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ABSTRACT

The work is a grammar of Mohawk, as spoken at the Akwesasne
(st. Regis) Reserve, The Reserve is located in southern Canada in
the provinces of Ontario and Quebec and in northern New York State,
Franklin County.

Mohawk is one of six Northern Iroquoian languages. It is spoken
today by people at six reserves in Canada and the United States. The
grammar is based on fieldwork carried out at Akwesasne during nine
months during the period from May 1969 through June 1971,

The grammar presents a synchronic descriptive analysis of Akwesasne
Mohawk, although diachronic information is also included. It contains
an introduction dealing with general characteristics of Mohawk, with
the definition of the word, and with word-formation. Chapters which
follow deal with a detailed discussion of phonemics and morphophonemics.
The major part of the grammar is concerned with the structure and use
of verbs. The different parts of Mohawk verbs are discussed: verb
bases, pronominal prefixes, verbal prefixes, and verbal suffixes,
Nominal constructions are slso explained. There are some statements
concerning syntax, although this is not a focus of the grammar.

Finally, the work includes ethnographic information, especially
as it relates to language use. In this context, the domain of kinship
terminology is discussed, both in terms of structure and usage.



SOMMATRE

Le présent travail est une grammaire de la langue Mohawk telle
que parlée sur la réserve d'Akwesasne (St. Regis). La réserve est
située a 1la frontiere canado-américaine, au sud des provinces du
Québec et de 1'Ontario et au nord de 1'Etat de New York, dans le
comté de Franklin,

La langue Mohawk est 1l'une des six qui forment le sous-groupe
linguistique "Iroquois du Nord.'" On la parle aujourdthui dans six
réserves du Canada et des Etats-Unis. Les données nécessaires a ce
travail ont été recueillies au cours de neuf mois de travail sur le
terrain, échelonnés sur une période allant de mai 1969 a juin 1971,

Cette grammaire est surtout une analyse descriptive synchronique
du Mohawk d'Akwesasne mais elle comporte aussi des données d'ordre
diachronique. L'introduction traite des caractéristiques générales
de 1la langue, de la définition du mot et de la formation des mots. Les
chapitres suivants concernent la phonétique et la morphophonétique.
La majeure partie de la grammaire traite de la structure et de ltemploi
des verbes, ainsi que de leurs principales composantes: les bases, les
préfixes pronominaux, les préfixes et les suffixes verbaux. On retrouvera
aussi l'explication des constructions nominales et un apergu de la
syntaxe, bien que ce ne soit pas 1la le but premier de cette étude.

Enfin le travail comprend des informations d'ordre ethnographique,
principalement en ce qui a trait a 1l'emploi de la langue; ainsi les
termes de parenté sont présentés autant du point de vue de leur

structure que de leur emploi.



PREF ACE

The publication in the Mercury Series of this grammar--the author's
doctoral dissertation for Columbia University--on the Akwesasne (St.
Regis) dinlect of Mohawk adds to the resurgence of interest in Iroquoian
languages that has been gaining momentum during the last decade. The
grammar is one of three recent papers by Dr. Bonvillain. Her Mohawk
and English Dictionary has already been published by the New York State
Education Department, and she is preparing a teaching grammar for use
in the schools.

A Grammar of Akwesasne Mohawk will serve a number of purposes, It
should provide scholars with close descriptive data for one northern
Iroquoian language, and this is welcome at a time when comparative
interest is running high. Just as important are the possible uses of
the grammar by the Mohawk people themselves, Further, as everyone
knows, language exists in a socisl and cultural context, and the author
has gone beyond description of linguistic structure alone to include
discussion of the Akwesasne speech community, the changing use of
kinship terms and some of the phonological changes-that have resulted
from contact with European languages.

Michael K, Foster
Iroquoian Ethnologist
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A GRAMMAR OF AKWESASNE MOH AWK

1.0, INTRODUCTORY: AKWESASNE

1.1. Mohawk is 2 northern Iroquoian language spoken by Mohawk
Indians at six reserves in Canada and the United States: Akwesasne
(St. Regis) Reserve, located partly in upper New York State and partly
in the Canadian provinces of Ontario and Quebec; Six Nations Reserve,
located in Ontario; Gibson Reserve, Ontario; Tyendinags Reserve,
Ontario; Oka Reserve, Quebec; and Caughnawaga Reserve, Quebec,

According to Canadian government documents,l the following figures

represent the populations of these reserves for 1970:

Akwesasne 29632
Caughnawaga 4514
Gibson 206
Oka 777
Six Nations 86803
Tyendinaga 2111

The figure for the population on the New York State area of

Akwesasne is: 2,22?.L

1 Linguistic and Cultural Affiliations of Canadian Indian Bands.
Publication of the Department of Indian Affairs and Northern
Development, Indian Affairs Branch, Ottawa, 1970.

2 fThis figure represents only the residents of the portion of the
Akwesasne Reserve which is located in Canads.

3 This figure represents the entire population of the Six Nations
Reserve which consists of members of the Mohawk, Seneca, Oneida, Onondaga,
Cayuga, and Tuscarora Nations.

State of New York, State Interdepartmental Committee on Indian Affairs:
The Indian Today in New York State, page 4. Albany: 1970.




These figures represent the number of people residing at each

reserve and not necessarily the number of speakers of Mohawk.

1.2, Akwesasne Reserve
The Akwesasne Reserve is located, as mentioned above, jointly

in upper New York State (Franklin County) and in the Canadian provinces
of Ontario and Quebec (see map, page 9). The people of Akwesasne are
historically, linguistically, and culturally one people and see
themselves as such, The divisions among them into two national
territories and two provincial territories within Canada are viewed as,
and in reality are, arbitrary delineations imposed by the respective
national governments,

There are four geographically distinct parts of Akwesasne (see
map): 1. Cornwall Island, Ontario, located in the St. Lawrence
River between New York State and the Canadian province of Ontario;
2, St. Regis Village, Quebec, located on a peninsula between the St.
Lawrence River and the St. Regis River; 3, Snye, Quebec, located
on the southern shore of the St., Lawrence River; and 4. the portion
of Akwesasne located in New York State and containing areas known as
State Road, Cook Road, St. Regis Road, Raquette, and Hogansburg., 1In
addition, numerous islands in the St. Lawrence River east of Cornwall

Island in the province of Quebec form part of Akwesasne.

1.3. The Mohawk Language at Akwesasne
The grammar which follows is based on the Mohawk language
as spoken at Akwesasne, It is difficult to estimate the number of
people at Akwesasne who are speakers of Mohawk. However, a number of

generalizations can be offerred. People of middle age or older are
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almost certain to be Mohawk speakers. With younger people, especially
in their teens or younger, there is great variability. Some children
grow up bilingual in Mohawk and English while others speak only English,
A small number of children spesk only Mohawk until they enter school.
However, it seems that among children under 15 years of age, the
majority speak only English, although many of these are able to
understand Mohawk,

In addition to age, geographical residence on the Reserve seems
to be a factor in the number of Mohawk speakers, In general, of the
four major geographic areas (see 1,2. above), a higher proportion of
the residents of Snye and Cornwall Island are speskers of Mohawk than
those people living in St. Regis Village and New York State. This
general difference in percentage of speakers refers mainly to the
younger people -- those in their twenties or younger -- since almost
all of the people of Akwesasne over 30 years of age speak Mohawk.

Most people at Akwesasne speak English, although some old
people and a few pre-school children speak only Mohawk. French is
spoken by some Akwesasne residents, also generally older people,

There has been much concern expressed recently about the decrease
in the general use of the Mohawk language at Akwesasne and about the
inability of many young people to speak their language. This concern
has been expressed along with the resurgence of many aspects of traditional
Mohawk culture. And both of these concerns have arisen with the
awakening and strengthening of pride in the people's identity as
Indian and as Mohawk,

Encouragement of the use of the Mohawk language has been concretely

evidenced by the inclusion of the teaching of Mohawk in the curriculum
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of the three elementary schools on.the Canadian side of the Reserve.

These schools are located one each on Cornwall Island, St. Regis
Village, and Snye. Language courses were begun in the spring of 1969
at these schools and have continued to the present, although with some
interruptions., Classes in the Mohawk language were begun in the spring
of 1971 at Salmon River Central High School in New York State. Mohawk
students from Akwesasne account for approximately 50% of the total
school enrollment at Salmon River Central. The languasge classes,
taught by an Akwesasne Mohawk speaker and teacher, are optional for the
entire school, The great majority of the students in the classes are

Mohawk although a few white students also attend,”
1.4. Linguistic Fieldwork

1.4.1. Length of Field Stay
The fieldwork for the grammar was conducted at the
Akwesasne Reserve during nine months during the period from May 1969

through June, 1971.

1.4.2. Informants
Three regular informants were employed in the study.
During the period of fieldwork, an average of five hours per day for five
days per week were spent in elicitstion., 1In addition to these
three informants, many other Akwesasne residents were consulted

concerning the language.

> One "official"™ problem in instituting language courses at the
schools has been the scarcity of Mohawk speakers who have teaching
certificates, This requirement, existing in both Canada and the
United States, has unnecessarily stood in the way of comprehensive
innovations in the schools serving Akwesasne in terms of both
language and culture courses,
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Of the regular informants, work was done predominantly with B.F.,
a woman in her late 30's. She is fluent in both Mohawk and English and
also has some knowledge of French, having at one time studied in a
French-run boarding school in Quebec. The two other regular informants,
M.T. and M.T.T., are both women in their 60's, Both are fluent in
Mohawk and English, All of the informants are able to read and write,
to some extent, the form of written Mohawk introduced by Jesuit

missionaries in the 17th century.

1.4.3., Elicitation
Three major types of elicitation procedures were employed
in the fieldwork: single-word elicitation, sentence-elicitation, and
text-elicitation. Research began with simple single-word elicitation
but rapidly expanded to include phrase- and sentence-elicitation.

At several points in the fieldwork, reference was made to the two
available studies of other northern Iroquoian languages.6 These works
were used in a few instances as guidelines to what kinds of structures
could be expected to come up in the elicitation of Mohawk.

The bulk of the elicitation, especially with the main informant,
B,F., was based on the use of text, This method was found to be highly

productive since it presented a large portion of "real speech" and

6 Chafe, Wallace, Seneca Morphology and Dictionary. Washington, DC:
Smithsonian Press, 1967,

Lounsbury, Floyd. Oneida Verb Morphology. Yale University
Publications in Anthropology No. 48, 1953.

The work of Psul Postal (see bibliography) was not consulted as the
basis for this grammar.

Also, note should be made that, for the most part, the terminology
used in this grammar to label Mohawk affixes is consistent with the
terminology that is generally accepted for Iroquoian languages and
used in the cited works.
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thus enabled the elicitation of many structures which do not readily
appear in isolated utterances.

A number of types of text was used. One was stories and
narratives of actual events, Another was recipes or descriptions of
how to make or do things. A third was the use of existing materials
written in Mohawk script. And a fourth was the use of actual taped
conversations between several people which was then transcribed.
This last type of text was perhaps the singly most effective for
elicitation although all types were invaluable,

A1l text material was then used as the basis of detailed
paradigmatic elicitation of particular verbal, nominal, and syntactic

constructions.



2.0, INTRODUCTORY: LANGUAGE

As mentioned in 1.1. above, Mohawk is a northern Iroquoian
language. The other northern Iroquoian languages are: Oneida, Onondaga,
Cayuga, Seneca, and Tuscarora, A related Iroquoian language, called
southern Iroquoisn, is Cherokee, Of these, Mohawk is most closely
related to Oneida. Although Mohawk and Oneida have many similar words

in common, they are not mutually intelligible.

2.1, Iroquoian
According to Lounsbury, the approximate time depth for the
Iroquoian language family is LOOO years. The approximate time depth
for the divergence of the northern and southern Iroquoian languages is
2500 years. And the approximate time depth for the divergence of

Mohawk and Oneida is 1000 years.l

2.2, Mohawk
The grammar which is presented in the present work is based

on the language spoken at Akwesasne., Akwesasne Mohawk is one of six
mutually-intelligible dialects of Mohawk which are spoken at six reserves
in southern Canada and northern New York State (see 1.0, above.).

Since these dialects are, by definition, mutually-intelligible,
most of the grammatical rules governing Akwesasne Mohawk are also
applicable in the other Mohawk dialects., However, there are certain

phonological, morphophonemic, and lexical differences. Therefore,

1 Lounsbury, Floyd. Seminar in Iroquoian Linguistics., Yale
University. March 1971,
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unless otherwise stated, the term "Mohawk'" used throughout this work
refers specifically to Akwesasne Mohawk., Research is currently being
carried out and a grammar is being prepared of the Caughnawaga dialect
of Mohawk. It will be very interesting and useful to pursue comparative
studies among the various Mohawk dialects as the material becomes

available,
2.3. Language

2.3.1. Principles of Language
A language is a system of systems which interact and
are interrelated in all areas of sound, structure, and meaning.

The importance of language lies in its function in communication.
Indeed, it is the only systematic means of communication available or
even conceivable, As such, the pivotal area of language in its
function as communication is the semantic area , or area of meaning.
Features and rules of sound and structure in language determine the
forms by which meaning is communicated. Study is made of such
linguistic rules in order to determine the ways in which the semantic
organization of the language is'conveyed. However, a study of
phonological and structural rules without the relation of such rules
to semantics, is, in all ways, meaningless.

The present grammar, then, will proceed as follows:

1. an introductory discussion of the definition and

delineation of words will be given in 2.4. and 2.5.
below;

2. a description of the sound system of Mohawk will be

given in Chapter 3;
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3. a discussion of general morphophonemic rules will be
given in Chapter L;

L. a discussion of linguistic systems and rules applicable
to verbs will be given in Chapters 3 through 6;

5. a discussion of linguistic systems and rules applicable
to nouns will be given in Chapter 9.

A detailed study of syntax is not within the scope of this
grammar, However, syntactic relationships are of great relevance to
the specification of the semantics of the morphological affixes. The
semantic labels given to the affixes in the following chapters are
therefore to be understood as temporary. They are generally consistent
with 1labels in the literature of Iroquoian languages. A more exact
specification of the semantics of verbsl and nominal affixes awaits a

fuller treatment of the syntax of Mohawk.

2.3.2. A Note on Terminology
The general discussion of language in the preceding

section (2,3. above) should make it clear that language is not
conceived of in terms of strict levels. That is, the systems of sound,
structure, and semantics are not seen to comprise discrete, isolable
levels of language, but rather are seen to interact and be interrelated
throughout. However, aspects of sound, structure, and semantics can be
isolated at some points in a discussion of individual units., That is,
levels of language can be labelled in the process of an analysis and
description. These labels are useful in referring to certain systems
of linguistic phenomena which do differ in important respects. The

important point to keep in mind is that such linguistic "levels'" are
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not separate but are thoroughly interrelated and interacting.

The following terms will be used in this work:

l‘

2.

L.

5.

