? ‘T bought it’, #’dpa ‘he bought
it', peR’dupa ‘brought’, Poyfi'yépa put’
ndpa yd? I hit’, Adpa ‘he hit’, fafiu® ‘seed
corn’, lansafiyu® ‘the people’; ldopa wd?
‘I played’, lvdope ‘he played’, ydopa “took’.

1.1. PHONEME-SET DESCRIPTIONS, Set I,
voiceless glottalic, includes four glottaiized
affricates: f%, ¢, &, ¥, one glottalized stop
E, and glottal stop ?. fénlexmd? ‘ladder’,
c’dos ‘cold’, Féospa ‘it got cold’, Piguy ‘he
cleans’, kéduy ‘he carries water,’ "awd
‘squash’.

Set 2, voiceless confinuant, consists of
spirants f, s, §, which have no marked
allophones, = which varies freely from velar
[#] to &), [axd?] or [ahd?) “water,” and lat-
erals 1 and # which are almost frictionless
between vowels (kold? ‘say it’, miilvd?
‘tell him’}, lightly fricative elsewhere (iméi
‘sheep’, askilv ‘tortilla’). fdpa ‘he sowed’,
stmpa yg? ‘I saw’, ¥mpa ‘he saw’, zdpa
‘it melted,” #%7pa yd? 1 moved it’, ¥?pa

‘he moved it’. Voiceless laterals contrast
with clusters of = plus lateral in wald?
‘take it’, paxld? ‘wash it’; kulid? ‘give it’,
huglvd? ‘sell it’.

Set 3, voiceless obstruent, mcludes stops
o, b, #, k, and affricates ¢, & pdnd? ‘river’,
idnduy yd®? ‘T’'m pounding’, t#dnduy ‘he’s
pounding’, kdna? ‘when’, céepa yd? ‘I
went’, ééepa ‘he went’,

Set 4, voiced glottalic includes pregloi-
talized nasals m’, #’, #', velar voeoid w’,
and lateral I’. These confrast with phone-
mie clusters of glottal stop plus m, n, %, w,
and I: pém’e ‘carry’, pé?ma ‘believe’;
kdn’eld? ‘leave it’, md?neld? ‘fish it’; sdA*
Yqust so, wxd?#t ‘no’; liw'd ‘his child’,
aud?wd? ‘he is lying to you’; zdal’e ‘that
which’, ng?lé? ‘tell it (pl.)’.

Set 5, volced continuant, includes nasals
m, n, 7, trill ¥, vocoids y, w, laterals I, .
7 has a velar allophone in word final and
before wvelars, is alveolar elsewhere (éin
‘quiet’, panzde ‘slowly’, ndena ‘mother’}. w
is velar rather than labial, has no appre-
ciable lp rounding. mdpe ‘died,’ ndfpa
yd? ‘I shook it’, 7idfpa ‘he shook it’, Fénka
‘lame’, ydguy ‘he is making noise’, wdduy
‘he is earrying it’, ldzld? ‘rinse it off’ Mdzpa
‘he rinsed it off’,

Set 6, voiced obstruent, includes flap
r, and b, d, g, which have stop allophones
after nasals, fricative elsewhere, ndanard
‘wasp’; mbomd? ‘ten’, bitde ‘grandmother’;
kdnduy ‘he is leaving it’, odéy ‘straight’;
pdnguy ‘he is sitting’, pdguy ‘she is washing
it
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Vowels are of the common 24-2-+1 pat-
tern: 4, ¢, @, 0, %. ¢ 1s mid front open; @
has a raised allophone before %&’; other
vowels have no marked allophones and the
symbols are used with their traditional
phonetic values. fpa ‘flower’, épa ‘sugar
cane’, awd? ‘wind’, Adylfovmdk’ ‘daily’,
oddy ‘straight’, uw’é ‘salt’,

Prosodic phonemes are length and stress.
Lach may occur independently on any
vowel and In any position; they may also
oceur together.

Length does not alter the quality of the
vowel with which it occurs; long vowels
are only slightly longer than short vowels.
The phonemic status of length is well-
attested: eltazt ‘the crab’, awizii ‘sleepi-

ness’; légope ‘he was hungry’, éegops ‘he

took him’; pdguy ‘she is washing it’, pdaguy
‘it is dying down’; tok’ém’a ‘raise’, took’ém’a
‘wive a bite’; Mipe ‘he nursed’, viupa
‘soft-fibered basket’.

Stress may occur on adjacent syllables:
pdnd? ‘river’, on alternate syllables: pdce-
daty ‘he is doing it’, or on only one syllable:
pulidype ‘carried in arms’. Since the mul-
tiple stress pattern was discovered at a
late stage of field work, not all possible
patierns have been checked as yet.

Changes in stress and length occur as
suprafixes marking certain plurals. In
addition, certain sentence types appear to
have a type of overriding stress, and in-
tonational lengthening, much longer than
normal lengthening, oceurs for emphasis in
excited speech.

1.2.1. DISTRIBUTION IN SYLLABLES. All
consonants oceur as syllable onsets; d and r,
however, are found only in non-initial syl-
lables. Examples are giver above.

Only sets 1, 2, and 5 oceur as codas. All
members of sets 1 and 2 so oceur; of Set 5
all but w so oceur, but # is found only in
non-final codas: Set 1, wdf’ ‘tousled’, amdc’
land’, aempud ‘wild squash’, ?éek’ ‘fire-
wood’, axdf ‘house’, akd? ‘bird’; Set 2,
x6f ‘open’, monPés ‘mamey fruit’, ks
‘curly’, fuz ‘white’, fol ‘wet’, askalr ‘tor-
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tilla’; Set 5, tém ‘stingy’, cAtn  ‘early
morning’, xdéfzéF ‘snore’, piiyuy ‘he is
pounding’, paafdy ‘straight’, &ldakwdl
‘booth’, milvmdlr ‘muddy’.

All vowels occur as syllable peaks without
either onsets or codas, as seen above. They
all also oecur as peaks of syllables with on-
sets, with codas, or with both. With onset:
pipe ‘it got burned’, pépe ‘he sent him’,
Sdpa ‘it tched’, kdépe ‘he sald’, kipa ‘he gave
it’. With coda: énze ‘wild pig’, éntede liver’,
dmpe ‘wide spaced’, onsdale ‘wildeat’,
ufit'd8po ‘scorpion’. With both onset and
coda: @#8mu ‘shrimp’, péspa ‘weighed’,
pdnguy ‘he is sitting’, kénte ‘heavy’, kdrpa
‘he sold it’.

1.2.2. CV sEquenNcEs. The distribution of
consonants next to vowels shows cerfain gys-
tematic gaps, as well as certain sporadic
gaps due to low frequency of oceurrence. The
following consonants are found next to all
vowels: /B, 2, O f, § =;p, &, &, k; s m, 7,
Iv: b, d, r, g. It will be noted that most al-
veopalatal consonants show unlimited dis-
iribution next to vowels; those which have
some limitation are &, which does not occur
before e nor next to ¢, # which does not follow
e, and 7%’ which does not precede o. Alveolar
consonants are almost all restricted in dis-
tribution with regard to high vowels: ¢’ and
s do not follow u; i, ¢, »’, and I do not occur
next to 7 or «; ¢ does not ocecur before ¢ nor
next to u; n does not precede ¢ or u. Vocoid y
does not precede 7; w and w’ do not precede o
or %. Sporadic gaps due to low frequency of
occurrence of either consonant or vowel are
the non-oceurrence of w’ and I’ after e, of
I’ before o and %, and of 7 next to ¢ or after a.

1.2.3. ConNsoNaNT CLUSTERS of two or
three occur as complex onsets, and clusters
of two as complex codas. Clusters may be
viewed as basic, that is, part of the stem; or
derived, that is, resulting from the prefixa-
tion or suffixation of some morpheme con-
sisting of a single consonant. Derived clusters
forming complex onsets result from prefixing
the first person allomorph ¢ to person-mark-
ing verbs, Derived clusters forming complex
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codas result from suffixing plural allomorph
-? to certain nouns ending in #, or , or suffix-
ing plural allomorph -4? to certain nouns
ending in vowel a.

Basic clusters of two oceurring as complex
onsets consist of any set but 4 as initial
mentber, and any set as seeond member, with
restrictions as to specific combinations.
Thus, Set 1 only precedes 5, and the only
combination found is k’w. Of Set 2, only s
and § oceur in complex onsets, and precede
any set but 2 and 6, with &’ and 7 the sole
representatives of Set 1, giving clusters sk’,
3k, &, . 2 + 3 combinations have only
stops as second members, with specific com-
binations sp, st, sk, &p, &, 8. In 2 + 4 com-
binations m’, »', #°, and @' occur, with
specific elusters sm?, sn’, sw’, $m’, &, &', In
2 + 5 combinations m, %, %, ¥, and w oceur,
with specific clusters sm, sn, sy, sw, &m, §i,
$w. Only the stop members of Set 3 occur as
first member of clusters, with only Set 5, w,
y, and Set 6, r, as second member, Specific
combinations of 3 4+ 5 are pw, fty, kw; of
3 4 6, &r. Only m, n, w, I of Set 5 occur as
first member, and only Set 2, z, Set 5, y, and
Set 8, b, d, with specific combinations 5 4~ 2
wz, 5 4 5 vy, 5 4+ 6 mb, nd. The only com-
bination with Set 6 as first member also has
6 as second member and is a loan:* 6 4 6 br
(brizu ‘witch-doctor’). Examples of many of
these may be seen in later sections.

