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DON'T BE AN IDIOT! READ THIS FIRST

This book is power, Whether you apply it against your enemies or
yourself is up to you. The best way to insure your safety and your abil-
ity to use this power is to study each book in this volume before trying
any process.

Otherwise, you might spend a long time in the hospital pondering your
stupidity, as I did. On September 29, 1969, I wanted to re-prime some
shotgun shells. I wanted a powder which exploded by concussion. The in-
gredients for paper caps seemed the ideal medium.

I looked up the formula for paper caps in Weingart's Pyrotechnics,
under "Japanese or Cap Torpedoes". The formula called for potassium
chlorate, sulphur, <halk and amorphous (red) phosphorous. The formula
plainly said to moisten the ingredients before mixing. In my ignorance,
I believed this was necessary only so as to drop the mixture on paper so
it would dry in little mounds.

Since 1 wanted it as a dry powder to pour into holes made in the pri-
mers, I used no water. While holding a plastic medicine bottle in my
left hand I mixed less than a half ounce of potassium chlorate with sul-
phur, chalk and a small amount of red phosphorous. Suddenly my left hand
was fingerless hamburger and I was also legally bklind for several awful
months.

Had T read the whole book before trying to make the priming powder, I
would have learned that potassium chlorate can often explode spontane-
ously by dry mixture with sulphur; and with dry red phosphorous, every
time. I learned the hard way and I don't want vou to share any such ex-
perience. I didn't have the overview then that I have now.

I'm often bothered by readers of my works who have not completely
read the book they are working from. They say they tried a process and
it didn't work., They're like the man who doesn't know his way around the
kitchen but tries to bake a three layer cake, with icing vet. He follows
the recipe from thecookbook but still winds with a terrible mess and an
enraged wife. No overview,

Another example of a fool who acts without an overview is the relig-
ious fanatic, This is the person who has never really read the Torah,
Bible, Koran, etc., and pondered all its concepts before inflicting him-
self on others. No. Although he reads avidly, he is merely scanning the
material looking for passages to reinforce his own prejudices.

The best example of this lack of an overview is the Moslem terrorist.
Islam is actually a peaceful religion. But this dope has never really
read the Koran and pondered its concepts. He gets his religion from pow-
er-mad, hypocritical mullahs and so tries to bomb the world back to the
seventh century. If every sand monkey would read the Koran from cover to
cover, learning what it says, rather than what others say it says, there
would be no Islamic terrorism.

Possibly more important than anything you might learn from this book
is how to study it. First, read every word in the index. Unconciocusly,
this will feed data into yvour brain and give you a subconcious overview
of the subject. It will also help vou later to find subjects which are
not cross-indexed to your satisfaction.

Next, read the entire book from the first page through to the last.
Do this even if vou don't think yvou can understand it. It's like study=-
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ing a foreign language you can't understand and don't think you ever
will. At a certain point, and all of a sudden, ideas and concepts start
falling into place and you know. You'd be surprised how much your brain
can absorb, and will by the time you've finished the book. And don't
just breeze through it. When you come to a word you don't understand,
look it up.

When you come to a paragraph you don't understand, read it over. May-
be it will become clearer if you reread the previous paragraph. If that
doesn't help, read the next paragraph. At any rate, try and then go on.
Your brain will worlx on the unregistering concept as you forge ahead.

By the time you've struggled through the whole book you will know
much more about the subject than you did when you started. Also, your
higher conciousness will then send an alarm if you are drastically mis-
taken during working a process, unless you are pre-programmed to self-
destruction in the first place.

Although a college course in chemistry is helpful, it is not essen-
tial. Also, college courses tend to be based on high school chemistry
courses which you might not have had, and with a teacher who has no pat-
ience with beginners.

Most of my books contain material written years ago for people with
no higher education. Better to teach yourself from them than to quit in

confusion and frustration because of classes for those used to formal
study.

Of course, 1if you are young, get all the formal education on those
studies yvou have time for. But whether formally or self-educated, read
every word in the book, Otherwise you'll be like the karate student who
gets thrashed by a street punk, or other educated fools who learn only
enough to impress the ignorant, including themselves.

KNOWLEDGE IS POWER
Knowledge sets man apart from the beasts and above them all. It is
knowledge alone, not money nor force, which secures money and force for
the knowledgeable man, while the dull-witted lose whatever they've come
by through luck or conniving.
As world civilizations decline and the presently powerful and afflu-
ent are reduced to beggery and helplessness, the owners of these

volumes holding a veritable storehouse bf both industrial and military
power will survive to form dynasties.



