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SYMBOLS AND CONVENTIONS

Consonants

[#] bilabial fricative

[7] lateral fricative

[s]‘ dentaIAfricative

[¥] palafé} fricative

[c] dentoié]veo]ar affricate

[¢] pa]atéﬁ affricate

[v] voiceélvelar approximate

[x] voiéeless velar continuent

[é] voicedipharayngeal continuent
[h] voiceless pharyngeal continuent
[g] velar nasal

[/IN// nasa]?horphophoneme

N/ neutraiization of //m//, //n//, and //N//

/§/ neutralization of /3/ and /¢/

Vowels

[=] shortgfunstressed central vowel
[a] short;gstressed ventral vowel

[¥] unroun&ed [o]

xii
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[m] unrounded [u]

/0/ neutralization of /a/ and /o/

Diacritics .

/:/ vowel length

[-] 'half-long' vowel or consonant
/V/ . nasalization

['] stress

[¢] Tax consonant

[™] velarized '1"

[ﬂ]; voiceless nasal

[N] syllabic nasal

[?] glottal stop

[C'] unreleased articulation
[ 1 phonetic transcription

/ / phonemic transcription

// // morphophonemic transcription

Pitch

/N / low pitch
/-/ mid pitch
/ 7/ high pitch

Xiii
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Other

C any consonant
any vowel
any. obstruent

any sonorant

< ~ xR =

CV syllable boundary

stem boundary

- morpheme boundary
* _non-occurring form
~ alternate form.

s s infix boundary

xiv
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A PHONOLOGY AND MORPHOLOGY
OF MIKASUKI

By
Mary Tyler Derrick-Mescua
March 1980

Chairman: M. J. Hardman-de-Bautista
Major Department: Linguistics

Mikasuki is an Eastern Muskogean language spoken by approxi-
mately 74% of the 2,000 Florida Seminole, who 1ive in the southern
part of the state. While brief mention of the language was made in
the 18th and 19th centuries, the bulk of descriptive studies has been
written during the last twenty years. The present study, which
includes a detailed phonological description and a morphological
sketch, is the most extensive work to appear to date. It is based on
data collected during five and one half months' residence at Big
Cypress Reservation in south Florida and on work with various Mikasuki
speakers off the reservation over a five-year period from 1972 until
1977.

Chapter 1 presents a brief history of the development of
the Seminole, a description of the linguistic situation and bilingual

education projects of the Seminole, and a survey of literature.
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Chapters 2 through 5 contain the phonological analysis with emphasis
on the suprasegmentals of pitch, length and stress.

The phonemic inventory of consonants and vowels, their distri-
bution within the syllable and positions of contrast and neutralization
are given in Chaﬁter 2. The distribution of the three contrastive
pitches, conditioned by phonological and morphological criteria, and
the phonetic details of the realization of the contrastive pitches is
given in Chapter 3. Chapter 4 is concerned with contrastive vowel
length and nasalization. The distribution of stress in noun roots,
and in inflected and uninflected verbs is given in Chapter 5.

Chapters 3, 4, and 5, and Appendix II also contain spectro-
graphic data obtained fromwide- and'narrow-band 'spectr'_ograms and average
amplitude readings made from data taped in the field. These were
used in the discussion of the phonetic realization of pitch, length,
nasalization and stress.

The morphological sketch in Chapter 6 summarizes and expands
the grammatical examples used throughout the study and points to
areas needing further research. Also included are two texts in phonetic
and phonemic transcriptions, with interlinear and free translations.

The three appendices contain a discussion of the Mikasuki
alphabet, wide-band spectrograms comparing nasalized and non-nasalized

vowels, and a list of a-stem and i-stem verbs.
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, CHAPTER 1
HISTORY OF THE SEMINOLE AND REVIEW OF LITERATURE

1.0 The Florida Seminole

Mikasuki is:spoken:by approximately 74% of the some 2,000 Florida
Seminole; Seminole, the Florida dialect of Creek, by 23%; and English
by the remaining 3%. Mikasuki and Seminole are classified as Muskogean,
the great language family of the Southeast. The languages of this
family are grouped in dialectal pairs, the Eastern languages being
Mikasuki-Hitchiti, Creek-Seminole, and Alabama-Koasati. The Western
languages are Choctaw and Chickasaw (Haas, 1941:54-55). A1l are spoken
today except Hitchiti.

