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An Outline of Siamese Grammar

Summary

This dissertation presents the main points of a synchronic
description of the standard spoken language and chief dialect
of Thailand.

The phonemic structure of Siamese -is based on a syllablé
unit, and the individual phonemes are classified in terms of
initials, nuclei, finals, and prosodic features of the syllable.
There are nineteen consonants, 32:3; vowels, six tones, and
three stress phonemes.

Morphophonemic criteria are used to define larger units:
phrases, clauses, and sentences. Two intonations are distin-
guished, and three types of clause juncture. _

The major classes of free lexemes are substantives, numer-
atives, and isolatives. The first class is subdivided into
nouns, verbs, adjedtives, and modals., One type of predication
is made with a modal or verb as head, another type with an
adjective or verb as head, and a third with two nouns in
equational relationship. Any complex predication is an exten-
sion of one of these types. In endocentric constructioﬁ;
modifiers always follow the head. Bound lexemes are classi-
fied in terms of their position with regard to comstructions
of free lexemes.

Morphological phenomena include reduplication, systematic

derivation, and affixation. The total number of morphemes

which have non-conditioned allomorphs is small.
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Introduction

The area of the Thai dialect described here is roughly
co-extensive with a geographical area of Siam known as the
Central Plain. The disglect centers around Bangkok; it extends.
to the west as far as the Burmese border, and southwest per-
haps no further than Ratchaburi; it is bounded on the north
and northeast by mountains, and extends eastward as far as the
Cambodian border, thus including the smsell section of Thailand
which is east of the Gulf of Siam.

The principal isoglosses separating this dialect, called
here simply Siamese, from other dialects of Siam proper :are
the phonetic shapes and phonemic distributions of tones; thers -
are considerable differences in lexicon also, but apparently
very few in syntax. Siamese is the dialect most closely re-
sembling the.standard language of Thailand, spoken in official
circles in Bangkok and the provincial capitals and understood
throughout the country. In effect, this outline treats gram-
matical features common to both the Central Plains dialect and
the standard language, and ignores or adjusts differences
between them. Informants of both backgrounds have supplied
the material.

The treatment of /r/ and /1/, a_lone or in clusters,
varies so greatly among speakérs (those who mgke the distinction
at all) that the choice between these two phonemes in a given
lexical unit is simply made in accordance with the official
spelling wherevef possible. The general statement can be made,
however, that the Central Plains dialect contains far fewer

instances of /r/ than the standard language.
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The period of research covers four years, 1950-54, the
first two of which were spent in -Siam under concurrent grants
from the Southeast Asia Program of Yale University and th?\_
American Council c¢?¥ Learned Societies. The first year was
devoted mainly to léarning the language and beginning the
study of Thai ;iteréture, the second year to continuing lite-
rary studies and beginning the present project.

The principal informant was Mr. Han Ditkum, a student at
the Royal Military Academy in Bangkok, during the year 1951-52.
Interviews with Mr. Han were conducted only in Siamese. The
material is of two types: short utterances in response to
specific questions, transcribed by ear, and -comnected texts
transcribed by tape recorder.

Of other informants, the most important are Miss Chaluay
Kanchanagama, of the Faculty of Arts of Chulaslongkorn Uni-
versity, Bangkok (1951-52); Mr. Chote Raktiprakara, a graduate
student in forestry at Yale University (1953-54); and Mrs.
Williem Gedney, of New Haven, Conn. (1954). Interviéwa with
the first two informants were conduqted mainly in English, |
with Mrs. Gedney entirely in Siamese. Mr. Han and Mrs. Gedney
are natives of Ayuthya Province. Mr. Chote was born outside
the Central Plain dialect area, in Phrae, but both he and Miss
Chaluay have been speakers of the standard langusge since
early childhood. -

Of modern descriptive publications on Siamese, the most
frequently consulted have been those of Mary R. Ha273, especially
her Spoken Thai, (cn-authored by Heng R. Subhanka; Henry Holt
and Co., 1945). Many grammatical conclusions implicit in

Miss Haa®s' pedagogical material recur in the present work;
at other points the analyses are obviously at variance.
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An article by G. Edward Roffe dealing with a different

Thai dislect, 'The Phonemic Struc¢ture of Lso! (Jﬁh? 66.289-95).
gave useful hints for approaching phonemic proble;s. A hand-
book published in Siam, Sismese-English Conversation, by M.C.
Przsobsukh Sukhsvasti and an anonymous co-guthor (Bangkok,
1946), filled a similar role with regard to syntactic problems.
Among older grammars, the most productive of lines of
inquiry have been Eakin's Manual for Study of the Siamese
Language, Cartwright's Student's Manuasl of the Sismese Lan-

guage, and Evald's Grammatik der T'hai oder Sismesischen Sprachen.
Lastlyy I wish to écknowledge a great indetledness to Dr.

Williwm J. Gedney, who gave invaluable assistance and advice

at the beginning of my reaearch undertaking in Siam, and who

later contributed many suggestions, based on his own research

and observation, which have found their way into the present

analysis. He is not responsible, however, for the accuracy of

any statement which appears here as a result of such suggestions.
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l. Phonemics

1.1. The syllable

l.1.1. A syllable, in Siamese, is a minimum sequence of
phones at least cone of which is a vowel, which occurs by itself as
a complete utterance, or is a residue when such independently
occurring syllables are subtracted from a complete utterance. It
follows then, that any complete utterance in Siamese consists
wholly of syllables. .

For example, the sequence ['P’kaa'mi-_j] 'It's fruit!
consists of three syllables: E‘r’&'IJ, [£2], and ['mda-j], The
last fraction of the sequence, [ ’m&-j] , is a syliable beqause it
occurs independently in the meaning 'It's wood'. The second frac-
tion, F43], is a remainder in such éequez;ces as CI:‘?@-J'.] ' (She's)
ashamed', for ['fa- Jj occurs independently (with a similar meaning).
Since [{a] and [ "Mi-_‘)] are syllables, the first fraction

" is also a sjllable.l '

1.1.2. Prosodic features are phonetic features which are
distinctive for an entire syllable rather than for a single con-
stituent segment. The four relevant types of proscdic features
are length, stress contour, voice quality, and pitch contour. Fo?
example, the syllable ['ma - )] above is longer than either of the
syllables preceding it; its stress contour is mt;dorately loud and

fading gradually; it has glottal constriction throughout; and it

]'Note that although [3) can be established as a syllable, by
subtraction from utterances like ['T’am 3'vae JJ 'What are you doing!!',
it cannot be subtracted from the sequence [ZX 2] to yield a residual
syllable [Q) , because of the requirement that syllables contain at
least one vowel. The analysis of the sequence C'P’:fh'm é‘JJ is

therefore complete as given above.
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has a high-level pitch contour, riéing slightly at the beginning
and falling slightly at the end. |

Not all syllables have prosodic features. The syllable [La)
above is as short as any syllable in the language (and therefore
has no distinctive length), and it has no distinctive character-
istics of stress, pitch, or voice quality.

In general, prosodic features contrast with each other in
the same way that segments contrast. [ 'ma'] 'face' differs from
['ma-] 'field' on the same lexical level that [ ’'ma-] 'to come'
differs from ['mna-]; there is also a comparable contrast between
L,ma-]) (with less loud stress contour) ‘let me tell you' and ['na-).
Between features of stress and length, and between features of
pitch and voice quality, however, there is .a relationship which
is more complementary than contrastive. The syllables L[ 'Lom ]
'air' and [‘'£dém] ‘to topple over' will serve to illustrate the
point. In any environment where relative pitch criteria are
present, the contour of ['£{ém_) begins higher than that of ['fowm];
the contours are otherwise identical. In isolation, and in =ome
but not all other environments, the syllable [A{¢=) has the com-
plementary feature of glottal constriction; [ 'fow] never has it.
Hence the two syllables are always distinguishable. On the other
hand, ['Low] and ['Aem]) 'mudhole' are not distinguishable in
isolation, the voice gquality being the same in both cases. The
sequences [feanOﬂﬂJ 'to faint' and [pen'fom ] '"to be full of
mudholes', however, are distinguishable, since here the lower
pitch of [/¢ m ] is evident by contrast with [pen]).

For purposes of phonemic analysis, therefores, it is con-
venient to consider features of pitch and voice quality as
interrelated phenomera. A similar interrelation holds between

stress and length.
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l1.1.3. Segmental features are all the distinctive phonetic
features other than prosodic features.

A segment is any fraction of a syllable during which there
is no perceptible change in the complex of segmental features.2
Thus the syllable ['&-j] has three segments, represented by the
symbols [w) , [ad , and [j) ; segmental analyses of the three
syllebles [‘'fom]) , ['Aém] , and ['fow ] yield identical results:
[£), [Tod, and [m] .

The nucleus of a syllable consists of one or more vocalic

segments. Nucle;l of the examples given so fﬁr have consisted of
only one segment eaé‘h: Ca') in 'f"m«/.'_,J, Lo) in ['fom ) , =and
[2] in [£3] . There are also nuclei of two segments, the second
being always [3] and no other segment intervening: ['s)- 93_']
'sound, voice', with nucleus L[i-2a],

An initial is that fraction of a syllable which precedes the
nucleus. Initials in forms cited so far consist of one segment:
[m]) in['ma-j), L[¢’d in [‘r’b’I], etc. Initials of two consonant
segments also occur: e.g. [ 'tra:’] tstamp', with initial ['frj.
Syllebles with no initial occur: [3] in ["t’am 2 "rﬁj above.

A final is that fraction of a syllable which followa the
nucleus. Finals always consist of one consonant segment: Ejj in
['w&-3]y [m]) in {'fowm]. Some syllables have no final: [a]),
[23), ['tva-d, ete. ‘

l1.1.4. To sum up, all syllables have segmental features, and
may or mey not have prosodic features. Prosodic features fall

into two classes, of pitch-quality and of stress-length. The

2‘1‘ho presumed transition stages between segments can be
safely ignored; any syllable is therefore divisible into an in-

tegral number of segments.
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contrasts among segmental features are to be considered in terms
of initials, nuclei, and finals. In terms of segmental struéturo,
the meximum syllable is CCVVC: E'Pf?- aw]'It's sour'. The
minimum syllable is V: [3), in ['Pam 3 'vajl

l.2. Vowels

1.2.1. The greateast number cof contrasts among nuclei occurs
in syllables with normal (third highest) stress before pause.
There are 18 contrasting nuclei of one segment each; these pair
off into two sets of 9 vowels: one of relatively long fully
voiced vowels, the other of corresbonding short weakly voiced
vowels. Each nuclieus occurs (with random gaps) after all the
initials; the long nuclei occur with no final and before all finals
except fortis glottal stop; the short nmuclei oceur before all
finals, including fortis glottal stop, but not without a final.
This situation is best analyzed by positing a phoneme /./
‘weakly voiced vowel' (writtem below the nuclear vowel):.final
fortis glottal stop is thus a determined segment. |

The 18 one-segment nuéleiAare illustrated by the following

- 8Syllables:
Long full-voiced Short weakly-voiced
'11k  'to bypass® ‘phlifk 'to turn over!
118k 'number! '1ék 'small’
*laek 'to exchange' ‘'kagk (onomat.)
'iym '*to forget!' "1k ‘deep’
*18yk ‘'to desist’ 'neyn  'silver!
'18k 'to haul' 18k 'to steal!
‘14 ‘echilad’ '1dk 'to get up'
118k 'world' 'nék "bird*

'ldok ‘'to peel, skin' 'tjsdk (onomat.)
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There are, in addition, 5 oonfrasting nuclei of two segments
each, the second segment of which 1is. always a short lax vowel. Three
‘0of the first segments are long and fully voiced, two are short and
weekly voiced; the distribution of the two-segment nuclei is
parallel to that of the one-segment nuclei. They are analyzed as
vowel clusters; the firet segment is assigned to /i/, /y/, or /u/,
the second to /a/. The five two-segment muclei:

Long lax Short tense
rfak ‘$o0 call® 114t (onomat. )
'1§ak 'to'choose' 3
'1flak 'to parboil! 't fak 'pure-~(white)!
(also 'tjgak)

l.2.2. Definitions and descriptions of allophones of the
individual vowel phonemes follow. In general, vowpls have shorte
allophones before finals: éhe nucleus of /'la/ 'donkey' is longer
than that of /'18k/ 'to haul'; that of /'1§/ 'to ahandon' longer
.than that of /'1dk/ 'to steal'. Other automatic variations in
the length of vowels will be treated in connection with distri-
butional statements of prosodic phonemes (1.4.1.).

Vowels immediately before nasal finals have slightly nesalized
allophones: cf./ﬂlqm/'wind'and/&dt/'to lower',

The vowels:

/i/ High front vowel
1. Upper high front unrounded:% /'11x/ 'to bypass'.

2. With /./, no final--somewhat lower: /'r{/ 'to plan'.

3This gap is apparently not accidental; I have no examples
of ’Vya/.

4The first allophone given for each vowel is the most common
one, and implies the distributionsl statement ‘'Occurs in all

environments except those below.'
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3, With /./, before a final--still lower, more central: /'phlfk/
'to turn over'.,
4. 3oforo /a/~=-with off-glide ta#ard central position: /'rtak/
'to call'. /'kfa/ :wooden shoes', /'{at/ 'sound of tree-branch
ereaking’. _
5. After plain stops, nasals, and spirants, but not before /a/--
with on-glide from central position: /'pi/ 'year', /'t}/ 'to
eriticize’, /‘kin/ 'to eat!, /'£Y/ 'skill‘', /*sl/ ‘'four',
/'hin/ 'stone’'.
/e/ Mid front vowel. \ |
1. Upper mid front unrounded: /'18k/ ‘'number’.
2. with /./, no final--somewhat lower: /t3/ 'to kick'.
3. With /./, before a final--still lower, more central: /'l¢k/ ‘'small’.
/ae/ Low front vowel.
1. Low front unrounded, slightly central: /'l8ek/ 'to exchange'.
2. With /./--somewhat higher, less central: /'kde/ 'sheep'.
3. After /h/ or no initial--sometimes nasalized: /'3ep/ 'to
sneak', /hde/ (final particle). "
/y/ High back or central unrounded vowel.
1. High, more back than central: /'1ym/ *'to forget'.
2. With /./--somewhat lower and more central: /'1fk/ 'to get up'.
3. Before /a/--with downward off-glide: /'1$ak/ 'to choose'.
/ay/ Low back unrounded vowel.
1. Upper low, slightly central: /'dayn/ 'to walk’', /',gyn/ 'money ' .
/a/ Low or mid central vowel.
1. In general--lower low: /'18k/ 'to haul'.
2. With /./, before most finals and without final--considerably
higher: /'1g/ *to abandon', /'1ldk/ 'to steal'.
3. With /./, final /j/-~higher and more front: /'paj/ 'to go'.
4. with /./, final /w/--more back: /'18w/ ‘to tell'.
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5. After /h/ or no initial--nasalized: /'ha/ 'five’', /'c&}
'to take'. .
6. As second segment, with no final--lower mid: /'rya/ 'boat’',
/'kia/ 'wooden shoe'.
7. As second segment, before a final--upper mid: /'ryag/
'subject!', /'kiaw/ ;to reap’.
/u/ High back rounded vowel.
1. Upper high back: /'1Gk/ 'child’.
2. With /./, no final--somewhat lower: /'dy/ 'fierce’.
3. With /./, before a final--still lower, more central: /1yk/
'to get up'.
4. Before /a/--with off-glide toward central position: /'lfliak/
'to parboil', /'§a/ 'I (Chinese spesker)', /'tjfak/ 'pure-(white)’.
| /o/ Mid back rounded vowel.
1. Upper mid back: /'18k/ 'world', /'t¢§/ 'table’.
2. With /./, before a final--somewhat lower and more central;
/'nék/ ‘bird'. |
/a0/ Low back rounded vowel.
1. Mean low back, slightly central: /'léok/ 'to skin'.
2. With /./--somewhat higher, less central: /'k3o/ ‘island’.
3. After /h/ or no initial--nasalized: /'hyo/ 'to fly (super-
naturally)', /'aok/ 'to issue’'.
/./ Weakly voiced vowel. (Occurs simultaneously with any

vowel phoneme. Examples above.)