PODR MAN'S JAMES BOND Vol. 2 3

THE POCR MAN'S ARMORER

-

The Only Magazine Of Improvised Weaponry «. .

Editer - Clyde Barrow

Volume [, Mo, |

COMBAT PISTOL TARGET
By Clyde Barrow

Pictured is a diagram of an excellent

target 1o use when practicing
defensive shooting with a pistol. A
wide black felt tip pen is used lo lay
oul several targets on 18 inch X 30
inch pieces ol corrugated cardboard,
following the measurements given in
the drawing.

These targels are hung from a piece
ol clothesline aboul 25 yards from the
shooter. The silhouettes may be used
singularly, in groups of two or threa,
or even more if you anticipale a gun
fight with a band of desparadas. -

Publisher = Kurt Saxon

Any hit in the 10 inch circle is a
score, as his is the area containing
the majority of the vital organs of the
human body. .

After each round of shooting, bullet
holes can be repaired with pieces of
masking tape and the lines touched up
wilh a felt pen. '

The diagonal lines increase the
visibility of the target in poor light,
and unlike the solid black of
conventional largets, each hit can be
easily seen, even several feet from the
target.

POPULAR MECHANICS 1913

To Explode Powder with Electricity

A 1-in, hole was bored.in the center
of a 2-in. square block. Two finishing-
nails were driven
in, as shown in
the " sketch,
These were con-
nected to termi-
nals of an induc-
tion coil.  After
everything was
ready the pow-
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der was poured

' ~in the hole and a
board weighted with rocks placed over
the block. When the button is pressed
or the circuit closed in some other way
the discharge occurs. The distance
Letween the nail points—which must
be bright and clean—should be just
enough to give a good, fat spark—

A Small Bench Lathe Made of Pipe
Fittings

POPULAR MECHANICS 1913

The most important machine in use
in the modern-machine or wood-work-
ing shop is the lathe, .The uses to
which this wonderiul machine can be

@ Copyright 1377 by Kurt Saxen

put would be too numerous to describe,
but there is hardly a mechanical oper-
ation in which the turning lathe does
not hgure. For this reason every ama-
teur mechanic and wood-worker who
has a workshop, no matter how small,
is anxious to possess a lathe of some
sort. A good and substantial home-
made lathe, which is suitable for wood-
turning and light metal work, may be
constructed from pipe and pipe fit-
tings as shown in the accompanying
sketch. o

The bed of this lathe is made of a
piece of 1-in. pipe, about 30 in. long.
It can be made longer or shorter, but
if it is made much longer, a larger
size of pipe should be used. The head-
stock is mrade of two tees, joined by a
standard long nipple as shown in Fig. 1.
All the joints should be screwed
up tight and then fastened with fy-in.
pins to keep them from turming. The
ends of the bed are fixed to the base-
board by means of elbows, nipples and
flanges arranged as shown. The two
bearings in the headstock are of brass.
The spindle hole should be drilled and
reamed after they are screwed in place
in the tee. The spindle should be cof
steel and long enough to reach through
the bearing and pulley and have
enough end left for the center point.
The point should extend about 114 in
out from the collar. The collar can be
turned or shrunk on the spindle as de-
sired, The end of the spindle should
be threaded to receive a chuck.

The tailstock 1s also made of two
tees joined by a mipple. The lower tee
should be bored out for a sliding fit
nn the bed pipe. The upper one should
be tapped with a machine ‘tap for the
spindle which is threaded to fit it. The

S, spindle has a
i) Q‘ﬁ‘ o, .

5}95?% handle fitted at
83098  one end and has

XA 27 the other end

bored out for the

Fig. 2 . tailstock -center.
Both the tailstock and the headstock
centerpoints should be hardened. A
clamp for holding the tailstock spindle
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i1s made of a piece of strap iron, bent
and drilled as shown., It is held to-
gether by means of a small machine
screw and a knurled nut. The tee
should have 4 slot cut in it about one-
half its length and it should also have
one bead filed away so that the clamp
will fit tightly over it.

The hand rest i1s made from a taper-
ing elbow, a tee and a forging. The
forging can be made by a blarksmith
at a small expense. Both the lower

: : tees of the hand-
rest and the tail-
stock should be
Fig. 8 provided with
screw clamps to hold them in place.