In basie clusters of three as complex on-
sets, the first member is Set 2 s or &, the
second, Set 1 &’ or Set 3 k, the third, Set 5,
w: sk’w, §'w, skw, Skw.

Basic clusters forming complex codas have
Set 5 m or n as first member, and Set 1/ or
k’ or Set 2 s as second member, with specific
combinations 5 -+ 1 mf’, nk’, 5 -+ 2 ns,

Complex interludes consist of two or three
consonants. Combinations are more nu-
merous and varied than those found in
onsets or codas: 86 hasic cluster types as
interludes, over against 36 onsets and 3

* Loanwords in common use are included in the
deseription although no attempt has been made to
be exhaustive.

codas. Many more would be added if de-
rived clusters were considered.

Basie clusters of two occurring as inter-
ludes, like onsets, consist of any set but 4 as
first member and any set as second member,
with restrictions as to specific combinations.
With a few exceptions, all clusters found as
onsets and codas are also found as inter-
ludes. In addition, the following types oceur:
Set 1 precedes 2, 3, and 5, with the only
2 + 1 combination ?§, and the only 2 4+ 3
Pp. Combinations of 1 + 5 are f'n, &w, k'n,
&1, *n, ?fi. Set 2 precedes all sets but 6. The
2 +4 1 eombinations are the same as those
found as onsets; the only 2 + 2 is zs. Com-
binations of 2 4~ 3 are fi, fiv, x¢, &, #¥k;2 4 4
combingtions are the same a2s onsets. Com-
binations of 2 + 5 are fm, f#, zm, zn, Im, fw,
., The only combination with Set 3is3 4 5
ey. Set 5 precedes all sets. Combinations of
5+ larene, né, nd, I?;0f 5 4 2 are nx, nd,
7s, Ify 5 -+ 3, mp, nt, ne, nk, Ay, #é, y¢, Ip;
5 <+ 4, mm’, gy, nl’; 5 4+ 5, mm, nn, nw,
ul, fiy, ym, y#, yw, yl*; 5 + 6, ng, yg. The
only combination with Set 6 is 6 -+ 6 dr,
found only in a loan.

Basic clusters of three as interludes,
addition to all complex onsets except $&’w
include the following types: 5 + 1 + 5
y?lo, 5 4 2 4 3 naty, 5 4 2 - 5 mam, yom,
yxfi, 5 -+ 3 - 5 nkw, yhw.

Vowel clusters are extremely rare, and
oceur only in free alternation with eombina-
tions of yV: pacedvkuy/pacydzkuy ‘he does
stupidly’; midnawa/myénawe ‘he goes on
repeating’.

2. MorpmormoneMics. The following
morphophonemic processes are operative in
Huamehualtec: (1) assimilation, (2) unvoicing,
(3) palatalization, (4) glottalization, (5)
dissimilation, (6) intercalation, and (7)
elision.

(1) Assimilation. Nasals assimilate to the
point of articulation of the following con-
sonant: stAyuy ‘see’, stmpa ‘saw’, ldnduy
‘pound’, fdmpa ‘pounded’, Idnsofiyd? ‘the
people’, lambamiukwé? ‘the twelve’. Only n
oceurs before velars, but it is the velar al-
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lophone which occurs: pdnguk’ ‘seated’,
sinwdypa ‘came to see’, ldnk’epa ‘chose’.

(2) Unvoicing of g occurs before con-
sonants: pdguy ‘washes’, pdrpa ‘washed’,
pazwdypa ‘came to wash’, pdnguy ‘sit’,
pdnzpa ‘sat’, poygt ‘ery’, pbyzpa ‘eried’.

(3) Palatalization oceurs after high-vowels
and y: lotdete ‘your father’, Wwitrdata ‘his
father’, laytvdata ‘my father’, kénape ‘finally
said’, kvfiape ‘fnally gave’, fald? ‘sow it’,
pulrd? ‘dig it’, miilvd? ‘tell him’, paylvdg?
‘give it to him’. Palatalization occurs across
glottal stop: wi*l*d? ‘look’. While it occurs
with stops, nasals and laterals universally,
it does not ocecur with affricates: vicd? ‘his
roughness’, and oceurs with sibilants in
some cases but not in others: #i$?dpd ‘his
older female relative’, but I#sdfiyd? ‘his
folks’.

{4) Glottalization ocecurs when certain
morphemes beginning with. or consisting of
glottal stop follow morphemes ending in a
voiceless continuant. The resulting glot-
talized . consonant is the corresponding
glottalized affricate or stop: moloxdf
‘trousers’, wmoloxdf’ ‘pl.’; minlés ‘mamey
fruit’, ménl'éc’ ‘pl.’; pid- ‘get wet’, pife-
‘make wet’; pdampa ‘eot calm’, pdak’epa
‘made calm’, imét ‘sheep’, imoél’ ‘pl.”

(5) Dissimilation (in combination with
palatalization) occurs in the general im-
perative suffix -La?. Following stems with
high vowels, the lateral is alveopalatal; affer
low vowels it is alveolar; after voiced sounds
it is wvoiceless; after voiceless sounds it is
voiced: pulvd? ‘dig it?, fold? ‘sow itV, kanld?
‘leave itV, piflra® ‘pound itV, panzld? ‘sit
down?’, fuslvd? ‘blow itl

(6) Intercalation of velars occurs ma,mly
between words, but is sometimes also found
within words, especially the intercalation of
g between vowels: Romego for ‘Romeo,
proper name’. The choice of velar is on the
following - pattern: between voiceless con-
sonant and vowel, k& oeccurs: kiuskawrdz
‘eurlytop’ (ki  ‘eurly’, oawxdr ‘head’),
Aidylvozmdl’ Kitvifle ‘every day’. Between
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vowel or ¥ and vowel, ¢ occurs: ele’ée gamdc’
‘the first of the year’, kigay gdpi®e “they-sell
eges’. Between vowel and .consonant, z
oceurs: #épar milva ‘a dog bit me’, lakwés
boFdéu ‘the drunkard’, #’déipax ténfo “too
stupid’. This tendency is reflected, but not
completely operative, in certain sets of al-
lomorphs of suffixes: kogdmpe ‘said again’,
parkémpa ‘came again’, pifiydmpa ‘received
again’,

(7) Elision occurs between words accord-
ing to the following pattern: If -the second
word begings with a prefix el- or ef- the prefix
vowel ig lost following another vowel: pdnza
thangim’a ‘can take-me-oul’, fatlet IPasyénlo
‘one seat’. In other cases, when two vowels
come together, the final vowel of the first
word is lost: #ép-4Aidi ‘an ant bit me’, tdw-
itvtifie “first day’, ldkw-i5fidra ‘the drunkard’

3.0. Worn-cLassus, Huamelulfec has four
classes of words: verbs, nouns, pronouns, and
particles. Divisive formal criteria for each
clags are: verb stems co-occur with aspect
suffix class 410;° noun stems co-occur with
definitive prefix 41; pronoun stems have
unique pluralizers; particle stems do not co-
occur with affixes. Divisive functional
criteria are: verbs function only as predicates
in certain types of classes; nouns occur as
predicates of other types of clauses, also as
subject, goal, recipient, means and referent;
pronouns occur only as subject, goal or re-
cipient; particles are divided into a number
of function classes aceording to the slots they
fill. - oo j
3.1, Verss are divided into-four. major
form -classes: intransitive, transitive, re-
cipient, and process. Intransitives- are not
marked for person, transitives. are marked
for goal, recipients for indirect object (re-
cipient), process verbs for sub]ect These
classes differ as to base.

Verbs are further divided into six. fuuctlon

.8 For the decade systern of elassifying- aﬂixes I
am indebted to C. F. Voegelin. The particular
modification of the system uged here is similar to
that of Shell (1957).
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classes: active, reflexive, stative, imperative,
horiatory, and subordinate. These classes
differ formally as to margin, and functionally
as to type of predicate slot they fill.

Verbs are composed of obligatory base
plus obligatory margin,

3.1.1. VERB BASES consist of stem plus
optional modal suffix class 300. Verb margin
consists of aspect-mode-person suffix classes
400 and 500.

Verb stem includes root, adjunct suffix
class 100, derivational suffix class 200.