1.3. Consonants
l.3.1. The greatest number of contraéts among initials

occurs in syllables with normel stress before pause. There

are 19 contrasting initials of one segment each, and no syllable
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is without an initial. In weak-stressed syllables 18 of these
initials occur, and there are syllables with no initialsy the
only initial not occurring is fortis glottal stop, which is
hence determined by stress.
The remaining 18 one-segment initiasls (grouped according
to place of primary articulation) are as follows:

Labial Dental Palatal & Velar

Vo%ced 'bd ‘'crazy' 'd& 'to vilify'

stop
Plain 'pa  ‘'forest' 'ta teye' 'ka 'teapot!

stop
Asp. 'pha 'to conduct' 'tha 'to daub’ '‘khd ‘'leg’

stop
Nasal 'ma 'to come?’ 'na 'field! 'Ha *tusk’
Spirant 'f4 ‘sky! pha 's& 'language’ 'ha ‘'five®
Sonant 'wa 'measure 'la  'donkey’ ‘ja 'medicine!

of length!
Alveolar

Jjf 'rd& ‘'fennel®
With no initial: '& 'to open (the jaws)'.

There are in addition 13 initials of two segments each
which occur in a fairly large number of syllables. Every such
compound initial consists of a plain or aspirated stop plus a
scnant. Each occurs (with fandom gaps) before all nuclei,
with the exception of /kw/ and /khw/ which do not occur before
back vowels (ineluding /y/ and /ay/).

The two-segment initials are'illustrated:
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'pla 'fish! 'kwat 'to sweep'

'prap 'to subdue' 'krap 'to prostrate oneself'
'phldt 'to slip? 'kla 'bold?

'phrae 'gilk cloth’ 'ichwd ‘right (-hand)®

‘tra 'stamp’ 'khraw 'occasion'

'tjan ‘plate’ 'khldj 'resembling'

'*thjd 'slow'

There remain a number of other two-segment initials which
occur in an extremely limited number of syllables; some speakers
of the standard dialect do not use them at all. In this group,
voiced stops and spirants occur as first segments. A partisal

list follows, with equivalents in the more conservative speech:

'br¥ 'extremely fast' ('pr¥)
"tphja  (title) (pha.'Ja)
'*fri ‘without charge’ (*21)

drdok ‘'on the contrary’ (ddok, raok)

1,3¢2. The greatest number of contrasts among finals occurs
in syllables with normal stress before pause. There are 8
contrasting finsls of one segmont each, excluding fortis glottal
stop, which is determined by /./ (ef. 1.2.1.). Each final can
be equated with a stop, nasal, or sogant which a2ls0 occure as
a one-segment initial; in the case of the stoﬁs, /p, t, k/ are
selected, on the basis of ease of phonemic definition, to
represent the finals., The 8 finals are illus#rated as follows:

Labial Dental Palatal or Veler
'dgp 'to extinguish! 'd3t 'to straighten' 'dgk 'to net®
'dam 'black’ ‘dgn 'to push' 'dgg loud!’
'dgw 'to guess’® gn 'dgj ‘'anything'

With no final: /4}/ ‘*savage', /'du/ 'to look'.
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In addition, there are three finals of one segment each
which occur only when tkhe initials which'thoy most closely
resemble begin the following syllable. In sll such cases
there is an alternate form with one of the 8 finals above:

/r/ in 'mgr ra ‘'jat ‘manners' ('mgn-~)
/1/ in 'ph3l la 'msj "Pruit® (*phdn-)
/8/ in 'r@s sa 'daon '*the public' ('réat-)

There are no finals of more than one segment.

l.3.3. Definitions and deseriptions of aliophones of the
individual consonant phonemes follow. In genersl, final con-
sonants have longer allophones after weakly voiced nuclei than
after full-voiced ones: the final of /'m§n/ 'certain' is lbngor
{than that of /'mén/ 'curtain'. Other automatiec varié;ions in
the length of finals will be treated in connection with pro-
sodic phonemes (1.4.1.).

The plain stops, the nasals, and the spirants, /p, t, k,
m, n, 3, £, s, h/, are often strongly velarized before the
high vowels, /i, y, u/; the remaining consonants partly assim-
ilate to a following vowel.

/b/ Voicgd5 labial stop.

1. Lenis bilabial, explosive: /'bd/ 'crazy'.
2. Occasional variant, in stressed syllables-~-fortis implosive.

/p/ Plain labial stop. )

1. As initial-~fortis bilabial voiceless, exploded without
aspiration: /'p3/ ‘forest', /'pla/ 'fish'.
2. As initial, occasional variant--labiodental,

51.0. fully-voiced.
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3, As final, lenis bilabial voiceless, unreleased: /'dip/.'to
extinguish'. '
4. As final, occasional variant, especially befpre voiced
initial in immediately following syllable--lightly voiced:
/'ap 'médm/ 'to bathe'.

/ph/ Aspireted labial stop.
1. Lenis bilabial--exploded: /'‘pha/ 'to conduct’', /;phraa/
'silk cloth'. |

/»/ Labial nasal.
1. A8 initial-~fortis bilabial voiced, released: /'ma/ 'to
come!,
2. As final, lenis, unreleased: /'dgm/ 'black’.
3. As final, in syllable with loud diminuendo stress (/!/)--

"voiceless: /&j 'dam/ (calling a dog nemed /‘'dsm/).

- /£/ Labial spirant®.
1. Fortis lsbiodental voiceless: /'f4/ ‘'sky’'.
/w/ Labial sonant.
1. Voiced high back rounded semivowel: /'kwat/ 'to sweep',
/'wa/ ‘measure of length', /'daw/ 'to guess',

' 2. Occasional variant, initial only--lenis bilabial voiced‘
low=friction spirant, with simultaneous high baeck tongue position.
3. As second segment of initial after /kh/, and as final in
syllable with /!/--voiceless: /'khwd/ 'right (-hand)', /!gw/
'I'1ll take it!?,

/d/ Voiced dental stop.
1. Lenis post-dental, explosive: /'dd/ 'to vilify'.

2. Occasiona] variant--implosive.

6i.e. high-friction spirant.

-
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./t/ Plain dental stop.
1. As initial--fortis post-dental voiceless, exploded without
aspiration: /'ta/ 'eye'. '
2. As first segment of initial, before /r/—-élveolar: /[ttra/
'stamp’. .
3. As first segment of initial, before /j/--with blade articu-
lation at the alveolar ridge and high tongue position behind
the blade: /'tjan/ 'plate’.
4, As final--lenis post-dental voiceless, unreleased: /'d3t/
'to straighton‘.
S. As final, occasional variant--voiced: /'wit 'ndm/ *'to dip
out water'.

/th/ Aspirated dental stop.
1. Lenis post-dentel, exploded: /'tha/ 'to daub’.
2. As first segment of initial, before /j/--alveolar, blade
articulation,  high tongue position: /'thjd/ 'slow'.

/n/ Dental nasal.
1. As initial--fortis post-dental voiced, relessed: /'na/
‘*field'.
2. As final--lenis, unreleased: /'dgn/ 'to push'. -
3. As final, in syllasble withloud diminuendo stress--voiceless:
/'dan/ 'Push!'. '

/8/ Dental spirant.
l. Fortis post-dental voiceless groove-type: /pha 'sZ/ 'lan-
guage', /'rés sa 'daon/ 'the public'.
2. Occasional variant, as initial in unstressed syllable if
the preceding syllable ends in a voiced segment--voiced:

/'mi 81/ '0f course there are (some),'.
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/1/ Post-dental sonant. |
1. Voiced lateral: /'la/ 'donkey', /'pla/ 'fish’,
2. As second segment of initial, after aspirated stop--voiceless:
/'phlgt/ *to slip’.
3. As final--voiced nasalized: /'ph8l la 'mdj/ 'fruit'.

/r/ Alveolar sonant.
1. Voiced low-friction arch-type spirant: /jt 'ra/ 'fennel’',
/'tra/ ‘stamp’.
2. Occasional variant, as initial~-voiced lateral,
5. As second segment of initial, after aspirated stop-~-voiceless:
/'phrae/ 'silk cloth'. |
4. As final--voiced nasalized: /'mgr fa 'j&t/ ‘manners'.

/k/ Plain dorsal stop.
l. A8 initial--fortis mid-velar voiceless, exploded without
aspiration: /'ka/ 'teapot', /'kl&/ 'bold'.
2. As first éegment of initial, before /w/--labiélized:i
/'kwat/ 'to sweep'.
3. As final--lenis mid-velar voiceless, unreleased: /'d3k/
'to net (as fish)°'.
4. As final, occasional variant--voiced: /'tdk 'ndm/ *to fall
in the water'. '

/¥h/ Aspirated dorsal stop.
1. Lenis mid-velar, exploded: /'kh3/ 'leg', /'khldj/ 'similar’.
2. Occasional variant--affricated. ‘
3. As first segment of initial, before /w/--lebialized: /'khwa/
'right (-hand)’*.

/5/ Dorsal nasal.
1. As 1n1fial—-fortis mid-velar voiced, released: /'9;/ 'tusk'.
2. As final~-lenis, unreleased: /'dea/ 'loud'.

~
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3. AS final, in syllable with /!/--voicelesas: /!lqa/ 'Come down!'.
/h/ Dorsal spirant. ’
1l. Voiceless mid central semivowel, with friction somewhere at
the back of the oral cavity: /'h&/ 'five'.
/j/ Dorsal sonant. .
l. Voiced high front unrounded semivowel: /'ja/ '‘medicine’,
/tjen/ ‘'plate', /gn 'dej/ 'emything'.
2. Occasional variant, initial only--lenis palatal Qoieed
low-friction spirant, slit-type.
3. As second segment of initisl after /th/, and as final in
ayllable with /!/--voiceless: /'thjé/ 'slow', /!paj/ 'Let's go!'.

l.4. Prosodic phonemes

l1.4.1. There are pix contraéﬁns stress contours before
pause. These pair off into two sets of three contours each:
one set consists of diminuendo stresses (volume falling off
gradually or sharply), the other of sustsined stresses
(volume approximately the same at the end of the span of voice
within the syllable as at the beginning, with or without in-
crease of volume in the middle)., The diminuendo stresses are
far more common than the sustained stresses.. This situation
is analyzed by positing a phoneme /:/ 'sustained stress!
(written at the end of ths syllable) and two phonemes defined
in terms of loudness, /'/ and /!/ (written at the beginning of
the syllable). Diminuendo stress and least loud stress.are

interpreted as the absence of stress phonemes7.

Tpnie is e makeshift solution. The whole problem of
stress and syllable-length requires more thorough investiga-

tion than has been attempted here.
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Allophones of stréss phonemes involve differences in
syllable-length as well. This in turn affects the lenmgth of
nuclei and finals; it is to be assumed that such differences
are proportionate, and that the allophones of the consonants:
and vowels affected are thus automatically determinable.

Definitions and descriptions of the individual stress
phonemes follow. For convenience in describing allophones,

a scale of relative syllable-lengths is used-~1l to 5, in
increasing order.

/'/ Normal stress (medium volume at beginning of syllable).
1. Comparatively slight diminuendo, with length 2: fpgj/ in
/'pej myay 'nfiok/ '(He) went abroad.' -

2. In syllable before pause--greater diminusndo, gradual, with
length 4: /'pgj/ '(Yes, ho) went', /'néok/ in /'rgj myan 'niok/.
3. With /:/, not before pause~-even volume throughout, with
length 33 /'ggjl:v.'kao 'd8j/ '(You) can go (if you want)'.

4., With /:/, before pause~-slight increase in volume toward
middle followed by decrease, with length 4: /'pgj:/ '(Yes, he)
did go!' (mslightly contradictory, but not emotional).

/t/ Loud stress (high volume at'beginning of syllable).

1. Without /:/--sharp diminuendo, with length 3: /!pej/ 'Let's go!'
2. With /:/-~considerable increase in volume toward middle of
syllable, followed by gradual decrease, with length 5: /!paj:/

'(I) did so go!' (contradictory and emotional).

In unstressed syllables there are also determined differ-
ences in length:

1. Not before pasuse--length 1: /myag/ in /'paj myan 'niok/,
/ka/ in /'la ka 'mI/ 'The donkey and the bear,'
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2. Before pause--~length 2 to 3: [pgj/ in /'bh&j pej/ '(It) has
disappeared.’.
3. With /./ and no final, before pause~-length 1: /18/ in /m@j
‘paj: 18/ '(I guess I) won't go.'.
4, With /:/, before pause--length 3 to 4: /sY/ in /'‘psj sT:/
IGet going!i'. |

/:/ Sustained stress.
Undecreased volume at end of voiced span of syllable. Examples
as above.

l.4.2., The situation with regard to contrasts among tones
is complex (cf. 1.1.2.). If X is the totality of segmental
phonemes of any syllable, there are six contrasting'tones in

the envircnment !X: (among others):

‘paj: 'I daid, so, go!'®S

1jas 'Better not!' |

!rdon: *It is, 80, hot!?

1t%]: (exclamation)

ind: 'It's the front, I tell you!'’
Ind: 'It is, so, thick!'

In the environment A¢'X#; only four tones occur, /*/ and /~/
being missing. In most other onvironménts, there ére five
tones, either /‘/ or /~/ being missing. Hence no tone is
determined.

Definitions and descriptions of the six tone phonemes
follow.

/-/ Mid tone.
1. Pitch etaftipg at a relatively central point in the

8/_/ is mia tone, heretofore unmarked.
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pitch-range of the utterance and continuing level to end of
voiced part of syllable: /'paj m§a3 'nﬁok/-(first two syllable=),
/'na:/ '(Yes, it's) a field,'
2. Xjf--dropping slightly toward the end: /'h3j paj/ '(It) has
disappeared.', /m8j 'pgi/ '(I) didn't'go.'.
3. 'XfF--starting at a point in the pitch-range which cannot
be placed (for lack of context) and dropping slightly toward
the end: /'pgj/ '(I) went', /'1gm/ '(It's) wind' or '(It's) a
mudhole' (cf. /pen '1gm/ 'to faint' and /pen '1dm/ 'to be full
of mudhoclss). |
4. !X:;--rising sharply and then falling off gradually: /!psj:/
91 did so go!l‘'. |

/*/ Low tone.
1. Pitch starting on a relatively low point, continuing level
to end: /'jad 'psj/ 'Don't go,!'.
2. X$-~-dropping slightiy toward end: /'ndoj 'nd/ '(It's) a
custard-appla.,’
3. !X:--rising slightly toward end: /!ja:/ 'Better not!’

/‘/ Constricted high tone.
1. Pitch starting at a relatively high point and rising
slightly, with constriction of the vocal chords gradually
increasing in intensity (producing a 'creaky' voice quality):
/'rédon pgj/ '(It's) too hot', /'nd:/ '(My) aunt'.
2. 'X##h-dropping slightly at end, with a (determined) lenis
glbttal stop as final if no other stop final is present:
/'rdon/ 'It's hot', /'1ém/ '(It) toppled over'.
3. !X:~-rising sharply and then falling off gradually:‘/!réon:/
'It is, so, hot!’
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/~/ Plein high tone.
1. Pitch starting at a very high point, rising still higher,
with no comstriction: /'df: 'di/ '(It's) extremely good',
/tt8j:/ (exclamation).
2. X:4£ (except !X:)-~starting at a lower point (still relatively
high), rising slightly, then falling off gradually: /'paj nk:/
'Come on and go!', /'£3n 'tdk 'st:/ '(It was) raining cats
and dogs'. |

/*/ Falling tone.
1. Pitch starting at a relatively highpoint, rising slightly,
then -falling rather sharply to about mid point, with slight
constriction throughout: /'hij paj/ '(I) gave it (to him)',
/'n&:/ '(It's) the front'.
2. ‘X}H--falling less sharply to low point: /'pgj 'dadj/ '(You)
can go'. . |
3. QXé-falling not quite to mid point, and without the rise at
the beginning: /m&j 'paj/ '(I) didn't go'.
4. X:--starting somewhat higher than the general allophone
and falling more sharply to low point: /!d&j:/ '0Of course
it's possible!'’

/%/ Rising tone.
l. Pitch starting at a relatively low point, dropping slightly,
then rising sharply to high point: /'h&j psj/ '(It) has dis-
appeared', /'nX:/ '(It's) thick'.
2. Xft--rising less sharply to just above mid point: /'n¥/
'(It's) thick'.
S °x--starting from near mid point, and without the drop at
the beginning: /n¥ 'n¥/ '(It's) rather thick'.
4. !X:--starting somewhat lower than the general allophone and
rising more sharply to high point: /in&:/ 'It is, so, thick!'.
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1.5. Distribution |

1.5.1. The maximum structure of the Siamese syllable is
symbolized in the following formula, which also summarizea
the positions in which phonemic symbols are written:

T
5101027172058,
V3

For example, the second syllable of the utterance /'khdw
ttjfak:/ '(I tell you) it's pure white!' conteine one phoneme
from each of these categories.