The pulley is made of hardwood
pieces, 34 or 1 in. thick as desired. It
is fastened to the spindle by means of
a screw, as shown in Fig. 2, or a key
¢an be used as well. _

Care must be taken to get the tail-

Fig. 1—Detalls cf Lathe .

stock center vertically over the bed,
else taper turning will result. To do
this, a straight line should be scraicheo

ADgusTaaLe Buoows

on the top of the bed pipe, and whe
the tailstock is set exactly vertical,
corresponding line made on this. “I'hi
will save a great deal of time and
trouble and possibly some errors,

The two designs of chucks shown in
Figs. 3 and 4 are very easy to make
and will answer for a great variety of
work. '

BARGAIN BUGGING
By Clyde Barrow

When it is necessary to record your
conversation with another person or
his conversation with a third party
after your departure, a “bug” can be
hidden In your pocket and may be left
at the scene. The bug transmits to a
receiver/tape recorder setup in your
nerarby parked car or carried by your
associate who places himself as close
to the scene of conversation as
possible; outside an office, in an
adjoining room, etc.

The simplest method uses two

walkie talkiss. Adequate ones are
available for about $25 from any radio
and electronics store. These units are
small enough to carry in a coat pocket
or may be taped to your leg. The
transmit button is taped down, and
your conversation Is broadcasted to
the companion unit which receives the
signal and transfers it 1o the tape
machine either by microphone or wire
connection. If the walkie talkie is too
bulky to hide on your person or |eave
al the scene, a “"wireless mini mike"”
can be used. These units are available
'or $25 from security suppliers or for
$14 direct from the manufacturer.
These wunits are miniature radio
transmilters that broadcast on the FM
band. The “mike” should bse tuned to
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broadcast on an unused porlion of the
band, thus lessening the chance that
the conversation might be monitored.
The chances of belng overheard are
slight anyway, as the range is only
about 300 feet outside and less than
100 feet i1 the signal must pass
through the walls of a building.

After an open spot on the FM band
is found end the transmitter tuned
{complete instructions are included
with the mike) a portable FM radic is
tuned to the same frequency. The
radio I8 turned on and is connected to
& tape recorder with a phone jack. One
end I8 plugged into the speaker outlet
on the radio. The other end is plugged
into the input jack on the tape
machine. Insert a blank 120 minute
iape (B0 min./side) and press the
“record” button. Professional survelll-

ance people use modifled cassette
machines that tum very slowly,

allowing about 9 hours of recording.

An existmg machine can be so

modified by installing a rheostat
switch to control the speed of the
motor in the tape recorder.

HEW SUBMINIATURE FH WIRELESS
MICROPHONE

If left on the scene the wireless mike

- will continue to transmit for about B0

hours. It can be attached to the
bottom of a desk or chair with a piece
of tape or ribbon epoxy or hidden in a

paper bag and placed in a convenient
wasie basket.

The one drawback o this
transmitter Is the short battery life.
This is a result of the unit being
constantly “on™ as long as the battery
is in place. Anyone with a fair amount
ol electronic skill can tap info the
battery circuit of the mike and install a
voice activated switch on 1he bug.
This adds little bulk and allows {he
bug to function for weeks. The bug
fransmits only when conversation in
the room 1iriggers the voice activated
switch. When the conversation
ceases, the unit remains on for five
seconds and then switches off. This is
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the type of system Dick Nixon used to
cut his own throat during the days of
Walergate. A similar voice activated

switch can be installed between the radio. |

radic and tape machine. This wIHI

allow the tape machine to remain off
until a signal is received from the
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HOW TO BLACKEN METAL
By Clyde Barrow -

Many of your knife and gun paris,
belt buckles, and various other pleces
of Hardware are probably made of
polished metal. You may look like a
walking signal mirror as you stalk
through the woods or sleaze around in
dark alleys.

Any metal surface can be blackened
temporarily with G826 Gun Sight Black.
This is a spray on dull black paint that
washes off with gun solvent. Sight
Black leaves no residue and won'
harm the surface. It rubs off easily and
must be constantly touched up.

Chrome and stainless steel can only
be blackened wilh epoxy paint. Get
the best you can afford. Epoxy does
chip off and must be retouched
periodically.

Aluminum c¢an be blackened
permanently only by anodizing. It is
expensive and few metal shops do this
type of work. (How 10 anodize at home
will appear in a later issue.) Several
gun accessory firms sell Aluminum
Black. This product contains tellurium
dioxide, fluoboric acid, nickel sulfate
and copper sulfate. The solution

produces a chalky black surface that

looks great, but scratches and wears
off easily. Parts that receive a 10t of
handling or abrasion will have to be
touched up every few days.