Six eclasses of roots occur in verb stem:
intransitive, fransitive, recipient, process,
neutral, and noun. Neutral roots are of three
subclasses: (1) those with which class 200 is
obligatory, (2) those which function un-
affixed in Description predicate, but must
have class 200 to funetion in Action predi-
cate, (3) those which occur with 200 as verb
stem and with prefix class 10 or 20 as noun
stem.

Adjunet suffixes occur with any class of
root, do not usually change the class of verb
root. They add some specialized meaning to
the basic notion of the verb. Class 110 oceurs
with transitive classifier roots (TCR) as
well as with other roots; class 120 does not
oceur with TCR.® Class 110: -ay ‘give’,
‘raise’, ¢ ‘put down’, -¢ ‘lower’, -ki ‘re-
move’, -goy ‘remain’, -m’i ‘put in’, -Aif ‘re-
ceive’. Class 120: -u ‘above’, -ing ‘edge’, -loo
‘motion’, -may ‘settled’, -Aug “take hold’, -ol
‘wide-spaced’, -fo ‘together’, -way ‘stooping’.

Suffix class 200 oceurs obligatorily to form
stems of different class from the root. It in-
cludes three subclasses: 210, intransitivizers
ko, -ay; 220, transitivizers -?e¢, -m’e, -?1, -0;
230, recipientizers -?in, -n’e.

Intransitive stem denotes simple action
and consists of intransitive root, root plus

¢ TCR jncludes the following roots which in
their simple form indicate fetching an object of
the stipulated shape: &u- ‘grains’, k’e- ‘water’,
lee- ‘animate’ or Tong thin object’, pe- ‘small
object’, wa- ‘food or something carried in & round
container’,

100, or neutral root, process root, or noun
root plus 210. &- ‘grind’, mey- ‘go’; zulaf-
‘dry up’, wang- ‘walk along edge’; éilay-
‘shine’, mesko- ‘g0 bad’, fuxko- ‘get white’.

Transitive stem denotes action toward
goal and consists of transiiive root, alone or
with suffix elass 220 or 230; root plus 100;
intransitive, process or neufral root plus
220. kan- ‘leave’, zas- ‘break’; xac’e- ‘erush’,
pe?ne- ‘helieve someone’; #iday- ‘sketch’,
zasiii- ‘split in two’; zul?e- ‘cause to dry up’;
mesm’e- ‘ruin’, zudi”- ‘deceive’.

Recipient stem denotes action toward re-
cipient (indirect object) and comprises two
subclasses: those which occur in context
with goal as well as recipient and those
which do not oecur with goal. It consists of
recipient root, TCR plus 100, verb root or
neutral root plus 230, transitive root plus
220. n’ax- ‘buy’, poy- ‘come out’; pay- ‘give’;
zoy?ne- ‘call for’, may?ii- ‘take to’!, &iR’-
‘grind for’, tenk’#i- ‘ring for’; kuk'i- ‘sell to’,

Process stem denotes action performed by
subject and consists of process root, or in-
transitive or neutral root plus 100. zui-
‘wet dry’, mu- ‘go down'; zoygi- ‘fade’,
mulraf’- ‘sweat’.

Modal suffix class 300 is optionally added
t0 verb stem 1o form verb base. There are
eight classes of these; 310, -k’oy ‘augmenta-
tive’; 320, -ale ‘indefinite object, reciprocal’;
330, -gax ‘derogatory’; 340, -gon ‘iterative’,
350, -ne ‘Inalitive’; 360, -go, ‘definite’; 370,
‘passives’, -nay, -goy, -yuw; 380, ‘mova-
tional’, -wey ‘motion toward’, -s ‘motion
away’. Not more than four of these can oecur
together, usually not more than two or three.
When they oceur together, it is in the rela-
tive order given. Classes 350, 360 and 370
are mufually incompatible; others are
mutually compatible, 310, 320, 350 and 380
may occur verb final: the base so oceurring
fills a description predicate slot rather than
an action one, since verb margin is obliga-
tory to action predicative verb. Examples:
wak'éy ‘he is walking all over’, dufk’dypa
‘he entered inside’; kégalé ‘he barbers’.
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xdok’alepd? ‘they answered each other’;
maygdzpa ‘he went off stupidly’; meygimpa
‘he went again’; pdyfiape ‘he finally gave it
to him’, mdy#ia ‘he had gone’, mdgopa ‘he
died’; zasndypa ‘it got ripped’, dogdypa ‘it
" got spilled’, puspiupa ‘it was dug’; witwdypa
‘he came to look at it’, wi?ki%pa ‘he went to
look at it?, #éxmd3 ‘it fits well’. Examples of
ecombinations: sffialydémm’é? ‘we shall see
each other again’ (sifi- ‘see’), pdnzkazkinspa
‘he stupidly went off and stayed again’.

3.1.2. VERE MARGINS consist of suffix
classes 400 and 500, Class 500 suffixes are
mutually exclusive and final; class 400 may
be followed by 550, 560 or 570.

Class 410 indicates aspect: -pe ‘punc-
tiliar’, -m’a ‘incompletive’, ta ‘incompletive
movational’, -uy ‘durative’, -we ‘continua-
tive’, -xmaa ‘customary’. kdpe ‘said’, wi?mae
‘will see’, wirtve ‘will go see’, kédidy ‘says’,
Smdnowd ‘sleeps’, pdihaa ‘it is clear’.

Class 420 indicates ‘imperative’: -Ig?
‘general imperative’, -ski ‘movational im-
perative’, -waia ‘requestive’. pdnzld? ‘sit
down’, kdnski ‘go leave it’, Indy*watd
‘please let me know’.

Class 430 indicates ‘subjunctive’: -da.
pdnzde ‘might sit’. A prefix en- (em- or nasal
alone) may optionally co-occur with this
suffix with no discernible addition or change
of meaning, Classes 510, 520 and 530 are
plurals of 410, 420 and 430: 510, -pa?, -m’?,
-te?, -ay?, -way?, -xmoy?;y 520, le?, -ca?,
-wata?; 530, -gu?, Classes 510 and 520 re-
ptace 410 and 420; 530 follows 430. fmdpd?
‘they - slept’, fdm’é? ‘they will sow’, pdxid?
‘she will go wash it’, keddy? ‘they say’,
péyriiawdy? ‘they are shouting’, Sydzmdy?
‘they laugh’; sdewdylvé? ‘come and eat!,

7 An alternate analysis for some of these plural
forms would be to consider that they are made up
of the singular plus a pluralizer, e.g., -pa? =
-pa -+ -?. Such a solution makes for fewer plurals
but does not allow for a neat statement of dis-
tribution of the class, and one is still left with the
handling of the suffixes which are genuinely sup-
pletive, hence the solution given in the body of
this article has been considered preferable.
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kaned? ‘go leave itY, ndyPwald® ‘please ad-
vise’; pdnaxdagi? ‘they might sif’,

Class 540 indicates ‘stative’: -a ‘singular’,
-olenma? ‘plural’. kdsa ‘stands’. zulingolénnd®
‘they lean’.

Clags 550 indicates ‘resultant’: -k’ ‘singu-
lar’, -eeda? ‘plural’. simpltk’ ‘seen’, pdngeedd?
‘seated’.

Clags 560 indicates ‘person’: ‘first’, i-
‘singular’, -nge? ‘plural’; ‘second’, -0? ‘singu-
lar’, -lwae? ‘plural’; ‘third’, singular un-
marked, -le? ‘plural’. With transitive verbs,
560 marks ‘goal’, with recipient verbs ‘re-
cipient’, with process verbs ‘subject’;
naponga? ‘he hit ug’, pdypé? ‘he gave it to
you', Iséxta ‘I got tired’.

Class 570 indicates ‘reflexive’: -s{ ‘singu-
lar’, -#% ‘plural’. wdposi ‘he walked by him-
self’, ?éedelét? ‘they do it fo themselves’.

Suffixes 512 -m’e and 513 -l indicate
‘hortatory’ when used without subject:
?dym’é? ‘let’s go’, sdnseld? ‘let’s go see the
fun’.

3.2. Nouns are divided into two major
form classes: free and bound. These are
further subdivided into those which begin
with consonant and those which begin with
vowel. Bound nouns must oceur with prefix
a- or with a relational prefix. Prefix a- pre-
cedes initial consonant, replaces initial
vowel. Vowel-initial free nouns oceur with
combiner p- in the relational form, vowel-
injtial bound nouns with ecombiner n-. Con-
sonani-initial nouns do not occur with
combiner.,

Nouns are further divided into five func-
tion classes: quality, location, person, time,
and item. Quality nouns are those which
function as Quality predicate. Location
nouns are those which co-occur with locative
prefix to function in Location slot. Person
nouns are those which co-occur with voca-
tive prefix to function in Vocative slot, Time
nouns are those which oeccur in Time slot.
Item nouns are those which co-occur with
definitive prefix fo function in Subject or
Goal slot, or without prefix in Means slot,
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but which do not belong to any of the other
classes.