Although there are Seminole in Oklahoma and Florida, Mikasuki is
spoken dnly in Florida. Creek is the language of the Oklahoma Seminole,
and Seminole the Florida dialect of that language. Alabama is spoken in
Texas, and Koasati in Texas and Louisiana. Chickasaw speakers live in
Oklahoma today,and Choctaw speakers in Oklahoma, Mississippi, and
Louisiana (Crawford, 1975:25-44).

The Florida Seminole 1ive in the southern part of the state,
from Lake Okeechobee south to the Tamiami Trail, west to Naples, énd
east to Fort Lauderdale and Miami. There are five reservations.
Brighton is situated to the northwest of Lake QOkeechobee, Big Cypress
(composed of two adjoining reservations, one federal and one state) to

the south of the lake in the center of the state, Hollywood (formerly
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Dania) near Fort Laudérda]e, and the 'Trail,' belonging to the Miccosukee
Tribe of Florida, on the Tamiami Tradil running between Naples and Miami.
A small group of families is located in Immokalee, a rural community
west of Big Cypress reservation. Other families Tive along the Tamiami
.Trail but not on the reservation; Seminoles also live in Naples, Miami,
and other South Florida towns.

There are two separate Seminole tribal organizations--the
Seminole Tribe of Florida and the Miccosukee Tribe of Florida. The
people who live on the reservation located along the 'Trail' belong to
the latter group, and the people of the Brighton, Big Cypress and
Hollywood reservations to the former group. Thus the Seminole Tribe
is composed of people who speak both Mikasuki and Seminole, which is
usually called 'Creek' by the Indians themselves. This tribal division,
made by people who share a common culture, was done for philosophical
reasons. Miccosukees were more traditionalist and desired less contact
with outsiders.

The Seminote Tribe isatﬁ-partite organization. . The political
entity, the 'Seminole Tribe of Florida,' is run by the tribal council.
The economic entity, the 'Seminole Tribe of Florida, Inc,,' is headed
by a board of directors. Both the board and the counxiT have five
members each, but the president of the board of directors is also the
vice-chairman of the tribal council (Garbarino, 1972:87). The organi-

zation is as follows:
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Tribal Council Board of Directors
Chairman Vice-chairman President Vice-pfesident
One representative from One representative from
each reservation--Brighton, each reservation--Brighton,
Big Cypress and Hollywood Big Cypress and Hollywood

People who are at least one-quarter Seminole are eligible for tribal
membership; they are at the same ‘time shareholders in the corporation.
Two different general sources of income are available to members
of the tribe. Dividends are paid out of money earned by the tribal
businesses, but the greater part of a person's incdme comes from
individual effort. Tribal enterprises include cattle and range manage-
ment, leasing of reservation land for agriculture and mining, a tourist
center called Okalee Village Tocated on the Hollywood reservation, a
credit union, a loan program and a cattle ranching operation. Individual
Seminole work in these tribal projects as managers, directors, sales-
people, secretaries, and clerks. Other tribal organizations providing
jobs are the Indian Health Board, the Headstart and Hot Meals programs,
the Tribal Housing Authority, the Utilities Commission and the Alligator
Times, the tribe's newspaper {Tribal Organization Chart, July 1974).
Individuals may also do craft work, field or ranch work at
farms near the reservations, or teach at Ahfahkee Day School and the
Adult Education Program at Big Cypress. One person is an ‘Avon Lady.'
Contrary to popular opinion, 'very limited numbers, less than 3%, are

recipients of state-federal welfare' (Fairbanks, 1973:50).
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There is a great contrast between 1ife at Hollywood reservation
and at Big Cypress reservation, although their populations are about
equal. The former is the seat of tribal goyernmeﬁt and the headquarters
of the local representative of the Bureau of Indian Affairs. It is also
an urban reservation, located between U.S. 441 and the Sunshine State
Parkway. Tourism is encouraged. The Seminole who work for the tribal
government live on the reservation or in the vicinity, and their Tives
are similar to those of their non-Indian neighbors across the street.
Hollywood people have a great deal of contact with the outside world
and are accustomed to it.