Carbon Steel and brass parls can
effectively blackened with one of the
commercial touch up blues currenily
on the market. These are a cold type
bluing, wipe on and rinse off, and
should not be confused with
commaercial hot bluing which requires
large tanks of chemicals and assnn&d]
paraphenalia. Cold blue Is designed
to be used to touch up scratches and
worn spots on an existing blue job. |
cold blue is used to color a large area,
such as a knife blade, it will often
appear blaichy and uneven. rhis is not

pood at gun shows, but matters little
for our purposes here. Cold blue will
wear off in 1ime, bul a coat of Pledge
or similar furniture polish will seal the
surface and help to protect the finish.
A light coat of oil will also protect a
new cold blue from the elements.

The {(raditonal military finish for
steel is a black or gray matte finish
known as Parkerizing. A complete
article on this process will appear in B
future issue,

CcO2 BOMB
By Clyde Barrow

Empty CO2 cartridges can be used
as minl bombs or grenades, either
gingly or in groups attached to a
central pipe bomb or grenade device. .

A 37116 inch diameter hole is drilled
inlo the neck of the cartridge. A small
funnel is used to fill the bomb with
black or smokeless powder. A section

of 3/16 inch diameter cannon and
hobby fuse is now glued into the hole
Be sure to cut the ends on a diagonal,

This will assure positive Ignition of the
powder. f a fragmentation effect Is
desired, a layer of finish nalls or tacks
s taped to the outside of the
cartridge. The nails may first be
dipped in poison If desired. A
fragmentation device capable of large
distribution can be made by taping
several of these small bombs to a
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central pipe bomb or grenade. The

fuses of the Individual pombs are
trimmed to the same length and the
ends to be lit are held together lcosely
with a rubber band. These fuses
should be set to burn several seconds
longer than the main bomb or grenade
fuse. After all fuses are Iit, the unit is
thrown or shot from a launcher. When
the main bomb explodes, the mini
bombs will be scattered through the
air over a wide area, and then a few
seconds later, each bomb will explode
individually. - Each of these mini
bombs wlill In {iurn Sspray: their
respeclive areas with shrapnel.

The fuse should always be tested
beforehand to determine the specific
burning rate. Each new roll of fuse.
should be tested, as the buming rate
may vary from one roll to another.

Nunchaku

By Darvis McCoy

When Japan invaded and occupled
Okinawa some 350 years ago,
possession of any weapon by an
Okinawan was forbidden. So the
Okinawans had to turn to improvising
weapons from common tools, as
Americans will someday have to do.
One such weapon was the nunchaku,
a tool used by the farmera to pound
their grain. It consisted of two sticks
tied 1logether by a rope or cord, making
it the most versatile and wicked
hand-to-hand weapon ever devised.
The nunchaku can be used as a club, a
fiall, or a garrote, and can be mastered
at home with only a few. hours
practice. If can be made with materials
easlly had from any lumber yard or
hardware store. When used as a flail or
whiplash club, the striking end
reaches speeds of aver 100 m.p.h.
When used as a garrote, each stick
uses the other for leverage, crealing a
visellke garrote. .

To make one, take a plece of 1 1/2
inch diameter dowel 31 Inches long
and cul in half, each piece then being
15 1/2 inches’' long., Now drill a hole
into the end of each piece to a depth of
about three inches. The hole should
be just wide enough to accommodate

-a nylon rope, which Is the best for thia

purpose. Now drill into the side of the
dowel to intersect the end of the other
hale, but big enough to hold the rope
doubled. You should now have one
“L" shaped hole. Now insert the end of
the rope through the end of the dowal

{and pull through the larger hole.

Double the rope end and fuse the
doubled strands together with a
match. Now repeat the process with
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the other stick, using the other end of
the rope, leaving about five !nches
between the two sticks. The fused
strands should fit Info the hole,

leaving nothing sticking out. A simple
knot could be tied in the ends of the
ropes instead of burning them with, the
matches.

p -;?,;'lh- -y "'!i..l :i_"._" W;ff
B
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The nunchaku js used as a flall by
halding one of the sticks about
midway, thumb pointing toward the
rope. It can be swung from a hanging
position, with tha other end elther
hanging backward over the same
shoulder, or from the under arm
position, like In the movies. For the
under arm position, the striking end is
held firmly in the armpit, and released
with a sudden snap at the victim's
temple or ribs. Your own Imaginations
is the limit to the number of ways and
methods of striking that can be used.

Most store-bought nunchakus come
with chains instead of rope, but
-.chalns are noisy and are not worth the
effort.

When you have practiced enough to
keep from bashing yourself in the
forehead, tak2 a block plane and plane
off the roundness of the dowel,
making it into a hexagon. When these
edges hit a victim, the pounds psr
square inch are much deadlier than
those delivered by a round object.