Nouns are composed of obligatory stem
plus optional margin.

3.2.1, Noun sTEMS consist of noun root,
root plus nominalizer, verb form plus nomi-
nalizer, noun-noun corpound, or verb-noun
compound with prefix a-.

There are five nominalizing affixes: ap-
‘likeness’, and ar- ‘item’, which occur only
with noun or neutral roots; prefix én- ‘doer’,
suflixes -da ‘agent’, and -f ‘division’, which
occur only with verb forms; prefixes a- and
i~ ‘quality’, and suffix -zma? ‘implement’,
which oceur with noun or neutral roots and
verbs. Examples: apekdl ‘skinny’ (ekd?
‘bone’), dnkris ‘eross’, dnskwilré ‘adobe’;
&b edd ‘singer’, pdfidf ‘hall’, a?i ‘eye’, api?
‘ashes’, fpa ‘flower’, #f#® ‘boil’; awéxmd?
‘mirroy’, tdfdama? ‘broom’.

Examples of noun roots: wmézul ‘ham-
mock’, plime ‘plate’, ku¥t§ ‘smoke’, dunkwe
‘fire’, dlewd? ‘gourd cup’; of compounds:
té?asdns ‘elder person’, UAtngard? ‘cool
drink’;  apdyké?  C‘ery-baby’, amifdy?i
‘blinker’.

3.2.2. Nou~n MARGINS consist of prefixes
indicating definitive, locative, vocative, and
relational; and infixes, suffixes and supra-
fixes indicating plural.

The definitive prefix has allomorphs I-
before vowels, el- (singular) and lan- (plural)
before consonants: Ilaxdf’ ‘the house’,
elméryul ‘the hammock’, ldnsafiyd® ‘the
people’,

The locative prefix has allomorphs m-
before vowe! (with lengthening of the vowel),
and maz- before consonant: mdazul’ ‘in the
house’, mdzmézul ‘in the hammock’.

The voeative prefix has allomorphs m-
hefore vowel, ma?- before consonant:
mdldn’o? ‘womanl’, md?mialvi ‘boy!

The relational prefixes consist of three
elements: ‘persor possessors’, ay- ‘first
person’, o- ‘gecond’, - “third’; ‘pluralizer’ of
person {- (with e- allomorph of ay-), ‘com-
biners’ p- for free vowel-initial nouns, and n-

for bound vowel-initial nouns. Noun plus
relational prefix functions as Relation predi-
cate: dymézul ‘I have a hammock’, spilimm’a
‘you have sense’, fieskdd ‘he has a tortilla’,
dines?é ‘we have corn gruel’. When the rela-
tional is preceded by the other prefixes, the
resultant noun funetions in the slot appropri-
ate to simple noun marked by the other pre-
fixes: with definitive, as subject or object:
lifieskul ‘hig tortilla’; with locative in Lo-
cation slot: mdymézul ‘in my hammock’;
with vocative in Vocative slot: mdyw’d ‘“my
child?

Pluralizing infixes are -I- (akdin'é?
‘women’), -n- (minlvé? ‘dogs’), -we-
{(fdwermd? ‘nets’}. Pluralizing suffixes are -?
(mul? ‘boys’), -y* (aw’dy? ‘children’), -e?
(dywalé® ‘horses’), {(aywald ‘horse’), -la?
(apoykold® ‘cry-babies”), -do? (w'doledd®
‘brides”), -yu? (ldnsafiyd? ‘the people’), -é2#
(asmad? ‘ears’). Pluralizing suprafizes are
shift of stress (aficupl® ‘baskets’, afidupi?
‘bagket’), and addition of length (amdac’
‘years’, amde’ ‘year’). Pluralizers may be
combined; the most common combination is
suffix -* plus shift of stress and loss of
length: apalvi? ‘messengers’ (epdal*y ‘mes-
senger’), the most complex, infix plus suffix
plus shift of stress and loss of length: awatfté?
‘girls’ (awdate ‘girl’).

3.3. Pronouns are divided into two major
form classes: personal and demonstrative.
Personal and demonstrative pronouns be-
long to the same function eclass, filling
subject, goal, recipient, and referent slots,
but not predicate.

Personal pronouns are iyd? ‘1, imd? ‘you’.
They co-occur with the unique pluralizer
-nk’: dydnk’ ‘we’ (exclusive), #mdnk’ ‘you
(pl.y. The inclusion of the first person
plural pronoun indicates exelusive, the
absence of the pronoun marks inclusive.
There is no third person pronoun; its fune-
tion is filled by a demonstrative or by a third
person relational noun 4Fuwd? ‘himself
alone’ (literally, ‘his otherness”), #ivuwd?
‘themselves alone’,
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Demonstrative pronouns are composed of
first elements and second elements. Members
of either set may occur alone, or certain first
and second elements may oecur together, or
with certain particles or personal pronouns
between the two elements.

First elements are: ga- ‘this’, na- ‘these’,
xag- ‘which’, 4~ ‘that’, fye- ‘that one’,
Second elements are: -?a ‘here’, -ge ‘person’,
-zne ‘persong’, -e ‘thing’. Particles which
oceur between them are: 4% ‘Just’, éo ‘now?,
{o ‘perhaps’, sa ‘so’, te? ‘only’, imdane ‘the
very’. Examples of separate elements: gd
ikéafi? “this pot’, tyd lakdn’é? ‘that woman’;
mdypa gé ‘he went’, lakdn’s ¢ ‘it belongs to
the woman’,

Combinations: gd?a ‘this one’, #4ige ‘that
one’, zdexne ‘which ones’, {#4:l’e ‘that thing’.

Examples with particles: @fifi%ane ‘the
same ones’, #4iage ‘that one there’, sdge
‘that one’, sdzne ‘those’.

3.4. ParricLes are divided into eleven
function classes, differing according to the
slots they fill in the clause.

Modal particles fill mode slot: ¥’d ‘just’,
1k’ ‘only’, mdréi ‘apparently’.

Locative particles fill location slot: I'd
‘over there’, zffe ‘on top’, kulvi? ‘far’, fdra
‘here’, sdxpe ‘there’.’

Temporal particles fill time slot: &da
‘now’, wréwilvt ‘a while ago’, kdnnae ‘some-
times”.

Negative particles fill negative slot: mda
‘not’, 7 ‘not even’, xd?f ‘no’.

Interrogative particles fill introductory in-
terrogative slot: née ‘who’, #és ‘what’, #éfdt
‘why’, kdne? ‘when’, tdene ‘how much’.

Exclamatory particles fill exclamatory
and response slots: xée ‘yes’, fnké? ‘who
knows’, adana? ‘fine’, Glwd?® ‘like so much’,

Imperative particles fill imperative slot:
kdl¥ ‘bring it here’, nd?ké ‘leave it alone’,
lizéero ‘hurry up’.

8 The last two locatives are comparable in form

to the demonstrative pronouns; they are classed
a8 particles rather than pronouns because they do
not participate in pronoun pluralization, the
criterion for the pronoun class.
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The quotative particle fills quotative slot:
nda? ‘it is said’.

The conditional particle fills introductory
conditional slot: xéola if’.

The hortatory particle fills hortatory
slot: 2insa ‘let’s go’.

The connective particle fills connective
slot: ?dytva ‘and’.

40. TypEs oF syNTacTIiC UNITS. Hua-
melultee has five kinds of syntactic units:
words, phrases, clauses, sentences, and dis-
course.

‘Words are constituent parts of phrases and
clauses, can constitute sentences only of an
exclamatory or dependent type.

Phrases are composed of two or more
words, enter into clauses, can constitute
gentences only of a dependent type and in
conversation.

Clauses are of two types: principal and
subordinate. Prineipal clauses can constitute
independent sentences; subordinate clauses
can constitute only dependent sentences and
that only in conversation.

Sentences are of two major types: inde-
pendent and dependent. Independent sen-
tenees can constitute a complete narrative;
dependent sentences oceur only as response
within conversation, or in sequence within
narrative.

Discourse is of two types: conversa.tlon
and narrative. Conversation involves the
alternation of two or more speakers; narra-
tive is the speech of a single individual at a
given time,

4.1. Purase TypEs. There are. two major
classes of phrases: noun phrases and verb
phrases.

Noun phrases are divided into five sub-
classes: qualitative, possessive, relative,
loeative, and temporal.

Qualitative noun phrase cons1sts of quality
noun plus definitive noun: pithi Iin?dyk’-
6ykémon  ‘all the town-officials’; Al
lakdn’é? ‘one woman’, or of definitive noun
plus noun: lydkwexbélse mélvu ‘the big bag of
money’.

Possessive noun phra.se consists of defini-




HUAMELULTEC CHONTAL

tive relational noun plus definitive noun or
proper name. The first noun denotes the
possessed tem, the second the possessor:
likwdana lakwé? ‘the sickness of the man’,
itvdata Ddbid ‘the father of David’.