6.

phonemics:

phoneme:

the linguistic system of the organization of souna.
3 minimal range unit of sound which can be
specified in terms of articulatory and/or acoustic
features; it functions in the differentiation of
meaning although it contains no inherent meaning

in itself,

morphophonemics: the linguistic system of rules which operate

morphology:

morpheme:

syntax:

in the organization of sound, Rules of morphophonemics
account for the phonological adjustments of
morphemes when they co-occur in adjacent positions
as the result of morpheme combinations within a
word,

the linguistic system of the organization of units
of sound and meaning within a unit called a "word"
(see 2.4, below.).
a minimal unit of sound and meaning whose phonemes
cannot be further segmented and assigned to
meanings, A morpheme may represent a single
semantic component (e.g. lst person singular
subject) or it may contain a unity of semantic
components (e.g. 1lst person singular subject and
2rnd person singular otject).

the linguistic system of relationships and

Juxtapositions of words within multi-word

constructions.
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7. semantics: the linguistic system of meaning.

Again, these terms are used as defined but they do not represent
separate "levels," Rather, they are the means of labelling specific
interrelated and inseparable systems of language in order to specify

the characteristics of each and discuss their interaction.

2.3.3. A Note on Symbols
The symbols employed in the present work zre as follows:

/ / : phonemic brackets; symbols written between such
brackets are phonemes.

[ ] : phonetic brackets; symbols written between such
brackets represent phones,

{ } : norphemic brackets; symbols written within such
brackets constitute a morpheme or a morpheme
cluster,

/ ___ : "in the environment of'"; for example: /t/ —> d/_V,
i.e. the phoneme /t/ is realized as its allophone
[d] in the environment described as "preceding a
a vowel,"

—> ¢ M"is realized as'; see example above.
2.4. Definition of the Word

2.4,1. The Mohawk word can be defined on the basis of
phonological, morphophonemic, morphological, syntactic, and semantic

characteristics.

2.4.11, Phonological Characteristics

In terms of phonology, a Mohawk word can be defined
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as a sequence of phonemes which are isolated from other sequences of
phonemes by features of juncture, or pause, both at the beginning and
at the end of the sequence, The sequence of phonemes comprising a

word is also accompanied by suprasegmental features of vowel length and
stress, In Mohawk, the features of vowel length is optional; that is,
a word does not necessarily have to contain a long vowel, The feasture
of stress is obligatory, however, All Mohawk words? must contain one
and only one stressed vowel, The determination of the placement of
stress within the word is complex and will be discussed in detail in
3.7.1. below, Generally, though, stress is placed on the penultimate
vowel, Most exceptions to this general rule can be accounted for by
subsidiary rules which shift stress from the penultimate to a preceding

vowel (see 3,7.2. for the conditions of this adjustment.).

2.4.12, Morphophonemic Characteristics
In terms of morphophonemics, a Mohawk word can be

defined as a unit within which morphophonemic rules are applied. That
is, morphophonemic rules are relevant only within a word and not between
words, These rules result in the phonological adjustments of separate
morphemes as they co-occur and are combined within the boundaries of a
word, They do not apply across syntactic sequences,

Mohawk, as all other Iroquoian languages, is characterized by
great complexity on the morphophonemic level., The rules which make
up the morphophonemic system will be discussed in Chapter 4 and in other

appropriate sections of the grammar,

2 There are certain particles (see Appendix A) which occur
unstressed,



2.4.13. Morphological Characteristics
In terms of morphology, a Mohawk word can be
defined as a unit characterized by the presence and arrangement of
members of a specific number of morpheme classes., The ordering and
membership of these classes depend upon the type of word concerned.
That is, nouns and verbs are generally characterized by being composed
of members of different morpheme classes (see 2,5. below.).

Morphemic brackets are used as defined in 2.3.3, above. That
is, they encompass segments which are either monomorphemic or morpheme
clusters, A morpheme cluster so designated is a fused unit which
functions externally as a single morphemic unit although historically
it msy be composed of a cluster of separate semantic components. For
example, certain pronominal prefixes are treated functionally as single
morphemes while it is recognized that they are composed of specific
morphemic clusters, Most subjective pronominal prefixes for non-
singular subjects contain a component for person and a component for
number (see 6.4, below). Each cluster of these components representing
a specific pronominal prefix is treated as a fused unit since it
functions as such,

In sum, then, a unit which is called a morpheme may be either a
monomorphemic segment or s cluster of morphemic components. Both
types of "morphemes'" are labelled and treated identically because they

are functionally identical.

2.4.14. Syntactic Characteristics
In terms of syntax, a Mohawk word can be defined

as a unit which functions as a unit of sound and meaning in lineal



relationships with other similarly constructed and defined units.
A discussion of Mchawk syntax will not be included in the present
grammar, although certain syntactic points will be mentioned as they

relate to other aspects of the language.

2.4,15, Semantic Characteristics
In terms of semantics, a Mohawk word can be defined
as a unit of sound which is associated with a particular meaning or
meanings, Different types of words, i.e. verbs and nouns, can be
characterized by different general semantic components (see 2.5.

below, ).

2.4.,2, Syllables
A syllable is defined as a minimal sequence of sound
which is sble to be accompanied by suprasegmental features of length,
stress, and pitch, By definition, then, a syllable must minimally be
characterized by the presence of a vowel since vowels are able to
co~occur with features of length, stress, and pitch whereas Mohawk

consonants are not so able,

2.4.21, Syllables in Mohawk can be discussed in terms
of the following:
1. vowel-initialj and

2, consonant-initial,

2.4.211, A vowel-initial syllable is minimally
a unit comprised of a single vowel: V, It may also be a unit comprised
of a bi-vocalic cluster,

Vowel-initial syllables may be open or closed. That is, if open,
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they end with a vowel (in which case they contain only a single vowel
or a bi-vocalic cluster); if closed, they end with a consonant or
consonant cluster,

Vowel-initial syllable types attested in the data are:

open: )
Vv

closed: VC VVCC
vve vcee
vce VvCCe

A combined formula can be written for vowel-initisl syllables
which accounts for both open and closed syllables:
v(v)(c)(c)(c)
The obligatory member of a vowel-initial syllable is V. "V" may
be represented by one or two vowels, Closed syllables may end with

from one to three consonants.

2.L4.212., A corsonant-initial syllable is minimally

A unit of a single consonant followed by a single vowel: CV. It, too,
may be open or closed; that is, it may end with either a vowel (open)
or a consonant (closed), Such a syllable may begin with either a
single consonant or a consonant-cluster and may end with either a
vowel, a bi-vocalic cluster, a single consonant, or a consonant-cluster,

A combined formula can be written for consonant-initial syllables
which accounts for both open and closed syllables:

c(c)(cyv(v)(ci(ci(c)
The obligatory members of a consonant-initial syllable are CV,.

"C" may be represented by from one to three consonants and "V'" may be
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represented by one or two vowels, C(losed syllables may end with from

one to three consonants.

2,4.22, Syllables in Mohawk can co-occur with
suprasegmental features of length, stress, and pitch., These features
are carried by the vocalic elements in the syllables,

Syllables, that is, vowels, may be long or short and may be
stressed or unstressed. Restrictions exist in Mohawk concerning the
number of syllables within s single word which can be long or
stressed, Restrictions also exist concerning the co-occurrences of
length and stress within s syllable., (see 3,7, for a discussion of

suprasegnental features and co-occurrences, )

2.5, Formation of the Word

Mohawk words are formed out of members of a specific number
of morpheme classes, The morpheme classes which apply depend upon the
type of word which is constructed. There are three major word types
in Mohawk:

1. Verbs

2. Nouns

3. Particles

They will be discussed in turn below.

2.5.1, Verbs
By far the largest number of words in Mohawk are of the
verb word-type. Verbs comprise the central statistical, structural, and
semantic type in Mohawk. A verb can be defined on the basis of both

structural and semantic properties.
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2.5.11. In terms of semantics, a verb contains elements
of meaning which fundamentally convey the idea of an action or state.
Mohawk verbs basically consist of the following semantic components:

1. the specification of the action or state;
2. the specification of the subject (agent) and/or the
object (beneficiary) of the action or state; and
3. modifications of the action or state in terms of components

of mode, aspect, time, space, number, etc,

2,5.12, In terms of structure, a verb contains members
of specific morphological classes which are particular to verbs. The

basic outline of a Mohawk verb is:

Verbal Pronominal Verb Verbal
Prefix Prefix Base Suffix

The verbal prefix class contains modal and non-modal prefixes
(see Chapter 7); the pronominal prefix class contains prefixes
designating the subject, object, and/or the co-occurrence of a
particular subject and a particular object (see Chapter 6); the verb
base class contains reflexive components, verb roots, and incorporated
noun roots (see Chapter 5); and the verbal suffix class contains verb
root suffixes, aspect suffixes and attributive suffixes (see Chapter 8).

As a class, the verbal prefix class is optional; that is, a verb
can be constructed without the presence of any member of the verbal
prefix class., The class of verbal suffixes is also optional, some
verbs being constructed without a member of the verbal suffix class.
The other two classes are obligatory; that is, a properly constructed

verb must contain at least one member of each of the classes of pronominal
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prefix and verb base, (For discussions of obligatory and optional
members of each class and co-occurrences of members within each class,

see the appropriate sections in Chapters 5 through & below.)

2.5.2. Nouns?
The second major word-type is the noun. In Mohawk,
nouns are statistically fewer and structurally simpler than are verbs.
However, they, too, can be defined on the basis of both structursl and

semantic properties.

2.5.21. In terms of semantics, a formal noun cortains
elements of meaning which fundamentally labtel a person, animal, place,
or thing. Mohawk nouns also may contain semantic components which

specify persor, gender, number, condition, location, etc.

2,5.22, In terms of structure, a noun contains members
of specific morphological classes which are particular to nouns. The

basic outline of a Mohawk noun is:

Prefix Stem Suffix

Nominal J‘Noun Norinal

The nominal prefix class contains prefixes which specify the word
as a noun and/or modify the noun in terms of person, number, and
relation to verbs and to other nouns; the noun stem class contains a

single noun root or corpound of noun roots; and the nominal suffix

3 This discussion of Mohawk nouns refers to formal nouns, i.e., words
which contain nominal morphological features. Morphological verbs
which function as nouns are discussed under verbs. See Chapter 9
for a further discussion of formal nouns,
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class contains suffixes which specify the word as a noun and/or modify
the novn in terms of person, number, attribute, location, or relation
to verbs and to other nouns, (see Chapter 9.)

As a class, the nominal suffix class is optional; that is, a
noun can be constructed without the presence of any member of the
nominal suffix class, The other two classes are obligatory; that is,
a properly constructed noun must contain at least one member of each
of the classes of nominal prefix and noun stem. (For a discussion of
obligatory and optional members of each class and co-occurrences of
members within each class, see the appropriate sections in Chapter 9

below, )

2,5,3, Particles
The last word-type is the particle. In Mohawk, particles
are statistically few and structurally simple. However, certain of

their structural and semantic properties can be discussed.

2.5.31, In terms of semantics, a particle generally
expresses ideas of relationships between, and modifications of, other
word-types (i,e. of verbs and nouns). Particles basically express

temporal and spatial relationships and modifications.

2.5.32, In terms of structure, a particle can really
only be defined negatively. That is, a particle is usually a comparatively
short sequence of phonemes and morphemes which does not share any of
the structural features of verbs or of nouns,
Particles will not be discussed in any detail in the present grammar,

although they occur in some examples of verbal and nominal constructions.

(However, see Appendix A for a list of Mohawk particles.)
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3.0. PHONEMICS

3.1. Inventory of Consonant Phonemes

There are ten consonant phonemes in Mohawk:

Place of Articulation

“ Apico- | Blade- ‘ Blade- !Dorso- Glottal
Mlveolar Alveolar ! Palatal Velar

]
Obstruents: ! I
Stops t ! : k ?
1
Affricates 3
Spirants | . s § f h

T .
i : !

Resonants:

UOT3ETNOTRIY" JO JSUUBK

Nasals i n |

Laterals % 1 ‘

. i
Semi - | | y W
Vowels i ‘

3.1.1 Description of Obstruent Consonants

3.1.11. Stops
The two stops, an apico-alveolar /t/

and a dorso-velar /k/, occur both voiceless ( [t], [k] ) and
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voiced ([d], lg]) according to the following rules:

stop /t /N_avoiced [gl /__(wy) Vv

voiceless ;E

|/

___C (non-Semi-Vowel)

(w) #

The allophones Ltj and (k] are voiceless and strongly

aspirated at the end of a word or before another consonant,

except when before a consonant identical to itself where it

occurs voiceless but unaspirated; that is, in the clusters

/-tt-/ and /-kk-/, the first stop is unaspirated.

The allophones Ld] and |g] are voiced and released.

For example:

voiced:

/oli:te?/
/otahsa/
/tékeni/
/oy :kala/

/ké:lis/

voiceless:

/sahset/
/ohyétsah/
[wisk/

/3iks/

Loli:de? |
Lodéhsaj
ldégeni |
Loyé:galaj

Lef:1lis |

Lz4hset |
Lohyétsah |
{wisk |

Ljiks

"pigeon"
"tail"
"two"
"shirt"

"stocking"

"Hide it!
"chin"
"five"

"fly"

(Sg. )u

The distribution of the stop /t/ is restricted to some

extent.

It never occurs before the semi-vowels /y/ and /w/.

The underlying sequences ¥/ty/ is in all cases represented on

the surface by the sequence /ky/. The surface /ky/ therefore
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may represent underlying /ky/ or underlying */ty/ sequences,
The sequence */tw/ is represented on the surface as /tew/ (see

4.2.14. below.).

For example:
/ohné :kwa/ Lohné: gwa | "cheek"
/kydhtu/ L gydhdu | "nine"
From an underlying s/ty/ 1

*/vkétyv/ — /vkakyv/ —————— [vgégyv'

-

"T111 sit down"
¥/atyd:tawih/—— |akyi:tawih | — Lagyé:dawih]
"garment"

The third Mohawk stop, a glottal /?/, is sometimes released
with aspiration when occurring at the end of a word. Glottal /?/
occurs as glottal stricture before all words beginning with a vowel.
However, it is not written in this initial position since its
occurrence there is predictable and therefore non-phonemic.

Examples of words with phonemic /?/ are:

/o0ji?tv:?a/ "pird"

/éhta?/ ""shoe"

Most underlying */ty/ clusters derive from the combination of the
reflexive/reciprocal morpheme § -at- } and a noun or verb stem
beginning with /-y/. In the examples given, the underlying
*/vkdt v? "I'1]l sit down" can be analyzed as: { v-.} future mode;
) k- { 1lst person singular subjective pronominal prefix; { -at }
reflexive; {—yv verb root meanineg "place.put". Similarly, the
underlying */atyé:tawih/ "garment" can be analyzed as: f ate
reflexive; \.ayé:ta- } noun stem meanine "body': and -wih} verb
stem "to give". These prefixes. stems and roots will be
discussed further in the appropriate chapters below.
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3.1.12. Affricate
Only one affricate consonant occurs in
Mohawk: a blade-palatal /j/. It occurs in accordance with the
following phonological rule:
affricate /j/ — voiceless LgJ/C___y,i

voiced _j)/ elsewhere

The voiced allophone [j] sometimes occurs following a glottal
/?/ bvefore /y/ or /i/ in free variation with the voiceless allo-
phone Lcj.