The nunchaku g very superior to the
yawara stick for several reasons. It has
a much greater reach, it hits harder
due to the whiplash effect, and it does
more damage because of the edges
left after planing off the curves. it can
be used as a regular club by holding
the iwo slicks together; and when you
realize that the club you are holding is
also effeclive as a garrote, with no
modification, you begin to realize that
you hold the world's most effective
hand-to-hand weapon.

SWITCHES
By Clyde Barrow
| A simple pull swilch for use in
burglar alarms, booby traps and for
arming bombs can be made from a
spring clothespin, a wood or plastic

wedge, and a pull wire or string. (See

drawing K1)
First strip the insullation from the

ends of the two circuit wires and wrap

Tripwire attached
to hole in blade

Wooden base

Hacksaw blade

NPTV AP T

ELECTRIC PULL-RELEASE SWITCH

them tightly around the two jaws of
the clothespin. The bare wires should

touch and close Lhe circuit when the
clothespin is in a relaxed position. To

hold the circuit in an open position, a

wedge of some non-conductive

- material such as wood or plastic is

inserted between the jaws. A pull wire
is altached to the wedge. When the
wire is pulled, the wedge is pulled free
and the clothespin snaps shut,
compleling the circuit. The switch is
mounted to a solid surface by driving a
nail through the hole in the clothespin
spring.

The cne drawback to the above
system is the easewith which it can be
disarmed. If the subject should spot
the wire, he can simply cut it and
proceed about his business. A failsafe
switch to foil these sneaky Ltypes is
shown is drawing #2.

A hacksaw blade or similar flexible
strip of canductive melal is secured to
a board with three nails (a, b, and c¢) as
shown. One of the two clrocuit wires is
now attached to this end of the metal
strip.

MNails D & E are driven into the board
about 1 inch apart. The second circuit
wire is now attached to these two nails
as shown. In this manner the circuit
will be closed if the melal strip

_touches either nailDor E.

The trip wire is attached to the D/E
end of the metal strip. Adjust the

tension to suspend the strip between

. prevent touching the contacts.
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Attach bare
circuit wire
ta hole in blade

Attach bare
circuit wire
to both nails

the two nails.

If the wire is pulled in a trip wire
fashion, the metal strip will touch nail
D but if the wire is discovered and cut
it will spring open and contact nail E.
Either way, the circuit will be

completed, This is a popular anti
distrubance device for bombs because

it is almost impossible to cut the wire
and maintain the correct tension to

CLOTHESPIN
SWITCH _
J U
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CHLORINE

Chlorine gas is generated when chlorine
bleach is mixed with sodium bisulfate (Sani-
Flush) . Pour a can of Sani-Flush in a baking
pan, and level off the top of the pile. Punch
& hole near the bottom of the plastic bleach
Jug and place the jug in the center of the
pan. A steady cloud of pgas will be generated,
the actual duration depending upon the rate of
bleach flow, If it 1is necessary to direct the
Eas Lo a specifiec area, the generator can be
covered with an alrtight top fitted with =&
hose.

bffﬂleaﬂh Bottle

SanI-FluﬁhH)

o

FLASTIC BOMBS

Hand grenades and antipersonel mines can
be easily and cheaply constructed from poly-
ester casting resin, auto body putty, ABS and
PVC pipe, plexiglass, vacumn formed styrene
sheet etc, These plastic devices won't produce
shrapnel fragments or concussinons equal to the
power of conventional bombs, it they do have
two unique and noteworthy fe:v. rz3; they are
both non metallic and X~-ray tuanzparent,

The first feature allows these devices to
be carried through airports, government build-
ings and other controled areas where a mag -
nometer check might be encountered,

Pipe Bomb-made from prethreaded plastic tube

The inability to deteect plastic fragments
with x-ravs will require that each fragment
be probed for and will complicate surgical
treatment.

Mortar Bomb-cast halves
in mold and join together

Flastic shrapnel filler can be coated with
poison before it is added to the bomb to in-
creagse the kill rate of the explosion,
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Simple TESTS_ for Accuracy of YOUR RIFLE

el KN N R _

RIF LE’? DISCS

Comparative bullet speeds are tested
by device shown above and in drawing
at left. Twin disks, spaced apart on
shaft, are driven by motor. Bullet fired
through first revolving disk strikes the
second which has advanced slightly far-
ther, enabling comparison to be made.

