AN OUTLINE OF TAOS GRAMMAR
GEORGE L. TRAGER

1. INTRODUCTION

§1:1. Location. The Taos language is spoken by about eight hundred Indians
constituting the population of Taos Pueblo, two miles north of the Spanish and
Anmerican town of Taos (hereafter referred to as Taos Village) in northern New
Mexico. There are at present no immediate Indian neighbors of the Taos, but there
is evidence of various kinds that there were Indian settlements originally at Arroyo
Hondo (twelve miles north), at a spot just east of the present Taos Village, and at
Ranchos de Taos (six miles south), if not elsewhere.

§1:2. Dialects and bilingualism. It can be assumed that the extinct neighbors
of Taos spoke dialects similar to that of the present pueblo. But the Taos language
now presents no dialectic divisions, being spoken alike, so far as can be ascertained,
by all the inhabitants. The oldest people, especially very old women, speak only
Taos, but there are few such unilingual individuals; men and women of fifty or
over speak Taos and Spanish; those between twenty and fifty years of age speak
Taos, English and Spanish, the English improving as age decreases, and the Span-
ish correspondingly deteriorating; the children from school age (about five) to
twenty speak Taos and English. Very young children speak only Taos, though
in a few families English is used in the home.

§1:3. Linguistic relationships. Taos belongs to the Tiwa subfamily of the
Tanoan family of the Azteco-Tancan stock of languages. Its exact relations, and a
brief sketch of historical phonology and morphology will be found in chapter six.

§1:4. Bibliography. Partial recordings of the Taos language have been made
from time to time by various investigators, and there is some published material.

J. P. Harrington collected linguistic data at Taos in 1907 and 1908, and has a
considerable body of text and other material in hand. He has published these pa-
pers: Notes on the Piro Language; about 180 Taos words are cited in comparison
with other Tanocan languages, and the classification of the Tanocan languages into
three subfamilies was first made; An Introductory Paper on the Tiwa Language,
Dialect of Taos, New Mexico; a brief sketch of Taos phonetics and morphology is
given, with a text and vocabulary; Ambiguity in the Taos Personal Promoun, a
survey of the pronominal prefrxes. Several other publications of Harrington’s deal-
ing with Tewa or other linguistic and anthropological subjects contain references
to or citations of Taos words.

Jaime de Angulo collected Taos material some years after Harrington. I have
seen a copy of his manuscript, but have not used the material in my own studies.

184



TRAGER: AN OUTLINE OF TAOS GRAMMAR 185

1 have published the following: The Language of the Pueblo of Taos, New
Mexico (in phonetic transcription), with a discussion of Taos phonetics, phonetic
and phonemic transcriptions of a text (“The Northwind and the Sun,” translated
from English for me), and a free interlinear translation; the material is now subject
to correction in several respects, notably in the phonemic analysis of diphthongs,
and in that tones are not noted; The Days of the Week in the Language of Taos
Pueblo, New Mexico, a discussion of the Spanish loanwords for the weekday names;
two Taos tales in text, with interlinear and free translation, as an Appendix to
Elsie Clews Parsons® Taos Tales; also many Taos words (especially personal and
proper names) in footnotes throughout the same volume; The Comparative Phonol-
ogy of the Tiwa Languages, a study of the phonemic correspondences between
Taos, Picuris, Sandia, and Isleta, based on a considerable number of common items
vocabulary; The Kinship and Status Terms of the Tiwa Languages, a presentation
of all the terms of the four Tiwa languages as recorded by me, with phonological
reconstruction to Proto-Tiwa, and discussion of meanings and other important
points; Spanish and English Loanwords in Taos.
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$1:5. Sources and acknowledgments. The material for the present Outiine was
collected partly during the year 1935-1936, while I was teaching in southern Colo-
rado, by means of short trips to Taos periodically, and again during a six-weeks
stay at Taos Village in the summer of 1937. The latter stay was made possible by
a grant from the Department of Anthropology of Yale University, for whose
generous assistance grateful acknowledgment is hereby made.

From November, 1935 to May, 1936, one informant, **A,” was used. He was
a good worker and knew what was wanted, but refused to continue, through fear
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of exposure, and another had to be found. This one, “B,” proved highly intelli-
gent and very much interested in the work as such; he was used again in 1937
for the whole period. The wives of these two men, especially of *A,” also con-
tributed occasional information. In 1937 a third informant, *‘C,” was also used,
on part time. A few other individuals supplied occasional words and phrases. Be-
cause of the prevailing social situation at the pueblo, the identity of the informants
must be carefully guarded, and they will be referred to, when necessary, only by
the letters; they were all young men of about thirty years of age. “A™ supplied
the initial vocabulary of about 600 words, several short texts (including the
“The Northwind and Sun™ version and text 1 of “Two Taos Tales™), and basic
paradigmatic material. “B” checked and corrected, where necessary, all this ma-
terial, furnished the bulk of the remaining vocabulary (the total being about 2500
items), and a considerable amount of text, with very extensive morphological ma-
terial, and he recognized the tones and helped in recording them properly. “C”
furnished over half of the 1937 texts, including text 2 of *“Two Taos Texts,” and
some other material. To “A,” “B,” and *“C,” but especially to “B,” and to their
wives and families and friends, I extend my thanks for their kindness, interest, and
hospitality, and renew my promise to keep their identities hidden so long as they
wish it so.

To the memory of Professor Edward Sapir I pay homage, and recall gratefully
his interest in my American and other linguistic work, his willingness to publish
this Outline, and his sympathy and encouragement.

This sketch was written in 1937, and was revised (principally in the phonol-
ogy) in 1939. Publication having been delayed, nothing more was done to it until
the summer of 1944, when I gave it a final rereading, added some items of bibli-
ography, changed some points of transcription, and made some other changes
(chiefly stylistic). I have not been able to return to Taos since 1937, so there has
been no new material for me to work on.

I must express my thanks to Cornelius Osgood for including this sketch in the
present volume, which he rescued from oblivion by means of the Viking Fund.

§1:6. Conventions of form. In this work all Taos linguistic material—pho-
nemes, stems, affixes, words—is in roman type. Translations are in quotation
marks, as are words of languages other than Taos used as occasional examples.
Phonetic transcriptions are in roman type, within square brackets, the symbols
being those suggested or described by B. Bloch and myself in Qutline of Linguistic
Analysis,! these being in general the same as the symbols of the International
Phonetic Association.

Chapters are numbered and subdivided decimally.

1 B. Bloch and G. L. Trager, Outline of Linguistic Analysis (Linguistic Society of America, Bal-
timore, 1942), pp. 18-37.
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2. PHONOLOGY

§2:1. Definitions, orthography. The phonology of a language is defined as in-
cluding all the phenomena relevant to the production and use of its sounds. It
can be subdivided into phonetics and phonemics, and morphophonemics can be
treated with it. The phonetics of Taos will be considered within the framework
of the phonemic description. Phonemics deals with the phonemes of a language as
units of pattern in forming morphemes, without regard to the values of the mor-
phemes. Morphophonemics is concerned with the relationship of the phonemes
within the pattern of function possessed by the morphemes composed of them.

A phoneme is a class of sounds in a given language, such that it is different
from all other similar classes, and serves as a unit of the structure of morphemes;
the number of such classes is limited, all sounds used in the language are assignable
to one of these classes, and each class may include one or several sounds (which
may be called allophones). A morphophoneme is a class of phonemes formed by one
or more phonemes functioning in a defined way to give value to a morpheme.

Phonemes constituting parts of syllables in succession are called segmental;
in Taos and usually, they are the vowels and consonants. Phonemes applying to
syllables as a whole are prosodic; in Taos and usually, they are the various accen-
tual phenomena.

The following symbols will be used to write Taos (in alphabetical order):
’,a,3,b,c,c,d, e ¢0 f),ghiikk, ke, ke, ,}, m,n,0, 9, p, P, P'» I, S, L,
t’, t', u, y, W, X, Xw, y; and with vowels these accents (illustrated with a): la, 3, 4, .
Punctuation: comma (,) and period (.). See §2:21-2:233 for the values of these
symbols. In all my work on Taos previous to the article Spanish and English Loan-
words (except in the footnotes to Parsons’s Taos Tales) I used the symbol j for the
palatal semivowel instead of y. But I have now decided to use y in all my Tiwa
studies, and am making the change definitive here.

§2:2. Phonemics.

§2:21. The sentence, the phrase, the word.

§2:211. Sentence and phrase types. There are no phonemes of intonation ac-
companying the sentence in Taos, but only a sentence-marker of intonation. That
is, there are no contrasting types, and all sentences have the same intonation. The
rise and fall of the voice is governed by the stress-tone combinations of the words,
which remain essentially unchanged, and at the end there is a general falling-off—
rather abrupt in character—with definite pause. The Taos sentence is not far dif-
ferent in intonation from an ordinary English statement. Questions, exclamations,
emphatic statements, all have the same intonations, and are distinguished from the
declarative sentences, if at all, by special words or particles. The phonemic limita-
tions of the beginning and end of a sentence are the same as those of a word (§2:22),
and a single syllable may be a full sentence. The end of a sentence is marked by a
period (as in the “ Appendix™ to Taos Tales).
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Within a sentence of more than one syllable there may be distinguished pauses
which correspond to definite syntactic divisions; these pauses are usually shorter
than the sentence-final pause, and in every case the preceding syllables have no
fnal falling intonation, but a level or suspended intonation, showing that more is
coming. The parts of a sentence between its beginning and such a pause, between
two such pauses, and between such a pause and a sentence-final pause, may be
called phrases (initial phrase, medial phrase, fimal phrase); each phrase pause is
marked by a comma (as in the * Appendix™).

It should be emphasized that the use of any punctuation marks other than the
period and comma in Taos would be unwarranted by the phonemic facts of the
language as I now know them. It may be that instrumental recordings would indi-
cate some variation of the two types of intonation described. But the real varia-
tions from intonational monotony in Taos speech are due to the fixed stress and
tone patterns, and are less numerous and extensive than the sentence-intonations
of most European languages.

§2:212. The word. A Taos word must begin in a consonant; it may end in a
vowel, or in one of the consonants which may check a syllable (§2:233), or in one
of the rare syllable-final two-consomant clusters. It may consist of only one syl
lable, or of as many as eight or even more, though most words are of two, three,
or four syllables, and the longer ones always consist of compounds of two or more
stems, with various affixes. Each word, whether of one syllable or more, has one
loud stress (§2:221); however, some monosyllables that are pronounced with loud
stress in isolation may have this replaced by weak stress within the phrase or
sentence; the exact conditions of this change have not been determined; these
weak-stressed “waords”™ will probably have to be written as enclitics (proclitics),
with some symbol connecting them to the next word having a loud stress. Words
of two or more syllables have one or more syllables with medial stress or weak
stress, in any combination, to any number, and in any position relative to the
loud stress, except that a loud stress is not followed by more than three other
syllables (§2:223).

From these data it is clear that within a phrase or sentence there are as many
words as there are loud stresses. If there is found a cluster of three consonants,
there must be word-division between the second and third. But between two con-
sonants or between a vowel and a following consonant (itself followed by a vawel),
there need necessarily be only syllable division; this syllable division may also be
word-division, but does not have to be such. That is, the exact point between two
loud stresses at which word-division exists is not always determinable phonemi-
cally by my present data. It seems certain however that a consideration of all the
kinds of accent-combinations possible, and instrumental recordings of the values
of all nonloud-stressed syllables (such as the finals with raised pitch, see §2:223)
and of pauses between syllables, would make it possible to state in purely phonemic
terms the limits of a word.
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On a morphological basis, the minimum free form consisting of a stem, which
may itself be a free form, and all its affixes and compounded stems, can be clearly
defined. Each such morphological word is found to have one loud stress, and it
seems highly probable that the limits determined morphologically would be found
to coincide in large part with such phonemic limits as might be found by the pro-
cedure just suggested. Accordingly, in all cases other than those of isolated words,
word-division has here been determined by morphological criteria when the avail-
able phonemic description does not suffice.

The material in the preceding three paragraphs would come under the heading
of what I have come to call juncture phomemes since this was written. My notes
and phonetic data show that Taos has some kind of internal open juncture within
many of its longer words, but until the data can be restudied, and new material
gathered in the field, the analysis as here given will have to stand.

§2:22. Prosodic phonemes.

§2:221. Stress. Stress is a phonemic feature of Taos, existing in the form of
loud stress, medial stress, and weak stress. The first two may be combined with
any one of the three tones. That stress as such is phonemic is indicated by the fact
that no rules on a phonemic level can be devised determining the place of the
stressed syllables in a word, and such rules as can be laid down for certain mor-
phological combinations are either very complicated or show many exceptions.
There are not many instances of words distinguished by the position of loud stress
alone (that is, without accompanying tone differences), but there are some: 7oh'a
“you sg. killed him™: ?lohu “he is washing it,” ?an?'o ‘‘they two washed themselves™:
?7ign?,0 ““they two washed him.” Moreover, many nouns vary the stress patterns as
between singular and plural absolute forms, and these changes are as important to
correct apprehension of the forms as those in the suffixes. It will be shown in §2:232
how vowel length varies with stress. '

Loud and medial stress are phonemically distinct, though there is some me-
chanical distribution of medial stress (as the “secondary™ stress, the loud stress
being primary) with normal tone, and a complete complementation of the two
(from present evidence) in both the low and high tones (§2:223). Medial stress is
found only where a loud stress is present, and only one loud stress is found in a
phonemic word. The two are both distinct, of course, from weak-stressed (“un-
stressed””) syllables.