The affricate /j/ is palatal in all of its occurrences
although its palatal quality may be stronger when it precedes
the palatal semi-vowel /y/ or the palatal vowel /i/.

Examples of words with the affricate /j/ are:

/ojl:3a/ Loji:ja | "flower"
/3iks/ Liiks ] "Lyt
/ah3j{ha/ Lahc{ha] "garters"

3.1.13. Spoirants
The spirant /s/ is a blade-alveolar obstruent.
It occurs in accordance with the following phonological rule:
spirant /s/ —> voiced LZJ/V___V
#_ v

voiceless |s ]/ elsewhere:_ C
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For example:

/so:lah/ Lz6:1ah | "duck!"
/onisela/ Lonizela | "shelf™
/kahnthsa ?/ | gahnihsa? | "house"
/stitha/ | sdu:ha | "3 little bit"
/jiks/ Ljiksj nfly"

In some instances, there is free variation betyeen the
voiced allophone Lz] and the voiceless allophone [s] when in
initial position before a vowel and when following a glottal
/?/ before a vowel.

For some speakers, there is a tendency for the alveolar
/s/ to become a palatal Lé] in the environment /___i. For example:

/ohsi :na/ Lohs{ :na | "leg"
/ahsile?/ Lahsile? | "shawl"
Both the alveolar and palatal articulations of /s/ are acceptable

and occur in this environment.

A morphophonemic rule applies to the cluster of alveolar
/s/ and palatal /y/. It is:
s/ + *yl— [3/°
The affricate consonant /j/ which occurs in place of the
inadmissable cluster */sy/ is characterized by the blade arti-

culation of /s/ and the palatal articulation of /y/.

The symbol /j/ may therefore represent both the simple phoneme
/j/ and the morphophonemically derived /3/, resulting from the
combination of the vhonemes /5/ and /y/. The one symbol /i/ is
used in both cases since the two segments are phonetically
identical.
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For example:
/téjak/ "Break it in one break! (sg.)"
This form comes from an underlying */tésya?k/ and can be analyzed
as: &\te- l duplicative prefix; {A-s- § 2nd person singular subjective
pronominal prefix; and {—ya‘?k} verb stem meaning '"break". (These

prefixes, stems, and suffixes will be discussed further in the

appropriate chapters below.)

The spirant /h/ is a voiceless glottal obstruent. Examples

of words in which /h/ occurs are:

/kahmihsa ?/ "house"
/h\;/ "yes!"
3.1.2, Description of Resonant Consonants

3.1.71. Nasal

There is only one nasal consonant phoneme
in Mohawk: an apico-alveolar /n/. It occurs in accordance with
the following phonological rule:
nasal /n/ voiceless ng/?___#
voiced _nJ/ elsewhere
For example:
/nt:wa?/ Lmi:wa? | "now"
/a?V:na/ La?V:na | ""bow and arrow"

/tésta?n/ Ldésda?g] "Stand up! (sg.)"
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3.1.22. Lateral

There is only one lateral consonant in
Mohawk: an apico-alveolar /1/. It occurs voiced except that it
becomes voiceless in final position within a word. In this envir-
onment, the lateral /1/ is followed by aspiration or "breath."

Examples of words with the lateral /1/ are:

/lattha?/ "he"

/kahlu?/ "cradleboard"
/éhlal/ "dog"
/oj{:nekwal/ "yellow, orange"

There is some variability in the sequences of resonant + h
or of h + resonant. That is, certain words with underlying /h +
resonant + h/ sequences may appear with the preceding or follow-

ing /-h-/ deleted. For example:

/akya?tahna?/ "belt"

/akya?tanha?/ "helth

/atkaladhna?/ "goggle, eyeglasses"
/atkalanha?/ "goggle, eyeglasses'"
/ahjinha?/ "garters"

/ahjiha?/ "garters"
/yetstahléhsta?/ "shingles"
/yetstalhéhsta?/ "shingles"

/yekutselahléhsta?/ "paintbrush"

/yekutselalhohsta?/ "paintbrush"
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Generally, in these examples, older informants tended to
use the /resonant + h/ sequences while younger informants tended

to use the /h + resonant/ sequences,

3.1.73, Semi-Vowels

The blade-palatal /v/ is a voiced semi-vowel.
It is voiced in all of its occurrences. However, its distribution
is restricted by the following morphophonemic rule:
®/s/ + */y/—/3/ (see 2.1.13. above)
Examples of words with the semi-vowel /y/ are:
/y4 yak/ Msix"

/kv:yeh/ "grease"

The dorso-velar semi-vowel /w/ occurs according to the follow-
ing phonological rule:
semi-vowel /w/— voiceless [gj/___#
voiceless [f]/ _h
voiced [w]/ elsewhere

For example:

[wisk/ | wi'sk | "five"
/owf:la?/ Low{:1a? | "baby. infant"
/o?whahsa/ Lo?fahsa | "skirt"

/té :sekw/ Ldé:zekg] "pick it up! (sg.)"
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3.2. Distribution of Consonant Phonemes
The following statements account for the distribution

of consonant phonemes:

1. All consonant phonemes occur in word-initial
position.

2. All consonant phonemes occur medially in words.

3. The following consonant phonemes occur word-
finally: /t/, /x/, /*/, /s/, /v/, /n/, /1/, /y/ and /w/. The
palatal affricate /3j/ does not occur in final position in words.

L. Clusters of two consonants may occur word
initially, medially, and finally.

5. Clusters of more than two consonants do not
occur initially in words.

6. Clusters of three or four consonants may occur
medially in words.

7. Tri-consonantal clusters occur finally in
words, but rarely in this position.

8. Clusters of more than three consonants do not

occur finally in words.

The following is a chart of the bi-consonantal clusters
in the data (clusters written /CC/ occur initially and/or

medially; those written /-CC/ ocecur only medially):
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3.3. Peripheral Phonemic Consonants

3.3.1.

Description of Peripheral Phonemic Consonants

In addition to the ten consonant phonemes described

above, there are two consonant phonemes which are of limited

occurrence in Akwesasne Mohawk and are considered peripheral.
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They are:
Place of Articulation
Bj-labial
Obstruent: Stop P
Resonant: Nasal m

The bi-labial stop sound /p/ occurs in accordance with the
following phonological rule:

stop /o/ —— b/_V

p/ _03
For example:
/aplam/ (apldm | "Abram, Abraham"
/papa?/ (baba? | "Papa'
/lapéhpot/ L labshbot | "catfish; bullhead"

The bi-labial nasal sound /m/ always occurs voiced,

It is interesting to consider the problem of whether the stop
sourd /p/ follows the allophonic pattern of the stop phoneme
/t/ or /k/. The question revolves around the occurrence of
/p/ before semi-vowels. No such cluster is attested in the
data. However, there are two possible reasons for this lack:
one, that the clusters %py and *pw are restricted from occur-
ing (as the clusters */ty/ and #/tw/ are restricted); and two,
that since the sound /p/ is of limited occurrence the possible
clusters *py and *pw simply have not been attested. It is
impossible to make any judgments on the merits of either of
these alternatives. They have been suggested in order to bring
up the problem of the distribution of peripheral sounds which
are of foreign origin.
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For example:
/majis/ "matches"

/thamthaks/ "thumbtacks"
3.3.2. Origin and Restriction

Both bi-labial consonants /p/ and /m/ are of
limited occurrence in Mohawk, attested only in words of foreign,
i.e. French and English, origin. Aside from the question of origin,
there are a number of specific considerations which point to the
peripheral nature and function of these consonants in the sound

system of Mohawk.

3.3.21. One consideration is based on knowledge
of the phonemic systems of other northern Iroquoian languages.
In none of these do bi-labial consonant phonemes occur.h Com-
parative and historical material also establishes the phonemic
system of proto-Iroquoian as one which lacks bi-labial consonants.5
The fact that these sounds are considered phonemic, although

peripheral, in Akwesasne Mohawk, indicates their relatively recent

origin.

L gee Lounsbury, Floyd, 1953 (Oneida); Chafe. Wallace, 1967
(Seneca) and 1970 (Onondaga). Also, unpublished material on
Tuscarora and Cayuga supports this statement.

5 Lounsbury, Floyd. Seminar in Iroquoian Linguistics. Yale
University, March 1971.
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3.3.22. Another consideration is based on the
phonological distribution of these bi-labial consonants within a
word. The stop /p/ occurs only once in a consonant cluster:
/aplefm/6 "Abram, Abraham"

The stop /p/ is not attested preceding any other consonant nor
following any consonant. The nasal /m/ is never attested in any
consonant cluster.

Also, the stop /p/ never occurs in final position in the
corpus.

These distributional facts are clearly aberrant in comparison

with those of other Mohawk consonants. (see 3.2, above.)

3.3.23. A third consideration is based on the
kinds of words in which the bi-labial sounds are attested. They
occur only in proper personal names of Christian origin and in
certain nouns denoting articles of material culture introduced
through contact with European peoples. The bi-labial sounds
never occur in any inflectional or derivational morphemes. Nor
do they occur in any verb roots. These are very important
considerations especially in view of the fact that the verb is

the central word type in Mohawk.

6 This word is additionally aberrant in that it is stressed
on the final syllable in violation of very strong stress
rules (see 3.7.71. below.).
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3.3.%%. The lateness of the appearance in
Mohawk of the bi-labial sounds /p/ and /m/ even as phones in the
language is confirmed by a comparison of words of early and of
late foreign origin. That is. certain proper names and noun
labels entering Mohawk through French at an early time do not
contain any bi-labials which occurred in the French words.
Instead, the sounds of the French words were modified so that
the loanword conformed to the Mohawk phonemic system.

For example:

/uwa :1i?/ "Marie"
/wisheh/ "Michael, Mitchell"

Later loanwords, particularly recent loans from English,
retain the occurring foreign bi-labials:

/majis/ "matches"
/thamthaks/ "thumbtacks"

The question of the relative time-depth of the incorporation
of foreign loanwords into Mohawk and the manifestation of such
temporal differences in the phonological alteration or acceptance
of foreign words is a topic of great interest and importance.

A more detailed study of this process in Mohawk should be pursued.
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3.4. Inventory of Vowel Phonemes

There are six vowel phonemes in Mohawk:

Front (unrd.) Central (unrd.) Back (rd.)
High i u
Mid e v o
+
Low a

3.4.1. Description of Vowel Phonemes
There are four oral vowels in Mohawk: a high-

front unrounded /i/, a mid-front unrounded /e/, a low-central
unrounded /a/, and a mid-back rounded /o/. There are two nasal
vowels: a mid-central unrounded /v/ and a high-back rounded /u/.
For the sake of simplification of notation, the nasalization mark is
omitted in the writing of the nasal vowels since oral vowels
do not occur in the same articulatory positions.

The back vowels, /o/ and /u/, are very weakly rounded. The
back nasal vowel /u/ is often articulated with complete lip
closure, producing a sound very close to an Lm]. However, there
is no muscle tension in the lips, distinguishing this vowel from
the consonant sound /m/. 1In fact, the closure of the lips may
result from just such a lack of muscular tension. Older speakers
tend to preserve the open vowel ocuality of /u/ to a pgreater degree

than do the younger speakers.
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The following list of numerals illustrates all of the

vowel phonemes:

/vhskah/ "one"
/tékeni/ "two'
/Ahsv/ "three"
/kayé:li/ "four"
/wisk/ "five"
/yA :yak/ "six"
/ jatah/ "seven"
/sa?té:ku/ neight"
/kyéhtu/ "nine"
/oyé:li?/ "ten"

3.5. Distribution of Vowel Phonemes
The following statements account for the distribution

of vowel phonemes:

1. All vowel phonemes occur initially in words.
Word-initial vowels are preceded by some weak glottal structure.

2. All vowel phonemes occur in medial position
in words.

3. All vowel phonemes occur word-finally.

L. Bi-vocalic clusters may occur initially and
medially, but do not occur finally in words.

5. Clusters of more than two vowels do not occur.

3.6, Peripheral Phonemic Vowel

There is a peripheral phonemic vowel /1/, a mid-high
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front unrounded oral vowel. It occurs in only two basic words
in the entire corpus:

/kitkIt/ "chicken™

/kwIskwls/ "pig"

The basic words for "chicken" and "pig", i.e. /kItkIt/ and
/kwiskwIs/, respectively, occur as part of the derived words
which denote the animal's habitual man-made shelters, i.e.
/kItkftne/ ""chicken coop" and /kwIskwfsne/ "pig pen, pig sty."
The sequence /-kwIs/ also occurs in the word /késkwIs/ which
means "dirty-clothes basket, hamper."

The vowel sound /I/ is considered peripheral to the Mohawk

phonemic system because of its extremely limited occurrence.

3.7. Suprasegmentals
3.7.1. Length and Stress

Length and stress are both considered to be
prosodic features which occur with vowels., They are not viewed
as separate phonological segments but rather as prosodic modifi-
cations of vowels. Length refers generally to the prosodic feature
of increased temporal continuation of a vowel. Stress refers
generally to the prosodic feature of increased voice pitch
accompanying the vowel.

3.7.11. In Mohawk, there are two degrees of length:
long and short. They are written as follows:

V = short vowel

V: = long vowel
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In Mohawk, there are two desrees of stress: stressed and

unstressed. They are written as follows:

1

A unstressed vowel

v

stressed vowel

3.7.12. There is some co-occurrence of length
and stress in Mohawk. All long vowels are stressed. However,
not all stressed vowels are long, although this is predominantly
the case. There seems to be some degree of predictability to the
rules:

V--)6: /___CV

vV—sV  /__cev
That is, a stressed vowel will tend to be long if it precedes a
single consonant whereas it will tend to be short if it precedes
a consonant cluster. However, the fact that there are many
exceptions to these rules indicates that if vowel length is
predictable from stress, the rules governing this predictability
are very complex.

For example:

/onti:ta?/ "hill"

/a:?ale?/ "crinoline slip"
/kahlu?/ icradleboard"
/kakhwa?/ "food™

/6hskyv/ "bone"
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but:
/ okwaho/ Mwolfn?
/onaja?/ "wheat!"
/oj{sela?/ "window glass, window pane"

A long stressed vowel sometimes occurs before a consonant
cluster, although usually such lorng vowels derive from an under-
lying sequence of */-6?CC-/ (see 3.7.14. below). For example:

/onunyd :kwa?/ "dirt, clump of dirt"
(underlying: */onunyo?kwa/)
/d:nyale?/ "snake"

(underlyine: %/67nyale?/)

3.7.13. Only one vowel in each word is stressed:
therefore, all the other vowels in the word must be unstressed.
Likewise, only one vowel in each word may be long; all the other
vowels being short. However, it is possible that no vowel in
the word be long. Therefore, then, each word must contain one
and only one stressed vowel and may contain one or no long vowels.
The rule that only one long vowel may appear in any given word
is a derivative rule, derived from the rules that all long vowels
must be stressed and that only one stressed vowel may appear in

any given word.