The minimum syllable is symbolized as Vl; e.g. the second
syllable in /'them a 'raj/ 'What are you doing!®

The meenings of the symbols are as follows:
T -- any tone phoneme.
S, =-- the stress phoneme /'/ or /!/.
S, =-- the stress phoneme J3/ e |
Cl -~ any consonant phoneme.
C, -- one of the consonant phonemes /i, vy 1, w/.
C; =-- one of the consonant phonemes /p, my, w, t, n, k, 5 j

(r, 1, 8)/.
V, -- any vowel phoneme but /./.
V, =-- the vowel phoneme /a/.
V3 -- the vowel phoneme S/

Within this general distributional scheme there are the
Tfollowing limitations:
If C, is Ji/, C, is one of this set: /t, th, (ph)/.
1f C, is /r/, C; is /p, ph, %, k, kh, (b, £, a)/.
1f ¢, is /1/4 G is /p, ph, k, kh/.
If C, is /w/, G is /k, kh/ and vV, 1s /i, e, ae, a/.
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If V; 18 /1, e, ae/, 05 is not /j/.
If Vv, is /¥y, 8y, u, 0, 80/, C is not /w/.
(Thus /j/ and /w/ in final position contrast only after /a/.)
If v, is /i, u/ and C5 is /vy 3/ V; is not present.
If V, is /y/ and C5 1is /il V, is present.
If V, is /i/ and C5 is [9/, either V, or V; must occur.
If V.V, is /ya/, V3 is not present.
If V,V,Vy is /i, 2y, va/, C5 is /Ps t, k/ or not present.
1f G5 is /p, t, k/, or
If C; is not present and Vz is, T is not /%/ or /~/."

1.5.2. The minimum structure of the pause-group is a
single stressed syllable: /'ma/ '(Yes, he) came’. The maximum
structure, or even a formila which would cover it, is not yet
determinable. The desired unit, which would be larger than
the syllable and smaller than the pause-group, has not been
found below the morphophonemic level.

It seems probable, however, that the immediate constit-
uent analysis of any utierance could be accurately predicted
from the occurrence of /'/ and /:/ in some such context as

the phonemic phrase.
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2. Morphophonemics
t2.1. Systematic resemblances of morphemes

2.1.1. Certain acoustical phenomena not dealt with in the

previous chapter are to be introduced at this stage: rate of
‘utterance, pitch register, and syncopation.

Variations in the speed of utterance are on at least three
separate levels: idiolectal, stylistic, and grammatical-l The
phonemic analysis which has been presented is based on utter-
ances at speeds somewhat bel ow the average. The morphophonemic
statements which follow are based on comparisons with more
rapid utterances of all three categories.

Pitch register is the degree of deviation from the ex-
pected norms of a given speaker's tones, The term is used
to apply to both a single syllable and to relations among a
sequence of syllables. In general, the more rapid the utter-
ance, the less subjective observations about pitch register
become.,

Syncopation is a self-explanstory term, In a sequence
of syllasbles 'AB, if syllable 'A has more than its usual length,
and syllable B is shorter than usual, the latter is said to be
syncopated. This phenomenon is very common in rapid speech.

2.1.2. In raﬁid aspeech the following tone replacements
occur in syncopated syllables: rising, falling, and constricted
high tones become plain high; low and mid tones fall together
as low tone aftgr a falling or low tone, as mid tone elsewhere;
syllables with original plain high tone are not syncopated.

1oe, 2.2.3. Some attempt has been made to differentiste

the first two types also.
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Normal Rapid

'dd nfy 's¥ to look at books® 'du n§n 's¥
'pgj mff'daj *You can't go.' 'pe] mEj 'dAaj
'h§j ngm 'phiy 'honey-jar* 'h3j n¥m ‘phin
'tht r33 'rian - 'at the school! 'thf rdy 'rian
'ndw kwa 'nén ‘colder than that! ‘niw kwa 'ngn

In syncopated syllables without final, or with /j/ or /w/
as final, only six vowels appear. The distinction between full
and weak voice disappears (the result being written without
/</). The vowels /o/ and /ao/, /e/ and [ae/, /a/ and /ay/,
fall together (writtem /o/, /e/, /a/). The clusters /ia/,
/ya/, and /wa/ lose their first vowel. The vowels /i/, /y/,
and /u/ alone are unaffected.

Examples are given where a change is made in the tran-

scription:
Normal Rapid
K§o 'then'? k8
14e 'and! ' 1%
thdy 'shall wel® th3, tha
sYa by contfast' sk
1¥a 'kayn 'excessively! 1% 'kayn
dtaj *with' dsj

On the basis of these facts, transcriptions of syncopated
syllables are changed as follows from this point on. The
mark /Y represents the falling together of low and mid tones:
/thi 'hdn/ 'soldier'. Since syncopated syllables are written
only with /Y/ or /~/, the presence of any other tone mark will

2Many of these are particles, and the glosses are very

inexact.
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suffice to show that an unstressed syllable is not syncopated.
In addition, mid tone will mo longer be written: /‘'ma/

becomes /‘ma/.

The following syllables illustrate the loss of voice

distinction (there are no contrasts for /e/ and /o/):

Slow’ - Repid
tht 'nt 'here' thY 'nt
ki 'la ‘sports’ k¥ 'la
we 'la ‘time* wé ‘'la
ry 'sY 'holy man' ry ‘sl
¥ ‘da 'season’ Ty ‘du
pha 'sd 'language'’ pha ‘e
Phs 'ngn T wager' phi 'nan
phé 'jIn ‘women' phit 'jIn
thy *lew '‘to improve! thit *lgw
bo 'ran tancient' bd 'ran

In syncopated syllables which follow syllables ending in
a voiced sound, the voiceless stops all have some voicing;
in the extreme case /p/ and /ph/ are thus replaced by /b/,
/t/ and /th/ by‘/d/; /k/ and /kh/ are phonemically unaffected:

Normal Rapid
w{ 'thja thg ‘hin '‘military science’ =33 'hén
'ti tg 'pu *hammer a nail' -d& 'pu
'f4 phg 'ngy 'wall’ -bd 'n¥ny
'thgm pen 'ru '‘perforate’ -bén *'ru

In all types of unstressed syllables, initial clusters
with /r/ end /1/ usually lose their sonant; this never happens,

3With some speakers, these vowels fall together even at

the normal rate of utterance.
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however, with /j/ and /w/ clusters:

Normal C Bapid
‘nan khr¢n 'ni *this fair' -khin 'nf
'win kl}p 'bén 'ran back home' -k#p 'bén
‘kh§w tjs 'ped 'he'll go' -tj& 'paj

2.1.3. Qertain other resemblances among syllables in rapid
speech involve morphological criteria. For example, the mor-
pheme /kaon/ 'before, first, in anticipation, temporarily:
appears in four different shapeg--with fully viced and |
weakly-voiced vowel, stressed and unstressed:

. 1. /'ma *kdon/ ?'(Yes, he) came in firét (in the race),’

2. /'ma kdon/ 'Come here a moment. '

3. /'k3on 'ngn: lk/ 'Even before that.'

4. /khgw 'rian 'tjdp kjon 'ndoy)/ 'He finished his studies

ahead of his younger brother.' |

These putative allomorphs are not conditicmed by stress;
6. allomorph'3 also occurs before an unstressed syllable:
/'k3on tj& '18n & 'raj/ 'Before you piay anything,,.'. They
are conditioned, however, in terms of a circularly defined
clause. Allomorph 1 occurs only as the last stressed syllable
of a clause (unless a succeeding syllable has special stress,
/4/ or /:/). Allomorph 2 occurs only after an sllomorph of
type 1 in the same clause. Allomorph 3 occurs only before
type 1. Allomorph 4 occurs anywhere after type 3 and before
type 1.

A clause is the maximum fraction of an utterance for
which such statements hold true. Clauses are usually marked
otherwise, by a gradual slowing down of the speed of utterance,

and they are sometimes separated by pause. Examples (with
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allomorph-types indicated below):
/'t§oy sdat 'mon kdon # 'thin tji 'khgw ngon 'ddj/ 'You
3 4 1 2 3°° 4 3 4 1

have to say your prayers first, before you can go to bed.'
(Two.clanaea.)
/'t8on syat 'mon 'kjon 'thi tj& 'kh§w ngon 'dij/ 'You
3 4 3 3 3 4 3 4 1

have to say your prayers before you can go to bed.' (One clause).
The node of a clause is the morpheme which has allomorph 1,
or the stressed syllable of that morpheme if it is poiysyllabic.
In the above example /'ddj/ is the node. In the clause /'au
niiy 's¥/ ‘Look at the book', the node is /'s¥/, which is not
a morpheme.
2.1.4. Moat morphemes which have a fully-voiced vowel in
allomorph 1, like /'k3on/, have a similar patterning of the
~ other allomorphs: 1. /'mék/ ‘'much, many'; 2. /mik/; 3. /'m§k/;
4., /m8k/. A few which have comstricted high tone are 1rregular,
in that the vowel is weakly voiced even in allomorph 2: /'wdj/
'for future reference’.
l. /*gw 'wdj/ 'Keep it.' |
2. /'neyn thi khfw 'ddj wfj/ 'The money he had gotten,'
Morphemes without final have full voicing in allomorph 3 if
the following syllable is syncopated: /'du/ in /'du nfn 's¥/ above.
Morphemes which have a weakly-voiced vowel in allomorph 1
receive varying treatment. Moast, like /'mgn/ *prayers, chants’,
have only three forms: 1. and 3. are alike, 2. is the same
unstressed, and 4. is syncopated (2.1.2.). Morphemes ending
in /j/ or /w/ belong to this class for some speakers, but for
others belong to the full-voice class, especially if the tone
is /°/ or /*/. Some speakers meke no distinction between
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/1as&j/ 'It’s poeaible' and /'d&j/ 'it'e thread'; between /'khaw/
(It will) go in' and /'khdw/ 'It's rice’.

Free morphemes are cited in their allomorph 1 form: /‘kion/,
/'mon/. In texts, sufficient distinction is made among clause-
posifional allomorpps by indicating the stress., Where there
are differences smong individual speakers (/'d&8j/) or devia-

tions from pattern (/wdj/), forms are quoted as heard.

2.2. Intonation and Juncture

2.2.1. Clauses final in an utterance have two types of
intdnation; diminishing pitch fegieter and sustained pitch
register. The significant part of the pitch register begins
at the node (2.1.3. end) and extends to the end of the clause.
In the diminishing type the tones are cast progressivelyAlowef;
if the node-is the last syllable, it does not have sustained
stress (/:/). In the sustained type, the register remains

: levol; or may rise considerably; if the node is the last

syllable, it has sustained stress. (Since /:/ always falls
on the node, and is to this extent predictable, it will not
be written in such cases froq'here on.) Diminishing register
is written with a pefibd, /./, sustained register with a raised
dot, /°/. Examples: ‘

/'pej 'ddj m&j°‘/ 'Can you go:'
/'pai 'déj =Y./ 'Sure, I can go.'
/'pal 'ddj sr°/ 'Sure, I can go!'
/'paj 'a4idj./ 'Yes, I can!'

Clauses whose nodes have loud stress, /!/, are written
analogously: if the stress is suatained, with /°/; if not,
with /./.
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Phonemic @ . . Conventional
/'pej:/ *I did, so, go!' /tpei’/
/'prei/ 'Let's go!' /tpaj./

2.2.2. Clauses non-final in an utterance have junctures
with succeeding clauses. Such junctures are of three types:
open, close, and pafallel.

Open clause juncture ia characterized by a higher pitch
register at the beginning of the secoﬁd clause, and is written
with /./ if the first clause has diminishing pitch register,
and with /°/ if it has sustained pitch register. There is
nearly always a pause. The meaning of open clause juncture
is 'no immediate connection between clauses.'?

Close clause juncture is characterized by a lower pitch
register at the beginning of the second clause, and is written
with /;/ if the first clause has diminishing register, and
with /:/ if it has sustained register. The meaning of close
clause juncture is 'some connection between the clauses exists.'
In general, /A;B/ means 'B explains A,' and there is usually a
pause. /A:B/ means 'A determines B,' and there is ﬁsnally no
pause.

It is possible to find direct contrasts (in these examples
without pause):

/'m§j jin ‘'ngn; 'afaw '1yt./

'Don't do it that.way--it'llvcome loose.'

/'m8j jag 'ngn: 'dYaw '1Yt./

'Unless you do it that way, it'll come loose.?

4Examples involve too large a context to be quoted con-~

veniently; one short one is saved for contrast later.
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(The literal translation of both examples is 'mot like that,
 soon loose'.) .

It is also possible to find partial contrasts between
clauses joined by /./ and /;/ (in these examples with pause):

/'phdm m&j 'paj. 18w 'khyn 1& hi./

'I'm not going. How about youl'

/'ph¥m m&J 'paj; 't§oy ‘'them ‘nan./

'I'm not -going, I have to work.'

Parallel clause juncture is characterized by total pitch
registers which are approximately the same for both clauses;
it is always written with /,/. That is, /A,B./ means that both
clauses have diminishing pitch registers starting at about the
same point, and /A,B°/ means that both have similar sustained
pitech registers. The meaning of parallel clause juncture is
'The order of clauses is not significant.! The two clauses
usually have syllables in common, and there is almost always
a pause between them: .

/'8dm win 'di, 'sl win 'kh§j./ .

*(His) health is in and out.' (1lit. *'three days good,
four days feverish').

/'maog 'h@n mij, 'du 'h&n msj°/

'Can you see it! Do you see it

There are direct contrasts between type /A,B./ and /A,B°/:

/'paj kB 'd&j, 'ju k& 'aaj./

'You can go or stay (it doesn't matter much),'

/'pej k8 'ddj, ') k& 'aaj°/

'You can either go or stay (what are you arguing about:),*
(Lit, 'go then can, stay then can.')‘ |

2.2.3. Parenthetical clauses are inserted in the middle
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or at the end of other‘clauses, and are heard as distinct from
them through a change in the raté of utterance. The inserted
clause is spoken very fast, and the normal speed is resumed if
the original clause'éontinuee. Parenthetical clauses have
their own intonations, and are sst off by parentheses in the
tianscription: '

/'kh&o 'sy ('ddj m&j*) 'nd tie 'nf./

'I'd like to buy--can I.--this mouse.?’

/khEw 'phiit ('khdw bSk 'wad,) &j 'tj8w 'la.../

'He said to him, he said, "Hey, you donkey..."'

2.2.4. A phrase is any clause for which the transition to
or from an adjacent clause is not one of the above clause
junctures; i.e. where there is a single register contour for
both clauses. Phrases are separated by the mark /£/.

Phrases are more common in normal and slow speech than in
rapid speech. The single clause quoted in 2.1.3. meaning 'You
have to say your prayers before you can go to bed' was uttered .
et a slower rate of speed by the same speaker in three phrases:
/'taoa 'sdat 'mon £ 'kdon 'tht tja 'khgw naon £ *ddj./

A complex clause is any such sequence of phrases, or a
clause containing a parenthetical clause (2.2.3.).

What is a complex clause in normal speech sometimes
corresponds tq two clauses with close juncture in slow speech.
The node of the first clause usuélly has sustained stress:

Normal Slow
/'bao rI 'sdt # ja 'sip/ /ibao r¥ 'sdt; 'ja sdp/
'tobacco company'
Other examples (given only in slow style):
/'khdw 'pej 'dlaj kegn; '8503 'khon./
'The two of them went together.' (Lit, 'they go together,
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two people'.)

/tack k&m 'lan 'kaj; 'taon 'thjdws/

'(In) the morning exercise period,,,' (ILit. 'put out body
energy, morning psriod,..'.)

Complex clguses of two and three phrases occur frequently;
clauses of more than three phrases are progressively less
frequent. Examples:

2 phrases: /'ndm £ 'th8 tj& 'mdt./ 'The water (1) seems
to be all gone (2).°

3 phrases: /'phl £ 'kh§w mi 'thjuan # hZj 'paj 'thiaw;/
'My brother (1) invited me (2) to go on a trip (3).°
| 4 phrases: /'than rog 'rian nij 'rdoj £ 'th¥ ‘'wa pén
'sln s¥m 'khgn £ s@m 'rdp ‘nfk rian 'naj thi 'hin 4 'mik:/
'The Military Academy officials (1) consider it [sports] an
important thing (2) for the cadets (3) very much (i.e. very
important) (4),..."