Loud stress is a loudness of the syllable affected as compared with other
syllables. Medial stress is a similar loudness, but less in degree. Weak stressed syl-
lables are markedly less loud, and in ordinary speech are considerably shurred,
with some obscuring of the clearness of the vowel: nasal vowels especially become
rather indistinct under these conditions.

§2:222. Tone. There is a threefold distinction of tone in Taos loud- and
medial-stressed syllables, the combinations of stress and tone being phonemically
distinct. The tones are high, normal, low. The normal is by far the most common,
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low tone is fairly common in stems, and high tone is limited to a few stems and
suffixes (all of these, however, being of frequent recurrence). There are many pairs
of words distinguished by tone alone: c!y *“to pass by™: c **to suck,” wlema “one™:
wema ““it is real.” In weak-stressed syllables there is only one kind of tone, which
is taken to be the normal, as such syllables are usually like normal loud-stressed
syllables in pitch.

Normal tone is for the most part at the usual pitch level for an individual’s
speech, and is of course relative, differing from speaker to speaker. High tone is
distinctly higher and sharper. Low tone is distinctly lower and drawling.

§2:223. Accentual patterns. The stress and tone types described constitute
two separate accentual systems, which, combining in definite patterns, give rise
to seven types of syllables (a syllable being further defined segmentally, §2:231).
These are: loud normal—written 'a, medial normal—a, loud low—32, medial low—
also 3, loud high—4, medial high—also 4, weak—unmarked (a). For high and low
tones the loud and medial stresses are complementarily distributed, and it is there-
fore possible to use one symbol in each case and avoid unnecessary graphic com-
plexity.

The stress system takes priority over the tone system, as is shown by the
lack of tone distinctions with one of its types (weak stress), and by the fact that
the word is definable in terms of the stress of syllables and not of their tone
(§2:212).

In a word having a loud normal stress, all other syllables have medial or weak
stress. If there is no loud normal, of two low-toned syllables the second is loud-
stressed if it is not the last syllable, in which case the first is loud; the same rule
holds for two high tones, or for a low and a high, in the absence of a loud normal.

Tworsyllable words may have these patterns: t'ana, tlana, t'an4, tina, tina,
tan4, tina, tind—all with loud stress on the first syllable; and tan'a, tjan'a, tanla,
tén'a, tjana, t;an4, with loud stress on the second syllable. Three-syllable words
may have loud stress on any one of the three syllables, with weak stress or medial
stress on one or both of the others. The same holds for four-syllable words. Words
of more than four syllables do not seem to have loud stress further back than
the fourth syllable from the end. The syllable preceding loud stress may have a
medial stress or a weak stress; if it is weak-stressed, then the syllable before it
most often has medial stress, usually with normal tone. A third syllable before
the loud stress may have medial stress, in which case the two syllables following it
are usually both weak-stressed.

Normal loud stress has a rising pitch immediately before a high medial stress.
Final weak-stressed syllables two syllables or more after the loud stress are slightly
higher in pitch and more prominent than elsewhere, thus constituting a marker
of the word final syllable. Final weak-stressed syllables after a low tone are rather
higher than the low syllable and somewhat prominent.

§2:23. Segmental phonemes.
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§2:231. Structure of the syllable. Each Taos syllable is delimited first by hav-
ing one of the seven stress-tone combinations indicated in §2:223. It is further
defined by the fact that it begins with a single consonant-phoneme, contains a
single vowel or one of the permissible two-vowel clusters, and ends with the vowel
or vowel-cluster or in a single consonant or one of the permissible two-consonant
clusters. We have the following formulas (C—consonant, V—vowel, Vv—vowel
cluster): CV, CVv, CVC, CVvC, CVCC, CVvCC. The first C may be any of
the consonant phonemes; the final C may be any of the phonemes designated as
sonorants; final CC may consist of a sonant plus a voiced stop (§2:233). V may
be any of the eleven vowel phonemes, and Vv any of the five biphonemic clusters
(§2:232). All these types of syllables may presumably exist with any stress-tone,
and in any position in a word, except that syllables of the type CVCC or CVvCC
are always word-final (§2:212); they are also very rare, and examples have not been
found for all the stress-tones. It is also true that high tone is almost nonexistent in
syllables not ending in a vowel, and that syllables with Vv are rare with weak
stress.

In recent loans from Spanish and English, there may occur initial consonant
clusters. These are very rare, however, and it seems best to treat them as foreign
elements not completely assimilated to the native pattern; structurally they behave
as units, but will be written with the symbols of the two Taos phonemes of which
they seem to be composed. Those recorded are: pl, pr, tr, kl, kr, and fr (f not occur-
ring otherwise).

§2:232. Vowels. There are eleven vowel phonemes in Taos: a, g, e, ¢, 3, 1, i,
0, 9, U, y. They are all distinct, and may occur in direct contrast; the nasal vowels
are units, as syllables of the types tan and tan both occur.

The permissible vowel clusters are ie, ia, uo, 50, j¢. They might be considered
unit phonemes, as they are unisyllabic, and little if any longer than a single vowel
under the same conditions; they differ from disyllabic vowel sequences, which
have ? between them phonemically, and from combinations of y, w, plus vowel.
But phonetically they clearly consist of two elements, which are identical with
single vowels, and by considering the clusters as biphonemic we are able to de-
scribe more fully the functioming of the single vowel phonemes and classify them
phonemically.

The cluster ie is rare, but sufficiently substantiated. In one Spanish loan
word, p'uelong *“frying pan™ (informant *“A’") we find what is apparently a cluster
ue, with close second element, [e]; this could be considered as an incompletely
assimilated foreign element in the speech of a bilingual, especially as other Spanish
loans have uo <ue, as in mjuoya?'ana “steer, 0x” <*buey.”

The phonemic functioning of the vowels is as follows: i, u may not occur in
the same syllable with following homorganic semivowel (respectively y, w); e is
very rare in stems, but frequent in sufhxes, and is not found before w or y in the
same morpheme; i combines in clusters with following e and a; o combines in
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clusters with preceding 2 and u; j, y are limited before y, w in the same way as i, u;
only i and ¢, in that order, may form a nasal-vowel cluster. The following groups
can now be defined phonemically, using phonetic labels for convenience: oral—
vowels that cluster with each other in symmetrical patterns; nasal—vowels that
do not cluster in such patterns; front oral—vowels that cluster as high preceding
either of the other two; back oral—vowels that cluster as low following either of
the other two; high oral—vowels limited in position before homorganic semi-
vowels; mid front oral—rare vowel, limited chiefly to suffixes; mid back oral—the
back vowel which is like neither high nor low (by any preceding defmition); low
front oral—the front vowel that is like neither high nor mid; mid oral—vowels dis-
tinguished from the other two in their group (front, back) by partaking of the
characteristics of one but not of the other; low oral—those vowels which are
neither like high or mid in all their functions; high nasal—like high oral; front
nasal—the only nasal vowels that may chuster; mid nasal —vowels that are not
found before w in the same syllable, but are found before y; low nasal—the vowel
that occurs before both y and w in the same syllable. By taking account of a regular
morphophonemic reduplication where an oral vowel is reduplicated as itself, but
a nasal is replaced by the corresponding oral (§2:33), we are able further to classify
the nasals as: back—corresponding to two of the back oral; neutral—corresponding
to a front oral, but not functioning like a front nasal. These relations give the fol-
lowing table:

Orar Nasat
Front Back Front Neutral Back
High i u i L]
Mid e E) e 0
Low a o a

In each row and each column the phonemes have similar functions. This table,
phonemically correct, is also exactly correct phonetically, as we shall now see.

All Taos vowels are long in free syllables when loud-stressed, and are rather
short in weak-stressed syllables. Medial-stressed vowels are slightly shorter than
loud-stressed ones. Vowels with normal tone and loud or medial stress are usually
monophthongal longs, those with low tone are pulsated ( reduplicated’) whether
the stress is loud or quiet (thus t'3t'c by the day™ is [t 3°¢'a], and t'3*'ana“day”
is {t'13°?'2-na]); vowels with medial stress and high tone are rather short, those with
loud high accent are longer. There are differences in the length of loud-stressed
vowels depending on the vowel of the following syllable, but it would lead into
too much detail to go into them in a limited description such as the present one.

The exception to the length of loud-stressed vowels is when they are followed
by a plain stop, especially p, t, k, when the stop is long and ambisyllabic and the
vowel quite short.

In checked syliables the vowels are always short, but less so with the low tone
than otherwise, and never as short as weak-stressed vowels.
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The clusters are unisyllabic gliding vowels with phonetically clear initial and
final elements and a very brief glide from one to the other. They are longer when
loud- or medial-stressed than when weak-stressed, but since the length is dis-
tributed over two elements, it is not so noticeable as for single vowels; on the other,
hand, in checked syllables they are very distinctly short.

The combinations of vowels with syllable-final w and y form phonetic diph-
thongs, in which the second element is not necessarily entirely nonsyllabic (see
the individual vowels, below, for the details). These have been found: iw, aw, ow,
aw, ay, oy, 9y, uy, iw, aw, €y, 3y, 0y, uy. These sequences function just like those
of vowel plus syllable-final I, m, n, b, d, g, and moreover are in morphophonemic
(and sometimes free) variation with two-syllable sequences of vowel plus w or y
plus vowel; this guarantees that our phonemic analysis is correct, and that the se-
quences are not vowel-clusters (diphthongs) phonemically.

All oral vowels are slightly nasalized before m and n, and all nasal vowels are
less nasal than usual before m and n; this is especially true in weak-stressed sylla-
bles, and correct recording is often difficult.

iis high front close when loud- or medial-stressed, somewhat more open when
weak-stressed; it is still more open in all checked syllables. With syllable-final w,
we have [iu] in which the second element is never quite as prominent as the first,
though there is not a very marked difference between them. Before intervocalic w,
especially on the low tone, there is partial assimilation, so that the effect is as of
[i*w]; this, however, is distinct from a possible -iww-.

e is mid front open (about as in English *“let™), but slightly centered, giving a
‘dull’ quality. It has not been found after initial ?, but weak-stressed internally
it is common in certain recurring morphemes.

a is low front, almost like English [&], especially when loud-stressed (not com-
mon). Weak-stressed, it recurs in a number of morphemes. The fronted and raised
quality is especially noticeable with high tone (as in -y4, future suffix). ay and aw
are falling diphthongs, the first element being the same as it is elsewhere.

o is a low back vowel, typically unrounded and like the vowel of Eastern
American English in such words as ““hot.” After w, and generally before and after
labials, it may be slightly rounded. Before syllable-final m and n the vowel is cen-
tered, being much like American English u in *“hunt,” and very little different from
Taos g and ¢ in similar position. The vowel is extremely common; the writing
with o is chosen because of the phonemic patterning of the vowel. In weak-
stressed position it is hard for non-natives always to distinguish it from a. oy and
ow are falling diphthongs, the latter having often a slightly rounded first element.

5 is a mid back close vowel, i.e., with tongue position of, say, French o in
“pot,” but entirely unrounded; it varies somewhat toward the central position,
so that it is often like the vowel of New England r-less speech in *“bird.” Weak-
stressed it is more like the second vowel of English **sofa.” The vowel is quite com-
mon. The groups sy and aw are falling diphthongs, with mid-central first element.
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u is a high back close rounded vowel when not weak-stressed; but the round-
ing is often more what might be called an inner rounding than one caused by the
kind of puckering of the lips found in European u-vowels, and occasionally in
rapid recording it was confused with o and vice-versa. When weak-stressed the
vowel is rather open, as it is often also in checked syllables even when loud-stressed;
before 1, m, n in free and checked syllables there is an effect of a very close over-
rounded [o]. uy is a falling diphthong, but the second element is rather prominent.

The nasal vowels are on the whole like the corresponding oral ones; j and y
are high and close (more open when checked and when weak-stressed), y being
well rounded; ¢ is lower and clearer than e, being like the a of English *‘cant,”
but more nasalized; g is not at all fronted, but is not a definitely back vowel; ¢ is
very slightly rounded, and further back and higher than a. Before syllable-final m
or n g is about like English u in “hunt,” and is very much like Taos o in similar
position and only slightly different from 3. The groups consisting of syllable-final w
and y after nasal vowels are phonetically diphthongs with both elements nasalized,
jw and yy being almost even diphthongs as compared to the others, which are
definitely falling; ¢y has a rather closer than ordinary first element.

The clusters ia and uo have the two elements relatively equal in weight in
checked loud- or medial-stressed syllables; in weak-stressed syllables, they are not
common, and the first element is more prominent; with low tone the first element
is more prominent, with high tone the second; in loud normal free syllables the
second element is somewhat more prominent than the first. The cluster ie follows
the same rules. In 50 the first element is always more prominent, the second being
much like the vowel of American English “but.” In uo the second element is not
more often rounded than is o elsewhere. The nasal cluster j¢ has the two elements
equally prominent when loud-stressed; weak-stressed, and generally in checked
syllables, especially with low tone, the second element is very short, and is raised
to about the position of English i in “hit.”

Asis seen, the phonetic element of rounding is consistently present only for u,
and cannot be used as a means of phonemic classification.

§2:233. Consonants. The Taos consonant phonemes are: ?, b, ¢, ¢’, d, g, h,
k, k’, ke ke, L}, m, n, p, p°, p's 1, 8, t, £, t', W, X, Xy, V. For all of them contrast-
ing pairs of words can be cited so that there is no question of their phonemic dis-
tinctness. As for the possibility that some of them may not be units (as p’, p*), it
would seem to be ruled out by the phonemic functioning of these entities.