To test accuracy, rifle is mounted on blocks as

in photo above and drawing at right. A shot

o R n e A e e e B e
snnn
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R

is= fired at target; then gun is revolved 40
or 50 degrees to right and left, and another
shot fired, All bullets should strike same
spot: if they overlap, inaccuracy is indicated.

ety
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' BLOCKS DE
. ON MAKE O

RIFLE

Iimpact power of cartridges of
various makes can be handily
testedd by the simple method
shown here. A block of hard-
wood is placed on the edge of
a box and bullets discharged
into it from a uniform dis-
tance. Comparison is afford-
ed by the varying distances
the block will be thrown
when diflerent shells are used.

i

WNERS of rilles ecan pul them through

several practical tlesls hy the use ol
simple improvised apparvatus, ‘

In the test for accuracy, the rille 15 sel
upon a pair of very accurate V-blocks, as
shown in the photo. Blocks such as are
used in machine shops ave ideal, il avail-
able. hut earefully cul wooden blocks will
function well. These bloeks are mounted
on the end of a bhoard in such a way that
the barrel of the gun will rest in them on a
true axis. Blocks should be mounted as
close 1o the center of the board as possible,
in line with a target at the other end.

Mount the gun and fire a shol at the
targel. Twist the barrel 40 or 50 degrees. to
right and left, and note the resulls. If the
barrel is accurale, only one perfect hole
should result. Overlapping cdges are proof
of an inaccurate gun barrel.

The power test (used by experts) re-
quires nothing but a block of heavy wdod,

{; {IL' Il;_ﬁ Mechanix’ 1936

placed on the edge of a box as shown.
Quality of cartridges can easily be com-
pared by firing different makes into the
block from a uniform distance, at close
range, and noting the varying distances
whieh the block is knocked by the bullet
impacl. _

Poor ammunilion is shown up in slill
another test for bullet speed. A high-speed
molor is set up o drive two cardboard
disks, in the manner illustrated. When the
disks are revolving and a bullet is fired at
right angles to their plane of rotation, it
will pass through each disk, but there will
be a time interval between the bullel's
striking the first disk and the second one—
during which time the second disk has
naturally traveied farther, causing the bul-
let to strike it at an advanced position
which can be compared by means of radial
lines on the cardboard. These, of course,
must be lined up before firing.
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Slingshot Used as Gun
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POPUOLAR MECHANICS APRIL,

Accuracy with a slingshot that rivals
tricks performed with a pistol has heen
developed by a Yennessee marksman, Us-
ing a slingshot consisling of a forked stick
and two stout rubber bands, he shoots the
ash from a cigar held in someone’s moulh,

POFULAR MECHANICS FEBRUARY,

Burglar Alarm ‘
Fires Cartridge "

Thicves are in for a sur-
prise if they Lry Lo enler a
door or window equipped
with a new burglar alarm.,
The alarm firves a .32-cali-
ber blank ecartridge. A
spring-actuated lever is
released by movement of
a thread, door or window,
and its pointed end strikes
the primer of the car-
tridge. Tear-gas cartridges
can also be used.

1957

by Expert Marksman
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Tweo pictures at left show slingshot rmarks-

man shatiering clay pigeon. Above, the expert

flicks ashes Ffrom ecigar with pellet; below,
taking carcful aim

hits clay pigeons thrown intn the air, or
lights two malches by siriking them with
a pebble. He malkes a living partly by
hunting, and boasts that he has never
hrought in a wounded ducle since he al-
ways hits them in the head.

1940




New York

The type of gun used recently
o silence s0 many Informers and
mob dissidents would have never
been used by professional gangland
assassins until two years ago.

“The mob has always preferred
the fmm; the .3 revolver, a Baretta
automatic, or a shotgun in the
past,” a federal source said. “What
it looks llke I5 that some mob
assassin squads have gtolen a page
from our spy agencies.”

The 22-caliber automatic was a
favorite of agents of the Office of

Strategic Services during World
War II. It has been a long-time
favorite of the CTA. Light, compact,
highly accurate from close range,
its ope-ounce slug, when muffied
by a stlencer, gives a "pop-pop”
noise that can barely be heard.
Made even more efficient in recent
years, it has attracted the mob.

Both police and federal ballis-

tics cxperts note that high-velocity
ammunitjon can now be fired by

Hit-Men's Si
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the 22 and that hollowed-out heads,
that splatter and rip apart after
hitting a victim leave no traceable
ballistjcs.

In at Jeast several instances in
the mobh purge that b3 believed to
have been going on for the past two
years hollowed-out copper ‘heads
were used, hut most of the hit
victims have left a ballistica traill. In
New Jersey and New York, for
example, the murders of two
have been traced to the same, but
upnrecavered weapen

The interest of the mob and
others in the 22 as a murder
weapon was recently exemplified
by the comviction of George Na-
thaniel Garrett in Miami Garrett,
an associate of a Carmine Galente
crime family soldier, had been
peddling do-it-yourself assassina-
tion kits for $600 apiece.