7 It can be noted that in the majority of words which have short
stressed vowels preceding a single consonant, the single
consonant in guestion is /-h-/. However, there are also other
exceptions to this dominant pattern.
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The following grid diagram shows these co-occurrences:

, Stress
Stressed V Unstressed V
Length
Long V + -
Short V + : +

When words are said in multi-word constructions in normal
speech, the length of a long vowel and the stress of a stressed
vowel may be somewhat diminished in keeping with phrasal and
sentence contours. For example:

/oji:nekwal/ "yellow, orange"
but:

/ojinekwal nikaji?joé:tv/ "dandelion" (yellow
flower)

3.7.14, There is one morphophonemic rule governing
the occurrence of lerpth and stress. The rule can be stated as

follows:

V h + resonant—- v

! >

V ? + consonant——V:

That is, the underlying sequences of stressed vowel + h +
resonant or of stressed vowel + ? + any consonant undergo a
process which results in the loss of the /-h-/ and the /=2-/,
respectively, and a lengthening of the stressed vowel, accompanied
by falling tone. (Stress and falling tone are written with the

symbol: V.)
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For example:
/ond:ta?/ "milk"
(underlying: */onu?ta?/)
/oki:1a?/ "eye"
(underlying: */okihla?/)
/onawi :tsta?/ "mud"

(underlying: */onawé?tsta?/)

3.7.2. Placement of Stress
3.7.21. The problem of the placement of stress
within the word is very complex. However, a few patterns can be
pointed out here, with others to be discussed in later sections.
To begin with, the preferred syllable to receive stress is the
penultimate. A word of more than one syllable spoken in isolation
is very rarely stressed on the final syllable. Monosyllabic

words are extremely rare.

3.7.22. _The rule placing stress on the penultimate
syllable must apply before the application of two additional
morphophonemic rules. The first such rule supplies epenthetic
vowels. For example:

/k& :yahle?/ "I remember (it)"

k- 1st person sinrular subjective

pronominal prefix

-ehyahl- verb stem '"remember"

-? perfective aspect suffix
The final vowel in this word, /-e-/, is epenthetic, functioning to

break up an inadmissable cluster of %/-12/. The stress is placed on
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the penultimate vowel in the underlying sequence */k-ehyahl-?/:
#/k-&:yahl-?/. Then the epenthetic /-e-/ is inserted.

In potentially monosyllabic words before the insertion of
an epenthetic vowel, a "dummy" vowel is placed initially in the
word in order to create an available penultimate position to

receive stress. For example:

/i :kehle?/ "I want, I want to..."
-k- 1st person singular subjective pronominal
prefix

-ehl- verb stem "want, want to..."

-? perfective aspect suffix
A dummy vowel, /i-/, appears in order to vrovide for the placement
of stress., Then, after the stress is placed, the epenthetic /-e-/

is inserted after the verb stem,

3.7.23. The second rule which applies after
stress-placement is the rule inserting a morpheme joiner, usually
/-a-/. The morpheme joiner, or filler vowel, occurs within verb
stems and serves to join the various roots and morphemes that
make up the verb stem (see Chapter 5 below.). For example:

/wa%katelv :nayv?/ "I prayed" (literally: "I had a prayer"):
wa?- declarative mode prefix
-k- 1lst person singular subjective pronominal prefix
-atelvnayv? verb stem '"pray"
-ate- reflexive prefix
-lvn- root 'vpray, rrayer"

-yv? root '"have, own, possess"
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The filler vowel, /-a-/ functions to join the two verb roots,
/-1vn-/ and /-yv/. Althoush the vowel, /-a-/. is penultimate, it
cannot carry stress. Therefore, the preceding vowel /-v-/ is

stressed.

3.7.3. Pitch
3.7.31. Pitch is an important prosodic feature

which is relevant in sentence intonation contours and particularly
in interrogative constructions. When the interrogative particle
/k@?/ is used, it receives strong stress and a rise in pitch, as
in the question

/i:se Eg; tho yahse?/ "Did you (sg.) go there?"
However, it is possible to omit the interrogative particle
/k¥?/ in a question. Then, in order to convey the interrogative
meaning, the stressed syllable of the verb receives a strong rise
in pitch, as in

/i:se tho ;Zhse?/ "Did you (sg.) go there<:"

The change in pitch in the above question distinguishes the
interrogative "Did you (ss.) po there?'" from the declarative
statement "You (sg.) went there.":

/i:se tho yahse?/

3.7.32. The morphophonemic rule affecting
underlying sequences of /V h + resonant/ and of /V 2 + consonant/
discussed above in 3.7.14. has a tonal component. The rule as

stated above is:

V h + resonant - V:
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¥ » + consonant ——+V:
That is, there is a lengthening of the stressed vowel accompanied

by falling tone in replacement of the following /-h-/ and /-2-/.
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4.0. MORPHOFHONEMICS

4.1. Introduction
The importance of morphophonemic adjustments as a major

characteristic of Mohawk cannot be overstressed. Patterns of
phonological modifications and alterations resulting from the
co-occurrence of separate morphemes are complex and pervasive.

Mohawk is also characterized by a high degree of fusion of
morphemes. That is, there are many instances where morpheme cuts
cannot realistically be made because of the degree to which the
separate semantic components within the segment have each lost
much of their own distinctive phonological representation. The
resulting unit is one which expresses several components of meaning
but each component cannot be assigned to a definite phonological
sequence. This complexity is found in several linguistic categories,
especially in certain transitive pronominal prefixes (see 6.6.
below for a full discussion of these prefixes.).

Although only a few verb roots will be discussed thoroughly
in this grammar, it should be pointed out that many roots in
Mohawk are likewise characterized by a high degree of fusion.
That is, many verb roots and noun roots are unanalyzable in terms of
their morphemic components. Verb stems can be analyzed and their
verb class components can be segmented but the roots themselves
are often not susceptible to further semmentation because of old
processes of morphemic fusion. This process has occurred and is
preserved in many verb stems in Mohawk. Perhaps, with more
material from Mohawk and from the other Iroquoian languages, the

segmentation of some unanalyzable verb and noun roots will become
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possible.

L4.2. Morphophonemic Rules

Morohophonemic rules in Mohawk can be divided into two

general types:

1. Rules which apply in the co-occurrence of a
member of one of the four major classes within the verb with a
member of another of the four classes (see 2.5.12. above for a
discussion of these classes).

2. Rules which apply in the co-occurrence of
members of the same major class within the verb,

Only the first type of morphophonemic rule will be discussed
in this chapter. That is, this chapter will outline and discuss
nine general morphophonemic rules which have been abstracted from
the data. The discussion here by no means includes the large
number of morphophonemic rules which operate in such complex
fashion in Mohawk. However, the discussion is aimed at formulating
generalizations about morphophonemic processes which are applicable
to large portions of the language. Rules applying to co-occurrences
of particular members within each broad class are not included in
this discussion but will be brought up in the appropriate chapters

which follow.
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L.2.1., General Morphophonemic Rules
4.2,11. Rule Governing Length and Stress

Vh+ resonant —V:
V 2 + consonant —V: (see 3.7.14. for
a discussion of the operation of this rule)
The underlying sequences of stressed vowel + h + resonant
and of stressed vowel + ? + any consonant undergo a process of the
loss of the /-h-/ and /-2?-/, respectively, and a lengthening of the
stressed vowel, acccmpanied by falling tone. For example:
[ont:ta?/ "milk"
(underlyine: */onu?ta?/)
/o3l :3ia?/ "flower"
(underlying: */oj{?ja?/)
/o?wa :1u?/ "meat"
(underlying: 3t/o?wahlu?/)
The appropriate rules are confirmed, not only by the acoustic
features of length and falling tone, but also by the phonological
shapes of the stems when they occur in unstressed contexts.

For instance, compare the following pairs of nouns:

/onti:ta?/ "milk"

/onu?ta:ke/ "in the milk"

/oji:3a2/ " flower"

/jikaji?jayvtho/ "flowerbed" (literally: where the
flowers are planted)

/o%wi :1u?/ "meat"

/ka?wahlakelf:ta?/ "fried meat"
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From an examination of each of these pairs, it is possible to
discover the identity of the lost segment of the noun stem.

That is, since the word /onu?td:ke/ "in the milk" contains the
phonological sequence /-u?t-/, it can be determined that in the
word /ondi:ta?/ "milk" the sequence /<a:t-/ represents an underlying

sequence of /-u?t-/.

L.2.12. #/t/ + */y/—>/ky/ (see 3.1.11. above)
The underlying sequence #/_ty-/ is inadmissable in Akwesasne
Mohawk. On the surface, the stop /-t-/ is replaced by the stop
/-k-/ before all occurrences of the phoneme /ay-/. The resulting
sequence /-ky-/ is, of course, affected by the phonological rule
which selects the voiced allophone of /k/ and is therefore
represented phonetically as [-gy-].
The morphophonemic rule */t/ + */y/— /ky/ applies to verbs
whose stems are composed of the reflexive/reciprocal prefix
i at/atat} , followed by verb roots (or incorporated noun roots)
beginning with the consonant /-y—/. (see 5.7.1, below for a
discussion of the reflexive/reciprocal prefixes.) For example:
/sékyv/ "Sit down! (sg.)"
s- 2nd person sinfular subjective prefix
-at- reflexive prefix
-yv  verb root "place, put”

The verb /sékyv/, therefore, literally means "You (sg.) place

yourself!" Its underlying structure is * s-at-yv/.
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4.2.13. */s/ + */y/—/3/ (see 3.1.13. above)

The affricate /j/ which occurs in place of the inadmissable
#/-sy-/ cluster is characterized by the blade articulation of
/s/ and the palatal articulation of /y/.

This rule applies particularly in the formation of verbs
from /y-/ initial verb stems with 2nd person singular subjects.
(see 6.3.43. below). For example:

/jvtho/ "Plant it! (sg.)"

s- 2nd person singular subjective pronominal prefix
-yvtho verb root 'plant"
The underlying structure */s-y&tho/ is manifested on the surface

as /jvtho/.

The morphophonemic rule */s/ + */y/- - i/ applies also to
verbs containing the '"iterative" non-modal verbal prefix i—s- j
followed by a pronominal prefix beginning with /-y-/. (see 7.2.8.
below.). For example:

/tejetenylukwas/ "she, one keeps changing"

te- duplicative verbal prefix
-s- iterative verbal prefix
-ye- 3rd person feminine/indefinite singular
subjective pronominal prefix
-tenyﬁkwas verb stem "Keep changing"
The underlying structure */te-s-ye-tenyﬁkwas/ is manifested

on the surface as /tejetenyukwas/.
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L.2.1,. Prefix ending in obstruent consonant —
obstruent consonant + e /___1, n, w, 7, That is, an epenthetic
vowel, /-e-/, is inserted after a verbal, pronominal, or verb
stem prefix ending with an obstruent consonant when such a prefix

precedes any one of the consonants /-1/, /-n/, /-w/, and /-?/.

This rule applies to a larpge number of prefixes:
reflexive: -at- (see 5.2.11.)
reciprocal: -atat- (see 5.2.12.)
subjective pronominal prefixes:
1lst person singular: k- (see 6.3.51.)
2nd person singular: -s- (see 6.3.52.)
transitive pronominal prefixes:
I:her, it -k- (see 6.6.11,)
you (sg.):me -(h)sek- (see 6.6.12.)
you (sg.):him -ts- (see 6.6.12.)
he:me -lak- (see 6.6.l3.)
she, one, they: me -yuk- (see 6.6.14.)
she, it:me —wak- (see 6.6.15.)
Since this is a phonologically conditioned rule, it applies
to all appropriate occurrences of obstruent consonants before

/-1,-n,-w, and -2/.
b.2.15.  [a/ + /i) — Iv/

This rule applies in cases of the co-occurrence of a pronominal

prefix ending with /-a-/ and a verb stem beginning with /—i-/.
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For example:
/ki :telu/ "I live, stay (there)"
k- 1lst person sinpular subjective pronominal prefix
-i?telu verb stem '"live, stay"
but:
/1% :telu/ ""he lives, stays (there)"
la- 3rd person masculine singular subjective pronominal
prefix
-i?telu verb stem "live, stay"
The underlying structure */la-i:telu/ is manifested on the surface

as /1V:telu/.

The morphophonemic rule /a/ + /i/— /v/ applies to a long
list of pronominal prefixes:
subjective:
la- 3rd person masculine singular (6.3.53.)
ka- 3rd person feminine/neuter singular (6.3.55.)
tewa- 1lst person plural inclusive (6.3.52.)
yakwa- 1st person plural exclusive (6.3.59.)
sewa- 2nd person plural (6.3.61.)
transitive:
kwa- I:you(pl) (6.6.11.)
we(du.):you(pl.) (6.6.16.)
we(pl.) :you(sg.,du.,pl.) (6.6.17.)
(h)skwa- you(sg.,du.):us(pl.) (6.6.12.,
6.6.18.)

you(pl.):me,us(du.,pl.) (6.6.19.)
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(h)ya- he:you(sg.) (6.6.13.)
la- he:her, it (6.6.13.)
(h)sukwa- he:us(pl.) (6.6.13.)
(h)tsisewa- he:you(pl.) (6.6.13.)
you(pl.):him (6.6.19.)
luwa- she,one,they:him (6.6.14.)
kuwa- she,one,they:her,it (6.6.14.)
sa- she,it:you (sg.) (6.6.15.)
yukwa- she,it:us(pl.) (6.6.15.)
sewa- she,it:you(pl.) (6.6.15.)
yakwa- we(pl.):her,it (6.6.17.)
(h)sakwa- we(pl.):him (6.6.17.)

(h)sewa- you(pl.):her, it (6.6.19.)

4.2.16. J\wa?z + iwa}\-—-)/u/
This rule applies to the co-occurrence of the aorist modal
prefix 5Lwa?-‘{ and the lst person objective pronominal morpheme
Jowa—} (see 6.5.41. and 7.1.11. below).
For example: /wakekstV:ha/ "I'm old"
-wa- 1lst person objective morpheme
-ke- 1lst person singular pronominal prefix
~kstv:ha verb stem 'be o0ld"
but /ukekst@:hahne?/ "T became old"
wa?- aorist modal prefix
-wa- 1lst person objective morpheme

-ke- 1lst person singular pronominal prefix

—kstv:hahne? verb stem "become old"
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The underlying structure */wa?-wa-ke-ksté:hahne?/ is manifested

on the surface as /ukekst@:hahne?/.

L.2.17. /-2/ + [v-/—> loss of /-y-/
This rule applies to the co-occurrences of verbal prefixes
ending with /_?/ and pronominal prefixes bepinning with /-y/.
(See 6.3.6. below.) TFor example:
/yutd:lats/ "she, one hunts, is hunting, is a hunter"
yu- 3rd person singular feminine/indefinite subjective

pronominal prefix

-ato:lats verb stem '"hunt"
but:
/wa?uté:late?/ "she, one hunted"
wa?- aorist modal prefix

-yu- 3rd person singular feminine/indefinite subjective
pronominal prefix
-at6:late? verb stem '"hunted"
The underlying structure */wa?-yu-atdé:late?/ is manifested on

the surface as /wa?uté:late?/.