2.2.5. A sentence is any complete utterance, or any frac-
tion of such an utterance, which is bounded wholly by long
pauses or opén clause junctures. Thus, in the foregoing
section, all the examples ending in /./ or /°/ comsist of a
single sentence, except the one illustrating open clause

juncture, which consists of two sentences (p. 28, top).
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3. Tacties

3.1. Survey of tactics
3¢4l.1. The morphemes of Siamese are-of three broad types:
froe,.semi-bound, and bound.

A free mogghem§ is any morpheme which occurs as the only
constituent of a sentence: /'pgj./ '(He) went.'l )
A semi-bound mdrggemo is any non-free morpheme which

occurs as the only constituent of a clause or phrase, pro-
vided it also occurs both as clause initial and clause final:
/'bgj/ ‘'‘clessifier for dishes, etc,' in /'tjan 'taek psj £
'bgj/ 'One dish got broken.', /'bsj 'nf:/ 'This one (dish)',
/'aiog ~'ba;’;./ 'Two of them (dishes)'.

A bound morpheme is any other morpheme: /ki/ 'with, and®

in /'la k& 'mI/ 'The donkey and the bear.'.

Most morphemes of.Siamese correspond to phonemic units of
one syllable: /'dayn/ 'to walk', /'di/ 'good', /'n&/ 'face,
front'. Polysyllabic free morphemes are quite common, however:
/kra 'sf{p/ 'to whisper', /s#& 'dlak/ 'convenient', /pri 'tu/
'door'. There are morphemes of as many as four syllables:
/'na 'mgt s& 'kan/ 'to pay homage'. Combinations of more than
four syllables are analyzable intoc two or more morphemes:

/m& 'hE 'wit j& 'lgj/ 'university' contains the bound morpheme
/m& 'h¥/ 'big', which occurs also in /m& 'hS si 'myt/ 'ocean’.
There are a few bound morphemes which correspond to phone-

mic units of less than a syllable: the /p/ in /'prap/ 'to sub-
due' has a causative meaning; the /k/ in /'krap/ 'to prostrate

lphe intonation /./ is not regarded as a morpheme; the

stress /'/ is part of the allomorph here selected.
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oneself' has g reflexive meaning: cf. /'rép/ 'flat, level!.
(Consequently some monosyllabic free morphemes have allomorphs
which are less than a syllable: /'r8p/ and /-rap/.) Other
subsyllabic morphemes enter freely into new combinations. Poly-
syllabic bound morphemes are rare: /kim 'lag/ (predicate attri-
bute with progressife meaning), and /thj# 'phéo/ 'especially for'.

3.1.2. Morphemes combine in four types of order: consecu-
tive, simultaneous, discontinuous, and repetitive. /'dayn/

'to walk' occurs in all of these orders:

1. With /'ddj/ *possible' in consecutive order: /'dayn
‘ddj./ '(He) can walk.' .

2. With /!/ ‘contradictory proposition' in simultaneous
order: /!dayn°/ 'Certainly he walks (there)!!

3. With /&mn/ 'formalization' in discontinuous order:

/aim 'neyn/ 'to proceed’.

4. With itself in repetitive order: /'khéw 'dayn, ‘'dayn;/
'He walked and walked...'.

Combinations of these orders are possible: /'faj *fayj/
*the electrical system' contains two morphemes, /'fgj/ 'fire,
electricity' and /-ay~/ 'that sort of thing' (an infix);

/'£83/ is in repetitive order with its allomorph /'f-j/;—which
in turn is in discontinuous order with /-ay-/.

3.1.3. A lexeme is any morpheme of at least one syllable,
or any combination of morphemes of which the result is an
integral numberﬂg; syllables, which is a minimum immediate
constituent of anhy comstruction in which it occurs. 2

Free morphemes are not always lexemes: /'dayn/ in /'dayn
'd8j./ '(He) can walk' is a lexeme, but it is only part of a

21.0. which is cut last, if cut at all.
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lexeme in /'dayn 'thZew/ 'to march' (cf. /'thfew/ 'row, sector').
Some bound morphemes are lexemes: /kii/ 'with, and'; some are not:
/=-&mn-/ in /d%m 'nayn/ 'to proceed'. .

From this point on, continuous polysyllabic lexemes sare
joined together by hyphens between the syllables, whether or
not this reflects the correct analysis: /dém-'nayn/.

3.1.4. Morphology is here defined as the system of intoQ;;l
construction of analygzablelesxemes. A survey of the principal
morphological types follows.

A derivative is a lexeme composed of an allomorph of a
free morpheme or lexeme in construction with a bound morpheme:
/'£8j-ttayj/ end /'prip/.

A compound is a lexeme whose constituent morphemes them-
selves occur as lexemes: /'dayn-'th¥ew/, ‘to march'; /'hdn-'tjsj/
'to sympathize', from /'h¥n/ 'to see' and /'tjg)/ ‘heart';
/'roq-'rian/ ‘school', from /'rog/ 'building' and /'rian/ 'to
study'. Modifications of compounds are always made on the
second member: /'h§n-'tjgj, 'hdn-'tjayj & rgj°®/ 'Sympathize!

What do you mean, sympathize!'; /'thi'rog-!rian'/ ‘At the
school, I tell you!'

A reduplication is a lexeme whose constituents occur in
discontinuous order: /'wdt-‘'wa/ 'temples'; /'paj 'wit, 'paj '
twa./> 'They 3{0 around to the various temples.' (cf. /'pgj ‘'w§t/ )
'to go to a temple'). Most reduplications have some phonemic
resemblance between their constituents, ranging from near
identity in /'tjiqp'tjgg/ 'sincere' to a shared /a/ in
/'thjlaj-'1¥a/ 'to help' or a shared tone in /'banp'thj&og/

thouses’',

3/'pg;j/ here is in discontinuous and repetitive order with
itself.
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'3.1.5. Syntax is here defined as the system of combinations
of lexemes with each other.

The broad classification of morphemes (3.1.1.) applies
analagously to lexemes; i.e. lexemes are free, semi-bound and
bound. Most analyzable lexemes are free, but a few are
semi-bound: /'thjﬂaé'mog/ ‘hour (duration)' (cf. /'mog/ 'o'clock!').

Two empirical types of syﬁtactic construction are defined
as a step in establishing form~classes: predications and numer-
ations.

A predication is a sentence consisting entirely of free
lexemes: /'pgj 'ddj./ '(You) can go.'

A numergtiqn is a sentence containing a semi-bound lexeme
as one of its immediate constituents: /'3303 'moq./ tIt's two

otcleck.' (Both lexemes are semi-bound.)

3.2. Major form-classes

3.2.1. A substantive is a free lexeme which occurs in
predications consisting of two free lexemes only (hereafter
called twb-part prediéations) such that one of the lexemes
can substitute for the whole.

Such a predication is subjective if the first lexeme can
be substituted; it is objective if the second can be substituted.
The test of substitution is made in a question-and-answer context,
the question consisting of a predication plus the interrogative
particle /mEj/.4

4In many of the examples quoted below, a more usual answer
is the repetition of both lexemes of the predication. The citing
of a single lexeme as an answer means merely that such a thing

occurs; it does not nscessarily represent a prevailing pattern.
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Subjective: Q. /'mi 'khéw m8j°/ ‘'Have you any ricgf'
A, /‘mi./ 'Yes; we have.'®
Objective: Q. /'khéw 'mi m&Zj*/ 'Is there any rice’®
A. /'mi./ 'Yes, there is.'
All of the above stressed 8yllables are substantives.

A subjective is a substantive which can replace a subjec-
tive two-part predication.

Q. /'kxhayj 'h¥n nkj°/ ‘'Have you ever seen it.'

A. /'khayj./ 'Yes, I have.'

/'khayj/ 'to experience', and /'mi/ 'to have' in the previous
examples, are subjectives. '

An objective is a substantive which can replace an ob-
jective two-part predication.

Q. /'khéw 'di m&j°/ ‘'Is the rice good:'

A. /rai./ 'Yes, it is.'

/'di/ 'good' and /'mi/ are objeetives.

A modal is a substantive which is only a subjective. The
class meaning of modals is something like 'historical or
mental factors involved.' The class of modals is not large;
the important members are listed here:

/'khayj/ 'to experience, to have ever ____ , to have been

accustomed to.'

/'tgoy/ 'to be obligated to, to . .  invariably.'

/'at/and /'sd 'mét/ ‘'to be capable of.'

/'jaom/ 'to permit oneself to.°

/tiak/ ‘to want to.'

/'khuan/ ‘'ought to, to be obligated to.'

An adjective is a substantive which is only an objective:
/'di/ 'good'. The class meaning of adjectives is something

like 'descriptive abstraction.'
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A verb is a substantive which is both a subjective and an
objective: /'mi/ 'to have'.

A noun is any other substantive: /'khaéw/ ‘'rice’.

The classes of nouns, verbs, and adjectives are all large.
Together with modals, they exhaust the class of substantives
('a subjective® anﬁl'an objective' were nonce terms).

Given the form-class of constituent substantives, it is
nearly always possible to predict whether a two—parf predication
is objective or subjective, provided any substitution can be
made.

A two-part predication with a modal as first constituent

is always subjective. A verb or adjective fills the second

position.
MV: Q. /'khayj 'psj mEj°/ ‘Ever been there:®
A. /'khayj./ 'Yes, I have.'
MA: Q./'t8oy 'di m&j°/ ‘Must it be a good one:!
A. /'tgon./ 'Yes, it must,.?

A two-part predication with an adjective as second con-
stituent is objective if the first constituent is anything but
a modal. An adjective, verb or noun fills the first position.

AA: Q. /'di 'mfk m&j°/ *Just how good is it!!'
A. /'mék./ '"VYery good.!

VA: Q. /'mi 'mék m&Zj°*/ 'Are there a lot of them!!
A. /'mék./ 'Yes, a lot.'

NA: Q. /'b&n 'j3j mij°*/ 'Is it a big house’!
A. /1383./ 'Yes, it is.'

A few such predications are ambiguous, however, and have ho-

monymous exocentric counterparts:
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Q. /'thgm 'di mEj°/ 'Does he make good ones:'
or 'Is he doing any good !

A. /'di./ \ 'Yes, he does,'

A. /'them 'ai./ *Yes, he is.'

(/'tham/ is a verb.)

Two-part predications consisting entirely of nouns and
verbs are subjective if a verb occurs in the first position,
otherwise objective (with one exception; see below).

VN: Q. /'h¥n ‘phfan mEj°/ 'Do you see your friemd:'

A. /'h&n./ 'Yes, I do.°*

KV: Q. /'pht 'hn m&j°/ 'Do you (husband) see it:'
A. /'h§n./ | 'Yes, I do.'®

VV: Q. /'mi 'kh&j mEj°/ 'Are there any for sale:
A. /'mi./ Co 'Yes, there are.'

Cases of twou verbs forming an objective predication
involve a2 covert lexical relationship:

Q. /'maony 'h¥n mij‘/ ' 'Can you see it’!

A. /'h§n./ 'Yes, I can.'

/'maoB/ 'to look' has as its completive verb /'h¥n/ 'to see'.

The following types of predication appear to be entirely
exocentric (X is aeny kind of subatﬁntive): XM, AN, AV, NN.

For example, /'tam 'khayj./ 'As usual.' (VM); /'thj$ 'wog./
'His naeme is Wong.' (NN). Two-part predications of the type
MN are not known to occur at all.

3.2.2. A numerative is any lexeme which occurs in numera-
tions consisfing of two lexemes only (hereafter called two-part
numerations) such that one of the lexemes can be substituted for.

Such a numeration is cardingl if the first lexeme can be
substituted for; it is ordinal if the second can be substituted
for. The test of substitution is again mede in a question-and-
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answer context; here no interrogative particle is necessary and

the test applies to both question and answer.

Cardinal: Q. /'kl 'thjgn./ 'How many classes)'®
A. /'sdog 'thjén./ 'Pwo classes.'
Ordinal: Q. /'thjén 'n§j./ 'Which class:'

A, /'thjén 'aéog./5 ‘Second class.’®

All of the above lexemes are numeratives., Moat numerstives
are semi-bound lexemes.

A cardinal is a numerative which can be substituted for if
a cardinal numeration:

Q. /'k} 'thjdn./ 'How many classes:'

A. /'18j 'thjién./ 'Quite a few.'

/'k}/ and /'18j/ 'several' here, and /'8505/ in the previous
example, are cardinals. The class meaning ;f cardihals is
'plurality.'’' . )

An ordinal is a mumerative which can be subsfituted for in
an ordinal numeration:

Q. /'thjén 'ngj./ 'Which class:'

A. /'thjén *nf./ 'This class.'

/'nij/ and /'ni/ here, and /'slog/ above, are ordinals. The
class meaning of ordinals is 'singled-out member or sub-category
of a class.'

A partitive is a numerative which is only e cardinal:
/'kY/ 'how many', /'1%j/ ‘'several'. There afe only three other
common partitives: /'baq/ ‘some!, /'thjk/ 'all, every', and |
/'m8j-'kY/ 'e few'. All partitives are semi-bound lexemes;

>These are not compournds; cf. /'slp kwid 'thjén/ 'More than
ten classes' and/'thjdn thft '8393/ 'The second class'.

©
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they have suppletive phrase-final forms: /'bﬁg/ 'some',
| /'ki-mé—'néoj/ 'how many', /'thég-’mbt/ 'all’.,
A demonstrative is a numerative which is only an ordinal:
/'nf/ 'this'. The class of demonstratives is not large, if
lexemes which also serve és substantives are excluded. The

following is probably a complete list:

'n{ tthis (these), closer to me!

'‘ndn ‘that (those), closer to you'

‘nén  '‘yon, distant from us’ )

‘ngj 'which, some one of limited possibilities®
'dagj ‘whatever, any one of limitless possibilities!®

'nygs ~ 'a, a certain, one that is not yet or not ever
to be specified!?

'diaw ‘one, a singie one, the same one'

'réek ‘first (historically)'6

'daym 'former!

'In ‘other, additional one(s) not to be specified®

A numergl is a numerative which is both a cardinal and an
ordinal. A complete list of numerals follows: |

'sioq t*two! 'sip . 'ten'

'sdm 'three! 'réoj 'hundred’

‘sl *four! 'phgn *thousand’

"hé tfive' '‘myn tten thousand'
'hdk 'six? 'sden 'hundired thousand'
'tjdt 'seven' '1én 'million’

'plet 'eight!

'kEw 'nine!

6/'n?q/ 'first (in rank)' is analyzed as a numeral (below).
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Fumerals are further subdivided as follows. A metric
num?rg; (symbol M) is one which occurs in cardinal numerations
after partitives; e.g. /'18j 'rdoj/ 'several hundred'. A unit
numeral (symbol U) is any other numeral. The left-hand column
above contains only unit numersls, th§ right-hand column only
metric numerals.

The number 'one' is suppletive. A superfix, /'/, occurring
simultaneously with a classifier or other numeral, with or with-
out enclitic /n¥n/, corresponds to the cardinal form: /'tjan
'tdek pgj ¥ 'baj./ 'One dish got broken.' (/'bsj/, classifier
for dishes); /'phgn niq./ 'One thousand.' In formal speech a
cardinal /'n?g/ is also used: /'n?g 'rdoj/ 'one hundred', /'niy
*khon/ 'one person'. /'n?q/ is also used in counting: /'njm #
‘sfon £ 'edm £ 'sl / 'h8./ 'One, two, three, four, five.' The
ordinal form is split three ways, depending on the meaning:
/'thjdn 'n?g/ 'First class (as on a train)'; /'thjén 'riek/

‘The f£irst such class (in history)'; /'thjén 'diaw/ 'The same
class, a single class.' The form after'another numeral is
/'&t/: /'slp '@t/ televen', /'rdoj '§t/ 'a hundred and one’.

/'siog/ 'two' has a suppletive form /'jt/ before the
numeral /'sip/ 'ten': /'jt 'elp/ 'twenty'. All other numersls
are regular. '

/'sdn/ 'gero! is grammatically not a numeral.

A classifier is any other numerative; /'thjgn/ 'class’'.