Big Cypress is located about two hours' drive from Hollywood.

It is reached by taking 'Alligator Alley,' as State Road 838 is called.
Approaching from the east one turns off the double-lane toll road onto
Snake Road, which winds north through vistas of sawgrass with hardwood
hammocks (raised land on which trees taller than the surrounding sawgrass
can grow) protruding roundly on the horizon; White cattle egrets probe
the grass beside the road, and flocks of white ibis, ducks, and wood
ibis, called /fBEtékw?/ 'dried-up heads,' soar overhead. ‘An occasional
swallow-tailed kite, the /HEE?B]S%k?] 'scissor-tail,' floats low over
the marsh. Closer to the residential part of the reservation, cattle
graze in improved pasture. Across the bridge over a large drainage
canal cutting through the reservation, stand Ahfachkee Day School, the
principal's housé, the adult education trailer, and the trailers housing
the day school teachers. Looming above is the green water tower. There

are also several kinds of houses for Seminole families along this road:
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cement block houses, trailers, traditional palm-thatched houses called
'chickees' (/E?k?] 'house'), and wooden frame houses with screened
windows. The latter were built to overcome the feeling of being
'closed into' the cement block houses, and to approach the air-cooled
comfort of the chickee, while still enabling people to‘have modern
baths, kitchens, etc. Like the traditional camps, the frame dweliihgs
of each family have separate buildings for cooking, sieeping and bathing.
Past the school and the land management equipment compound are two small
general stores, a baseball field, the building housing the hot meal
program, and a circular road with more cement block homes and several
duplexes along it. This miniature subdivision is the most densely
populated part of the reservation. Surrrounding the reservation to
the west and north are large ranches and agricultural lands. Forty-
five miles to the north on the edge of Lake Okeechobee is Clewiston,
a sugar-refining center, surrounded by cane fields. On weekends there
is a general exodus from the reservation, with people going to Clewiston,
or Immokalee to the west, for shopping, clothes washing, and amusement.
The people at Big Cypress are ﬁore wary of outsiders than the
Hollywood people are, and outsiders are very conspicuous on the
reservation. Few visitors come, although one gfi the stores stocks
a small supply of handicrafts made for sale to tourists. Strangers are
treated courteously but distantly. Voices are low, and eyes averted.
This is Seminole politeness; it is rude to stare at the person with
whom you are talking. A non-Indian coming to work on the reservation

is also treated courteously, but formally until the person's character
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is revealed. Joking énd.humorous comments become common once an out-
sider is accepted.

At Hollywood and Big Cypress, tribal and BIA employees wear
the dresses, slacks, and shirts common to the general population, as
do the school children. The same is true of Seminole teachers at
Ahfachkee and the aduit education program. However, it is common to
see women wearing the traditional Seminole skirt at Big Cypress. Oilder
women weér ankle-length skirts and some the net overblouse (/ESmﬁBtE:k?Y).
Younger women wear their skirts at just below knee level and only wear
overblouses on special occasions. Men wear Seminole jackets on dress-up
occasions, made by the same technique that is used in making the women's
skirts.

Two specialties of the Seminole diet are frybread and sofkee,
called /BkI;} in Mikasuki. Frybread (/13p52117)',is a round, flat
bread made of self-rising flour and water friéd'hiafrying pan with
0il until it is splotched with gold. Sofkee is a drink made of corn.

In the old days corn was parched and pounded with a mortar and pestle
before being boiled to make the thin, lumpy drink. Today's convenience
method uses store-bought corn meal and baking powder.

A typical meal consists of a starch, such as rice, beans or
spaghetti, fried or boiled meat, frybread, fruit, and a soft drink, fruit
Jjuice or /Bk}?]. Large quantities of food are cooked, so that some can
be saved for a later meal, and large quantities are served.

Most food comes from the grocery, but hunting and fishing provide

some items. Deer is the favorite game, and ducks and other birds are
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also hunted. One person mentioned that the white ibis, /6?16?1?7, is
very tasty. Fish and turtles are caught in the canals. Rabbits are

not eaten, because the meat is said to cause muscle cramps.

1.1 Methodology

The principal method used for the descriptive analysis of
Mikasuki phonology is the one developed for the study of u