Relative noun phrase consists of relative
pronoun plus noun: xdal’e mélvu ‘that which
was money’, zdal’e @fk’aia ‘that which is
pretty’, adazne ldypivedd? ‘those from my
mwn!. .

Locative noun phrase consists of locative
particle zdape ‘where’ plus noun, or qualita-
tive noun plus locational noun: zdape
iruwd? ‘where he (to, at, by him)’, zdape
lriwd ‘where the hole (in the hole)’; ac’éex
ldde ‘new side (another place)’, FAulvik’
eledye ‘all over the street’.

Temporal noun phrase consists of tem-
poral noun preceded by qualitative noun or
by particle: kdnéd4§ muube ‘six months’,
Al ipugi ‘one night’; ?dsta &ée ‘till now’.

The only type of verb phrase is that made
by the combination of forms of the verbs
?ee- or pase- ‘both meaning ‘do’) with
Spanish infinitive: pdsediy mdnddr ‘order’,
Péem’a aFépentir ‘Tepent’.

4.2, CrausE TYPES, There are two major
classes of elauses: principal and subordinate.
Principal clauses can constitute independent
sentences, subordinate clauses cannot, Sub-
ordinate clauses are marked by the presence
of a subordinating particle or by a sub-
ordinate predicate or both, or by nonfinal
infonation; a clause not so marked is a prin-
cipal clause.

Principal clauses are divided into two
major types: predicative and exelamatory.
Predicative clauses have a bipartite strue-
ture, consisting of a predicate plus another
unit called a concomitant which includes
such ifems as subject, modal, locative, time,
and the like, The most common concomitant
is the subject but it is not obligatory. More
than one eoncomitant may oceur, but at
least one must occur. Exclamatory clauses
have a unitary. structure, consisting of a
predicate only, of a different sort than the
predicative predicate. ’

Both predicative and exclamatory prin-
cipal clauses are subdivided according to
the word class of the predicate. Predicative
clauses with verb predicates are: Intransitive
Action, Action toward Goal, Action toward
Recipient, Subjective Action, Reflexive Ac-
tion, State, Deseription, and Quotation;
with noun predicates: Quality, Identity and
Relation; Location clause may have either
locative particle or locative noun as predi-
cate. Exclamatory clauses with verb predi-
cates are Imperative and Hortatory; with
noun predicates, Vocative and Comment.

Predicative clauses have both negative
and interrogative counterparts; some ex-
clamatory clauses alse have a negative
counterpart.

4.2.1. PREDICATIVE CLAUSES. Intransitive
Action clause has intransitive verb as predi-
cate. Concomitant may be subject noun or
pronoun or noun phrase; modal particle;
locative particle or noun; temporal particle,
noun, or verbal; quotative particle; or noun
indicating means. Predicate normally pre-
cedes concomitant, although occasionally
time word may precede predicate. Predicate
plus subject: ¥mdnapa law'd ‘the-child went-
to-sleep’s® mode: mdypa sd ‘so he-went’;
locative: poyéodily mdxpdnd? ‘she-is-washing
at-the-river’; time: mdyfiapd weéwill ‘he-
went a-while-ago’; quotative: &Hidwuy nda?
‘he-is-drinking so-they-say’, means: mdypa
abyén ‘he-went by-plane’; with subject and
time: mdyfiapa lakwé wréwili ‘the-man went
a-while-ago’; with subject and location,
smdnapae yd? mdrmérul ‘I went-fo-sleep in-
the-hammock’; with time, quotative, and
location: &éa nde piydedity Mdexul’ ‘now
it-is-said she-washes at-her-house’.

Action toward Goal clause has transitive
verb as predicate. In addition to the set of
concomitants found in Intransitive clause,
this elause can have a goal concomitant, but

9 An atfempt has been made to combine & free
translation of clauses and sentences with a hy-
phenation of items which are multiple in English
but single words in Choental. Since English order

is followed rather than Chontal order in most
cases, the words do not always coincide.
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like the rest it is not obligatory. Action
toward Goal clause differs from Intransitive
Action clause both in the verb class which
functions as predieste and in the possibility
of goal versus its impossibility of occurrence,
Non-third person singular gosal is marked in
the verb by suffix class 560 of .person
markers; third person singular is not marked.
Transitive predicate with subject concom-
itant: #épa mile ‘a-dog bit me’; with goal:
pultdygilia law’dy? ‘he-embraces-them the-
children’; with goal and subject: #éaxuy
mdngo ldyw'd ‘my-child is-eating mangoes’;
with location and time: pifvpe miduza pwita
‘they-butchered down-yonder this-morning’;
with means: napdngaz ?éex ‘they-hit-us with-
a-stick’. .

Action toward Reecipient clause has re-
cipient verb as predicate. In addition to the
concomitants found in Action toward Goal
clause, this clause can have a recipient
concomitant, although i, t0o, is not obliga-
tory. There are two types of recipient verbs,
those which can occur with both goal and
recipient and those which occur only with
recipient. Non-third singular recipient is
marked In the verb by suffix class 560.
Examples of the first type with subject:
pdypole lekwé? ‘the-man gave-it-to-them’;
with goal: Imik*ipa lrow'd ‘they-showed-me
their-child’; with recipient and time: &da
pdypole pilki ldnsafiyd? ‘now they-gave-it-to-
them all the-people’; with location: wdypa
miifiezrid  ‘they-gave-food-to-him  at-his-
house’, with subject, means, recipient and
goal: pdy?impd imd? pldmo ldyw'a Fiwrdx
‘vyou broke-for-him with-lead my-child his-
head’. Examples of the second type with
subject: kuskinga ladpid’dle? ‘our-clothes got-
sour-on-us’; with time: xdype StAcuxpila?
‘now it-got-dark-on-them’.

Subjective Action clause has process verb
ag predicate. This clause type has the same
set of concomitants as Intransitive, but
differs from Intransitive in the elass of verb
which functions as predicate. Proeess verb
has non-third singular subjeet marked in
the verb by suffix class 560. Process predi-
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cate with subject: xilpa #id’alé? ‘the-clothes
got-dry’; pdnxziola kwési ‘two were-born’;
with time: pwi’a pdnztold? ‘thismorning
they-were-born’; with means: #séxta aftlya
‘I-got-tired writing’.

Reflexive Action clause has reflexive verb
ag predicate. The verb base is usually transi-
tive, but may be intransitive. Reflexive
predicate with subject: pid’édesi smd? ‘you-
are - getting - yourself - wet’; féollepdlci
ldnsafiyd? ‘the-people gathered-themselves’;
with mode: kdud’epdst dkols ‘it-curled-itself
into-a-ball’; with subject, time, and means:
fya rdto rdto ?éedesi azd? ‘1 every minute
douse-myseli with-water’; with intransttive
reflexive and subject: w'dpost tvuwd? ‘he
walks-by-himself’.

Btative clause has stative verb as predi-
cate. The underlying verb base may be of
any class. Simple stative verbs end in suffix
-a or -olenna?, resultant statives in -&° or
-eeda?. Stative predicate with subject:
?¢l’fituydl’ laxd¥ ‘the-house is-open’; with
location and subject: kasinze Pd ldypépe
‘my-little-brother is-standing-leaning over-
there’; with time: xzdlgolénna &idd ‘they-live-
there now’; with location: fd?a pdngedd?
‘here they-live’.

Description clause has verb base or neutral
root as predicate. Verb base predicate with
subjeet: pdylro lapdlvu ‘the-messenger is-
wandering-around’; pitkale yd® ‘I’m butcher-
ing’; with locative: K'énzmay I'd ‘it-is-setting
(hen) there’. Neutral root is usually re-
duplicated when it occurs as descriptive
predicate. Neufral root predicate with mode
and subject: ads zds sdi’t ldypi@alé? ‘my-
clothes are just all ripped’; with time: gélof
st?mdane ‘it-swelled-up right-away’. .

A special type of clause with verb predi-
cate is the Quotative clause: the predicate is
either the intransitive verb ko- ‘say’, or the
recipient verb mdi- ‘say to’. This clause ecom-
bines with the Quotation elause, or with a
non-clause response to form a Quotational
sentence. The Quotation clause can be any
clause type. Examples are found under
Quotational sentences.
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Quality clause has quality noun as predi-
cate. Quality predicate with subject: dwixii
yd? ‘I’m deepy’; epdima lviw’d ‘her-child has-
a-fever’; with mode and location: fwa
sdam’a Pd ‘there’s-a-hole maybe there’;
with mode, location, and subject: fwzald sd
fd lané ‘so here the-road is-hilly’; with loca-
tion and time: 444 U'd ldypivedd &&d 1t's-hot
there in-my-town now’.