The kits inciuded a Lugertype
automatic 22, a silencer, and an
attache case through which the gun
could be_fired: a pullring near the
handle that, when tugged, automat-

lenced .22 Weapon

THE POOR MAN'S ARMORER

Sun Francisco Qyronicle  Newsadny
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This system would be better, as the button would ailow you to control the
number of shots lired. Send us a photoif anyone builds one that works., |
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By Clyde Barrow

Of all 20th century small arms
developments, the firearm silencer is
probably the most mysterious and the
leasi understood. Invented in 1908 by
Hiram Maxim, the firearm silencer was
one of Maxim's early contributions to
the field of nolse pollution control. By
the 1930s, poachers, gangsters, strike
breakers and stickup men had made
“silencer” a dirty word. The silencer
had become so steaped in Intrigue the
it was included in the restriclive
“destruclive devices” category of the
MNational Firearm Act of 1934, Since
1934, possession, use, or manu-
facture of a silencer Has been a
serious felony. Silencer possassion
for private citiZens is currently
restricted to those who can meet the
following requirements.

1. Pay a 3200 Federal Transfer Tax.

2. Receive transfer approval from
the Federal Bureau of Alcohol,
Tobacco, and Firearms. (ATF)

3. Comply with all state and local
restrictions on silencer possession.

Silencer production is restricted to
hofders of a $500 Federal Firsarms
Stamp that designates them as
“manufacturars of destructive de-
vices."

In general, the modern commercial
Silencer is a meatal {fube, 1 inch to 3
inches in diameter and about a foot
long. The tube Iz mounted on the
muzzie end of the barrel and Is aligned
with the axis of the bore, i.e. the bullet
travels down- the exact centér of the
tube. The front of the tube is covered
with an endplate, the center of which
has a hole that Is slightly larger than
the diameter of the bullet to be Fired.
The interior of the silencer tube
contains a series of baffles and
chambers which catch and delay the
rapidly escaping gases produced by
the propellant powder as it burns.

The major source of gun blast and
noise from conventional weapons Is
this escaping gas slamming into the
atmosphere upon exiting the barrel.
The remaining sources of gun noise
are as follows:

A. A supersonic crack is produced

if the bullet reaches a speed greater

than 1120 feet per second, the
speed of sound.

B. Mechanical noise Is produced by

the functioning of the weapon upon

firing. This attendant clatter |3 most

pronounced In semi and full autc-

maltic weapons.

Some noise alsc escapes through
the unlocked breech area of these
autos. A bolt action rille will produce
little if any mechanical nolse when
fired and no sound escapes from the
breech area.

Contrary to what you see on TV, the
revolver is not suitable for silencer
use. Considerable noise is generated
by the gas escaping from the gap
between the barrel and cylinder. To
make matters worse, those mini
silencers, a couple of inches long, are
a twisted joke on the part of
Hollywood prop men. .

In addition to ncise suppression,

the forward pressure of {he gas in the
silencer equalizes and virtually

eliminates the recoll experienced with
unsilenced weapons. A silencer also
doubles as an effective flagh hider for
night shooting.

When a silencer is used on a high
powered firearm, the supersonic crack
experienced with these weapons can
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be eliminated in one ol the three

ways:
A, Standard ammunition will not
produce a c¢rack if fired in weapons
with shortened barrels. The burning
powdef Is unable to generate the
necessary pressura to drive the
builet taster than 11201.p.s.
B. Similar results are obtained with
standard ammo when it is fired
through a conventional length barre
that has had a series of tiny -holes
drilled along its length. These holes
bleed off a portion of the propallant
gases, agaln reducing bullst speed.
C. A special milder load may be
used in unaltered weapons. These
arp referred to as sub sonic loads.
These rounds contain leas powder
and do not propel bullets to super
sonic speeds. Some semi and full
auto weapons need to be altered to
function reliably with subsonic
rounds.

. In addition to commercially
produced and federally reguiated
silencers, several other types are
available:

1. Commercial units smuggled in

from other countries.

2. Underground production in do-

mestic factories.

3. Individually produced, home

made silencers. .

4, Improvised or ane shot silencers.
Examples of this last type of silencer

"But this is closer to the trulh.
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are. balloons, rubbers, baby bottle
nipples, etc. These are stretched over
the end of the barrel and taped in
place. A small hole or “X" is cut in the
end. They expand to contain a portion
of the propellant gases. These units
may or may not hold up to repeated

firing. The overall effect is sort of half-

assed but then half quiet is better than
no quiet at all. Pillows, heavy coats,
foam rubber, eic. can be wrapped
arcund a firearm 1o reduce firing
noise, Even with a excellent silencer,
mast autos need to be wrapped in
something that wilH muffle the
mechanical noise of opsration.

