








































































CHAPTER 8 

8.1. TRE OVERALL thmvxum OF n i ~  Hnnn VERB 
The verbal aystcm of Hindi is not overly complex in nature. A high praatap of 

Hindi verb forms arise through the combination of basic componmta by r e g k  
principles. Exceptions to the major verbal paradigms of the language am few .ad 
easily I d .  In comparison with the highly inflected verbal system of Clrrril 
Onek. Ldtin, or Sanskrit, the verbal system of Hindi is relatively simple and 
clear. 

'Ibe major grammatid cstcgoria that 6trndnm the verbal ryrtemof Hindi are 
those of aspect and h s c .  A large number of Hindi verbal forms exhibit markings for 
both of thac utgorios. The term acpect is to be understood ac indicating the nature 
of tbe action of a verb as to its beginning, dturtion. completion. or repetition, but 
without ref- to its position in time. Hindi displays three grammatical aspects, 
the habitual. the progressive (01 x)ntinuous), and the perfective. Each of thac aspects 
u cxpmsd by the explicit marking of verbal stems. Verbal forms inditing one of 
thee aspects a n  usually further 8pccificd for one of four tcascl, i.e., the present, part, 
presumptive, and subjunctive. The combinatioo of one of the three aspects with one of 
the four tensa I d s  to the production of one of twelve aspcctual-teaup (e.g., present- 
porfactive, psrt-habitual, presumptive-progrruive etc.). In addition, the Hindi ~ r b d  
system ILo pe& simple-perfective forma, in which a specification is given for aspect 
(i.e., prlative), but not for tense. A number of %on-arpcctual" verb forms are also 
found in Hindi. In thse no rpecihcation is given Psto whether a verbal action is 
bbitlul, progressive, or perfective. The most important of t h e  nonsrpcctual forms 
am the future, the root subjunctive, various imperative (command) forms, .nd the 
infinitive. A summary of thne membam of tho Hindi verbal ryakm k givm below': 

Root Snbjnnctivc 

Infinitive 

I. ThL l m o n  of Hlndi verbal l a m s  Is ao( mmplsts. OIIIW dlrtlaaiom of 1 b  Hlndi 
mhl mIun (as. adfw vn. pnnlve. umple vn. cumpound. sunpk vn mnjlm*) and maunr- 
tiam (a, mnjlmans, mnditlaml, prtldplca) us tmtcd a1 appmprum plvc. later in tbc t a t .  
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