Most classifiers are also substantives (usually nouns--a
few are verbs). The meaning of a given substantive as a classi-
fier is not always predictable from its meaning elsewhere, but
there is always some connection: /'khqon/ means 'people' as a

noun in /'k3t 'khgn/ '(it) bites people', and ess a classifier

L" ’ - . - . .
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in /'sioq 'khon/ *two people'; /'thfaw/ means 'to have an
outing'7 as a verb in /'pgj 'thtaw/ 'to go for a stroll', and
'trips, circuits' in /'a!ogm *thfaw/ 'two trips, two races’',
Those classifiers which are not also substantives are
mainly measures of tims, space, value, or instances of a repeated

situation. One example from each category is given.

Times /'siog 'mon./ 'Tt's two o'clock.’
Space: /'kY xY¥-15-'mét./ 'How many kilomsters'®
Value: /1185 'bat./ *Many ticals' worth.'
instance: /'thi 'mf:/ '*In this instance,...'

The term metric classifier will be used for this class
when it is necessary to make a distinction.

‘The remaining classifiers (ﬁeither substantive nor metric)
are onomatopoetic: /'sioq ‘kdek/ 'two clattering sounds (as of
something metallic falling).'

Partitives, demonstratives, numerals, and classifiers
together exhgust the class of numeratives. As with substantives,
it is possible to state substitution behavior in constructions
of two lexemes, within limits.

A two-part numeration consisting of either a unit numeral
or a partitive plus any other numerative is cardinel. A classi-
fier or metric numeral fills the second position. All possible

combinations are illustrated:

uc /'h8 'khon/ 'five people?

oM /'s} 'rdoj/ 'four hundred!®

PC /‘bag 'khon/ 'some of the people!
PM /'k} 'rdoj/ 'how many hundred!

7Like Russian guljatj, but can take a direct object:
/'thiaw 'myaﬁ/ *to do the town'.
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. A two-part numeration donsisting of a classifier plus any
other numerative is ordinal. A demonstrative or unit numeral
usually fills the second position; metric numerals are rare.
The common combinations are illustrated:

CD /'khon 'ndj/ 'which person'

CU /'thtaw 'hdk/ '*the sixth race'

Other types of two-part nmumeration are exocentric. The
most common one is MU: /'sip 'plet/ ‘eighteen'. The general
meaning of this construction is tha£ the numbers are to be
added instead of multiplied, but there are ambiguous cases:
/'phgn 'h8/ can mean ‘one thousand and five' or 'one thousand
five hundred'. ‘ |

The following combinatiocns are not known to occur (X is
any one kind of numerative): XX, XP, DX, PD, MD, UD, PU.

3.2.3. An isolative is a'frée lexeme other than a sub-
stantive. Isolatives are classified according to the intona-
tions of their clauses.

A response is an isolative which occurs in clauses of
both intonations -/./ and /°/. Most responses have semantic or
morphological affiliations with other lexemes. The common
responses:

1. /?khrép‘/ 'Yes, I hear you.' (man speaking respectfully)

/'khrgp./ 'Yes, that's right.' (the same)
2. /'kh§./ 'Yes, that's right.' (woman speaking respectfully)
/1kh8°/ 'Why, yes!. (the same)
3. /'plaw./ 'No (the question is inapplicable).'
(cf. /'plBw/ 'empty', an adjective)
Q. /'pgj 'n§j h&°/ 'Where are you going:'
Al. /'pgj 'b&n./ 'I'm going home.'
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A2. /'pldw./ ‘'Nowhere.'
/ipldw: m&j A8j 'baot rHok’/ 'Nah, he's not blind!'
/'thjdn 'plaw°/ 'Not me.’
4. /'jaﬁ/ '*(No,) not yet.' (ef. /jaﬂ/ 'sfill, even')
Q. /'paj 'ldew ry ja&‘/ 'Has he gone yet:®
Al. /'pgj 'ldew./ 'Yes, he has.'
A2, /'jaﬁ./ 'No, he hasn't.'
An interjection is an isolative which occurs only in
clauses with high intonations. Interjections do not enter
into construction with unifa smaller than clauses. Most inter-
.jections have loud stress on one or more syllables. Examples
of some common onés follow:
/i8w*/ ‘'Well! (chiding)®
/t80°/ 'Oh, now I understand.
/18-tn8°/ or /i9-thy°/ or /!8y-!h8y’/ 'Isn't that something!’
/té°/ or [1é°/ 'What! (surprised)’
/tm3e°/ or /'m3e®/ ‘'Say! (showing real or mock admiretion)®
/%$3°/ - 'Ouch!®

3+3. Constructions

3.3.1. A8 we have seen in connection with two-part predi-
cations and numerations, it is possible to predict the substi-
tution behavior of two lexemes in such constructions given only
their form~class membership. This predictability holds good
for larger constructions also, provided its comnstituents are
endocentric.

It is impossible, however, to make any distinction between - IZ

(S

a 'predication'8 and an 'endocentric construction,' when there

¢
8From this point on, the term 'predication' is used in a

broader sense than that defined in 3.l1.5.

K ’ . . . - . .
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are only two free lexemes involved; /'bén 'j3j./ translates
either 'The house ia big.' or '(It's) a big house.' This
distinction is only apparent when the construction as a whole
is an immediate conatituent of a larger construction, or is
broken up by the intrusion of another lexeme, bound or free:
/'ban £ min 'j3j./ 'The house, it's big.'; /'pen 'ban 'j3j./
'It's a big house,®

An endocentric construction is an immediate constituent

of which the first lexeme is the head; headship is established
if the relationship with the other immediate constitunent is the

same as it would presumsbly be if the first lexeme were by
itself., Thus, in the first example above (wheré the phrase
juncture‘habpens to correspond to an immediate constituent
cut), /min 'j3j/ is exocentric, since there is no predication
type /'§§n m#&n/. In the second example, /'b&n 'j3j/ is endo-
centric, since its relationship to /'pen/ 'is' is the same as
obtains in /'pgn 'b8n./ 'It's a house.' |

The term expression, preceded by the designation of a
substantive lexeme class, is used to mean an endocentric
construction headed by a lexeme of that class: verb expression,
noun expression, etc. The term pnumerative expression is used
-to mean a constituent which corresponds to a numergtion: /xhdn
diaw/ 'one person' in /'paj khdn 'diaw./ 'He's going alone.'
Numerative expressions are of course not endocentric, since the
firet lexeme cannot occur alone.

33.2. Yerb expressions usually consist of a verb and a
noun: /'pgj 'ban/ 'to go home'. Less frequent types are verb
plﬁs'verbz /'pej ‘'thiaw/ 'to go for a walk'; and verb plus
numerative expression: /'pgj khdn 'diaw £ 'madj =& 'mdk./
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'Going alone is no fun.' (The first three syllables are the
verb'expression.) More often than not there is phrase juncture

between a verb expression and the other constituent:

/'pht # 'pgj 'béan./ 'Brother went home."
/'paj 'bén £ 'ddj./ 'You can go home. '
/'taog 'pgj 'ban./ 'T have to go home.’

Adjective expressions consist of an adjective followed by
any other substantive,~usually a noun: /'k&on.'néog/ 'before my
younger brother!; /'kie 'fgj psj./ 'It got burned.', from
/'kde/ 'dark' and /'faj/ 'fire' (neither is a predication).
Adjective expressions are rare. o

The second constituent of a verb or adjective expression
is an object: /'ban/, /'néog/ and /'fgj/ above.

There are no modal expressions.

5.3.5. Noun expressions often consist of a noun plus
another noun or an adjective: /'bén ' ph&m/ 'my house' (NN);

/'bén 'jaj/ 'big house' (NA). Combinations of noun plus verb
are nearly always compounds: /'t8a-'pgj/ 'one-way (1it. 'going')
ticket'. The second constituent of a noun expression is its
modifier: /'phdm/ and /'j3j/ above.

The most common type of noun expression consists of a
noun plus a numerative expression: /'thjaj 'siog 'khon/ 'two
men', /'thjaj khon ngn/ 'that man'. Nouns ané noun expressions
also occur in direct construction with demonstratives: /'bén 'nf/
'this house', /'thiaj 'siog 'khon ngn/ 'those two men'. A noun
followed immediately by a syncopated /nf/ or /n&n/ is a form of

hypostasis: /'béin nI/ 'The house in this instance; this word
""house®.'

There is a covert lexical relationship between a given

;.- ’ . - - . -
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noun and the classifier of the numerative expression with which
it is in construction.’ Thus, it is possible to say that /'153/
'is the classifier for' /'bén/ 'house': /'bén ‘ha 'l&g/ ‘five
houses'. A single classifier may apply to a wide range of nouns:
/'bgaj/ serves for dishes, hats, fruit, and envelopes, along with
other things. The classifier /'gn/ 'piece' is used with almost
any noun of which the denotatum occurs in units, including
abstractions: /pén-'hd¥ &n 'nf/ 'this problem'. A given noun
may have several classifiers, all meaning 'item': /'sdm/
‘orange' takes /'bgj/, /'phdn/, or /'l1fik/, depending on the
speaker. '

A complex type of noun expression occurs in which a
modifier or modifiers are separated from the head noun by a
classifier. The meaning of this comstruction is that modifiers
so separated are distinctive or contrastive: /'mlak 'j3j b&j

‘ 'ei-'daeg/ ‘the big red hat; of the big hats, the red ome';
/ 'miak sI-'daey) baj 'j3Jj/ 'the big red hat; of the red hats,
the big one'.

3.3.4. So far as objective and subjective predications
are concerned; no new constructions result from the combina-
tions of noun, verb and adjective expressions. One construc-
tion which was not used in the definitions of major form-classes
(3.2.) remains to be dealt with, however.

A noun predication is an exocentric construction of which ~

the immediate constituents are nouns or noun expressions.

9This relationship is best treated as a lexical matter,
by listing noun and classifier together, as is done by the authors
of Spoken Thai. Most grammars gnd dictionaries, however, seek
unsuccessfu;ly to define the meanings of classifiers in such a

way that the relationship will be self-apparent.
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In the most common type of noun predication, the equation,
a sihgle noun serves as the head of two noun expressions in
succession. The meaning of the comstruction is 'A = B.!'
/'r%ay 'ni £ 'r§an 'hin wi-'sdt./ 'This story is the story
of the magic stone.' 1In a sub~type of equation, the same
morpheme occurs in both constituents: /'wgn 'nf £ 'wgn-'s3w./
'Today is Saturday.' Equations are negated with /m&j-'thjdj /
(3.5.2.) |

A description is any other type of noun predication. In
descriptions, two or even three nouns or noun expressions
follow each other in an order which is not the normal order
of modifiers. There is usually phrase juncture between the
constituents: /'phim £ 'thj§ £ 'wog./ '‘My name is Wong.' (1it.
'TI appelation Wong.'). An analysis of such descriptioms into
three equal constituents is indicated both by the juncture and
by the negation, which has normal modifying order: /'thj$
'phim # mBj-'thj§j 'won’/ 'My name isn't Wong.' Descriptions
always involve personal attributes not regarded as properti,
such as names, ages, and parts of the body.

Other exocentric comstructions which occur as sente§ces
are grouped together under the term minor predications: /5ph§m

'plaw./ 'Not me.'; /'jd 'paj./ 'Don't go there.!

3.3.5. For purposes of classifying bound lexemes, it is
assumed that the predications and expressions described so far
: (VG
exhaust the major syntactic constggtions of the language; i.e.

that any bound form category can be described in terms of one
or more of these constructions,

It is further assumed that if a lexeme which reseﬁblea one -

of the free lexemes in form and meaning occurs unstressed in a

P
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strﬁctural set with bound morphemes, that lexeme is also bound;
the free lexeme is its homonym. -For example, /'th%t/, a noun
meaning ‘'place', has three bound homonyms with relatable mean-
ings: a preposition meaning ‘'at, to', a relative conjunction,
and a numerative expression attribute. If, however, a free
lexeme occurs unstréssed in structural sets only with other
free lexemes, a sub-class of some major form-class is involved.
(Section 3.4. 'Minor form-classes' describes such cases.)
Among bound lexemes, a dichotomy based on overall occur-
rence ié made. Pre-bound lexemes (3;5.) occur in clause
initial position; post-bound lexemes (3.6.) occur in clause
final position. The two categories are'not mutually exhaustive: X

a few bound lexemes apparently do not occur in either position.

3+4. Minor form-classes

3.4.1. A pronoun is a noun which occurs unstressed as the
object . of a verb or verb expression. The meaning of the con-
struction is something like 'indirect object.' Most nouns
which occur in this position are stressed.

/'tjdo 'ru 'hlp wdj./ 'They bad bored a hole in the box.'
/'ru/ 'hole' and /'hlp/ 'box' are nouns.

/'phdm 'h8j khyn £ *hd 'bat./

/'phdm 'h§j s&-'tan khyn £ 'ha 'bat./

'T gave you five ticals.' (both sentences).

/tkhyn *'h§j s&-‘'tag phim £ 'h& 'bdt./ 'You gave me five ticals.'
/phdm/ *'I' and /khyn/ 'you' are pronouns.

Pronouns are frequently unstressed in other positions alsd;
they are even syncopated:

/'phi £ kh&w 'baock 'wad:/ 'And my brother, he said...'.

5,
.

.LReproduced With permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



-49-

Some of the pronouns occur in pairs, with clear first and
second person singular meanings,.and are restricted to certain

social situations.

1. 2.
Vulgar ku myy
Less vulgar khs ey
Informal thjgn thay
Polite phdm (m.) khyn

d¥-thjdn (£f.)

_Other pronouns are used in all but the most formal situa-
tions, with both singular and plural meanings which fluctuate
according to groupings of persons involved.

/thén/ sﬁperior second or third person

/tigw/ inferior second person

/mgn/ inferior third person, impersonal 'it':

/'men mEj 'nfe./ 'It's not certain.’

/knéw/ familiar third person, impersonal 'they':

/'khéw 'wd ja 'ndn./ 'So they say.’
/kae/ respected third person, equal second
/rew/ inclusive 'we', superior first person, inferior
second, impersonal ‘'you':
/traw t8y 'thdj 'rdt thr 'ndn./ 'You have to
change trains there.!

In formal situations, special nouns are used to designate
persons.

There are few pronoun expressions: /'phdm nf/ 'now, I (1it.
'this I')', /'rew than 's&og/ 'the two of us'. A numerative
expression is always the modifier, as in the foregoing examples.
The effect is that any pronoun followed by a verb, adjective, or

modal signals a predication (as opposed to an endocentric
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construction): /'bén m#n 'jdj./ 'The house, it's big.'

3.4.2. An interrogative noun ié a noun which occurs un-

stressed as the sgcond constituent of a two-part subjective
predicatioﬁ expecting en answer: /jé-qaj/ in /'wa Jé-geji/
'Wﬁat did he sayf"

A demonstrative noun is a noun which occurs unstressed in
the demonstrative position of numerative expressions: /nt/ in
/'aiog 'khgn nt/ 'these two people here'.

Lexemes of the above two classes have complicated
morphology (3.7.2.). -

. 3.4.5. Pseudo-adjectives are a sub-clasa of verbs which
occur in objective-type predicatiohs with other verbs. The
class meaning is 'intended action completed or possible to
complete.’ |

Three pseudo-adjectives occur with meny different verbs
in the first position: /'d&dj/ 'to succeed', /'wdj/ 'to be
physically able', and /'pen/ 'to have learned to'. They are
illustrated and contrasted in connection with /'sdp/ 'to smoke':

/'stp m8j 'd8j./ *(One) can't smoke (it).'

/'sdp m&j 'wij./ '(I) can't smoke (it makes me sick).'

/'stp m&j ‘pen./ '(I) don't smoke,'

The pseudo-sdjectives /'phdn/ 'to get away, be clear of!
and /'thgn/ 'to get there in time' form a contrasting pair:

/'maew £ 'nY 'm3 m8j 'phdn./ 'The cat couldn't get away

from the dog in time.' (/'nl/ 'to flee').

/'m& £ '13j 'maew m#j 'thgn./ 'The dog couldn't catch the

cat.' (/'18j/ 'to chase').

Other pseudo-adjectives have covert lexical relationships

with certain verbs, in that they almost always replace the
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more general terms: /'maos mdj 'h&n./ 'I can't see it.' (1it.
'look not see).10 Other such pairs are /'fag/ 'to listen
and /daj-'jin/ 'to hear'; /'naon/ ‘'to lie down' and /'13p/
‘to sleep'; /'jig/ ‘to shoot' and /'thik/ 'to hit'.

The position of the logical object of such constructions
is after the first verb if the proposition isgeneral, after
the second verb if the proposition is specific:

/'maog &-rsj m8j 'hdn./ 'I can't see anything (no matter

what I look at, I can't see it).'