By their phonetic characteristics (see below for details) these phonemes can
be grouped and labeled as follows:

By manner of articulation: plain stops and affricate (voiceless, fortis, unaspi-
rated)—p, t, ¢, k, ka; aspirated stops (voiceless, fortis)—p', t'; glottalized stops
and affricate (voiceless, lenis, with glottal occlusion)—p’, t’, ¢’, k’, k", ?; voiced
stops (voiced or voiceless according to position, lenis, nonglottalized)—b, d, g;
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spirants (voiceless, fortis}—1, s, X, Xw, h; nasals—m, n; liquids—1, r; semivowels—
Y, W.

By place of articulation: labials—p, p*, p’, b, m; dentals—t, t', t’, d, n, 1, 1;
alveolars—c, c’, s, r; velars—k, k', g, x, y; labialized velars—k, kv, x+, w; glot-
tals—>, h.

For vowels it was seen that the phonetic and phonemic classifications coin-
cided. This is not so for consonants, which is the reason for giving the expected,
phonetically-based classifications first.

Phonemically we have these functions: a) appearing before a vowel only, that
is, not at the end of a syllable—p, t, ¢, k, k+, p', t', p’, t', ¢, k', ko', 2, L, s, X, X4, h;
b) before a vowel and also in syllable-final position—b, d, g, m, n, 1, r, y, w.
Group b), consisting of the consonants which phonetically are voiced at least in
some positions, is subdivided first into y, w on the one hand, which do not appear
as syllable-finals after a homorganic vowel, and m, n, 1, r, b, d, g on the other; and
second, into b, d, g, which may appear as syllable-finals not only after vowels but
also after one of the other consonants in group b), and m, n, 1, r, which may not so
appear. From group a) may be separated ks, k+', Xw, which do not appear before
uory.

These are the only relations to be gotten from purely phonemic functioning.
When we consider the morphophonemic interchanges (§2:34) we see, however,
that we may set up these further groupings: p, t, c, k alternate respectively with
p’, t', ¢’, k' (no evidence for an alternation kv ~ k+"); k, x alternate with 2, h; mal-
ternates with p, w with ky and x4, y with c. These are all stem-initial relationships.
In the interior of stems, b, d alternate with p, t; y with ¢ and k; m, n with p, t.

From all these possible relations and groupings, we set up the following table,
the numbers being explained immediately below:

1 p t' t s
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
2
3 X Xy h 3
4 p t c k ke 1 4
S ? 5
6 p t’ ¢ k' ks 6
7 7
8 b d g 8
9 m n - 9
10 y w 10
11 12 13 14 15 16
18 1 r

Phonemic functional groups: 1, consonants not in any relation to any others, except
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that they are grouped above the line 7; 2, every consonant within this line is in
some relation to one or more of the others; 3, in the relations x ~ xyand h ~ x, cor-
responding to k ~ kyand ? ~k (4, 5); 4, in regular alternation with 6 (no evidence
for ks ~ k", but as the latter is very rare, this may be merely a statistical lack, and
it seems safe to assimilate the pair to the phonetically parallel pairs); 5, in alterna-
tion with k, thus like a member of 6, but otherwise joined with h in 17; 6, the re-
ciprocal group to 4; 7, all consonants above this line occur syllable-initially only,
while those below (the sonorants) may be both initial and final; 8, voiced stops,
may be second in two-consonant final clusters; 9, in alternation with those mem-
bers of 4 in the same columns; 10, not syllable-final after homorganic vowels; 9
and 10 are the ‘sonants’; 11, in the alternations p ~ p’, p ~ b, p ~ m; 12, in the al-
ternations t~t’, t~d, t~n; 13, in the alternation c~c’; 14, in the alternations
¢ ~y,k ~y;15,in the alternationsk ~k’,and x ~ x«, k ~ky (and kK’ ~k4'?);
16, not before u (except w?), where replaced by the members of 15 in the same
row, and in the alternations x, ~ wand k, ~ w (and k, ~ k'?); 17, in the parallel
alternationsh ~ xand ? ~k; 18, not in any relation to any others, except that they
are grouped below the line 7.

All the entities with double articulation—p', t', p’, t’, ¢’, k', ks’ ¢, ke, X«
function as units in all these relationships and seem clearly definable as unit pho-
nemes.

The foreign clusters pl, pr, tr, ki, kr, fr (f appears only in clusters, for else-
where Spanish or English f are replaced by p*), when fully assimilated, will create
a group 1, r characterized not only negatively (18), but positively as phonemes that
appear as second elements of initial clusters, will separate p, t, k from the other
consonants in group 4 as a subgroup that appears first in two-consonant initial
clusters, and will alter the definition of the syllable. But the clusters are so rare
and out of the general pattern, that they are best considered as not parts of the
system.

Some phonetic details may now be given. The phonemes of group 1 are fortis
and voiceless; p‘, t' are strongly aspirated (almost [p*], [t*]), and 1, s have the nor-
mal amount of friction. In group 3, x and x,, are almost frictionless, while h has
strong friction; acoustically x and h are much alike because of this reversal of the
more usual relations in respect to amount of friction. Group 4 consists of relatively
fortis stops, initially sometimes slightly aspirated (except k, which has partially
voiced labial release). The phoneme marked 5 is a very weak glottal stop or hiatus,
and goes phonetically with group 6. In group 6 we have sounds made with lenis
closures in both the glottal and other positions, and nonforceful releases, the glottal
release following the other one at an appreciable interval. There is none of the
snapping or crackling effect found in the glottalized phonemes of some other lan-
guages (“‘explosive glottalized™), and often, especially between vowels, the effect
is that of a nonglottalized voiceless lenis (*‘intermediate™). The phonemes of group
8 are fully voiced lenis stops between vowels, are less voiced initially, where they
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appear only in recent loan words, and are voiceless lenis, with long closure, and
nonreleased, in syllable-final position. The phonemes of groups 9, 10, 18 are always
fully voiced.

Group 11, and p', are made with firm lip-closure, but p* with a few speakers
has the free variants [p¢] or [¢]. Group 12, and t', 1, |, are dentialveolar—not as
far forward as Spanish t, d, 1, n, but further forward than the usual English ones;
t' is never [t8] or [0]; 1is nonfricative, ‘neutral’ (with [s]-timbre) between vowels,
and ‘dark’ (u-timbre) in syllable-inal. Group 13 are alveolar affricates: ¢ is usually
[€], but there is much free variation to [ts,] or [ts], and some speakers consistently
use less palatal varieties before e, o than before other vowels; ¢’ is lenis [¢'] before
the high vowels, and lenis [ts’] elsewhere. The isolated phoneme s goes with these
two phonetically, often having a slight effect of [3], especially before i; in rapid
speech between vowels it may be slightly lenis; r goes here phonetically, too, being
an alveolar single tap, like Spanish short r, whether in English or Spanish loans.
The single member of 14 is a nonfricative semivowel before vowels, like English [y];
syllable-final after a vowel it is a nonsyllabic high front vowel (§2:232). The pho-
nemes of 15 are in mid-velar position, with little variation due to following vowels,
except slight fronting before i; x is nonfricative and nonrasping (like New Mexican
Spanish [x], spelled j). In group 16 we have mid-velar sounds with accompany-
ing labialization: w is a fully rounded nonspirantal semivowel before vowels, and
a nonsyllabic high back vowel in syllable final (§2:232); x. is Taos x plus gradually
voiced labialization; k. has gradually voiced labialization following the midpalatal
release; k.’ has entirely voiceless labialization, with delabializing simultaneous with
the glottal release, and is very lenis with even weaker than usual glottalization.
The phonemes of 17 are glottal, h being rather fricative, as stated; ? is usually
zero initially, but in emphatic speech before a loud-stressed vowel a real glottal
stop is heard; between vowels it is a weak glottal stop or hiatus, and after a sylla-
ble-final consonant it is like the glottal part of a glottalized stop; but while -at’ a is
syllabified [a-t’a], -ada is [ad-?a].

The phonetics of syllables not beginning with any phoneme other than  is
such that ? must be postulated every time; in this way we can clearly account
for the phonetic distinctions between [a-na] and [an-a], [a-wa] and [ay-a], [ia] and
[i-a], and for the fact that phonetic [a-] becomes [(?)a] on addition to a prefix, as
[ng-7al.

§2:3. Morphophonemics. Under this heading will be listed and described all
the alternations between phonemes of a regular nature found to exist in related
morphemes. These may be automatic, taking place in all morphemes under similar
phonemic conditions, and determined by the phonemic set-up of the language, or
conditioned (ablaut), appearing only in certain morphemes or morpheme classes.
There are few morphophonemic changes of either kind in Taos, but the latter kind
especially are found in some common stems, and are of historical interest.

§2:31. Sandhi. There are two types of sandhi in Taos, internal and external.
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Internal sandhi takes place between the parts of a word (minimum free form), ex-
ternal sandhi between words.

There are these cases of special internal sandhi: a) The loud stress of a stem
becomes a medial stress when subordinated to another stem in compounding
(§2:32). b) The final vowels of certain kinds of syllables are elided on the addi-
tion of suffixes or compounded elements (§2:33); two such vowel elisions may take
place, to form the permitted two-consonant final clusters. ¢) The suffixes -y4 and
-ya (§3:33) combine with such vowel-losing syllables, after loss of the vowel, by
assimilation of y to preceding 1, m, n, and by loss of y after b, d; after -a, -y4 and
-ya give -?4 and -?a (§2:34). Otherwise, there are no changes in morphemes in
combination.

External sandhi involves no change in words except that a final vowel (usu-
ally -g, occasionally -u, the cases being the same as those with vowel-loss in in-
ternal sandhi) may be lost, so that statistically there are many words with final
consonants in connected speech, these words having one syllable less than normally.
Occasionally the elision seems to be accompanied by accentual change. But there
is considerable free variation in this phenomenon, and a more exact statement is not
now possible. It may be that the elided forms are found in more rapid utterances.

§2:32. Accentual morphophonemics. Functioning accentual changes are found
whenever in composition or suffixation a loud stress comes before another loud
stress which takes precedence, so that the first becomes medial; or when a low
tone is final in a word, following another low, in which case the last becomes weak-
stressed (verb forms only). There are also the regular changes in position of the
loud stress as between the singular and plural absolute forms of nouns, especially
in the nouns with stem-vowel reduplication; these changes are taken up in detail
in §3:21.

In inflected forms the stem usually has the loud stress; in compounds the last
stem has the loud stress, the others being medial or weak; but if the last stem is a
verb, it is often weak-stressed. In inflection, changes in stress from stem to suffix
take place before some sufhxes; to list them all would be beyond the scope of this
work.

Nonfunctioning changes are found in a few of the ablauting verbs: normal
to low (symbol 4) in p*luy ““he blew™ (intrans.) ~ p*ici “*he blew” (trans.); high loud
to normal medial (symbol |4) in t'6 **he did, danced™ ~ tjo?'one **dance” (noun), and
t'¢ “he cut™ ~ tig?lene “act of cutting”; low loud plus weak to low medial plus nor-
mal loud (symbol 4+) in m3p’sw “he squeezed” ~ miplowma ‘“it was squeezed,”
mat'ema ‘“‘he hit” ~ matlemma *“it was hit,” ?0p‘uo *“he dropped™ ~ kip‘luone “‘act
of dropping.” There is also low to normal (symbol &) in t' *he found™ ~ t'lgne ““act
of finding.”” And there are probably others.

§2:32. Vowel morphophonemics. Functioning vowel ablaut is found in the
absolute forms of nouns with reduplicating stem vowel, if the vowel is nasal, in
which case the reduplicated vowel is the corresponding nonnasal; or if the stem
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has a vowel cluster, in which case the reduplicated vowel is the second of the clus-
ter (j¢ becomes e). See §3:21 for further details.

In internal sandhi stems of two syllables whose second syllable consists of
one of the sonorants plus a vowel, usually 3, lose this vowel on the addition of cer-
tain suffixes beginning with a consonant, or in composition with following stems
(k’'olg “he ate™ ~ k’lolhu “*he is eating™); this brings about the syllables ending in a
consonant. When an apocopated form of this kind enters into combination with the
syllable -gg (and possibly others beginning with b and d), a second apocopation
may take place, giving two-consonant finals, as hli?anga ** why, because,” alternating
with h'i?ang. The apocopation of a final vowel can only take place after sonorants,
and in the case of double apocopation, the second takes place only after voiced
stops. In external sandhi these vowel losses are optional, but in internal sandhi
they are regular and automatic.

Nonfunctioning vowel ablaut is found principally in the second vowel of
disyllabic verb stems. The most common is -3 ~ i (symbol g), for which twenty-
nine examples have been found, all in very common words, and to which may be
added twelve cases of final consonant (presumably from consonant plus final elid-
able vowel) alternating with consonant plus i, as indicated in §2:34. The change is
from the preterit to the negative preterit, and is found in all the verbs described
below that show a consonant change in these forms, and in others: clelg “he
caught” ~ woc'eli “*he didn’t catch™; k’lolg **he ate™ ~ wok’loli; kvlilg “he shut™ ~
wokvlili. Other changes are: -3 ~ a (symbol g°) in p’lsodg “he lost™ ~ stative
plooda; -3 ~ y (%) in ?lela it shook™ ~ ?lely ‘“*he shook it”’; -¢ ~ 3 (¢?) in p‘latung
“it was burning” ~ p'lalung “‘it was being burned”; 1 ~ a (i*) in Yopi ~ 1loba;
-9 ~1(9%) in x'owq **he picked” ~ woxlswi, and in two other verbs.