The morphophonemic rule /=2/ + /y_/__aloss of /-y-/ applies
in cases where a verbal prefix endine with /-2/ precedes any
allomorph of the following pronominal prefixes: 3rd person
singular feminine/indefinite (6.3.54.): 1st person exclusive dual
and plural (6.3.6.). It also applies to the /y-/ initial objective
pronominal prefixes for 3rd person feminine/indefinite/neuter

singular, dual,.and plural objects (6.5.41., 6.5.43.,) and applies
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to all /y-/ initial transitive prefixes (see chart in 6.6.2.),

L.2.2, Ordering of Rules

The importance of the proper ordering of
morphophonemic rules has, to some extent, been touched upon in
4.2,1, above. However, these points need to be exemplified and
discussed in greater detail.

The foliowing examples will be examined:
/atha?kéhsu ne yahi:ke?/ "I walked there, went
there by foot"
(verb root: -e-)
and
/atha®kéhsu ne yahésene?/ "you (dual) walked there,
went there by foot"
(See 7.1.16. and 7.7.62. for a discussion of the verbal prefixes

which occur in these verbs.)

4L.2.21. The verb form /yahi:ke?/ "1 went there,
walked there" will be examined first below. The ordered
morphophonemic rules are stated to the left and the derived forms
resulting from these rules are given to the right. The notation
under each rule refers to the section in the grammar in which

the rule has been, or will be presented.
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*/y-wa?-k-e-?/

l. y +wa?—> ya? - - -5 Jy-a?-k-e-2?/
(7.1.15.)

2. V- —V/penultimate y [v-a?-k-e-2/
(3.7.2.)

3. y~——éyVh/___§ s /yVh-a?-k-e-2?/
(7.2.52.)

L. yVh~——ayV1h/___§1 --imy [yah-4?-k-e-2/
(7.2.52.)

5, -U?Ce.-3-V:C- 5 /yah-3:-k-e-?/
(3.7.14.)

Therefore - ; /yah :ke?/

L.2,22, The necessity for ordering the rules
as given above can be illustrated by comparing this derivation
with the one offerred below:

/yahésene?/ "you (dual) went there, walked there"

#*/y-wa?-sen-e-2/

1. y + wa?-—ya? > /v-a?-sen-e-?/
(7.1.15.)

2, V-— V/penultimate — 4—}/y-é?-sen—e-?/l
(3.7.2.)

The epenthetic vowel /-e-/ in the subjective pronominal prefix
/-sen-/ does not function in syllable counting. Therefore, the
preceding vowel /-a~/ is actually counted as penultimate and
receives the stress.
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s

3. y—yW/_ V.. .— y /yVh-47-sen-e-?/
(7.2.52.)

L. yVh-——»yVlh/__;Vl e > /yah-a?-sen-e-?/
(7.2.52.)

5. (w)a? — (w)e/__se- orem———)/yah-é-sen-e-2/
(7.1.14.)

Therefore e s e =3 [y h 2sene ?/

L.2.23. The two derivations eiven above are

identical in rules 1 throurh 4, differine¢ only in rule 5. The
order for rules 1 and ? is actually interchangeable, but. these
two must precede the others, The application of rules 3 and 4
cannot be made until the initial /w-/ of the declarative modal
prefix é wa?- % is lost and until the vowel /-a-/ receives stress.
Rules 3 ;nd L4 must apply before rule 5. This is demonstrated by
the derivation for the 2nd person dual subject where it can be
seen that the epenthetic vowel in /yVh-/ must be specified as
/-a-/ before the change of /-a?-/ to /-e-/. If this were not the
case, the form would be incorrectly derived as *%/yehésene?/
instead of the correct /yahésene?/.

If the rules for each of the two derivations were viewed
as closed sets of rules applying only to these particular forms,
then the 5th rule in the derivation for the 1lst nerson singular
subject could occur after the ”nd rule in that derivation.
However, it is placed at the end because it is assumed that the
same set of rules applies to the entire paradigm. In fact, rule 5
in the lst person singular subject derivation should more

specifically be listed as rule 6 since in an ordered sequence of
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all rules applying to the whole paradigm it must occur after rule 5
of the 2nd person dual subject derivation has been applied. If

this were not the case, then the 2nd person dual subject form

would be incorrectly derived as */yah&:sene?/ rather than the correct

/yahésene?/.

L.2.,24. Therefore, in summary, the rules for the
derivation of all the person forms in the paradigm for declarative
mode translocative verbs are ordered as follows:

l. y + wa?-—ya®

2. V-——aﬁ/penultimate

3. y—,yWn/__¥

L. yVh— yV1n/__ W

5. (w)a?—_»)(w)e/___se-

6 V20— -V:C-

In the derivations presented in 4.2.21. and 4.2.22. above,
the application of rule 5 is motivated by the presence of the 2nd
person dual subjective pronominal prefix /sen-/. Once this rule
has applied, rule 6 is no longer applicable and therefore is not
activated. In the lst person singular subject derivation, rule 5

is bypassed since the appropriate motivating environment is

lacking. Then rule 6 can be applied.

L.2.25, There are a number of considerations
supporting the method of formulating derivational rules in ordered
sequences applying to whole paradigms. One consideration is the
economy and clarity of the resulting statement of rules. Rather

than postulating overlapping rules for a number of sub-sets in a
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given paradigm, only one set of rules need be formulated. If the
rules in such a system are properly ordered, exceptions to any
particular rule will not have to be marked. The application of
a later rule when inappropriate to the final outcome of the
underlying structure will be inhibited by a previous rule which
changes the derived form on which further rules are apvlied.
(see 4.2.724. above.)
In addition to the economy and clarity of rule-writing,
this view of rule ordering has the advantage of an ensuing relative
simplicity of the model of language processes. By ordering and
thereby expanding the domain of a particular set of rules, the
entire system of rules within a language is simplified. Instead
of postulating a larger number of sets of rules with applicasbility
to a more restricted number of derivations, fewer systems of rules
can be postulated. A more encompassing system of rules can be
applied in a greater number of derivations, thereby eliminating
overlapping rules and resulting in a tighter organization of rules.
Cn the one hand, it seems more desirable and realistic,
considering the way a language functions, to depict language
processes in as general terms as possible. On the other hand,
too much generalization in rule-writing is not desirable and, in
fact, is misleading because althourh the economy of the rules is great,
so also is the confusion resulting from the listing or marking of
many exceptions. A too general view of language rules implies
too great a burden on the speaker in sorting and arranging the
components of his language. It also ignores historical linguistic

processes which may affect only certain portions of a particular
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language for historical and linguistic reasons.

Therefore, the view of language advocated here is that it
is best to present linguistic rules in systems as broad as possible
so that the rule systems are economical and have as general an
applicability as possible without putting an undue burden on the
speaker's ability to construct utterances. Greater applicability
of rule systems is often achieved bv the orderine of the rules,

One further note should be added to this discussion., It
concerns the danger of confusing any particular model of description
of a language with the actual workings of the language process.

In the real behavior of speech, phonological forms and linguistic
processes and rules operate together as a system, or a system

of systems. Rules are abstracted from phonological segments in
the writing of a description of a language because this is
schematically the only clear way to present any linguistic
analysis. However, it is only obvious to say that this separation
does not occur in actual speech behavior. Nor can one really
specify the exact operations taking place within the brain of the
speaker. A particular model of .description is chosen because

it is thought to present the results of a linguistic analysis in
as clear and realistic terms as possible. Of course, linguistic
analysis and description are actually separate, a description being
a way of organizing and presentincs the results of an analysis.

The two are obviously related but they are not identical, just as
the description of a language and the behavioral reality are

related but not identical.
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5.0. VERB BASES

5.1.  An introductory note should be given describing, in broadest

terms, the structure of Mohawk verbs in order to indicate the placement

of each of the verbal position classes within the verbal system.

5.1.1. The Mohawk Verb

Verbal Pronominal Verb Verbal
Prefixes Prefixes Base Suffixes
modals subjective reflexive verb root
suffixes
non-modals objective reciprocal
aspects
transitive verb roots
attributives
incorporated

noun roots

Mohawk verbs consist of elements which can be divided into four
general classes: verbal prefixes, pronominal prefixes, verb bases, and
suffixes. The first of these, verbal prefixes, is an optional class.

The last, verbal suffixes, is also an optional class. That is, some verbs
do not contain members of either of these two classes. The other two
classes, i.e. pronominal prefixes and verb bases, are obligatory classes.
That is, all properly constructed verbs must contain at least one member
of each of these classes.

1. Verbal prefixes occur initially in verbs. They are of two
general semantic types: modal and non-modal.

a. Modal prefixes: The modal prefixes express the attitude of
the speaker toward what is being said, reflecting the validity, probability,

or desirability of the action or state described by the verb.
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In structural terms, modal prefixes are sometimes word-initial

although they are sometimes preceded by some other verbal prefix.

b. Non-modal prefixes: Non-modal prefixes express a variety
of different ideas such as negation, direction of action, repetitiveness
of action or state, partition of action, relation of action specified to
some other aspect of time or space, etc.

In structural terms, non-modal prefixes are sometimes word-initial

although they are sometimes preceded by some other verbal prefix.

2. Pronominal prefixes occupy the second major position class within
the verb. They denote the subject and/or object of the action or state
described by the verb and are of three major types: subjective, objective,
and transitive.

a. Subjective: Subjective pronominal prefixes express the
subject or agent of the action or state described by the verb.

b. Objective: Objective pronominal prefixes express the object
or beneficiary of the action or state described by the verb.

c. Transitive: Transitive pronominal prefixes express the co-

occurrence of a particular subject and a particular object.

3. Verb bases occupy the third major position class within the wverb.
They are composed of one or more verb roots, or of an incorporated noun
root and a verb root, and various expansions of the verb roots. The verb
base may also contain an initial unit expressing the idea of reflexivity

or reciprocality which refers to the subject of the verb.
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L. Vertal suffixes occupy the final major position class within
the verb. They are of three general types: root suffixes, aspect
suffixes, and attributive suffixes.

a. Root suffixes: Root suffixes express a number of ideas
concerned with modifying the verb or expre;sing relationships between the
subjects and objects of the state or action described by the verb.

b. Aspect suffixes: Aspect suffixes express the temporal
distribution of the action or state described by the verb. Aspect
suffixes designate an action or state in relation to its position on a
continuum of time, without referring to any particular time or tense.
That is, they describe whether an action or state is continuous,
interrupted, repetitive, etc.

c. Attributive suffixes: Attributive suffixes express ideas
which involve particular characteristics of size, number, or condition
referring to the subject or agent of the verb. Attributive suffixes

occur with non-modal verbs and also with nouns.

The verb base and the verbal suffixes together form the verb stem.
The shape of the verb stem is crucial in the conditioning of the
pronominal prefixes, although in some cases, the shape of the modal prefix
is also a determining factor in conditioning the shape of the pronominal

prefixes.

5.1.2. The four general verbal classes (see 5.1.1. above) are
established on both structural and semantic grounds. In structural terms,
the members of each class occur in the same broad positional slot within

the verb. Moreover, they share characteristics of morphophonemic



69

patterning. That is, they are sensitive to common morphophonemic rules
and adjustments. Often, the members of each class function in similar
ways to condition morphophonemic adjustments in members of adjacent
verbal classes.

In semantic terms, the members of each verbal class share some
element of common meaning. For example, the class of pronominal prefixes
is made up of separate elements all of which share the general meaning of
denoting the subject and/or object of the action or state described by
the verb. The class of verb bases consists of elements all of which share
the general meaning of denoting a specific action or state which the verb
functions to convey. The classes of verbal prefixes and verbal suffixes
are more heterogenous in meaning but their members also share

characteristics of general semantic and grammatical meaning.

5.1.3. Each of these four general verbal classes can themselves
be analyzed into several sub-classes. These will be discussed in turn in
each of the relevant chapters that follow. However, it can be pointed
out here that the establishment of the sub-classes is also based upon
both structural and semantic grounds. Each sub-class, therefore, has
two major characteristics. One describes the sub-class in terms of the
morphophonemic structure of its members and the lineal positional
arrangement in which each member belongs in relation to other members of
the same sub-class. The other characteristic describes the sub-class in
terms of a common shared meaning.

In most instances, the structural and semantic characteristics of
verbal sub-classes converge; that is, the sub-class established on

semantic grounds is identical to the one established on structural grounds.
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However, especially in the broad general verbal classes of verbal prefixes
and verbal suffixes, this is not always the case. For example, the class
of verbal prefixes consists of the semantic sub-classes of modal and
non-modal prefixes. Structurally, however, the member of each of these
semantic sub-classes do not always occur in the same lineal position in
relation to each other or to other verbal classes. This complexity of

the interaction of structural and semantic characteristics will be

explained and exemplified in particular detail in the appropriate chapters
which follow. The problem has been mentioned in this introduction in

order to give some insight into the general characteristics and complexities

of Mohawk verbs.

5.2. Verb Bases

Verb bases in Mohawk are composed of the following obligatory
and optional elements:

(reflexive/ (incoporated verb root (s)

reciprocal) noun root)

As has been outlined above (see 5.1.1.), the verb bases occupy the
third ﬁajor position class within the Mohawk verb. Verb bases are
themselves composed of three kinds of elements. The first of these is an
optional reflexive/reciprocal element: the second is an optional
incorporated noun root: and the third is an obligatory verb root.

5.2.1. Reflexive/Reciprocal: {—at—/Latat— }

The first element in the verb base is an optional reflexive {-at-.}

It has a variety of functions:

l. To express a reflexive meaning, ie. the subject or agent
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performing some action upon himself;

2. to make the subject or agent the beneficiary of the action
or state described by the verb:

3. to convert transitive verbs into intransitive verbs;

4. to make a form of "medio-passive," where the verb expresses
a kind of passive without a specific agent overtly expressed;

5. to reverse the meaning of certain verb roots.

The reciprocal {-atat-} is formally a reduplication of the reflexive.
It is used to express action by two or more people toward each other.
This formal reduplication is interesting semantically. That is, {-at-)
expresses a reflexive idea (action happening by one person to himself)
and {-atat-} expresses a reciprocal idea (action happening by two or more
people to each other).

The reciprocal is also used in some verb bases to express the idea
of reflexivity when the verb base already contains the reflexive element

for some other function.