/'maog m8j 'hdn a-rgj./ 'I can't see anything (whatever

it is, I don't see it).?
The position of the object is always after the first verb if
a general pseudo-adjective (e.g. /'daj/) follows.

The verbs which belong to the class of pseudo-adjectives
also have one peculiar characteristic as verbs: they form
subjective predications with very long noun expressions:

/k8 'hdn £ 'khqn kﬁmylag 'tjdp h&j 'la 'jyn 'siog 'khE ./

'And he saw some people making a donkey stand on two
legs.' (The object is /'khon ... jd./.)

3.4.4. Pseudo-modals are a sub-class of substantives,
mainly verbs, which occur unstressed in the typical modal
position, but do not substitute for their predications. The
claés meaning is ‘manner of action.' Like real modals, ﬁpey
occur much more frequently before verb predications than before
adjective predications.

The common pseudo-modals:

1. /pgaj/ 'to do something that affects an outside party, or

10/'h§n mEj 'daj./ means something more like 'It's in-

visible' or 'I can't see anything.'

L""” N ) ] ’ i . - . . . -
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has no lasting effect.' /'ji paj 'khlan bdn kré-'dan—'dgm./
'Don't write on the blackboard.'. ' )

2. /ma/ 'to do something that affects the speaker's
interests, or has a lasting effect.' /'ji ma ‘'kh¥an nij nﬁg-'si./
'Don't write in my book.'

3. /th?g/ and /tjyg/ 'to act on a reasoned basis.!

/ ‘khdw thgg 'k13p 'b&n./ 'So (therefore) he went back home.'

4. /layj/ 'to do something that is part of a sequence
of events.' /'khdgw layj 'kldp 'b&n./ 'So he went on back home.'’

5. /d&j/ 'to do something self-benefitting.' /tja 'aaj
'3p 'ném £ thY 'nén./ 'We'll be able to (get to) bathe there.'

6. /khyn/ 'to do, or fail to do, something against one's
conscience., or deliberately against someone else's interests.'

 /th& 'khFn £ 'pldocj hEj 'thjaj kh¥n 'nén £ '18n tdc pgj ldew:/
'If he just stood by and let the man keep on playing [with the
mouse, the mouse would certainly dié].'

7. /mua/ 'to act blindly or stubbornly.'

8. /k18p/ 'to do something which is the opposite of the
expected.' |

9. /phlaoj/ 'to act similarly or simultaneously.'

10, /klaeg/ 'to do something on purpose, good or bad.'

Pseudo-modals are not negated, but are common after /‘'j3/
‘tdon't': /'jd mua 'th1a9 kan j% layj./ 'Let's stop this sense-
less arguing.' (cf. also the examples for /pgj/ and /ma/).

One pseudo-modal, /thik/ f‘to suffer an adverse action',
can be followed by an objective-type predication beginning
with a noun: /'phdm *thik 'phéo 'ti./ 'I was beaten by my
father.' (1lit. 'I suffer father beats.').

3.4.5. Verb expression attributes are a sub-class of verbs

— .
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which occur unstressed after verbs and verb expressions and in
the same phrase with them. The class meaning is 'verb aapect.'!
Verb expression attributes are often syncopated.

The most common members occur in pairs, with contrasting
meanings.

1. /paj/: after verbs of motion with no object, 'action
toward a goal which is not the center of interest'; after verbs
of motion with an object 'incidental or negative goal!; after
other verbs: 'actiom not part of a historical context, or of
irrelevant duration.' Exaﬁples: /'la 'wiy # 'kh§w pdj nij 'pa./
'The donkey ran into the forest (which was his goal).' /‘la
'win # 'khéw 'pd pgj./ 'The donkey ran off into the forest (to
get away).' /'khdéw 'j8m 'na pij bﬁg./ 'One thing they do is
trample the fields.' (We have no further interest in this
field-trampling.)

2. /ma/: after verbs of motion 'action toward the center
of interest'; after other verbs, and occasionally after verbs
of motion glso, 'action part of a historical context, or of
relevant duration.' Examples: /'gayn thY kh8w 'd8j ma:/ 'The
money which he got (for himself)...' /'paj 'n¥j./ ‘Where are
you goingf' /'pai 'ngj ma./ 'Where have you'beenf'

The contrast between /paj/ and /ma/ is pointed up neatly
by the following sentences: /'mPa *wan nf £ 'lym 'sy ma./ 'It's
something I forgot to buy yesterday (I may still get it).°
/'mfa 'wan nf £ 'iym 's¥ pgj./ 'I forgot to buy it yesterday
(it's'too late to get it now).'

3. /sla/ or /s&/: ‘'irrevocable or definitive action,
action viewed as a unit.' /'kin si./ 'Go ahead gnd eat (at it).'
/'kin s& si./ 'Eat it (get it eaten).' /‘khgw tj& ‘'psj 'dflaj./

[ s— —
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'He's going too (along with others).' /'khdw tja 'pgj s& rdfiaj./
'He's going, too (along with other facts).'

4. /j2/: ‘'continuing or non-definitive action, action
viewed as divisible.' /kﬁmplag 'kin jd ldew'/ 'I'm glready
eating.' /'9ayn thT phdm 'mi jl:/ 'The money that I (happen to)"
have...' ;

The contrast between /sYa/ and /ji/ after the verb /'pen/
'to be, to become' translates clearly in English: /thZ 'pen
s@-'ma-'thjfk s¥a ldew:/ 'If you become a member...' /th& 'pen
sé—'ﬁa-'thjik jd ldew:/ 'If you are already a member...'

A near-contrast among all four of these attributes is
provided by the following non-final clauses (the continuation
of the sentence being given in English only):

/'ph¥m 'them 'di ma 'mfk ldew;/ 'I've done a lot of good,
(but I don't seém to have gotten anything good out of it myself).?
/'ph§m 'thgm 'di ma s¥a 'm8k ldew;/ 'I've already done a

lot of good, (now it's time to do a little evil).'

/'phdm 'thgm 'di jd 'mék ldew;/ 'I'm glready doing a lot
of good, (you don't have to tell me how).'

/'phdm 'them 'di pgj:/ 'I do some good, (and all it does
is encourage them to ask for more).'

There are two other common attributes which 4o not seem
to contrast in meaning:

5. /wdj, 'wdj/: ‘'with or for future reference.' /‘tjam
'wdj # hEj 'di nd°/ 'Remember it well, will you'!' (/'tjsm/

'to remember') /'ngyn thI kh&w 'ddj wéj:/ 'The money which he
had gotten...'

4

6. /gw/: (meaning something like middle voice) /'tdt gw
'daj £ 'g8j-'58j./ 'It can be cut easily, it cuts easily.'
/aw/ does not occur after an object.

g
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3.4.6. Adjective expression attributes are a sub-class of

substantives which occur unstressed after adjectives and ad-
jective expressions and in the same phrase with them. The
class meaning is 'to a relatively great degree.'

The common attributes: | ‘

1. /paj/ '‘more then desirable’ //'kée 'f9j paj./ 'It got
burnéd.' (Lit. ‘dark fire too-much'.} /'h@n-tj& 'mék psj
1i-m§?'/ 'Don't you think that's a little too much!:!®

2. /kwd/ ‘'more than some other specific member of the
class' /'tua 'nf £ 'j3j kwd./ 'This one (chair) is bigger.'

If the thing compared is named, it follows immediately after
the /kwd/: /'j&j kwa 'ngn 1lk./ 'It's even bigger than that.'

3. /khfn/ or /193/ (in complementary distribution) 'more
than formerly! /kh&w 'fian kh?n./ 'He's gotten fatter.' Most
adjectives select /khyn/, but a few whose meanings are asso-
ciated with slackening or deterioration select /lon/ insiead:
/phao 'sfn-'khram 'khfoj sé-'5dp 193:/ 'When the fighting

v finally qui?ed down..."' /kim—l&g,'kie lqg./ 'T'm getting old(er).’

4. /30k/ ‘'more than most members of the class' /'n&g-'sy

"18m 'nf: 'ng dok./ 'This book is terribly heavy.'

5. /khgw/ 'closer to a desired degree' /phao 'thdj 'pen
khgw ldew:/ 'Once you get a little better at taking pictures...'
This attribute is often restressed in commands: /'rew !khéw si‘®/
'"Fagster! Hurry up!'

6. /nék/ 'to such a degree' This is the only attribute
commonly used with negated adjectives: Q. 'Have you been waiting
long!' A. /m§j 'nen ngk ddok./ 'No, not so long.' Following an
adjective phrase: /'ndoj 'khon ngk: 'thf tja 'khdw-'tjsj pén-'h3
an 'nf./ 'There are so few people who understand this problem.'

SO .
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T. /d4i/ ‘'to a desired degree' /ldew 'lom jan 'raeg‘di
‘dlaj./ 'And the wind is still nice end strong.' (Said in

‘reference to kite-flying.)

3.4.7. Particles of address are a sub-class of responses
(3.2.3.) which occur unstressed in clause~-final positioﬁ.
Certain post-bound lexemes which have obvious ﬁorphological
resemblances to them are classed here also. The class meaning
is 'speaker signals degree of respect.' At the more polite
levels there are different forms for male and female speakers.

Normally, a particle of address can be followed in a clause
only by the name or title of the person addressed, which is in
a phrase by itself: /si-'baj 'di ry khr¥p 4 'qu'/ ‘How are you,
Wwong!' (/khr8p/ is a particle of address.)

Each member of the class is a member of a set of three
lexemes: a streesed response, an unstressed particle, and a
syncopated particle.

The difference in heaning between the two particles is
hard to state, but the syncopated particle occurs most oftem
after sentences of which the English translations are punctﬁated
as questions or exgiamationa (regardless of intonation), the
other particle after statements. The selection of the synco-
pated particle, further, is determined by the occurrence of an
interrogative particle (3.6.1.); likewise by am interrogative
noun (3.4.3.), unless a negative is present. Both unstressed
and syncopated particles occur with both types of intonation,
however. ZExamples:

/s&-'baj 'di rP ¥hr8p'/ 'How are you'!

/s&-'baj 'di khrép./ 'I'm fine.'

/'khyn 'phiit 'wd a-'rgj khr#p./ 'What did you say (to
that).' (English falling intonation.) The same sentence with

.
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/°/ means 'How's that:®')
/'m8j mX &~*rgj khrdp°/ ‘There isn't anything!' (English
rising intonation.)
~Tha'd1fferenco in meaning of the various sets is determined
by social factors. Since one of the sets 1§ suppletive, a
tabulation is givan; | ,
Response Particle Particle

Men's formal ‘khrdp ' khrdép khri&p
Men's polite *hd hé hE&
Vomen's formal ‘kh§ kh§ - kh&
Uoﬁan’s polite h§ h§ hX
General familiar *t38 +33 438
General vulgar *y(.) wiyJ wi

"h®(*) or wéy

"3+5. Pre~bound classes

Ze5.1. A procaub]éct;vg is a pre-bound -lexeme which ocours
as a lone lexeme botween the constituents of a possible sub-
Jective predication.

Only two pre-subjectives intrude before verbs: /38/
'putative action or conditiom' and /t8/ 'exclusive zction or
condition'; neither has a stressed fory. |

/'3&k t3& ‘*pgj./ 'He'd like to go.'

/'sw t8 'kin./ 'All he wants to do is eat.' (Lit,
‘chooses exclusively the eating'.)

/t&8/ occuras aleso in the type VxN:

/'=1 t8 'khiw./ 'We have nothing but rice.'

/t3&/ does not so ococur, but is an inceptive (3.5.4.).
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A preposition is any other pre-subjective. The class
meaning of prepositions is ‘'‘relative location.' Their defini-
tive position is VxN:

/'jd 'm8n./ 'It's over yonder.' (a subjective predication)

/'jd thT 'ndn./ 'It's way over there.' ‘

I/'jﬁ bon }nan./ (or /'jd bOn 'nén./) iIt's way up there.'

/'3 'bén./ 'He's at home.'

/'id naj 'b&n./ 'He's in the house.!

The unstressed lexemes here, /thf/, /bdn/, and /nij/, and
/t8/ above are all prepositions. Prepositions are almost in-
variably followed by a noun or noun expression, but a verb does
not always precede: /bon 'b8n./ 'In the upper part of the house.'
Only the prepositions /thI/ and /t6/ seem to occur before other
prepositions: /thT ngj 'hip/ 'over there in the box'; /t€ naj-
'hip/ 'nowhere but in the box.'

The most common prepositions, listed in their stressed
forms, are the following: -

1. /'tht/ ‘'at or to that which is either a distant,
unusual, or former location.' /thT d~'me-rT-'ka/ 'In America.'

2. /'ngj/ 'inside a confined space or time, or at a
customary location.' /'ngj myan-'thgj/ '(Here) in Siam'

3. /'tde/ ‘'from a point in time'; otherwise, 'exclusively'
/'t3e win 'ndn ma/ 'from that day on'

4. /'k3p, (k&)/ ‘with, and'; signals any relationship
which works both ways. /'la ki 'm¥/ 'the donkey and the bear';
/'kh&o phﬁ-'jig k% 'phéo-'mie/ 'to ask a daughter's hand in
marriage' (1lit. 'beg woman with parents'.)

- (Other prepositions are noted in 3.7.1.)
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A preposition and the noun expression which followsAif
constitute a prepositional phrase. Some prepositional phrases
are negatable: /'m§j naj 't0/ 'elsewhere than in the cabinet!
(/naj 't8/ 'in the cabinet'.)

3¢5.2. A ggg-quective is a pre-bound lexeme which occurs
as a lone lexeme between the constituents of an objective pre-
dication. The class meaning of pre-objectives is 'limitation
on the applicability of a proposition.'’ o

A negative is a pre-objective which occurs in both types .
of objective pfedica%ion: NxV and VxA. The most common negative
is /'m§j/ 'not' (usually in syncopated form, /m&j/):

NxV /'khéw mZj 'mi./ ‘'There isn't any rice.'

VxA /'thgm mgj 's¢t./ 'It isn't finished.' (Lit. 'do not
completed.') .

Negatives £ill other positions as well. Before subjective
predications: /m&j 'mi ‘khéw./ '(We) have no rice'; /m#j "t5on
'pgj./ '(You) don't hg#e to go.'! Before numerations: /'m8j
'sfony 'moy; 'sdm 'mon./ 'Not two o'clock, three o'clock. "

Before prepositional phrases: /'méj Jan 'ngn°/ 'Not like that!' .
' The other negatives are derivatives of /m&j/:

| 1. /m&j-d&%j/ ‘'never, as s matter of fact not'll /'ndk-rian

'triam # mEj-d&j khéege/ '*The preparatory students don't enter

the competition.' (i.e. &hings are so arranged that they don't.5

Before a subjective predication, /m#j-d&j/ has definitely
contrastive meaniig: /mEj-d&j ‘psj 'ba&n‘/ 'He didn't go home

(he went elsewhere).' Before a single verb, it negates an

implieit subjective predication, whereas /m&j/ normally negates

llThis negative is so often translatable by 'didn't' that
it is easily mistaken for a past-tense signal.
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no more than is explicit:

Q. /'kbrfay 'In ‘'ldew r¥ ‘jen’/ 'Is the engine warm yetl'
(objective) '

A. /'je) m&j '¥n./ 'Fo, not yet.'

Q. /'dn 'khrfan 'ldew r¥ 'ign°'/ 'Have you warmed up the
engine yet:! (subjeétive)

A. /*jen mEj-d&j 'In./ 'Not, not yet.'®
/m8j-d8j/ is not known to occur before modals, nmumerations, or
prepositiongl phrases. ) ~

2. /mEj-'thjgj, (-thj&j)/ ‘'is not a case of' /mEj-thjZj
‘sdom./ '"™To practice® is not the right word for it.' This is
the only negative which occurs before noun expressions:
/mBj-thj&j 'bén; 't¥k./ 'It's not a housey it's a building.'
Rarely occurs in the definitive position of negatives:

3. /m8j-'kh80j, (-kh3j, -kh&j)/ 'hardly' /'khiw m#j-khSj
‘mi./ 'There's hardly eny rice.'‘ |

4. /mij-'jdk, (-j8k)/ 'never, against expectations not!’
/t& khdw m&j-'jdk 'ma./ 'But he never came.'!

3.5.3. The pre-objective /'kfio/, with syncopated torm
/k8/, is in a class by itself. The typical position is imme-
diately after the first constituent of the objective predica-
tion, and any other bound form follows it:

/'paj k8 m#j 'dédj./ ‘'You can't go, though.’

/'thjén k8 m#j pgj./ 'I'm not going either.'