Alternations in the first or only stem vowel are: s ~ uo ~ u (symbol 2%®) in
x"loy ~ wox'uoki ~ xluyma; s ~ 20 (2°) in kdwg *“he swallowed™ ~ woksowi, and
in two other cases; ia ~ iw (iai*) in mo-w'ia “he gave”” ~ mo-wowiw;i ~ 1 (i) in
wling “he stopped” ~ stative k¥linemg; uo ~ u-yg (uov) in k’luo “he put” ~
wok’uy, and two other verbs.

§2:34. Consonant morphophonemics. Automatic consonant changes are those
resulting from the limitation on the appearance of k«, X« (and probably k") before
u, so that k, x (and k’) replace them whena vowel ablaut changes the stem vowel tou.
Certain internal losses of -y after vowel ablaut resulting in a cluster (as uy >uo)
are also probably automatic, as the clusters seem not to be followed by y in stems.

Functioning, but not automatic, are the changes of -y4 (future suffix) and -ya
(pronominal suffix in certain third person subject-object combinations): these re-
place y by 1, m, n, after -1, -m, -n, by ? after -a, and drop it after -b and -d.

There are two types of consonant ablaut in verbs, neither now functioning.
The first affects initial consonants of the stem, the second the internal consonant
(in originally disyllabic stems). The words undergoing these alternations are com-
mon, so that ablaut recurs frequently.
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Initial consonant ablaut takes place in a number of verbs having p*, t*, ¢,
k*, *, h-, m-, w-, y- in the third singular (subject of gender I or III) preterit active
form, which is the basic stem of the verb (appearing without prefixes or suffixes).
These initials change in the third singular resultative stative, the basic stative stem
(usually without prefixes, but often with a suffix), as follows: p* >p-, t- >t
¢ >c, k- >k, >k, he >x, m- >pr, W Sker, W- >Xer, y->c-. In a few cases
there is no stative, but the verbal noun, which is regularly based on the stative
stem, shows the ablaut. Examples are (each of the changes is substantiated by from
two to seven examples): plooda ‘“he lost it” ~ plaoda *“it is lost™; t’lama **he helped
him” ~ tlagmma ‘‘he was helped™; t'6 “*he danced” ~ tjo?'one *“dance”; c’li **he tied
it” ~cli*“itis tied”; k’lolg ““he ate it” ~ klolla **it was eaten™; ?'ama *he did, caused
to..." ~ klagmma “it is done” (and in the numerous *‘causatives” formed with
?lama as second element); hloy ‘“he took it” ~ xloymag *“it has been taken™; mo *he
brought it ~ ng-pdma ““it has been brought™; w'ong ‘*he arrived” ~ k" on'ene *“ar-
rival”; wlaya “he took it off* ~ x*layma ‘it has been taken off’; y'ia **he walked™ ~
cia®'ane “‘a walk.” In a few cases, the verb is a compound, or has a prefix, so that
the changes appear internally: map’sw “he squeezed” ~ miplowma “it has been
squeezed”; t'lahgne ““he won” ~ t’jaxlgnemg “it is won.” The formula used to in-
dicate these initial changes is ° after the symbol (with the mark of glottalization
omitted): p°, t°, ¢°, k°, ?°, h°, m°®, w® for w ~ x4, wkfor w ~ k.

Internal ablaut affects the second consonant of the basic stem, which changes
in the third singular negative preterit (the basic negative and subordinate
form). The pairs are: -b- ~ -p-, -d- ~ -t-, -y- ~ ¢+, -y- ~ k-, m- ~ -p-, n- ~ -t-,
-zero0 ~ -w-, -zero ~ -y-. In addition there are the cases of preterit in final vowel,
and negative preterit with added -ki, -li, -mi, -pi, -ti; these look like the -zero ~ -w-,
-Zero ~ -y- cases, i.e., they may represent an original consonant plus facultatively
lost -g alternating with ablauted consonant +, and are best considered as cases
of ablaut rather than of sufhixing. Some of the changes are represented so far by
only one example, but -zero ~ -mi has sixteen, and others two or more; examples
are (wd- negative prefix): ?igsiaba **he kicked” ~ wo*iesiapi ““he didn’t kick™’; p’leoda
“he lost”™ ~ wop’leoti “he didn’t lose™’; hlgy **he said yes, accepted” ~ wohlgci; Hoy
“he sat down™ ~ wolloki; mit'emg *“he hit” ~ wo-mat’lepi; x*long “he beat™ ~
wox"lgti; t'la ““he broke™ ~ wot'low; ?u-klo “*he planted it ~ *uwoklowi; p'a “he
made™ ~ woplayi; t''a0 *“he gathered™ ~ wot'laoki; ?'0 **he washed” ~ wod?loli;miy
“he saw” ~ womumi; ?lucu *‘he met” ~ wod?lucumi; p‘lso ‘“‘he caught™ ~
wop' loomi; mo-t'o “*he urinated” ~ mowdllopi; mo-clia “he talked” ~ mowdcliati.
The same type of ablaut, but functioning differently, is found in: l'iabg ““it broke™ ~
Hiapi *“he brokeit™’; c’laodg **he entered”™ ~ c’lsoti *“he brought it in™’; p*luy **he blew™
p'luci “he blew upon . . . Then we have also: tiaba ~ 1iapi ~ lliabmg *‘it is
cracked, broken™; and tlopi *‘he stuck it on” ~ loba" it has been stuck on.” These
changes are indicated in listing stems by b°, d°, y° (y ~ ¢), y* (y ~ k), m°, n°, -,
-7, and ki, +mi, +pi, *ti.
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3. MORPHOLOGY

§3:1. General. The morphology of Taos proceeds by combinations of mor-
phemes, and is of two kinds, inflection and word-formation. Inflection consists of
paradigmatic changes without change of morpheme class, while word-formation in-
volves change of morpheme class or of basic meaning within the same class.

§3:11. Morphological processes. Taos employs the processes of affixation (pre-
fixation, suffixation), stem-compounding, internal (morphophonemic) change, re-
duplication, and suppletion.

Prefixation is used to express categories (see §3:2 for definitions) of pro-
nominal reference, status, and resolution. Suffixation is used for number, gender,
dependence, tense-aspect, mode, voice. Stem-compounding is used for the expres-
sion of referential dependence. Internal change appears once to have functioned in
expressing voice and status. Reduplication expresses, with suffixes, number and
absolute dependence. Suppletion is found in a few cases of verbal number.

§3:12. Morpheme classes. The basic division of morphemes in Taos is into
dependent and nondependent. Dependent morphemes are the affixes, which, in
combination with the nondependent ones, and in sets of greater or less extent,
form the paradigms of the language; they never occur by themselves as words, and
have no lexical content, being grammatical modulators only. Nondependent mor-
phemes are all others: they may exist as such, or with various affixes, and are di-
vided into classes on the basis of the paradigmatic sets that they are inflected by,
or of the lack of inflection. Inflected classes are substantives and verbs; particles are
noninflected.

Substantives are divided into nouns, which have full inflection, numerals and
demonstratives, with less inflection and different syntax, and nominals, with still
less inflection.

Verbs are inflected for different categories and with, on the whole, different
paradigmatic sets from nouns. There are some stems which function as both nouns
and verbs, but generally a stem is either one or the other, and the affixes always
indicate clearly which it is.

Particles are divided into free particles—personal and some other pronouns,
and adverbial expressions; and attached particles—the nonparadigmatic suffixes
and prefixes.

§3:13. Morphological categories. The categories expressed in a language are
determined by the paradigmatic sets which are found. The following classification
is based entirely on such formal criteria, and function has been considered only
in the selection of terms. In the discussion in §3:2 and 3:3 certain functional classi-
fications are used for convenience, but it is clearly shown how they pattern formally.

Categories may be overt or covert. Overt categories are clearly indicated by
morphemes in all forms of the paradigm, while covert categories can be recognized
only by congruential patterns that appear under certain conditions. Most Taos
categories are overt; the covert ones will be indicated.
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§3:131. Number and gender. Number in Taos is of two kinds: dichotomous
and trichotomous. Dichotomous number distinguishes singular from nonsingular
(more than one, twot plural) and is expressed, in combination with gender, by
suffixes of nouns and demonstratives. It isalso part of the complex category of pro-
nominal reference. In a few verbs dichotomous number is expressed by suppletion,
depending on the number of the object of the verb. Trichotomous number dis-
tinguishes singular, dual, and three+ plural, and is part of pronominal reference.

There are three genders, designated as I, I, III. Gender I is almost entirely
composed of animate nouns, while II and III are both inanimate; there is no way
to define these two semantically, as both include the same kinds of words. Gender
is expressed, in combination with dichotomous number, by sufhxes of nouns and
demonstratives, and also as part of pronominal reference.

Place-gender, designated as IIn, is a subdivision of III; it is a covert category,
recognizable only by the special prefixes of pronominal reference applying to these
nouns.

§3:132. Pronominal reference. This complex category involves the expression
of number, gender, and person by means of unit prefixes, and applies to nouns and
verbs. There are sets of prefixes expressing person (first, second, third), trichoto-
mous number, and, for the third person, gender, and varying with the dichotomous
number and gender of the referent. In nouns the prefixes refer to the possessor
and vary with the noun, so that this is a category of possession. In verbs the pre-
fixes refer to the subject and vary with the object.

A special subdivision is reflexive pronominal reference, where the subject is
identified with the object, or the possessor is emphatically identified.

§3:133. Dependence. This is a category of substantives; absolute dependence
is characterized by gender-number sufhixes (except for nominals), and expresses the
subject and indirect object of a verb; vocative dependence is characterized by the
absence of suffixes, and exists only for nouns of gender I used in direct address;
referential dependence is characterized by compounding of the noun-stem with
verbs and particles, expressing the object of the verb or the referent of the particle.

§3:134. Status. This is a category of verbs, and is expressed by prefixes, in-
cluding zero. Normal status, characterized by zero prefix, expresses an ordinary
statement of fact. Negative status expresses negation by a prefix before the stem
(or compounded object) and following (occasionally contracting with) the prefixes
of pronominal reference; some verbs ablaut the second stem-consonant in the nega-
tive status. Narrative status is used in tales and the like for the actor or hero,
and is expressed by a prefix following those of pronominal reference and preceding
the negative one. Definite status emphasizes the reality of a future or of a temporal
subordinate action; its sufhix follows the negative one and precedes the stem or
compounded object.

The prefixes of the comparative and interrogative statuses precede those of
pronominal reference, the interrogative coming first. The comparative expresses
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greater degree of an *‘adjectival” notion or greater quantity of a nominal notion:
the prefix may also be compounded with the verb, in which case it comes immedi-
ately before it, and can no longer be regarded as a paradigmatic prefix. Interroga-
tive status is expressed by the special prefixes only when no interrogative pronoun
is present.

§3:135. Tense and aspect. These categories of temporal location (tense) and
extension (aspect) occur only in certain combinations with each other, and are ex-
pressed by suffixes. Present is present-durative, with the aspectual notion more
prominent than that of time. Past is durative and nonpresent and nonfuture.
Preterit, expressed in the active by zero suffix, is momentary or resultative, with
usually definite past connotation. Impending is a durative-inceptive future. Future
is a momentary future. The term resultative is used for the stative tense-aspect
corresponding to the active preterit.

§3:136. Mode. This category indicates objectivity or subjectivity as regards
the action on the part of the speaker. It is indicative (zero-suffix), or subordinate;
the latter is divided into relative, conditional, temporal, expressed by suffixes; the
subordinate employs the negative stem when this is ablauted from the basic stem.

§3:137. Voice. This category defines the manner in which the object is
affected by the verb. Active voice, expressed by zero suffix, indicates that the
object is acted upon by an actor. Stative voice indicates the resulting state or
condition of the object as affected by the action of the verb expressed without
designating an actor. Stative voice is divided into essive (" passives’ of active verbs,
“intransitives”), descriptive (“‘adjectives™), and intensive (special form of “‘adjec-
tives™).

§3:138. Transitivity. All Taos verbs are *‘transitives™ in the English sense,
but have a partially covert category of transitivity delimiting whether the action
may be expressed both with and without an actor, or only without one. Uniper-
sonal transitivity indicates action without an expressed actor, and such verbs can
have only an “impersonal” third person singular subject; they correspond to Eng-
lish “intransitives,” and have stative voice only: thus, ?owama *“I am” is really
“there performs a being upon me,” cf. omiya **he sees me,” ?0- in both cases mean-
ing third singular subject plus first singular object. Multipersonal transitivity ex-
presses the actor and such verbs can have *“personal” subjects of all three persons;
they correspond to “‘transitives,” and have active voice and also (person-limited)
stative voice (equal to “passive™). The transitivity of a verb can sometimes be
recognized only by the kind of pronominal reference it takes, though most uniper-
sonal verbs have a stative voice suffix identifying them.

§3:139. Resolution. This category is entirely covert, and can be deduced only
from the pronominal reference of a verb. It is direct or possessive. Direct resolution
permits a verb to resolve to a direct object unpossessed. Possessive resolution
limits the verb to possessed objects; only unipersonal verbs are found in possessive
resolution. Thus: ?omiya “he sees me,”” ?owama *I am,” but ?anwama **I have it,”
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literally *‘there performs a being on something of mine” (?an- ““my’). Multipersonal
verbs may express a possessed object, except when the subject is third person
singular, only in absolute or subordinate form: timyhu ?gnk'ana **I see my mother,”
literally *I-her-see my-mother,” as compared with tikjamyhi **I see the mother.”” See
chapter 4.

§3:2. Substantives. Of the substantives only nouns are inflected for gender,
number, pronominal reference, and dependence; demonstratives are not inflected
for dependence and not regularly for pronominal reference; some numerals show
gender distinctions, but are not otherwise inflected; nominals are restricted to one
type of use. Noun inflection will be described, and then the special restrictions of
other substantives will be indicated.