Relation clause has relational noun as
predicate. It is the normal way of stating
possession. Relation predicate with subject:
Wpdychia Pifidnomdy? ‘the-lakes have-an-
owner’; with time: alpipifki &déa ‘we-have-
health now’; with subject and quotative:
itayér gd nde? ‘this-one he-has-a-shop it-is-
sald’; with subjeet and mode: opiltimm’a sd
tmd? ‘you really you-have-sense’.

Identity clause has definitive noun as
predicate and subject is obligatory: gé?e
ldyw'd ‘this-is my-child’; ldyw'd ¢é ‘it-is my-
child’; with referent: lakdn’o I'é Iixiid
‘the-woman, it is her-waterjar’; lakddwé I'd
#in? 6yk’dykémon ‘the-men there are the-
town-officials’.

Location clause has either locative noun
or locative particle as predicate: mdyiiegd
lakubwé?  ‘the-men  are-in-the-cornfields’,
wrdyAlf Wiwzald, tviizpe Wipdnka ldyw'd ‘the-
other-side of-the-hill, there-is my-son’s
ranch’, I'd ldyfiexd? ‘there-is my-house’.

4.2.2, EXCLAMATORY CLAUSES. Imperative
exclamatory clause has imperative verb as
predicate. The verb base may be of any class.
kold? ‘say 1t!’; mifvd? “tell him!’; smdski ‘go
sleep?’; sdawdylvé? ‘come eat!’; Indy?wald
‘please let me know’; kundsk: lamdlvd? ‘go-
give-out tamales’.

Hortatory clause has incompletive plural
verb as predicate: ?dym’é? ‘let’s go’; pilivd?
‘let’s kill it’; kéta azxd? ‘let’s-go-get water’.

Vocative clause has voeative noun as
predicate: md?milvi ‘boy!; mdyw'd! ‘my
child?’

Comment clause has quality noun as
predicate. It differs from Quality clause in
that it does not have obligatory concomitant,
though a simple noun of address may ac-

company it: €747 ‘it’s hot!’; #f?4 ndana, 7i4?(
‘delicious, ma’am, delicious!’

4.2.3. NEGATIVE CLAUSES. Any predica-
tive clause may be made negative by adding
mda ‘general negative’, or 7 ‘intensive nega-
tive’; mda ééeduy el?eshwéla ‘she doesn’t go
to school’; 7t wxéduy ‘she doesn’t even want
to’; A4 ya ?dym’e ‘I didn’t even go; mda
Ipépa ‘he didn’t send me’; %4 {yépdla® ‘they
didn’t even fall’; mda fwzale lané ‘the road
isn’t hilly’; mdae gd7a ldyw’d ‘this isn't my-
child’,

Only the imperative of the exclamatory
clauses is negativized. The negative used is
ad?4iz, and the imperative verb is replaced by
the incompletive: 2d?Ai kém’a ‘don’t say-
it? zdefic smdia ‘don’t go-and-sleep?, xd?#s
méim’old? ‘don’t tell-them

4.2.4. INTERROGATIVE CLAUSES are of two
types: those obligatorily introduced by an
interrogative particle, and those optionally
introduced by interrogative particle #és
‘what’.

Those introduced by née ‘who’ are inter-
rogative counterparts of any predicative
clause type: née *dym’a ‘who’s going?’, née
pasépe ‘who made-it?’ née pdypo? ‘who gave-
it-to-you? née i¥Aak’ ‘who knows? née
hizpe ‘who's there?” Those introdueced by
tés ‘what’ are the interrogative forms of
Transitive or Recipient clauses: i£s pasépa
‘what did-he-make?’ lés pdypo? ‘what did-
he-give-you?’ Those introduced by zdape
‘where’ are either the interrogative counter-
part of Location clause, or of any clause with
location concomitant: zdape ldyw'd ‘where-
is my-child?’ zdape md =zoldy?uy ‘where
do-you-live?” Those introduced by kdne
‘when’ correspond to any clause with time
concomitant; those with fdxne ‘how much’
to various clauses; those with #i& ‘why’
have no exact counterpart: kdna @ma stmpa
‘when did-you see-him?’ kdna maoyyagu?
‘when are-they-going?’; idzna ipitrdalzi
‘how-much is-its-price?’ tdzna londske? ‘how-
many children-do-you-have?’ fdzna $mpa
‘how-many did-he-see?’; #A& md wxéduy
‘why do-you-want-it?’
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Thoze optionally introduced by iés are
any predicative clause type: s is obliga-
tory if no other concomitant oceurs, is
optional otherwise: s, mayfidpe ‘what,
did-he-go?* tés, mdyfdpa ldkwé? ‘what, did
the-man go?’; pdeepa londane ‘did your-
mother make-ite’; mdype sd elpdnd® ‘so
did-he-go to-the-river?’ Only this fype of
interrogative clause occurs in negative
form; the negative particle that occurs is
xd?7it: s, xzd?Ai mdyfidpe ldkwé? ‘what,
didn’t the-man go?’ zd?#d mdypa elpdnd?
‘didn’t he-go to-the-river?’

. 4.2.5. SUBORDINATE CLAUSES are sub-
divided according to the subordinating
particle that introduces them. Relative and
temporal and locative clauses fill slots in
complex sentences comparable to those
filled by corresponding words and phrases
in simple sentences; conditional, purpose,
and causal clauses have no counterparts in
simple sentences.

Relative clauses are introduced by rela-
tive pronouns: zdage 16’ empdnzda ‘the-
one-who first should-be-born’; zdezne mdl-
napd? ‘those-who went’; xdal’e ?ipa lakwé?
‘that-which happened to the-man’. They
fill subject, goal and recipient slots, or
expand simple fillers of these slots.

Temporal clauses are iniroduced by
#k’ ‘wher’, ?dste ‘until’, kdde ‘each time’,
and fill time slots: %k’ sa kwdyfidia ‘so when
he arrived’; #k’ yd pdeydne ‘when I make-
it-again’; ¥k’ ydn aw'dy? ‘when we were-
children’; ?dsla yd kdne enkide “until T say
when?; kddd imd nefiydoda ‘each-time you
pass’. ,

Locative clauses are introduced by zdape
‘where’, and fill location slots: xdape #igy-
golénna? ‘where they. - were - lying - down’;
zdape yé mpdnsda AUV el?asyénto ‘where I
might-sit-down on a chair’.

Conditional clauses are introduced by
zéola ‘if’: xzdola ?aygupae Al lapéyziia ‘if
there-came a ‘mountain-man’; zéola ?dyn’-
eddgu® Gf they-should-carry-it-out’.

- Purpose clauses are infroduced by pdra
‘in order to’: pdra wim’a elréy ‘in-order-to
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see the-king’: pdre yd pd*nam’e #'%? ‘in-
order-that I just come’.

Causal clauses are introduced by pdrke
‘because’, or f{dnfo ‘so much’: pérke fya
lakwé? ‘because I’m the-man’; pdrke fit?eduy
‘because he-asked-for-it’; tdnio pdyfizpe
‘because she was so scared’.

Any subordinate clause .can be negati-
vized by the inclusion of the negative par-
ticle zd?#it: negative relative clause, wzdage
xd?fiz wréduy ‘whoever doesn’t want-to’;
negative temporal clause, #k’ wd?fid ?dyye
‘when there isnt any’; negative locative
clause, xzdape wxa?fii asdns ‘where there
wasn’t a soul’; negative conditional clause,
zdolo zd?A7 Imiiye if he doesn’t tell-me’;
zdola xd?#i ‘if not’; negative purpose clause,
pdra x@?ii Smpold? ‘so-that he didn’t see-
them; negative causal clause, pérke zd?fiZ
#ifk’ata tonxl’e ‘because it-isn't goed that-
way’.

4.3. SENTENCE TYPES. There are two
major types of sentences: independent and
dependent. Independent sentences are di-
vided into four major classes: Affirmative,
Interrogative, Exclamatory, and Negative,
Sentences of any of these classes may be
simple: compozed of a single prinecipal
clause; or complex: composed of more than
one clause, of which at least one must be a
principal clause. Dependent sentences are
divided into two major classes: Completive,
which consists of less than a full clause;
and Sequentially Marked, which consists of
a principal clause plus a sequence intro-
ducer, which is different from the sub-
ordinating particles which introduce sub-
ordinate clauses.

4.3,1. INDEPENDENT SENTENCES, Affirma-
tive sentences have a predicative clause as
basic and are spoken with siatement in-
tonation: & final contour with low pitch
and heavy stress on the penult and high or
rising pitch on the final syllable. Afirmative
sentences include: Intransitive Action, Tran-
sitive Action, Recipient Action, Subjective
Action, Reflexive Action, Stative, Descrip-
fion, Quotation, Quality, Relation, Iden-
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tity, and Location. Simple examples of
each of these have been given under the
corresponding  clause types execept for
Quotation; Quotational sentences are al-
ways complex. Complex examples of each
affirmative type will now be given, but not
every possible combination of clause types
will be included under each sentence type.
The variety given will be illustrative of the
range of possibility, with more scope given
to subordinate types than to combinations
with other principal clauses, since the for-
Iner are more COMIAON,

Intransitive sentence with femporal
clause: %’ yd stmpae, mdyfidpa “When I
saw-him, he-wasleaving’; with locative
clause: xzdape &thdurpdla?, Wixpe Smiin-
gopd? ‘Where night-overtook-them, there
they-slept’.