This bound lexeme is perhaps the most frequent lexeme in
the entire language. In descriptive contexts the meaning is
something like 'The proposition offered here has something in
common with what has just been said, either by you or me, and
I am calling your attention either to a similarity or a differ-

ence based on it.' (Examples above.)
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) In a narrative context, the mesning is ‘no break in the
sequence of events; so, then': /khdw k8 'baok 'wd:/ 'And so
he said..."'

Repeated in predications which are in parallel juncture,
/k8/ simply reinforces the parsllelism: /'pagj k¥ 'daj, 'jd k8
'ddj./ 'You can go, or you can stay.'

Anywhere after an interrogative noun in the same sentence,
it changes the ‘'what' meaning of the interrogative to a !what-
ever' meaning: /'pgj 'n3j k8 'ddj./ 'You can go anywhere,' ~
(Lit, 'go wherever then possible.')

As absolute initial in s sentence, /k8/ takes issue with
the logic of an immediately preceding proposition: /k8 m#j
'hdn thay # 'nt°/ 'Well, I didn't see you.' (the other speaker
having claimed to have been présent.)

3.5.4. An inceptive is any other pre-objective. The
characteristic position of inceptives is NxV or NxA: /kjap/
'almost' in /'ndm k¥yap 'mdt./ 'The water's almost all gone.'
Some also occur before numerations: /k¥ap 'sim 'mon./ 'It's
almost three o'clock.' ‘

The most common of all inceptives is /tj&/ ‘putative
action': /'khgw tj& 'pgj, r¥ maj 'pgj: k3 'myj-p&n-'‘raj./ 'It
doesn't make any difference whether he goes or not.' (Lit,

'He [butativé] g0, or not go, then never mind.') It occurs
before modals, adjectives, and verbs of all ranges of meaning,
and before numerations; it may precede the negative /'mgj/ and
follow the negative /m#j 'kh§oj/ (which then have their stressed
allomorphs); it follows other inceptives, either distinctively,
optionally, or as part of a compound lexeme (written, respect-
ively, separate, in parentheses, and with hyphen, in the examples

that follow).
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The other frequently-occurting inceptives:

/kémr'laq/ 'in the process of'

/k&m-'1gy tj&/ ‘'about to, preparing to, on the way to!

/'kYap (tja),/'théep (tja)y,/*tjuen (tj&)/ ‘almost?

/'kh§oj, 'khion-'khn (tja)/ 'rather’

/'thartjad/'hénéfjé/ ‘apparently’

/ ' mgk/ 'usually’

/'mék (tj&)/  ‘apt to'

/'ph?g (tja)/ ‘'only recently'

After /'jd/ ‘'don't' /'ph§y/ means 'this soon, so quickly':
/'ia ph¥n 'paj nd°/ 'Don't go right away.'

'3.5.5. A pre-numerative is any (as yet unclassified)
pre-bound lexeme which occurs between a noun expression and a
numerative expression without phrase juncture between it and
the following numerative expression. The class meaning of
pre-riumeratives is 'attitude of the spesker toward the exact-
ness of a numerative expression.' /s8k/ 'inexact numerative®
is a common member of this class: ;

/'phdm tja ‘pgj ‘sF 'miak £ 'bgj nﬁg./-'I'm on my way to
buy a hat (a.certain hat).’

/'phdm tj& 'paj 'sy 'miask £ s8k 'bagj niq./ 'I'm on my way
to buy a hat (any hat is a pdssibility).' (/'miak/ *that';
/'baj/, its classifier.) /'miak 'sdon 'bgj/ 'two hats'; /'miek
sdk 'sdon 'baj/ ;perhaps-two hats'.

The class is a small one. Members are listed in their

stressed allomorphs, which are rare:

/'sék/ 'inexact numerative' (syncopated form irregular:
/s8k/)
/' t8n/ 'quantity considered large, all of' /t&n 'ha

'khon/ 'as many as five people'
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/'phiaﬁ/ 'quantity considered small or insufficient, only’
/phiag 'h8 'khon/ 'only five people'

/'théﬂ/ 'inclusive previously known quantity’ /thﬁg 'ha
'khon/ 'all five of them!
/' thiy/ 'inclusive previously unknown quantity' /thiy

. 'hé 'khen/ 'up to five people’
/'raw, TBw-raw/,/pri-‘man/ ‘approximately’

The fi;sf three pre-numeratives occur before prepositional.
phrases introduced by /té/:-/'tég t& 'thjdw/ 'ever since this
morning' (1lit. 'all of from morning'). /'thég/ occurs before
noun expressions, in the meening 'including': /'w&j 'ndm # thin.
'khryaq-téﬂ-'tua/ 'to go swimming with ones clothes on' ('in-
cluding clothes!).

Two bound lexemes occur between the constituents of
numerative expressions. They have no stressed forms.

| /kwd/  ‘plus' splits a numeral and its classifier:
/trdoj kwd "bat/ 'more than a hundred ticels,
a hundred-odd ticals'. ‘
/thT/ t'ordinal sign' splits a classifier and a unit
A numeral or numeral expression: /'thjgn thT 'sl/
'the fourth class’', | Py
In general, the members of an ordinal series not well e#tab-
lished as such are signaled by /tht/.

Two other bound lexemes occur between numerative qggres-
sions, joining them in a distributive construction.-

/'t80/ 'per' means that the first numerati#e expression
gives quantitative information in terms of a
standard unit which is designated by the second
numerative expression: /'rdoj kI-13-mét £ 'tdo

'thjﬁa—'moq./ 'A hundred kilometers per hour.'
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/13/ ‘'per' works the opposite way: /'bgj 18 'bat./ '(The

hats are) one tical each.'

3.5.6. A conjunétion is any pre-bound lexeme so far unclassi-
fied. The~class meaning'of conjunctions is fclarification of
otherwise ambiguous relationship between major elements.'

Conjunctions are here sub-classified according to semantic
categories.

Relative‘conjunctions introduce displaced or lengthy
ﬁodifiers, usually one phrase or clause in length. There are :

- four relative conjunctions, with slightly different meaniﬁgs.é;p//

1. /'tht/ ‘'which or who distinctively, that which!

2. /'syq/ 'which or who among other things, one that'

3. /'sn/  ‘'vhich, about which it can_be said that'

4. /'hgj/ ‘who should, which should, so that' (marks
change of subject).

Examples (all with unstressed forms):

1. /'neyn # thi 'phim 'hdj pej # 'jen wfj 'phao ik ry/
'Isn't the money I gave you enoughf'

2. /'pla /"qu pédj niaj 'bao £ s¥y kh@w 'l8o wgj./ 'The
fish go down into a well which has been filled by damming.'

(this being the first mention of such a well).

3. /o%j '18k &n 'khdep nf:/ 'In this narrow world...'
(narrowness does not distinguish it from other'worlds, however).

4. /'khdn 'hin kh¥n ma; hEj 'mdt thdn-'ndm ngn layj./

'Bring up all the stones that are in the river.' (Lit, 'Carry
stones up to-me, which-should exhsust river-bed that-one completely.')

/'tht/ is obligatory even before short modifiers, when a |
desired noun expression would otherwise be a predication: /'bén
'jdj./ 'The house is big.' or 'It's a big house.'; but /'ban
thf 'j§j./ 'Those houses that are big.! or 'The big house.'

e
LS
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/'h8j/ is obligatory before adjectives which complete an
objective predication, if there is a hypothetical proposition
involved: /'thgm 'di/ 'It's well made', but /'them h&j 'di n&°*/
'Make it well, will you:' (1it. 'make so-that good, huh!'); it
is obligakory before verbs when there is a change of actor
/t'wan 'ddk hgj 'pej;/ 'I asked the boy to go.; (1it. *requested
boy who-should go.') Only /'h§j/ and /'thi/ seem to occur
without anteéedent, and only /'h§j/ is negatable.

When a new actor is mentioned for the first time, it
follows the /'h§j/: /'pldoj # h&dj 'mi mi 'kt tja-'mik £ 'ddj°/
'You allow a mouse to come and bite my nose!' /1it. 'permit
so-that mouée come bite nose can.')

3.5.7. Temporal conjunctions relate the time of one element
to another. They are usually stressed. Their clauses are to a

J/ certain extent mov%able within the framework of a sentence.

The principal tempofal conjunctions occur in pairs. One
member of the pgir merely establishes a historical or logical
sequence; the other member disfinctively marks one event as
defermining another. Both members are used in both general and

specific propositions. The pairs:

Sequential Determining
1. /mfa/ 'when, after' 2. /phao/ 'when, as soon as!
3. /kaon/ 'before, in anticipation 4. /kwd/ ‘'before, until'
of!
5. /'tjon-kd-'th§n/ 'until, to 6. /'tjon-kwd/ 'until such
such an extent that!® time as!

l. /'mf§a 'than #-'hdn sdt ldew: k8 paj 'aAn nan-'s¥ n&j
'h§on-sé-'myt./ 'When we get through eating, we ga read in the
library.!

2. /'phao pij 'th&g 8-"'jyi-thé-'ja ldew: w&-'la 'sdm 'mog;/
'By the time we got to Ayuthya, it was three o'clock.!

1%
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3, /'kéon tji 'lén B-'rgj: 'jyt 'sén, j¥t 's3j £ s& 'kdon./
'Before you play anything, loosép up first.!'

4. /'nan mEj; ‘kwd tj& 'phdp khim 'ndn./ 'Was it long
before (until) you found that word:®

5. /'khgw 'h§j £ 'sin-'khion tén-t3n / k3 'khon thi
1kh3t-'sdn nfa: 'tjen-ki-'thin 'tus 'khéw £ 'mdj m¥ E-'rej
'1¥a jU layj./ 'He gave away various things to the poor like
this until (to such an extent that) he himself didn't have any-
thing left.' _

6. /'péw 'nék-'wit 'rfaj £ tjon-'kwd tj& 'biok h&j ‘jyt./
'The whistle (for keeping rhythm in calisthenics) is blown
contimmally until the order to stop is given.'

3.5.8. Conditional conjunctions introduce predications
setting up hypothetical circumstances. The principal ones
are listed:

 /'th&/ and /'th&-phja/ 'if; supposing'
/tthé-hak/ | 'if on the contrary'
/'th?g/ and /'thyq-hék/ ‘even if, granting the possi-
. - bility that'

/'thén-'thén (thr)/ 'although, in spite of the

fact that'

Co-ordinating conjunctions join constructions of equal
rank. They are usually unstressed. Clauses introduced by
these conjunctions are not.movable within the framework of a
sentence; their order with respect to prior clauses and sen-
tences is highly relevant. The common co-ordinating conjunctions:

/léew/ and /18w-kfio/ ‘'then, and then'

. /r¥/ end /ry-wE/ ‘or alternatively'

/khy/ and /kh¥-wd/ 'or equivalently!
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/tde/ and /tE€-wa/ 'but, on the other hand!'
/t8-k8/ ~ 'but all the same!
/18/ 'and also’

Certain prepositions introduce predications. These are
listed here because they are semantically close to the class
of conjunctions, and because one of them has an alternate
compound form which is not a preposition:

/phréa/ and /ph8-wé/ 'because'

/phia/ | 'in order to, for the ad-hoc purpose of'

/88m-'rdp/ 'for the gemeral or non-immediate purpose of'®

There are two conjunctions which occur repeated in suc-
cessive clauses which are in parallel clause juncture: /'jig/
'the more' and /'tan/ 'separately':

/'ifn'rew, 'jfn 'di./ ‘'The faster the better.'

/'tag 'khon, 'tdy 'daynp'thag./ 'Each person goes his

own way.'

3.6, Post=bound classes

346.1. A sentence particle is a post-bound lexeme which
determines the selection of the syncopated forms of particles
of address (3.4.7.) when these occur after it.

Sentence particles typically occur at the end of the last
clause of a sentence, and are followed only by a particle of
address. They also occur, however, at the end of internal
clauses, especially those which have juncture of the types
/3/ or /s/+

Sentence particles have)exceedingly eomplex morphology
and syntax. For example, the interrogative particle /r¥/ has

at least four forms, the conditioning factors and/or semantic
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distinctions of which are not clesr. It is probable that.
suppletive patterns exist among the class, but meanings have
not yet been well enough established. Relationships with
particles of address are also insufficiently studied. - For
'these reasons, a compiete description of the class is not
attempted here.

The principél members, quoted in their most common forms,
are classed gpmantically:

Interrogative particles: /m&j/, /r¥/, /18/ |

Declarative particles: /nt/, /n&-si/, /l18-si/, /1a-ngy/,
/ned/

Topical particles: /n8/, /18/, /&/, /18/

Other particles: | /ng&/, /8i/ = ¢

Two of the interrogative particles show meaning contrasts
which may be found applicable to other pairs in the class upon
fufther investigation. |

/mEj/ 'question not involving any special assumptions.'

/T¥/ ‘'question involving some kind of assumption on the
‘part of the speaker.'

/'kdt-'m3j # 'wén 'h§j 'bay 'khon mEj°/ 'Does the law
make exceptions for some people: (If 80, I want you to tell
me who they are.)’ |

/'kdt-'m¥j £ ‘wén 'h§j 'bay 'khon r¥°/ 'Does the law
make exceptions for some people! (Is it true or not:)'

Normally, a form of /r¥/ is used if a unique event is
referred to, or if a situation not regarded as capable of
change is being examined; /m&j/ is used for a class of events
or a situation not regarded as final.

/'gw ki-'fae m#j°/ 'Will you have some coffee’!'

/'aw ki-'fae ry./ 'You're having coffee, then’'
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/mfa 'pgj 'mjw-'jgok: 'pg] 4 'ndn m#j°/ 'When you go to
New York, do you see movies (or yhat)f' or 'When we go to New
York, shall we see a movie!

/mfa 'pei 'niw-'jgok: 'pej 4G 'n¥y ry‘/ ‘'When you went
to New York, did you see =a moviel’

Questions about simple events in the past are almost
always asked with /r¥/ (es in ithe last example), except in the
case of an opjective predication of which the second constit-
uent is a pseudo-adjective (3.4.3.); here /m#j/is selected:

/kbé~'moj 'ni tiém-'rdat 'ph¢n m#j°/ 'Did (could) the
thief get away from the policef'

In a clause containing any negative, the selection of
/r¥/ is mendantory: /'m§j 'mi r¥./ ‘'Aren't there any.' /r¥/
is likewise selected if the node of a clause is a lexeme which
is one of a semantic pair: /'pgj ‘'ldew r¥°/ 'Is he gone already:'
(cf. /'pej 'ldew r¥ 'jég’/ lit.“'go already or not-yet:')

3.6.2. Other post-bound lexemes are irregularly patterned,
and no sub-classification is atfempted. The most common ones
are listed, together with their meanings and statements of
distribution.

1. /kgn/ ‘'‘mutual, shared, or reciprocal action' occurs
immediately after verbs and verb expressions. Ahy verb ex-
pression attribute follows it. It is never stressed. /'thjiq
rén-'wgn kgn./ 'They compete for prizes.' (lit. 'snatch prizes
together.')

After an interrogative noun,: /kgn/ implies that the

Speaker cannot imagine any answer to his question: /'paj "n3j
kgn®/ ‘Where do you think you're going:'; /&-'rgj kgn°®/ 'What

e
on earth.'
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2, /'eg/ tunshared or simple action' occurs stressed and
unstressed after verbs and verb expressions. Despite its
meaning, /'en/ can occur in the same claume with /ksgn/, which
it follows. Any verb expression attribute precedes it. /'ma
‘en./ '(The cat) came by itself (no-one brought'it.)' /‘ma
kgn 'eg./ 'They came by themselves.' /'pen 'thempé-'da ju 'eg./
tIt's only natural.' '

After pronouns and demonstratives, /'er/ emphasizes the
preceding lexeme: /'dY¥aw 'nf '313'/ 'Phis very minute!' /k3
'khyn ‘er) n&-si’ / ‘'Well it was you yourself (tha_t aid it)!!

3. /ddok/ or /raok/ ‘'though, instead of what is expected!
occurs after the last constituent of any predication. It is
never stressed, but has a special form /rdok/ in clauses with
high intonation. It normally occurs only in negated state-
ments (and never after /'ja/ 'don't').

Q. /'hén phﬁ-jIg khon 'ni'ﬁﬁj’/ "'Do you see the woman
-1 mean:'

A. /m8j 'h&n raok./ 'No, I don't at all.!

/déok/ determines the selection of a non-syncopated address
particle: /mBj 'rf ddok kh§./ 'No, I don't know.' (woman
speaking).