§3:21. Declension. Nouns are identifiable as to gender and number by the
singular and nonsingular absolute forms, which pair into *‘declensions™ on the basis
of the manner in which the suffixes are attached to the stem, and of the accentual
patterns.

The suffixes for gender I are singular -na, nonsingular -ng and -nemg. Those
for gender II are -ng and -nemg in the singular, and -ne in the nonsingular. For
gender III (and IIIn) we have singular -na, nonsingular -ne, and indeclinable ab-
stracts and verbal nouns in -ne. The declensions are 1) -na ~ -ng, 2) -na ~
-nemg, 3) -ng ~ -ne, 4) -nemg ~ -ne, 5) -na ~ -ne, 6) -ne. The suffixes may
be attached directly to the stem, or by means of a reduplication of the stem vowel:
a single oral vowel is reduplicated as such immediately after itself, with interven-
ing ?, and nasal vowels and clusters change as stated in §2:33, the ablaut form
being separated from the preceding unablauted form by ?; thus, k,0?'one *“wash-
ing” <ko-, pig?lone “‘earth” <pe-, ?la?lane “‘corn” < ®ia-; reduplication takes
place only in stems ending in a vowel.

The declensions can be subdivided by accentual pattern; in the following
table, the hyphen () indicates a syllable, !- |- = * being the kinds of loud- or weak-
stressed syllables (possibility of two kinds of stress thus, I“); ?R is the reduplicated
stem vowel. One or more syllables, loud- or medial-stressed, or weak-stressed, may
precede the accentual pattern shown. The subdivisions of each declension are
designated by letters, the same letter indicating a similar accentual pattern; the
first letter refers to the singular, the second to the plural (declension six has no
distinction): a) one loud-stressed syllable before the suffix; b) one medial-stressed,
one loud-stressed; c) one medial, one weak, one loud; d) two syllables before the
suffix, the first loud-stressed; e) one medial, one loud, one weak; f) the third syllable
before the suffix loud-stressed; g) one medial-stressed, with the loud stress on the
reduplication, before the suffix; h) medial two syllables before the reduplication;
i) medial three syllables before the reduplication.

Singular Nonsingular Examples
Declension 1, gender 1.
laa. lna l'ng ciuplana “judge,” cjup'ang



1bd. |lna
lce. |~I'na
1cf. ~na
1db. l-na
1dd. '»na
1ff. l-na
1gd. -"?'Rna
1hd. |~?'Rna
1if. |-?Rna
Declension 2, gender 1.
2aa. Mna
2bb. *lna
2bd. "-na
2db. l~na
2dd. l-na
2gg. {*?Rna
2hh. |~?Rna
Declension 3, gender 1I.
3aa. lng
3bb. {"'ng
3db. *ng
3dd. l~ng
3dh. l-ng
3fc. long
3fi. lomng
Declension 4, gender II.
4aa. !'nems
4bd. |-'nemg
4dd. !'-nemsg
4gg. |-?'Rnema
Declension 5, gender III.
Saa. lna
Sbb. |/'na
5bd. |'|rna
Scc. |~lna
Sce. |~lma
5db. Mna
5dd. '~na
5gg. i"?'Rna
Shb. |~?'Rna
Shh. |~?'Rna
5if. ~~?Rna
5ii. -?Rna
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lr/rl%

| . ~ng
|",,n@
ng

[ rrn%

I ///nq

| ~ng
lnn%

I /frn%
“nemg
i"-nemg
I*.nemg
-nema

. nema
i"?'Rnema
~-?'Rnemg

l-ne
i"l-ne
i'ne
l.ne
-?Rne
e
1?Rne

I'ne
l rrne
| rrne
1-?'Rne

I'ne
e
Irzne
e
|,| ~ne
i*l-ne
l//ne
i-?'Rne
I . ‘ rne

1 ol Rne
[rr/ne

I”,‘?ane

kjayluna *“mother’s sister,” klayung
ciibik'ina “robin,” c,ibliking
ticullona “humming bird,” tiiculong
p’loyona ‘‘beaver,” p’joy'ong
m/gkuna “‘grandchild,” m'gkuna
nlabahuna “Navaho,” nlabahung
kjow?u?luna “colt,” klow ?ung
ciiwyu?luna “bird,” cliwyung
cjiliyo?lona “‘bat,” cliliyong

klana “mother,” klanemg

Hiwlena “woman,” hwlenemsg
kiollena “wolf,” klolenemg
cliwena “‘eagle,” cjiw'enema

k. lianena “bitch,” ky'ianenemg
?U?luna “'son,” ?U?lunema
tuli®lina “old man,” }uli?linema

Lowatlung “chief’s cane,” -thune
ciiatlung “‘legging,” cjiatlune
?lialong “willow,” ?jiallone
t'lawang “wheel,” t'lawane
hlglung “lung,” hjolu®lune
hlyloling “weapon,™ hyylolline
yluwolang “skirt,” yjuwola?'ane

clinemg “eye,” cline

piak onlenemg “chest, heart,” piak'onene
p’lianenemg “mountain,” p'lianene
yj0?lonemg *‘song,” y0?lone

kylona “ax,” kylone
po?lina “peach,” p'jo?line
kniemlyna “carpenter’s apron,” ky'emyne
prulutluna “plum,” pulullune
ciapien'ena “yeast,” cjaplienene
?3bena “‘cherry,” ?3blene
c'lunena “‘deerhide strip,” c’lunene
. ?‘ 5lb d " 3 ?I
piig?lena “bed,” pijg?lene
. k ?l . . ”» . kl
ciiakg?lona “question,” cjiak!gne
kyiexjoci?lina “bracelet,” -xjoci?!ine
mgsotu?'una “‘church,” m'esotune (variant;
usually m;esotu?lune, 5ii)
c’jowowo?lona “‘ankle,” ¢’jowowo?lone

Declension 6, gender III (pl. form =sg. or collective)

6a.

lne

1| I "
c¢’lone “liver
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6d. lvne h'solene **sickness™
6g. -?Rne cji?line “‘knot”
6h. |~?Rne mjuoli?ine “return”

Some of these combinations are rare (sometimes only one example), but most
are frequent. There are also nouns occurring only in the singular (or in the non-
singular) which fit half of these patterns. Finally, there may be other combinations
than those listed, fitting into the same framework of patterns.

§3:211. Stem forms. The forms given in the preceding section are absolute
forms. The vocative and referential dependences are expressed by the stem form,
which is usually that part of the word before the suffix. The reduplicated vowel,
if there is one, is not part of the stem; and in many cases an -e- preceding the
suffix, if part of the syllables -be-, -de-, -le-, -me-, -ne-, -we-, is a connecting suffix
and not part of the stem, thus: poblenemg “flower,” stem pob-; ?0d'enemg *“chin,
jaw,” stem 20d-; n|gllenemg “aspen,” njal-; k¥lianena **bitch,” k¥ ian- (but c’un'ena
*“coyote,” c'iin'e as vocative and proper name); Hiwlena “woman,” Hw-.

Henceforth nouns will be given with a hyphen after the stem, and a formula
designating the gender and declension, thus: tom-lena 1.2bb “father,” which means
that the word for ‘“‘father” has the stem tdm-, is of gender I, and has a plural
tom'enemgq.

§3:22. Possession. The possessed noun is expressed by prefixes of pronominal
reference, falling into three sets according to the gender of the noun. Expression
of possession by the prefix and the absolute form of the noun is, however, found
only in some cases, especially of direct address. More usual is an expression con-
sisting of prefix, stem, and what at first appears to be a suffix: this turns out to be
the relative subordinate mode of the verb w4 “to be,” so that one really says ““the
one who is my friend” (or, most literally, “there takes place a being upon one who is
my friend”). There is also another **suflix of possession™ which has not so far been
identified with any verb stem. For convenience of reference, the following full in-
flections of possessed nouns will be given in the verb-phrase form with wa.

Gender I. pluy-ena 1.2db “friend™:

Person, No. Singular Possessed Noun. Nonsingular Noun.
of Possessor. °
Singular 1  *gnpuywi? “my friend” ?gngmpjuywaing “‘my friends”
2 kapjuywa® “your friend” kampjuywa ?ing “your friends”
3 ?gpuywi? “his friend” ?ampjuywa ?ing “his friends”
Dual 1 kanpuywa? “friend of us two” kangmpuywa *ing “‘friends of us two”
2 manpuywa? “friend of you two™ manampjuywi®ing “friends of you
two”
3 ?anpuywa® “friend of them two” ?angmpuywa?ing “friends of them

two
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Plural 1 kipjuywa®i “friend of us threet” kimpjuywa %ing “‘friends of us threet”
2 mapuywa® “friend of you threet”  mampuywa®ing “friends of you

threet™
3 %ipjuywd® “friend of them threet”  ?impuywA4®ing ‘“‘friends of them

threet™

Gender II. kdd-lenema I1.4aa “door™:

Singular noun: ?gnamkddwa?ing “my door,” kam-, ?am-; kagnam-; manam-, ?angm-; kim-,
mam-, %im-. Plural noun: ?agngwkddwéi®i “my doors,” kaw-, ?aw-; kangw-, manaw-,
?anaw; kiw-, maw-, ?iw-,

Gender III. k¥o-na I11.52a “ax™":

Singular noun: ?ank™owa? “my ax,” ka-, *a-; kan-, man-, ?an-; ki-, ma-, %i-.

Plural noun: ?gnawk™owad® “my axes,” kaw-, ?aw-; kangw-, manaw-, ?anaw-; kiw-,
maw-, *w-.

In addition to the above inflections, we have the special forms for place-gender
nouns. There is no way to identify these nouns except by this special manner of
pronominal reference; for the most part they involve a meaning or connotation of
place (see §5:125). Their pronominal reference makes no distinction between singu-
lar and nonsingular noun; an example is t''ana IIIn.5aa “house™:

?Pannat’owa® “my house, my houses,” kana-, ®ana-; kanng-, manna-, °anna-; king-, mang-,
’ing-.

Reflexive pronominal reference is expressed by the same sets of prefixes as
above, with -mo- after them (but before -ng-): ?agnmopuywa i “my own friend,”
?gnmongat’ jowa i *“my own house.”

To sum up, there are these sets of ‘possessive prefixes’:

Al—mn, ky-, ?3-, kan-, man-, ?an-, ki-, mg-, %, used with singular nouns of genders I
and II1, the accompanying ‘suffix’ being -w4?i.

A2—?anam-, kam-, ?am-, kanam-, manam-, ’anagm-, kim-, mam-, ?im-, used with singulars
of gender II and nonsingulars of I, with ‘suffix’ -w4?ina.

A3—?naw-, kaw-, ?aw-, kanaw-, manaw-, ’anaw-, kiw-, maw-, ?w-, used with non-
singulars of genders II and III, with ‘suffix’ -w4?i.

Aln—?3nng-, etc., used with singulars and nonsingulars of IIIn (place-gender) nouns, with
*suffix’ -wa .

All, A12, A13, Alln—?3nmo-, etc., ?agngmmo-, etc., ?agngwmo-, etc., ?anmona-, etc.,
used as Al, A2, A3, Aln respectively, for reflexive possession.

It may be noted that the various sets are similar and built up of more or less
recognizably identical material; this historical insight cannot be further pursued
here.

The other ‘suffixes’ of possession referred to are -k'loyi and -k’oying (corre-
sponding to -w4°i and -wi?ing), as in ?an?uk’loyi “‘my son”; the example is from a
tale, and the rarity of the form otherwise suggests that it is archaic.
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§3:23. Numerals, demonstratives, nominals. Substantives other than nouns
show deviations from the general pattern in some ways. A few of the numerals
distinguish gender: wlema *“one™ I, wlibg II and III; ployuo *“three” and p’lanyuo
“five” add -ng for gender I. Apparently numerals are not used in pronominal refer-
ence or in dependence, but only in apposition with nouns, so that one says w'i?ing
73nnat’ owama ‘I have two houses,” literally, *“two I have houses™; wlgma tisl¢onmy
“I saw one man,” literally, ““one I saw a man™; etc.

Demonstratives show gender and number as do nouns, but, like numerals, are
used in appositional constructions, and are not inflected for pronominal reference
or dependence (except with attached particles): y'yna I and III sg., y'ynemg I pl.
and II sg., y'yne II and III pl., “this™; y'ena, yl'enems, y'¢ne “that™ (less remote);
wloti, wlonemg, wlone *‘that™ (more remote). The ending of w'oti is paralleled by
that of y'iati, which means “that, that yonder,” but for which no other forms were
obtained.

Nominals are forms that come close to being adjectives in the Indo-European
sense. They exist only as complements of the verb to be (or possibly some other
“intransitive” verbs), and show the pronominal reference of the noun object to
which they refer, but never occur in the absolute form. Thus, “he is naked” is
kjipidgwamg, and k'lipida is given as the translation for *““naked”; the verbal phrase
is then literally ““there takes place a being upon a naked one.” The number of such
nominals is not great.

§3:3. Verbs. Verbs are conjugated by sets of prefixes (corresponding to the
possessive sets for nouns), indicating their pronominal reference. All the categories
of a verb take the same set of prefixes under the same conditions, so that the basic
stems and the prefix set (or sets), depending on the complement of the verb, are
all that is needed to supply any necessary form. The prefix sets will be presented
first, then the basic stems, then the paradigmatic suffixes.