THE FOOR MAN'S JAMES BOND
by Kurf Saxon contains plans for a
silenced box with a handgun inside.
Just reach inside and blast away,

Most individually produced or "hand
made” silencers soon meet a common
fate. At some point the silencer |oses
proper alignmeni with the barrel. The
next round catches on a baffle and the
entire interior of the unit is destroyed.
As a bonus, the tube is cften launched
50 feet down range. You can imagine
how embarrassing this Is to a young
guy just starting out. The kay then is
aligning the tube with the bore, then

everything else falls into place.

Alignment and mounting of the tube
can be handled In several different
ways, but one basic rule holds true for
all of them. To assure constant
alignment with the bore, the silencer
tube must be supported by at least
two points on the barrel.

The simplest method is to lape the
barrel at two points to support the
tube (see improvised silencer mount
article). This method works well far a
while and is extremely accurate. If
care is taken when wrapping the tape,
the resulting unit will be nc more than
two tape thicknesses out of
alignment. The ona drawback ta this
system is a tendency for the tube to
slowly crawl off the barrel, a little
more with each successive shot. It is a
good idea to hang on tight to this type
of unit, always maintaining a constant
rearward tension on the tuba while
firing. .
Tubing

The two types. of matal tubing
generally used in homemade’ silencet
construction are thick wallad alumi-
num tubing and thin walled brass
drain pipe. Both are light, inexpen-
siva, and available at most hardware
and plumbing stores. The aluminum
comes in & foat lengths and selis for
about $3.00 each. Brass drain plpe is
sold in straight sections 12 inches
long, both plain brass and chrome
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plated. These sections cost about

$2.00 sach,

Thin walled brass tubes are easily
joined together with silver solder.
Aluminum tubing can't be soldered
bul is easily held logether with screws.
because the wall ihickness Is
sufficient to hold threads. The holes
can be drilled and tapped iIn the
convantiondl manner or simply drilled
with a hand drill and threaded with sell
tapping machine screws.

The following are construction
plans for two 22 caliber sllencers. The
first one uses brass tubing and Iis
silver soldered together. The second is
made from aluminum and is held
together with machine screws. Both
units are simple, trouble free and quite
effective. These construction pro-
ceedures can be easily modified for
building silencers in larger calibers.

A. Brass Tubinpg Silencer

Materials naeded.

1 piece Brass drain pipe (plain or
chromed) 12 inches long, 1 1/4
inch diameter.

12 fender washars—1 3/16 inch
diameter,

1 piece 9/32 inch brass tubing—
sald in 12 inch sections (8 Inches
are needed).

87132 inch drill bit and drill.

1/16 inch drill bit.

silver solder and propane torch:
hacksaw

file or grinder

Cclamp
tep1.

Grind down all twelve washers
until they will stide into the tube.
A flle or bench grinder may be
used. Take care that the washers
remain round and that the hole is

m__ig.lwmm.
ep ;
Enlarge the hole in the washers to
9732 inches.
epd
Cut the 8/32 inch brass tubing 1o
eight inches long. Remove the
burrs from the ends with a file,
knife, or pieca of sand
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Ten of the twelve washers are now
slipped over the 9/32 inch tubes.
The front washer (end cap) should
be flugh with the front end of the
tubing. The rear washer is placed
one inch from the rear of the tube.
The remaining eight washers are
spaced equally between the front
and rear. Solder all ten washers in

= E!lam.

Drill two rows of four 1716 inch
holes batweean each set of wash-
ers, Drill completely through the
tube. This will resull in four rows
of four, a total of sixteen holes
between each baffle. Remove any
burrs or metal chips from the in-
terior of the tube with a thin file or
a rolled up piece of sandpaper.

Step B

(4t et il

S el

S e ey -

Install the baffla assembly into

the outer tube. The front baffle
(end cap) should be recessed
about 1/16 inch. The spaces be-
tween the washers may be fllled
with steel wool or rolls of brass
screen before installing In the
outer tube. This is optional as
there is some disagreement about
the value of these materials as
baffling devices. Solder the baffle
assembly in place.

Step 7

The twa remaining wasners are
used as the mounting assembly.
The front washer is modified to
slip over the barrel and rest at a
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poimt directly behind 1he front
sight base. This requires ream-
ing, drilling or filing out 1he hole
to match the diameter of the
barrel at this point. A cut out is
made in the washer 10 allow it to
slip past the sight base. The
washer is now s