4. /layj/ ‘'completely, to any extent at all' has the same
position as /ddok/, but follows it if both occur in the same
clasuse. There is likewise a special form, /1&yj/, for high-
intonation clauses. /layj/ occurs frequently in negated
statements, questions and prohibitions, and less frequently
in positive ones. /'j& 'pej 'mdj layj n&°/ 'Don't go any-
where, now.' /'nédm 'mdt layj./ 'The water is all gone.'

The meanings of /layj/ and /ddok/ are contrasted in the
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following two answers to identical questions: .

Q. /thT 'b2n thay # 'mi sU-'ngk m&j*/ 'Do you have aeny

dogs at your house: !

Al. /m8j 'mi layj # s&k 'tua diaw./ 'No we don't; not
even one.'

A2. /maj 'mi{jﬁok"'paj 'thiaw thY 'si./ 'Certainly not!
Go jump in the lake.'12

5. /1dew/ 'already‘ occurs after the last constituent of
any predication, and follows any other post-bound lexeme men-
tioned in this section. After a single verb or adjective, it
usually is stressed: /'pgj 'ldew./ ‘'He's gohe.' /'di 'ldew./
'That's fine.! Elsewhere, it is usually unstressed: /'phdm’
'thgm 'di ma 'mék ldew:/ 'I've done a lot of good...'

The contrast in meaning with the.response /'jag/ 'not yei'
is so strong that the two seldom occur in the same clause,

6. /Yk/ 'still, again' has a similar post-predicate
position, but precedes /daok/, /layj/, or /ldew/. It is never
stressed. /'phdm k3 layj £ 'win kldp ma £ 'sy 'tia lk./ 'So
I ran right back and bought another ticket.' /'khgw 'jgn mZj
'ma ik r¥°/ ‘'Hasn't he come yet!!

A related pre-bound lexeme /'1kx/ occurs, stressed or un-
stressed, before numerative expressions, in the meaning ‘'another?®:
/'1k 's3on 'khen/ ‘'two more people, another (set of) two péople.'

7. /vén/ 'some of it, some of the time, in part' substi-
tutes semantically for any numeration containing the partitive

12The responder in the second case takes the question as

meaning that some members of the household might be dogs in-
stead of people~-a slight, considering the role of dogs in the

culture.
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/baﬁ/ tsome' and occurs in the typical positions of numerative
expressions: /pij 'khyj ki 'phrd -bﬁq./ 'We did some talking
with the priests.' /'md k8 'mi bag./ 'There are some horses,
too0.' (1it. 'horses then exist some.!) |

/obéy/ pluralizes an interrogative noun: /'pa) 'ndj ban./
'Yhere all did you gof'; /'s¥ &-ragj 'bag./ '‘What (kinds of)
things did you Bﬁyf'

8. /thi/ 'just this once', and

9. /ndo0j/ 'a little' occur unstressed in the positions of
numerative expressions with the meaning of a polite (or sar-
castically polite) request: /'kh3o 'th8t thi°/ 'I beg your
pardon.' (/'khZo 'thdt/ alone is simply a polite formula for
'Excuse me.') /'pgj h#j 'phdén s% thi’/ 'Will you please get
out of here’!!' /!'wan ndoj thdy/ ‘'Will you do something for me:'

This same lexeme /ndoj/ 'a little' and

10. /thiaw/ or /thjiaw/ 'quite' occur unstressed after
adjectives and adjective expressions, and occasionally else<
where, as attributes: /'kaeq 'n{ £ 'phdt ndoj./ 'This curry
is rather hot.' /'sdon 'efeny 'waew~'waw thjiaw; 'hIn 'ngn &,/
'It reflected the light most brillisntly, that stone did.'

3.7. Morphology

3+7+.1. There are a number of prefixes which form substantive
derivatives from other substantives+ Only the most productive
ones are listed.

1. /'kan/ makes nouns describing formalized activity from
verbs, verb expressions, and nouns:

'win | 'to run' ‘ 'kanp'wiq 'running, race’

't3t 'sfa 'to cut clothes’ 'kan-'t3t-'sPa 'tailoring'

'ban 'house' 'kan-'ban 'domestic affairs?
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2. /'khwam/ makes nouns describing qualities, from ad-
jectives, and nouns describing the results of action, from

verbs and verb expressions:

'38 'stupid’ ' khwam—'nd tgtupidity!
i 'to know! 'khwam-' rd 'knowledge'
'khdw-"'rdp 'th@g ' khwam~kh&w-' r§p- ! thoy]

'to do homage to & flag' fallagiance to the flag'

3. /'nf/ makes adjectives meaning 'capable of being ,

worthy of ' from verbs:

'rgk  'to love' 'ng-'rgk 'lovable, cute!
'du 'to look at! 'ng-"'du 'visually interesting'
'fgr 'to listen to!? 'ng-'fgn 'interesting to hear!

Derivatives containing both /'khwam/ and /'n8/ are by no
_ means rare: /'khwam-'nadtdu/ 'interestingness'.

A whole class‘of noun derivatives is made from a non-pro-
ductive prefix /'khag/_(éyncopated /Kh&g/) from prepositions.
The class meaning is 'noun substituting for a prepositional
phrase of which the object is taken for granted.?

/'id naj '*t8./ 'It's in the cabinet.’

/'3% khZn-‘'ngj./ 'It's inside.'’

A few prepositions make such & derivative with /'phaj/
(/ph&aj/) instead of /'khag/;,three of them make both derivatives;
with a difference in meaning. The following list is probably

complete:
'ngj 'in' kh&n-'ngj 'inside!
'nfok 'outside of! khén- 'ndok ‘outside!
'bon ‘on' khsg-'bqn ‘on top, upstairs’
'lan 'below! khﬁq—'lﬁg 'below, downstairs®
'ng 'in front of! kh&n-"né *in front!

phij-'nd 'the future!
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'léﬂ 'behind' . khag-'laa 'in back'
phéj-'13n 'the future'

'n¥a 'over! phij-'nya 'above!

't8] 'under' phaj-'t8] 'beneath!

The last two derivatives also serve as prepositions, with
more figurative meahings than their bases (e.g. ‘beneath some-
one's authority'). /'maj/ has a derivative /ph&j-'ngj/ 'within?',
which is only a preposition: /phij-nij 'sioq ‘dyan/ 'within
two months,?’

The prepositipn /khag-fkhag/ 'close to' is a reduplication
rather than a derivative of /'khag/ ‘beside.’

3.7.2. The class of interrogative nouns is made up entirely
of analyzable lexemes which have as their second element a
bound morpheme of which the principsl allomorph is /rgj/. The
first element in egch case is identifiable, In the following
table the morphological information is presented in this order:
base morpheme, meeaning, form-class, alliomorph; allomorph of
/rai/, result, meaning of derivative.

tan 'thing' clf. a raj 8-'rgj 'what'
'khqn 'person' clf. kh rgj 'khrgj ‘who!
'thgw 'degree' clf, thiw ragj th8w-'rgj ‘how much®
'jéﬁ 'like’ prep. jé naj jéa-"naj ‘how!
‘thgm ‘'do’ vb. tha mgj  thi-'mgj *why!
'mfa ‘when' conj. mfa rgj mfa-'rgj 'when'

' or mé-'rgj |

There is also a pair of derivatives /'thi-rgj/ and /thi-'rgj/,

containing the metric classifier /'thi/ 'instance', and meaning -

respectively 'no mgtter when' and 'whenever®.
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The following table shows the patterning of demonstratives

(left column) and demonstrative nouns,.in sets:

~

'nf 'this’ 'nf 'here' 'n{ 'thus!
'ngn  'that’ 'ngn  'there' 'ggn  'so!
'nén 'yon' 'n6n  'yonder!

'ngj ‘'which' 'ngj ‘where'

The six morphemes involved are the four syllables at left,
plus /*/ 'place', and /3/ 'menner.' /'ni{/ and /'ngn/ have
allomorphs without /n/ when preceded by /n/. /“/ has an allo-
morph /%/ when it occurs simultaneously with /'nJ;j/, which then
has a toneless allomorph /nsj/.

3.7¢3+ Derivatives from all types of substantives are méde
with infixes, and with prefixes which have subsyllébic allomorphe.13

Both types of affixation involve the same system of tone
correspondences between allomorphs of base morphemes. Ifthe
frée base morphemeihas rising tone, the first syllable of a
two-syllable derivative has rising tone if stfessed, and the
second or only syllable of a derivativé'has mid tone. If the
base morpheme has falling or constricted high tone with a stop
final, the second or only syllable of a derivative has low tone.
Other tone correspondences are either morphophonemically pre-
dictable or irregular. Examples are given under the headings
of the individual affixes.

l. An infix with principal allomorph /gmn/ gives a sugges-
tion of dignity, formality, or technicality to a commonplace

verb, noun, adjective or modal. If the base morpheme has one

8yllable and the initial is one phoneme, or a cluster with /j/

13Some of the infixes are said to be prdductive, but for

lack of evidence they ere classed here as non-productive.
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as sonant, or zero, the principal allomorph is selected; the
order is initial of base, /gm/, stress, /n/, remainder of base.
If the base morpheme has one syllable and the initial is any
other cluster, the allomorph /gm/ is selected; the order is
initial stop of base, /gm/, siress, remainder of base (including
sonant of cluster).l If the base morpheme is slready two sylla-
bles, the allomorph /m/ is selected and becomes the final of
the first syllable; the second syllable is unchanged.

The examples are quoted as if in slow speech, to reduce

the number of irrelevant factors:

'dayn 'to walk! 'dgm-"'nayn 'to parade!
'tjdj 'to pay’ 'tjgm-"ndj 'to disburse’
'sYan 'sound, voice! 'sgm-'nian 'tone, accent!
'uaj 'to give! 'gm-"*nuaj *to administer?
5%?3 'stamp, seal’ 'tgm-'ra 'textbook!'
thi-'laj 'to destroy! 'thgm-'laj 'to ruin'

‘Other examples involve irregularities of tone correspon-
dence, changes of base phonemes, unpredictable orders, and

irregular allomorphs of the infix:

'3t 'to be capable of! 'gm-'nit 'power!

"ndk 'heavy' 'ngm-'nik 'weight'

'trqg 'to go straight! 'dam—'rqg 'tc continue
(as a linesge)!

'thag ‘way, road' 'tham—'naog '‘method!’

'la 'to take leave! 'gm-'lg 'to resign'’

'siog '*two, second! © 'sgm-'raon 'reserves'

'set 'finished' ‘sdm-‘rdt - '‘successful’

2. An infix /&b/ has similar meaning and order.
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'rgm 'to dance'! ra-"bgm 'to perform a dance'
‘rtap *1ined up' ré-"blap 'system!

Irregular:

1y 'to spread hearsay' ré-'by ' rumor’

3. A.prefix with principal allomorph /pr&/ gives a causa-
tive meaning to verbs and adjectives, the derivative being a
verb. An allomorph /p/ occurs only if the base morpheme has
one syllable beginning with /r/ or /1/. An allomorph /p&/
occurs in free variation with /pr&/. Regular examples!

'193 *to go down' 'plqg '*to bury

(a corpse)?
‘rap tlevel! 'prap 'to subdue’
'thjym 'to swarm! pra-'thjym 'to assemble’
' Ik 'to get up! 'pljk 'to waken'
'rép 'to receive! 'prap 'to inflict?
'sdm 'fitting? pa-1sdm 'to mix?
Irregular:
'1a0j 'to float! 'pldoj 'to relesase’

4., A prefix /bég/ has similar meaning, but there are no
tone changes in the base morpheme:

‘khép ttight! | ban-*khép 'to regulate!

5. A prefix with principal allomorph /kr&/ gives a middle-
voice or reflexive meaning to verbs and adjectives, the deri-
vative being a verb. (In some cases, there is no discernible
difference in meaning between the base and the derivative; in
other cases the semantic connection is obscure.) An allomorph
/k/ occurs oniy if the base morpheme has one syllable beginning
with /r/ or /1/. An allomorph /ki/ occurs in free variation

with /kra/.
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Regular examples: _
'thgm 'to do! kré-"'"thgm *to be doing!

'rép 'level! | 'krap 'to prostrate oneself!
13t 'to jump' k#-'ddt 'to jump!
'14p 'hidden, 'k13p 'to return'

out of sight?
Irregular:
'waq 'free, unimpeded’ 'kw&g ‘wide, spacious’
4 (an adjective)

3.T7e4. Reduplicétions are of five types: non-productive,
simple, syncopating, raised, and altered. (Repetitive orders
of the type /'dayn 'dayn/ are a syntactic matter.)

Non-productive reduplications are exemplified by /'wét-'wa/

*temples' (3.1.4.). Morphological analysis of the relationships
between the two constituent morphemes of such reduplications is
not attempted here, although the large number of examples of
the type /'waew-'waw/ 'brillient', where the second morpheme
differs from the first by a nucleus /a/, are certainly ana-
.lyzable.l4 For the bulk of the caség however, a listing of
" hundreds of allomorphs is the only solution.
' Simple reduplications comsist of two instances of the
same allomorph of a given morpheme occurring as one lexeme:
/kYap~k}ap/ 'aelmost'; /'ddk-'ddk/ 'children, child'. The
effect is a generalization or softening (rather than emphasis)

of the meaning of a lexeme. Applied to verbs, this redupli-

cation often changes the English translation from wverb to

adjective: /'1¥n/ ‘to slip', /'1§n~'1$n/ 'slippery’.

14And are analyzed by M. R. Haas in 'Techniques of

Intensification in Thadi' (Word 2.127-30).

Reproduced With permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



-79~

Syncopating reduplications are a function of adjectives

only. The form is the same as for a simple reduplication,
with the exception that the first syllable is capable of syn-
copation after a stressed syllable.
Such reduplications have the meaning 'non-predicate’ and
‘are usually translétab}e by English adverbs and relative
clauses: cf. /'tjig r¥°/ 'Is that truel' and /'tjin-'tjin =¥/
'Reallyf' They are not negatable: cf. /'kh¥o fném jén-'jen./
'1Give me some water that's cold.' and /'ném 'n{ m8j kh8j 'jen./
'This water is hardly cold;' A variation of the non-predicate
meaning is 'non-distinctive attribute': cf. /pen 'nék 'j3j/
'It's a big bird' (implies a class of big birds) and /'pen
'ndk jaj-'jdj/ 'It's a big bird' (impliea no such class);
/kh8w 118n k¥-'la 'mik./ 'They play a lot of sports.' and
/kh&w '18n kY-'la mik-'mik./ 'They play sports a lot.' Ad-
jectives of more than a syllable have simple reduplications
with similar measning, but are not common: /sé—'baj;sé-'baj/
tcomfortably’. .
Raised reduplications are also a pecu;iar function of
adjectives. Regardless of the tone of the base adjective,
the first syllable of the reduplication has plain high tone
(a special allophone of it--cf. 1.4.2.), and the two syllables
are separasted by close clause juncture:
'dis'di ('good?) 'ron:'rdon . ('hot!)
‘8w YAy (1014') 'niw: 'ndw (*co1d?)
'mgk: '‘mak ('much!')
Raised reduplications have the meaning 'emphatic pre-
dicate': /Ime: wan 'n{ 'rZon:'rdon°®/ 'Gosh, it certainly is
.hot today!' Compound adjectives have only their second syl-

YaisSe

lable redupiteEa®am: /dI-'tjgj:dY-'tjej*/ 'I'm so glad!®
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The comnstruction is typical of women's speech rather than
men's.

Altered reduplications are a function of substantives.

The form is a simple reduplication with the infix /ay/ or
/ae/ in the second instance of the base morpheme, which has
an allomorph without nucleus. Selection of the infix allo-
mofph is apparently not statable éxcept in negative termsi
if the base morpheme has a nucleus /ay/ or a final /w/, the
allomorph /ay/ is not selected; if the basé has a nucleus
/ae/ or a final /j/, the allomorph /ae/ is not selected.
The meaning is a mild disparagement of the semantic content
of the base lexéme, or a generalization of that content, in

either case translatabie by '-~- and that sort of thing.'

Examples:
‘kin *to eat!’ 'kin 'kaen 'wining and dining’
'm8o 'pot! 'mio 'mAy 'pots and pans'
'f3j telectricity! tfgj 'fayj 'the electrical

system' _
This type of reduplication is quite often in discontinuous
order: /m&j 'paj, m8j 'payj 1&°/ 'I'm not going to go (the

whole idea bores me).!?
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