5.2.11. The reflexive {-at-} is affected by the following
morphophonemic rules:
{-at-}-——+ -at-/___V
__C (non-1, n, w, ?, h/C, y)
-ak-/___y
-ate-/ 1, n, w, ?, h/C
-an-/___incorporated noun roots beginning with /-i-/
-C- (t, k, te, n)/ o____

u
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The following examples of the occurence of the reflexive {-at-)

are grouped according to semantic functions (see 5.2.1. above): 1

1. to express a reflexive meaning, i.e. the subject or agent
performing some action upon himself:
/wahate ?nikuhlisa?/ "he made up his mind"
wa-~ aorist modal prefix
~-h- 3rd person masculine singular subject
-ate- reflexive
~?nikuhlisa? "make a mind"

/tausahsatahwa?néta?/ 'you (sg.) would put another covering on
yourself again"

tau- indefinite modal and duplicative prefix
-sa- iterative prefix

-hs- 2nd person singular subject

-at- reflexive

-ahswa ?néta? "put a covering on"

/ni: niyotenaktatsvlyu/ "she, it found a place, bed for herself,
itself"

ni- partitive prefix
-yo- 3rd person singular feminine/neuter object
-(a)te- reflexive

-naktatsvlyu "final a bed, place"

1 Note that in these examples and elsewhere, unless otherwise stated, the
segments which are isolated after the examples are given in their proper
allomorphic shapes. For a full discussion of underlying structures and
their morphophonemic adjustments., see the appropriate chapters following.
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2. to make the subject or agent the beneficiary of the action
or state described by the verb:
/u:kweh lotii:?u/ '"he became human"
lo- 3rd person singular masculine object
-(a)t- reflexive
-1:?7u  "become, make"
/satenehkwa?éhstu/ '"you (sg.) are baptized"
s- 2nd person singular object
-ate- reflexive
-nehkwa?éhstu  '"baptize"
/askwatelvnayv:hahse?/ "™would you (sg.) pray for me"

a- 1indefinite modal prefix

-skw-  transitive pronominal prefix for 2nd person singular
subject and 1lst person singular object

-ate- reflexive

-lvnayv:hahse? "pray" (literally: have a prayer for)

3. to convert transitive verbs into intransitive verbs:
/tewakatehnuhukyi:ne?/ "I had my door open"

te- duplicative prefix

-wak- 1lst person singular objiect

-ate- reflexive

-hnuhukyi:ne? "open door"
/watkatelyv?tawvlye?/ "I made a mistake™

wa- declarative modal prefix

-t- duplicative prefix

-k- 1st person singular subject
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-ate- reflexive

-yv?tawvlye? '"make a mistake" (literally: stir up an error)

L. to make a form of "medio-passive," where the verb expresses

a kind of passive without a specific agent overtly expressed:

/wa?tewakatenuhyanihtv/ "] was shocked"

wa 7~ aorist modal prefix

-te- duplicative prefix

-wak- 1st person singular object

-ate- reflexive

—nuhyanihtv verb stem '"shock, surprise, be an unusual event"
/wakatela?swaksv/ "I have bad luck™

wak- 1lst person singular object

-ate- reflexive

-la?swaksv  "bad luck"

/yakotelihukhohtani :tsku/ "'she, one tires easily, gets bored
easily"

yako-  3rd person singular feminine/indefinite object
-(a)te- reflexive

-lihukhohtani:tsku "tire easily"

5. to reverse the meaning of some verb bases:
/wakhni :nu? akya:tawih/ "I bought a coat"

wa- aorist modal prefix

~k- 1st person singular subject

-hn{ :nu?  "buy"
/wa®katvhni :nu? akya:tawih/ "I sold a coat"

wa? aorist modal prefix
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-k- 1lst person singular subject
-at-= reflexive
-vani rmu?  Msellv
/wa?ukenih/ "I borrowed it"
wa?- aorist modal prefix
-uke- 1st person sinpular object
-nih  "borrow"
/wa?katvinih/ "I lent it out"
wa?- aorist modal prefix
k- 1st person singular subject

-v:nih  "lend"

5.2.12, The reciprocal {-atat-} is affected by the

following morphophonemic rules: (Note that these rules are similar to

the rules which affect the reflexive -- see 5.2.11. above):

{-atat-} —+-atat-/___V
C (non-1, n, w, ?, h/C, y)

-atak-/ \4

-atate-/ 1. n, w, ?, h/C
-atan-/ incorporated noun roots beginning with /-i-/
-taC- (tat, tak, tate, tan)/o

u

The reciprocal {-atat-} is used to express the idea of the action

performed by two or more individuals upon each other. With certain verb

bases, the reciprocal also functions to express or emphasize a reflexive

idea.

This usage occurs with verb bases which already contain the reflexive

{-at-) where the latter refers to some other semantic function.

For example:

/yakwatate?kv:?a/ "our (pl., excl.) sister" (literally: "we (pl.,
excl.) are siblings to each other")
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yakw- 1st person plural exclusive subject
-atate- reciprocal
-?kv: % "3ibling"
/u:kweh lotatii:ni/ "he made himself human"
lo- 3rd person masculine singular
object
~-(a)tat- reciprocal

-u:ni verb stem '"make, build"

The following three verb stems can be compared:
/-uni/  "make, build"
/-atuni/  "grow"

/-atatuni/ "make oneself"

The first of these, /-uni/, is the basic verb stem "make, build."
The second, /-atuni/, is formed by the prefixation of the reflexive
/-at-/ to the base /-uni/ and gives the meaning "grow." The last stem
/-atatuni/, is formed by the prefixation of the reciprocal /-atat-/ to
the base /-uni/ and gives the meaning "make oneself™ as in "make oneself

human."

5.2.2. The second element in the verb base is an optional
incorporated noun root. Most transitive verbs which have direct objects
are able to incorporate the noun root representing the direct object.
However, not all noun roots are able to become incorporated in verb bases.
There is a certain amount of hierarchical nominal classification in
Mohawk. That is, certain nouns are grouped together semantically and form

a particular sub-class of nouns. Each sub-class contains a general noun
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which can substitute in nominal incorporation for all of the specific
nouns in its sub-class. When this occurs, the specific noun is retained
in the construction as a separate word. Its function is to specify the
exact reference which is only broadly categorized by the incorporated

general noun root.

5.2.21. One type of noun incorporation is completely
optional. That is, the verb base may or may not contain its direct
object as an incorporated noun. Both possibilities for such verbs are
given below:

1. /wa%kyvtho? oji:ja?/ "I planted a flower"
wa?- aorist modal prefix
-k~ 1st person singular subject
-yvtho?  "plant"
Makji?jayvtho?/ "I planted a flower"
2. /wakhni:nu? kandkta?/wI pought a bed"
wa- aorist modal prefix
-k- 1lst person singular subject
=hni:mu?  "buy"
/wa%kenaktahni :nu?/ "I bought a bed"
3. /lawé:ku no?wa:lu/ '"he ate, has eaten the meat"
law- 3rd person masculine singular subject
-é:ku  "eat"
/lo?wahla:ku 'he ate, has eaten the meat"
L. /wahohkalé:wahte? lahyo?sahke/ 'he hurt his elbow"

wa- _ declarative modal prefix

~ho- 3rd person masculine singular object
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-hkalé:wahte? '"hurt, injure"

/wahohyo?sakalé:wahte?/  '"he hurt his elbow"

5.2.22, Another use of noun incorporation is required
with certain verb bases. These nouns are not, strictly speaking, the
direct objects of the verbs. However, they are obligatory in the
construction of the given verb bases and must always be incorporated:

/li?niku:lale?/ "I'm watching, guarding him"
1li- transitive pronominal prefix for lst person
singular subject and 3rd person singular
masculine object
-?niki:lale? '"watch, guard"
/o%niku:1a?/  "mind"
/niha®nikuhla:?a/ '"he is mentally childish"
ni- partitive prefix
-ha- 3rd person masculine singular subject
-?nikuhla:?a  "be childish"
/o%niku:1a?/ 6mind"
/wa?teskwatkahli:ti/ "you (sg.) pave me a dirty look"
wa?- aorist modal prefix
-te-~ duplicative prefix
-skw-  transitive pronominal prefix for 2nd person
singular subject and 1lst person singular object
-at- reflexive
-kahlG:ti "dirty, bad look"
/oka:la?/ "eye"

/latelihwato:lats/ "he's a gossip, he gossips, he's gossiping"



79

1- 3rd person masculine singular subject
-ate- reflexive
-lihwato:lats "possip" (literally: hunt news)

\
/oli:wa?/ ‘'news, ideas"

5.2.23. Noun incorporation is also used to express the
noun classifier which represents the sub-class of nouns to which the
specific direct object belongs. In these cases, the specific noun is
expressed as a separate word in the construction:

/wakenahskwayv:tahkwe? ne takéhs/ "I used to have an animal - cat"
wake- 1lst person singular object
-nahskwa- animal
-yv:tahkwe? '"have, own, possess"
/—takéhs/ "cat"
/wakeselehtahni :nus?se? ne 'bike"/ "I bought a vehicle - bike"
wake- 1st person singular object
-selehta~  vehicle
-hnf :nu?se? '"buy (for)"
/k4 :seleh/ '"vehicle"
/wake?wahlanu:waks ne kTtk It o?wa:lu/ "I'm hungry for meat -

chicken meat"”

wake- 1lst person singular object
-?wahla- meat

-nu:waks '"be hungry for, hunger for"
/o%wa :1lu/  "meat"

/kftkIt o?wa:lu/ "chicken meat"
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5.2.3. The final element in the verb base is the obligatory
vert root. Some verb bases contain one verb root while others may contain
two verb ro-ts.

Verb roots may consist of as little as one phoneme, either a consonant
or a vowel. Verb roots may, of course, be more complex, but they rarely
contain more than two syllables.

Because of the complexities of both the derivational and inflectional
processes in Mohawk, a complete verb generally contains a verb base which
is more than a minimal verb root. However, verbs are attested which
contain a simple verb root as the entire structure of the verb base.
Several of these are listed below: (Note that these verbs do, of course,
contain pronominal prefixes as well as certain other inflectional
elements occurring as verbal prefixes or suffixes.):

/i:kehle?/ "I want (it), I want to..."

i:- dummy vowel
~k- 1lst person singular subject
-ehl- root: "want it, to..."

-?  perfective aspect suffix
/wa:kv/ "I said it, I'm the one who said it"
wa:- 1lst person objective prefix
-k- 1lst person singular subject
-v root: 'say"
/0:nv wa:koh/ '"now I've arrived"
wa:- 1lst person objective prefix
-k- 1lst person singular subject
-oh root: "arrive, come"

/shé :ku nikihne?/ "I'm still alive"

ni- partitive prefix
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-k- 1st person singular subject
-thn- root: "live, be alive"
-? perfective aspect suffix
Jkv: ka:yv?/ Mit's here, it's lying here"
ka- 3rd person singular feminine/neuter subject

-yv? root: '"place, put, be, lie"

5.2.4. The formation of verb bases by the addition of verbal
suffixes to verb bases will be discussed in the chapter on Verbal Suffixes

(see 8.0. below.).
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6.0. PRONOMINAL PREFIXES

6.1. As discussed in 5.1.1. above, the pronominal prefixes
occur in the second broad position class within the verb, Pronominal
prefixes, in general, designate the subject or actor of the action or
state described by the verb. In Mohawk, there are three types of
pronominal prefixes: subjective, objective, and transitive., The
subjective prefixes designate the agent of the verb; the objective
prefixes designate the object or patient of the action or state of the
verb; and the transitive prefixes express an array of co-occurrences
of persons or things as agent and patient of the action or state
described by the verb.

The specific allomorphic shape of the pronominal prefix is
determined by the initial phoneme or phonemes of the verb stem and in
certain specific cases 1is secondarily determined by the final phoneme
of the modal verbal prefix,

This chapter will proceed as follows: an outline of stem-classes
will be given, followed by a description of the pronominal prefixes,
The first to be discussed are the subjective prefixes. The objective
prefixes will follow and finally the transitive pronominal prefixes

will be discussed.

6.2, Stem-Classes
There are eight stem-classes which determine or select the
allomorphic shape of the pronominal prefix which precedes. These
stem-classes are established on both formal and functional grounds.

In formal terms, the members of each class share a common initial
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phonological element or sequence. In functional terms, the members
of each class select identical allomorphs of the pronominal prefixes,
Class I. This stem-class consists of four sub-classes of consonant-
initial verb stems:
a. stems with the initial single consonants: t, k, j, s, and h;
b. stems with initial consonant cluster: h/C (where C represents
any consonant);
c. stems with initial: s/stop;

d. stems with initial: k/resonant

Class II., This stem~class also consists of four sub-classes of
consonant-initial verb stems:

a, stems with the initial single consonants: 1, n, and w;

b, stems with initial /?/, whether as a single consonant or in
a cluster;

c. stems with initial bi-consonantal clusters not covered above
in Class I b, I ¢, and I d;

d., stems with initial tri-consonantal clusters.,

Class ITI. Stems with initial /fy/.

Class IV, Stems with initial A/,

Class V. Stems with initial /a/.

Class VI, Certain stems with initial /e/ (these will be referred to
as /el/ stems).

Class VIL. Certain stems with initial /fe/ (these will be referred to

as /e?/ stems) and all stems with initial /4/.
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Class VIII., Stems with initial /fo/ and stems with initial /u/.

6.3. Subjective Pronominal Prefixes

6.3.1., The following is a chart of the semantic categories

which can be expressed by the subjective pronominal prefixes:

Person Number Inclusive/ Gender
Exclusive
1st singular
B dual incl /excl
plural incl /excl
2nd ; singular
dual
plural
3rd singular masculine

feminine and
indefinite

feminine and
neuter

dual ‘ masculine

feminine and

indefinite and
neuter

plural masculine

feminine and
indefinite and
neuter

As can be seen, it is possible to express three kinds of person:
first, second, and third. First-person subjects are specified for

one of three kinds of number: singular, duval, and plural
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(three of more). Non-singular lst person subjects are further
specified as inclusive or exclusive. The inclusive/exclusive
designation is not applicable to lst person singular subject.

Second-person subjects are also specified for singular, dual,
or plural number. The inclusive/exclusive designation is not
applicable,

Third-person subjects are specified for singular, duval, or
plural number, Additionally, they are specified for gender. 1In
Mohawk, there are four semantic genders but only three morphological
or grammatical genders. As used in this grammar, a semantic gender
(also: a semantic category) is one that is defined and abstracted on
the basis of a shared meaning. A morphological gender (also: a
morphological category) is one that is defined and abstracted on the
basis of shared morphological features. In Mohawk, then, there is
some overlap and convergence of semantic categories into
morphological ones. The four semantic genders are: masculine,

feminine, indefinite, and neuter., They are discussed below.

6.3.2. Third person Siigular Subjects
6.3.21, Masculine
Masculine singular subjective pronominal prefixes
are used to designate male human beings or male animals,
6.3.22. Non-masculinel

The non-masculine semantic genders are: feminine,

L The term "non-masculine" is not used here to imply a basic opposition

of masculine/non-masculine. Tt is used simply as a convenient covering
label for three semantic genders which have no masculine semantic
comrponents,
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indefinite, and neuter, These three semantic genders overlap and fall
together into two morphological categories., The following discussion
arranges the non-masculine semantic genders into their two morphological
categories and points out the semantic components of each of them,
The ma jor semantic problem is the differentiation of female beings
and their assignment into one of the two morphological classes,
6.3.221, Feminine/Indefinite
The feminine/indefinite morphological gender
consists of "feminine" and "indefinite" semantic genders.
a. The "indefinite" compoment consists of:
1., all unidentified humans whose sex is either unknown
or not thought to be relevant;
and 2, indefinite or generalized persons, spoken of in English
as "one," "a person," "they" as in "One should behave," or "What are
they wearing this year ™
b. The "feminine" component consists of:
1. female human beings who are regarded in some
prestigeful or respectful way by the speaker, Generally included
in this category are old women, especially when older than the
speaker, Women of high social status in the family or community
are generally within this category, regardless of the personal
attitude of the speaker toward such a woman. This may be changing
somewhat with younger speakers but it is still the norm.
and 2, female human beings, regardless of social or
relational considerations for whom the speaker has feelings of

affection or closeness.
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6.3,222, Feminine/neuter
The feminine/neuter morphological class
consists of "feminine" and "neuter" semantic genders.
a, The "neuter" component consists of:
1. all inanimate objects,
b. The "feminine" component consists of:
1. all female animals and any animal of unspecified sex.
and 2, female human beings who do not come under the description
given in 6,3.221., above, The designation of a female as falling into
this category may be derogatory, although this is not necessarily
so., It may or may not reflect a momentary or general negative
feeling on the part of the speaker toward the female who is spoken
about., Some speakers feel that there is a physical criterion here.
That is, a girl or woman who is awkward or aggressive may more readily
fall intothis category, whereas one who is graceful and quiet may
tend to be classed above., There seems to be general feeling that
this category, while perhaps not involving disrespect, does not
signal respect.