§3:31. Subject-object conjugation. The prefixes indicating subject and object
fall into three main sets of nine forms each, not all different, which will be desig-
nated as B1, B2, B3, corresponding to A1, A2, A3. They are shown here with a
verb in its basic form, the preterit, the same verb being used for all three: c’lows
*“to taste, try, measure’:

B1. Object of verb a singular noun of genders I or III (including nouns of declen-
sion 6 in -ne), subjects as indicated:

Person Singular Subject Dual Subject Plural Subject
1 tic'lowg “I tasted it™ ?anc’lowg ?ic’lowa
2 ?0c’lowa manc’lowg mac'lowg
3 c’lowg (zero prefix) ?anc’lowa ?ic’lowg

B2. Object a singular noun of gender II or a nonsingular noun of gender I:

1 pic’lowsg ?gpenc’lowsy ?ipic’lowsg
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2 ?ic’lowg mapenc’lowa mapic’lowg
3 ?ic’lowg ?apenc’lows ?ipic’lowg

B3. Object a nonsingular noun of genders II or III:

1 ?oc’lowg kanc'lowa kiwc’lowa
2 kuc’lowa manc’lowg mawc'lowg
3 ?uc’lows ?anc’lowsg ?iwc’lowg

These forms are much like the possessive prefixes, especially set B3, where the dual
and plural are the same as in A3.

The set used when the object is of place-gender is Bln: ting-, *ong-, na;
?3nng-, Manna-, ?anng-; ?ing-, mang-, ?ing-.

When the object is other than third person, we have the following forms,
constituting set C1:

OB;ECT
Subject Sing. 1st  Sing. 2d Dual 1st  Dual 2d Plural 1st Plural 2d
Sg.,Du.,Pl. 1 — g — mapen- — mapi-
2 may- —_— may- —_— may- —_
3 ?0- a- ?Qn/ man- ?1- ma-

When the verb is active, and the subject is (‘personal’) third person, there is also
a suffix -ya, immediately following the stem: omyya “he saw me”; this suffix be-
comes -la, -ma, -na after stem-final -1, -m, -n; after the future suffix -y4 it becomes
-7a: romiya ‘‘he saw me,” fomyy4a “you 1 will see him,” *omiyé’a ‘“he will see me.”

From set C1 and the third person subject forms of sets B1, B2, B3 is con-
structed the following set (‘B4") of ‘subject’ prefixes for ‘intransitive’ verbs (i.e.,
the unipersonal stative verbs, and the stative ['passive’] forms of multipersonal
verbs), illustrated with c’émamg *to be new, young™:

Person Singular Dual Plural

1 ?0c’émama ?3nc’émama ?ic’émamg

“I am young” “we 2 are young” “we 3% are young”
2 ?3¢’émama manc’émamg mac’émamag

“you 1 are young™ “you 2 are young” “you 3* are young”
31 c¢'émamg ?anc’émama ?icémamg

“he is young” “they 2 are young” *“they 3t are young”
31 ?ic’émama ?apenc’émama ?ipic’émamag

“it is young™ “they 2 are young” “they 3t are young”
3101 ?uc’émama ?anc’émama ?iwc’émama

*“it is young™ *“they 2 are young™ “they 3t are young”

As has been indicated, the apparent subject is really the complement of a verb
with ‘impersonal’ third person subject.
When the subject and object are the same, we have a set of reflexive prefixes;
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certain verbs are always reflexive, and take these prefixes even when they have a
noun object. The set, C11, is illustrated with ?/jely *“to run™:

Singular Dual Plural
1 tg?jely “I ran” kan?jely “we 2 ran” kimg ?'jely “we 37 ran”
2 ?3%jely “you 1 ran”  man®iely “you 2 ran” mama?'jely “you 3+ ran™
3 mo?ljely “he ran” ?an?ljely “they 2 ran™ ?img?ljely “‘they 3+ ran”

The dual is like B3; in the plural there is free variation between the forms given
and kimo-, mamo-, ?imo- (by analogy with the third singular?).

§3:311. Two objects. When two objects are involved, one “direct,” the other
“indirect,” we get on the whole forms that are identical with those for one object.
With the “direct™ object third person singular of any gender, the following forms
have been found (set D1):

Inpirect OBject (GenpER 1)

! {

Singular ’ Dual Plural

Subject 1 2 3 1 2 3 1 2 3
Sing. 1 | tg ka- ta- ? mapen-  pi- ? mapim-  ?ipim-

2 | mam- %3 ?a- may- mapen- % may- ? mapim-

3 ?o,,ya ‘)a‘”ya -ya ?anﬂya man--ya ?anﬂya ‘?i”ya ma-ya ?ir/ya
Dual 1 ? %a- °an- | kan- mapen- ?apen- ? mapi- ?ipi-

2 | may- ? man- | may-  man- mapen- | may- ? mapi-

3 | %0~ya %3-ya -ya ? ? ?an-, ? °an--ya man-ya ?
Plural 1 ? ?q 2% ? ?ipi- %1pi- ?img-  mapi- ?ipi

2 | may- ? ma- | may- ? mapi- may- ? mapi-

3 | ?o~ya ?3-ya -ya ?an~ya man~-ya %an~ya | ?~ya ma-ya  ?img-, ?i~ya

It is seen that when subject and indirect object are of the same person the re-
flexive forms are used (C11). With a third person subject, and an indirect object
which is not reflexive, there is consistently the suffix -ya (here referring to the
direct object), and the prefixes are of set ‘B4,” i.e., third person subject and first,
second, third person object forms. With second person subject, the forms are on
the whole those of set C1. With first person subject, the forms are those of sets Bl
and B2. There are two forms, mgpim-, ipim-, not found elsewhere, and there are
in the texts other forms which do not quite agree with the above table. Without
a more thorough examination of all the collected text material, and consideration
of all the possibilities (variation of gender of one or both objects, etc.), it is not
possible to give a clearer picture of the two-object situation. This must be left to
a future fuller discussion.

§3:32. Verb-stems. In order to be able to conjugate most Taos verbs it is
only necessary to have the third singular preterit, which is the basic stem, and to
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know the pronominal-reference prefixes. But for the ablauting verbs it is necessary
also to know the negative stem and the stative stem. The negative stem is used
for the negative preterit, and also for some relative and temporal subordinate
mode forms. The stative stem is used for all *“passive™ forms and to form the verbal
noun. The negative stem might perhaps better be called the “unreal.”

The ablaut changes found have been detailed in §2:34. A verb like p’laodg
“to lose™ may be indicated according to the symbols provided there by the follow-
ing morphophonemic orthography: p°la0d®ai, where © after the initial means “glot-
talization disappears in the stative stem,” © after the medial consonant means
*“voiced becomes voiceless in the negative stem,” and the raised vowel after g
means ‘‘final g becomes i in the negative stem™; that is, we have active p'lsoda,
stative plsoda, negative wop’looti. Verbs like my ““to see” are listed as m°y+mi
(mi, pl, wOmymi); stem vowel changes are shown in the listing by raised vowels;
stative sufhixes other than -mg are shown after the stem, separated from it by /,
thus hlu/ta *“to kill.”

§3:33. Suffixes. The preterit tense-aspect has zero suffix regularly. But in the
negative status some verbs have a sufhix -puo in the preterit, and some of the
ablauting verbs have -mi, -ti, etc.: ?iw!g *““the wind blew,” ?iwdw!gpuo ““the wind
did not blow™ (w'g **to blow™ [of wind], cf. w'gnemg II “wind”). I have not as yet
analyzed any special meaning attached to -puo or the other suffixes; there is a verb-
stem p'uo ‘‘to disappear,” so that -puo may not be a sufhx.

The present is expressed by the sufhx -hu in the affirmative, by -me in the
negative.

The past is expressed by -me?ana in both afirmative and negative.

The future suffix in the affirmative is -y4; this becomes 14, -m4, -n4 after -1,
-m, -n of a stem; it becomes -°4 after -a; it combines with -ba, -da to give -ba, -da:
k’lolla future of k’lola ““to eat,” p’laod4 future of p’lsoda‘“to lose.”” The negative
future sufhx is -pu.

The impending suffix is -h¢. The impending is rare in the negative.

The subordinate modes have these suffixes: conditional past -ng, to the nega-
tive preterit stem; conditional future, -?3ng, added to the future; temporal future
-xu, to the negative stem; temporal resultative -ga, to the negative stem; temporal
past -mega (and -mexu), to the basic stem; relative present -?i added to the appro-
priate stem (-%ing if the subject is II singular or I plural); relative past -me?i, to
the appropriate stem; relative future, -mgya®i or -mep'u®i to the basic stem.

Negative status is expressed by wo- (which combines with preceding -ng- into
-nd-); narrative status by wi- (which may combine with preceding -3- to give -gy-);
definite status (future only, indicative or subordinate) by -su-; comparative status
by 1,0y-; interrogative status by po- for an ordinary question and xu- when doubt
is implied.

The preterit active has as its equivalent in the stative a resultative, charac-
rerized by -mg in the affirmative, but by zero suffix in the negative. Some verbs
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however have other *“passive™ suffixes, such as -t4 (h'ut4 “he was killed””). The pres-
ent stative is not common in the essive, but has the sufhix -hu when found. The past
(durative) in the stative has -?ang added directly to the stem. The impending has
-he, and the future -y4 and -pu as in the active.

Descriptive statives have the special present -p‘lihu, but otherwise are like
essives. Intensives have -p'iwhu in the present. The descriptives of color have -wi
instead of -p'lihu.

Verbal nouns, which are used with postpositions to supply ‘participial® and
‘infinitive’ functions, are formed in -ne (III, no distinction of number) from the

stative stem.
The verb t'lao “to gather, harvest™ may serve to illustrate the suffixes; it is

given in the third singular, subject I or III:

Affirmative Negative
Active indicative:
Present t'laohu “‘he is gathering it™ wot'laome
Preterit t'130 “he gathered it” wotlaoki
Past t'joom'e?ang “he was gathering it” wot'|som'g?ang
Future t'looya ‘‘he will gather it” wot'laopu
Impending t'loohe “he is about to gather it™ wot'laohe
Active relative:
Present t'loo? “*he who gathers it™
Past t'loome®i “*he who was gathering it”
Future t'|som'ey4 ?i “he who will gather it™
Active conditional:
Past t'laoking “‘if he gathered it”
Future t'laoy4 ?ang “'if he will gather it”
Active temporal:
Future t'lookixu “‘when he gathers it”
Past t'loomegg “‘when he gathered it”
Resultative t'lookigg “‘when he has gathered it”
Stative indicative:
Present t'loohu “it is being gathered™ wodt'!sohu
Resultative t'loomg “it has been, is gathered™ wot'lao
Past t'lao?ang “'it was being gathered™ wot'l90%3na
Future t'lootd ?4 *“it will be gathered™ wot'lsotdpu
Impending t'lootdhe “it is about to be gathered™

(The -t4 of the stative future and impending is an irregularity compared with the
other forms, but some verbs have it throughout the stative.)

Examples of other statuses are: definite (future) tisut'lsoya “I will certainly
gather it,” negative definite tiwdsut'loopu; narrative (ty ‘“‘to say”) c'inle witihu
“Coyote said (it is said)”; comparative (k¥iaw'almg ‘““to be strong”) loykia-
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wlalma *““he was stronger™; interrogative (mi “to see™) pos'oonmy “‘did he see the
man?,” xu?amiy4 “may I see you!” (future).

§3:4. Particles. The free particles are: personal pronouns: ng “I, we,™ ?¢
“you,” ?lawan(a) *‘he, she, it, they”; interrogative pronouns: p'ly “‘who,” hlili
“what”; and ‘‘adverbs,” such as hluki ““‘whether,” ha ““yes,” hluong ““then,” y'uhi
*“perhaps,” and the like. The “‘adverbs™ are numerous.

Attached particles are equivalent in meaning to Indo-European prepositions
and adverbs of location, such as -t'o ““in,” -pidg *““back to,” -king *“‘in™ (of time);
they are usually added to the stems of nouns: t'3t'o “by the day” (t'3?lona), t'lat'o
*“in the house™ (t'lona), pilking ‘‘during the summer™ (pillena); but -mki, -t'oti
are added to absolute forms of gender I nouns: slsonenamki “‘for the man,”
sjoonenat'loti “from the man™ (but t'!st'oti “from the house™).

§3:5. Word-formation. Formation of new words in Taos takes place by means
of derivation and compounding.

By derivation are obtained verbal nouns and agent nouns: tlo stative stem
of t'6 *“to dance” gives to0?lone ‘‘dancing, dance” and tjo?lona ‘“‘dancer” (pl.
tj0°lonema); y0-t'6 *““to sing” gives y,0?lonema ‘‘song,” y,0%'ona “singer.” Every
verb apparently may give rise to a verbal noun which is an abstract or collective
in -ne, or a concrete in -nemg, and active verbs have agent nouns in -na.

Derivatives are also made from particles by adding the noun sufhxes:
piuobo?lona ** person next in rank”™ <p'uobo *“‘near.”

The stem formatives -be-, -de-, -le-, -we-, -e- come under the present heading,
but an examination of them would take too long and involves too much historical
speculation for the present sketch. For the same reason some apparent verb-forming
suffixes like -t4, -puo must be passed over.

Most commonly, new words are formed by compounding. Two or more noun
stems may be joined together to give the desired result, the modifying element
coming first: k¥ iaw i-p’lje-na I11.5aa “‘racetrack” <kw¥jiawli-ne “race™ and p’lje-na
“road”; k’juo?i-?luna I.1hd “lamb” <k’luo-na *‘sheep™ and "u?huna “son, off-
spring.” In such compounds the gender is that of the second element; but some-
times we have derivation added to compounding, so that a different gender results
(where, for instance, the compound is not animate, though the second element is
a noun of gender I, or vice versa). Compounds of noun and particle, with noun
suffix, are illustrated by pjanat‘lona III.5aa *“underwear™ <p'ane *‘clothing” and
nat'lo “underneath.” In compounds of noun plus verb the verb is always the second
element, even though it is the modifier: t’joy-t'o-na I.1bd " giant™ < t’loyna* person™
and Yo “to be big" (in compounds only). Many free particles are stereotyped com-
pounds of noun plus attached particle or of two particles: p'iano “in the middle,
among” <p'ia-na “heart,” -no “in,” Compounds of two verbs are frequent: clomé
“to go hunting” <c's “to hunt” + mé “to go.”