Transitive sentence with temporal clause:
ldytéoponga K ydn owdy? ‘She-had-us
when we were-children’; with relative
clause functioning as goal: wxéduy yd
zdal’e #fk’ate ‘I want what is-pretty’; with
two principal clauses: pdnaxpe maz?asyénio,
pifitpe lanydw® ‘He-sat-down on-the-chair;
he-picked-up the-keys’.

Recipient Action sentence with locative
clause: kdn’espdla wxdape fidygolénna k-
wdana ‘He-went-and-left-it-for-them where
they-lay sick’; with relative clause expand-
ing goal: Hdym’d imd lowd axzdage téfa
empdnzda ‘You will-giveme your-child
which s first born’.

Subjective Action sentence with tem-
poral clause: ®ézpa lekdn'o, Wéconawd
“When a-woman gets-old, she-gets-sick’;
with conditional clause: zdofe xd?fi7 ?6yn’-
eddgu?, mdém’ola? ‘If they don’t follow-the-
custom, they-will-die’,

Reflexive Action sentence with conditional
clause used in a purpose sense: wifkes:
zdola #ik’ota awdate ‘She-islooking at-
herself (to see) if she-is-a-pretty gil’; with
causal clause: #dnte *pa stve, mélofpdsi
yd ukwéeda ‘It was so cold I-wrapped-myself
with-a-blanket’.

Stative sentence with locative clause:

xdape ?éyya ?awé elmdngu, Mixpe xélgo-
iénna? ‘Where there-are many mangoes,
there they-live’; with temporal -clause:
¥k’ yd ndfiydopa Spémfiuyek’ pélla Ik’
‘“When I passed-by, it-was-open only a
little-bit’,

Description sentence with conchtlonal
clause: zéola xd?fii ipiftl’ leyw'd, piro
wdk'oy inko xdape ‘If my-child doesn’t
have-work-to-do, he just wanders-around
who-knows where’; with temporal clause:
k' nda Wdy*pa, mas fidlve nda sagé lakwé?
“When it-is-sald he-heard-it, this man ran
all-the-more it-is-said’; with causal clause:
tdnto Strduywy lokwé?, kdc® sdi’t li?d “The-
man gets-angry so-much, his-face is-just
chewy’.

Quotational sentence with Response quo-
tation: adana?, képa lampdbré? ‘Fine, said
the-poor-folks’; with intransitive quotation:
plre nda kwd, dmdnk’ zdlolayydy? ‘He
always said it-is-said, You-all arelying’;
with interrogative quotation: miipe ndae?,
tés md mpdeede fd?q ‘He-said-to-him it-is-
said, What might you be-doing here?’.

Quality sentence with temporal clause:
8l xpé kwdyta xdape Filvi el?dwe?éer,
titzpe fdane ldnéeddy? ‘When there they-
arrived where there-was-one big-tree, there
there-were-three roads’; with causal clause:
dhwe dhwe loyw'd, idnto pdnya pacém’a ‘My-
son 1s very manly, he’s-able to-do so-
much’,

Relational sentence with causal clause:
pérke piro dagoduy #ik’ata, poréso ipiifki
gé lowdate ‘Because she always eats well,
therefore that girl is-healthy’; with coor-
dinate relational clause: #mdyfia ge lokdn’o,
iftekwé ac’ée lddo “That woman had-a-vice,
she-had-a lover in-another-place’,

Identity sentence with relative - clause:
nd?a sd lanwagdé wdasne 26yya fd?a “These-
are then the-cattle which there-aré here’;
with conditional clause: zdola: elpdnd’,
elpdndg? sal’é ‘I it’s-to- be~the-r1ver then
let-it-be-the-river’.

Location sentence with relatlve cla.use
tiizpe laxul xdal’e pdeepa layw’d “There-is
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the-house that my-son built’; with tem-
poral clause: ’ydn aw'dy? , miisi Hdnoma?
lolpdnke ‘When we-were children, our-
ranch was-on-the-bank-of the-river’.

Interrogative sentences are of two types:
Information questions, and Yes-or-no ques-
tions. Information questions are introduced
by an obligatory interrogative particle,
and are spoken with nonaffirmative infona-
tion, consisting of high pitch on the penult
and low piteh on the final syllable. Inter-
rogative particles inelude: #6s ‘what’, née
“who,” kdna ‘when’, zdape ‘where’, idzna
‘how much’, #A& (or ténsa) ‘why’. Yes-
or-no questions are optionally introduced
by #és ‘what’, and are spoken with interroga-
tive intonation, consisting of high pitch on
both the last two syllables.

Information question with temporal
clause: ténsa nd?c lowdié? #ézom’eddy?
kdda ndiiyooddgu? ‘Why are those girls
chattering every-time we go-by?'; with
conditional clause: zéold imd zd?7ii pdnk’éda,
tés yd ?éeddgo® ‘If you don’t have-a-baby,
what shall I do-to-you?’; with coordinate
stative clause: tés kiplftviifie lakdn'o kdsa
I'd “What is-the-name-of the-woman, she-
is-standing over-there?’; with information
asked about subject and temporal clause
included: née wdlwa? i’ xd?7ii fé?a londana
‘Who takes-care-of-you when your-mother
is'nt here?’; with relative clause expanding
goal: #iA¢ mae wmpdy?oda layzutt zdal’e
yd inkézma n’dspe ‘Why should-you-break
my-water-jar that I just went-and-bought?’

Yes-or-no questions are the same as
affirmative sentences in basie form, but are
made interrogative by the interrogative
intonation, and by the optional inclusion of
tés, which seems to be used in the sense of a
mild ‘well,” or ‘is it true that’, although it
may be used in an excited sentence of this
type with more exaggerated height of pitch
to add a meaning of ‘you don’t really mean
that . . .”” Examples: with basic subjective
action clause and causal subordinate clause:
tés 36zto? tdnto pdylvo ‘Well, did-you-get-
tired from-so-much running-around?’; with
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basic recipient clause and relative clause
expanding goal: és Payfidsps® elmdge pésu
zdal’e ?éertugil’ “Well, did-they-give-you
the-five pesos that they-owed?’; with hasic
hortatory clause and response-modal par-
ticle: ?dym’e &dwd? ‘Shouldn’t we maybe
go?’; with basic relational clause and loca-
tive subordinate clause: tés onézul’ zdape
lopizedd xzold?dy “What, do-you-have-a-
house where you-live in-your-town?’; with
basic location clause: s tizpe loidata
mdyfiegd ‘Say, is your-father there in-the-
cornfield?’; with basic transitive clause:
z6ypd tmd zoldffpe ‘Did you get-it-writien-
down?’; with basic intransitive clause:
kwdyriom’e Witrdate ciré? ‘Did his-father
really come?’

Negative sentences are of four types:
General Negative, Intensive Negative, Neg-
ative Question, and Negative Command.
The first two types are negative forms of any
affirmative sentence. General Negative is
introduced by mda ‘not’ and is spoken with
statement intonation. Intensive Negative
is introduced by #7 ‘not even’, and is
spoken with nonaffirmative intonation.
Negative Question is introduced by zd?7ii
‘not, no’ and is spoken with interrogative
intonation; it is the negative of yes-ormno
questions. Negative Command is also
introduced by =zd?A7 but has statement
intonation; it is the negative form of Im-
perative but differs by having the incom-
pletive form of the verb rather than the
imperative. Because of this difference of
form, plus the variety of negatives and of
intonation, it has been deemed more feasible
to treat negative sentences and clauses as
separate types rather than subtypes of the
respective affirmative, interrogative and
imperative types.

General Negative sentence with intransi-
tive principal clause and conditional sub-
ordinate clause: mda yd ?dym’a véola idnio
#%? ‘I’m not going if it’s-so hot’; with
recipient principal clause and relative

subordinate clause functioning as goal:
mda lpdypa layfidene wzdale md Imfipo
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‘My-mother didnt give-me what you told-
me’; with subjective action principal elause
and causal subordinate clause: mda ydnk’
Fushorménga lalpizedd? idnto elpiFik’ fdn
lddo ‘We dont stay-long in-our-town we
have so-much work-to-do here in-this-
place’; with quality principal clause and
relative subordinate clause expanding the
subject: mda P'é ciitvé xdal’e imdn koddy?
‘It isn’t true what you-all say’.