6.3.223, It is very difficult to be precise
about the differentiation of female humans into the two categories of
"feminine/indefinite" or "feminine/neuter" because there are very
few general rules which can be abstracted from actual behavior. Age
is the only criterion which approaches having general applicability
and even this is modified by the relative age of the speaker and
referent and perhaps recently by attitudes of younger speakers toward

the elderly.
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6.3.3. Third-Person Non-singular Subjects

6.3.31. Masculine
In 3rd person non-singular, i.e. dual and plural,
numbers the masculine morphological category comprises male human
beings and any grouping of male and female subjects, That is,
"masculine dual" may designate either two males or one male and one
female, Likewise, "masculine plural" may designate a plurality of
males or a plural group of any combination of males and females,
including at least one male,
6.3.32, Non-Masculine
In 3rd person non-singular, i.e, dual and
plural, numbers all "feminine," "indefinite," and "neuter" semantic
genders fall together into one morphological category. That is,
the semantic distinctions among these three non-masculine genders
are neutralized on the morphological level. The 3rd person non-
masculine non-singular numbers include all females, all indefinite
persons, and all inanimate objects.
6.3.4., Phonological Shapes of the Subjective Pronominal
Prefixes
The data for the selection of the proper phonological
shape of the subjective pronominal prefixes will be presented below,
Rules accounting for the attested shapes of the prefixes are given,
The data are organized in terms of the stem-classes which are the

determining or selecting factors.



The charts on the following pages summarize the morphophonemic

adjustments which will be discussed in turn in 6.3.41, through

6.3.48, below.

Class 1st person
sg. dual dual plural plural
incl. excl. incl. excl,
I k- teni- yakeni- tewa~ yakwa-~
1T ke- teni- yakeni- tewa- yakwa-
ITT-
(=y-) k- teni- yakeni- tewa~ yakwa-
v
(=i-) k- yaken=- yakw -
{eam) k- ky- yaky- tew- yakw-
VI
(-el-) k- ten- yaken- tew- yakw-
VII
(-e2- k- yaken- yakw-
Es
VIII
(-o-, k- ten- yaken-~ tew- yaky-
—u-)
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Class 2nd person
sg. dual plural

I (h)se- seni- sewa-
II (h)se- seni- sewa-
%E;_) (h)s- seni- sewa-
IV. (h)s- sen- sewa-
(-i-)
\')
(‘a-) (h)s- J- sew-
Yzel—) (h)s- sen- sew-
VII
(-e®- (h)s- sen- sew-

e
VIII v
(-o-, (h)s- sen- j-
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Class | 3rd Person
masc.| masc, masc. fem/ fem/ fem/ | fem/
sg. dual pl. ind. neut. i/n i/
sg. sg. dual | pl.
I la- (h)ni- lati~ | ye- ka- keni- | koti-
11 la- (h)ni- lati- | ye- ka- keni- | koti-
I1T la- (h)ni- | 1lati- | ye- ka- keni- | koti-
(-y-)
IV
(-i-) 1a- (h)n- lun- ye- k- ken- |kun-
\')
1- (h)y- lu- yu- w- ky- ku-
(-a=)
Yfel-) 1- (n)n- lun- y- w- ken- |kun-
Ja=
VII
(-e2-) | 1aw- lun- yakaw- yaw- kun-
(-a)
VIII
(-0-) (h)1- (h)n- lun- yak- y- ken- |kun-
(-u-) |
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initial:

1st person singular
2nd person singular
3rd p. sg. masculine
feminine/
indefinite
feminine/
neuter
1st p. dual inclusive
exclusive
1st p. plural inclusive
exclusive
2nd p. dual

plural

3rd p. dual mgscyline

feminine/
indefinite/
neuter
plural masculine
feminine/
indefinite/

neuter

t, k’ j’ s’ h’ h/C’
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Prefixes selected by Stem-Class I (stems

s/stop, and k/resonant):

2(h)se-

la-

ye-

ka-
teni-
yakeni-
tewa-
yakwa-
seni-

sewa-

(h)ni-

keni-

lati-

koti~

2 The notation (h) indicates that when the 2nd person singular
prefix is word initial it appears without the /h-/ but when it
is non-initial, the /h-/ is realized.

with
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6.3.42. Prefixes selected by Stem-Class II (stems
with initial: 1, n, w, ?, bi-consonantal clusters not covered in
Class I, tri-consonantal clusters): These prefixes are identical
to those selected by Stem-Class I above with the following

difference:

1st person singular ke~

6.3.43. Prefixes selected by tem-Class III (y-stems)
are also the same as those selected by Stem-Class I above with the
following difference:

2nd person singular (h)s-

6.3.4,., Prefixes selected by Stem-Class IV (i-stems):

1lst p. sg. k-

2nd p. sg. (h)s-

3rd p. sg. masculine 1a-
feminine/

indefinite ye-
feminine/
neuter ka-
1st p. dual inclusive/
exclusive yaken-

plural inclusive/

exclusive yakwa-
2nd p., dual sen-
plural sewa-

3rd p. dual masculine (h)n-



fem. /indef/

neuter

plural masculine

fem/indef/

neuter

ken-

lun-

kun-

Following all pronominal prefixes ending in vowels, the initial

/i-/ of the verb stem is lost.

1st p.
2nd p.

3rd p.

1st p.

2nd p.

3rd p.

6.3.45 Prefixes selected by Stem-Class V(a-stems):

singular
singular
sg. masculine
fem/indef
fem-neuter
dual inclusive
exclusive
plural inclusive
exclusive
dual
plural
dval masculine
fem/indef/

neuter

plural masculine

fem/indef

neuter

k-
(h)s-
1-

yu-=

yakw-

Sew=-

(h)y-

lu-

ku-

Here, too, prefixes ending in vowels are followed by verb

which lose their initial /a-/.

stems



1st
2nd

3rd

1st

2nd

3rd

pP.

p.

P.

P.

6.3.46.
singular
singular
sg. masculine

fem/indef

fem/neuter
dual inclusive
exclusive
plural inclusive
exclusive
dual
plural
dual masculine
fem/indef/
neuter

plural masculine

fem/indef/

neuter

95

Prefixes selected by Stem-Class VI (el-stems):

k-
(h)s-

1-

y (and in some cases /ya-/

which involves loss of stem
initial /e-/)

ten-
yaken=-

tew-
sen-
sew-

(h)n-

ken-

lun-

kun-

6.3.47 Prefixes selected by Stem-Class VII (e2-/

stems and all /a~/ stems):

1st p. singular k-

2nd p. singular (h)s-

3rd p. sg. masculine law-
fem/indef yakaw=
fem feuter yaw-



1st p.

2nd p.

3rd p.

(/o-/ stems
1st p.
2nd p.

3rd p.

1st p.

2nd p.

3rd p.

dual inclusive/
exclusive

plural inclusive/
exclusive

dual

plural

dual /plural

masculine

fem/indef /neuter

6.3.48,
and /u-/ stems):
singuvlar
singular
sg. masculine
fem/indef
fem/neuter
dual inclusive

exclusive
plural inclusive
exclusive
dual
plural
dval masculine
fem/indef/

neuter
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yaken-

yakw=-
sen-

SEW-

lun~

kun-

Prefixes selected by Stem-Class VIII

(n)s-
(h)1-

yak=

ten-
yaken=

tew-
yaky-
sen-

(h)n-

ken-
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plural masculine lun-
fem/indef/
neuter kun- (and in some cases free

variation with kon-)

6.3.5. Rules
On the basis of the data presented in the previous
section, more general rules can be formulated to account for the
attested shapes of the subjective pronominal prefixes. These

rules are stated below in terms of generalizations of phonological

selection.

6.3.51.
1st p. singular {k-} — k-/__ V
—J
___single t, k, j, s, h
—_h/C
____s/stop
____k/resonant
ke-/ _ single 1, n, w
2
____CC (ot h/C, s/stop,

k/resonant)

CCC

6.3.52
2nd p. singular {(h)s-} — (h)s-/__V

S
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(h)se-/___C (non-y)

6.3.53
3rd p. singular {hla-} hnla-/__ ¢
masculine lv-/ i (loss of i)

(W1-/__o, u, a, e
law-/___e?, v
One general morphophonemic rule applies to all masculine
pronominal prefixes (singular, dual, and plural):
1 — 14
h/when non-initial
This rule applies throughout except in verbs where the syllable
preceding the masculine pronominal prefix is stressed., Stress is
placed in accordance with counting and shifting rules stated in
3.7.2. above., The syllable preceding the pronominal prefix may
either contain a verbal prefix or it may be an empty syllable
containing a "dummy" vowel, The purpose of empty syllables is to
provide for the placement of stress and is necessary in the
construction of certain verbs,
When a stressed syllable precedes a masculine pronominal prefix,
the initial /~1-/ of the pronominal prefix is retained. For example:
/latd:lats? '"he hunts, is hunting, is a hunter"
1- 3rd person masculine singular subject
-até:lats '"hunt"
/%ehalistézlalaks/ "he types, is typing, is a typist"
te- duplicative prefix

-ha- 3rd person masculine singular subject



99

~list6:lalaks "type"
-list- "iron, metal"
-olalak- '"press, squeeze'
-s serial asﬁect suffix
but:
/i:lehle?/ '"he wants it, wants to..."
i:~ dummy vowel
=1l- 3rd person masculine singular subject
-ehl- '"want"
-7 perfective aspect suffix
/yaha:lawe?/ "he arrived there, went there, reached the top"
yah- translocative prefix
-a:- declarative modal prefix
-la- 3rd person masculine singular subject
-w- Marrive,"
-7 punctual aspect suffix

/hta?kéhsu ne vthle?/ ™he will walk here, come here on foot"
V- future modal prefix
-t- cislocative prefix
-hl- 3rd person masculine singular subject
-e~ "come"

-? perfective aspect suffix

6.3.54,
3rd p., singular { ye-) ye/__C
feminine/ i (loss of i)
indefinite yu-/___a (loss of a)

y=, yv=/ el (loss of el
occurs after yv-)
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yakaw-/ e, A

yak-/___ o, u

6.3.55.
3rd p. singular {ra-} —ka-/_C
feminine/ w-/___i (loss of i)
neuter w-/___a, et
yaw-/. e,
y-/___c, u
6.3.56.
1st p. dual [teni-} —teni-/ _C
inclusive ten-/ V (non-a)
Sxy-/__a
6.3.57
1st p. dual {yakeni-} — yakeni-/ C
exclusive yaken-/___V (non-a)
yaky-/__a
6.3.58
1st p. plural {tewa.-} — tewa-/ C
inclusive tewa-/ i (loss of 1)

tew-/___V (non-i)

3 This form is not as aberrant as it looks on the surface,
#*/-ty-/ is not permissable in Akwesasne Mohawk.
instead as /-ky-/ (see 4.2.12. above, ).

The cluster
It is realized
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6.3.59.
1st p. plural {yakwa—} —y yakwa~/___C
exclusive yakwa-/___i (loss of i)
vakw-/___a, e, &
yaky-/___0, u
6.3.60
2nd p. {seni-} — yseni-/ __C
dual sen-/___V (non-a)
hj-/__a
6.3.61.
2nd p. {sewa-} —ysewa-/___C
plural sewn-/____ i (loss of i)
sew-/___V (nonw=-i)(non-o,
u)
Y-/___o, u
6.3.62
3rd p. dual {(h)ni—} — (h)ni-/___C
Masculine (n)n-/_V (non-a)
(h)y-/___a
6.3.63.
3rd p. duval { keni-} —— keni-/__GC
feminine/ ken-/ __V (non-a)
indefinite/
neuter ky/ a

————

This form is not as aberrant as it looks on the
cluster */-sy=/ is not permissable in Akwesasne
represented on the surface by /-i-/

surface. The
rohewx bul is

~ - - ey
(sce L.2.13, above),
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6.3.64.,
3rd p. plural {1ati~} —ilati-/___©
masculine lon-/__ _V (ron-a)
lu-/___a (lcus of a)
6.3.65
3rd p. plural { koti-} — s koti-/ G
feminine/
kun-/ _ V (non-a)
indefinite/ -
neuter ku-/ 2 (loss of a)

6.3.6., Certain pronominal prefixes are affected by the
shape of the modal prefix which precedes them. A general.
morphophonemic rule can be stated which applies in all such cascs,
This rule is secondary; that is, it applies to the given
pronominal prefix after the shape of such a prefix is first selcected
on the basis of the morphophonenic rules given in 6.3.5 above,

The rule for the selection of pronominal prefixes by vertal
prefixes is:
verbal prefix ending /-?/ + pronominal prefix beginning
/y-/ — loss of prefix initial /fy-/
This rule applies specifically to the following pronominal
prefixes:

"feminine/Aindefinite singular: {ye-}
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1lst p. exclusive dual: {yakeni}
1lst p. exclusive plural: {yakwa-}
For example:

/vyekwé:ni ne tho yviyv/ "she, one will be able to go"
v- future modal prefix
-ye- 3rd person singular feminine-indefinite subject
-kwé:ni "can, be able to"

ﬁﬂa?ekwé?ni ne tho yé:yv/ ""'she, one was able to go"
wa ?- declarative modal prefix
-e- 3rd person singular feminine/indefinite subject
—kwé:ni "can, be able to"

To examplify the hierarchial process of rule application, the
rules for the formation of the verb /wa?ekwe:ni/ '"she, one was able to
... are given below:

1. modal prefix + pronominal prefix + verb stem

2. declarative mode + 3rd p. sing. fem/indef + "be able to"

3. declarative mode + 3rd p. sing. fem/indef + {-kwe:ni}

L. declarative mode + {ye-} + {-kwéEni}

5. {wa?} + {ye-} + [-kwéini}

é. {wa?} + /&ekwé:ni?/

7. /Wa?ekwé;ni?/

This schematization of the proper construction of the verb
/ka?ekwe;ni/ indicates that the proper form of the pronominal
prefix is selected first by the verb stem which follows it. Then the
pronominal prefix is secondarily affected by the shape of the modal

prefix which precedes it,.
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All of the allomorphs of the pronominal prefixes mentioned
above, i.e. {ye-,} {yakeni-}), and [yakwa-} are affected by the
/y-/ deletion rule, as are the fy-/ initial allomorphs of the 3rd
person feminine/neuter singular prefix, i.e, fyaw-/and /y-/, the
feminine/neuter prefixes which occur preceding stem-classes VII

(e~ and A- stems) and VIII (o- and u-stems), respectively.