Proper names are for the most part compounds. Many are compounds of one

"
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or two stems followed by -7 (from ?d?!una) giving a diminutive or affectionate
connotation: pdb?u *‘flowerlittle,” tiop‘lay i *“dancered-little” =*“Red dancer’;
others are two noun stems: ?3}i ““leaf-grass™; combinations of noun and verb stems

are also found.
4. SYNTAX

In this chapter will be very briefly given the principal statements of the con-
structions into which the various morphological categories enter. No detail can
be attempted within the scope of the present work.

§4:1. Substantives. The absolute form of a noun is used as the subject of a
verb and as the second of two objects (usually the*indirect™ object).It is also found
as the direct object of the verb in the plural, when the emphasis is upon the
plurality of the noun. When the object is a possessed noun and the subject is not
third singular, it must be expressed by the possessed absolute form or by the pos-
sessive verb-phrase.

The stem form of a noun is used alone as the vocative. All proper names are
therefore in the stem form, even when used in other than vocative function.

The stem form is compounded in referential dependence with the verb when
the noun is the object (this includes the “subject” of an “intransitive™ verb, i.e.,
the object of a unipersonal verb). The referential form is also used with attached
particles.

The pronominal reference of a noun is always strictly dependent on its gender,
and also on its number, with the exception that some nouns of genders II and III
are always either singular or nonsingular in pronominal reference as objects of
verbs regardless of the fact that as absolutes they possess both forms; thus, ‘““he
shot an arrow™ is ?ulluot’|oma, and with plural object we have the same form, the
u- indicating nonsingular object of gender II or III; but the word *‘arrow™ has
singular and nonsingular forms, }'uonemg, 'uone. The exact conditions when this
happens have not been determined.

Numerals and demonstratives are used in apposition with the nouns to which
they refer, and agree with them in gender and number, like Indo-European adjec-
tives. Nominals are used only as the object of the verb to be, agreeing in pronominal
reference with the noun they “modify.”

§4:2. Verbs. The verb is the center of the Taos sentence, and the nouns and
particles depend upon it. The expression of present and past durative and of all
kinds of future action is exact; but the preterit form has often a general value in
which the time element is subsidiary (cf. English forms like *“he goes™ as opposed to
*“he is going” for a similar phenomenon). In tales the present is used like our narra-
tive present, with or without the narrative status prefix.

There is no imperative, the second person future being used in commands:
73?ley4 “go,” literally ““you will go.”

The subordinate temporal modes are of frequent use and the relative con-
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struction is common. They are used as equivalents of our subordinate clauses and
participial constructions. The subordinate forms may function as nouns and be
combined with particles. Equivalents of our adverbial clauses are also formed by
the use of verbal nouns with “postpositions™: ?g-k¥inlen-piw “to where he was
standing,” literally “*his-standing-towards.”

Locative and other *‘adverbial™ modifications of verbs are brought about by
free particles.

§4:3. Particles. The attached particles are ““postpositions™ for the most part,
equivalent to our prepositions and adverbs; they follow nouns and subordinate
modal phrases. Free particles are used with nouns and verbs as needed.

§4:4. Word-order. The normal order is “‘adverbial™ particles, subject, verb-
complex. Examples (from a text) are: hux'u ?anampuylen’ow ?gnwlonhu *‘then
they two come up to their friends,” literally *‘then of-them-two — friends — up-to
they-two — come — present suffix”’; hoblo wliwa w'ib ?iwlik’uo “‘then again he
but one down,” literally “then again one he-it — narrative — put-down™; hux'u
yiat'loti sloonena wi%ap'iwmé “‘and the man went away from there sadly,” liter-
ally, ““and-then there-from man narrative-sad-went.”

5. VOCABULARY

The purpose of this chapter is to give, in the absence of the complete diction-
ary which it is eventually hoped to publish, a brief selection from the Taos vocabu-
lary, to indicate the kinds of words and their distribution by meanings and
categories, and to serve as material for the comparatist. Nouns are given in the
absolute singular, with hyphen after the stem, and indication of gender and declen-
sion. Verbs are in the basic stem form, with ablaut indicated where it is present;
they are translated by the English infinitive, following the usual custom.

§5:1. Nouns. A list of nouns by meaning groups will be given.

§5:11. Nouns of gender I. These are all nouns designating persons or animals,
with the exception of ¢’jip'a-na I.1bd **doll”” and p’6x~'ia-na I.1aa “egg.”

§5:111. Terms for persons: ?jawyu-?luna I.1hd “boy”; k*le-na 1.2aa **Mexi-
can”; k¥'ol-ena 1.2dd “maiden”; Hiw-lena 1.2bb “‘woman, wife”; p'uy-ena 1.2db
“friend”; p'ons'ay-na I.1aa ““white man”; slson-ena I.2db *“man, husband™; t,ob'u-na
I.1bd “‘governor of pueblo™; t’loy-na I.2aa “‘person, Indian™; *Uele-?lena L.1if
“youth”; *up;eyu-?tuna I.1hd “girl”; »ap’il-'ena I.2bd *“baby.”

§5:112. Kinship terms. I have discussed the kinship and status terms in the
paper referred to above (§1:4); the principal terms are listed here for the purpose
of giving their declensions:

tom-lena 1.2bb “‘father”; k'a-na 1.2aa ““mother”; *0-?luna 1.2gg “som, child”;
p'iw-lena 1.2bb *“daughter™; pjop'o-na I.1bd “*older brother™; p’loy-na I.2aa *“younger
brother™;tjutlu-na I.1bd " older sister”; p’jayu-?!luna I.1hd" younger sister”’; m!aku-na
I.1dd “grandchild”; tjatuli-?ina I.1if “‘grandfather”; ?jalu-?luna I.1hd *‘father’s
mother”; Ljit'u-na I.1bd *“mother’s mother™; t|ytu-?'una I.1hd **father’s brother, older
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cousin; ?jeme-?lena I.1hd *father’s sister”; mjm!i-na I.1aa ““mother’s brother™;
kjay'u-na I.1bd ““mother’s sister”; kjitu-?luna I.1hd **nephew, niece, younger cousin™;
‘maslie-na (in composition only, nonsingular -masieng with stress on first element)
“step-relation”; k’jowa-?'ana I.1hd *relative™; tja®la-na I.1bd **son-in-law™; s;20yi-
?lina 1.1hd “daughter-in-law™; maku- as first element of compound, *relation by
marriage” (other than son-in-law and daughter-in-law).

§5:113. Words for animals, birds, insects: c,ibikli-na I.1ce “*robin”; cjiylu-na
I.1bd “mouse™; cliw-ena 1.2db *‘eagle”; cjiwyu-?luna I.1hd “bird”; cjulo-?lona
I.1hd “dog™; c’aw-lena 1.2bb “bluejay”; ¢’jiliyo-?'ona I.1if **bat”; c'inle-na I.1aa
“coyote”; c’juwala-?lana I.1if “squirrel”; huollona I.1bd *“quail”; klsona I.2aa
“bear”; k,ol-'ena 1.2bd *“wolf”’; k’ow-ena 1.2db *“horse™; k olno-?'ona I.1hd “*badger™;
kionleena 1.2bb “‘buffalo”; kiosi-?lina I.1hd *‘cow™; kow-lena I1.2bb *‘owl”;
kjuylullu-na I.1ce “skunk”; k' jay'a-na I.1bd “magpie™; ljillu-na 1.1bd *“chicken’;
mysi-?lina [.1hd *‘cat™; pecu-?luna I.1hd *‘rattlesnake™; plena I.2aa ‘‘deer”;
p>?lena I.2gg *“fish”; piw-lena 1.2bb “‘rabbit”; p’owjaya-?lana 1.1hd “worm”;
p'd*lgyona 1.1dd “spider”; tjuxvla-na I.1bd ““fox™; p'ljw-na I.2aa “‘sparrow’;
p'iiay'a-na 1.1bd “louse, flea™; p*|yyu-?luna I.1hd ““fly”; sul-'ena I1.2bb *bluebird.”

§5:12. Nouns of genders II and III. As has been indicated, the same kinds of
words occur in both of these genders. A selection by meanings is given, no attempt
being made to separate the two groups.

§5:121. Body parts: céd-lena IIl.5aa “‘anus™; cli-nemg I1.4aa *“‘eye™; ?le-nemg
II.4aa “‘shoulder”; ?ien-'enema Il.4aa “‘foot”; k's-na IIl.5aa ‘“‘vulva™; k’'so-nema
Il.4aa *“neck”; fiom!yngIl.3bb “mouth™; toxloy-nalll.52a “*lip”’; mic’lele-na IT1.5dd
*“fingernail”’; min-lenemg Il.4aa “‘hand”; ?0d-lenemg Il.4aa ‘‘chin, jaw”; p'ia-na
II1.5aa “‘heart, breast”; p’li-nema Il.4aa “head”; p‘loy-na III.5aa “nose™; p‘lo-na
III.5aa “‘hair; t'am'yna IIl.5aa *‘cheek”; t'loloona III.5dd *‘ear™; t'|je-?'ena
III.5gg “stomach™; w'ana IIl.5aa *‘penis”; xlonemg Il.4aa “‘arm”; xlynemg
11.4aa “leg”; xjup’li-ng 11.3bb “knee” (<*leg” +"“head™).

§5:122. Plants, trees: *3na I1In.5aa “*leaf”; hi-nemg II.4aa ““cedar”; hip’dha-ng
I1.3dd **juniper™; ?'ialo-ng I1.3db *“willow™; ?ia-?lane I11.6g *corn”; k. 'elo-ng I1.3db
“0ak’’; Ya-ne I11.6a ““tobacco™; Hi-ne II1.6a *“*grass™; lit'g-ne I11.6a *“ wheat™; 1,0-?lone
II1.6g “‘wood”; nal-'enemag Il.4aa “aspen’; pob-lenemg II.4aa *‘flower”; plona
IIl.5aa *“pumpkin™; p’0k’luowong IL.3db *“fir, spruce™; p'otuk,’illona III.5aa
“mint”; p'juol-lenema II.4aa “yucca™; t'g-na II1.5aa “bean”; tluto-ng I1.3db *“tree,
cottonwood™’; t'yle-ng 11.3db *“birch”; we-?lenemg Il.4gg * pine.”

§5:123. Natural phenomena: ?jek'one III.6a “hail”; Hul-lene II1.6a “rain™;
njam-lene II1.6a “soil”; pd-?lona II1.5gg “land, country, the earth™; p’lian-enema
I1.4dd *“*mountain™; p’oclia-ne III.6a *“‘ice”; p’lona IIl.5a(a) “moon™; p’op's-na
II1.5a(a) ““sky™; p’oxetlona IIl.5aa “‘star”; p’oxluone IIl.6a “‘steam™; p’d-?lone
II1.6g *““water”; p*ja-?lane II1.6g *‘fire”; p'le-na Ill.5aa “cloud”; t'ul-lena III1.5a(a)
*“sun.” The words for **hail,” “*rain,” **water” have corresponding singular and non-
singular forms (III.5aa, III.5aa, III.5gg) meaning “hailstone,” *“raindrop,” **drop of
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water”; the latter is also used to mean “river, stream, body of water.”

§5:124. Man-made products: cid-ena II1.5db *‘shirt, garment™; ?iet'una
I1.3dh *“ladder”; kdd-'enemg Il.4aa “‘door”; kjon-lenemg Il.4aa “cradle™; kjoob-
lenemg II.4aa “‘mocassin, shoe™; k'i-nemg Il.4aa “blanket™; kylona IIl.5aa “ax™;
llil'ena III-5db *“‘belt”; }ot'lona IlIn.5aa “boat™; tox.'olong I1.3db “‘window™;
Hu-na II1.5aa (*piece of) buckskin™; minmuy-ng I1.3db “glove”; njaxju-?'una II1.5gg
“adobe brick”; pla-ne Illn.6a ‘‘clothing”; pie-?lena IlIn.5gg “bed”; pom!yna
II1.5aa “‘trouser leg, trousers™; pjuohlo-na IIl.5aa *“ball™; p’lie-na III.5aa “road™;
p’oklu-na III.5aa ** (loaf of) bread™; t'!s-na IlIn.5aa *“house™; x'il-ena II1.5db “bow";
y'uwola-ng IL.3fi “*skirt.”

§5:125. Place-gender nouns. Something over fifty nouns have been recorded
as being of the place-gender, that is, inserting -ng- after the prefixes of pronominal
reference. They cannot be listed here, but some of the meanings are: “‘leaf™
(§5:122), “*collar,” **boat™ (§5:124), “*field,” “book,” “*house™ (§5:124), “‘lock,” ** can-
yon,” “‘fruit,” “bed™ (§5:124, but the same word as ordinary gender III means
“mattress, sleeping'mat™), “work,” *““meal,” ‘“‘bitterness™ (literal, not figurative),
*“clothes,” *“‘war,” *“digging,” etc. Nearly all have a definite connotation of place,
whether they are concrete objects or verbal nouns of action. The formation is
semantically alive, as evidenced by the borrowed words meaning *‘canyon,” “‘val-
ley,” “street,” *‘bedstead,” *“machine,” ‘““garter,” *“pocket or purse,” “store,” “gar-
den,” and by native words designating recent cultural objects.