Intensive Negative sentence with transi-
five principal clause and causal subordinate
clauser idnto $uSpe Ud, 7 foshviupa Ufd-
ane ‘She stayed so-long there, she didn’t-
even remember her-mother’; with recipient
clause: #f el?éen’eduy oywariz ‘He doesn’t
even give-me a-party’; with subjective
action clause: #f xdygipa loypifelé® ‘My-
clothes didn’t even fade’; with relational
clause, and intransitive clause: 7 ipiimm’a
lawdata, pire Béoduy “The-girl doesn’t-even
have-any-sense, all-she-does is-play’; with
location clause and infransitive clause: 7§
tixpe lakulwé?, xoypa mdyfidpe “The-men
weren’t-even there, they-had-already left’.

Negative Question with recipient clause:
rd*fii  md, tdate, [’dyyoginge alposdde
‘Won’t you, sir, give-us a-place to-stay?’;
with intransitive recipient principal clause
and temporal subordinate clause: zd?#iz
poyyagblwe ldxd? W mdnda ‘Doesn’t
the-water leak-out-on-you when it-is-filled?’;
with coordinate intransitive elauses, one
affirmative and the other negative: xufi&
sdagom’a sdfi’t imd?, tige zd®dii $dagidd
‘And-so you will just eat, and this-one
isn’t to-eat?’

Negative Command with coordinate im-
peratives: lixéero, mayld?, ad®fi pdnzia
A'%? ‘Get-a move on (lit. quickly go),
don’t just sit-there’; zd?dii sagim’a, pdnzla
al¥i¥ ‘Don’t breathe, hold your breath!;
with coordinate subjective action clause:
xd?fis wasmm’a, A'adtm’e ‘Don’t put-it-in,
it-will be-too-much’. In occasional conver-
sation, & negative command may omit the
predicate if the sense is clear from context
in terms of the life situation: zd?#i maz-

mésa, mda fith’aia ‘Not on-the-table (ie.
don't put the baby on the table), it’s not
good’.

Negative subordinate clauses oceur in
any type of complex sentence; they are
introduced by zd?#A7 or contain zd?fit as
the negating particle. Example with nega-
tive condifional clause: xzéole xd?fit wréduy,
wiréduy mds astordke, zdu, §6%em’a lLiunkwa
‘If it doesn’t like-it, it-wants more incense,
oooh, the-fire will-sing’; with negative pur-
pose clause: fiAguy yd? loytwdye 7ik’ala
pdra zd?fi pém’e lawd? ‘T hold my-towel
tight so-that the-wind won’t take-it-off’;
with negative clause in indirect discourse:
képd md =xd?fii poéygowd pére piygowd
sal’é “You said it wasn't going-to-come-out
but it’s-coming-out all-right’.

4.3.2. DEPENDENT SENTENCES are of two
classes: Completive, and Sequentially
Marked.

Completive sentences are of two formal
types: those which consist of a single
predicative predicate by itself, and those
which consist of a concomitant. Both types
may function as Response dependent
sentences in conversational diseourse; only
the first type may function as a Sequence
dependent sentence in narrative discourse.

Sequentially Marked sentences consist
of any simple or complex sentence type
plus a sequence introducer such as ?dyive
‘and’, zdyye ‘thereupon’, zdypa ‘then,’
enibnse ‘so’, péro ‘but!, poréso ‘therefore’.

Obviously, when sentences are looked at
within a matrix of discourse rather than as
the top-level units of a language, many of
them are contextuslly conditioned. Much
more work needs to be done on a variety of
languages to find out more about the nature
of contextually conditioned, and therefore
dependent, sentences. Those which at this
stage are treated as dependent are the types
listed above which clearly show by their
structure that they are different from the
sentences previously described.

In illustrating Completive sentences, the
sentence on which they are dependent is
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given in parentheses, followed by the Com-
pletive sentence outside the parentheses.

Completive predicate-type sentences as
Responses: (tés ?*ipa low’d? “What happened-
to your-child?*) mdfpae ‘Had a fit’. (kwdym’a
c’titré los?dp? ‘Did your-older-sister really
come?’) kwdym’a ‘Came’, (M7 * xd?is
md m?dygéde? ‘Why shouldn’t you gor?)
kulvi? ‘Far'. (l.e. ‘it’s too far’).

Completive concomitant sentences as
Responses: (née pacépa® “Who made-it??)
iyd? 1. (zdape xdlgolénna? “Where do-they-
live?) Pd zdape Tina Stkyo “There in-the
home-of Tina Sikyo’. (tés zigdf'pé* ‘How
did-you-wake-up?’) 7itk’ate 4% ?dsa ‘Just
fine’, (wxéduy md ténz t¢?e? ‘Do you want-
it like this?’) zée idd, mdskesd ‘Sure thing,
no-makter-what’,

Response dependent sentences may also
consist of response particles, such as zée
‘ves’, xénd? ‘really?’, xd?fit ‘no,” &iwd? ‘you-
don’t-mean-it!’; or of subordinate clauses:
porsa, xdy, el?éepa epdimd? ‘Because, friend,
I-had a-fever’.

Completive predicate-type sentences are
found In narrative discourse as an after-
thought or amplification or explanation of g
previous independent sentence. They oceur
rather infrequently but are clearly set off by
final intonation eontours as being separate
gentences. Examples: (mdlooldope nda, fix-
fiz nda *ipa lird, 71t pélia fwzac’ ‘She-was-
terrified they-say, petfectly-white her-face
got, not-even a-drop of-blood’) pdyéizpe
“Was-scared’. (IMihwéeniillific nd?a zdypa
listo xdape sdge hkwdyfiefidzmoe “The-next-
day that-one was ready where this-one
usually-came’) w'éexposi ‘Hid-himself’. (apé-
nas Sagimpa idnto pdyCdzpe ‘He scarcely
revived he was so scared’) mdyfidpa ‘Went’.

Sequentially Marked sentences are found
both in conversational and narrative dis-
course, but generally in sequence with other
sentences. Occasionally one may occur as
the comment or question of one speaker

after the speech of another: ?dytva fés md:

366

LINGUISTICS

pacém’a &éa? ‘And-so, what are you going-
to-do now?’; péro mda yd tdy*pd I'é ‘But
I didn’t hear that’,

Other examples of Sequentially Marked
sentences: ?dyie weérse Wikwdana ‘And
his-fever is-very-high’; xdyya, Swéday las-
tordke ‘Next, they-count the-incense-sticks’;
xoypa, xoy®pold lfdske? “Then, he-called-
therm, his-children’; enténse fmdf’ipa lokwé?
‘And-go the-man woke-up’; pére moygi
moéygi ténzle pdeedily ‘But every day thus
she-was-doing’; poréso ?éedey guftviifie lvilv-
mélvy “Therefore they baptize their-money’.

4.4. Discourse TYPEs. There are two
major types of discourse: Conversation
and Narrative. Conversation is the alter-
naiing disecourse of two or more speakers.
Conversational sentences tend to be shorter
than narrative sentences, with speaker
units frequently beginning with. a comple-
tive sentence.

A sample conversation: A. w'dyive id
mdnapa layw’d. ‘My child was just about to
die’. B. #és ?ipa® ‘What happened?’ mdfpa.
‘Had a fit’. inxké insal’e *ipe loyw'a.
‘Who knows what happened to my child.

Another: A. xdsa, zdy, tés md pacépa
wréwild pwita® ‘Hello, friend, what did
you do a while ago this morning?’ B.
filtés, fipa yd? ‘Wothing, I ground corn’, A.
xd?Ait md céepa meemdyfie? ‘Didn’t you go
to the funeral?’” B. mde yd céepa. 1 didn’t
go’. A, tAci sal’é? ‘How come?’ B. safi’d,
‘Just because,’

Narrative discourse is the unitary dis-
course of a single individual. Formal narra-
tive is now restricted to the speech of the
marriage go-betweenin asking for the hand
of the bride, and the exhortation of the
godfather of the newlyweds at the wedding.
Informal discourse includes a variety of in-
structive, cultural and folklore material.

An example of earlier formal exhortation
is the speech formerly delivered by the
town president in the streets upon taking
office. It was direeted to the youth of the
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town, and my informant remembered it
from her younger days. Since the youth are
not addressed much in Chontal these days
until their marriage, such g speech is no
longer given.

mdyw’d, pén’elé loindana, lolté?asdns. lek’-
stAydgu Win?oyk’ oykdmon, pulvaylvé lotmdne?
pdre tmdnk’ wespik’ilvem’é andyds. xd?fii
wrdyfidota lontuwdid?, xd?fic wdgim’e lam-
bard?, k'#dold Mweald, zd*7ii ndnsela frita,
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xd?Ait ndnsete mdngu. xéole xdPAi, sdxhom’é
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‘My child, obey your mothers, obey
your elder brothers. When you see the
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so that you may give them the greefing of
God. Don’t jump into the cornfields, don’t
take away the poles, hunt for wood in the
hills, don’t steal fruit, don’t steal mangoes.
If not, you will find punishment, my child’.
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