6.4, Pronominal Prefix Components
On the basis of the data and the rules given in 6.3.5. and
6.3.6. above, certain recurring components can be isolated from the
subjective pronominal prefixes and particular meanings can be
assigned to them,

6.4.1, Singular Components

1st person k-
2nd person ~-5-
3rd person
masculine ~la-
feminine/
indefinite -ye=-
feminine/
neuter -ka-

6.4.,2, Non=-singular Components

inclusive -te-
exclusive ~ya-—
dual -ni-
plural

1st, 2nd p. ~wa-
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3rd p. -ti-

6.4.3. The following tree diagrams schematize the co-
occurrences of person, number, and gender components., The person
and number components are primary. The distinction of inclusive
and exclusive person and the distinctions of gender are secondary
since their application is restricted to a particular person
component and even within these persons, the distinctions are
sometimes merged., Since the person and number components are
equally primary, the trees can be arranged according to two equal
alternatives, The tree structure beginning with the person components
is given below:

1st person
— | \\\\“N\\\\\
singular dual plural

inclusive exclusive inclusive exclusive

2nd person

singular dual plural

3rd perSOn.\\\\\\\\\\\
singular dual plural
N /\ /\
masc, fem/ fem/ masc fem/ masc fem/
indef neuter indef/ indef/
neuter neuter

6.4.4., Formation of Non-singular Prefixes
In some cases, the shape of the non-singular
pronominal prefix is arrived at by the simple joining of the person
and number components. In others, certain phonological changes take

place in the formation of the non-singular pronominal prefixes, In

one instance, i,e. in the non-masculine dual and plural 3rd person,
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there is a neutralization of two categories distinguished in the
singular, That is, the categories of "feminine/indefinite" and
"feminine/neuter are merged in the dual and plural, The resultant
shape of the prefix is derived from the singular prefix for
"feminine/mneuter,"

6.4.41, The following chart contains an analysis of the
non-singular pronominal prefixes in terms of their components:
Person Inclusive/ Number
Exclusive

Incl.| Excl. Dual l Plural

1st dual te- -ni
incl. 1

1st dual k- I ya- -ni !
excl.,

Y T

|
1lst plural |
' |

incl. % te- -wa

1lst plural @ _ —wa
excl, i k Loya |

2nd dual S—- -ni

2nd plural f S= ! -wa.

3rd dual 1)-
masculine (1)

d 1 .
3§em§§gdef/ ke- -ni |
neuter

3rd plural

)
masculine la

3rd plural ‘
fem/indef/| ku- ,
neuter ko- -ti
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6.4.42. The inclusive prefixes are not marked for person.
It is possible that since "inclusive'" only occurs in the 1lst person, its
overt marking for person is redundant and therefore unnecessary. The
fact remains, however, that the exclusive prefixes are marked for

person althoug: they, too, only occur in the lst person.

6.4.43. In the 1lst and 2nd person non-singular prefixes,
the allomorphic shape of the person marker is in keeping with
selection rules specified in 6.4.1. and 6.4.2. above (with the
exception of the lst person plural exclusive). That is, the inclusion
of an epenthetic vowel, -e-, is necessary to break up an inadmissable
consonant cluster. For example: 2nd person /s-/ + dual /-ni/ ——>

{seni—}

6.4.4. In the 3rd person masculine dual prefix, the
person marker only appears when the pronominal prefix is non-initial.
And in non-initial position, /1-/ is realized as /h-/, in keeping with
the rule stated in 6.3.53. above.

6.4.45. The person markers for the 3rd person non-
masculine non-singular prefixes are somewhat aberrant and do not follow
directly from the rules for singular prefixes. As mentioned above, the
singular categories of "feminine/indefinite" and "feminine/neuter"
are merged in the non-singular forms, but the vowel in the resulting
person marker seems peculiar to these prefixes and does not follow

the previously stated general rules.

6.4.5 The following complete paradigms illustrate the

selection rules for the formation of the subjective pronominal prefixes.
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The eight paradigms illustrate the selection rules appropriate to each
of the eight verb stem-classes (see 6.2. above.). The following verb

stems are exemplified:

Class I: -hninu- "buy"

Class II: -nutek- "close"

Class II1: -yvtho- "plant"
Class IV: -i“telu- "live, stay"
Class V: =-atolat- "hunt"

Class VI: -ehl- "want"

Class VII: -enu- "walk, go by foot"
Class VIII: -uni~- "make, build"
Class I: -hninu- "buy" (see 6.3.41. above.)
khni :nus k hni :nus "I buy, am buying, am a
buyer"
sehni :nus se hni :nus "you (sg.) buy"
lahn{ :nus la hni :nus "he buys"
yehni :nus ye hni :nus "'she, one buys"
kahni :nus ka hni :nus "she, it buys"

. r'd
tenihni :nus

N I'd
teni hni:nus

“we

(dual incl.) buy"

yakenihni :nus yakeni hn{ :nus "we (dual excl.) buy"
tewahn{ :nus teva hni :nus "we (pl. incl.) buy™
yakwahn{ :nus yakwa hni :nus "we (pl. excl.) buy"

o Pd
senihni :nus

J
sewahni :nus

nihn{ :nus

. 7
seni hni:nus
P'd
sewa hnil :nus

. 7
ni hni:nus

nyou ( dual ) myn

"you (pl.) buy"

"they (masc. dual) buy"



kenihni :nus

latihni :nus

kotihni :nus

Class II: -nutek- "close" (see 6.3.42. above)
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keni hni :nus

lati hni :nus

koti hni:nus

kenu:teks
senii:teks
lani:teks
yenu :teks
kanu :teks

tenini:teks
yakeninu:teks
téwan :teks
yakwanﬁ:teks
senini :teks
sewanu :teks
nint:teks
keninu:teks
latinu:teks

kotinu:teks

ke nu:teks
se nu:teks
la nu:teks
ye nu :teks
ka nu:teks

teni nu:teks
yakeni nu:teks
tewa nii:teks
yakwa nﬁ:teks
seni nﬁ:teks
sewa nu:teks
ni nu:teks
keni nu:teks
lati ni:teks

koti nu:teks

"they (f£/i/n/ dual) buy"

"they (masc, pl.) buy"

"they (i/i/n pl.) buy"

"I'm closing it"

"you (sg.) are closing it"
"he's closing it"

"she, one is closing it"
"she, it is closing it"

"we (du. incl.) are
closing it"

"we (pl. incl.) are
closing it"

"we (du. excl.) are
closing it"

"we (pl. excl.) are
closing it"

"you (dual) are closing
it"

"you (pl.) are closing
it"

"they (masc. dual) are
closing it"

"they (f/i/n dual)are
closing it"

"they (masc. pl.) are
closing it"

"they (f/i/n pl.) are
closing it"
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"plant" (see 6-3 -l#3°

above.)

kyvthos

jéthos
layv¥thos
yey#thos
kayVvthos
teniyéthos
yakeniyéthos
teway%thos
yakwayﬁthos
seniyﬁihos
sewayvthos
niyéthos
keniyvthos
latiyvthos

kotiyvthos

Class IV: -i‘’teln-

k yvthos

j Vthos

1la ythos

ye yéthos

ka yGthos
teni yéthos
yakeni ychos
tewa yﬁthos
yakwa y(rthos
seni yGthos
sewa yvthos
ni ychos
keni yﬁthos
lati yvthos

koti yéthos

"live,stay" (see 6.3.44.

"I plant, am planting,
am a planter"

"you (sg.) plant"
"he plants"
"she, one plants"

"she, it plants"

ki:telu
ji:telu
1v:telu
yé:telu
kv:telu

yakeni :telu

yakwv:telu

k 1:telu
3 i:telu
1v: telu
ye: telu
kv: telu

yaken i:telu

yakwv: telu

"we (du. incl.) plant"

"we (du. excl.) plant"

"we (pl. incl.) plant"

"we (pl. excl.) plant"

"you (dual) plant"

"you (plural) plant"

"they (masc. du.) plant"

"they (f/i/n du.) plant®

"they (masc. pl.) plant"

"they (f/i/n pl.) plant"

above.)

"I live, stay (there)"

"you (sg.) live"
"he lives"

"she, one lives"
"she, it lives"

"we (du. incl, excl)
live"

"we (pl. incl, excl)
live"



seni :telu
sewv:telu
ni:telu

keni :telu
lunl:telu

kuni :telu

Class V: -atolat-

—— o s

kato:lats

sato:lats
lat6:lats
yuto:lats
wato:lats
kyato:lats
yavkato:lats
tewato:lats
yakwato:lats
jato:lats
sewato:lats
vato:lats
kyato:lats
luto:lats

kuto:lats

"hunt"
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sen i:telu
sew%: telu
n i:telu

ken i:telu
lun i:telu

kun 1:telu

(see 6.3.45. above.

"you (dual) live"

"you (plural) live"
"they (masc. dual) live"
"hey (£f/i/n du.) live"
"they (masc. pl.) live"

"they (f/i/n pl.) live"

L atd:lats

s at6:lats

1 até:lats
yu to:lats

w ato:lats
ky ato:lats
yaky ato:lats
tew ato:lats
yakw ato:lats
j atd:lats
sew ato:lats
y ato:lats
ky ato:lats
lu to:lats

ku to:lats

"I hunt, am hunting,
am a hunter"

"you (sg.) hunt"

"he hunts"

"she, one hunts"

"she, it hunts"

"we (dual incl) hunt"
"we (dual excl) hunt"
"we (pl. incl) hunt®
"we (pl. excl) hunt"
"you (dual) hunt"

"you (plural) hunt®
"they (masc. du.) hunt"
"they (f/i/n du.) hunt"
"they (masc. pl.) hunt"

"they (f/i/n pl.) hunt"
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Class VI: -ehl- '"want (see 6.3.46. above.)

P USSR S e e T S

{:kehle* i: k ehle” "I qant it, I want to..."
ihsehle? { ns ehle” "you (sg.) want"
{:lehle? {: 1 enhlex "he wants"

i:yehle” {: y ehle: "she, one wants"

i :wehle* i: w ehle: "she, it wants"
itenehle~ i ten ehle” "we (du,incl) want"
yakenehle* yaken ehle* "we (du.excl) want"
{tewehle? { tew ehler "we (pl. incl.) want"
yakwehle" yakw ehle- "we (pl.excl.) want"
{senehle” i sen ehle” "you (dual) want"
{sewehle? i sew ehle~ "you (plural) want"
’{hnehle" { hn ehle” "they (masc.du.) want™
{kenehle? { ken ehle” "they (f/i/n du.) want"
10 :nehle* li:n ehle* "they (masc. pl.) want"
ku:nehle" ku:n ehle? "they (f/i/n pl.) want"

Class VII: =-enu- "walk, go by foct" (see 6.3.47. above.)

— et . e e e g e s 8 e s e e s i e 1 e e o g et - 2 e

7/
nitewaké :nu ni:te wa k e:nu "I walked her, came by
foot"
/
nitehse :nu ni te hs e:nu "you (sg.) came™
nithawg:nu ni t haw e:nu ""he came"
5

Note that the form /fhnehle”/ is an exception to the
morphophonemic rule: V + h + resonant —V: (see 3.7.14.).



nikyakawéﬁnu

/
nikyawe :nu

Ve
nikyakene :nu

nikyakwe :nu

nitesene :nu
nitesewe :nu

nithune :nu

nitekune :nu

Class VIII:

ni

ni

ni

ni

ni

ni

ni

-uni- "make, build"
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k yakaw é:nu
k yaw e:nu

k yaken é:mu
kyakw e:nu

te sen e:mu
te sew e:nu

t hun é:nu

te kun e:nu

(see 6.3.48.

""'she, one came"
"she, it came"

"we (dual incl, excl)
came'"

"we (pl. incl, excl)
came'"

"you (dual) came™
"you (plural) came™

"they (masc dual, pl.)
came"

"they (f/i/n du., pl.)
came"

above)

ku:nis

sﬁ:nis
hlu:nis
yakﬁ:nis
y&nis
tend}nis
yakenu:nis
Id
tewu:nis
yakyu:nis

’

senu:nis
j&:nis
nu:nis
kenu:nis
lunﬂ:nis

kunu :nis

k u:nis

s u:nis

hl u:nis

yak-ﬁ:nis

y u:nis

ten u:nis

yaken u:nis

tew u:nis

yaky u:nis

sen u:nis

J u:nis

n u:nis

ken u:nis

lun u:nis

kun u:nis

"I make, build; am making,
building; am a maker,
builder"

"you (sg.) make"

""he makes"

"she, one makes"

"she, it makes"

"we (du incl) make"

"we (du excl) make"

"we (pl. incl.) make"

"we (pl. excl.) make"

"you (dual) make"

"you (pl.) make"

"they (masc dual) make"

"they (f/i/n dual) make"

"they (masc pl) make"

"they (f/i/n pl) make"
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6.5. Objective Pronominal Prefixes

Objective Pronominal Prefix:

subjective objective
pronominal +  prefix
prefix marker

The objective pronominal prefix consists of the subjective
pronominal prefix and an objective marker. The particular positional
arrangements of these two components for each person will be discussed

in 6.5.2. below and following.

6.5.1. Objective pronominal prefixes express a number of
relationships between the agent and patient or beneficiary of a verb.
These relationships are outlinedand exemplified below.

1. Animate agent and neuter patient. (These verbs are often
translated into English as transitives.):
/wakakye’s/ "I lose it, I keep losing it"

wa- objective marker

-k- 1st person singular prefix

-akye?- '"lose"

-s serial aspect suffix

/tewakatuhujﬁ:ni/ "T want it, I want to do it"

te~- duplicative prefix

-w- objective marker

-k- 1st person singular prefix

—atuhnjd:ni  "want"

/loka:latus/ '"he tells stories"

1- 3rd person masculine singular prefix
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-o- objective marker
~ka:latu- "tell a story"
-s serial aspect suffix

2. Neuter agent and animate patient. (These verbs are often
translated into English as passives.):

/ﬁkenehlé:ko?/ "it surprised me; I was surprised"

u~- objective marker and declarative modal prefix
-ke- 1st person singular prefix
-nehla:ko? "surprise"
/ukwatv’anahlo?/ "I've been witched"
u~ objective marker and declarative modal prefix
-kw- 1st person singular prefix
-at@ nahlo? Mwitch™
/wahoteselu:ti?/ "lightning hit him; he was hit by lightning"
wa~- declarative modal prefix
-h- 3rd person masculine singular prefix
-0~ objective marker
~teselu:ti% "(lightning) hit"

3. There are certain verb bases which occur only with objective
pronominal prefixes. The prononimal prefix is often translated as
the subject or actor, the verb generally describing a state or
condition of the grammatical subject. The whole construction is
often translated into English as an intransitive verb.

/wakewa :nis/ "I stutter, I'm a stutterer"
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