§5:13. Use of compounds. Compounding being a living process of the lan-
guage. many notions are expressed by compounds. This is especially true of de-
scriptive terms for natural phenomena, and of terms for man-made objects of all
kinds. For recently introduced cultural objects the language is more likely to resort
to a descriptive compound than to borrowing. Sometimes the compounds are loan-
translations, however, as in the case of cjip’oxvili?line (III, nonsingular) “eye-
glasses” <clinema “‘eye” and p’ox¥ili*lina “‘glass.” Many of the words of the
vocabulary, both old and new (like the word for “glass™), are evidently compounds
in form, but informants are not able to give meanings to some or all of the compo-
nent parts. A historical study of the Taos vocabulary would prove interesting from
this point of view.

§5:2. Verbs. As has already been indicated, Taos uses verbs not only to ex-
press the usual verbal notions of English and other Indo-European languages, but
also for most *‘adjective™ ideas. The number of verbs is thus large, and they play
an important part in the expressiveness of the language.

§5:21. “Transitive” verbs. Some multipersonal verbs of active meaning are
the following: clel(ai/la \“to catch™; clo “to hunt™; cliali “to sweep, comb™;
cia?®lgtli/la ““to ask a question™; c,0yt°6 “to work”; clong *““to grow™; c®laod(g *“to
enter”; ?le “to come™; *°hl(ai “to drive”; hloob(ag ““to like”; hlgl(g *“‘to breathe™;
hlu/t4 “to kill"; klotwi “to plant™; kloyo *“to know™; k°lol(g/la “*to eat™; k,lili “*to
spill”; Yaya ““to boil™’; Hoy*(gi ““to sit down™ (reflexive); Hul(g *“to rain™; maw *‘to
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want™; mac'luli “to press”; m¢ “to walk”; mluoli ““to return™; m°y*mi “to see”;
ny*tmi/ma *“to look for”; *°lotlo “to wash™; plel(g *““to sew™; pliawi *‘to dye™; sy
“to drink”; thuwi® “to buy™; titpuo *“to speak’; t'lolo+puo *“to hear™; ?lym(¢/ma *“to
tell”; welel(ai ““to dig”; whiaiv “to give”; w¥lon(a “to arrive”; wlotpuo *“to blow™
(of wind); x'i+mi ““to wait for™; y°loy(i ““to command”™ (stative also yloyba); y,0t°6
*“to sing.”

§5:212. “Causatives,” **desideratives.” The verb ?lama (neg. ?'ami, stative
k'amma) *‘to do, cause to . . . " is found compounded as second element with a
number of stems, some of which do not exist independently; compounds of this
type seem to be freely formed at .ieed, and can be considered causatives, though
the formation is lexical and not paradigmatic: h'sol?amg *“to hurt™ (hlsol- **sick™),
p'irama “to use™ (pi- not identified), hley?ama ““to mend™ (cf. higywop'lihu *“*he is
rich™).

In the same way maw “to want” is compounded with many verbs to give
desideratives, with the meaning *‘to want to ... ™

The verbs m¢ ““to go, walk,” w4 *‘to be,” and some others, also enter into nu-
merous fixed compounds.

§5:22. “Intransitive” verbs. Under this heading will be listed a number of
unipersonal verbs of various kinds.

§5:221. Essives. These are unipersonal verbs translated for the most part by
intransitives: °'ema ‘“‘to sit”; kluyma ‘“‘to lie down™; k,linmg *‘to stand”; Hlowma
“to smell”’; p'lgta “‘to be wrapped”; t'loma *“to dwell™; wama *“to be”” (direct resolu-
tion) and ““to have™ (possessive resolution). x'ymma (negative x'yma) *“to love™ (re-
flexive possessive); yliawoma ‘‘to be awake.”

§5:222. Descriptives. These are unipersonal verbs translated by adjectives;
they differ from essives only in having -p‘'ihu (with medial stress on the stem)
in the affirmative present. They are given here in the shorter resultative form in
-mg: c’dpumg “‘to be bad”’; c’émama “‘to be new, young”; hleywomg “‘to be rich™;
k'latima *“to be silent’’; k’lima ““to be thick™; k’luma “‘to be good™ (singular comple-
ment only, k’'uyumg with nonsingular); ke jiawlalma *“to be strong”; laywoma *“to
be poor”; p‘layamg “to be bald”; x'slimg “to be round”; x'slmg ““to be heavy™;
y'ayimg ‘“to be crooked.”

Many descriptives have intensive forms in -pliwhu in the present, with
-pliwme negative present, -p'iwme?ang negative past: k’jup'iwhu **he is very good™;
hieywopliwhu **he is very rich,” etc.

§5:223. Color terms. Words for colors are either special descriptives with -wi
as the suffix in the resultative, or they are free particles (“‘adverbs™) in -hi, used
with wama ‘“to be”’; -hi usually conveys the idea of -ish in English. The most com-
mon terms are: clolwi ‘“blue, green™; c’lulwi “yellow™; p’dhlawi “‘grey”; p’lot'lowi
“white”; p'oxlewi “brown”; p'laywi “‘red” p''ynwi “black”; the forms p’ohlahi
*“greyish,” p’ox'ehi ““brownish,” are used in compound color terms.

§5:3. Particles. The most frequent *‘postpositions™ are: -bo “up against,”
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‘king **in, on” (time when), -kin?ow “over” (but not touching), -k’syto ““on top of,”
-mki **for,” -mono “along,” -muwo *‘throughout™ (space) ,"during” (time), -nat'o
“under,” -%0gg ‘‘on, upon, into,” -?0yg “on” (as a wall), -pi ““alongside,” -pian?ow
*“among,” -pibg “‘up,” -piga ‘‘down,” -piwg “into,” -piwto ‘*back to,” -puobo “next
to,” -puot'o ‘‘near,” -p‘lialga ‘‘together with,”” -to *“in, within,” -t'o “at,” -t'oti
“from,” -waga ‘“‘on account of.”

Many of the free particles are compounded with the above or with nouns,
giving fine distinctions of position: c’leot'o “in front of (face-at),” k’lsot'o “up on
top” (as a hill).

Other free particles are: hli?gngg *“ why, because,” ha ““yes,” hliyuohu **hello,”
hoblo *““also,” hlodg *“*and,” hluki *‘whether,” hux'u “‘and so, so then,” h'uoyo “so
much,” hluong *“then,” hluoxena **yesterday,”” hluweng “no,” klswbo “a long time,”
?lolodg *“almost,” ?oyx'enhi*‘if,” ta ““then,” t'o...-neng “‘or,” t'o...t'o...-nena
*“either or,” wlanno “in, upon,” wliwa “again”; y'oda “here,” y'uhi *‘perhaps,”
y'yy “suddenly.”

§5:31. Place names. Taos place names are usually composed of a stem with
an attached locative particle, or of several stems with a particle: t'sot'o “Taos
bueblo,™ literally, “in the village”; k+'¢?0ga **Taos village,” literally, “‘among the
Mexicans™; higlp’dno *“Santa Fe,” literally ** shell-water-in.” Practically all the place
names recorded are descriptive and analyzable.

§5:4. Loanwords. There are several layers of loanwords in Taos. There are
undoubtedly some of Indian origin, though these are of course hard to identify
without more knowledge of neighboring languages. The principal loans are Spanish,
and there are many English loans too. For a detailed discussion, see the paper re-
ferred toin §1:4.

Among the younger and better educated speakers English words are used un-
altered; heard in this way were “stove” (informant **C™), “forty-nine cents™ as a
unit (informant *“B”"), and others; *“B,” who doesn’t know much Spanish, is very
conscious of the recognizable Spanish loanwords, but mixes in English freely.

6. HISTORY

§6:1. General. The history of a language can only be fully written when there
are available records of its development over a long span of time. Such records are
never available for American languages, and their history can thus never be com-
pletely set down. But the soundness of the technique of comparative linguistics
is such that reconstructions of the external history can be made with considerable
certainty, and much of the internal development can be gleaned from examination
and analysis of the vocabulary in relation to the culture of the people speaking the
language.

Within the scope of the present work, only a very brief summary of the avail-
able evidence for the external history of the Taos language can be presented.

§6:2. Linguistic relations. The Taos language is most closely related to the
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languages of Picuris pueblo, twenty-three miles south of Taos, and of Sandfa and
Isleta pueblos, respectively fourteen miles north and twelve miles south of Albu-
querque. Together these constitute Tiwa, which can be divided into Northern
Tiwa—Taos and Picurfs, and Southern Tiwa—Isleta and Sandfa. According to
Harrington, the extinct Piro language in southern New Mexico was close enough
to be considered a subgroup of Tiwa, but the evidence is scanty. The Isleta del
Sur dialect south of El Paso is now probably extinct, but was practically the same
as Isleta, according to Harrington’s evidence; this was confirmed by one of my
Isleta informants who had been there some years ago and had spoken with the
SUTVIVOrS.

The two Tiwa groups are fairly homogeneous: Sandfa and Isleta differ very
little and are mutually completely intelligible; Taos and Picuris diverge more
from each other. Further, the group as a whole is very similar: Taos and Picuris
are each intelligible to the other three, and Sandfa and Isleta are understood in the
north, though with difficulty.

Tiwa is classified as a subfamily; with the Tewa and Towa subfamilies it
forms the Tanoan family. Tewa—spoken in Santa Clara, San Juan, Nambé, Tesuke,
and by the one surviving Indian family at Pohwake, is very homogeneous, accord-
ing to available evidence. Towa now consists only of Jemes, but Pecos is supposed
to have belonged to the group. Tewa and Towa are rather different from each
other, and widely different from Tiwa.

On the basis of Tanoan and Uto-Aztecan evidence it has been possible to
reconstruct an Azteco-Tanoan linguistic stock; see B. L. Whorf and G. L. Trager,
The Relationship of Uto-Aztecan and Tanoan,? where the basic outlines of Azteco-
Tanoan phonology and morphology are laid down and about one hundred cognates
are cited. Azteco-Tanoan may include Zuni, and probably does include Kiowa;
for the latter relationship I have considerable evidence in addition to that pre-
sented by Harrington in the past. There is also in hand evidence of a distant rela-
tion of Azteco-Tanoan to Penutian, Mayan, and possibly Tunican.

§6:3. Proto-Tiwa. On the basis of extensive vocabularies of the three other
Tiwa languages collected in the summer of 1937, it has been possible to reconstruct
Proto-Tiwa in considerable detail.

The details of the phonology may be found in the papers mentioned above
(§1:4)—Comparative Phonology and The Kinship and Status Terms.

Most of the Proto-Tiwa phonemes remained unchanged in Taos, but these
changes did take place: k' >x, initial b >m, initial d >1,  >y; g apparently became
y internally under most conditions and x initially, but there are a few cases of
internal g left; r >n; ie >i, but a few cases of ie apparently remain; a became
fronted; o became low back unrounded; s changed from high central to mid back;
ia changed from low mid central to low mid front; o changed from high mid cen-

*B. L. Whorf and G. L. Trager, The Relationship of Uto-Aztecan and Tanoan (American An-
thropologist, n.s., vol. 39, Menasha, Wis., 1937, pp. 609-624).
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tral to low mid back; 9 and ¢ both became ¢ (but a few cases of g under conditions
not yet determined became g). The tones remained unchanged. These changes are
much less in extent than those that took place in the three other languages, though
there too the general lines of the system remain.

Morphologically, the Proto-Tiwa system seems to have been the same as in
Taos and Picuris, though there has been some rearrangement of declensional
sufixes in Taos. The systems of pronominal reference are the same in Taos
and Picuris, but Sandia and Isleta may have only two genders (animate and a
single inanimate); the three-gender system must be original, and place-gender looks
as if it were the relic of a still older system; the verb is on the whole the same in all
four languages, but the southern ones have a preterit sufix which cannot be identi-
fied in the northern ones, and which may or may not be original. Proto-Tiwa had
the same ablaut system as Taos, but it must already have been nonfunctioning.

§6:31. Origin of Taos phonemes. To summarize and reverse the evidence re-
ferred to above, we list the origin of the Taos phonemes: p, t, ¢, k, k«, ?, p', t', p’,
t), ¢, k', ks’ < the same Proto-Tiwa phonemes; b, d, g < internal Proto-Tiwa
b, d, g, accounting for the absence of these sounds initially in native words; 1, s, X,
h (unchanged from Proto-Tiwa;x <k, and in some cases also probably from Proto-
Tiwa or Proto-Tanoan g; m initially from b and m, elsewhere from m; n <n, and
in the suffix -na from r; 1 initially from d, elsewhere from 1; y <y, j, and internal g;
i <i and some cases of ie; ie, ia, e, a, O, 3, 20, U0, u from the same originals, though
patterning somewhat differently through phonetic changes; i, ie, ¢, y unchanged;
a from g and some cases of 9; ¢ from 9, 99, and most cases of 3.

§6:4. More remote reconstructions. From the Tiwa evidence itself, it is pos-
sible to reconstruct *q' ~ *q as the original of the ablaut pair * ~k, *g, ~ k for
W ~ kg, ¥yw ~ Xy fOr w ~ X, and possibly others. From the Tanoan evidence as
a whole it can be surmised that the vowel clusters originally may have had w, y,
or h separating the two elements. Further, the tone system patterns so as to sug-
gest that originally there may have been only stress with differences in length of
vowels, and out of these developed the tones, with loss of significant quantity.

The morphology of Taos is obviously archaic and probably differs little from
that of Proto-Tanoan.



